
 

 

Muck Crops Research Station Agriphone 2019 
Highlights for 20 August  
- The Muck Crops Research Station Grower Field Day highlighting our research and variety trials will 

be on Thursday, September 5 from 8:30 am – 4 pm, with coffee and donuts compliments of Stokes 
Seed (Bridget Visser) and lunch compliments of Clifton Seed (John Clifton and Mark Upton). An 
invitation is attached to this e-mail 

- In almost all onion fields lodging has started 
- Some early carrot harvest has also started 

Disease Forecasting Highlight: 
BOTCAST 
(Botrytis leaf 
blight) 

DOWNCAST 
(Onion downy 
mildew) 

BSP Cast 
(Stemphylium 
leaf blight) 

White Rot 
on onions 

Sclerotinia 
(White Mold) 
on Carrot 

TOMCAST 
(General 
conditions for 
disease) 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce 
downy 
mildew) 

LOW RISK LOW RISK HIGH RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK MODERATE 
RISK 

HIGH RISK 

Onion Update: 
Onions are lodging all over the marsh. Remember to apply Royal MH to onions headed to storage while 
the leaves are still green to ensure the bulbs can uptake enough of the anti-sprouting product. There are 
a lot of yellowed tips around the marsh, in part this is stemphylium but pink root is playing a much larger 
role this year than normal, and the season is also nearing the end. 
The past few days have been ideal conditions for stemphylium, with long periods of leaf wetness. 
Rotating group 7s (Luna Tranquility, Aprovia, Sercadis) with Quadris Top, ensuring never to apply two 
group 7 products after each other is the best management program we have for stemphylium. 
Typically once fields are fully lodged, we don’t recommend additional pesticide applications as it’s 
difficult to get an economic value for the application when the leaves start dying. 

Carrot Update: 
Overall, there isn’t any high risk issues in carrots right now. Leaf blights and aster yellows are present, 
but in no greater numbers than the past week or two. Canopies are closing, but the soil is still relatively 
dry meaning Sclerotinia/white mold is not a high risk. We should be at around the end of the 2nd rust fly 
generation, and it has been very sporadic this year. 

Celery Update:  
Blackheart and leaf curl has been seen in the marsh. Calcium deficiency causes blackheart, and leaf curl 
can be managed with Quadris Flowable or Switch. Some tarnished plant bug damage has been seen; 
Orthene and Matador 120EC are registered if they are an issue in your field. 



 

 

Disease Forecasting: 
Disease model Cumulative DSI Change  Comments 
BOTCAST (Botrytis leaf blight) 92 +8 No inoculum in marsh, low 

risk 
DOWNCAST (Onion downy 
mildew) 

1 sporulation-
infection period 

Little activity Need 3 sporulation-
infection periods for risk, 
fog has been disappating 
too quickly and rainfall 
prevents downy mildew 

BSPCast 
(Stemphylium leaf blight) 

Favourable 
conditions on 4/4 
days 

Much increased 
activity 

High risk, leaf wetness has 
allowed greater 
stemphylium activity 

White Rot on Onions 0 Activity ceased Soil too warm 
Sclerotinia (White Mold) on 
Carrot 

0 No activity Soil too dry for white mold 

TOMCAST 
(General conditions for 
disease) 

126 +8 High activity, wet leaves 
allow for leaf blights to 
develop 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce downy mildew) 

Sporulation-
infection periods 
on 3/4 days 

Increased 
activity 

High risk of lettuce downy 
mildew 

 

Daily Weather and Soil Temperatures: 
Date (August 2019) Max temperature Min temperature Rain (mm) 

16 26.3 12.5 0.0 
17 28.2 13.9 9.8 
18 29.1 15.2 3.4 
19 27.9 13.7 0.6 

Soil Temperature (°C): 5cm: 23.4 10cm: 25.5  20 cm: 23.7 

 

Any questions or comments? Please call Zach Telfer or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 
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