
 

   

 

 
 

  
  

 
 

MUCK CROPS RESEARCH STATION IPM 2013 

This is the Muck Crops Research Station Report and IPM Information for October 24, 2013 

This is the last IPM update for the 2013 growing season. If there is new information in connection to the IPM 

program (new pest issue, registration of new chemicals or other related issues), will be posted on our website 

(www.uoguelph.ca/muckcrop). We would like to thank the Agricultural Adaptation Council, the Bradford Coop, the 

Holland Marsh Growers’ Association, Bayer CropScience, DuPont Canada, Engage Agro, BASF, Syngenta Crop 

Protection Canada, UAP Canada and Dow AgroScience for their financial support for the IPM program, and 

vegetable growers around the Holland/Bradford marsh and Keswick for their participation in the program. 
 

The Muck Crops Research Station IPM program completed field monitoring at growers’ fields and at our research 

sites for the 2013 growing season. If growers have issues in their fields or storage, they are welcome to bring 

samples to our station if necessary.    

The air and soil temperatures have begun to decrease and are forecasted to remain cool for the rest of the week. Low 

soil temperatures improve the storage potential of carrots by cooling the roots before they are harvested. Also, rapid 

removal of heat from freshly harvested carrots can minimize storage losses to post harvest pathogens. The soil 

temperatures at our research station at 10 and 20 cm depth is currently 8.3 and 10.8 ºC respectively. A total of 29.7 

mm rain accumulated between October 15 and October 23. 

Carrot rust flies are no longer a concern.  

Carrot leaf blight continue to develop in most carrot fields, however, leaf blight progress will slow down with cold 

temperatures. If carrots are currently being harvested or to be harvested in the coming few days, growers should put 

into consideration the maximum application per season and the pre-harvest interval when applying fungicides.  

Growers should monitor your fields regularly for symptoms of Sclerotinia in between the rows underneath the 

lodged leaves. Infection in the field starts at the base of the leaf stalk, causing the petiole to turn brown and die. 

Infection can also begin on the senesced leaves in the furrow and grows down the leaf and petiole. Fungicides 

applied to control carrot leaf blights, such as Allegro, Lance and Pristine, may also suppress sclerotinia rot. For post-

harvest control of Sclerotinia, an emergency use registration for Scholar has been announced by PMRA. Scholar is 

only effective when applied to washed carrots. Scholar can be applied as a post-harvest dip or drench immediately 

before storage. Follow the labels carefully. Harvesting carrots when the ground is cool and cooling the carrots as 

quickly as possible also reduces sclerotinia rot from developing in storage.   
 

Once the crops are harvested it is a good idea to take soil samples for testing. If nematode damage has shown up on 

your carrots, it is also a good idea to have the soil tested for nematodes. Contact information for soil-testing and pest 

diagnostic laboratories are list in OMAFRA’s publications 363 and 838. 

Onions left in the field are the main source of overwintering onion maggot and act as disease reservoirs. Thus, 

growers should make every effect to remove these culls to reduce problems for next season.  

 

 
 

ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Call Michael Tesfaendrias or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 

 

http://www.uoguelph.ca/muckcrop

