
 

 

  
 

   
 

MUCK CROPS RESEARCH STATION IPM 2009   
 

This is the Muck Crops Research Station report and IPM Information for Wednesday October 28, 2009 
 
The Muck Crops Research Station scouting program has finished for this season. The carrot and onion storage 
holdings will be available on this Agriphone throughout the winter months.  
 
Almost all of the onions in the Holland Marsh have been harvested. Remember it is important that onions are dried, 
and then cooled properly for storage to reduce risk of bacterial rots and Botrytis neck rot and to maintain quality.  
 
Growers should make every effort to remove culls from their fields to reduce problems of onion maggot and diseases 
for next season. 
 
Pythium root dieback (rust root) on carrots has been found in some fields around the marsh. The pathogen (Pythium) 
is a persistent soil-borne fungus, which likes wet soils. Root dieback of carrots produces excessively branched or 
stubbed roots. Carrots may also be short, forked and secondary roots turn rusty red. Forking and stubbing of carrot 
roots can also be caused by hardpans, nematodes, and excessive water.  
 
For post harvest control of Sclerotinia, an emergency use registration for Scholar has been announced by PMRA. 
Scholar is only effective when applied to washed carrots. Harvesting carrots when the ground is cool and cooling the 
carrots as quickly as possible also reduces white rot from developing in storage.   

Rapid removal of field heat from freshly harvested carrot roots can minimize storage losses to post harvest 
pathogens. Therefore, when harvesting carrots for storage the roots should be cooled to 0°C (32°F) soon after 
harvest. Ideally, the roots should be cooled in 1 to 2 days to reduce disease. The current soil temperature at 5 cm 
depth is 9.6oC. 

 
The Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA) recently announced the approval of a minor use label expansion 
for PRISTINE WG Fungicide for suppression of Septoria and Cercospora leaf blights on celery, downy mildew on 
spinach and Sclerotinia rot on celery, lettuce, fennel, Chinese celery, rhubarb, swiss chard and spinach in Canada. 
Pristine can be applied at a rate of 1.0 – 1.6 kg product per ha depending upon the crop and target disease.  One or 
two applications per season are permitted depending upon the crop and target disease.  The pre-harvest interval for 
leafy vegetables is 0 days.  Users should consult the complete label before using Pristine WG Fungicide.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Call Michael, Kevin or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 

 
 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/U/A-CA-UNKN-RO.001.html

