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Rural Ontario was highly dependent upon the horse in the second half of the nineteenth
century. However, the horse’s role in rural life has not received the scholarly attention it fully
deserves. Economic historians often present the horse as an archaic means of doing farm work or
as the necessary impetus for the creation of the internal combustion engine while other scholars
have studied the breeding and marketing of horses. Little attention has been paid to the impact of
the horse on a more intimate level such as in a rural community or within a family, thereby
examining the personal meaning and relationship which people had with a working horse.
Utilizing a farmer’s diaries, municipal records, census data, and photographs, this thesis adopts a
case study approach to the horse in rural life. Horses were crucial between 1850 and 1900 for
William Moher and his community in Douro Township, Peterborough County. Moher kept a
daily diary from 1876 to 1907, which relates the operation of a large farm and details his
family’s high degree of involvement in their local community. The use of horses allowed for the
development and expansion of mixed farming operations utilizing successive technological
advances. Travel, whether for business or recreational purposes, was done by horse drawn
vehicles which often reflected social standing and took on great importance as a means of
engaging with society. Raising horses provided economic value for farmers, and the increasing

availability of new genetics allowed farmers to breed increasingly specialized horses for their
own needs as well as for sale. Furthermore, the culture which developed around the use of horses
allowed for competition among neighbours, influenced masculine identities, and above all
created a unique bond between horses and the people working with them.
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Chapter One: Introduction
Many of us have been admonished to “hold our horses”, not to let “things get out of
hand”, and have likely been “put through our paces” at some time or other. These expressions,
which have come to possess a meaning of their own, are reminders of a not-so-distant past in
Ontario in which such terms had literal usages on a daily basis. These phrases, and numerous
others which salt our language, are remnants of a time when the horse was the ubiquitous means
of transport for most of Ontario’s businesses and general population, and in particular for rural
communities. The horse provided the power for work and transportation for rural families in the
second half of the nineteenth century, a time of great technological change which saw a
transition from largely grain-growing farms to mixed farming, with an increased focus on
livestock production. As such, the horse was crucial in their successes, yet has received only
limited scholarly study. This is evident in the farm diaries of William Moher, a farmer in the
Irish Catholic community of Douro Township in Peterborough County. In diaries, Moher
detailed daily life on his large farm operation and his family’s involvement in their local
community. All of these activities were facilitated by the use of horses. Through a case study
examining the horse’s importance to the Moher family and its wider community in Douro
Township, the crucial importance of the horse in developing mixed agriculture, travel, and
personal identities becomes apparent.
Throughout much of history, the horse has played a significant role in human
development and continues to do so in some parts of the world up to the present day. From
domestication in Eurasia over five thousand years ago, the horse has allowed people greater
mobility in times of war and peace through its riding and pulling of vehicles.1 The transportation
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of people and goods was facilitated by equine power, and as the domestication of the horse
spread throughout Europe, Asia, and Africa, so too did the multiplicity of uses found for the
animals in human life.2 For thousands of years, the horse was used to carry, draw, ride, and pull
the human world forward in its endeavours until increasing technological developments began to
render some of the uses of the horse obsolete. In 1891 English surgeon and veterinarian Sir
William Flower mused on the changing role of the horse in society and its future:
It is only in very recent times that the progress of mechanical invention has begun to
supersede some of the uses for which the strength and the speed of the horse for
many thousands of years have been alone available. How far this commencing
disestablishment of the horse from its unique position as the main agent by which
man and his possessions have been carried and drawn all over the face of the earth
will go, it is difficult to say at present.3
For those living in Flower’s epoch, it was difficult to envision a world in which the horse
was not a constant aspect of daily life, yet within a few decades that world was to change
drastically. At the end of the nineteenth century, however, the horse appeared to remain at the
centre of daily activity throughout much of the world.
In Ontario, the horse was largely introduced in the late eighteenth century by European
settlers. Numbers grew at a slow pace for much of the early nineteenth century, due to slow
human population growth and resulting demand, as well as the popularity and availability of
cheaper and hardier oxen. By mid-century, however, the horse population began to increase,
from 30 000 in 1830 to 378 000 in 1860.4 The numbers of farm horses continued to rise as the
nineteenth century progressed, rising from 2.0 horses per farm in 1851 to 3.2 in 1901.5 The first
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decade of the twentieth century saw the advent of the automobile, which was to replace the
driving road horse, while the introduction of the engine powered tractor in the following years
was to bring about a drastic decrease in the use of horses for agricultural work by mid-century.
In the second half of the nineteenth century, however, the horse was king in Ontario,
with extensive rural growth and development facilitated by the use of the horse. It is this era
which will be the focus of this work. A detailed case study of the use of the horse by diarist
William Moher and his family in the township of Douro, Ontario, in the second half of the
nineteenth century reveals that rural society relied on the horse for almost all of its functions.
The horse, whether working in teams or singly, played a crucial role in farm families’ economic
and social interactions as the best source of motive power for road travel and agricultural work.
A review of the literature regarding the use and importance of the horse in this period, however,
suggests that academics have not deeply investigated the impact which the horse had upon
various aspects of rural society at this time. Most works tend to view the horse as a source of
power for transport and agriculture, an economic necessity, as the purview of the wealthy and
advantaged, or even as the precursor which necessitated the invention of the internal combustion
engine and the automobile.6 For rural Ontarians in this time period the horse was all of these
things and more, at the best of times representing a family’s wealth, ability, independence, and
pride.
Numerous scholars touch on certain aspects of the horse’s role in rural Ontario in the
nineteenth century as they pertain to broader issues, such as the economic development of the
province, horse breeding in the Anglo-American world, the impact which the horse had on the
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rural labour force, or agricultural developments in the province.7 These works, however, are
often strongly concerned with economic factors, and follow a longitudinal, developmental
approach which often seems to view Ontario’s reliance upon the horse as an inefficiency to be
remedied.
In Planting the Province, Douglas McCalla traces the economic history of Ontario from
1784 to 1870 as part of the Ontario Historical Studies series on the subject. McCalla provides a
sector-by-sector history of economic development, focussing in this case upon the period
between the early settlement of Ontario by the Loyalists following the American Revolution and
the era of Confederation. As such, his work notes in brief the gradual increase in Ontario’s horse
population and the impacts which this had upon various sectors in the province. Much of
McCalla’s work is preoccupied with addressing issues regarding the Staples Thesis, and
therefore questions of wheat production and timber exports are explored in depth. McCalla calls
for a nuanced view of Ontario’s early economy stating that, “focusing on staples alone yields an
oversimplified and fundamentally inaccurate view of the process of economic development in
Upper Canada.”8 Instead, McCalla argues, participation in local and regional economies coupled
with domestic consumption was a major driver in economic development.9 Overall, McCalla
argues that the rural economy of Ontario from early settlement to 1871 was one of balance and
nuance. Although there was some specialization, the ability to adapt to changing markets
inherent in diversity was critical to the success of Ontario’s rural economy.10
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In performing an overall economic survey of rural Ontario and agriculture, McCalla does
not delve deeply into the role of the horse in the province. Horses and oxen are acknowledged as
being necessary for draught purposes in the lumber industry, but are viewed as just one of many
input costs.11 Horses are briefly addressed as an irregular source of farm income, but the majority
of McCalla’s attention to agriculture is devoted to investigating the question of wheat and its
primacy upon Ontario farms.12 It is notable that although changes in wheat production are
shown, technological advances in horse machinery and the increasing shift from human labour to
horse power is not mentioned. McCalla does acknowledge some of the wider economic impact
the horse had in Ontario, particularly in the business of blacksmiths, but overall Planting the
Province does not delve deeply into the critical function of horses in rural Ontario life.13
In Progress Without Planning: The Economic History of Ontario from Confederation to
the Second World War, the second in the Ontario Historical Studies series, Ian Drummond traces
the economic history of Ontario from Confederation until the Second World War, touching upon
the critical role which agriculture played in this period. This period coincides with the height of
horse usage in Canada as a primary means of motive power in travel and work, yet Drummond
fails to address the importance of the horse.14 Drummond highlights the complicated and integral
relationship between farm communities and their urban counterparts, not only in providing them
with produce but also as consumers of urban manufactured goods.15 In doing so, Drummond
highlights the shift in Ontario agriculture in the 1870s and 1880s from grain production to more
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mixed agriculture and animal husbandry.16 As a quantitative and economic study, however, this
work does not delve deeply into questions of overall animal populations on Ontario farms, being
more focussed upon outputs, such as cheese and butter, than sizes and composition of flocks and
herds -- data which would, as well, be more difficult to find and analyze. As a study of
agricultural progress, Drummond’s work views the horse as a precursor to mechanized means of
motive power upon the farm, presenting the replacement of the horse as an inevitability, and as
such missing the crucial role which horses played on Ontario farms before and even after
mechanization became a reality. Drummond provides slight anti-horse bias, stating that between
1900 and 1911 “[h]ungry horses continued to multiply, in spite of the motor car and the truck,”17
as though to say that the horse should have yielded its role of primacy once new technology
arrived.
After briefly acknowledging the horse’s role in transport by lumping it with the car and
truck, Drummond does not relegate much importance to the role the horse played in
transportation prior to the automobile, devoting a brief paragraph in his chapter upon roads to the
subject. Drummond states that local roads, typically travelled by horse drawn vehicles were in
poor repair because they were badly kept by the locals, who did not really care about the state of
their own roads. As will be discussed in Chapter Three, diarists in nineteenth century Douro
bemoaned the state of their roads and detailed the efforts put into maintaining them by both men
and horses, while township councils devoted enormous amounts of their time and resources to
maintaining and improving these vital means of transportation. Contrary to Drummond’s view, it
was in the best interests of those performing statute labour to produce quality work, as these
were the very roads which the workers and their horses relied upon daily for travel and transport.
16
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To state that nobody really cared about rural roads does not acknowledge that although the
railway moved people and goods vast distances at great speeds, horses were required to bring
people and goods to and from the trains, to town, to church, and to visit friends and family until
the rise of the automobile in the twentieth century. Furthermore, the vast majority of rural travel,
as presented in farm diaries, was done locally by horse and was not long distance.
It appears, then, that the horse did not really fit into Drummond’s view of the
development of Ontario between 1867 and 1941, although, as he states, Ontario’s horse
population peaked around 1922, indicating that the horse was valuable and popular well into the
twentieth century.18 The horse was not merely an economic good to be measured, a piece of farm
machinery, or solely a means of transportation. It could be any or all of these things, and as such
is difficult to categorise neatly into an economic history, particularly one which focusses upon
increasing industrialization. In focussing upon the economic development of Ontario,
Drummond neglected the complicated but integral role the horse had in this period.
Other economic histories of Canadian agriculture follow a similar approach, such as Peter
Russell’s How Agriculture Made Canada, which investigates and synthesizes much of the
preceding scholarship on the wheat staple, agricultural crises of the nineteenth century, and the
impact these factors had on the settlement of Canada.19 As studies of broad economic trends and
arguments, works such as these, detailed and thorough as they may be on some subjects, do not
address matters of daily life such as the role the horse played for rural families, nor do they shed
light upon the economic value of the horse for farms and individuals.
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Social histories, however, do sometimes consider the role of the horse on the family farm
and on a personal level. Unlike certain other farm animals, the use of the horse necessitated
constant human participation, making the study of the horse’s role necessarily as diverse as the
people who participated in their use. Some authors have attempted to approach this human aspect
of horse study, notably Douglas Harper in Changing Works, a sociological study of the latter
days of the farm horse and increasing farm mechanization in northern New York State in the
1940s and 1950s. Harper utilizes a series of photographs of farm life taken in this era combined
with interviews of those who had lived at this time to reach his conclusions. The relationship
between farmers and their horses is unique, and like those between different people it is a
negotiated relationship.20 Every horse had a unique personality, and as such the working
relationship between the farmer and the horse was created on an individual basis. With regards to
the horse’s role in farm life Harper notes, “[t]he daily schedule was built around the horse. The
work was balanced between what could be accomplished with the modest power of the horse, the
number of animals a farm supported, and the amount of land a farmer planted and harvested.”21
Although in a different location and era than the main focus of this paper, the overall
understanding of the horse for farm work was much the same in Harper’s northern New York
State as in Ontario in the late-nineteenth century. Harper goes on to further state that the rise of
tractor usage “led to the loss of one form of satisfaction that many farmers felt. When Mason and
Willie discussed working in the woods, they described work that was interesting and enjoyable
partly because of the teamwork they shared with horses.”22 This bond between horse and human,
fostered through shared labours, is certainly evident in Douro Township in almost all instances
where horse labour is used.
20
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In Labouring Lives: Work and Workers in Nineteenth-Century Ontario, an edited
collection which examines the experiences of working-class people in nineteenth century
Ontario, the value and significance of the horse in rural parts of the province emerges. Terry
Crowley’s “Rural Labour” and Ian Radforth’s “The Shantymen” particularly emphasize the
importance of the horse in the life and labours of working-class Ontarians.23 The work of a rural
labourer was often closely aligned with that of the horse, whether the labourer was working with
or alongside horses or being replaced by new horse based technology.24 Crowley examines the
experience of rural workers throughout the nineteenth century, examining wage rates, working
conditions, and the varied experiences of the groups which composed Ontario`s rural and
typically agricultural workforce while considering the evolving changes in gender and labour
relations.25 Crowley stresses the personal and complex nature of the relationship between a
person and their team of horses, citing personal reminiscences in which the acquisition of a team
of horses by George Disbrowe, a labourer in Aylmer, allowed him to find a new job hauling milk
to a factory, a step in his eventual upward mobility.26 Furthermore, the role of farm women and
children in working with horses and horse drawn machinery in the second half of the nineteenth
century is viewed as being part of the reliance of the farm family on its own members for labour
as opposed to hired workers.27 The increasing mechanization of horse-drawn machinery which
occurred in Ontario in the second half of the nineteenth century allowed farmers to get by with
fewer workers, particularly for tasks such as harvesting grain. At one time, this task would have
required sometimes upward of a dozen workers, but with the binders available by the 1880s and
1890s which would cut, bundle, and tie grain into sheaves on its own, the work could be done by
23

Craven, Labouring.
Craven, Labouring, 55.
25
Craven, Labouring, 72.
26
Craven, Labouring, 13.
27
Craven, Labouring, 57.
24

