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DEPARTMENT HEADS

Historically Speaking
Although the Department of Soil Science was not 

formed until 1945, the importance of having an under
standing of the soil has been recognized since the 
establishment of the O.A.C. References to soil studies 
by members of the Chemistry Department are found 
in the annual reports of 1874 and in the Legislative 
Bill of 1880 establishing the College and the Experi
mental Farm. The first soil analysis of the college 
farm was conducted by R.B. Hare around 1884 while 
A.E. Shuttleworth instituted a research program on 
sugar beets before 1900 While Dr. Robert Harcourt 
was head of the Chemistry Department (1901-1937) 
the soil science program of the department was greatly 
expanded. W.P. Gamble was appointed the first prof
essor of Soils in 1907.

Recognition of the need for an inventory of the soil 
resources in the Province resulted in the initiation of 
soil surveyors in 1914 by A.J. Galbraith. These sur
veys have continued almost without interruption to the 
present time.

Beginning in 1936 staff members in the Soils 
Division of the Chemistry Department were trans
ferred to the “Old Hort” building. In 1945 the Depart
ment of Soils was formed and G. N. Ruhnke who had
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been associated with the program since 1922 became 
the first Head. During Professor Ruhnke’s association 
with the soils program from 1922 to 1948, the soil 
survey and field plot research programs were ex
panded, and a soil testing service for Ontario farmers 
was introduced.

Professor Ruhnke was appointed as Director of 
Research for the Ontario Department of Agriculture 
in 1948, and Prof. F.F. Morwick served as acting 
Head of the Department until Dr. F.A, Stinson was 
named to the position in 1949. In 1951 Dr. Stinson 
resigned to accept a position with the Tobacco Research 
Board of Southern Rhodesia and N.R. Richards was 
appointed Professor andHead of the Department. Prior 
to his appointment, Prof. Richards had served for thir
teen years with the soil survey staff of the Canada 
Department of Agriculture. During his tenure as Head, 
the program of the department expanded rapidly. Al
though the soil testing program had been in existence 
since 1930, it was recognized that the tests had not 
been adequately calibrated with field trials. A major 
program was initiated in which trials were conducted 
on farm fields throughout the province and the response 
of the major field crops was related to the soil test, 
thereby placing the soil testing service on a more 
scientific basis. The importance of understanding the 
chemical, physical and biological reactions in the soil 
and then influence on crop production resulted in the 
development of a more basic approach in the research 
program. The name of the department was changed to 
Soil Science in keeping with this new approach.

Shortly after Prof. Richards was appointed Head 
of the Department, plans were initiated for a new 
building, which was occupied in 1958. This building 
permitted a further expansion of the soils program.

Recognition of the close relationship between the 
soil, the plant and the atmosphere and the need for 
a better understanding of these relationships resulted 
in the establishment of a research and graduate train
ing program in agrometeorology in 1958.

In 1962 Professor Richards became the first Dean 
of the Ontario Agricultural College, andB.C. Matthews 
who had been on the departmental faculty since 1948 
was appointed Head. The teaching program of the 
department was until 1963, of a service nature, pro
viding courses for students specializing in other areas.



The need for graduates with a concentration in soil 
science resulted in the establishment of a Soil Science 
Major with the first students graduating in 1965. 
Since that time 31 students have graduated from this 
program.

The soil survey program that had been conducted 
since 1914, in co-operation with the Research Branch 
of the Canada Department of Agriculture had provided 
an inventory of the soils in Southern Ontario on a county 
basis. From this information, a generalized soils map 
of Southern Ontario was published in 1964. In addition, 
with assistance from the A.R.D.A. program this in
formation was interpreted in terms of land use cap
ability for agriculture.

In 1966 following the formation of the University of 
Guelph, Dr. Matthews was named Vice-President 
(Academic) and M.H. Miller was named Head of the 
Department.

THE SOIL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
AT WORK

Dr. M.H. Miller ’53

X-ray Diffractometer used for clay mineral identification.

The basic objective of the Department of Soil 
Science is to promote the most effective utilization of 
our land resources for the production of food and 
fibre, for urban and industrial development and for 
recreation not only for the present but for future 
generations as well. The pressure on land in Southern 
Ontario is increasing rapidly. A strip of land 50 
miles wide running from Windsor to Quebec City 
includes less than one percent of the land area of 
Canada. However, it contains approximately 60 percent 
of the population, produces about 75% of the manufac
tured products and approximately 30% of Canada’s 
agricultural production. Thus it is imperative that the 
land resources be used in the most effective maimer.

The department attempts to attain its objective 
through a balanced program of teaching, research and
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advisory services. Courses are offered for the Associ
ate Diploma students, for the students in the B.Sc. 
(Agr.) program majoring in Soil Science as well as in 
other areas of specialization, and for graduate students 
at the M.Sc. and Ph.D. level.

A Geology teaching program has also been initi
ated in the department to provide courses essential to 
the training of Soil Scientists and also to provide 
students in other programs of the University with a 
greater appreciation of their environment. The first 
geologist was appointed to the faculty of the department 
in September 1966 and a second one was added in 
August 1967. Two more members will be appointed in 
the near future. The development of this program 
within the Department of Soil Science recognizes that 
there are many areas in which Geology and Soil 
Science have common interests particularly glacial 
geology, sedimentology, geomorphology, mineralogy 
and geochemistry. The Geologists on the faculty will 
make a valuable contribution to research and graduate 
training in the department through the development of 
programs in these areas. The University of Guelph is 
unique in Ontario, being the only University offering a 
program in Soil Science. The development of a Geology 
program in close association with Soil Science recog
nizes this uniqueness.

