
 

 

Muck Crops Research Station Agriphone 2019 

Highlights for 19 July 
- Early onion transplants have really started to lodge 

- Thrips are still very low, but have increased slightly 

- Second generation of carrot rust fly and onion maggot are starting soon 

Disease Forecasting Highlight: 
BOTCAST 
(Botrytis leaf 
blight) 

DOWNCAST 
(Onion downy 
mildew) 

BSP Cast 
(Stemphylium 
leaf blight) 

White Rot 
on onions 

Sclerotinia 
(White Mold) 
on Carrot 

TOMCAST 
(General 
conditions for 
disease) 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce 
downy 
mildew) 

LOW RISK LOW RISK MODERATE 
RISK 

LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK 

Onion Update: 
Thrip counts are still quite low across the marsh, not surpassing threshold even when only looking at the 

border plants. For most fields, waiting until next week should be okay for thrips control to get the full 

value of the first application, especially if we get the storms and rain forecasted today to knock them 

back a bit. Some of the early onion transplants might get away with no thrips applications at all as some 

fields are starting to go down. Starting our thrip control with Movento can give us a long period of initial 

control. Remember it’s important to add a surfactant to Movento to get the product down into the plant 

where the thrips live. Higher water volumes are also helpful for thrips control. Stemphylium infection 

appears to be limited by leaf wetness currently, so risk is likely higher after irrigation. Keep up with the 

Luna Tranquility – Quadris Top rotation. Aprovia and Sercadis are also available for Stemphylium 

control, but Luna Tranquility, Aprovia, and Sercadis all contain a group 7 and none of the products 

should be applied directly after one another. Group 7s seem to have the best Stemphylium activity and 

it is really important to keep up good resistance management practices for Stemphylium. 

Carrot Update: 
Overall, carrots are doing pretty well. Leafhopper counts are still low, despite some aster yellows 

already appearing. Rust fly counts are expected to go up over the next couple weeks, but as the 

infestations are really local and sporadic, scouting and trapping is really integral to determine if a spray 

is needed. 

Celery Update:  
With the heat, celery is growing as long as water is around. Since plants are growing quickly, be mindful 

of keeping up with micronutrients. Calcium is particularly important to prevent blackheart. 



 

 

Disease Forecasting: 
Disease model Cumulative DSI Change  Comments 

BOTCAST (Botrytis leaf blight) 83 +5 Low risk – no inoculum 
present in marsh 

DOWNCAST (Onion downy 
mildew) 

No sporulation-
infection periods 

0 Low risk 

BSPCast 
(Stemphylium leaf blight) 

1 of 3 days with 
favourable 
weather 

Minimal activity Leaf wetness is limiting 
Stemphylium, high temps 
are drying up leaves quickly 

White Rot on Onions 0  Soil too warm for 
development 

Sclerotinia (White Mold) on 
Carrot 

0  No risk until canopy closes 

TOMCAST 
(General disease favourability)  

71 +10 Generally good conditions 
for leaf blights 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce downy mildew) 

No sporulation-
infection periods 

  

 

Daily Weather and Soil Temperatures: 
Date (July 2019) Max temperature Min temperature Rain (mm) 

16 31.8 18.1 2.6 

17 29.7 18.9 0 

18 30.4 17.4 0 

Soil Temperature (°C): 5cm: 22.2 

 

Any questions or comments? Please call Zach Telfer or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 