10

one man and a team of two or three horses.28 This shift from manual human labour to
mechanized horse power saved farmers costs in wages, but drastically reduced the work or
wages available for rural labourers. Clearly, the changing usage of horses in Ontario had effects,
both positive and negative on most of those engaged in agriculture in the second half of the
nineteenth century.
In “The Shantymen”, Paul Radforth explores the lives of the lumber workers of
nineteenth century Ontario who engaged in an industry which was highly dependent upon
horsepower. Throughout the second half of the nineteenth century, Ontario’s lumber industry
was a major economic force which employed thousands of men every year working primarily in
the Ottawa Valley and on the Canadian Shield throughout the winter.29 First oxen, and then
increasingly horses, played a critical role in transporting men and supplies to the isolated lumber
camps, and hauling timber through the woods to the frozen lakes and rivers which would carry it
south following the breakup of the ice in the spring.30 Radforth provides a thorough, detailed
description of the role horses played in the lumber camps, stressing their importance to the
operation of the industry.
The largest group of workers in the lumber camps were farmers who seasonally brought
their horses and horsemanship skills to the job. These men were able to leave their farms in the
slow winter months and earn wages working in the camps.31 Many of these farmers, being
familiar with horses in their usual line of work, were hired as teamsters for hauling felled timber
and supplies. Some brought a team of horses with them, and as such were able to earn daily
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wages both for themselves and for their team.32 Lumber companies required a consistent source
of quality horses, and the teams brought by farmers were a valuable addition to the companies
own horses, freeing the companies from the expense of outright purchase and maintenance of the
horses during the slack summer months. For farmers wishing to be hired by a lumber company,
Radforth argues, the possession of a good team of horses was a valuable advantage. In
November of 1872, Thomas Hall of Smith’s Falls wrote to a lumber company seeking
employment, and in his letter stated, “…i [sic]have a splend team that is bought this fall for
thrashing, and I will be done thrashing in a bout three weeks…”33Hall’s new team provided him
employment working at threshing in the fall, and he hoped it would continue to do so in the
winter as well.
Overall, Crowley’s and Radforth’s studies of agricultural and lumber workers in
nineteenth century Ontario show an important relationship between rural workers and their
horses. For both farm workers and those in the lumber camps, horses were used almost every day
in important tasks. Horses worked alongside humans in the daily round of labour and offered a
means of earning more money, suggesting a greater importance of the horse than is presented in
economic histories of the period.
The prominent role of the horse in nineteenth and early twentieth century Ontario is most
thoroughly investigated by Margaret Derry in Horses in Society.34 In this work, Derry focusses
particularly on horse breeding and marketing efforts, and the overall society and culture which
this created. Derry focusses on horses in Canada in particular, with greatest emphasis on Ontario,
but broadens her scope to investigate the connected horse economies of Great Britain and the
32
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United States.35 Derry seeks to examine the impact which breeding and management decisions
have had upon the horses which functioned in human society, providing transportation,
locomotive power, pleasure, and a variety of uses in time of war. She states, “Given that horses
played a crucial role in all aspects of human society until recent times, it is strange that little
study of the way horse work changed over time, or even of what horses actually looked like, has
been done.”36
Derry attempts to correct misconceptions commonly held about the breeding and role of
horses in human society, particularly those in Ontario, paying particular attention to the
relationship between technology and horse use. Derry notices that, “Scholarly work often
approaches the topic by assessing how technology evolved and then noting briefly that it
eliminated the need for horse power. Horses tend to play a passive role in these studies.”37 Above
all, Derry seeks to explain the evolving pressures brought to bear upon the horse market by
increasing industrialization and developments in technology, and the ways in which horse
breeders and owners responded to them.38
Of particular note in this study is Derry’s examination of the Ontario farmer’s horse. She
utilizes farm and equine publications such as the Farmer’s Advocate and Breeder’s Gazette
effectively yet almost exclusively in the chapter devoted to this subject. Derry links
technological developments to changes in the desired composition of a farm horse, arguing that
there was an increasing preference presented in publications for heavier, larger framed horses
that was countered by many farmers’ preference for medium sized horses capable of performing
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a variety of tasks.39 Derry’s reliance on a limited source base weakens her argument that farmers
had a greater affection and desire for smaller framed light or “chunk” horses. This argument is
mainly based on letters written to the Farmer’s Advocate and Breeder’s Gazette in the latenineteenth century espousing the light horse or chunk argument and not on actual analysis of
horse types and usages. These letters do not illuminate the farm work done by these men’s
horses, nor do they acknowledge the amount of land worked. The ideal type of horse was truly a
matter of perspective. For example, for some farmers a small 50 acre farm could be worked with
greater ease with a light team than could one comprising several hundred acres, which could be
better served by heavier horses with heavier, larger machinery.
Derry ably illustrates, however, the relationship Ontario farmers and their horses had with
developing technology and the diverse market for horses which they engaged in. Furthermore,
Derry exposes a vibrant culture of horse breeding, buying, and selling in Horses in Society. A
plethora of opinions regarding the ideal horse existed in nineteenth century Ontario which was
reflective of the great diversity of work which the horse facilitated and the overall importance of
the horse in everyday life. In this work, Derry is able to put the horse centre stage in an
economic, agricultural, and social study in a manner which deserves further study.
Economic histories of Canadian agriculture have difficulty addressing the value of the
horse in rural Ontario. The horse served a wider variety of purposes than other inputs in farm
work, road travel, transportation of goods, and as a commodity to be bought and sold. The
economic spin off in other businesses and industries was significant as well. These different
categories in which Ontario’s horse population figured could at one time or another, be filled by
the same horse, which adds to the difficulty of economic study when compared to other
39
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commodities with fixed units of measure and sale such as wheat or pork. Due to the difficulty of
study, the horse appears to be largely absent from economic histories of Ontario, unless it is
present as a precursor which gave way to the train, tractor, and automobile. A detailed case study
of the complex role of the horse in a rural community serves to address the different categories
which the horse falls under and the diverse yet interconnected usages of horses in daily life for
rural Ontarians.
Horses were integral for the family and neighbours of William Moher of Douro
Township, in the county of Peterborough, in the period 1850 to 1900. The use of horses allowed
for the development and expansion of farming operations utilizing successive technological
advances. Travel, whether for business or recreational purposes, was facilitated by horse drawn
transport and took on great importance as a means of engaging with society. In the nineteenth
century, people’s means of transportation often reflected their social standing, and luxurious
carriages drawn by fancy teams of horses were as indicative of elite aspirations as top end
automobiles are today. Raising horses provided economic value for farmers, and the ubiquitous
presence of horses in Douro provided for economic opportunity for other business such as
blacksmiths and carriage makers. Furthermore, the culture which developed around the use of
horses allowed for competition among neighbours, influenced masculine identities, and above all
created a unique bond between horses and the people working with them. As such, horses were
clearly paramount in maintaining the fabric of rural life in Ontario in the nineteenth century.
In order to truly gain an appreciation for the role of the horse in a farm family’s life, a
highly detailed and intimate investigation is required. This was achieved through the study of
William Moher’s farm diary of daily life. William Moher, a prominent and enterprising farmer in
Douro Township, provided an excellent example of the roles the horse played in rural life in his
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diaries which span the period 1850 to 1907, with daily entries from 1876 to 1907.40 This diary
source was used extensively as it explains in great detail the important role which horses played
in a family’s agricultural, social, and economic life for over half a century.41 The farm diary is
unique as it recounts more than just the personal musings of an individual, adding aspects of a
business account book and farm records. Rodney Loehr describes farm diaries as, “Written
probably just before bedtime by the light of an oil lamp or candle, recording the labors of a
regular, uneventful existence, they are a running commentary on the day’s work and the weather,
careless in both spelling and punctuation, but withal a surprisingly faithful record.”42 Farm
diaries offer a faithful, if tedious record of day to day farm operation.43 Marilyn Motz stresses the
historical value of farm diaries in assessing farming practices as, “diaries encouraged the farmer
to record expenditures and calculate profits, as well as to note farm work, weather, and crop
40
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yields to aid in planning for future seasons.”44 The farm diary is an eclectic source, and offers
daily insight into the patterns or work and pleasure of the diarist and their family. Furthermore, it
presents accounts of the farm business, recording purchases and expenses as well as detailing the
lives of animals and growth of crops.
Additional documents are used to examine the horse’s place in Douro Township in the
second half of the nineteenth century. Entries referring to Moher in township tax assessment and
collectors’ rolls have been analyzed thoroughly in order to plot growth and changes in numbers
of horses owned, property values, and amount of land owned between 1851 and 1914.45 Legal
documents pertaining to inheritance within the James Leahy family, who were friends and
relatives of William Moher, reveal the importance of horses, vehicles, and machinery in
transferring wealth from one generation to the next. Advertisements from various local
blacksmiths and carriage makers demonstrate the economic value which the use of horses had for
the wider community. Minutes from the meetings of Douro Township Council demonstrate the
great importance of road improvement and maintenance for horse based travel.
Through the use of this wide variety of documents, the horse’s agricultural, economic,
and social importance to the Douro community in the nineteenth century is apparent.46 This work
does not contend that the experience of William Moher and his community of Douro Township
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was shared by all farmers in Ontario. A diary and township case study reveal the details and
nuances of everyday life that cannot be acquired through aggregate censuses or broad-ranging
studies, but as with all case studies the unique situation of the study area must be remembered.
Diarists, as useful as they are, were not always objective reporters of the world but rather
remarked upon their experience as they viewed it. Documents which were fortuitously preserved
offer great insight, but often leave one wanting to know more. It is the author’s belief that the
diversity of sources examined in a case study format here allow for a greater understanding of
the importance of the horse in the life of a rural Ontario family and their community in the
second half of the nineteenth century.
Peterborough County is found in the eastern portion of Central Ontario, and is
geographically diverse, stretching from the Canadian Shield in the north to pleasantly rolling
farmland in the south. Being located inland from Lake Ontario, this area was settled later than
those along the lakeshore, with surveying and initial sporadic European settlement beginning in
1818.47 Large scale settlement began in a unique fashion in 1825 under the auspices of Peter
Robinson, a brother of the Attorney-General of Upper Canada. What would become known as
the Peter Robinson Emigration was the largest assisted emigration of its time and consisted of
the free relocation by the British government of 2000 Irish settlers to what would become
Peterborough and Victoria Counties. These settlers were mainly from the Blackwater region of
Cork, Limerick, Waterford, and Kerry and were predominantly Roman Catholic and had been
poor tenant farmers.48 The areas from which these immigrants came were the scene of famine
and related violence in the early 1820s, and emigration was seen as a solution to these problems
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with the added bonus of further settling British North America.49 From over 50 000 applicants
2000 were selected to receive free land in Upper Canada. Cultural geographer John Mannion
performed an extensive comparative study of different Irish settlement groups in Canada, and
determined that the early Irish settlers of Peterborough County arrived with little knowledge of
clearing land or of agriculture beyond rudimentary hand labour.50 Mannion asserts that although
the initial acquisition of both oxen and horses by the Robinson settlers was slow in the decade
following arrival in 1825, by 1851 most families had horses, oxen, or both.51 Arriving earlier
than some of Peterborough’s settlers, the Robinson Emigrants had more time and opportunity to
purchase and breed horses by 1851.
The majority of the southern half of Douro Township was settled by these Irish emigrants
and their children, as well as by successive Irish settlers, drawn by cultural or familial ties to the
area. These included the Mohers, who emigrated in 1831 from Kilworth, Co. Cork in a mixed
group of English, Irish, and Scottish emigrants, led by Charles Rubidge, settling in the
Peterborough area.52 William, the diarist, was a small child at the time, having been born in
1828.53 His parents, William Moher and Elizabeth Hyland, made the voyage with six young
children and had two more after settling in Douro at Lot 7, Concession 5. William, senior, died
within a few years of arrival in Canada and by 1840 the “Widow Maher” is listed in the census
as head of her family, raising eight children.54
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People of Irish birth or descent made up approximately one quarter of the population of
Upper Canada in 1842. The Irish were more numerous by far than any other British ethnicity and
constituted the largest individual ethnic group within the province at the time.55 Through the
middle decades of the nineteenth century, the Irish population in Ontario was largely rural, and
composed of roughly two thirds Irish Protestants to one third Irish Catholics.56 For many of these
families, chain migration was employed in slowly bringing families to settle in Ontario. 57 These
trends were in contrast to the situation in much of Peterborough County, and in particular Douro
Township, where very high proportions of the population were Irish Catholics with many tracing
their ancestry to the original sixty Peter Robinson settler families of 1825. In contradiction to the
widely held view that Ontario’s Irish Catholics were largely city dwellers like those in the
Northeastern United States, Akenson demonstrates that in 1871 85.5% of Irish Catholics in
Ontario did not live in urban areas.58 Furthermore, Akenson found Irish Catholics to not be at
any significant disadvantage as compared to Irish Protestants stating, “…Irish Protestants and
Catholics shared the same approach to the New World and exhibited roughly equal abilities in
confronting its difficulties.”59 As late as 1901, seventy five percent of Douro’s population was
Irish or of Irish descent with the majority of these being Catholic.60 The Irish Catholics of Douro
and the surrounding area were unique in Ontario as they identified with an origin in a large
assisted migration from a particular region in Ireland, were rural farmers, and maintained an
almost exclusively Irish Catholic community.
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In southern and central Douro settlers found themselves on land which was relatively
hilly in places, wet and swampy in others, and consisted of sandy loam soil.61 High quantities of
field stone were present as well, particularly along hills and ridges. By the late 1840s, William
Moher appears to have purchased his own farm; township tax assessment records which began to
be recorded in 1851 indicate that this was 50 acres at Lot 9 Concession 5.62 That year, Moher
married his neighbour, Johanna Torpey, who had previously kept house for him along with her
sister Bridget, as evidenced in the 1851 census and his account book for the year.63 They had
seven children between 1852 and 1864: William, John, Mary Ann, Michael Henry, Eliza Jane,
Thomas James, and William Patrick who was called Willie to distinguish him from his father.
The first William died as a young child, and John died at the age of 20. Johanna Torpey died
eight days after the birth of William Patrick, in May 1864. Deaths among the young and middle
aged were much more common at this time, though no less keenly felt than today.
Moher was remarried in 1872 to Hanora O’Shea of nearby Asphodel Township, who had
been a schoolteacher at S.S. 7 and S.S. 8 in Douro, teaching some of the Moher children. This
marriage produced nine children born between 1873 and 1894: Francis, Johanna, Loretto, Albert,
Vincent, Stephen, Anastasia, Zita, and Eleanor.64 Moher is seen with his daughter Loretta in
Figure 1, in a photograph taken in the early 1880s, and in Figure 2 with Hanora and eight of his
children in 1889.65 Moher had children born in a period spanning 42 years, and a list compiled
by Moher of his children’s births and deaths is shown in Appendix 166. The extensive age range
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of his children provided the family with the labour necessary to operate a large and successful
farming operation throughout his lifetime.
As the Moher family grew, so too did its farming land base. From Lot 9, Concession 5
the Mohers moved west, acquiring 100 acres at Lot 10, Concession 7 by 1855, and selling off
their former farm.67 In 1871, Moher added Lot 9, Concession 7, located immediately south of
Lot 10, to his farm. This purchase was financed by the sale of 200 acres at Lot 14, Concession 5,
to William’s brother Patrick. The new 100 acre property was valued at $500, while the old 200
acre farm was only assessed as being worth $450.68 Moher’s purchase at Lot 9 allowed for both
of his properties to be worked as one, reducing time wasted in travel and other inefficiencies.
From 1871, the family moved up the hill from the log house at Lot 10, and lived in a comfortable
white frame house at Lot 9, which had been built by James Greig in the 1850s.69 Descendants of
the Moher family continue to live in the house to this day. Moher’s land holdings in 1875 are
shown in Figure 3, which shows the central part of Douro Township.70 The whole township at
this time is presented in Figure 4.71
By 1878, the Moher property had increased to 350 acres held in four lots in the central
part of the township, with 209 acres of it recorded as cleared, workable land in 1883.72 The peak
of Moher’s property ownership in Douro was reached in 1899, at which time William owned 400
acres, with 260 acres cleared, and farmed them with horse power.73 Uncleared land was used as
well, with harvesting of firewood, fencing materials, and sawn lumber facilitated by the use of
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horses. Moher’s changing acreage between 1851 and 1900 is presented in Figure 5.74 Between
1851 and 1911, the average farm size in the township ranged between 70 and 95 acres, with
Moher’s farm therefore being significantly larger than those of his neighbours and
contemporaries.75 As Darroch notes, remaining in the same geographic era and thereby building
up wealth over time was often associated with prosperity.76 Following this pattern, sons were
settling near their fathers and inheriting land as well as engaging in economic and social systems
which they were familiar with.77 The amount of cleared, workable acreage which Moher owned
fluctuated as farms came into his possession and then were given to sons, but proportions
increased steadily as forest was cleared by men and horses. The amount of cleared land on the
200 acres at Moher’s home farm on Lots 9 and 10 rose from 140 acres in 1873 to 160 acres in
1898, while the maximum amount of cleared land owned by Moher was 230 acres in 1890.78
Increases in cleared land figures are a direct result of men and horses working to clear land.
Cleared land was often worked intensively with horses to grow crops, while uncleared forest saw
horse work as well, with wood products harvested for use or sale. As such, study of the use of
horses in agriculture by the Mohers is revealing in regards to the quantity of land, both cleared
and forest, which could be worked with horses by a large family.79
Moher was highly involved in his community, serving on numerous voluntary bodies
throughout his life. He was a member of Douro Township Council from 1860 to 1873, and was

74

See Figure 5.
Edmison, Douro, 255.
76
Darroch, Gordon. Class in nineteenth-century, central Ontario: a reassessment of the crisis and demise of small
producers during early industrialization, Canadian Journal of Sociology, 1988 vol.13 iss. 1, 59.
77
Darroch, “Class in nineteenth-century Ontario”, 62.
78
Douro Township Tax Assessment Rolls, 1873, 1890, 1898.
79
For more on the use of wooded land on farms see Edward J. Hedican, “Irish Farming households in Eastern
Canada: Domestic Production and Family Size,” Ethnology, 42.1 (Winter 2003), 15-37.
75

23

Reeve of the township from 1868 through 1873.80 His political interest and activity carried on
throughout his life, with Moher and his sons canvassing for candidates of their liking in local,
provincial, and federal elections.81 During the 1860s, Moher also served as the Treasurer of
Douro’s St. Patrick`s Society, an Irish Catholic fraternal organization.82 This period saw Irish
politics play a prominent role in Canadian affairs, with the Fenian invasions being the most
visual manifestation.83 In addition to these roles, for much of his life Moher was a roads
commissioner, responsible for the maintenance and building of roads in the township, as well as
for establishing property lines and arbitrating disputes. Additionally, Moher served as a Tavern
and Liquor Licence commissioner into his late 70s and acted as a Justice of the Peace on
numerous occasions, recording in his diaries convictions made. Furthermore, Moher was a
trustee for School Section 8, where his children were educated for over 30 years. Moher was
heavily involved in the running of St. Joseph`s Roman Catholic Church in the village of Douro,
assisting in various secretarial and financial matters in regards to the parish, and donating both
man and horsepower to the building of the new stone church in 1893 which replaced an earlier
frame building.84
The later decades of the nineteenth century saw much of Douro Township heavily settled
and farmed extensively by families like that of William Moher. The village of Douro, three miles
from Moher’s farm, was located around a crossroads along the Fourth Line in the south-central
part of the township and became a hub of activity for the Irish Catholic population, being largely
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built alongside St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.85 Here, the Moher family could travel to church
and the post office by horse drawn vehicle or have horses shod and equipment repaired at the
blacksmith’s. A variety of local markets existed for farmers’ produce. By 1875, Peterborough,
which was only eight miles from Moher’s farm, was a growing town of over 7000 inhabitants.86
Lakefield, two miles north of the Moher farm, was a village of 750 boasting several mills, four
hotels, and a rail connection to Peterborough.87 In 1884, the Ontario and Quebec Railway
completed a line between Norwood and Peterborough, thereby connecting Ottawa and Toronto.
This railway passed slightly to the south of Douro Township, and a thriving village developed
around the train station at Indian River, two miles south of the Douro and Otonabee Township
boundary.88 Peterborough, Lakefield, and later Indian River offered Douro farmers with horse
and wagon or sleigh access to markets to sell their goods, thereby stimulating the agricultural
economy. As Darroch notes, urban areas did not develop independently of the rural, rather there
was fluid movement of goods, labour, and people between both areas.89
In the second half of the nineteenth century, horses were crucial to farming and travel in
Douro Township. Horses were used to work the land, yielding crops which were brought to
market by teams of horses drawing wagons or sleighs. Social connections and community
involvement was maintained by road travel with a horse and buggy or cutter. By relying on
horses so thoroughly, people came to develop a unique connection with the horses which were an
integral part of daily life, having their identities and communities shaped by the work done with
horses. Although not recognised in economic histories, horses were highly significant in rural
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life in nineteenth century Ontario and were of tremendous value and importance to those who
owned, worked, and depended on them.
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Chapter Two: The Farm Horse
Agriculture, as it was practiced in Douro Township in the second half of the nineteenth
century, came to be increasingly reliant upon the horse. Between 1850 and 1900, horse numbers
increased in the township, reaching a peak of 1229 horses in 1891, which was a significant
increase from the 250 horses present in 1851.90 By the 1850s, horses were replacing oxen as the
main source of motive power on the farm. Horses could work at a faster speed than oxen, thereby
potentially allowing for the working of more land. Additionally, the horse’s quicker speed for
road travel offered clear advantages over slower moving oxen. These advantages did come at
some cost, as horses were costlier to purchase than oxen and typically required their diet of hay
or grass to be supplemented by some grain while oxen did not.91 However, by 1871 working-age
horses outnumbered oxen 340 to 34 in Douro.92 The Mohers’ horse numbers rose significantly,
from two in the mid 1850s to fourteen in 1898 and are shown in Figure 6.93 In the late fall of
1887, Moher took the time to take stock of his family’s horses and wrote a detailed list of their
names and ages in the back of his diary for the year. The list reads:
Horses Age
King horse Foaled in 1876
Bob horse foaled in the harvest of 1878
Ned horse will be 6 years old in June 1887
Tom horse will 5 years spring 1887
Jesses Grey Colt will be 4 years old spring 1887
Jesses Bay Colt Prince will be 3 years old spring 1887
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Black Filly will be 3 years old in spring 1887
O’Briens Colt will be 2 years old Spring 1887
Bought Colt at John Whibb’s Sale October 24th 1887 will be 3 years spring 1888 and
cost $53.36 Cash.94