When the University of Guelph was formedin 1964, 
it became possible to offer a Ph.D. degree, in addition 
to the M.Sc. degree which had been available for some 
40 years. This provided a tremendous impetus to the 
program and has been largely responsible for the 
increase in students from about 15 in 1963-64 to 36 in 
1968-69, Approximately half of these students are en
rolled in the Ph.D. program. This rapid increase is 
expected to continue to meet the requirements for 
specialists to fill the many positions in research in 
provincial, federal and industrial agencies, as well as 
providing the required faculty for University teaching 
and research programs.

The research program of the department is spon
sored primarily by the Ontario Department of Agri
culture and Food, although a very significant level of 
support is being received from the National Research 
Council of Canada, the Canada Department of Agri
culture, the Meteorological Branch of the Canada 
Department of Transport as well as several industrial 
companies.

There are two broad problems with which the 
department is concerned. (1) Promoting effective 
planning and utilization of our land resources in the 
best interest of society in general and (2) Producing 
high yields of crops while at the same time obtaining 
the greatest profit per acre.

Research in soil genesis, classification and land use 
is designed to increase our understanding of the many 
kinds of soil in Ontario, the processes responsible for 
their formation, their distribution in the province and 
their capability for agriculture, forestry, recreation 
and other uses. Although the soil surveys that have 
been conducted almost' continuously since 1914 have 
provided an excellent inventory for planning on a 
relatively broad basis, more detailed information is 
required in those areas of the most intensive land use. 
Detailed soil surveys were initiated in 1964 using air 
photos at a scale of 4 inches - 1 mile, on which soil 
areas as small as 2 acres can be delineated. Waterloo 
County has been completed and Brant County is now 
being surveyed on this basis. Recognizing that land use
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problems do not follow county boundaries, future 
detailed surveys will be on a regional basis to obtain 
the information where it is most urgently needed., 
This may be an area of rapid urban expansion to allow 
effective planning to retain the most suitable land for 
agriculture while allowing urban expansion to occur on 
those areas less suitable for agricultural use.

The soil management research is designed to 
provide answers for present problems in crop pro
duction as well as increasing our understanding of the 
chemical, physical and biological relationships in the 
soil that influence plant growth. A major area of em
phasis at present is on the micronutrient needs of 
Ontario soils. As the level of crop production in
creases, and other management factors are maintained 
at the optimum, the incidence of deficiencies of ele
ments such as manganese, zinc and boron will increase. 
Research is underway to develop methods of diagnosing 
and correcting these deficiencies.

The time and method of application of fertilizer 
can greatly influence the efficiency of use. Of partic
ular interest at present is the time of nitrogen ap
plication for corn. Fall application has many advan
tages both to the farmer and the fertilizer industry. It 
has however not proven effective in Ontario due to 
losses that occur during the winter and early spring. 
Co-operative studies with the Dept, of Microbiology 
are providing information on the fate of fall applied 
nitrogen and attempting to develop methods of reducing 
these losses.

Other projects in soil management are concerned 
with forage fertilization, tillage practices, the inter
action of drainage and fertilization and evaluation of 
the potimum fertility levels for corn and barley.

Many of the soil management studies are conducted 
on farm fields to evaluate practices under a variety 
of soils and climatic conditions. An area of approx
imately 50 acres is also available for long term 
studies in soil management at the Elora Research 
Station.

An understanding of the basic chemical and physical 
properties and reactions in the soil is necessary for 
effective utilization. Many processes in the soil are 
dependent on movement of water and/or chemical sub
stances. Studies are being conducted to provide a better 
understanding of these transport phenomena. The char
acterization and identification of nitrogen and phos
phorus compounds in the soil organic matter is also 
under investigation.

Associated with a rapid population growth and in
tensive land use are problems of pollution of our 
environment. Agriculture has been named as a major 
contributor to these problems through use of fertilizer 
and other chemicals as well as animal waste disposal. 
The waste generated by the livestock population in 
Ontario creates a management problem equivalent to 
the waste from 45 to 50 million people. Research is 
underway to establish maximum rates of application 
that may be used without contaminating ground water 
supplies. Nitrogen is the primary concern due to its 
mobility in the soil. Phosphorus either in fertilizer 
or animal manure is not considered to be a potential 
pollutant.

The results of a research program must ultimately 
be applied to the solution of a problem. The Advisory 
Service personnel interpret this research information 
and translate it into recommendations for effective 

soil management practices. In-service-training 
courses for extension personnel, news releases, T.V. 
programs, radio tapes and farmer meetings serve as 
a medium to ensure that the recommendations reach 
the user. The soil testing service operated by the de
partment provides an excellent opportunity to promote 
effective soil management in addition to indicating the 
fertilizer requirement.

Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer in use in Soil Testing Lab
oratory.

DEPARTMENT OF SOIL SCIENCE FACULTY

M.H. Miller, B.S.A, (Tor.), M.S., Ph.D. (Purd.) - 
Chairman of the Department
Agrometeorology

D.M. Brown, B.S.A., M.S.A. (Tor.), Ph.D. (lowaSt.)- 
Associate Professor; K.M. King,B.S.A. (Tor.),M.S., 
Ph.D. (Wis.) - Professor.

Geology
W. Chesworth, B.Sc., M.Sc., (Mane.), Ph.D. (MCM.) - 
Assistant Professor; B.A. Liberty, B.A., M.A., 
Ph.D. (Tor.) - Associate Professor.

