Is Lack of Social Housing a Norm Across Ontario?
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Context
The issue of housing is currently a hot topic in
Canadian society. It is an important subject matter in all
countries but especially in Canada due to the harsh winter
climate. The three regions that we will be studying and
comparing are York Region, Bruce County and The Township
of Nipissing.
They all have their own housing authority, and
subsequently different agenda’s on what types of programs
are most important in their region. Bruce County was chosen
as it will give insight into the farming communities of
Ontario. York Region was chosen to give an example of a big
city, as it is made up of mostly large cities and smaller
developing cities. Lastly Nipissing was chosen for a
comparison for a more northern lifestyle, as it is neither
farmland nor a large city.
Background
• Canada is a well developed country with a high GDP
• We currently have a conservative government
• Ontario currently has a provincial liberal government
Presently in Ontario affordable housing is not readily
available to all who need it
• It is reported that more than 156,300 households were on
the waiting list at the end of 2011
• 56,000 of those households have children
• 40,000 of those households are seniors
This is an image of a new
social housing complex
in Oakland California,
this could be the future
of our social housing if
the right steps are taken.

Ontario Housing Services Act 2011

How do the social needs of individuals living in poverty in the three
geographical and economic regions of Ontario differ with respect
given to housing? The three areas chosen are York Region as a
commuter or big city type location, Nipissing as a Northern region
with large areas between homes and cities, and Bruce Country as a
farming community with very few large cities.

The conclusion drawn from research and analysis of this
topic is that all three regions have different needs for social
housing. The necessity for certain services depends on the
geographical location.
• The greatest availability of social housing is found in larger
cities and regions
• Smaller regions and towns have a very different set of
challenges when it comes to social housing (such as
transportation)

Recommendations
•

Municipal Social Services Association claimed in 2009 that the
number of people on the waiting list for social housing has
increased by 11.7% and it is predicted to continue to escalate
Statistics Canada, reported that over 19, 000 households with more
than two residents were spending between 30-90% of their income
on housing in Toronto. Seeing as how housing in northern Ontario is
20-30% cheaper than in the typical big city, people should be more
drawn to live in such regions. However, this is not always the case
because of the high cost required to build and operate housing in
northern Ontario and the minimal amount of social housing available
along with inadequate public transportation.
International Housing Partnership
• more than 400 000 Ontarians live in social housing
• estimated at 40 billion dollars in accents
In Bruce County the municipal government is asked to invest more
land and waive fees. If these municipal governments are able to
make these compromises, it is believed that Bruce County will reach
their goal of 445 new affordable houses.
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Micro
For those in poverty
• consider living with a roommate or finding housemates
to lower rent costs
• consider looking for housing in regions with better
transportation, lower housing costs, better social
programs etc.
For communities
• set up community centers in easily accessible locations to
support those in poverty
• provide programs to help with budgeting, job training
etc.
For those who want to help
• giving to charities or non-profit organizations that
provide funds to social housing programs (Habitat for
Humanity for example)
Macro
• expanding availability of social housing
• improving social housing that is already in place
• targeting regions that have the highest need and shifting
funds to adequately help those regions
• implementing a better transit system
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