Moher listed nine horses owned in 1887, though the youngest was recently purchased in
the fall of the year. The Mohers’ stable was relatively young, with the two oldest horses, King
and Bob, being only 11 and 9 years old. Two brood mares, a grey and a chestnut who both
foaled in 1888 appear to be omitted from the list. Perhaps Moher was listing horses which were
worked, and the mares were only kept for foals at this time. There is only one female on the list,
the Black Filly, with the rest being males as denoted by “horse” or “colt”. The Township Tax
Assessment for 1887 lists Moher as only owning seven horses.95 This is likely due to Moher
having given Ned to his son Michael Henry, as will be further explored in this chapter. Although
he no longer retained ownership in the stallion, Moher kept an interest in the horse and included
him in his own list of their stock. With these horses, the Mohers could field two experienced
work teams in King, Bob, Ned, and Tom. The younger, greener horses were still at ages
requiring training, but the abundance of them suggests that the Mohers would have plenty of
horse power in the decade to come. For the Mohers, these horses, carefully recorded, had come
to be the key to their agricultural operation. In the second half of the nineteenth century horses
were crucial to the performance of almost all tasks required for growing and harvesting crops. As
the century progressed, technological improvements occurred, increasing the number of horsedrawn labour-saving machines, thereby saving labour on ever increasing acreages. Through
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analysis of the yearly round of farm work and of horse breeding, the horse’s crucial role becomes
apparent.
The types and amount of produce marketed from Ontario farms changed throughout the
nineteenth century. At mid-century, grain, and primarily wheat, dominated the farm surplus
which was sold by Ontario farmers. Wheat growing could offer high returns, but numerous risk
factors were also inherent such as weather-related crop failures and fluctuations in regional and
national markets. In the decades following 1850, farmers moved towards mixed farming
practices which incorporated more livestock rearing with crop farming partially to alleviate these
risks.96 By expanding the variety of products which he sold, a farmer could hedge his bets
against the economic failure of an individual product. This also required the farmer to be
proficient in a greater variety of stock and crop raising skills and to grow more animal feed. In
1871, William Moher was engaged in mixed farming. He had harvested 270 bushels of wheat on
twenty two acres of ground as well as 300 bushels of oats. Additionally, Moher had grown fifty
bushels of peas and 150 bushels of potatoes, much of which would be for his family’s
consumption.97 Offsetting grain production, the Mohers milked three cows, kept eleven more
cattle for breeding or meat purposes, had thirty sheep, and nine hogs. One hundred eighty
pounds of butter were produced from the Moher cows, and seventeen sheep and hogs were
slaughtered, likely for home consumption throughout the year as well.98 Twenty acres of pasture
were maintained for these livestock, and seven tons of hay was grown on fifteen acres for winter
feed. As will be further discussed, both grain and hay came to be increasingly harvested using
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horse power in the later decades of the nineteenth century, with farmers of mixed farms
depending on horses more so than had earlier farmers who were more focussed upon grain
production.99
For a farmer’s horses the new work year began in the spring, with the melting of snow and
departure of frost from the ground. This signalled the time for preparation of the land for annual
crops such as wheat, oats, barley, and peas. The preparation and sowing of land followed a
lengthy and intricate process. First, farmers ploughed extensively with teams of horses drawing a
plough through the sod, turning it over to open it up, kill weeds, and break down the earth. The
single furrow walking plough was dominant through much of the nineteenth century, and its
successful operation required great skill and dexterity on the part of both ploughmen and their
horses. 100 Figure 7 shows John Tedford, born in 1845, ploughing with a team and single furrow
walking plough in the first concession of Douro101.The Mohers often had two ploughmen and
teams working at the same time, and on May 5th 1882 had three teams and ploughs working in a
field on their home farm.102 A ploughman working a twelve hour day with a good team of horses
could hope to plough one to two acres a day, making working large farms a long and laborious
process which could be improved by using multiple ploughs and teams of horses.103 A highly
personal relationship was formed between men and the teams of horses with which they worked.
The farmer woke early to feed and harness his horses before setting out to the fields, and fed,
watered, and rested them at midday as he took his own break. The farmer and team returned to
work in the afternoon before finally returning to the barn for the evening when the horses were
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unharnessed, brushed off, and fed and watered. Only then could the farmer leave his horses for
the night.104
The mid 1880s saw the Mohers purchase a gang plough, which was a two furrow walking
plough.105 The gang plough appears to have been used largely for tillage later in the year instead
of the heavy spring sod. Perhaps the heavy two furrow plough was too much for the Moher
horses to work with at this time of year. Larger gang ploughs, whether they were riding ploughs
or not, were often used with a three horse team. Although two horses could pull the plough, the
addition of a third horse allowed the team to work longer hours without exhaustion. Extra skill
and patience was required for a teamster to handle three horses abreast and it was often used as
an opportunity to teach young horses to plough. The young horse would be hitched on the
outside of the team, bearing less weight than the more experienced horses.
New technology brought about further changes in ploughing for both men and horses.106
In the first half of 1888 two walking ploughs were largely used, but on Friday May 31st a new
sulky riding plough was delivered to the Mohers. The sulky was a single furrow riding plough
pulled by a team of horses. Manufactured by the Peter Hamilton Factory in Peterborough, the
plough was delivered, along with six plough points, for the cost of $38, which was to be paid by
November of the year.107 The new plough did not sit idle for long, being put to work on Monday
morning. The sulky plough caused great excitement, for the opportunity to plough without
walking endlessly across fields was a novelty. The Moher men all wished to try the plough, and
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for the next few days there were many hands at ploughing, both watching and working.108
William supervised the new form of ploughing until he was certain his sons could handle the
work, and then allowed them to continue ploughing on their own.109
As Moher purchased more land throughout the late nineteenth century, the amount of time
spent ploughing increased, as did the number of horses owned. In 1876, when Moher owned 160
cleared acres and five horses, family members ploughed on 45 days.110 By 1882, the cleared
acreage had risen to 200 acres, with ploughing being done on 61 days. Nine horses were owned
at this time.111 Finally, Moher recorded 75 full or partial days spent ploughing in 1888, at a time
when he owned 230 acres of cleared land and ten horses.112 It is clear that with more land farmed
more needed to be ploughed. At the same time, horse numbers increased, which allowed for
more horses to be available for ploughing. An increase in horse numbers was therefore critical to
farming larger acreages. An increase in crop land and pasture was also used to feed increasing
numbers of horses as evidenced by the increasing amount of oats grown by the Mohers. In 1871,
the Mohers grew 300 bushels of oats and had five horses.113 By 1890, they owned ten horses and
threshed 650 bushels of oats.114 A record 2100 bushels of oats were grown by the Mohers in
1900 and threshed with the help of horses in four days along with 1100 bushels of wheat and
some buckwheat at a time when fourteen horses were owned.115 Farming more land both
supported and required greater numbers of horses for the Mohers in the late nineteenth century.
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Following spring ploughing, land was further worked with a team of horses drawing a
cultivator, which further broke it down with many small points being dragged through the soil.
A horse-drawn harrow could then be used to further refine the process using a similar method.
Following this, stones were picked by hand and drawn off the field by horses pulling a wagon or
a low stoneboat which slid along the ground. The field was then ready for seeding. Mannion
notes that until 1870, seed was sown in the Peterborough area broadcast by hand, but was then
slowly replaced by seed drills pulled by horses which were much quicker and efficient.116 Moher
purchased a seed drill in Peterborough in May of 1876 for $82.50.117 Following seeding, a roller
typically drawn by a single horse was used to pack and smooth the field.
The next farm task in the year for the Moher horses was haying. Typically beginning in
late June or early July hay was cut, dried, raked into piles, and brought in to barns or hay stacks.
At mid-century hay was cut by hand with scythes and raked into windrows to dry with hand
rakes.118 Mechanization meant that these tasks could be performed by teams drawing mowers,
which cut a five and a half foot swath of hay as they went, and dump rakes, typically drawn by a
single horse.119 As late as 1871, the Mohers had no horse drawn mower or rake, cutting and
raking seven tons of hay on fifteen acres by hand instead.120 From 1876 to 1900, Moher used
both mowers and horse rakes in making hay. Scythes were reserved for cutting small portions of
hay on difficult slopes which would be too steep to use a team and mower on.121 The labour
saving advantages of horse drawn implements were well recognized by the 1860s. In 1869, the
Family Encyclopedia stated in regard to the horse rake, “It is not exaggerating to say that a man,
116
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boy and horse will perform in the most perfect manner with this implement, as much work as
from 8 to 10 men with common hand rakes. Thus it saves great expense of labor, enables the
farmer to get up his hay in advance of storms and showers, to close work at proper hours at
night…”122 Furthermore, the Encyclopedia stated, “[e]very year mowing machines are becoming
more and more indispensable in our farming- we lack hands, and can better afford to keep horses
and cattle than men. The grass is cut by horse-power, cured by horse-power, and unloaded and
mowed away by horse- power.”123 In 1882, the Mohers spent parts of twelve days on mowing
and raking hay.124 From the field, hay was forked onto wagons and drawn in to the barn by a
team of horses. Figure 8 shows a full load of hay drawn by a team of horses belonging to
Moher’s grandson Bernard Leahy wearing light blankets to keep flies from sweaty areas chafed
by harness.125 Most barns built in the later decades of the nineteenth century had complex pulley
systems connected to a large fork which was used in unloading hay and grain, and was operated
by a single tow horse whose job was to simply walk forward while hitched to a rope and pulley
that lifted the load of hay. The job of driving the tow horse was often performed by an older
child, likely over eight or nine years old, as one of the first jobs they could do with a horse.
Ploughing resumed sporadically throughout the summer when haying was not underway,
beginning on June 29th in 1882. 126 The Mohers engaged in summer fallowing, a practice which
consisted of letting land sit vacant for a season to replenish it. Through the resting year, the
fallow ground was ploughed down, thereby controlling weed growth and adding plant matter to
the soil. It could be hot and dusty work for both men and horses.
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The grain harvest followed haying and summer fallowing, and in no other task in the farm
year was horse machinery as revolutionary. First the mower, then the reaper, and then finally the
binder changed the process of grain harvesting, reducing the number of workers needed while
increasing horses required for harvesting. Prior to the 1870s, grain was harvested by hand in
Douro.127 The scythe was typically used, and from 1857 the cradle, a large wooden basket
attached to a longer scythe blade which held a sheaf’s worth of cut grain.128 William Moher
harvested 270 bushels of wheat from 22 acres of land using the cradle in 1871.129 Men would cut
the grain, dropping each sheaf’s worth from their cradle which was then laboriously tied with a
plait of straw by another worker, often a woman or child. Later the sheaves would be stooked
into a pile by hand to await collection. This was clearly a highly laborious and time consuming
task. In 1868, Denis Leahy hired a crew of men to cradle his bumper crop of 2800 bushels of
wheat on his farm at Lot 8, Concession 2.130 George Clarke, a prominent local politician who
resided in the first concession, was known to hire a dozen men in Peterborough for the harvest
season in the 1850s and 1860s.These men spent their days cradling grain as a work gang, and the
sight of such a large body of men working created lasting impressions in neighbour’s
memories.131
In the early 1870s, a succession of horse drawn mechanized implements arrived in Douro
which served to radically change the harvesting of grain. The mower, pulled by a team, could cut
grain as it did hay, laying it flat on the ground to be raked and tied into sheaves. In 1873 the
combined mower-reaper was introduced to Douro; it had a large revolving reel which bent down
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grain to be cut, cut the grain and dropped it in sheaf-sized bundles.132 It was noted that this early
machine was a good mower but a poor reaper, likely cutting hay well but struggling with grain.
The binder went even further, which cut grain and tied it into sheaves, eliminating the need for
hand tying. By 1888, the Mohers were using an early binder, cutting grain with it on six days in
the summer of that year. The binder appeared to be prone to breakdowns, with Moher going to
town by horse and buggy for repairs on August 7th.133 At this time, the Mohers had sufficient
horses and human labour to cut grain with both the binder and mower on the same day, as well as
drawing in grain, requiring six or seven horses and several men.134 A typical practice when
harvesting grain was for two horses to draw the binder in the morning, and in the afternoon,
following a rest, water, and feed for the team at lunch, a third, fresh horse would be added to the
team to give an added boost to finish the day as is shown in Figure 9.135
Following the grain harvest, various other small crops such as peas, potatoes, and other
root vegetables were harvested and drawn in using teams and wagons. Bare fields began to be
worked again in preparation for seeding fall wheat or for spring planting following the same
patterns used in the spring, with the Mohers commencing fall ploughing on September 7th in
1876.136 Ploughing often continued into the late fall, with ploughing finally ending due to frosts
too heavy to plough through, with November 28th , for example, being the last day in 1876 of
ploughing for the Mohers.137
Following the harvest of grain, it was drawn to barns by team and wagon to be threshed
later or in some cases it was threshed in the field following harvest. Until the middle of the
132
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1850s, grain was threshed or separated from its hull by hand with flails in Douro.138 At this time,
however, William Moher’s brother Patrick returned from Michigan, where he had been working,
and saw portable threshing mills used. Moher developed plans for a machine, and brought them
to Marcello Mowry in Ashburnham on the outskirts of Peterborough who built a mill according
to the plans.139 Various Moher siblings appear to have invested in this machine, with William
Moher noting in his account book that he, Patrick, and their sister Elizabeth all owned shares in
the mill.140 Moher threshed grain for dozens of farmers in Douro from 1855 to at least 1859 in
the late summer and fall months, typically beginning in the middle of August at the end of grain
harvest.141 To do so, he travelled from farm to farm with the mill and the horse powered
treadmill which ran it, drawn by a team of horses.142 One horse, with replacements kept on hand,
powered the treadmill which consisted of an inclined slatted ramp which was turned by the horse
continually walking on it. The treadmill then powered the threshing machine into which sheaves
of grain were fed with grain and straw exiting separately at the other end. Moher and his horses
set a furious pace threshing, working at 38 farms on 35 days between August 10th and September
22nd, 1858.143 Moher commenced threshing that year with his own work on August 10th, and
then proceeded on the 11th to Denis Leahy’s, whose wife, Mary Moher, was William’s sister and
a co-owner on the threshing machine and treadmill.144 Sundays were reserved as the one day of
rest for man and team in this period of work. Moher continued with this work until 1870, when
he sold his machinery to a consortium of 20 men for 101 Bushels of wheat and $202.145 This
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threshing machine appears to have been the only one present in Douro Township in this period;
only one is listed in the 1871 Census.146 Threshing by horse power required constant exertions of
horse power in running the treadmill as well as in transporting the machinery from one farm to
another. The farmer whose grain was being threshed was expected to provide oats for the
threshers’ horses, and on March 9th 1891, Moher records his younger sons threshing oats by hand
with flails for the threshers’ horses which came on the 11th and 12th of March.147 The use of horse
powered threshing machines further increased the dependence of Moher and his threshing
neighbours upon the work of horses for their yearly grain crop.
By the early 1900s, steam-powered threshing machines had replaced horse-powered ones
as seen in Figure 10.148 In this photograph from the early 1900s, taken at Joe Cavanagh’s, the
threshing machine was powered by a steam engine but horses were used for drawing the grain
from the stooks in the field to the machine. Neighbours would be asked to help at threshings and
would often bring a team of horses to draw grain or power threshing machines before steam
power emerged. The team on the left has a load of grain sheaves which are being fed into the
machine, while the team on the right has a load of bagged grain ready for delivery to the barn or
market. The amount of snow on the ground indicates this photograph was taken in November or
December, a slower time of year popular for threshing grain.
Through the winter months, grain, hay, and other produce were drawn to market by horse
and wagon or sleigh, and this subject will be more thoroughly examined in the chapter on “The
Road Horse”. The Moher horses were also kept busy working in the woods as well as on the
roads. In 1871, fifteen cords of firewood were cut and hauled out of the Mohers’ woods by team
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and wagon or sleigh as well as 25 large spruce or cedar logs for sale.149 The year 1882 saw
horses used on at least 53 occasions in the woods for hauling out loads of firewood, skidding
large logs, and hauling loads of cedar timbers meant for splitting into rails.150 This horse work
was part of a gradual process of land clearing undertaken by the Mohers on their farms at Lot 9
and Lot 10, Concession 7 which saw cleared acreages increase from 70 acres each in 1873 to 100
acres and 90 acres cleared, respectively, upon William Moher’s death in 1914.151
Between 1850 and 1900, great advancements were made in farm technology used in
Douro. Horse drawn implements came to replace intensive human labour as seen by the
replacement of the scythe and cradle by mower and binder, and flail by the horse-powered
threshing machine. Horse labour came to take the place of human labour as horses became more
prevalent and though costly to purchase, horses did not require the payment of wages and
feeding them fit into the crop rotation, thereby helping farmers with cash flow.
As horse-related farm technology improved in the second half of the nineteenth century,
so too did the variety of horses available to Douro farmers. Margaret Derry argues in Horses in
Society that Canadian horse breeding in the era followed trends toward increasing specialization
in breed, such as the Standardbred and Clydesdale, and type of horses like the trotter or heavy
draught.152 Evolving from general purpose horses, heavy horses, used for work in the fields,
forests, and industrial settings emerged as distinct “types” from light horses used for more rapid
travel and light cartage. During this transitory period, conflicting trends and opinions existed
towards what constituted the ideal farm horse. Some argued that light, all-purpose horses were
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best for farm work, while others increasingly saw heavy horses as ideal as there was a strong
market for them in urban areas and they were useful in pulling the increasingly heavy
machinery.153 The all-purpose horse which Derry refers to as the chunk appears to have been
looked down upon in Douro, where calling a horse a “chunk” was considered a disparaging
remark. Derry’s analysis of the ideal farm horse does not appear to consider the increasing
degree of mechanization on the farm and quality of rural roads as being conducive to horse
specialization. The introduction of the heavy multi-furrow plough and reaper or binder added
greatly to the exertions required by farm horses which were replacing human labourers, while the
improvements of roads allowed lighter, faster horses advantages where formerly stronger horses
were needed to traverse rough and broken roads. As these developments occurred in different
regions at different times, confusion across the province as to the ideal horse is understandable.
To get horsemen to agree to an ideal has been and continues to be an impossible task.
This drive towards horse improvement and specialization was clearly present on some
farms in Douro Township in the second half of the nineteenth century. Farmers bred their mares