Soil Genesis, Classification and Land Use
D.W. Hoffman, B.S.A., M.S.A. (Tor.) - Associate 
Professor; R. Protz, B.S.A., M.S.A. (Sask.), Ph.D. 
(Iowa St.) - Associate Professor; N.R. Richards, 
B.S.A. (Tor.), M.S. (Mich. St.), D.So. (Laval) - 
Professor.

Soil Management
T.E. Bates, B.S.A. (Tor.), M.S. (N. Carol.St.), Ph.D. 
(Iowa St.) - Professor; E.G. Beauchamp, B.Sc. 
(Agr,), M.Sc. (MCG), Ph.D. (Corn.) - Assistant 
Professor; W.T. Ewen, B.S.A., M.S.A. (Tor.) - 
Assistant Professor; J. W. Ketcheson, B.S.A. (Tor.), 
M.S. Ph.D. (Ill.) - Associate Professor; R. W. Sheard, 
B.S.A. (Sask.), M.S.A. (Tor.), Ph.D. (Corn.) - As
sociate Professor; J.A. Smith, B.S.A,, M.S.A. (Tor.) 
- Assistant Professor.

Soil Chemistry
B.C. Matthews, B.S.A. (Tor.), A.M. (Misso.), Ph.D. 
(Corn.) - Professor; R.L. Thomas, B.Sc., M.Sc. 
(Alta.), Ph.D. (Ohio St.) - Associate Professor; 
A.L. Willis, B.S.A. (Tor.), M.S., Ph.D. (Wis.) - 
Associate Professor.



Soil Physics
D.E. Elrick, B.S.A. (Tor.), M.S., Ph.D. (Wis.) - 
Professor; L.R. Webber, B.S.A. (Tor.), M.S. (Corn.) 
- Professor.

Advisory Services
T.J. Heeg, B.S.A., M.S.A, (Tor.) - Associate Prof
essor; T.H, Lane, B.S.A., M.S.A. (Tor.) - Professor.

Six pedologists of the Canada Department of Agri
culture and two Soils and Crops specialists of the 
Ontario Department of Agriculture and Food are also 
located in the Soils Building and co-operate fully with 
the departmental faculty in carrying out the programs.

In addition to the professional members, there are 
21 clerical and technical staff members along with 
several temporary assistants making a total of ap
proximately 100 members.

THE ONTARIO SOIL TESTING SERVICE
Prof. T.J. Heeg ’33

The soil testing service in the Department of Soil 
Science is sponsored by the Ontario Department of 
Agriculture and Food for the farmers of Ontario. It 
had a humble beginning in a corner of a laboratory 
in the old Chemistry Building about the year 1930. 
Less than 100 samples were analyzed in the first few 
years. Each farmer received a long letter explaining 
the results and what corrective measures should be 
taken.

Despite the depression of the 1930’s, when most 
other operations were being curtailed, the need for 
more work in soils was recognized. The Soils Div
ision of the Chemistry Department was expanded and 
moved to the old Horticulture Building, which stood 
in part of the area now occupied by the new library. 
A Neubauer laboratory for soil testing was established 
in these renovated quarters. This method involved the 
growing of 100 rye seedlings in soil for a stipulated 
time period. The rye was then analyzed for the desired 
nutrients. The Neubauer technique was used to stand
ardize and correlate the quick tests employed for farm 
samples.

It was in the early war years that a separate lab
oratory was established for farm soil samples only. 
Up to 4,000 were tested per year at this time. The 
service kept growing in the post war period reaching 
a peak in 1955 and 1956 of 13,000 - 14,000 samples.

In 1958 the Department of Soil Science moved to 
its new building in which a modern laboratory for soil 
testing was located. With these new facilities and in
creasing farmer acceptance of the value of soil testing, 
sample numbers began increasing as never before. In 
1961 there were 32,000 samples tested and in 1965 - 
57,000 samples. In the past few years numbers have 
been in excess of 50,000, being sent by 14,000 - 15,000 
farmers each year.

The analysis of a large number of samples requires 
more than a little organization. But there was also the 
problem of processing the data and reporting to farm
ers. Report forms became more and more stream
lined but the physical effort of typing reports was 
staggering. In 1963 plans were made to handle all soil
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test data by computer. The first computer reports 
were printed out on July 8, 1964,

The computer program calculates the need for 
limestone and the amount to be applied. It also prints 
out the total requirements of nitrogen, phosphate and 
potash in pounds per acre for the crop indicated. How
ever, these requirements have to be translated in terms 
of mixed fertilizers and materials. Three or four 
extension specialists might handle 10,000 sample 
recommendations per year but it would be an impos
sible job for the same personnel to process 50,000.

To overcome this, the agricultural representatives 
have been trained in soil test interpretation. The report 
from the computer is sent directly to the agricultural 
representative who indicates the kind of fertilizer that 
will most closely meet the requirements. Each year the 
Ag. Reps, are given a refresher course where new 
research is presented and where they have the oppor
tunity to suggest improvements. This system has 
worked exceptionally well. It has brought the agri
cultural representative to farmers whom he had not 
met before, thus opening a way for improvement in 
their operation.

The computer program is useful not only in the 
more efficient reporting of soil test results to farm
ers. It has enabled us to make summaries of data. 
Before the computer operation it was impossible to 
average values for pH, phosphorus, potash and mag
nesium. Now we can not only obtain these average 
values by county or district, but we can obtain the % 
distribution of soils of varying degrees of acidity, or 
different levels of phosphorus and potassium. Such 
information can be helpful in both our extension and 
research programs.

