
 

 

Muck Crops Research Station Agriphone 2019 
Highlights for 31 May 
- Berm Project Day: July 5 at the Muck Crops Research Station: Tours of our berm enhancement 

project, research updates on station, and info booths. Coffee and light refreshments provided.  
- Onions continuing to come up 
- Carrot weevil actively looking for plants to lay eggs and damage 
- Celery could be at risk of carrot weevil attack this year 

Disease Forecasting Highlight: 
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disease) 
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downy 
mildew) 

LOW RISK LOW-MEDIUM 
RISK 

LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK LOW RISK MEDIUM-
HIGH RISK 

Onion Update: 
Weed control is critical as onions are coming up. Prowl H20 controls emerging (not established) weeds 
and can be applied at the loop stage and the 2nd true leaf stage for weed control. Prowl H20 is safe for 
transplants once they are established, around 10 good days after transplanting. Chateau is also 
registered to control weeds before emergence, recommended around the 2-6 leaf stage in transplants 
of 3-6 leaf stage in seeded onions. Frontier Max is registered for a single application at the loop stage to 
control yellow nutsedge before it emerges.  

The cool, wet weather is potentially conducive for downy mildew. Currently, risk is likely low based on 
the actual onion fields as there is little plant tissue available and we are not recommending preventative 
applications, but we are closely monitoring transplants where it would occur first. If these 
recommendations change at all, an alert will be sent immediately to all growers through an Agriphone. If 
over the coming weeks, the weather doesn’t dramatically change we may be dealing with downy 
mildew earlier than typical. 

Carrot Update: 
Carrot weevil is likely going to be an issue for the earliest seeded carrot fields. Rimon 10EC and Exirel are 
registered for carrot weevil control, and applications at the 2nd and 4th true leaf stage particularly with 
Rimon have been very effective at trials at the research station. Matador/Silencer 120EC and Imidan 
50/70WP are also registered, but we have documented resistance to Imidan in Holland Marsh carrot 
weevil populations. Carrot rust fly activity should be starting shortly as well, but no adults have been 
captured yet.  



 

 

Celery Update:  
As carrot weevil is now active and there is dramatically fewer carrot fields up compared to previous 
years, it’s possible carrot weevil will be moving to the celery fields which have been transplanted. There 
is a picture of carrot weevil oviposition attached to this file. Imidan is the only product registered for 
carrot weevil on celery, but if you’re applying Exirel for aphid, cabbage looper, or leafminer control, or 
Rimon for pea leafminer control, it may also provide some control for the carrot weevil. 

Disease Forecasting: 
As crops are just starting up, disease forecasting is just really getting going. The cool, wet temperatures 
are appropriate for some diseases. Lettuce downy mildew has ideal conditions currently; confirm with 
scouting but lettuce is at risk of infections.  
Onion downy mildew can potentially grow in these weather conditions, but there is very little leaf tissue 
available for infection to occur and we had dramatically low levels of downy mildew last year, so disease 
inoculum is also likely low. We will be keeping an eye out for infections, and will update if the risk 
increases. 
White rot in onions is also accumulating some risk. The disease takes a long time (weeks) to infect and 
damage the onions plants, and quickly dies off if soil temperatures rise. If soil temperature remain cool 
for two to three more weeks, we may see some white rot infections in June. Updates will follow as 
conditions develop. 

Daily Weather and Soil Temperatures: 
Date (May 2019) Max temperature Min temperature Rain (mm) 

28 13.2 10.2 13.4 
29 17.1 11.0 0.0 
30 24.0 7.0 0.0 

Soil Temperature: 5cm:  16.2  10cm: 18.0  20 cm: 17.9 

 

The blue arrow points out a carrot weevil egg 
pit on this celery plant. The weevil will chew a 
small hole to deposit the egg, and then seal 
the hole with a black cap. Often, these pits are 
closer to the base of the plant on the outer 
stalks. 
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