with the intention of developing desirable horses for sale or for their own usage, and as such
followed developing trends and breeding innovations.
Crucially, as Derry notes, horses in North America were much more likely to be driven
than to be ridden. This trend towards driving held true for all class of people with North
American horse breeders favouring trotting or pacing light horse “breeds” such as American
Standardbreds or Morgans over the running Thoroughbreds of Great Britain.154 The
Standardbred was selected primarily on its trotting speed in one mile time trials, and as such
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created a breed known for speed and endurance. In Douro Township, these horses were known
as trotters, road horses, or blood horses, differentiating them from heavier work horses. Sturdy
and reliable Morgans were present in the Douro area as early as the 1840s, when Daniel
Kennedy bought a team of three-year-old Morgan mares from John Kelly of Dummer at a fair in
neighbouring Warsaw. Capable of both heavy work and efficient road driving, the good natured
Morgan was a useful all-purpose horse. Descendants of these mares were kept by the Kennedys
into the 1960s, as seen in Figure 11, evidence of the lasting quality of the Morgans and the bond
formed between the family and their horses.155
Strong off-farm markets for trotting stock existed, as driving horses were required by
many living in cities or who did not breed horses themselves.156 This led to farmers raising more
horses than they needed for their own work, as well as specialized types of horses. The
Standardbred came to dominate the light horse population in Canada by the late 1880s, driving
out less specialized lines of trotting horses which had existed before.157 Figure 12 shows Michael
James Leahy of Lot 7, Concession 2 buying a trotter at a stable in Peterborough in the late 1890s
or early 1900s.158 The photograph is symbolic, with Leahy, the purchaser, holding the halter of
his new horse, while the seller stands beside his sale with a hand upon the horse’s mane. Long
backed and narrower chested, as seen in the photograph, the Standardbred was built for trotting
harness work and speed, such as in driving on the road with buggy or cutter, but lacked the
versatility of the earlier types of shorter backed and wider chested horses, which could be ridden
more effectively and perform more heavy pulling work in the fields or the woods.
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At the same time, the trend toward specialization saw the increasing development of
heavy draft horse breeds. Heavy horses were in great demand off the farm for industrial and
transport work in cities, and at the same time saw increasing usage on the farm as well.159
Developed from strains of the British Clydesdales, Shires, and Suffolk Punches as well as the
French Percheron, draft horse breeding became increasingly prevalent in Douro, as in the rest of
Ontario, in the closing decades of the nineteenth century before reaching its zenith in the early
twentieth century.160 Farmers used draft stallions to breed existing mares adding size, strength,
and bone to their progeny, and by following this practice for several generations could in effect
breed up to the grade of full draft horse. “Canadian-bred Clydesdale”, for example, was a term
used to refer to this type of horse which was largely Clydesdale but traced some of its pedigree to
lighter stock.161 Figure 13 shows Patrick Leahy, who farmed at Lot 4, Concession 2 in Douro
with a young Clydesdale of this type in the 1890s. Leahy favoured this breed, and exhibited them
locally for several decades. 162 In the first Canadian Draught Horse Stud Book, which was issued
in 1889, a Mr. Irwin of Peterborough is recorded as having purebred Clydesdales, and in the
1890s the Mohers bred several mares to Irwin’s stallions.163 Many farmers, however, found the
long legged and heavily feathered Clydesdale to be ill suited for farm work, lacking some of the
hardiness of other breeds. The feathering of the Clydesdale`s legs, so popular in the show ring,
was a constant source of trouble as the hair became choked and tatted with mud easily, leading to
infection if not cleaned thoroughly.164 In Ontario, a large faction of farmers preferred medium
size horses to heavy drafts for farm work through the 1880s and 1890s as these horses were
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popular for off farm sales as well as handling more tightly than larger horses.165 The Suffolk
Punch was a smaller, more compact breed of draft horse which failed to gain the widespread
acclaim of the other British breeds in Ontario, perhaps due to its smaller base population in
England. A Suffolk Punch stallion was used in Douro, however, in the 1880s. William Moher
noted on May 11th, 1888 that his horse Jane had foaled, with the foal, Jess, being sired by Mr.
Crough`s Suffolk Punch stallion.166 The $8 dollar fee for breeding to a purebred stallion common
at the time was equivalent to the value of a steer or young heifer, indicating the valuable nature
of quality genetics.167 By the late 1880s, then, draft breeding was beginning to be available in
Douro Township, with farmers having access to some draft stallions locally.
Most farmers did not keep a stallion, as they were only required at breeding time and
therefore without large numbers of mares to breed were not economic to keep. They also
required housing separate from mares and were more difficult to work with. Stallions were
accessed in a variety of ways by owners with mares to be bred. As early as 1858, Moher noted
breeding mares to stallions belonging to local farmers. Moher’s gray mare “took Costelo’s
Horse” on June 1st 1858, with her then foaling May 26th, 1859.168 Mares often have an early heat
10 to 12 days after foaling, and so on June 8th, 1859 “the Gray mare took Bille’s Horse.”169
Finally, Moher bred two mares, Dolly and Jenny, to “Hair’s Horse” in June and July of 1859.170
As the Hairs lived in Dummer Township, it is likely that Moher drove these mares to Hair’s to be
bred, as well as to Costello and Bille’s to be bred to their stallions.171 Moher appeared to favour
the practice of bringing mares to stallions to be bred, and continued with it from year to year. In
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1876, Moher had three mares bred, though with some difficulty. Mag was bred May 15th without
incident, but Lucy required three breedings before getting in foal.172 Lucy, a gray mare, was bred
to Daniel Moher’s horse on May 22nd and then again on June 5th, with no luck both times. In an
attempt to solve the problem, William and Hanora drove Lucy to town by buggy on June 12th,
and had her bred there, to which breeding she appears to have held.173 A third mare, Dolly,
required two breedings to Shearer’s horse before settling to her July 29th breeding date.174 The
fact that Moher bred his mares to three different stallions in this year indicates that he was trying
to match the mares traits with complimentary stallions which would result in the best foal in each
situation whether that was to increase size, strength, weight, or action. By 1882, Moher appears
to have found a stallion he approved of in Mr. Boyd of Peterborough’s horse, bringing four
mares to town to be bred to him in June of that year.175 This stallion could have belonged to
Mossom Boyd, a lumber baron in Peterborough, Victoria, and Haliburton Counties who
extensively bred purebred cattle and horses.176
In addition to farmers bringing their mares to stallions to be bred, another option existed
which helped them access varied diverse genetics. In the second half of the nineteenth century
and the first half of the twentieth, quality stallions were “roaded”, a practice in which the
stallion’s owner drove him through various townships, allowing local farmers to breed their inseason mares to the horse. In some cases, the stallion himself was driven, pulling a buggy or
light wagon, while in others a second horse drew the buggy while the stallion was tied behind
and followed along. In 1888, the Mohers engaged in roading a stallion. A foal named Ned had
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been born to Jane on June 3rd 1881, sired by a stallion kept in Warsaw, and unlike most other
male foals was not castrated, being instead kept for breeding purposes due to his desirable
conformation and genetic quality.177 In 1887, Moher gave Ned to his oldest son Michael Henry
as a gift, and in the spring of 1887 and 1888, Michael Henry roaded the stallion throughout
Peterborough County, generating extra income for himself while also enjoying his passion for
working with horses. Michael Henry, while travelling with Ned, would stay the night at his
father’s while in the area. This occurred on May 3rd, 10th, 17th, and 24th 1888, at weekly intervals,
while Michael Henry made rounds through Douro, Dummer, Asphodel, Otonabee, and
Ennismore townships.178 The Mohers’ experiment with roading horses was cut short by Michael
Henry’s death in November 1888, following which Ned was sold to Mr. Bennett of Peterborough
for $140, with the money given to Michael Henry’s young widow.179
Breeding fees were charged by the owners of stallions, whether the stallions were roaded
or bred at home. In 1888, Moher paid “$5 per leap” to breed a mare and a young filly to a
stallion bearing the name “Ontario Chief” with an extra $3 added for insurance, while on May
27th, 1890, Moher wrote, “Francis put Filly to harveys horse St. Laurence insurance for 8
dollars.”180 Foal insurance typically guaranteed the birth of a “live and galloping foal” the next
spring, with a return of money paid if not. The Mohers clearly used a variety of stallions to
accomplish their breeding goals, with breeding taking place in May or June for foals born in
April or May of the following year.
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Numerous stallions appear to have been available to farmers in Douro, and were able to
be accessed in a variety of ways. This abundance of breeding options allowed horse breeders to
utilize different genetics in an attempt to breed the best foals from their mares. In this way,
farmers in Douro began to introduce new breeds of horse such as the Clydesdale or Standardbred
into their herds in an attempt to improve their horses’ performance in heavy work or driving. The
sale of foals which were not needed for the farm’s use could be of benefit, offering additional
income, while purchases of new mares or stallions was a way of bringing in new genetics from
which to breed.
Just as horse populations in Douro were improved through breeding choices, the buying
and selling of horses was able to expand the working horse population in the township.
Additionally, buying young horses, training them, and then selling them for a profit was a means
by which a skilled horseman could earn extra money, and was practiced by Moher. New horses
could also be bought to balance teams, as horses matched in size and temperament worked
better, drawing loads evenly and in unison. Horses could be sourced in Peterborough, where
Moher noted buying a horse at a sale on April 8th 1876 for $97.181 Numerous opportunities
existed locally for farmers to acquire new horses as well, and Moher wrote at the end of March,
1879 that, “[t]here was a sale of stock and implements nearly every day this month in the
neighbourhood. Horses in particular is very cheap.”182 William attended his nephew Daniel
Moher’s sale on April 10th, 1879 and, “Sold bay colt got from Patrick Moher… Sold him to
David Whatley for one hundred dollars seven months from date.” 183 Moher was able to find a
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buyer in the crowd for his own horse, Charley, whom he had broken to harness in 1876.184
Perhaps Whatley was unable to purchase the type of horse he wanted from Daniel Moher, and
instead was able to broker a deal with William. The case of Charley, who had passed through
three owners while still a young horse, demonstrates the degree of horse trading which could go
on and how horses might pass through many owners in their life time. Following the sale of the
colt to Whatley, Moher appears to have invested some of the proceeds in buying a young colt at
David Guerrin’s sale in Douro for $52.50 on April 1st, 1879.185 Horse buying required a skilled
eye and intuition, as the qualities of the horse, both negative and positive needed to be appraised
by the prospective buyer. As Derry notes, many horse sellers were not above using trickery to
hide flaws in horses. Lameness, sores, bad temperedness, excessive tail switching, and poor
breathing could all be disguised while buyers inspected animals.186
“Horse stories” became part of the local oral tradition. A story was told of a farmer in Douro
who wished to sell an old mare. This mare caused the farmer great trouble, as whenever she lay
down she could not get back up. When the farmer came to the barn in the mornings and found
her down, he would use a block and tackle to raise her up to her feet. A buyer purchased the
mare, while she was standing, and took her home. The next morning he returned, furious at
having bought a horse that could not stand up. He blamed the farmer for not having warned him
of the mare’s problem, and demanded his money back. “Now don’t tell me I didn’t warn you,”
replied the farmer to the buyer’s agitated complaints, “I said I’d raised her meself!”
As the nineteenth century progressed, the number of horses in Douro Township increased
significantly. Farming came to rely increasingly upon horses for motive power. Horses pulled
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heavier and larger ploughs, and critically replaced the scythe with the horse drawn mower,
reaper, and binder. A farmer could with himself and two horses accomplish what formerly had
taken a crew of men. Through the use of horse powered threshing mills, horses threshed the
grain they had seeded and harvested before transporting it to market. From seeding to harvest,
the horse was absolutely crucial in the growing of crops for human consumption and forages on
farms to feed horses and other livestock as well as in harvesting fuel and timber. Major breeding
decisions were also made on the farm throughout the year. The latter half of the nineteenth
century saw an explosion in the variety of horses available to Douro farmers, and with these
options some farmers were able to follow trends towards light and heavy horse specialization in
an attempt to improve the working efficiencies of their horses. Horses were bought and sold, and
so shared genetics from farm to farm. Ideal work teams could be created through a fortuitous
purchase, and young horses could be bought and trained cheaply before being sold for a profit.
In Douro, the horse was crucial to the success of the farm. Greater numbers and better
quality horses as seen on William Moher’s farm allowed more land to be worked, and thereby
could create greater income for the family. The horse saw increasing use in mixed farming
operations as technology advanced allowing the horse to be used for tasks which were previously
only done with human labour. Farmers such as William Moher increased their horse numbers,
which allowed them to farm more land. At the same time, progressive minded farmers bred
horses on their farms to suit their own needs, both in farm work and travel. The tremendous
value of the horse extended beyond the farm onto the network of roads surrounding it, and the
horse’s role in rural travel will be examined in the following chapter.
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Chapter Three: The Road Horse
In March 1879, William Moher and his family made 47 outings by horse drawn vehicles.
Of these journeys, 26 were made to the town of Peterborough, while the rest were within Douro
Township or to neighbouring Lakefield. One noteworthy exception was a longer drive to
Asphodel Township made by Michael Henry and Eliza Jane to visit relatives of Hanora and to
attend Mass at St. Paul’s in Norwood.187 The busiest day found William going to Peterborough
with a horse and cutter to pay accounts, Michael Henry taking a load of straw by team and sleigh
to sell in town, and Thomas James doing the same with a load of firewood.188 The Mohers, then,
had five horses on the roads between Douro and Peterborough that day pulling one cutter and
two sleighs. Clearly, horses were used extensively for travel, averaging more than one road
journey per day for the family in this month. Moher does not remark upon these numerous
journeys being unusual, suggesting the normalcy of frequent travel. Although travel regularity
sometimes varied throughout the year the Moher family travelled by horse extensively, with
Moher having recorded the family making 255 journeys in 1888 for example.189
For each and every one of the numerous journeys which the Moher family and their
neighbours made, horses, whether driven singly or in a team, were responsible for conveying
people, their vehicles, and their goods to various destinations. The critical role of the horse in
road travel in second half of the nineteenth century can be best understood through a study of
road development in the township, vehicle usage, and long distance travel.
By the second half of the nineteenth century, horse-drawn vehicles came to be the
primary means of travel in Douro Township. Beginning with the early settlement of the township
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in the 1820s, trails were hacked out of the bush which eventually broadened into rough roads.
These early trails were largely travelled on foot, due to their rough conditions and the paucity of
draught animals in the township.190 As oxen numbers grew, crude vehicles emerged with the
earliest consisting of a forked tree trunk. The trunk of the tree was used as the pole which passed
through the oxen’s yoke, while timbers were sometimes nailed across the forks to make a
platform.191 In other cases loads were just placed on the branches of the tree.192 The jumper
appeared next which was a rough sleigh with wooden runners, similar to later stoneboats.193 Two
wheeled ox carts then emerged, with solid block wheels 50 inches in diameter and 8 inches wide,
as well as four wheeled wagons built in a similar manner.194 By 1850, however, horse-based
travel had emerged. By 1854 horses equalled oxen in number with approximately 425 of each in
the township, and horses continued to increase as the slower oxen declined in number. 195
From the middle of the nineteenth century, questions about horses and roads dominated
the public administration of Douro Township. In 1850, Douro elected its first Township Council.
Of the five councillors, one was William Moher’s brother James, and another their brother-inlaw Denis Leahy.196 While the first meeting of Council dealt primarily with procedural structure
and appointments, the second meeting got down to business. When Council convened at
Timothy Leahy’s Farmer’s Inn on the Dummer Road in the Seventh Concession on February
19th, 1850, the very first piece of new business regarded the practice of livestock, particularly
horses, being allowed to roam at large, grazing in the ditches and on roadsides.197 Council
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decreed, “That stallions running at large shall pay a fine of five dollars. And where damages can
be proved by service of Mares in undue season the fine to be doubled… Rams ten shillings Bulls
ten shillings and Boars ten shillings.”198 Potentially dangerous male animals were thereby
encouraged to be kept at home, where they could cause less damage to people and property and
not cause undesired pregnancies. The issue of wandering livestock on township roads continued
to be a pressing issue for Council.
Overshadowing the need to keep animals off township roads was the need for road
maintenance and expansion. A tremendous amount of council’s time was devoted to the question
of roads, and following the by-law regarding roaming livestock, council introduced further laws
governing overseers of roads and highways and for regulating the performance of statute labour
by township residents upon the roads.199 Residents of Douro could opt to pay their municipal
taxes by performing statute labour on local roads, and thereby save actual money for other uses.
In the nineteenth century, the main thoroughfares which passed through Douro were the
Dummer or Warsaw Road which traced its way through the township from Peterborough in the
west to Warsaw in neighbouring Dummer Township to the west, and the Boundary Road which
began on the outskirts of Peterborough and ran east between Douro and Otonabee Townships.
Concession Roads, which were oriented north and south, intersected these larger roads allowing
access to travel routes.
From mid-century onwards, a daily stage which consisted of a light wagon drawn by a
team of horses shown in Figure 14 travelled through Douro Township.200 It followed a route
from the village of Warsaw, located in Dummer Township to the immediate east of Douro, to the
198
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town of Peterborough, making stops at hotels along the way.201 The stage route started in
Warsaw, and followed the Warsaw Road west, then swung south on the Fourth Line of Douro to
the village of Douro, where it again headed west on the Douro Road, meeting the Warsaw Road
again between the Sixth and Seventh Lines, from where the stage would continue on to
Peterborough. This route is shown in the map of the Township presented in Figure 15.202 In
1906, Mrs. David Condon, then a woman of advanced age, claimed there to have been 16 taverns
along the fourteen miles of road between Warsaw and Peterborough, naming each
individually.203 The prevalence of hotels and taverns along a main thoroughfare suggests a
variety of locations for travellers and their horses to stop to rest and eat while on the road
existed.
Roads were built with horses for horse travel. The typical construction of a road is
described in a contract for road building awarded by Township Council to Denis Dwyer in
1869.204 For $175, Dwyer was to construct a road across the Eighth Concession between Lots
Ten and Eleven. Dwyer was given detailed instruction by Council which decreed:
… where it requires to be bridged on the swampy portions, that he lay logs and
poles of sufficient size to make a good and substantial road, the timber to be 10 feet
in length, in width of bridge and laid close side by side and also a sufficient
quantity of green bush laid on the bridge thus made, to make a good road with
sufficient clay laid on the bridge thus made to cover it thoroughly and make a good
and durable road of the same; and that portion of the road composed of dry land to
be levelled and graded in such a way as to make a good passable road…205
New roads were built with great exertion, both by men and their horses or oxen which
drew logs for bridging wet ground, and clay and later gravel for smoothing the roadway. It was
201

Edmison, Douro, 83.
See Figure 15.
203
“Old Douro Days Are Recalled By Mrs. Condon”, Peterborough Examiner, May 29, 1906.
204
Edmison, Douro, 77.
205
Edmison, Douro, 77.
202

52

horses, too, which drew the scrapers and graders meant to level uneven roads which the
Township began to purchase in the 1860s.206 These early roads were largely built upon the soil
without added aggregate material and were therefore highly susceptible to damage by rain,
flooding, and travel.207
The performance of statute labour was the primary means by which roads were
maintained for travel usage. The amount of labour required was decided by the value of property
which a landowner possessed. In 1876, for example, William Moher was the owner of three
properties valued at a total of $4200.208 As such, numerous days of labour were required to fulfill
the municipal tax requirement. In the fall of that year, Moher, his sons, workers, and horses
performed 14 days of man labour, alongside the value of 20 horse days. Different combinations
of men and horses were used to accomplish required labour. Michael Henry and Logan, a hired
man, worked on the road November 2nd, thereby fulfilling two day’s-worth of labour.209 On
November 3rd, Moher noted, “Working on road near Buckleys, self 2 teams and teamster and P.
O’Donel.”210 The value of the work of a man with a team of horses was often worth double that
of a man on his own, so teams of horses could be provided and driven by other teamsters as a
means of reducing the amount of time owed. In this case, Moher provided four horses of his own
as well as the labour of Patrick O’Donel, a hired boy, and was assisted by a teamster who was
likely tasked with driving Moher’s second team due to O’Donel’s youth. November 23rd and 24th
were spent drawing gravel for the road to the school house by William and another man, John
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Ardeal, with two teams of Moher’s horses.211 Moher describes the last of the statute labour for
1876 was performed on November 29th: “Very fine day looks like Indian Summer though there is
about an inch of snow on the ground M.H. Logan and team working on the Road to School
house forenoon filling in stone on mud holes Self, P. O’Donel M.H. Logan and two teams after
noon.”212 The labours made by horses, as well as men, served to improve their lives in terms of
future travel, alleviating some of the difficulty of road travel at this time.
Constant road maintenance was required to avoid injury to horses used in travel, injuries
which the Township was liable for preventing.213 The rough and treacherous corduroy log roads
could cause broken legs and sprains for horses whose legs were caught between logs, while
further damage also occurred to wagons and buggies in travel. The injured parties would often
resort to legal proceedings against Douro Township. Of particular note was a lawsuit in 1869
concerning Mr. J. Fitzpatrick, a resident of neighbouring Dummer Township. In 1869, a horse of
Fitzpatrick’s was injured on a Douro road on his way to Peterborough -- an injury which resulted
in the death of the animal and led Fitzpatrick to sue Douro Township for the value of his horse.
A Special Session of Council was convened by Reeve William Moher on April 20th 1869, when
Council resolved to retain John Burnham, a prominent Peterborough lawyer, for $25 to defend
them in the case.214 Burnham’s efforts were in vain and on December 28th, 1869 Council moved
to, “…consult Mr. Scott the lawyer as to the possibility of having the verdict against the
Township in the matter of Fitzpatrick for the value of a horse set aside, and if he should hold out
a probability that their the necessary steps be taken to have a new trial, or the verdict appealed
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gainst him in some way.”215 At the same time, Council voted to extend, “…ten dollars to Wm
Moher reimbursing loss time in attending to the suit between the municipality and Fitzpatrick of
Dummer.”216 For the reeve, then, this cloud appeared to have a silver lining. The matter of
Fitzpatrick’s horse was finally resolved in April 1870. Council minutes noted, “$187 80/100
being the amount paid to Mr. Weller for damages and costs in the suit of Fitzpatrick vs. the
Township for loss of a horse.”217 Fitzpatrick appears to have finally recovered the value of his
horse, which by the amount awarded to him by the court appears to have been a fairly expensive
animal. William Moher, for example, bought a horse from his brother Patrick on April 8th 1876
for $97, which he later sold in April 1877 for $100.218 The cost of this incident to the Township
was therefore over $220, in addition to the time and efforts put forward in the matter, an amount
even more significant when it is noted that three log bridges over the Indian River were built in
1870 for a combined cost of $615.20.219
The maintenance of road infrastructure suitable to travel by horse was a primary concern
for the residents of Douro as well as their elected officials.220 It was these roads, travelled by
horse, which enabled people to carry on the majority of their business, social, and personal lives,
and as such great amounts of time and expense were expended in improvements and
maintenance.
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A great demand for horse drawn vehicles existed in Peterborough County in the second
half of the nineteenth century as many families required different types of vehicles for travel. An
extensive industry existed to service this demand as is evident in T. W. Poole’s 1867 The Early
Settlement of Peterborough in which numerous advertisements for Peterborough businesses are
found. Among these, three businesses advertise the sale of horse drawn vehicles. Patrick Galvin,
proprietor of a Carriage and Wagon Factory which also performed General Blacksmithing
offered sleighs and waggons as headlining items as well as carts, barrows, and harrows.221 John
Doharty also advertised his Carriage and Waggon Factory and General Blacksmithing
Establishment, noting, “A Large number of Waggons, Carriages, Buggies, Sleighs, Cutters,
Harrows &c., of the Best Material and Workmanship, always on hand and SOLD CHEAP FOR
CASH.”222 John Douglas, attempting to revitalize his brand, advertised his new Carriage and
Waggon Factory, which was located 100 yards west of his old one, “Where First Class Buggies,
Carriages, Waggons, Sleighs, &c., &c., will be kept on hand or made to order OF THE BEST
MATERIAL, CHEAP FOR CASH.”223 These three competing establishments attempted to
highlight their excellence in price, quality of material and workmanship, and diversity of product
demonstrating the competitive market for horse drawn vehicles in the Peterborough area at this
time.
Numerous horse drawn vehicles were used by the residents of Douro Township as they
pursued their daily activities. The 1871 Census, for example, records 39 fancy horse-drawn
vehicles, carriages or sleighs, in the township and 311 ordinary vehicles comprised of wagons
and sleds.224 These vehicles, each designed to suit a particular purpose, environment, social
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setting, and season are reflective of the culture of horse facilitated travel of the time and are
indicative of the versatility of the horse in transport and travel.
Each season had its specialized vehicles. Once sufficient snow was present in the fall,
wheeled vehicles were put away and cutters and sleighs, possessing runners capable of skidding
over the snow, were brought out. Likewise, as snow began to disappear in the spring months,
wheeled rigs such as buggies, wagons, and carriages made their reappearance. The decision of
when to switch vehicles was a personal one, as wheels were still practical in shallow depths of
snow, while runners were inefficient and added extra burdens to horses without sufficient snow
cover. Disparate road conditions could make efficient travel extremely difficult, with Moher
noting on April 16th, 1879, “Roads to town yesterday were nice and dry on some places and
plenty of mud and snow on other places so there were dry roads, muddy roads, and good
sleighing yesterday.”225 The wrong choice of vehicle created great difficulty in travelling, as
Moher experienced going to church on Easter Sunday in April 1877, “Had waggon out for first
time this spring. Could scarcely come up McCarty's hill in waggon snow was so deep and soft
and had to come out passing Chas. Farley's little house as horses could scarcely travel through
the deep soft snow.”226
William Moher had strong opinions on when certain vehicles should be used, and noted
extensively the transition periods in fall and spring, placing particular emphasis upon those
people he deemed to be erring in their vehicle choice. In the late fall of 1876, Moher kept track
of what others were driving at this transitory time of year. On November 26th he noted, “D.
Moher with sleigh, brought Mrs Cadigan [the schoolteacher] out, 1 inch snow no frost” and on
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the 27th “P. Moher here… had sleigh and horses in fact there no sleighing yet though there is a
few on the road.”227 Moher clearly did not think much of his relations’ vehicle choices. He
continued to be perturbed by people’s decisions to pre-emptively drive sleighs, remarking after
going to Mass in Douro on December 3rd, “No sleighing yet though there are a few driven on the
road who are persuaded there ought to be.”228 On the 6th Moher wrote, “good waggoning now”,
on the 9th, “No sleighing yet though there is some driven on the Road, there is good waggoning,”
and on the 10th, “About the same number of sleighs and wagons in town.”229 These comments
continued until Moher decided on December 18th, “sleighing today… sleighing is about fairly
commenced.”230
Three winter vehicles were primarily used in Douro in the second half of the nineteenth
century: the cutter, bobsleigh, and long sleigh. Although beyond the scope of this study, it must
be noted that horses drawing sleighs and cutters continued to be used for road travel in Douro
Township in instances into the 1940s owing to the absence of snowplows to clear the roads for
automobile travel. The cutter was the smallest and lightest winter vehicle, typically being drawn
by one horse and carrying one or two passengers on a single bench seat, although double seated
variations existed. A curving front board protected the passengers from snow kicked up by
horses’ feet. Moher first mentioned a cutter in 1856, noting in an account book the purchase of a
“cuttere” for three pounds as well as three pounds and five shillings for a set of harness.231 At
most, three adults travelled in one of the Mohers’ cutters, with William and Mary Ann taking