The changes which have taken place in soil testing 
in a thirty year period are in keeping with the great 
and rapid advances of the present era. The relatively 
inaccurate old chemical methods, where readings were 
made against colour charts, have given way to modern 
instruments such as pH meters, flame photometers, 
atomic absorption spectrophotometers, flow-through 
colorimeters and even automatic analyzers. All this 
modern instrumentation must be supported by sophisti
cated plot work to ensure accurate advice to the 
farmer. The recommendation the farmer receives is 
therefore the resultant of much of the research done 
in soil chemistry and soil fertility.

AGROMETEOROLOGY
Dr. K.M. King ’51

Agricultural meteorology is that area of science 
concerned with the relationships between weather 
factors and agricultural production. Among all the 
factors that influence production, weather is the most 
variable and the least understood.

The present program in the department has de
veloped during the last several years and now is under
going more rapid development to provide graduate 
student training and research. The present faculty 
consists of Murray Brown (51) and myself. Murray is 
concerned with the climatic limitations in the produc
tion of the major field crops with emphasis being given 
to adverse temperatures and moisture conditions. We 
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know that such adverse situations can not be predicted 
very far in advance by present meteorological tech
niques. It’s possible, however, from the analysis of 
climatic statistics to estimate the probability of occur- 
ence of such events. Thus the outcome of such research 
is to provide sounder guides to the farmer for decisions 
on various operations based on the likelihood of certain 
climatic events. For example, research has shown the 
heat units required by each corn hybrid to mature and 
the heat units to be expected in any area of the prov
ince. Thus the proper hybrid can be chosen. Further 
research is underway to show the effects of an early 
frost on ultimate yield. Murray Brown also operates 
the weather station at O.A.C. and has been involved 
recently in the new agricultural weather forecast 
service provided by the Ontario Department of Agri
culture and Food.

My research emphasizes the micrometeorology of 
crops, that is the variations in environmental variables 
above, within, and below crops and the physical trans
fer of solar radiation, heat, carbon dioxide and water 
vapour between soils, plants and the atmosphere. This 
research provides answers to the basic questions of 
how the atmosphere and plants interact and exchange 
various entities. By the use of special instruments we 
are able to determine the rate of photosynthesis, dry 
matter production and water use over periods of less 
than an hour. We are presently comparing growth 
rates under the various microclimates that exist in any 
field from hour to hour and day to day. We hope 
eventually that weather will not be the least understood 
of all the factors that influence production.

Teaching of meteorology, climatology and agro
meteorology to both undergraduate and graduate 
students is an important part of the program. Our 
graduate training program, in fact is the only one for 
agrometeorology in Canada. Recently we have received 
support from the Canadian Committee for the Inter
national Biological Programme to expand the staff and 
so increase the short supply of graduates trained in 
agrometeorology. As a result, we expect an agro
physicist, a meteorologist, and an environmental plant 
physiologist to join our group in July. These people 
will then provide an intensive training-research pro
gram in agrometeorology second to none.

Dr. Ken King adjusting instruments for Agrometeorological Meas
urements.

FROM THE DEAN’S
OFFICE

May is the month of graduations. The diploma 
students will graduate on May 22nd, and on the Friday 
following, May 24th, students in the B.Sc. (Agr.) and 
B.Sc. (Eng.) programs will receive their degrees. This 
is a pleasant time on campus. Graduation brings back 
to the campus many friends and provides an oppor
tunity to greet parents, alumni, and friends. Best 
wishes to the graduates! I hope those who are graduat
ing, our new alumni, will maintain a continuing interest 
in the University and O.A.C. We say farewell to the 
graduates and, almost in the same breath, welcome the 
“new” students. Thirty-eight students enrolled in 
the B.Sc. (Agr.) program and began their first semester 
on April 19th.

Reference is made to the Alumni Bonspiel else
where in this issue. Asuccessful event such as this just 
doesn’t happen, but requires planning and effort. Our 
thanks to Joe Mooney and his committee.

It is a pleasure to join with their many friends and 
associates in extending best wishes to alumni who are 
retiring from present duties to accept other respons
ibilities. Bruce Hodgins, who has given so generously 
to alumni affairs will be associated with ARDA in the 
future. Bruce was recognized at a “Bruce Hodgins 
Night” on April 6th. This pleasant event was arranged 
by the Canadian Guernsey Breeders Association.

Professor Ross Cavers has retired as Chairman 
of the Department of Poultry Science to become editor 
of the Poultry Review. Well-deserved tributes were 
paid to Professor and Mrs. Cavers at a testimonial 
dinner held on April 26th.

Since last writing a note for the News, I have had 
an opportunity to participate in the program of the 
Niagara Branch of the O.I.A.-A.I.C., the Canadian 
Council on Rural Development, a Holstein-Friesian 
Night in Bruce County, and the Kleinburg Rotary Club. 
Early in May I have been invited to participate in a 
program sponsored by the Food and Agricultural 
Organization of the United Nations in Rome. The topic 
of agricultural education, particularly as it relates to 
the developing countries, will be discussed.

We are looking forward to Alumni Day on June 22nd. 
Already several Years, including the class of ’18, are 
planning a reunion. A highlight of the day will be the 
opening of the new Crop Science Building.

Kindest regards,

N.R. Richards
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ALUMNI WEEK END

June 21-23, 1968

REUNIONS - Saturday, June 22.

PROGRAM

10:00 a.m. Annual Meeting
12:30 p.m. Picnic Lunch on the campus

1:30 p.m. Sale of old O.A.C, Crockery 
2:30 p.m. Official opening of the New

Crop Science Building

Plan to Attend.

