
 

 

Muck Crops Research Station Agriphone 2019 
Highlights for 28 June 
- Stemphylium has been seen in the marsh 
- A lot of carrot weevil activity this week, killing young carrots 
- Celery leaf curl has been seen in the marsh 
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Onion Update: 
The battle against stemphylium is upon us for the 2019 growing season. The weather is appropriate for 
development and it’s been confirmed in at least one field in the marsh. For Stemphylium control, the 
classic approach has been rotations of Luna Tranquility (Group 7 and 9) and Quadris Top (Group 3 and 
11). Sercadis and Aprovia (both Group 7s) have also been registered. Rotations and resistance 
management are critical for long-term management of Stemphylium leaf blight, ensure you are always 
rotating between fungicides with different groups. 
Onion maggot damage has been fairly low, and onion smut has been rare in fields this year. 

Carrot Update: 
Carrot weevil has been seen killing young plants, primarily in early fields, suggesting we may need to 
reduce spray intervals for high-risk fields. Thankfully, we are nearing the end of the carrot weevil egg 
laying period which is expected to end around next week. We monitor carrot weevil egg laying around 
the station and will use this to confirm. Carrot rust fly counts have also been high throughout the past 
week. 

Celery Update:  
We have seen celery leaf curl in the marsh this year, although in very low counts and not widespread. If 
it continues to warm up, and stay as wet as it’s been, the conditions will be ideal for its development. 
Right now, it’s presence is so low that you shouldn’t need to spray unless you have it. Quadris and 
Switch are registered for leaf curl control. 

 



 

 

Disease Forecasting: 
Disease model Cumulative DSI Change  Comments 
BOTCAST (Botrytis leaf blight) 54 +3 While weather supports 

botrytis, no botrytis has 
been seen so risk is low-
medium 

DOWNCAST (Onion downy 
mildew) 

No sporulation 
infection periods 

Minimal activity Low risk 

BSPCast 
(Stemphylium leaf blight) 

Weather slightly 
favourable 

Low-moderate 
risk 

Stemphylium likely can 
develop, but weather is not 
yet optimal 

White Rot on Onions 43 +4 Soil temps nearing the 
point to stop white rot, but 
can currently develop 

Sclerotinia (White Mold) on 
Carrot 

0 0 No risk until carrot canopy 
closes 

TOMCAST 
(General conditions for 
disease) 

29 +4 Weather slightly conducive 
to disease 

BREMCAST 
(Lettuce downy mildew) 

1 sporulation 
infection period 

Low activity Risk is low 

 

Daily Weather and Soil Temperatures: 
Date (June 2019) Max temperature Min temperature Rain (mm) 

25 25.2 16.8 16.6 
26 28.3 17.4 0.0 
27 31.1 14.0 0.0 

Soil Temperature: 5cm: 24.4  10cm: 28.72  20 cm: 24.43 

 

Any questions or comments? Please call Zach Telfer or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 
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