227

th

th

William Moher Diary, November 26 -27 1876. Douro, ON.
rd
William Moher Diary, December 3 , 1876.
229
th
th
th
William Moher Diary, December 6 , 9 , and 10 , 1876. Douro, ON.
230
th
William Moher Diary, December 18 , 1876.
231
William Moher Account Book, 1851-1859. Douro, ON.
228

58

Miss Edwards, the schoolteacher, to Peterborough in February of 1876.232 On March 7th, 1879,
William and Hanora travelled to Peterborough by horse and cutter to watch the races which were
often held on the frozen surface of Little Lake.233 The couple regularly travelled to town by
cutter, often when Moher had business to perform or meetings to attend. These excursions by
horse and cutter offered the couple precious time together, and gave Hanora a chance to market
eggs and butter, farm produce which was hers to sell. On this occasion, she sold four and a half
dozen eggs at 15 cents per dozen, bringing her a total of 67 cents.234 This journey shows the
complex and versatile nature of the cutter. The vehicle was attractive enough to appear at a social
event such as the races, practical for long journeys, offered an intimate setting for its passengers,
and could still accommodate some goods held in the lap or under the seat.
As the cutter was not used to draw heavy loads, light trotting horses were often used to
draw it. The cutter’s greatest advantage was its speed under good conditions, and as such, the
quickest horses were used. On a journey to visit Hanora’s relatives in Asphodel Township on
February 24th, 1888, Moher noted that the journey took two and a half hours. The return trip, on
the 27th, however, was accomplished in a mere one hour and 58 minutes.235 Moher clearly paid
great attention to the speed with which he could travel by horse and cutter, taking pride in his
horse’s speed and his horsemanship, which coupled with good roads, facilitated rapid travel.
The Moher family had at least two cutters in use at the same time and used the vehicle for
formal situations in winter, with Moher noting on March 12th, 1888 that the family went to a
funeral in Douro in two single cutters.236 The choice of two vehicles to bring the family to church
232
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instead of using a larger bobsleigh or longsleigh which could carry the whole family indicates the
preference for the cutter in formal situations such as a funeral. A horse and cutter was used
extensively for any travel which did not require the transport of large goods or numbers of
people, with visiting, business, and shopping excursions all being facilitated in the winter by the
use of the cutter.
For hauling large loads of goods, the Mohers used teams of horses to draw two forms of
larger sleighs. The longsleigh, as seen in Figure 16, was lighter in construction than the
bobsleigh, but still much heavier than the cutter and was drawn by a team of horses. 237 The
longsleigh’s major distinction was its fixed place runners, which ensured a smooth and efficient
ride when pulled by horses on good roads, but inhibited ease of travel in rough conditions, being
less yielding to rough ground than the moving bobs of the bobsleigh. Additionally, the fixed
runners of the longsleigh required a much greater turning radius than the bobsleigh, as teams
performing tight turns could potentially snap the sleigh’s pole. Both sleighs could carry large
loads, but the bobsleigh was preferred for heavy work and off road travel. The longsleigh was
viewed as a more elegant vehicle and preferred for smooth road travel. A family travelling by
longsleigh presented a more genteel appearance than if they were seen in the more workmanlike
bobsleigh and as such indicates a hierarchy among sleighs used. 238
Horses pulled the bobsleigh more often than the longsleigh. The bobsleigh was named for
its bobs, the large runners which the sleigh was drawn upon and was much heavier than the
cutter and can be seen in Figure 17.239 The bobsleigh had four runners, with the front two being
able to turn which allowed a team of horses to make tight turns and pull loads on rough roads or
237
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in the woods without tipping. The bunk, which sat upon the frame, could be altered to carry
different loads. Wooden sides could be put on for hauling firewood or grain, while large logs
could be drawn on the frame as in Figure 18.240
The Mohers made extensive use of sleighs in winter, using their horses to draw farm
produce such as grain and firewood to market in and around Peterborough, as well as
occasionally for personal travel. In the short winter of 1882, in which sleighing weather initially
lasted from January 7th to February 25th, the Mohers used sleighs on at least 33 occasions.241 In
this brief period, the Moher horses were heavily engaged in the transport of winter fuel to
Peterborough. Sixteen loads of firewood were drawn to town for sale by Michael Henry,
sometimes with the assistance of a younger brother, between January 24th and February 25th.242
With snow melting, the Mohers switched to wagons for drawing farm goods. A sporadic
resurgence of snowy weather in March saw six loads drawn on sleighs between March 10th and
15th, and five more between March 22nd and 25th.243 Horses hauled numerous goods such as
bagged oats and wheat, hay, straw, firewood, and logs by sleigh in the winter of 1882, all farm
products which could be sold in winter months, thereby providing income for the family. Moher
noted that heavier loads required greater depth of snow to reduce friction and be drawn
effectively with large loads drawn by horses with relative ease on well packed roads.244 Being
closer to the ground than conventional wagons, sleighs were easily loaded and were versatile in
what they could carry.
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Winter horse travel was often accompanied by the musical notes of sleigh bells. These
bells, which served both ornamental and practical purposes, have persisted in social memories to
this day in numerous Christmas songs. Single horses pulling cutters often had a long strap of
small bells buckled over them, while teams pulling sleighs had a larger single bell which hung
from the end of the sleigh pole. These bells served the purpose of announcing travellers’
presence, thereby avoiding collisions on the narrow winter roadways. Hearing the small bells of
a single horse, a driver could anticipate meeting a smaller oncoming vehicle which did not
require as much room to pass, while the deeper single bell heralded a larger vehicle to
manoeuvre around. Due to the unique tone of individual bells, many teamsters came to recognize
other travellers by the sound of their sleigh bells, and could discern who was approaching around
bends or in the dark.
Overall, winter horse travel was unique, requiring special vehicles and even changes in
road ways. Winter roads often deviated from the course of the actual roads to avoid steep hills or
heavily drifted areas. Drivers and their teams cut through fields to save time and exertion on the
part of horses.245 Whole sections of road would be avoided for the duration of the winter as
Moher noted on April 6th 1879, “…We travelled the line for the first time this winter from
O’Donnell’s gate to Eugene McCarthy it was so badly drifted…”246 Some winter roads came to
be known by name. Throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries a track crossed
the Eighth and Ninth Concessions through Coughlin and Maloney farms which connected the
dead end Seventh Line to the River Road. This winter road was known as the “Chisolm Trail”, a
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tongue-in-cheek reference to the arduous trail from Texas to Kansas along which herds of cattle
were driven in the 1860s and 1870s.247
Even following the best routes, travel by horse in the winter could be extremely difficult
at times. Moher relates with some frustration the difficulty he and his sons had in attempting to
bring a load of firewood to Peterborough in March of 1900:
Stormed all last night nice today Francis Albert and my Self started with 2 teams
and sleighs partly loaded with wood but had to shovel and take off the teams from
sleigh and drive them ahead to break the road between here and Mahoney’s loaded
the two half loads on Francis sleigh and he undertook to go to town with load but
could go no further than Coughlin’s cross and had to leave it there and come back
So we lost the time of two teams & three of our selves to get the load to Coughlin’s
cross on the forenoon. The roads are very badly blocked and there will be a very
small crowd of people in Peterborough today it have now stormed one week steady
without ceasing.248
In this situation, several strategies were employed to draw a heavy load through
deep snow to Peterborough with great difficulty such as sharing the load between two
teams of horses and using unhitched horses to break a trail through the deep snow. Moher
expressed his frustration with the time and effort of three men and four horses wasted in
accomplishing what would normally take a man and team a short time, and noted gloomily
that very few people would be able to make it into town due to the weather.
Two years later, in 1902, Moher described in great detail the labours which he, his
son Vincent, and their cutter horse had in returning home in heavy snow from
Peterborough:
Self and Vincent to town with horse and cutter. Roads very heavy & drifted though
shovelled out in a great many places. Snowed and drifted nearly all day. There was
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not a great many in town. The roads were very badly drifted coming home, we had
an upset near Carnigies caused by a snow drift. We got along fairly well until we
had to turn up our line, the line was so badly drifted it was most impossible to get
along. We had to unhitch from the cutter near Farley’s gate and lead the horse
home, and go back and draw the cutter by hand. About a hour after T.E. Whibbs &
son Mich came along but did not get quite so far until they had to unhitch & leave
the sleigh there until morning, though Albert, Vincent and his son George and
brother came to his assistance but all to no purpose, the sleigh had to remain out in
the cold until morning when they came back & shovelled the road. Brought home
the sleighs.249
Moher goes on to list three of his neighbours who, between them, had to rescue three teams
and eight people overnight who became stranded in the snow.250 The fear of being snowbound in
case of emergency existed for many, and steps were taken by some to avoid it. From the 1860s
through to the 1910s, Margaret Leahy, the wife of James Leahy, made sure that her husband and
sons harnessed a team to a sleigh following snowfalls and broke the road the length of their
property, travelling back and forth until the road was sufficiently packed for travel. This was
done as a form of civic duty, making sure that the family’s stretch of road was ready for
travellers in case of emergency or for a doctor to reach a patient.251
Travelling by horse and sleigh or cutter offered a diverse range of experiences. In some
cases, it was the best time of year to travel, with packed snow creating smooth and fast roads, a
welcome relief to the often muddy and treacherous roads of spring and fall. Heavy loads could
be drawn with ease on icy surfaces, and horses were not labouring under the hot sun. At other
times, however, winter presented many difficult and dangerous challenges to horse travel.
Drifting snow affected visibility and clogged roads, and could make even short journeys into
difficult slogs. Cold could sap the energy of both travellers and horses and so various methods of
249
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warming were used by travellers. Heavy buffalo or bear robes were used to wrap travellers, while
bricks or stones heated in stoves were used to keep feet warm.252 Like their human passengers,
horses, too needed to be kept warm to prevent chills and so horse blankets were used when the
horses were not moving, or in extreme conditions during work.253 Overall, winter travel in the
second half of the nineteenth century was a unique experience. Well packed roads allowed
winter vehicles to be pulled by horses with ease, allowing for extensive social and work travel,
but snowstorms, drifts, and melts could wreak havoc turning formerly easy drives into
exhausting slogs for horses and their drivers.
The transition back to wheeled rigs in the spring was heralded with great enthusiasm by
Moher. The switch back to wheels was indicative of better weather coming as a welcome respite
from the tedium of winter, but often this transition period was fraught with difficulty until spring
mud began to dry up. Moher describes in great detail the struggle he and his team faced in his
journey home by buggy from Peterborough on April 9th, 1879:

Self in town with horse and buggy the first buggy or waggon that went from
O'Donel's gate to E. McCarthy's since the forepart of winter owing to the snow been
so badly drifted. I was wrong in stating that waggons went there on the 7th inst, it
was Hugh O'Donel's field at the went, in coming home I was the first to drive on the
road from the Widow Linches house to Martin Nowlans house since the day before
the December fair last, roads having been so badly drifted. I then had to drive of the
road into Martin Nowlan's field on the south side of the road ontill I came to John
Coughlin's house formerly as the Road was impassable from Nowlans to Coughlins.
Michael O'Donel road with me in the buggy, ontill coming near Wm. McCarthy's he
had to come out owen to the debt of snow and the buggy getting stuck in the snow
drift, and scarcely come past Charles Farleys at all owen to the snow been soft since I
went their on the morning, business in town.254
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To be the first to travel by a wheeled vehicle in four months was a significant accomplishment in
his mind, and as such he describes the ardours of the journey in great detail.
Three general types of horse-drawn wheeled vehicles, the wagon, buggy, and carriage were
used by Douro Township residents during the spring, summer and fall. The Moher family
owned and used several of these different vehicles in the second half of the nineteenth century.
The wagon, or waggon as it was earlier spelled, was the most basic and common vehicle
and was distinguished by its long body and four wheels. Evolving from rudimentary vehicles
used in the 1830s and 1840s, waggons used in Douro in the second half of the nineteenth century
became increasingly diverse in construction and appearance.255 Until 1847, the basic cart and
four wheeled wagon were the only wheeled vehicles present in Douro, with so called pleasure
wagons, buggies and carriages, not arriving until the 1850s.256 In the second half of the
nineteenth century, the general purpose farm wagon continued to be employed for a variety of
tasks, both on the farm and in road travel with light vehicles such as buggies becoming
increasingly popular for travel as well.
Drawn by a team of horses, wagons were sturdily built, and consisted of two axles
surmounted by a frame which could be altered for different purposes. For example, high sides
could be put on for safely drawing loads of wood or bags of grain. In another instance of
adaptability, an ingenious gravel box could be mounted on the bunk which was used to unload
gravel or sand easily. The floor of the gravel box consisted of numerous long heavy narrow
timbers running the length of the wagon. To unload, the teamster drove his team and wagon over
the desired location and lifted up the timbers through the gravel one at a time until the load fell to
the ground. He then replaced them and drove off over the load, thereby eliminating any
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shovelling. In ways such as this, the basic farm wagon could be altered for specific purposes.
Wheel size, too, differed for use in different circumstances. High wheeled wagons were more
efficient for road use, as the large wheels covered ground more efficiently and rode through ruts
and potholes more effectively. Small wheeled wagons, with wagon beds closer to the ground,
were more effective for farm use as they were easier to load and less likely to tip.257 Regardless
of the style, the farm wagon was able to serve a plethora of purposes both on the road and on the
farm.
On numerous instances, the Mohers utilized a team and wagon to travel, for both pleasure
and business purposes. On occasion, the wagon was used to go to mass in Douro, particularly
when the whole family wished to go as the wagon could seat more passengers than the smaller
buggy.258 The wagon was used extensively for drawing produce to Peterborough for sale in nonsleighing weather. Thirty-three loads of wheat, oats, potatoes, firewood, straw, and hay were all
drawn by team and wagon to Peterborough in 1882, while the wagon also saw extensive local
use with at least a dozen loads transported around the township in that year.259 The operation of
several farm properties in Douro required the Mohers to transport goods such as hay or sheaves
of grain from one farm to another for consumption by livestock, storage, or processing, and
wagons saw extensive use for this purpose. The wagon was a ubiquitous vehicle, and could serve
a wide variety of purposes from a vehicle for pleasurable family travel to hauling the heaviest
loads.
Various wagons derived from the basic farm wagon, with some designed for lighter travel.
The democrat, named for its universal appeal and affordability, was an economically priced light
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wagon which could serve a variety of purposes.260 Figure 19 shows the Allen family and friends
riding in a democrat wagon, departing from P.G. Towns General Store in Douro for a blueberry
picking excursion to Burleigh Falls.261 The wagon is drawn by a team of horses, and is seating
eight passengers. The driver and another man sit on the front bench, four passengers perch on
boxes in the bed of the wagon, and two more are reclined on a seat projecting from the back of
the democrat. The wagon’s front wheels are smaller than the back, which assisted in making
sharp turns. As is evident in this photograph, the democrat, and other light wagons like it, could
carry many passengers or a quantity of produce.
The milk wagon was another example of a light, horse drawn vehicle derived from the
general purpose farm wagon. In the second half of the nineteenth century, dairying occupied an
increasing role in Ontario farms’ production.262 Farmers negotiated contracts to supply local
cheese factories and butter creameries with milk. As refrigeration was not an option, milk needed
to be delivered on an almost daily basis. Often, one farmer would take on the job of milk
collection for the local factory, thereby saving the delivery time for the other suppliers while
being paid for the efforts which he and his team performed as well.
In 1882 the Mohers started supplying milk to the Pine Grove Cheese Factory near
Lakefield, and when milk production started in the spring following calving, William drove to
Lakefield with horse and buggy on May 22nd to inquire about gaining the milk collection
contract.263 Moher was successful in gaining the contract and noted on May 24th, “A fine day
started to draw the milk to Lakefield factory… self bought rig from W. Leahy left it at Barry’s to
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repair.”264 This entry reveals extensive horse travel on May 24th on account of the new milk
contract. Moher completed the milk collection for the day, likely using a team and farm wagon
to do the job. A load of milk cans was not overly heavy, and as such could be pulled fairly
quickly by one horse drawing a light wagon as in Figure 20.265 The Mohers, however, had no
light wagon which could be driven single. To remedy this problem, William purchased a vehicle
from his nephew, William Leahy, which they eventually called the milk wagon.266 So, following
his milk collection, Moher made his way from Lakefield to his nephew’s farm in the eastern part
of the township with at least one horse with which he drew the milk wagon to Barry’s, a
blacksmith in the village of Douro.267 From Barry’s, Moher and his horse returned home.
Moher’s itinerary leaves some horse related questions. Did Moher ride this horse to Leahy’s and
from Barry’s to home? If so, the horse would have been ridden in harness, which is unlikely for
the distance travelled. Possibly, then, Moher and someone else went to Leahy’s by horse and
buggy with a second horse tied behind which was used to draw the milk wagon. This second
driver would have then picked up Moher and his horse following the delivery of the wagon to
Barry’s. Regardless, this situation illustrates the complexity of horse usage on the roads in this
period. Moher crisscrossed Douro Township on this day in different vehicles in an effort to
acquire the best vehicle for a milk collection contract.
A single horse drawing the milk wagon saw heavy use during the milk season, which ran
from calving in the spring until early fall. In 1888, for example, the milk wagon was used for 71
trips to the cheese factory between June 11th and September 24th.268 Usage was heaviest in the