REUNIONS
The following year reunions are being planned for 

the summer of 1968.
Year ’23 - June 21-23 - Guelph Campus; ’33 - 

June 21-23 - Guelph Campus; ’38 - June 21-23 - 
Guelph Campus; ’43 - June 21-23 - Guelph Campus; 
’53 - August 9-11 - Guelph Campus; ’63- July 27-28 - 
Kitchener; ’63A - July 7 or 14 - Kitchener.

'23 HOLDING 45th. REUNION
From advance reports, the Year ’23 committee 

expects to have a record attendance back for Alumni 
Day on June 22nd of those who spent some or all of 
their college days as members of that large past- 
World War I class.

The “boys” will be bringing their wives and a 
pressing invitation is being extended to the widows of 
classmates who have passed on.

Accommodation has been reserved for Friday 
Night, a get-together on Saturday to chat over old 
times and their 45th Reunion dinner in Memorial Hall 
on Saturday evening.

CROP SCIENCE BUILDING
OPENING ON ALUMNI DAY

The new Crop Science building will be officially 
opened by Hon. W.A. Stewart, Ontario’s Minister of 
Agriculture and Food on Alumni Day, June 22nd, at 
2 p.m. It is expected that many prominent people in 
Ontario Agriculture will be present for this important 
event.

An opportunity will be given to tour the new building, 
which contains the most up-to-date facilities for re
search on the continent.

ALUMNI VICE-PRESIDENT HONOURED 
AT RECOGNITION NIGHT

Bruce Hodgins accepts honours at Guernsey banquet.

About 250 Guernsey breeders, and livestock men 
from all parts of Ontario gathered at the University of 
Guelph on April 6, 1968 to pay tribute to Bruce B. 
Hodgins, who has been secretary of the Ontario 
Guernsey Breeders Association from 1947 until 1956, 
as well as the Canadian Association since 1954. Mr. 
Hodgins recently resigned to take a position as Rural 
Development Officer with A.R.D.A, with headquarters 
at Markdale, Ontario.

The deep appreciation of Canadian Guernsey breed
ers for 20 years of devoted service was expressed by 
many of his colleagues, and gifts were presented to 
Bruce and Mrs. Hodgins.

Bruce was recently the recipient of a Canada 
Centennial medal in recognition of his contribution to 
the Canadian nation.

DIPLOMA GRADUATE HONOURED
Albert Taylor ’64A of Galt, Ontario was elected 

President of the Junior Farmers Association of Ontario 
at the Annual Conference held at Guelph on March 15- 
17.

While at the College, Mr. Taylor was an outstanding 
student, served as President of his year, and was 
prominent in student activities, such as College Royal.

Mr. Taylor is farming on the home farm near Galt.

O.A.C. PROFESSOR RECEIVES HONOUR
Dr. J.C. Rennie ’47 chairman of the O.A.C. De

partment of Animal Science has been appointed to the 
Board of Directors of the International Livestock 
Exposition in Chicago. He fills the position made vacant 
by the retirement of Prof. G.E. Raithby.Heis the only 
member of the board living outside the United States.

For many years, the relationship between the 
Ontario Agricultural College, and the International 
Livestock Exposition has been very close. The late 
Dr, G.I. Christie, a former President of the O.A.C., 
was an active director of the International for many 
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years, and played an important role in its early 
development. More recently, Professor Raithby, 
formerly Head of the Department of Animal Science at 
Guelph, served as a director from 1954 to the end of 
1967.

Dr. Rennie feels that livestock shows such as the 
International can continue to play a very important 
role in the livestock industry of the future, provided 
that a practical and realistic approach is followed. 

Livestock exhibitions can, and will, degenerate into 
nothing but hobby shows if they do not develop and 
maintain standards aimed at greater animal produc
tivity and efficiency, he states. This is the challenge 
facing livestock exhibitions today. If the proper direc
tion is given and followed then exhibitions such as the 
International will continue to set the pace in the live
stock industry in this continent, Dr. Rennie says.

COLLEGE ROYAL - 1968
"Focus Forward"

Grand champion Livestock showman, Bill Jackson (centre) Year *70 
O.A.C. of Mono Mills .Ontario Is congratulated by Prof. J.C. Rennie, 
Chairman of the Animal Science Department, and Elaine Kerr, 1968 
College Royal Queen. Miss Kerr is a daughter of Lawrence Kerr ’29 
of Chatham.

Official Party at the opening of College Royal 1968 included Dean 
N.R. Richards, President W.C. Winegard, Paul Hodgman, student 
president, Miss Elaine Kerr, College Royal Queen, and Hon. W.A. 
Stewart, Ontario Minister of Agriculture and Food.

The Royal Family. Elaine Kerr, College Royal Queen welcomes the 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Kerr’29 of Chatham, and Hon. W.A. 
Stewart, Minister of Agriculture and Food.

Mr. Grant Toole, (right) of Guelph, son of the late Prof. Wade Toole 
presents the Wade Toole Memorial Trophy for the prize winning club 
exhibit to Ian McGregor of Montreal and Barbara Hendricks of 
Vancouver.

Alf Walberg ’36 of the United Co-operatives of Ontario presents the 
award to the best all round showman at College Royal to Davis 
Meyers, of Prescott, Ontario of Year ’70 O.A.C.

Dr. Dick Waghorne ’40 faculty advisor to College Royal presents 
the President’s Cane to Paul Hodgman ’68 O.A.C. of Willowdale, 
Ontario, the president of the 1968 College Royal.



