
Out on the Shelf 

Out on the Shelf is a not-for-profit organization 
offering services to the LGBTQ2IA+ population of 
Guelph and Wellington. Most of our programming is 
aimed at creating connections between members of 
the queer community. We host a variety of monthly 
groups, including a men’s social, a women’s social, a 
crafting group, a games night, a book club, and a hub 
for trans and gender-independent folks. We welcome 
people at our queer library and resource centre 
downtown. We also organize Guelph Pride events and 
other public awareness-raising and educational 
opportunities. At our core, we seek to be responsive to 
the evolving needs and interests of the local queer 
community. 

We are eager to get back into our space, to welcome 
people and offer events there. Moving forward, we want 
to continue expanding our focus beyond the library 
itself and use our space as a community centre, a 
social hub for members of the queer community to 
meet, connect, and exchange. We want to improve the 
accessibility of our space and of our events. We are also 
hoping to develop new events and programs that can be 
tailored to specific subsets of the queer community, and 
to continue to collaborate with other organizations to 
offer meaningful opportunities for engagement and 
education. 

Our organization is entirely volunteer-run; there 
are no paid positions with OOTS. Finding 
volunteers has been exceptionally 
challenging over the past few years. People 
are burnt out and the Zoom fatigue is real. 
We’ve been very fortunate to retain some 
passionate board members through the 
quarantine, but we are eager for new 
volunteers to bring their energy and ideas. 
We’re working on restructuring certain 
opportunities to find new ways for people to 
participate and offering more short-term 
volunteer positions for those who want to 
contribute but may not have as much time. 

“Meeting other queer people, 
sharing experiences and making 
connections can be such an em-
powering thing. OOTS provides 

that opportunity to go into a 
place where you know you’ll find 

others who understand you.” 

How can you make a difference? 
Join us! We are always looking for more volunteers to lead groups, organize events or 
participate on the board. 

Help spread the word about us! Follow us on social media, share information about our 
programs and events, and talk about us with people around you. 
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