
 

 

Muck Crops Research Station Agriphone 2019 
Highlights July 5 
- Stemphylium is being found frequently throughout the marsh 
- White rot is established in some onion fields, but new infections should be stopped now 
- Carrot weevil egg laying has greatly slowed, activity is about done for first generation 
- Celery leaf curl is around, hot weather can allow it to spread quickly 

Disease Forecasting Highlight: 
BOTCAST 
(Botrytis leaf 
blight) 

DOWNCAST 
(Onion downy 
mildew) 

BSP Cast 
(Stemphylium 
leaf blight) 

White Rot 
on onions 

Sclerotinia 
(White Mold) 
on Carrot 

TOMCAST 
(General 
conditions for 
disease) 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce 
downy 
mildew) 

LOW RISK LOW RISK MODERATE 
RISK 

LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK 

Onion Update: 
Stemphylium is the #1 issue being seen in onion fields. Rotating Luna Tranquility and Quadris Top has 
been the best recommended practice, although Aprovia and Sercadis are now available. Luna 
Tranquility, Aprovia, and Sercadis all use a group 7 fungicide which requires a good rotation. Do not 
apply two group 7 fungicides sequentially; this helps ensure the efficacy of this group for stemphylium 
for all growers in the marsh. 
We’ve seen quite a few outbreaks of white rot in the marsh. The soil temperatures have finally climbed 
to the point where white rot shouldn’t be able to grow in the soil anymore, however current infections 
likely won’t be cured. 
Thrips have been seen, but in very very low numbers, nowhere near the point where sprays are needed 
yet. By waiting until there is a reasonable thrip presence in your field, you can get the full value out of 
Movento and potentially save on needing a couple more sprays to manage the thrips over the season. 

Carrot Update: 
Weevil egg laying on station has slowed a lot. We’ve passed the 90% egg laying threshold and our field 
observations seem to confirm that. After this threshold, we really don’t recommend more applications 
against weevil as so few eggs will be laid that the products cost more money than the damage could 
cost. 
We also have seen some leaf blights start to develop in very small frequency in the marsh. We don’t 
recommend fungicide applications to manage leaf blights until 25% of plants are infected. 

 



 

 

Celery Update:  
We continue to find leaf curl popping up in a few fields. So far, no field has an infestation, just an 
infected plant here or there. The hot weather has been a little harsh on the newer transplants, with lots 
of irrigation going on in celery. 

Disease Forecasting: 
Disease model Cumulative DSI Change  Comments 
BOTCAST (Botrytis leaf blight) 62 +3 No botrytis seen, risk is low 
DOWNCAST (Onion downy 
mildew) 

No sporulation-
infection periods 

No activity Weather not conducive to 
downy mildew, risk is low 

BSPCast 
(Stemphylium leaf blight) 

3 days of 
favourable 
weather conditions 

Moderate 
activity 

Stemphylium can be 
actively growing 

White Rot on Onions 0 Development 
stopped 

Soil temperatures have 
reached temperatures 
needed to stop white rot in 
the soil, new infections 
should not occur 

Sclerotinia (White Mold) on 
Carrot 

0 0 No risk until carrot canopy 
closes 

TOMCAST 
(General conditions for 
disease) 

41 +6 Weather conducive to 
disease development 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce downy mildew) 

No sporulation 
infection periods 

No activity Risk is low 

 

Daily Weather and Soil Temperatures: 
Date (July 2019) Max temperature Min temperature Rain (mm) 

2 28.3 19.2 0.0 
3 31.8 15.9 0.0 
4 32.6 12.7 0.0 

Soil Temperature (°C): 5cm: 25.9 10cm: 28.9  20 cm: 25.7 

 

Any questions or comments? Please call Zach Telfer or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 


	Highlights July 5
	Disease Forecasting Highlight:
	Onion Update:
	Carrot Update:


