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OVERVIEW
In the early 1960s, many groups began pressuring the 
Government of Canada to de-criminalize abortion. These 
groups included legal and medical professionals, women’s 
and social justice groups, and the Humanist Fellowship of 
Montreal run by Dr. Henry Morgentaler1.

WHAT WAS THE NATURE OF THE FIGHT FOR THIS 
ACHIEVEMENT? 

In 1969, the government agreed to legalize abortion within the first 
12 weeks of pregnancy if the Therapeutic Abortion Committee 
deemed the abortion necessary for the woman’s health1. In the 

1970s, Dr. Morgentaler opened his own abortion clinic in Montreal 
which did not follow these guidelines, and therefore he went through 

several legal trials1. Ultimately, Dr. Morgentaler and his colleagues 
appealed to the Supreme Court of Canada, and in 1988, it was 

decided that the abortion laws conflicted with the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms1.

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS 
ACHIEVEMENT?

Similar to the legalization of contraception, access to abortion is a 
part of comprehensive health care. It provides women with control 
ver family planning, bodily autonomy, and reproductive rights. The 
legalization of abortion was also significant for men, as it provides 

them with greater control over family planning as well.

o

WHAT DOES THIS ACHIEVEMENT LOOK LIKE TODAY?
Today, all hospital abortions are funded by the government, and provincial governments are mandated to fund clinics, but two provinces 

refuse to do so1. Additionally, abortion is still difficult to access for many people, especially in rural and northern areas of Canada. Currently, 
there are no clinics in Nova Scotia or Saskatchewan, and Prince Edward Island opened its first clinic in 20171. The clinics that exist are 

often crowded by protesters, creating a harsh and judgmental environment for those accessing services1.

1. Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada. (2017). The history of abortion in Canada. https://www.arcc-cdac.ca/postionpapers/60-History-Abortion-Canada.pdf
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ABOUT THIS PROJECT
This project aims to present significant achievements for women over the last 100 
years. It was developed specifically as a poster series to be displayed at 
International Women’s Day events in Guelph, ON. 
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