
WOMEN’S 
RIGHT TO VOTE 
IN CANADA
OVERVIEW
Women’s right to vote took place incrementally across a period of 
nearly 100 years. While many women were able to vote starting in 
1916, this right did not extend to all women in Canada until 2002. In 
1916, Manitoba became the first province where women won the right 
to vote as well as hold provincial office, followed by Saskatchewan 
and Alberta in the same year. 1918 is often recognized as THE year 
which women over the age of 21 were granted the right to vote in 
federal elections. In practice this was not entirely true because 
Chinese, Japanese, and South Asian women (and men) as well as 
Indigenous women (and men) were still barred from freely voting until 
1948 and between 1950 (for Inuit) and 1960 (for First Nations), 
respectively. Finally all incarcerated women (and men) were not 
granted the right to vote in provincial or federal elections until 2002.

WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THE FIGHT FOR 
THIS ACHIEVEMENT? 

Many women across Canada contributed to the fight for women’s 
suffrage. In particular,  Emily Stowe (Canada’s first female physician who 
moved to Toronto in the early 1870s) is credited as a key activist in the 

fight for women’s right to vote. In addition to being credited with fighting 
for the admittance of women to the University of Toronto, she also 

founded the Toronto Women’s Literary Club in 1876-77. Once enough 
support had been mustered, the club morphed into Toronto Women’s 

Suffrage Association in 1883 and then Dominion Women’s 
Enfranchisement Association in 1888. The work of this group both 

inspired other suffrage activists around the country and made way the 
first concession toward woman’s right to vote, which provided some 

women (according to marital status and property ownership) the right to 
vote starting in 1822. Soon after, other Women’s Suffrage Associations 
began to take form, leading to the wave women’s provincial and federal 

enfranchisement in the first half of the 20th century.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS 
ACHIEVEMENT?

While women’s right to vote may seem to younger generations today as a 
given, this achievement was a very major accomplishment of the 20th

century  in the fight for gender equality and human rights in the Canadian 
context. Women’s right to vote paved the way for women’s participation in 

politics and granted women much increased agency in determining matters 
important to them and to the wellbeing of society and all Canadians.

WHAT DOES THIS ACHIEVEMENT LOOK LIKE 
TODAY?

While all Canadian women now enjoy the right to vote, it is not the case 
hat all women in Canada are able to exercise this right equally. Certain 
populations in Canada, particularly Indigenous women (and men) still 

ace barriers to exercising their vote, stemming for racist and/or colonial 
norms and institutions. Further, other women such as those who are 
visible minorities or newcomers, may encounter barriers to exercising 

their vote in Canadian communities. 
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1. https://lop.parl.ca/sites/ParlInfo/default/en_CA/ElectionsRidings/womenVote
2. https://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=his&document=chap2&lang=e
3. https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-votes-2019-voting-incarcerated-house-arrest-1.5285711
4. https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/suffrage
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ABOUT THIS PROJECT
This project aims to present significant achievements for women over the last 100 
years. It was developed specifically as a poster series to be displayed at 
International Women’s Day events in Guelph, ON. 

CELEBRATING WOMEN

https://lop.parl.ca/sites/ParlInfo/default/en_CA/ElectionsRidings/womenVote
https://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=his&document=chap2&lang=e
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canada-votes-2019-voting-incarcerated-house-arrest-1.5285711
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/suffrage

	IWD Posters_CP_Varsha
	IWD Posters_CZ_Varsha_BW
	IWD_Posters_Cont_Abor_FEEPA_Varsha_BW
	IWD_Posters_PEA_MDA_CCRF_Varsha_BW