1968 BONSPIEL

The 1968 Alumni Bonspiel held on March 22 and 23 
was a rousing success, A late winter storm failed to 
dampen the enthusiasm of more than 240 graduates 
of the O.A.C. who gathered at their Alma Mater from 
near and far to renew acquaintances and enjoy the good 
old “Roarin’ Game” of curling.

Under the chairmanship of Joe Mooney ’37 the 
arrangements for the event were well carried out. 
The organization and recording of events was done by 
Prof. Ted McNinch, Secretary-Treasurer of the O.A.C. 
Alumni Association, who was the hardest working man 
at the Bonspiel and everyone agreed that he did a 
marvellous job. Prof. Bill Mitchell, and the University 
Physical Education Department were congratulated on 
the excellent condition of the ice. Fine facilities were 
provided for socialization, which constitutes a very 
important part of any bonspiel, and these excellent 
facilities were well used by the graduates throughout 
the two days.
WINNERS

The Dean Richards Trophy for the first event was 
won by a rink from Year ’49, consisting of Tom Lane, 
skip, Gary Johnston, vice skip, Bob Gage, second, and 
Keith Coilver, lead.

The runner-up in the first event and winners of 
Year ’51 trophy was a rink from Year ’56 consisting 
of Murray Woods, skip, Charlie Baldwin, vice skip, 
Ben McEwan, second, and Ken Graydon, lead.

Third place in the first event was won by a rink 
skipped by Arni Brown ’51. Colin Elliot’s year ’67 
rink captured fourth place.

The Year ’33 Trophy for social curling was won by 
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’68A, Bob Graham, skip, Larry Brown, vice skip, Bill 
Walker, second, and Dale Thompson, lead. The runner- 
up was Elgin Wolfe of Year ’61.

Clay Switzer’s rink from Year ’51 was the winner 
of the second event. The runner-up was Jan McAllister 
’55, with Fred Jerome ’32 and Jan Anderson ’55 in 
third and fourth place.

The third event was won by Henry Orr ’43. The 
runner-up was Ken Jessop ’58, George Robinson ’35 
was third, and Doug Watson ’41 fourth.

The fourth event was won by Ted McNinch’49 with 
Bill Currie ’59 as runner-up. Bob Moate, third and 
Henry Stanley fourth. Bob Black ’48 was the winner 
of the fifth event, Gordon McLeod ’50 was second, 
Felix McGughron third, and John Robertson fourth.

The winner of the consolation prize was Doug 
Rodenburg ’56, second Mac Inglis. Other consolation 
winners were Don Whillans ’50, Don Hill, Bruce 
Hodgins, Don Smith, Henry Brown, Orville Kennedy, 
Bob Strong and D. McRuer.

The Bonspiel closed with a banquet served in the 
cafeteria at the physical education building, at which 
the trophies and prizes were awarded.

Seated at the Head Table were J. Mooney, Chair
man of the Alumni Bonspiel Committee, Bruce Hodgins, 
1st Vice-President of the O.A.C. Alumni Association, 
Dean N.R, Richards, Prof. Bill Mitchell, Director of 
Athletics at the University, Gordon Nixon, Past- 
President of the University of Guelph Alumni Associ
ation, Prof, Clayton Switzer, presenting the Year ’51 
Trophy, Prof. Ted McNiqch, Secretary-Treasurer of 
the O.A.C. Alumni Association, Dr. Bert Matthews, 
Vice-President in charge of academics at the Uni
versity, John Babcock, Director of Alumni Affairs, 
University of Guelph, Alf Walberg, in charge of prizes, 
and John Pawley presenting the Year’33 Trophy.

Members of Year '56 were the winners of the 
Year ’51 Trophy, presented by Dr. C.M. 
Switzer ’51. From the left, Dr. Switzer, 
Murray Woods, skip, Ben McEwan, Ken Gray
don, and Charlie Baldwin.

The Dean’s Trophy was won by members of 
Year ’49, Shown in the photo are, from the left 
Gary Johnston, Bob Gage, Tom Lane, skip, and 
Dean N.R, Richards, presenting the trophy. 
Keith Collver was not present when the photo 
was taken.

Year ’33 Trophy was awarded to members of 
’68A and was presented by W.W. Pawley ’33 
left. The members of the rink are Bob 
Graham, skip, Larry Brown, Bill Walker, and 
Dale Thompson.

John Moles '36 and Hamish MacLeod ’37 
share a joke during a lull in the curling.

Don Slinger ’50, John Moles ’36, and Don 
Moffatt ’46 make a momentous decision.

Dean Richards, and Gordon Nixon, past presi
dent of the University of Guelph Alumni As
sociation, relax after a hard day’s work.
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GRADUATE WINS N.A.T.O.
FELLOWSHIP

Terry Daynard ’64 a post graduate student in the 
Department of Crop Science has been awarded a 
$6,000.00 N.A.T.O. Science Fellowship by the National 
Research Council of Canada.

Mr. Daynard will receive his doctorate at the fall 
convocation of the University in the study of the physi
ological aspects of population tolerance in corn.

As an undergraduate, Terry was an outstanding 
student and served as president of the College Royal 
in his final year. He has received N.R.C. scholarships 
throughout his post graduate course.

NEW APPOINTMENTS
Dr. E.A. Beauchamp has been appointed assistant 

professor in the Department of Soil Science. He will 
be teaching graduate students, and will be doing re
search in soil fertility and plant nutrition. A graduate 
of Macdonald College and Cornell University, he has 
been with the Canada Department of Agriculture Re
search Station at St. Jean, Quebec.

