
THE PERSONS 
CASE (1929)

OVERVIEW
The Persons Case (Edwards v. A.G. of Canada) in 1929 was 
the constitutional ruling that allowed women to be appointed to 
the Senate. In doing so, the Persons case also overruled the 
1928 Supreme Court finding that women were not persons 
according to the British North America Act. In turn, this ruling 
which officially recognized women as “persons” meant that 
women could no longer be denied any other rights based on 
narrow understanding and constructions of the law.

WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THE FIGHT FOR 
THIS ACHIEVEMENT? 

The fight to have women considered persons within the British 
North America (BNA) Act was championed by a group of 

prominent female activists referred to as the Famous Five: Emily 
Murphy, Nellie McClung, Irene Parlby, Louise McKinney, and 
Henrietta Muir. They devised the petition in the home of Emily 
Murphy, in Edmonton in August 1927. In 1928, the Supreme 

Court ruled unanimously that women should not be considered 
persons under section 24 of the BNA Act. Refusing to accept 

this decision, the Famous Five appealed to the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council in London. The Privy Council 

ultimately reversed the decision made by the Supreme Court of 
Canada on October 18, 1929, in turn allowing women to be 

eligible to become members of the Senate of Canada. 

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS 
ACHIEVEMENT?

The first female member of the Senate was Cairine Wilson, sworn in 
on February 15th, 1930. Not only did the famous ruling allow for her 

appointment and the appointment of many influential women to 
follow, but it also allowed for greater spotlight on and dedication to 

issues of women’s rights and wellbeing through female 
representation in the Senate in addition to the House of Commons. 

 

WHAT DOES THIS ACHIEVEMENT LOOK LIKE 
TODAY?

Currently, more women are represented on the Canadian Senate 
than ever, with women comprising over 40% of Senators. 
Additionally, Canada has seen growth in representation of 

indigenous populations and visible minorities in the Senate, 
accounting for just over 5% and 13% of the Senate respectively, as 

of 2016. 

1. https://sencanada.ca/en/sencaplus/how-why/why-the-persons-case-matters/
2. https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/persons-case
3. https://www.britannica.com/event/Persons-Case
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