
 

 
 

 
  

 

  
   

 

MUCK CROPS RESEARCH STATION IPM 2015 
This is the Muck Crops Research Station Report and IPM Information for Wednesday September 23, 2015 
Thank you to all the growers and industry reps that attended the International Carrot Conference and the variety 
trial field trip last week. Thank you also to our sponsors and everyone who helped contribute to a successful 
conference. 

Almost all onion fields have been dug and windrowed and fields are being harvested this week. Remove cull 
onions from the field as these onions are the main overwintering source of onion maggot flies and diseases. 

White mould caused by Sclerotinia has been seen in some carrot fields. Closed canopies have high humidity, and 
the recent cooler temperatures create ideal conditions for Sclerotinia. Infection starts in between the rows on 
dying leaves and travels down into the base of the carrot where it can cause significant losses in storage. Only 
Allegro is registered for control of Sclerotinia on carrots. Carrot leaf blight fungicides such as Lance or Pristine 
may also help suppress the disease. Scholar can be used as post-harvest Sclerotinia rot control but carrots must be 
washed before dip or drench application. 

Carrot rust fly activity has been low as we seem to have past the 2nd generation peak. Most fields have been under 
the spray threshold for the past week. The spray threshold is 0.1 flies/trap/day for fresh market carrots and 0.2 
flies/trap/day for processing carrots.  

We have seen quite a few bacterial infections in celery fields recently so the weather over the last few weeks has 
been conducive to infection. To reduce bacterial issues during onion storage, onions should be dried as quickly as 
possible after combining to dry up and seal the necks. 

Carrot leaf blight has been found in almost all scouted carrot fields. The spray threshold is 25% disease 
incidence. Fontelis, Bravo, Echo, mancozeb (Dithane, Pancozeb, and Manzate), Polyram, Pristine, Cabrio, Lance, 
Cantus, Switch, and Allegro are registered for control of carrot leaf blight. 

Aster leafhoppers numbers are low in all parts of the Holland marsh so no insecticide spray is recommended. 
Aster yellows have been found in carrot fields but incidence has been low this season. 

It is important to seed a cover crop after an early field of transplant onions, celery, early carrots, or lettuce. Cover 
crops reduce erosion, run off, and at the same time improve the soil health. Different cover crop blends are also 
available. 

 

Soil temperatures at the Research Station for September 23 at 5 cm, 10 cm and 20 cm depths were 14.5oC, 15.0oC 
and 16.2oC, respectively. 

 
 
 
ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Call Dennis Van Dyk or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 

 


