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“High Middle Ages” when France 
alone built 80 new cathedrals, 500 
abbeys and 10,000 parish churches 
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Allegory of Good Government
by Ambrogio Lorenzetti, Sienna, (c.1290 – c.1348)
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Photo from cover of:  
Davis, M. (2001) Late Victorian Holocausts: 

El Niño famines and the making of the third world, London, Verso.
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For information on the medieval warm period see: 
http://www.geo.arizona.edu/palynology/geos462/20climsolar.html

See also: Keigwin, L.  (1996) Science, Vol 274, pages 1503-1508.
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Grootes, P. M, et al. (1993). "Comparison of oxygen isotope records from the GISP2 and GRIP Greenland ice cores." 
Nature 366(6455): 552-554.
Carter, R. (2007). "The Myth of Dangerous Human-Caused Climate Change." The AusIMM New Leaders Conference 
Brisbane, QLD, 2-3 May: 61-74.
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 The FAO estimated that globally 925 million people 
were under nourished in 2010.

 Another ~75 million will like be added to this number 
in 2011 based on rising food costs.

 This is up from 848 million between 2005-2007.

 http://www.fao.org/hunger/en/





Grootes, P. M, et al. (1993). "Comparison of oxygen isotope records from the GISP2 and GRIP Greenland ice cores." 
Nature 366(6455): 552-554.
Carter, R. (2007). "The Myth of Dangerous Human-Caused Climate Change." The AusIMM New Leaders Conference 
Brisbane, QLD, 2-3 May: 61-74.



http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/ctl/cliihis1000.html



http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/paleo/ctl/cliihis1000.html







http://www.monthlyreview.org/090720bryceson.php
FAO statistics cited in WDI indicators, 2009, http://publications.worldbank.org/WDI.
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Wisconsin Landscape 
by John Steuart Curry (c1938-1939)
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“…for many countries the strategic 
grain reserve…tend[s] to exist in theory 
rather than in practice.”

Food and Agricultural Organization, see: 
http://www.fao.org/docrep/w4979e/w4979e00.htm







More of our efforts as a society in terms of our time, 
our resources, and our policy will be directed towards 
producing and storing food over the 21st century. 
This is inevitable and the low prices we have enjoyed in 
the late 20th century will be see as anomalous. 
History warns us that these transitions can be horrific 
and extract a huge toll on human life and well being.  
However, this transition may also be quite pleasant. 
Charting a course to a safe future, however, requires a 
great deal of interdisciplinary policy relevant thinking.
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