264

rd

William Moher Diary, May 23 , 1882. Douro, ON.
Figure 20 depicts a milk wagon belonging to the Shaughnessys who operated Otonabee Dairy which was used to
deliver milk. Note the light construction of this vehicle which was drawn by a single horse.
266
Cole, Peterborough Atlas, 80.
267
Edmison, Douro, 140.
268
William Moher Diary, 1888. Douro, ON.
265

69

first months, when cows would have been producing more milk, and declined in August and
September, as milk volume began to reduce. Milk was not drawn to the factory on Sundays,
though cows would still have been milked. This likely added to the quantity being brought on
Mondays. Moher noted on June 26th that the milk run was completed in excellent time at one
hour and forty minutes, thereby emphasizing the value of quick and efficient collection, which
was partially dependent on the speed of the horse used.269
A desire for speed and efficiency appears to have been prevalent for those collecting milk
and can be seen in the story of Ned Leahy which still gets told in Douro. In the 1890s, Ned
Leahy held a contract for collecting milk throughout the southeastern part of Douro Township
for the Indian River Cheese Factory. Ned was well known locally for his quick wit, pranks, and
large personality. While performing his rounds collecting milk, Ned was typically in a rush to get
through the job quickly, driving hastily up people’s lanes and chiding those who didn’t have
their milk ready to be loaded. Ned drove a team and wagon for this job, and would sing and lilt
as he went. One day, a farmer and his son waiting to load their milk saw Ned driving down the
road, and knew, as usual, that he would be in a rush. Thinking to interrupt Ned’s grand progress,
the farmer sent his son to close the light gate at the end of the farm’s laneway, which would
force Ned to stop his team, hop down, and open the gate himself, thereby slowing down the
perpetual speedster.
Now, Ned saw the scene unfold as he drove, and divined the intent of the farmer sending
his son running down the lane to close the gate. Not one to be outwitted, Ned picked his team up
to a quick trot, and continued to lilt a tune. Whipping up his team, Ned smashed through the light
gate with the wagon pole which protruded ahead of his horses, and drove them and his milk
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wagon over the wreckage of the gate and up the lane to the “gobsmacked” farmer. Clearly, his
milk route was not to be delayed that day.
Like the various derivatives of the horse drawn wagon, the horse and buggy became
ubiquitous throughout Douro Township in the second half of the nineteenth century. Typically
drawn by one horse, though on occasion by two, the buggy was a light, quick, and versatile
vehicle, much like the cutter.270 Most buggies were four wheeled vehicles though two wheeled
buggies functioning on the same principle as a cart existed as well. The buggy could either be
open to the elements as in Figure 21 or have a hood which could be raised or lowered as in
Figure 22.271 Both buggies and cutters often had whip holders built into the frame, from which
people often hung hoof picks. These picks served to clean out stones and mud from hooves, and
in winter to remove balls of snow and ice which could be kicked up by trotting horses towards
the driver, often with painful results. The horse and buggy served a vast variety of purposes in
travel, transporting people and light goods quickly and efficiently.
The Moher family used their buggy extensively, much like the cutter in winter months,
with Moher recording 110 trips made by buggy in 1876 in the driving periods between January
1st and 24th and March 11th and December 19th.272 Of these journeys, 48 consisted of a short drive
made to Mass at St. Joseph’s Church in Douro while 45 were to Peterborough. The drive to
Peterborough was conducted for a variety of purposes including Moher’s attendance at Tavern
Commissioner’s Meetings, business transactions, visiting recreational activities such as fairs, and
purchases of household goods.273
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William and Hanora drove to Peterborough together in the buggy regularly, as they did in
the cutter, offering them a chance at privacy away from the busyness of family life. In 1876, they
made 7 of these journeys together which illuminate much of their relationship in that year. They
travelled to town on April 19th for Hanora, who was to give birth to Loretta in August, to see a
doctor. On May 3rd Hanora sold eggs, while on May 17th the couple picked out a selection of
apple trees for purchase. As Hanora’s pregnancy advanced, her journeys ceased until after she
delivered her baby in early August. The couple’s drives together resumed on September 9th,
which would have likely been a welcome respite from staying at home, and continued with visits
on October 25th, November 4th, to buy yarn, and November 15th.274 Although pregnancy and
childbirth appear to have interrupted their usual routine, William and Hanora enjoyed a couple
visits by buggy to Peterborough monthly when they could. The buggy was well suited to
performing the household business on these occasions, and allowed the couple time to be
together seated side-by-side.
The Mohers often used road horses of trotting blood for travel by buggy as opposed to
stronger, heavier work horses which were used to draw loads and work in the fields. These road
horses could travel quickly for long periods of time with smoother and more attractive motion
than could heavier horses bred for strength. Moher distinguished between work teams and
driving horses in diary entries, indicating that he owned horses bred and used for specific
purposes, stating, for example on June 28th 1876, “in Town at commissioners meeting, fine dry
weather, crops looks well, teams at Buckleys,” and on the 29th, “fine pleasant Day, teams at
Buckleys ploughing, Self up with horse and buggy.”275 The two teams of work horses, which
were spending the week at the farm on Buckley’s Lake ploughing, are clearly distinct from the
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road horse which Moher used for quick trotting travel as he and his family went about their
business.
The horses were groomed and hitched to the buggy or “rig” for both joyful and sorrowful
formal situations. On July 4th, 1876 Mary Ann Moher married Edward Foley. Her father
describes her wedding, and its attendant travel, in detail:
Mary Ann left home about 9 oclock to go to church to get married and was married
about ten oclock Returned home and had dinner about 12 oclock and left home
Exactly at 3 oclock to go to Town, got to Town 10 minutes past 4 oclock, and
Remained there till 25 minutes to 5 oclock, and went on Board of cars for pleasure
trip to Toronto, the couple was accompanied to Church and Town with about 18 or
20 Rigs Single and double.276
The newlyweds were accompanied throughout their wedding day by a cavalcade of wellwishers travelling in buggies and possibly wagons or carriages. Mary Ann’s wedding required
the travel of the wedding party from her family’s home to St. Joseph’s Church in Douro, back to
her home for dinner, and then on to Peterborough where the couple embarked on a train, bound
for a Toronto honeymoon. The horses which were used to celebrate the occasion would have
been well presented, with tails and manes ribboned and braided, and buggies cleaned and
polished. As Moher noted, the journey to Peterborough was made in one hour and ten minutes,
during which this large party travelled the 14 kilometres to the train station in Peterborough.277
The large and joyous procession of people and horses would have presented an impressive
spectacle to others encountered on the roads that day, with the numbers of horses and vehicles
demonstrating the standing in the community which the wedding party had.
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In more grim circumstances, Moher used a horse and buggy to go to the assizes in
Peterborough on October 11th and 12th of 1876 to witness a neighbour, Pat Rion, sentenced to
death for the murder of his wife.278 Moher also used the buggy when he himself passed
judgement at the Douro Town Hall as a Justice of the Peace.279 Five funerals were attended by
buggy by the Mohers in 1876 with three in Peterborough, one in Douro, and that of Hanora’s
relative Thomas O’Shea being held in Asphodel.280 Moher travelled by horse and buggy to these
serious occasions as the vehicle’s dignity was more suiting than that of a larger work wagon.
The buggy’s importance and presence is uniquely seen in Figure 24. This photograph
shows neighbours of the Mohers, the Thomas E. Whibbs family of Lot 10, Concession 6 in front
of their home in 1906. The family stands in front of their log home, and in the foreground are the
forms for the foundation of their new brick house. Thomas Whibbs and a son survey the scene
from the seat of a brightly painted buggy drawn by a light horse of trotting blood.281 The horse
and buggy’s presence in this photograph is significant. This image shows a family displaying its
prosperity, capturing the family’s old home as the new, larger one rises in front. The horse and
buggy are also displayed as a point of pride.
The grandest and least practical wheeled horse-drawn vehicle used in Douro was the
carriage. Like the buggy, carriages were not to be found in the township until the 1850s, and
John Leahy, of Lot 6, Concession 7 was said to have acquired the first one.282 The carriage was
purely a passenger vehicle of luxury which could display wealth and status and was not intended
for work purposes. Teams of horses drawing carriages demonstrated significant status and social
standing.
278

th

th

William Moher Diary, October 11 -12 , 1876. Douro, ON.
st
th
William Moher Diary, November 21 , December 5 , 1876. Douro, ON.
280
th
th
rd
th
th
William Moher Diary, April 4 , April 28 , June 3 , June 4 , and November 7 , 1876. Douro, ON.
281
Figure 24.
282
Edmison, Douro, 245.
279

74

In 1876, William Moher commissioned a carriage to be made by John McNichols of
Hastings.283 Moher made a trip to Hastings on June 9th by buggy and began the process of
procuring this vehicle.284 The round trip to Hastings of roughly 35 km occupied most of the day,
with Moher noting that he had departed in the forenoon and returned in the evening.285 Two
more journeys to Hastings were made before the carriage was brought home. On September 3rd,
a Sunday, Moher noted that after Mass, “Self and John Leahy to see carriage made for me by
John McNicols paid $140 and leaves a balance of $10.”286 Considering that Moher hired workers
for 50 cents a day in November, the carriage was a significant investment.287 Moher wished to
inspect the carriage before paying for it, and took Leahy, likely the owner of a carriage himself,
along on the journey. Ten days later, on the 13th, Michael Henry was dispatched to Hastings by
his father to bring home the carriage.288 It is interesting to speculate upon the logistics of how the
new carriage was brought home. As two horses were required to draw it, Michael Henry likely
drove a team to Hastings in another rig. To return home, then, the vehicle which he drove to
Hastings may have been hitched to the new carriage.
Moher does not offer a direct description of the carriage, but an impression can be formed
through reference he makes towards it. This carriage was a larger vehicle than the Mohers’
buggies. It was pulled by a team of horses, and could accommodate at least five passengers.289
Like other vehicles, it required some upkeep. Moher noted on June 23rd 1882, “Self in town for
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stuff to paint buggy and wagon and carriage let job of painting them to painter for 3 dollars”. 290
Pride was taken in the appearance of these vehicles, and as such they were kept in a proper state,
maintaining the significant investments made in them.
An expensive vehicle such as this carriage denoted wealth and social standing. A carriage
served little practical value, being unable to transport goods for sale. For the Mohers, it was used
infrequently, often being kept for special occasions. The year 1882 appeared to be somewhat of
an exception. Since the snow had melted early, the family took the carriage to Mass in Douro on
February 26th, 1882.291 Later in the year the carriage was used to make a good first impression as
Moher states, “A nice day self to town with the carriage to meet the bishop.”292 This was Bishop
Francois Jamot, of the newly created Peterborough Diocese. The bishop’s meeting with Moher
on a Friday led to a busy weekend of religious activity with the bishop making his first visit to
St. Joseph’s Parish in Douro. On Saturday Moher took two priests to Peterborough after a Mass,
while the Bishop celebrated Mass on the Sunday and confirmed 154 people.293 Finally, on
Monday William, Honora, and Michael Henry went to Mass in Douro from where they took
Bishop Jamot to the mission Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel at Young’s Point in North
Douro and from there home to Peterborough.294 Although Moher does not explicitly state that his
carriage was used for this occasion, it can be assumed that it would be as it was a vehicle suitable
for the bishop’s position as well for conveying four passengers comfortably. It is indicative of
Moher’s standing in his community that he had the responsibility of driving Bishop Jamot in his
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first visit to St. Joseph’s Parish. This degree of social importance and respectability appears to be
displayed in the vehicle employed, a carriage reserved for activities of great public importance.
Moher’s carriage was used as well at a time of great family grief following the death of
his son Michael Henry at the age of 30 in 1888.295 Michael Henry had lived in nearby
Ennismore Township on a farm which his father had bought some years previously. He died of
“inflammation of the lungs” after an agonizing sickness and left behind a young family.296 On
December 12th, William noted, “Self, misses, T.J. and Willie went to Ennismore with team and
carriage,” and on the 13th, “A cold day, at the month’s mind mass in Ennismore for M.H. to day
returned home this evening Miss Flood came home this evening with us.”297 This memorial
mass, known informally as the “month’s mind”, was held one month following the death of a
person. The fact that the family chose to travel by team and carriage shows that they wished to
present their very best appearance in tribute to Michael Henry. The carriage was a luxury
vehicle, and when combined with the team of horses which drew it, displayed a family’s wealth
and perception of social status. In a society in which horses were the primary means of travel,
how people travelled and what they travelled in had great meaning. Poorly maintained horses or
vehicles reflected strongly upon the owner, while quality horses or vehicles demonstrated a
combination of affluence, diligence, and horsemanship.
The great variety of horse drawn vehicles used in Douro in the second half of the
nineteenth century reflected the needs of the people living there. With the use of these vehicles,
horses could bring farm produce to market, promote business travel, allow families to visit over
greater distances, and generally increase the mobility of rural people while decreasing their
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isolation. The horse was crucial in all forms of travel at this time, and a vast variety of unique
travel conventions and methods developed around the horse as the most effective form of motive
power available at the time.
Although the vast majority of horse drawn travel was local in scope, horses were used by
the people of Douro for long distance travel with journeys by horse and wagon of a much greater
length being undertaken by Douro families. In the 1850s and 1860s, numerous Douro families
chose to immigrate to the American Midwest, with many settling in Iowa before eventually
following the frontier further west. These were families seeking land of their own who could not
inherit their family’s farm due to other siblings. The migrants travelled in wagon trains, groups
of numerous wagons pulled by teams of horses, in groups of at least several families who were
often interconnected by blood or marriage. One of the early groups was led by Michael Murphy
and departed in 1857. The families with their teams of horses and wagons assembled at
Mahoney’s Cross before beginning their westward journey. Murphy was a neighbour of William
Moher’s on the Fourth Line, and led a group which included several other neighbouring families
such as the Tobins and Moher’s in-laws, the Torpeys.298 This group made a journey of over 800
miles across Canada West, Michigan, and Illinois to Iowa travelling by teams and wagons.299
William Moher and his brother James appear to have travelled with them. Both Moher
brothers were absent from the Township Assessment Rolls for the year of 1857, and though the
1858 Assessment Record is missing, the brothers had returned by 1859. William noted selling
land and a team of horses in “Ioway” in his account book for 1857 and sending the money to his
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brother-in-law, Denis Leahy.300 By September of 1858, Moher’s account book showed that he
had returned to Douro. It appears that his wife Johanna and the children John and Mary Ann
made the 1600 mile round trip by horse and wagon, as well as Michael Henry, who was born
April 24th, 1858. Johanna’s sister Bridget, along with her husband Michael Leahy were part of
another wagon train which set out for Iowa in the early 1860s with the intent of settling with
family members who had already made the journey. This group ran afoul of Sioux warriors
along the way and soon found themselves in a country embroiled in civil war. Michael Leahy
returned, by horse and wagon, for seed grain and visiting after settling in Iowa, and the family
continued to visit by train in the decades to come.301
The 1860s and 1870s saw the development of railway infrastructure which curtailed the
need for long distance travel solely by horse, instead integrating horses into a horse and rail
travel system. Horses were typically used to access rail stations for long journeys for both people
and goods. For the Moher family, journeys to Ennismore, Galway, and Asphodel Townships
represent the longest journeys by horse which Moher recorded in his daily diaries. In February of
1882, Thomas James Moher took a teaching job in Galway Township in the sparsely settled
north of Peterborough County. He and his brother Michael Henry set out for Galway on
February 12th with a horse and cutter, and Michael Henry returned the next day after delivering
his brother.302 The lengthy drive to Galway of approximately 75 km easily took a day’s travel. 303
Asphodel Township, including the towns of Norwood and Hastings, was frequently visited as it
was the home of Hanora’s family. On February 20th, 1876, Moher noted the journey there took
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two hours and twenty minutes, while on February 24th, 1888 it took two and a half hours.304 The
return journey in February 1888 was much quicker with Moher noting with satisfaction that the
journey was made in precisely one hour and 58 minutes.305 This clearly indicates the fluctuations
in travel speed which were created by variable road conditions and the number of times they
needed to stop.
Through the 1870s and much of the 1880s William Moher, and later Michael Henry,
owned a farm in Ennismore Township at Lot 10, Concession 5. The round trip to this farm took
roughly five hours and as such it was visited infrequently and rented to local farmers before
Michael Henry farmed it.306 The journey to Ennismore was of particular note as it required the
crossing of Chemong Lake by the longest floating bridge in the world which was over a mile in
length.
Even in the era of rail travel, workers from Douro travelled long distances with their
teams of horses for work. In the 1890s, Michael James Leahy worked for a time on railway
construction between Kingston and Toronto, taking with him a team of horses which allowed
him to earn more money. Towards the end of his time working, the construction site had reached
Toronto where one of Michael James’ horses died. A collection was taken up by his friends and
other workers to buy him a replacement horse, but when Michael James was presented with it, he
refused the gift as he believed his friends needed the money worse than he did. With his
remaining horse, Michael James was able to return home to Douro in a light wagon or buggy
which could be drawn by a single horse. The kindness and generosity shown Michael James by
his fellow workers in the stressful circumstances following the death of one of his horses far
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from home was long remembered with great fondness, and is indicative of the intimate
connections made between men and the horses they worked with.
For the residents of Douro, the second half of the nineteenth century saw extensive travel
facilitated by use of the horse. Vehicles used became increasingly diverse and sophisticated, and
their usage developed a unique set of customs and practices. The development of road systems,
coupled with increasing numbers of horses and vehicles, allowed the horse driving population
mobility in business, recreation, and family travel. The Moher family, for example, travelled
extensively by horse with a variety of vehicles, making hundreds of journeys yearly in pursuance
of farm business, attending religious services, and visiting friends and family. Travel changed
dramatically during snowy weather, with different vehicles, roadways, and purposes.
Economically, horses were responsible for the transport of all farm produce to market for sale,
enabling farmers to choose the best markets for their products and transport them when and
where required. Numerous memories of horse travel have been preserved by oral tradition in
Douro stretching back to the mid nineteenth century, and the lasting quality of these memories
indicate the impact which horse travel had upon the people of Douro at the time. Horse travel,
for work or pleasure, was integral in rural life between 1850 and 1900 and demonstrates the
tremendous importance of the horse in Douro at the time.
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Chapter Four: The Personal Horse
Through the near constant use in daily farm work, travel, and transport, horses had a
tremendous impact on the lives of those in Douro Township in the second half of the nineteenth
century. The use of horses could be both dangerous and rewarding, and provided many people,
especially men, with a sense of identity and pride. Women, too, drove horses on their own, and
as such were able to travel independently and form their own connections with the horses they
worked with. For both men and women, strong attachments were made to the animals which
shared in so much of their daily life. Horses were involved in times of excitement, danger, and
success, and as such had a unique connection and impact upon the people who worked with and
relied upon them.
The breeding, ownership, and presentation of horses offered men in Douro Township a
venue for competition. To have the quickest trotter or best presented team and rig indicated
ability and wealth, and was an affirmation of an individual’s place in local society. As such,
comparison of men’s horses was common and could sometimes develop into full scale
competition.
William Moher was certainly no stranger to the competition which arose between men
and found an outlet in horses. In an 1887 letter drafted for newspaper publication, Moher
describes a trotting match which he took part in:
Trotting match for a purse of forty dollars took place on Saturday this at four o’clock
PM between William Moher trotting horse King and a horse owned by Michael
Mahoney Hotel Keeper, Douro. The agreement was to trot against time the distance
of one mile, the best 3 in 5. The mile having been measured across the 6th
Concession and part of the 5th concession beside the Barry farm. The contestants
commenced as above stated, Moher’s horse taking three heats in succession as
follows, the first heat 2m 56 seconds, the second heat 3m 5 seconds, and third heat
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3m 5 seconds and came out an easy victor taking the money. There was four men
appointed judges, two at each bend to keep the time starting and coming in which I
believe they honestly performed. There was a large crowd to witness the sport which
passed off in the best of terms though the rain came down in torrants, it was allowed
by the people present that the time would be much less had the Road been dry and
less corduroy Bridges and up hill and down dale.307
The course of the race began and ended at Mahoney’s Hotel, and it is implied that a crowd
gathered there to observe the competition between the two men and their horses. Both were
prominent local figures, with Moher, the farmer and one time local politician competing against
his neighbour Mick Mahoney, who was a well-known hotelkeeper. As a timed match, the race
was technically against the clock as opposed to directly against one another, but the importance
to Moher was clear. As this draft indicates, his owning and driving the winning trotter, King, was
a point of pride which he was eager to share with a larger audience. A man’s reputation,
particularly a farmer’s, could be built upon his horsemanship which indicated his ability to
breed, raise, and train horses, present them for public view, and handle them adeptly under
intense pressure. Although driving horses was a mundane daily reality for most of those gathered
on that muddy, rainy Saturday, the spectacle of watching two prominent men racing each other
publicly was not to be missed.
Moher enjoyed further luck with King that year, as indicated by another letter he drafted
to the editor of the Peterborough Examiner. He wrote:
Dear Sir,
Will you please humbly correct an error that appeared in the last Examiner and is the
prize list for horses at the late East Riding Agricultural Show held at Warsaw with
their Instance which read first prize Single Buggy Wm. Moore instead of Wm.
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Moher, as it was my horse took first prize for single buggy horse as well as first prize
for the Best Trotting horse for ten dollars.308
Clearly, Moher did not wish another man with a similar name to be given the credit for
his successful showing at the East Riding Show, showing the personal importance which such
successes had for him. Moher’s ability as a horseman was a proud part of his own identity, and
as such he desired to set the public record straight in this instance. In 1880, the East Riding Show
at Warsaw was held in a ring 100 yards in diameter, thereby indicating the large number of
horses performing complicated manoeuvres which participated in the show, while in 1888 one of
the horse judges was Thomas Blezzard, the local M.P.P, whose presence judging the horse show
indicated its prestige.309 Other Douro men, too, took pride in exhibiting their horses. Figure 13
shows Patrick Leahy in the 1890s with a young Clydesdale at his farm on the First Line of Douro
prior to attending a horse show.310 Leahy found pleasure in exhibiting his Canadian Bred
Clydesdales at local shows throughout his life and in this image his horse is presented with its
tail bound up, ready for the showring, while Leahy is formally dressed in a black bowler hat and
overcoat. As a bachelor for much of his life, exhibiting his horses offered Leahy enjoyment and a
competitive activity to take pride in. The exhibition of horses allowed men to compete with each
other while also providing them with entertainment. The showing of horses was an activity in
which both a man and his horses partook together, travelling from home and participating
alongside each other, thereby creating shared experiences together.
Ploughing matches also offered men an opportunity for competition which highlighted
their horsemanship. The subject of competition between men with their teams of horses at
ploughing matches is explored thoroughly by Catharine Wilson in “A Manly Art: Plowing,
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Plowing Matches, and Rural Masculinity.” 311 Wilson details the origins of ploughing matches in
early nineteenth century Ontario and traces the greater organization and increasing attendance
which occurred as the century progressed.312 The core of the match was the ploughing
competition between men with their teams of horses. The quality of the furrows ploughed was
assessed for the desired qualities of depth, straightness, and evenness with the winners being
chosen by judges.313 The importance of quality horses and significant horsemanship is outlined
eloquently by Wilson, who states, “Good plowmen were horsemen first, a skill that was passed
from father to son and commanded respect… The greatest admiration went to the plowman who
appeared to effortlessly control his team…”314 Clearly, horsemanship was integral to success at
ploughing matches. These matches offered a venue where men could compare their horses and
compete with them while honing practical, valued skills.
William Moher records his son Michael Henry attending a match in Otonabee Township
on October 22nd, 1878.315 In doing this, Michael Henry would have loaded his plough on a
wagon to which he hitched his team before he drove to the match. He likely would have spent
hours grooming the team beforehand and practising his ploughing technique. This was no
workday ploughing, but rather an opportunity to see and be seen by others, and to be admired for
proficiency. The anticipation and excitement of these events is evident in Figure 26, a
photograph taken by William Moher’s grandson Bernard Leahy in 1938 before departing for the
Peterborough County ploughing match himself.316 Bernard’s father Michael James holds the
team for the photograph. Although he viewed ploughing matches as frivolous and thought that
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the ploughmen could be a fanciful, idle lot, his pride in his son’s horsemanship, which would
cause Bernard to win best-presented team on the day the photograph was taken, is evident.
Wilson identifies rural ploughmen of the nineteenth century as being proud of their
ability to work long hours without complaint, their physical strength and ability, and their skilled
horsemanship.317 Wilson further associates men’s ability as ploughmen with their overall
masculine self-identity, stating that the horse and plough were crucial symbols of masculinity as
they were the means by which men were able to break ground in preparation for extracting a
crop from the earth.318 Clearly, ploughing, either at a match or on the home farm, demonstrated a
man’s ability to perform one of the most common and time consuming pieces of the year’s work.
William Moher, for example, recorded ploughing being done on 75 days in 1888.319 In rural
Ontario, men’s identities were largely interwoven with their ability and proficiency in their
chosen line of work. For farmers, horsemanship as exemplified by ploughing was critical to the
success of their farms and families, and as such ploughing matches offered men, and their horses,
a means to prove their reputations and demonstrate their abilities.
Ploughing bees were a less competitive occurrence of men working with their horses in a
social setting. Neighbours and relatives of the farmer hosting the bee would each bring a team
and plough in order to accomplish large amounts of ploughing in one day.320 Between 1877 and
1897, William Moher records eight ploughing bees in which his family was involved. Michael
Henry Moher attended bees at O’Donnel’s on May 3rd 1877, Michael Torpey’s on November 3rd