Dr. L.N. Gibbins - Assistant Professor of Micro
biology. He will be responsible for teaching and re
search in the Department. A graduate of the University 
of Birmingham, England, he comes from New Zealand.

AWARDS PRESENTATION

The Dale Jackson Award, presented by Mr. and Mrs, George T. 
Jackson ’25 of Ottawa in memory of their son Dale was presented 
to John Core ofYear’70 O.A.C., who was Judged the most creditable 
representative of his year. Dr. W. A. Young, editor of O.A.C. Alumni 
News made the presentation.

R.J. Freure, ’58 presents the O.A.C. ’58 Students Administrative 
Council Gold Medal to Donald Beam ’68 O.A.C. The medal is 
presented for outstanding service to the University Union Council 
during the year.

PLANNED HOTEL AND FOOD 
ADMINISTRATION DEGREE PROGRAM 

AT UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH
The University plans to start a four-year honors 

degree program in Hotel and Food Administration, 
to begin in September, 1969, although according to 
President W.C. Winegard, the start of the program is 
conditional on the Hospitality Industry’s providing the 
initial finances to get such a program underway.

The program is geared to provide qualified manage
ment personnel and the Universityof Guelph is especi
ally capable of offering such training. Research in food 
science and the current teaching program in food 
management, have given an established reputation to 
the University.

The propsed curriculum will include basic courses 
in Chemistry, Sociology, Microbiology, Economics, 
and other courses in the humanities, social sciences 
and natural sciences required of all science students.

The admission requirements for the course will be 
the same as for other undergraduate programs at the 
University. Staff provided by the University for the 
program will include a Director and six faculty 
members.

CORRECTION
W.R. Code ’40 is officer in charge, Plant Protec

tion Division, Canada Department of Agriculture, 
Windsor.

E.H. Peters ’46 is officer in charge, Plant Pro
tection Division, Canada Department of Agriculture, 
Ottawa.

To destroy the Western tradition of independent 
thought it is not necessary to burn the books. All we 
have to do is to leave them unread for a couple of 
generations.

—Robert M. Hutchins
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’20 Ernest L. Eaton has recently retired from the 

staff of Kentville (N.S.) Experimental Farm and 
is now chairman of the Wellington Dyke Marsh 
Body.

’25 George T. Jackson has retired as assistant 
Deputy Minister of Public Works, Ottawa.

’26 J. E.D. Whitmore has retired from the Canadian 
Seed Growers Association, and lives in Ottawa.

’36 R.J. Boyd is salesman (real estate) with Canada 
Permanent Trust Company in Toronto.

’38 J.C. Paddon is district supervisor for the Fed
eral Plant Protection service for British Colum
bia, at Vancouver, B.C.

H. Irving is principle of the high school at 
Athens, Quebec.

Grey Armys is District Supervisor for Ontario, 
Plant Protection Service, Toronto.

’39 R.W. Pawley is Director-General of Veterans 
Land Administration at Ottawa.

’40 J. W. Black is plant manager for Crane Canada 
Ltd. at Brantford, Ontario.

’41 J.H. Russ is head of the science department at 
Pickering District High School, Pickering, Ont.

’46 C. E. Koehn is officer in charge for the Federal 
Plant Protection Service at Hamilton.

’49 J.R. Murray is head of the science department at 
Midland District High School.

’50 C.B. Miller is Vice Principal at the Leamington 
District High School.

Dr. K.R. Farrell is Director of Marketing 
Economics Division, Economic Research Ser
vice, U.S.D.A. - Washington, D.C.

’55 W.R. Luckham is Poultry Extensionspecialist at 
the Virginia Polytechnical Institute, at Blacks
burg, Virginia.

Stuart Alexander is district sales manager with 
Upjohn Company of Canada at Hamilton, Ontario.

’56 C. Kuyper is assistant Director of Agricultural 
Research with Libby McNeil, and Libby in 
Chicago, Illinois.

’57 Lorne L. Hill is assistant professor of Biology 
at Algoma College, Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

’58 Harold Dodds is Associate Editor of “The 
Country Guide” at Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Duncan Campbell is manager of the Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce in Winnipeg.

W.T. Brock is on loan from the Toronto Dominion 
Bank to the Midland and International Banks, 
London, England.

’59 M.R. Leach is science teacher at the Peter
borough High School.

’60 J.C. Corey is Research Physicist with E.I. du 
Pont de Nemours & Co., Arken, South Carolina.

A.S. Ansell is Resources Manager with the De
partment of Energy and Resources atKemptville, 
Ontario.

’61 R.J. Pilfrey is teaching at the Iroquois Falls, 
Ontario High School.

W.J. Longley is lecturer at the Dalhousie Uni
versity School of Medicine, Halifax, N.S.

Rev. W.J.D. Lewis is pastor of Stanley Park 
Baptist Church, Kitchener, Ontario.

Mrs. L. J. Banbury (Sarah Bladen) is the librarian 
in the Kitchener Public Library.

’62 J. J. Hogan is chief, Farm Buildings and Machin
ery Division, Quebec Department of Agriculture 
in Quebec City.

’63 E.D. Whalen is research scientist at the Federal 
Research Station at Morden, Man.

C. Krose is teaching at the Orangeville District 
High School, Orangeville, Ontario.

J. Richard Spry has been appointed Assistant 
Agricultural Representative for Lambton 
County.

G.H. Jansen is teaching high school at St. 
Thomas, Ontario.

