
 

   

 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

MUCK CROPS RESEARCH STATION IPM 2014 

This is the Muck Crops Research Station Report and IPM Information for Wednesday September 10,2014 

We would like to thank all the growers, industry representatives, and OMAF specialists for attending the 2014 

Muck Crops Research Station annual field day. There was a great turnout with lots of interest and good 

discussion. We would also like to thank John Verkaik of Solar Seed for sponsoring the lunch and Jim Robinson 

of Stokes Seeds for sponsoring coffee and donuts. 

Maleic hydrazide (Royal MH 60) is applied to limit sprouting and extend the storage life of many onion cultivars. 

Onions should have more than 3 green leaves when MH 60 is applied. The optimum time for application is when 

at least 50 percent of the tops have fallen, but tops are still green. Best results are obtained when MH 60 is 

applied in the early morning or on a cloudy day, and 24 hours before or after rain. 

Carrot leaf blight is still developing around the Marsh. The spray threshold is 25% disease incidence. Bravo, 

Echo, mancozeb (Dithane, Pancozeb, and Manzate), Polyram, Cabrio, Flint, Quadris Top, Pristine, Cantus, 

Fontelis, Switch, and Allegro are registered for control of carrot leaf blight. 

White mould caused by Sclerotinia has been seen in some carrot fields. A closed canopy, high humidity, and 

cooler temperatures create ideal conditions for Sclerotinia. Infection starts at the base of the leaf stalk, causing the 

petiole to brown and die. Significant losses can occur when infected carrots are stored. Trimming carrot leaves 

and opening up the canopy reduces disease incidence. Only Allegro is registered for control of Sclerotinia on 

carrots. Carrot leaf blight fungicides such as Lance or Pristine may also help suppress the disease. If anyone 

knows the current location of the carrot trimmer, please contact the station as some growers are interested in 

using it. 

Rust fly activity has been low the past week. The current count on our station is 0.08 flies/trap/day. 

Onion maggot activity has also been low this past week. The current count on our station is 0.2 flies/trap/day. We 

have seen some maggot damage in dug onions on station, most likely from 2
nd

 generation onion maggots. 

Aster leafhopper counts fluctuate but have been low so no sprays are recommended. 

Early blight, Septoria late blight, and bacterial leaf spot have been confirmed in celery fields. Both diseases can 

be spread through wind and water so it is important to stay out of infected celery fields when foliage is wet.  

The risk of downy mildew on lettuce is high. Lettuce downy mildew has already been confirmed in the Marsh. 

A total of 53.7 mm of rain has been accumulated in the past 8 days. Soil temperatures at the Research Station as 

of September 10 at the 10 cm and 20 cm depths are 19.1 ºC, and 19.8 ºC respectively. 

 

 

ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Call Dennis Van Dyk or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 

Follow us on twitter @MuckIPM for up-to-date disease alerts and insect emergence updates. 

 


