
 

 

Muck Crops Research Station Agriphone 2019 
Highlights for 12 July 
- Stemphylium is really starting to pick up through the marsh 
- Thrips are still barely present, even in transplant onions 
- Leafhoppers are present in carrots, but at very low numbers with no aster yellows seen 
- Irrigation has been picking up in the marsh in all crops 
- If you signed up for the Michigan Young Vegetable Growers Bus Trip through Dennis Van Dyk, this is 

a reminder that the event is next week (July 17-18) 

Disease Forecasting Highlight: 
BOTCAST 
(Botrytis leaf 
blight) 

DOWNCAST 
(Onion downy 
mildew) 

BSP Cast 
(Stemphylium 
leaf blight) 

White Rot 
on onions 

Sclerotinia 
(White Mold) 
on Carrot 

TOMCAST 
(General 
conditions for 
disease) 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce 
downy 
mildew) 

LOW RISK LOW RISK HIGH RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK 
 

Onion Update: 
Stemphylium is, in very low amounts, all over the marsh. In general, it has been contained with only the 
odd plant and the odd leaf infected, but with it only being 12 July ensuring fields are protected is key. 
Control relies on rotating group 7 products (Luna Tranquility, Sercadis, Aprovia, although Luna 
Tranquility also has a group 9) with Quadris Top. Rotation is important as we don’t see complete control 
from any product, so ensuring we manage resistance development is key for the long-term fight against 
stemphylium. Transplants are worse off than seed this year, with some seeded fields still looking clean. 
We’re still waiting for thrips to really make their presence in the marsh. The odd plant has a thrip in 
scouted fields, but you really want to ensure thrips are actually developing in the field before you start 
with Movento. It provides a longer lasting control, so applying too early means you’re paying to protect 
a crop that doesn’t need protection and losing out on that long residual control. 

Carrot Update: 
Carrots are looking generally good. We’ve seen a little bit of carrot death from weevil, but very low 
amounts. Rust fly counts are low across the marsh lately, and we don’t expect significant adult numbers 
for about 2 weeks or so based on forecasting. Leafhoppers are present in the marsh, but at really really 
low numbers. However, a couple plants with symptoms of aster yellows have been seen so it’s 
important to keep an eye out. Sivanto Prime, Actara 25WG and Sevin XLR are registered for leafhopper 
control. 



 

 

Celery Update:  
A few early celery fields are being harvested at this point. Overall, there have been few issues in celery 
so far, with insect pressure being very low in celery fields and celery leaf curl being the only notable 
disease, although it is not common in fields. Switch and Quadris Flowable are registered for leaf curl 
control. 

Disease Forecasting: 
Disease model Cumulative DSI Change  Comments 
BOTCAST (Botrytis leaf blight) 71 +4 Little risk as no inoculum is 

present 
DOWNCAST (Onion downy 
mildew) 

No sporulation-
infection periods 

Little activity Very low risk 

BSPCast 
(Stemphylium leaf blight) 

2/3 days with high 
risk 

Increased 
activity 

High risk of stemphylium, 
weather conditions have 
been ideal 

White Rot on Onions 0 0 No risk of new white rot 
development 

Sclerotinia (White Mold) on 
Carrot 

0 0 No risk until carrot canopy 
closes 

TOMCAST 
(General conditions for 
disease) 

52 +6 Conditions have been 
favourable for disease 
development 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce downy mildew) 

No sporulation-
infection periods 

Little activity Very low risk of disease 

 

Daily Weather and Soil Temperatures: 
Date (July 2019) Max temperature Min temperature Rain (mm) 

9 29.2 10.7 0.0 
10 31.4 10.9 0.4 
11 30.9 15.9 1.8 

Soil Temperature (°C): 5cm: 24.5 10cm: 25.0 20 cm: 24.4 

 

Any questions or comments? Please call Zach Telfer or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 
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