
This is the Muck Station Report and IPM Information for Friday August 08, 2008. 
 
The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) recently announced the approval of the 
emergency use of SCHOLAR 50 WP Fungicide for control of white mould (Sclerotinia rot) of 
carrots until December 31st, 2008 only.  SCHOLAR was already labelled in Canada for control 
of post-harvest diseases on pome fruit and stone fruit. Apply SCHOLAR once as a post-harvest 
dip or trench immediately before storage. Mix 227 g of the product in 378 L of water. This can 
treat up to 90,000 kg of carrots. Ensure the SCHOLAR 50WP Fungicide solution remains in 
suspension by using agitation. SCHOLAR 50WP Fungicide may be degraded by exposure to 
direct sunlight. Treated carrots should not be stored in direct sunlight.  
 
Temperatures for the weekend and early next week forecasted relatively cool and wet. Therefore 
the risk of leaf disease symptoms either appearing or increasing in your crops is moderate to 
high. If significant rain occurs and resulted in extended period of leaf wetness, then the risk will 
increase.  
 
Thundershowers bring the risk of heavy rain and or hail. Damage from heavy rains increase the 
risk of foliar diseases including those caused by bacteria. If heavy rain or hail occurs, application 
of some copper protects from bacterial infections and check in to find out what the risk for 
fungal leaf diseases is. Also in these situations certain foliar nutrient sprays will be beneficial.  
 
A total of 6.8 mm rain has been accumulated between August 5 and 7. 
 
DOWNCAST has predicted onion downy mildew sporulation infection periods occurred in the 
last three days. Risk of downy mildew development is high.  
 
Downy mildew of onions has been found in several onion fields around the Holland Marsh. 
Symptoms are not usually visible until infected areas of leaves sporulate. The best time to see 
early downy mildew symptoms is early in the morning when the leaves are still wet. Infections 
usually occur in patches within the field. A violet or greyish growth develops, and the tissue dies 
quickly, resulting in straw-coloured lesions and eventually plant death. The disease can spread 
by rain, by machinery or by people in the field when the leaves are wet. Flag hot spots and either 
remove the whole area or quarantine so that workers do not spread the spores.  
 
At this time growers should spray for downy mildew control by alternating Ridomil Gold MZ 
with Alliette. Alliette should not be tank mixed with other products, especially not with 
micronutrients. Refer page 138 tables 9-59 of the OMAFRA’s publication 363 for registered 
fungicides. 
 
BOTCAST, which is used to predict botrytis on onions, has a cumulative disease severity index 
of 34. This means that fungicides should be applied regularly to protect the crop. Risk of lesion 
counts reaching threshold at this time is moderate to high. Irrigation or rain increases the risk of 
botrytis blight. 
 
BREMCAST has predicted a couple of sporulation infection periods over the past few days. Risk 
of disease development is high.  
 
Onion thrips counts on station are below threshold at 0.1 thrips per leaf and at our other research 
site are at 0.3 thrips per leaf. Threshold is 1 thrips per leaf. 
 
 



Onion grown on soils with a pH of 6.5 or higher may turn pale green or yellow. The plants 
become stunted, twisted and bent. If this happens it might be zinc deficiency. Spray one or two 
times with zinc sulphate at 1.6 kg/ha. 
 
Onion maggot counts on station increased to 1.6 flies per trap per day and at our other research 
site increased to 3.8 flies per trap per day.   
 
Carrot rust fly counts started to increase around the Holland Marsh. No carrot rust fly was found 
on sticky traps on station and at our other research site at Wood Choppers lane carrot rust fly 
count increased to 0.06 flies per trap per day. 
 
Carrot leaf blight is continuing to develop in most fields. As canopies close moisture and 
humidity levels increase and the risk of blight also increases. Growers should consider spraying 
their carrots with a fungicide before canopy closure. Carrot disease control recommendations are 
listed on page 97 in publication 363 of the 2008-2009 edition. 
 
In celery and lettuce fields, some damage from Tarnished plant bugs has been seen. To monitor 
for this pest, check 50 to 100 plants. The spray thresholds are 0.1 and 0.2 TPB per plant and/or 
6% of the plants showing damage. Tarnished plant bug control recommendations are listed on 
pages105 and 131 for celery and lettuce respectively in publication 363 of the 2008-2009 edition. 
 
We found symptoms of early blight caused by Cercospora on celery at our research station. Early 
blight symptoms typically show up around mid-summer when heavy evening dews follow sunny, 
warm, daytime weather. Small yellow spots, visible on both sides of the leaf, are the first 
symptom of early blight. Later the spots grow into gray, circular lesions. As leaf spots dry out, 
the tissue becomes papery in texture. Under favourable conditions (temperatures between 15° 
and 30°C), the lesions will coalesce and cause a blighting effect on the leaves and often splits 
and cracks. Celery growers should also regularly check your fields for late blight, which 
develops brownish-black leaf spots. Both spores of early and late blight transfer from plant to 
plant either by splashing water or wind. Control methods for early or late blight in celery can be 
found on page 91 in publication 363, vegetable production recommendations. 
 
Aster leafhopper counts on station and fields around the Holland Marsh are currently low to 
moderate. Insecticide applications are warranted in fields with moderate aster leaf hopper count 
and containing cultivars that are susceptible to aster yellows.  
 
 
 