W.C. Armbrust is a science teacher in the high 
school at Niagara-On-The-Lake, Ontario.

’65 D.P.J. Stainton is manpower counsellor for 
Canada Manpower at Oshawa, Ontario.

Hugh J. Scott is farming at Cromarty, Ontario.

’66 W. E. MacGillvray is teaching at the Glengarry 
District High School at Alexandria, Ontario.

John D. Dunford has been appointed Assistant 
Agricultural Representative for Halton and Peel 
Counties.

’67 L.G. Ritchie is Soils and Crops Fieldman for 
the O.D.A.F. at Kemptville, Ont.
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H.W. Bates is microbiologist with T.G. Bright Department of Trade and Commerce, and Scott ’66 
and Co. Ltd., Niagara Falls. is taking graduate studies at O.A.C,

*68 Bruce Hart has been appointed Assistant Agri
cultural Representative for Lennox, Addington, Others - Wendell McMullan *49; H.W. Jamieson ’22;
Prince Edward Counties. R.H. Sibbit *41; F.C. Hart *07; E.S. Archibald *08;

G.B. Hood ’20; W.A. McKenzie ’23; R.H. Ozburn ’24;
Kenneth W. Wilson has been appointed Assistant D. MacKenzie ’31; N.M.H, Gordon ’38; E.C. Drury’00;
Agricultural Representative for Ontario County. J.S. Logan ’16A; D.E. Walker ’63A.

ASSOCIATES

’56A A.F. Johnson is General Manager with Gordon A. 
Hutchinson Ltd., Realtors, Brampton, Ont.

’59A C.J. Colbert is resident farm technician at 
John Labatt Research Farm at Putnam, Ont.

M.R. Armstrong is salesman with Economics 
Laboratory Ltd. at Kitchener, Ont.

’63A J.C. Ferguson is a lab. technician at the Ontario 
Veterinary College, Guelph.

R.E. Lamont is assistant farm manager at the 
Semongok Research Centre, Sarawak, Malaysia.

’64A Ronald A. MacEachern is a salesman with Elanco 
at Red Deer, Alta.

’68A Alan N. Orr has been appointed Extension As
sistant in Middlesex County.

DEATHS

Donald F. Hassard ’36 of Fort William, Ontario 
suffered a fatal heart attack in March. Don was 
business administrator for the City Board of Education 
since 1958, and prominent in civic activities at the 
Lakehead for many years. He was recently awarded 
the Canada Centennial medal for his work in the field 
of education and welfare, having been past president 
of the Ontario School Trustees Council, past president 
of the Fort William Childrens Aid Society, and a 
member of the Lakehead University Board of Gov
ernors.

As the Chairman of the Fort William Board of 
Education stated, “His imprint has been left on our 
community”,

Gordon Bethwick ’23 passed away in Ottawa on 
February 14, 1968.

George B. Hood ’20 died recently in Toronto. He 
was for many years livestock editor of the Canadian 
Countryman, and continued in that position when the 
Countryman was absorbed by the Farmers Advocate.

Grant Campbell ’28 of Moffatt, Ontario died on 
March 23, 1968. He was prominent in livestock circles, 
and a well known shorthorn breeder. His three sons 
are all distinguished graduates of O.A.C. Duncan *58 
is manager of the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 
in Winnipeg, Manitoba; Douglas ’60 is with the Canada

MISSING PERSONS

The following graduates are listed in our records as 
‘ ‘unknown”. We would appreciate having information as 
to their location. Write the Editor of Alumni News.

’21 J.E. Christensen; ’37 R. Clapperton, ’61 A.D. 
Claremont; ’63 F.W. Clark; ’65 T.E. Clarke; ’65 L. 
Claus; ’47 Mrs. T.B. Cleland, ’09 E.F. Coke; ’59 
S.L. Cooper; ’66 V.R.C. Corbett; ’22 F.B. Cotsworth; 
’61 J.G. Coukell; ’60 R.R, Coutts; ’27 W.C. Cox; 
’41 L.H. Crawford; ’49 G.B. Crober; ’64 J. Cserc- 
sics; ’38 R.G. Currie; ’36 H.R. Davidson; ’39 F.J. 
Davis; ’65 J.W. Davis; ’57 F.H. Dean; ’40 T.P.G.G. 
De Bloeme; ’61 R.E. Dechman; ’59 A.M. de Hueck.

O.A.C. GRADUATES AT TORONTO 
LITERATURE CLUB

A.G. Clarry ’22, is president of the Canadian 
Literature Club of Toronto. At the midwinter meeting 
of the Club he had three former members of the 
O.A.C. staff on the programme! T. Linsey Crossley 
described the background ofhispoemSix Farms, prize 
winner in a Canadian Authors’ Association Competi
tion and the poem was read. Dr. G.E. Reaman, author 
of many books, told something of difficulties in finding 
publishers - a subject which obviously interested and 
amused the audience. H.C. Mason ’20, (introduced as 
“a journalist among the Jerseys”) read several poems 
from his book of verse Three Things Only and told how 
they came to be written. By courtesy of Mr. Clarry 
each Club member received a copy of the book.

STUDENTS SIT ON UNIVERSITY SENATE
Five undergraduate and one post graduate students 

are now members of the senate of the University of 
Guelph.

The Senate is the body in which academic policy 
matters are decided in the University. It approves 
courses of study, sets qualifications for degrees, 
conducts examinations, and deals with other matters 
related to the academic life of the University.

This marks the first time that students have had 
the opportunity of election to the University of Guelph 
Senate.
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