
 

   

 

 
 

  
  

 
 

MUCK CROPS RESEARCH STATION IPM 2013 

This is the Muck Crops Research Station Report and IPM Information for August 22, 2013 
 

 

Downy mildew has been confirmed in several fields around the marsh. Growers should monitor your fields regularly 

for downy mildew. Infections usually occur in patches within the field. A violet or greyish growth develops, and the 

tissue dies quickly, resulting in straw-coloured lesions and eventually plant death. Depending on crop stage, growers 

should spray their onions to control downy mildew.  

 

The carrot rust fly activity is moderate in most parts of the marsh, but increased in some locations. The carrot rust fly 

count at our station was 0.07 carrot rust fly/trap/day. Spray thresholds are 0.1 and 0.2 flies/trap/day for fresh market 

and processing carrots respectively. 
 

Onion thrips activity around the marsh varies depending on field location and the management practices 

implemented to control thrip. This morning the onion thrips count at our station was 0.4 thrips/leaf. The threshold for 

insecticide application is 1 thrips per leaf. Good spray coverage is crucial for thrips control. 

Carrot leaf blight has continued to develop around the Marsh. As canopies close, moisture and humidity levels 

increase, the risk of blight also increases. The spray threshold is 25% disease incidence (i.e. 25% of the plants 

scouted show symptoms). Bravo, Echo, mancozeb (Dithane, Penncozeb and Manzate), Pristine, Cabrio, Lance, 

Cantus, Switch, Flint, Fontelis, Quadris Top and Allegro are registered fungicides.  

Both stemphylium leaf blight and purple blotch continued to be the main concern in onions. We observed rain 

pelting damage and tip burn, which create an ideal entry for the pathogens. Growers should monitor their onion 

fields for symptoms of stemphylium leaf blight and purple blotch and spray their fields.   
 

The onion fly activity is generally low and the count at our research station this morning was 1.8 flies/trap/day. 
 

 

Aster leafhoppers numbers are low in all parts of the Holland marsh to warrant insecticide spray. We observed 

aphids in celery and thus growers should check their fields for aphids. 

Continue a regular application of micronutrients on celery. Calcium, which can be applied as calcium chloride or 

calcium nitrate, is very important when growing conditions are dry. 

 Risk of downy mildew on lettuce is moderate to high. Risk may increase if it rains, if the crop is close to maturity 

and/or if the downy mildew is already present in the field. Downy mildew has been confirmed on lettuce in the 

Holland Marsh. 
 

Seeding spring barley or oil seed radish as cover crop after celery, lettuce, early carrots and onions can help reduce 

erosion. 
 

No rain fell between August 19 and 21. The soil temperature at our station at 5 and 10 cm depth is currently 26.1 and 

19.2 ºC respectively.  

The Muck Crops Research Station annual field day is Thursday, September 5, 2013 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. All 

growers are invited and encouraged to drop by. Lunch will be complements of John Verkaik from Solar Seed. Coffee 

and donuts will be provided by Jim Robinson from Stokes Seeds. 

ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? Call Michael Tesfaendrias or Mary Ruth McDonald at 905-775-3783 

 


