
 

 

Muck Crops Research Station Agriphone 2019 
Highlights for 16 July 
- Some of the earliest transplants have just begun laying down but in very low numbers 
- Thrips in onions are still at dramatically low numbers 
- Weed control has generally been the toughest issue 

Disease Forecasting Highlight: 
BOTCAST 
(Botrytis leaf 
blight) 

DOWNCAST 
(Onion downy 
mildew) 

BSP Cast 
(Stemphylium 
leaf blight) 

White Rot 
on onions 

Sclerotinia 
(White Mold) 
on Carrot 

TOMCAST 
(General 
conditions for 
leaf diseases) 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce 
downy 
mildew) 

LOW RISK LOW RISK HIGH RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK MEDIUM RISK LOW RISK 

Onion Update: 
Onion maggot damage was higher than expected in many fields this year, although it appears as if we’ve 
seen the full development of the first generation maggot at this point. We still have seen no fields with 
enough onion thrips to justify any applications. Typically, Movento is a good product to start for thrips 
control as it can provide some longer term control to start to manage the population, but to get the full 
value of this longer control thrips need to be present. The weather, hot days combined with long 
periods of wet leaves, is ideal for stemphylium to develop. Luna Tranquility rotated with Quadris Top 
has still shown the best control for stemphylium. A good rotation is really integral to managing 
stemphylium, particularly for the years to come as well. Luna Tranquility is a group 7 which really relies 
on a good rotation management. The other products available for stemphylium, Aprovia and Sercadis, 
are also group 7s so do not use them as a rotation partner for Luna Tranquility. 

Carrot Update: 
Good canopy coverage is starting to develop in a lot of carrot fields at this point. While aster yellows 
have been seen, leafhopper counts are really low and aster yellows have only been seen in one location. 
Weeds are really the most critical pest at this point in the season, with many fields being handweeded 
throughout the marsh. 

Celery Update:  
Just as the weather is ideal for stemphylium, the same weather conditions are good for celery leaf curl 
to develop. It has been seen in the marsh, although no field really has an outbreak yet. Quadris and 
Switch are registered for leaf curl, and from trials at the Research Station we’ve seen that if you apply 
Flint for early or late blight you’ll also get some protection from leaf curl. 



 

 

Disease Forecasting: 
Disease model Cumulative DSI Change  Comments 
BOTCAST (Botrytis leaf blight) 78 +7 Little risk as no inoculum is 

present 
DOWNCAST (Onion downy 
mildew) 

No sporulation-
infection periods 

No activity Very low risk 

BSPCast 
(Stemphylium leaf blight) 

High risk on 4 of 4 
previous days 

Greatly 
increased risk 

Weather is extremely 
favourable to stemphylium 
development 

White Rot on Onions 0 0 No risk of new white rot 
development 

Sclerotinia (White Mold) on 
Carrot 

0 0 No risk until carrot canopy 
closes 

TOMCAST 
(General conditions for 
disease) 

63 +11 Conditions generally 
favourable 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce downy mildew) 

1 sporulation-
infection period 

Some activity Risk is low 

 

Daily Weather and Soil Temperatures: 
Date (July 2019) Max temperature Min temperature Rain (mm) 

12 24.9 14.3 0.0 
13 29.6 13.8 4.2 
14 26.3 13.4 0.0 
15 28.8 9.1 0.0 

Soil Temperature (°C): 5cm:23.4  10cm: 25.3  20 cm:23.4 

 

Any questions or comments? Please call Zach Telfer or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 
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