
 

 

  
  

 

 

 
    

 

 MUCK CROPS RESEARCH STATION IPM 2011 
 

This is the Muck Crops Research Station Report and IPM Information for Tuesday May 24, 2011 
 

The soil is starting to dry up and growers are carrying out farm activities including carrot seeding, however, 
weather remains the main concern around the Holland Marsh. Between May 20 and 23 we received a total of 4 
mm rain. Soil temperatures started to rise and for May 23 at the Research Station the soil temperature at 5 and 10 
cm depth was 17.1 and 15.8oC respectively. 
 
Onion Maggot degree days (DD) are presently at 300, the time where first generation flies start to emerge in 
higher numbers. We started to see onion flies around the Marsh and the count at the Muck Crops Research Station 
this morning was 2.3 flies/trap/day. Onion flies will also start laying eggs on volunteer onions and thus all 
volunteer onions and any remaining cull piles should be removed.  
 
Most seeded onions around the Marsh are either at loop or flag leaf stage. On muck soils, apply Prowl 400 when 
onions are at the loop stage and again at the 2nd true leaf stage. Prowl works best if rain or irrigation is received 
within seven days of application.  Prowl controls weeds as they emerge but do not control any existing weeds.  
 
Frontier will help suppress yellow nutsedge before the yellow nutsedge has emerged, apply only once per season 
at the loop stage. 
 
Watch the barley wind breaks in onion fields and should be sprayed when they are 10 to 15 cm (4 - 6 inches) in 
height. Both Poast Ultra and Select are registered for this use in onions. Barley can be used to reduce wind erosion 
in carrots. Broadcast barley at a rate of 45-50 lbs/acre. Seed the barley the same day you seed the crop.   
   
Carrot Weevil DD is presently at 182, which means overwintering adult carrot weevils will start moving into 
carrot fields and start to lay eggs. Control of weevils is not necessary until carrots reach the 2nd true leaf stage and 
only if the population warrants treatment. Thus far we have not found weevils in the traps at our Research Station. 
  
In carrots, Ridomil 1G is registered for damping off and cavity spot control.  Apply the granular formulation in 
the seed furrow at a rate of 25 Kg/ha or 215 g/100m of row. This material will not help control forking of carrots 
even though Pythium is believed to be one of the main causes of forking. Ranman 400SC is registered for the 
suppression of cavity spot. A maximum of one application per season is allowed, as post-plant, pre-emergent 
application within 3 days after planting.  
 
Carrot rust fly overwinter as a larva (maggot) in the roots left in the field. Carrot Rust Fly is at 348 DD and first 
generation adults will start to fly around any time now. We set up sticky traps to monitor carrot rust fly movement 
at our Research Station and no carrot rust flies have been found on the traps.  
 
Tarnished plant bug DD threshold for emergence have reached and we will start to see tarnished plant bugs in 
celery and lettuce fields. Weeds can harbour tarnished plant bug and thus weed control is essential at this moment. 
 
 
 

ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Call Michael Tesfaendrias or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 
 

 