317

Wilson, “Plowing,” 161.
Wilson, “Plowing,”162.
319
William Moher Diary, 1888. Douro, ON.
320
Catharine A. Wilson, "Reciprocal Work Bees and the Meaning of Neighbourhood," Canadian Historical
Review 82, no. 3 (September 2001): 431-464.
318

86

1877, and brought a team to his cousin William Moher’s on July 9th 1878.321 By June 1879,
Willie was deemed to be old enough to go to a ploughing bee, attending one at his relative Pat
Torpey’s on the 27th of that month.322
Following Willie’s attendance at Torpey’s bee in late June, the Mohers hosted the only
recorded bee of their own on July 2nd.323 It was held at their farm on the shores of Buckley’s
Lake. This property was two concessions distant from their home farm and as such it may have
been desirable to have the ploughing done at this farm as quickly as possible. According to the
1887 and 1890 Township assessments of this farm, there were only 20 acres cleared out of the
total 100.324 This small amount of workable land was likely an inducement for holding a bee to
complete ploughing quickly. Describing the bee that was held, Moher related that there were ten
teams in attendance, “belonging to McCartys, Daveys, John Leahys, T. Nowlan, Rions, P.
Farleys, Wm. Mohers, Cranleys, and our two teams.”325
The sight of ten men, teams, and ploughs working together would have provided a
striking visual example of community work in aid of an individual. The ploughing bee, although
providing a means for getting large amounts of work done quickly and in a social setting, was
not further favoured by the Mohers and it is not recorded that they held any more. There are
three more instances of Moher boys attending neighbours ploughing bees. Willie attended one at
Ned Nolan’s on November 7th 1889, while Francis went to a bee held by his aunt, Mrs. Mary
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Leahy, on the 11th of that month.326 Finally, Francis attended a ploughing bee at J. Coughlan’s
eight years later on November 16th, 1897.327
The Mohers and their horses participated in distinct clusters of ploughing bees. One
cluster occurred in the late 1870s and was attended by Michael Henry, while the next was in the
late 1880s and involved two of his younger brothers as well as one being held by the family
itself. Michael Henry, who had demonstrated the most interest of his brothers in ploughing
matches and bees, had moved to Ennismore Township and then died there in 1888.328 Perhaps
ploughing bees were something of a popular fad which would gain in prominence from time to
time before subsiding in favour of more typical work arrangements. Regardless, participation in
ploughing matches and bees demonstrates men’s desire to compete, work, and interact with each
other socially in a setting where horsemanship and technical proficiency were a standard
measure of competence and success.
Races, ploughing matches, and ploughing bees were locations where men and their horses
could compete or work socially, and as such sites where identities and social bonds were formed.
In the late nineteenth century, the horse allowed for competition to take place and for men to
demonstrate their abilities. Horse usage in this period tends to be viewed as a masculine activity,
with photographs showing men driving, and discussions of masculinity and horse culture taking
place. However, for rural women, too, horses were the key to travel, economic activity, and
attendance of social events. What, then, was the place of women in the rural horse world?
An examination of Douro Township sources reveals some illuminating records regarding
women’s direct involvement with horse work and travel. William Moher mentions occasional
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occurrences of his wife, Hanora, driving on her own. On October 21st, 1876 he notes, “Mrs and
School Misses on town evening with horse and buggy.”329 This was a Saturday night, and it
appears that Hanora, not long since a teacher herself, and the present school teacher, Miss
Edward, were out on a social occasion. The fact that these women were capable of driving on
their own, and in the dark, demonstrates ability with horse and buggy. Moher’s daughter, Mary
Ann was married on July 4th, 1876, and he notes that she went to see her new home on the 5th
Concession July 9th following a brief honeymoon and return to her parent’s home.330 These were
his only mentions of women driving in this year. However, it is unlikely that these were the only
occurrences of women in the Moher household driving. William rarely recorded local trips or
visits made by family members other than himself unless there was added economic or social
importance to the occurrence. As such, the fact that he describes Hanora and Mary Ann driving
in commonplace terms is indicative of the normalcy of women driving.
Furthermore, P.G. Towns, who operated a general store in Douro from 1892 kept
meticulous records of his customers. The store’s ledger for 1896 shows numerous items
purchased upon Mrs. William Moher’s account.331 Moher does not note in his diary that he went
to Towns’ store on any of the dates for which purchases are recorded, thereby indicating that it
was Hanora who travelled five kilometres to make these purchases.332
Although the vast majority of horse-related photographs from the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries depict men driving, holding, or working with horses, some do show women.
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Anna McCarthy, the daughter of Edward John McCarthy is shown in Figure 26.333 The
McCarthy’s lived at West Half Lot 8, Concession 6, and as such were neighbours of the Mohers,
with both families attending bees and other social events back and forth. Edward was a
contemporary of William Moher’s older children, having been born in 1864, and as such would
have raised his children in a similar environment, in this case one in which women were
involved in the handling of horses.334 This photograph, taken in the 1920’s, shows Anna with Fly
and Maude. The style of photograph, with a person holding a team of horses with one horse on
either side appears to have been quite popular in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
and in this case demonstrates Anna’s familiarity with the horses in question.
Further evidence of Douro women’s direct involvement with horses at the turn of the
twentieth century has been preserved in photographs. Figure 23 is a photograph taken in 1908
and shows two religious sisters in a buggy.335 Riding in the buggy are Sister Beata (Walsh) and
Sister Loyola (Emilia Elizabeth Leahy), both natives of Douro, who were Sisters of St Joseph.
Sister Loyola was a daughter of James Leahy, and a sister-in-law to William Moher’s daughter
Loretta. This photograph was taken at the crossroads in the village of Douro with St. Joseph’s
Church in the background.336 At this time, the Sisters were home visiting from St. Paul,
Minnesota where they were stationed.337 Sister Beata holds the lines while Sister Loyola appears
to have a whip in hand. These women would have been very familiar with horses growing up,
quite likely driving them on the farm and in travel, and as such would be able to borrow a horse
and rig to visit with when they were home. As religious sisters, too, Sister Loyola and Sister
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Beata would commonly work and travel on their own independent of male accompaniment. This
photograph, therefore, offers a glimpse of women at the turn of the twentieth century who were
thoroughly independent and not reliant upon men. Their self-reliance extended to travel, and
through their familiarity and ability with horses these two women were able to freely travel
around their community when they were home visiting.
William Moher’s daughter Loretta, who married Michael James Leahy, continued to drive
horses well into the twentieth century. In Figure 22 she is seen driving a brightly coloured high
wheeled buggy with her mother-in-law Margaret Leahy around 1910.338 This image shows the
two women dressed warmly and with care, likely visiting relatives. Loretta wears a wide
brimmed hat and holds the lines authoritatively, demonstrating her comfort with horse-driving.
In the 1920s and 1930s, long after her family had an automobile for use when the roads were not
snow-covered, Loretta insisted on driving with horse and buggy to visit her brothers and sisters,
refusing offers to be driven in the car by her sons. Instead, a driving horse would be harnessed
and hitched for her, after which she would depart on her errands. When visiting her brother
Vincent at the farm where they had both grown up at Lot 9, Concession 7, Loretta would make a
roughly 17 kilometre round trip, a substantial journey.339 Comfortable with horses and confident
in her driving ability, Loretta preferred to travel in the manner with which she was most familiar.
Clearly, Loretta had affection for driving horses, and preferred the means of travel which she had
grown up with, one which continued to offer her mobility and independence well into the
twentieth century. Her daughters, too, continued to work with horses on the farm after the era of
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road horses ended. Loretta’s daughter Eileen is shown in Figure 27 driving a team of wellpresented Percherons in 1938, showing that women’s involvement with horse use persisted long
into the twentieth century.340
For women living in Douro in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, driving
horses allowed them significant independence and the ability to maintain social bonds with one
another. Although it is apparent that men typically drove when travelling with women, it is
equally clear that many women knew how to drive themselves, and did so. They drove with other
women, to social events, and to visit friends and family members. For women without access to
men, such as those in religious orders, driving a horse on their own was the only means of travel
in rural areas.
Certain horses received extreme care and attention requiring great expenditures of time,
effort, or money, indicating the value and affection which farmers had for their horses. For
example, King, William Moher’s prize winning trotter, appears to have been kept strictly as a
driving horse, usually hitched to cutter or buggy, and not used for heavy farm work. His
appearance was a matter of pride for Moher, who noted that he clipped King’s legs on February
2nd, 1888.341 The clipping of horses’ legs was done in the winter to trim away the long extra
growth of hair which developed in cold months and could create an unsightly tangle of ice and
frozen hair. Moher never mentions doing this for other horses. The personal importance which
King had for Moher was evident throughout the horse’s life, as evidenced by the special
treatment shown to him. For example, on April 16th, 1896, Francis Moher took a work team to be
shod by a blacksmith in Lakefield, while William took King to be shod by Mick McCann in
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Douro, which was a further distance.342 The fact that William would travel further to have his
favourite horse shod instead of sending him with Francis and his team indicates a personal care
for the quality of work to be performed, and a pride in the appearance of his favourite horse.
This care for horses which had served the family well is clearly seen throughout Moher’s
diaries. The case of one old mare, in particular, demonstrates the level of care and affection
which could be felt by farmers for a horse and the lengths they would go to in protecting such a
valuable investment. This mare, Jane, who William refers to as the “chesnut mare” or the “old
mare,” was beginning to show signs of advanced age by 1888.343 She may have been purchased
from Augustus Nowlan in 1876, and had her first foal for the Mohers on May 7th 1877.344 On
April 11th 1888, perhaps weakened by a long winter, she could not stand up, a condition which
elderly cattle or horses sometimes develop.345 Although too weak to make the effort to rise, once
on its feet the animal stands a chance of regaining strength and motion. On the morning of the
11th, Moher went to Peterborough to find a set of blocks to raise up the mare, who was at the
time in the barn but unable to rise. He returned home with the blocks, but was unable to raise her,
and instead propped her up in an upright position against the manger.346 In this situation, it is
likely that some farmers would have had the mare destroyed as it was unlikely that she could be
useful for breeding, work, or even saved. On the morning of the 12th, however, Moher made
another trip to Peterborough to find an instrument to administer water to the mare who seemed
unwilling to drink. In this situation, animals often seem resigned to death, sometimes refusing
vital feed or water. With the instrument, the mare took water and Moher returned to
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Peterborough yet again that night for a farrier whom Moher brought home. The farrier was able
to raise the mare to her feet that night and was then brought back to town.347 Four round trips to
Peterborough had been made within two days to get this mare to her feet.
The efforts to keep the old chestnut mare alive were not finished, however. On May 2nd,
she was down again and Moher went to Peterborough to find a farrier. A farrier willing to come
out to Douro could not be found in town, so Moher continued his search, going to Evens in
Otonabee, who was able to come to raise the mare.348 Moher notes that the mare was down again
May 8th. However, on May 11th Moher’s efforts paid off. Jane gave birth to a foal sired by
Crough’s Suffolk Punch stallion.349 The combination of her age and her size, due to pregnancy,
may explain the difficulty she had in getting up. The fact that she was pregnant explains the
extraordinary efforts Moher went to keep the mare alive. The resulting foal, sired by a rare draft
horse, was a valuable and unique animal.
For both King and Jane, William Moher demonstrated high degrees of care, pride, and
affection. The presentation and preservation of these two horses was of great importance to him,
and demonstrates the powerful bond between a farmer and his horses in the late nineteenth
century. King brought his owner success, prestige, and pleasure and for that Moher put forth
tireless efforts to keep the elderly Jane alive to have her foal.
For horses and humans to successfully work and travel together, great care and attention
was necessary to avoid accidents and injury. High speed, rough roads, animal behaviour, human
error, and lack of safety precautions could all contribute to dangerous incidents. These shared
dangers served to further strengthen the bonds between people and the horses they relied upon.
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Human deaths and injury were sometimes the result of horse accidents and appeared to have a
large impact on the community in Douro, underlining for all the risks inherent in relying so
heavily upon animal power.
One horse-related death in particular, due to its tragic circumstances, drew significant
attention and sympathy. Daniel O’Leary was a member of a large family farming near Indian
River, southeast of the village of Douro. Like many other young men, O’Leary sometimes sold
loads of firewood in Peterborough in the winter. After loading their sleighs early in the morning
or the night before, the woodsellers and their teams of horses would set off around 7 AM,
reaching the market on George Street in Peterborough around 10 AM. On cold days, the driver
would walk along beside the sleigh to keep warm and lighten the load, while his team was
warmed by their work.350 Horses were rested, fed, and watered around noon, and after finding a
buyer and delivering the load to them, the men would begin the return trip home, typically
arriving back before dark.351
It appears that this was what O’Leary was attempting to do on Monday February 12th,
1894. At the time, he was twenty years old, and, unusually, was making his first trip to town that
winter.352 This fact is noted in the newspaper article relating to his fateful trip, indicating that as
such he may have been unfamiliar with the state of the road to Peterborough that winter. On the
day in question, O’Leary arrived in town with his team, sleigh, and load of wood which he sold
at the market. He also delivered another load of wood to the home of L.H. Terrill in the southern
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part of Peterborough. O’Leary left Terrill’s at 4:15PM and headed for home, following the
Boundary line between Douro and Otonabee Townships which would bring him near to home.353
O’Leary and his team were last sighted by several travellers between Peterborough and
the top of Hare’s Hill on the Boundary. As the sun went down, a fierce blizzard began to blow.
In the dark and swirling snow O’Leary took a wrong turn where the winter road left the main
road onto another, driving his team and sleigh into a dense swamp. Realizing his mistake,
O’Leary turned his team and got out of the swamp, only to make the same error again and arrive
back in the same predicament. He tried to find an escape, but was unable to get out. Reading the
description of O’Leary’s actions, a sense of mounting fear and anxiety can be felt.
At one point, O’Leary lifted his sleigh over a stump which it had got lodged upon and in
doing so lost one of his mittens. In getting over the stump, it appeared that his team pulled loose
one of their whiffletree hooks, which he was able to replace with a rope off the wood rack on his
sleigh. The Peterborough Review article noted that by the tightness of the knots formed with this
rope that it had withstood hard pulling.354 This small statement indicates the familiarity which
the Review writers and readership had with horses, harness, and horse travel.
Things became increasingly desperate for O’Leary and his team as he thrashed his way
through the swamp. In the winter, cedar swamps of this kind are an impassible morass of toppled
over trunks, dense underbrush, and thin ice covering frigid water and deep, cloying mud. After
crashing through this mess for 200 yards, salvation seemed in sight for O’Leary and his horses as
they had come to the edge of a field. The field, however, was surrounded by a high fence on top
of a stone fence bottom. Four foot snow drifts surrounded it. O’Leary pulled down some rails but
353
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could not get his horses and sleigh across it. At this point he gave up hope of extricating his
sleigh on his own and turned his horses loose to find shelter in the storm, while he went in search
of help, stumbling through an open stream and wandering north towards the main road.
O’Leary found the road, but then turned back to look for his horses, becoming more lost
in the process. In the dark and blowing snow he passed within 150 yards of John Hutchinson’s
house, which could have been his salvation, but he missed it in the storm. Becoming increasingly
tired, O’Leary came under the shelter of some cedar trees on the east side of the Ninth Line and
the Boundary, where he sank down in the snow.
On Friday February 16th, O’Leary’s lifeless body was found by his uncles, James Leahy
and Patrick McNulty, and his former employer, John Allen, who had searched for him all week.
These men had tracked O’Leary’s increasingly frantic and bewildered progress throughout
Monday night’s snow storm, retracing his attempts to find safety for himself and his horses until
they came upon his final resting place.355
It was further noted that O’Leary was, “an unusually steady, hard working young man.
He worked six months last year for Mr. John Allen, and did not lose a day, only being in town
one half day…”356 This suggests the dangers present for those travelling by horse in the winter
were present for all, and even strong, steady young men could encounter great peril. William
Moher followed the case of Daniel O’Leary with interest in his diary, marking in the margins
when O’Leary died and when his body was found.357 Moher noted in his diary that Daniel
O’Leary’s funeral had the greatest attendance of any which he could ever recall, owing in part to
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the tragedy surrounding the death of a popular and well liked young man.358 O’Leary perished
through a combination of bad weather, poor visibility, and unfortunate circumstances. His care
for his team was evident throughout his heroic attempt to get home in a snow storm, endangering
his own life and ultimately losing it by setting out to find his horses.
Dangerous accidents relating to horses did little to deter the strong bonds between people
and the horses they worked with. Rather, these accidents could serve as memorable experiences
which people shared with their horses. Accidents with horses and vehicles, though not common,
could be quite severe. On December 24th, 1902, William Moher and his children Loretta and
Albert were travelling to Peterborough by horse and cutter to do some Christmas shopping, and
ended up in a dangerous mishap. As he describes it:
Started to go to town Self, Loretta and Albert with horse and cutter. Horse ran away
a little west of Clancy’s corner Ashburnham frightened by Conroy’s goat who was
coming towards us; we were upset and thrown out of the cutter and Loretta thought
was dead as she seemed to be lifeless but she came to her sinces after wards. Albert’s
leg was broken above ancle and Self pretty badly brused up; we were all taken to St.
Joseph’s Hospital and cared for nicely… Loretta remained there until Sunday
following and came home nicely improved but very weak. Albert is still there. Self
gamed up pretty good…. Horse run to post office and fell and was catched cutter
badly broken up.359
The injuries sustained in this accident appear to have been quite severe, and clearly could
have been even worse. This incident made a strong impression upon William Moher, who had
been fearful for his child’s life and devoted an extensive and detailed entry to describing the
events of the day.360 No mention is made, however, of any apprehension of driving horses
following this frightful mishap. This had been a freak accident, and Moher typically had great
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trust in his horses to perform well throughout many difficult situations. Following Moher’s diary
entry for the 24th, his next entry notes the calving of a purebred cow on the 27th, and then states
on the 28th, “to town after noon to bring home Loretta paid Sister Josephine [his daughter
Johanna] 10 dollars to give mother at hospital.”361 .362 For all the fears, injury, and worry
associated with their accident, life continued on for the Mohers and their livestock in the usual
way. Accidents occurred, and were seen as being part and parcel of working with horses. They
were to be avoided and prevented whenever possible, but were accepted as part of the risks of
daily life, and as such informed and built people’s experience of their world.
Occasionally, horses could find themselves mixed up with human violence and tragedy as
well. On November 30th, 1897, Moher notes, “Mr. Davey [a neighbour] found with throat cut as
well as one of horses.”363 It is unclear whether this was a murder or a suicide. If a murder, a point
was clearly being made by the killing of the horse as well as the owner. If a suicide, the horse
clearly factored heavily in Mr. Davey’s troubled consciousness and perhaps he feared for its care
when he was gone.
In the height of the horse era, horses were critically involved in people’s lives in Douro
Township. For both men and women, identities were built around horsemanship, while horse use
allowed for many positive experiences to occur. Traumatic events were often shared with or
caused by horses as well, further strengthening the bonds of shared hardships between people
and their horses. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, rural identities
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Chapter Five: Conclusion
On January 4th 1902, four men travelled to Peterborough from Douro. They may have
travelled with single horses pulling two cutters, or perhaps all together by team and longsleigh.
The men may have taken the opportunity to do other errands while in town, but their main
business was extensive and symbolically important. The time had come for James Leahy,
William Moher’s contemporary, to divest himself of his land, livestock, and personal property,
sharing it among three of his sons: Patrick, Edward, and Michael James. James was in his 74th
year, and was likely beginning to feel pangs of the pain which would plague him until his death
in 1907. His sons were grown men; the youngest of the three, Michael James, had been born in
1866.
The men drove their horses through winter streets to a Peterborough law office. There,
they would have stabled their horses at the lawyer’s if available, or at a friend’s or livery stable if
necessary where the horses could be out of the cold, fed some hay and oats, and watered. While
at the lawyer’s, documents were drawn up which were an assortment of mortgage transfers, bills
of sale, and a grant of maintenance. These documents outlined the transferral of three distinct
farm properties and their attendant mortgages to three of James’ sons, as well as Michael James’
provision for the support of his father and mother and their remaining dependent children in the
family home, where they continued to reside until their deaths.
In addition to land transfers, bills of sale were made up which transferred James Leahy’s
livestock, vehicles, and equipment to Edward and Michael James. The Bills of Sale are identical
in format, being composed of a printed template which was filled in by typewriter and by ink. Of
note are typewritten errors in the spelling of horses’ names made at the law office which were
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later corrected in pen by the conscientious owners of the horses. For the nominal sum of one
dollar, Edward received from his father:
…One Chestnut Horse (Roley) nine years old, One Brown mare (Joe) eight years
old, One bay mare (Eve) four years old, One foal Bay… One binder (Hamilton.) One
mower (Noxon), one cultivator, Two ploughs (Hamilton), One seeder (Noxon) One
Hay rake (Hamilton), One top buggy, and One open buggy One waggon (Yelland),
one set of sleighs, One Harrow…364
Likewise, Michael James paid one dollar for the following:
…One Bay Mare (Doll) Five years old, One Bay Mare (Grace) three years old, One
bay Mare (Moll) two years old, Two foals bay well matched (a horse and a Mare)…
One binder (Hamilton) One Mower (Massey), Seeder., hay-rake, harrow, plough,
spring tooth harrow. One waggon, two buggies, One cutter, set of bob-sleighs…365
By adding up the horses and equipment listed in both Bills of Sale, a detailed picture
emerges of the state of both in a sizeable farming operation at the turn of the century. James
Leahy possibly owned one mature stallion, depending on whether Roley was a gelding or a
stallion, and five mares of breeding age. Additionally, there were three foals, and the fact that
two were noted as well-matched indicates possible future plans for the two to be paired as a
team.
As for horse-drawn vehicles, four buggies are listed, with distinction being drawn between
open top buggies and those with a hood in one instance. Two waggons are also listed, though the
state of repair of these wheeled vehicles is not indicated. For winter travel, fewer vehicles are
listed. Two sets of bobsleighs are mentioned, as well as one cutter. Still in possession of the
family today are a cutter, two sets of bob sleighs, the waggons, and a long sleigh, which was not
mentioned in either bill of sale. It may have already belonged to Michael James at this point.
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Several duplicates in machinery existed. The presence of two binders indicates the
harvesting of large acreages of grain, as do the three ploughs. The division of equipment, though
not completely equal, provided both of James’s sons with most of the requisite tools of farming
at the time. Land could be worked, crops sown and harvested, and then brought to market. A
certain note of satisfaction may be found on James’ part in his ability to provide two sons with
the means for a future, as he already had done for his eldest son Patrick, who had received a farm
from his father on the 1st Line of Douro.
After divesting himself of his land, livestock, and equipment, and thereby essentially
removing his means of earning a living, James still required a guarantee of survival for himself,
his wife Margaret, and three dependent daughters and a son who was pursuing a university
education. A Grant of Maintenance, a document placing responsibility for the care of others
upon an individual, was created in January of 1902, which outlined the rights of James and
Margaret as they continued to live in the large family home they had built twenty years earlier
which had passed to their son. This document makes for fascinating reading, outlining which
gooseberry bushes were to be for their use and which corner of the cellar they could use for
storage among the most obscure clauses. The role of the horse in transportation was not
neglected, and “Doll” was selected to be available for their use. For one dollar paid by James and
Margaret to their son the following would be provided as they continued to live in the home with
Michael James providing all:
…necessaries and requisites suitable and proper for persons in their rank and station
in life… to have the use at all times of one horse (Doll mare) or such other horses as
the said parties of the second part shall select) also of harness, buggie, and cutter…
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said horse… to be properly kept fed, and cared for on said premises by the said party
of the first part.366
Clearly, then as now, mobility and independence were of importance to the elderly. This
was provided in the form of Doll, a five year old mare, with a cutter for winter driving and a
buggy for the rest of the year. As people of respectable age and status, as indicated in the Grant,
the horse and rigs were to be kept in proper form, in keeping with the social standing of the
drivers.
These legal documents provide a snapshot of farm life at the turn of the twentieth century.
At the time, the automobile was still a few years from appearing on the scene in Douro. Local
travel still relied upon the horse, as was clearly evident in the Grant of Maintenance. As a large
set of properties passed from one generation to the next, horses played a prominent part, being
foremost among livestock and all other possessions listed. Horses provided the motive power for
vehicles and farm equipment, and thereby the means of farming the actual properties changing
hands. From the middle of the nineteenth century, horses had risen to great prominence in Douro
life, being used almost daily by many farm families. The horse population in the township had
soared to 1229 horses in 1891.367 On farms, horses combined with improved technology to
reduce manual human labour in mowing hay and cutting and threshing grain. Horse usage
permeated all aspects of crop and fodder growing, required pasture land, and made use of
specialized stabling. The increasing demand for horses in farm work fed horse breeders’ desire
to improve on their stock and experiment with new breeds and types of horse.
In travel, too, the horse was crucial in the daily lives of the residents of Douro Township.
Horses were used to transport farm goods for sale, on household business, and for pleasurable
366
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personal travel, while horses were also used to build and maintain the roads which they travelled.
Farm families owned a variety of horse-drawn vehicles which they used for extensive local travel
and hauling goods. Local horse travel integrated with railway networks as they were built, and
was crucial in bringing goods and people to rail stations.
The interactions which the people of Douro had with horses in their daily lives were
diverse and had a significant impact upon the people themselves. Horses were presented in all of
life’s memorable moments, whether they were on the farm or travelling further afield. Horses
brought doctors to attend births and deaths, and carried the people of Douro to their weddings
and funerals. Countless hours were spent by both men and women working with horses, which
served to form strong and lasting connections between people and their animals.
Although this study does much to illuminate the importance of the horse in rural life,
further questions arise. The rural economy appears to have been greatly stimulated by the use of
horses, with artisans such as blacksmiths, wheelwrights, and carriage makers existing to serve
the needs of the horse world as well as such professionals as farriers and veterinarians. Further
study of this aspect of the horse’s impact on rural life would better inform our understanding of
the horse in rural life.
This study ends as a period of great change in the horse world approaches. In the early
decades of the twentieth century, the automobile began to appear on Douro roads and slowly
reduced the number of people driving horses for travel. Winter travel by horse and sleigh
lingered, but was rapidly disappearing by the 1940s. When Bernard Leahy last drove a team and
wagon to Peterborough in 1945, heads turned and people stopped on the street to watch. It was
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very difficult to find a place to stable the horses and feed and water them. The world had
changed.
On the farm, too, changes were underway. With the reduction in demand for light trotting
horses and the increase in the weight of farm machinery, the heavy draught horse came to be the
horse of choice on Ontario farms in the first half of the twentieth century.368 The Belgian, the last
of the heavy breeds to appear, was widely adopted for farm use. The Fordson was the first small
tractor widely produced in Ontario and began to be distributed in 1917.369 Although early
tractors began to appear in Douro Township in the 1920s, they were used alongside horses, and
only slowly began to take over the heaviest tasks once done by horses such as ploughing. Many
Ontario farmers initially resisted the adoption of tractors for farm use as they were expensive,
caused soil compaction, required purchased fuels, and were difficult to fix. Additionally, horse
usage was thoroughly integrated into a farm’s crop rotation, production, and farming practices.370
It required a degree of risk to move beyond the familiar and adopt drastically new mechanical
means of farming while also abandoning a means of farming and working with horses which had
been in place for a century. By 1961, however, the day of the heavy horse on Douro farms was
largely finished. Horse numbers in the township had plummeted to 153 horses, a level not seen
since the 1840s.371 The working horse, long the mainstay of motive power on the farm and on the
road, had been largely replaced.
An understanding of the horse is crucial to comprehending much of rural Ontario life in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The horse was clearly more significant in the
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development of rural Ontario than presented in the general economic overviews written by
McCalla and Drummond. Derry’s work appreciates the importance of the horse but could further
highlight the value of the horse to the individual farmer and his family, while Wilson ably
addresses aspects of the horse’s importance in social work settings. To the farm family in the late
nineteenth century, normal life could not function without horses. The tremendous importance of
the horse and the impact it had upon the individual is made clear through analysis of William
Moher’s farm diaries. By approaching the horse from the perspective of the individual, the
complete integration of the horse in daily life becomes apparent. A farm family interacted with
their horses from the beginning to the end of their day and relied exclusively on them for work
and travel. No other single aspect of the farm was as pervasive in a farmer’s work as the horse.
As seen in Douro, the horse was a constant companion in work, travel, and play. Although
experiences varied throughout the province, the basic tenets of rural life were largely similar. For
farmers, work in the fields and woods was aided and improved by the use of increasingly
specialized horses. The hardships of rural isolation were combatted by the use of quick horses for
road travel as was access to markets. Horses were part of a broader transportation network which
included trains and water transport, connecting people and goods with these means of long
distance travel. Throughout these activities, horses offered the people working with them
companionship, and were a part of many people’s identities. Men could compete with each other
through their horsemanship, combining useful skills with personal competition in a manner
which met with public approval. At the same time, by driving horses women could have some
autonomy over their travel and social relationships. Many of these aspects of horse use are
intangible and not easily measured or compared. As such, they can be easily ignored by scholars
wishing to concretely analyze data. However, for almost a century, Ontario’s farm families relied
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extensively upon the horse for many aspects of life, and from that dependence there arose a
unique relationship between humans and the horses upon which they relied.
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Figures

Figure 1: William and Loretta Moher, early 1880s. From the collection of Nora Sweeney.

Figure 2: William Moher Family, 1889. From the collection of Mrs. Vincent Moher.
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Figure 3: William Moher’s properties and neighbours 1875. Cole, A.O.C. ed. Peterborough
Historical Atlas 1825-1875. Peterborough: Corporation of the County of Peterborough,
1975.
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Figure 4: Douro Township, 1875. Cole, A.O.C. ed. Peterborough Historical Atlas 1825-1875.
Peterborough: Corporation of the County of Peterborough, 1975.
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Figure 5: Number of Acres (On Left Axis) and Number of Horses (On Right Axis) owned by
William Moher in Douro
Land owned found in Douro Township Tax Collector’s Rolls, Land Cleared found in
Douro Township Tax Assessment Rolls, 1871 Census of Canada, Province of Ontario, District
No. 57, Schedules 4 and 7. Number of horses found in Douro Township Tax Assessment Rolls
and 1871 Census of Canada.
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Figure 6: Number of Horses Owned by William Moher 1868-1898
Douro Township Tax Assessment Rolls 1868-1898

Figure 7: John Tedford ploughing with single furrow walking plough around 1900. From
the collection of Mike Towns.
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Figure 8: Bernard Leahy with team and load of hay, 1930s. From the collection of Nora
Sweeney.

Figure 9: Bernard Leahy with three horse team and binder, 1930s. From the collection of
Nora Sweeney.
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Figure 10: Thrashing in the field in late fall at Joe Cavanagh’s, around 1900. From the
collection of Mike Towns.

Figure 11: Horse belonging to Victor Kennedy, 1967. Descended from Morgan mare bought at
fair in Warsaw, 1848. From J. Alex. Edmison, ed. Through The Years in Douro. Peterborough:
A. D. Newson Co. Ltd, 1968. 330.
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Figure 12: Michael James Leahy, on right, purchasing light horse 1900-1910. From the
collection of Brian Leahy.

Figure 13: Patrick Leahy with young Clydesdale, 1890s. From the collection of Fred
Fitzgerald.
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Figure 14 The Warsaw Stage, 1916 showing a team of horses drawing a light wagon. From the
collection of Mrs. Vincent Moher.

Figure 15 Taverns and Hotels between Warsaw and Peterborough as related by Mrs. Davis
Condon in Peterborough Examiner, May 29, 1906.
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Figure 16 Michael Garvey family with longsleigh, 1891. Note the single runners, and buffalo
robes. J.Alex Edmison, ed. Through The Years in Douro. Peterborough: A. D. Newson Co. Ltd,
1968.

Figure 17 Bernard Leahy with bobsleigh and team in winter, early 1930s. From the collection of
Brian Leahy.
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Figure 18 Loads of logs drawn on bobsleighs in Douro Township, 1926. From the collection of
Mike Towns.

Figure 19 Allen family and friends in Democrat wagon in front of P.G. Towns Store, late 1890s.
From the collection of Mike Towns.
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Figure 20 Otonabee Dairy milk delivery wagon featuring light wagon body and drawn by a
single horse. From the collection of Mike Towns.

Figure 21 Michael Cleary with team drawing buggy. From the collection of Mike Towns.
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Figure 22 Loretta (Moher) Leahy and her mother-in-law, Margaret (O`Leary) Leahy in high
wheeled buggy with top down, circa 1910, likely visiting relatives. From the collection of Fred
Fitzgerald.
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Figure 23: Sister Beata (Walsh) and Sister Loyola (Leahy), Douro, 1908 in buggy with top half
raised, 1908. J. Alex Edmison, ed. Through The Years in Douro. Peterborough: A. D. Newson
Co. Ltd, 1968.

Figure 24 Thomas E. Whibbs Family, 1906. Note single horse and buggy included in
photograph. From the collection of Mike Towns.
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Figure 25: Michael James Leahy with Bernard Leahy’s team. Douro, October 1938. From the
collection of Nora Sweeney.

Figure 26: Anna McCarthy with Fly and Maude. Mike Towns, 2016.
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Figure 27: Eileen (Leahy) Fitzgerald with Percheron mares Mod and Jes, spring 1938. From the
collection of Brian Leahy.
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Appendix 1:William Moher Family Members
List first compiled by William Moher on October 10, 1862, and then added to when necessary.
First marriage of Wm. Moher August 31, 1851
Family
William Moher – June 5, 1852
John Moher – May 15, 1854
Mary Ann (Foley) – March 17, 1856
Michael Henry – April 24, 1858
Eliza Jane (Condon) – June 18, 1860
Thomas James – June 8, 1862
William Patrick – May 8, 1864

Mrs. William Moher (Torpey) died May 16, 1864
William Moher Jr. died October 1854
John Moher died May 30, 1874

Wm. Moher remarried January 29, 1872 to Hanora O’Shea
Family
Francis Joseph – February 6, 1873
Johanna (Sister Josephine) – October 10, 1874
Loretto Anne (Leahy) - August 4, 1876
Albert John – December 7, 1878
Vincent Jeremiah – May 9, 1881
Steven Bernard – July 14, 1883
Anastasia (Greenan) – August 14, 1886
Zita Gertrude (Sister St. Patrick) – August 8, 1890
Eleanor – June 27, 1894
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