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1500 graduates
lor convocation
Nearly 1500 degrees and diplomas are being 
presented at convocation exercises this week. 
The May graduation, always the biggest of 
the year (Guelph also has convocations in 
October and February) is three days of 
ceremonies, class parties, awards luncheonsz 
and picture taking for the more than 1400 
undergraduates and 67 graduates receiving 
degrees and diplomas. Traditionally the sun 
shines for three solid days and summer-clothed 
family groups festoon the centre campus.

Yesterday, May 21, in the first day of 
ceremonies general and honours Bachelor of 
Science degrees were presented as well as 
degrees in engineering and family and con
sumer studies. Today both general and 
honours arts graduates receive their degrees 
as do commerce and human kinetics graduates. 
The graduate studies degrees are also being 
presented today.

Tomorrow the aggies and earth and food 
science people graduate in the morning, 
veterinarians, landscape architects and 
diplomates in agriculture and horticulture in 
the afternoon.

Toronto psychologist and educator Reva 
Gerstein receives her honorary LL.D. at 
convocation this afternoon, with Canada's 
ambassador to China and Vietnam, His Excel
lency C.John Small, being honoured tomorrow 
morning. In addition to addressing the OAC 
graduates, the ambassador, who is an OAC 
alumnus, will speak this evening, Thursday, 
May 22 at 8 p.m. in Botany/Genetics/Zoology 
B130, not in the University Centre as 
previously announced. His topic will be 
China Today.

Three retired University of Guelph pro
fessors are being named Professor Emeritus 
at convocations this week. They are G.C. 
Ashton, Trevor Lloyd Jones and F.H. 
Montgomery.

The Wildlife in Urban Canada Symposium will 
be held on campus from Monday to Friday, 
May 26—30. The symposium, one of the 
first of its kind to be held, will examine the 
problems resulting from wildlife and people 
living together in urban areas.

Over 200 biologists, planners, landscape 
architects, educators, and representatives of 
organizations and government agencies inter
ested in this important ecological subject 
are expected to attend the meeting. A keynote 
speech, written by Dr. C.A. Doxiadis, of 
Athens, Greece, an internationally-known city 
planner and architect, will give an analysis 
of the basic problems of people and nature

It's not all cramming 

in the springtime

Spring semester isn't all work, especially in 
the early sunshiny days. Bottom picture 
shows Carolyn Cooper and Grant Drohan, 
fourth semester students. Jane Donovan, 
right, picked a bright spot to read. There are 
well over 3100 students on campus for the 
summer. Of these 1760 are full-time under
graduates, 760 part-time undergraduates and 
about 650 graduate students. Spring semester 
students enjoy smaller classes and more casual 
atmosphere.

in areas where people concentrate, setting 
the theme for the symposium. His speech 
will be delivered by Alexander Lehman, an 
architect-planner from Toronto, because the 
Greek expert has been advised by his doctors 
not to travel.

Other speakers will include wildlife patho
logists, biologists, planners and environmental 
designers, landscape architects, conservation
ists, and specialists from many other fields. 
They will deal with subjects ranging from 
urban planning and wildlife to disease problems 
of urban wildlife and the compatibility of 
pets and wildlife.
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A mood of determination to tighten academic 
standards was evident at last week's senate 
meeting.

A motion that failures should not appear on 
transcripts was defeated as also was a motion 
that an optional "credit" system of course 
evaluation be adopted. On the other hand 
senate passed a motion decreasing the number 
of permissible failures and opened the way for 
individual colleges to make tighter regulations 
regarding the permissible number of D's and 
F's.

Senate also adopted recommendations for 
changes in the timing of examination periods 
and submission of final marks that would 
affect semester lengths. These aroused con
siderable discussion because they would 
cut into the August "holiday" period. How
ever more breathing space for faculty, staff,and 
students would be permitted during the semes
ter. The changes adopted were: a two-day re
view period between the final day of classes 
and the start of examinations; the lengthening 
of the exam period to eight days in the fall 
and winter semesters; allowing up to four 
days after an exam, to submit final marks 
to the registrar.

Senate also gave approval to start on a 
limited basis one master's and two doctoral 
programs which still have not been approved 
for funding by government.

Scheduling changes
Starting in the spring semester of 1976, stu
dents will be allowed a two-day review period 
between the end of the final week of classes 
and the beginning of examinations. The 
examination period will also be extended 
by one day to eight days during the fall 
and winter semesters, and a staggered system 
of submitting final marks to the registrar 
instituted.

The new policies, which will add a total 
of 15 days to the university's schedule, were 
decided upon by the senate on the basis of 
a report prepared by a sub-committee of the 
board of undergraduate studies set up in the 
fall semester, 1974 to investigate these areas.
A proposed schedule of dates taking into 
account the new policies was presented for 
illustrative purposes only.

An extended delay between classes and 
the final examination period would interfere 
with the three-semester system, but if the 
last week of classes is to be similar to other 
work weeks, "it is not unreasonable to allow 
the student more freedom for a review of his 
examination materials," the report said. The 
report noted, however, that the two days 
are meant to be "a period of review, not a 
period of time in which new material is to 
be learned."

The proposal to extend the fall and winter 
semester final examination periods was 
prompted mainly by considerations of space,
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manpower, and scheduling limitations. It 
was felt, though, that the extension of the 
summer semester examination period was 
not required and the original motion, which 
called for extensions in all semesters, was 
amended by the senate.

Professor W.E. Tossell, Dean of Research, 
commented that the extension of the examina
tion periods, along with the review period, 
should enable higher quality performance by 
students on final examinations.

The motion calling for the staggered system 
of submission of final marks met with some 
resistance, and passed with only a three 
vote margin. The staggered system will provide 
up to four days between each examination 
(or last class day if no final examination is 
scheduled) and the deadline date for the 
submission of marks.

Staff and computer limitations call for 
the staggering of the deadlines if instructors 
are all to be allowed an optimum "turn-around- 
period," the report stated. The staggered 
system would allow the registrar to extend 
the time period for the submission of marks 
from courses with examinations held late in 
the final week, the report pointed out.

"Attempts should be made to prevent 
academic assessment and the assignment of 
grades to that assessment from being unneces
sarily jeopardized by time, staff, and space 
limitations," the report commented.

Student withdrawals
Acting on recommendations from the board 

of undergraduate studies, the senate passed 
two motions which will change the system 
of deciding when a student's performance 
calls for withdrawal from a program.

The number of failed courses as a ratio to 
the number of course attempts has been 
decreased, so that fewer failures will result 
in a withdrawal. The senate also accepted 
a recommendation that the ratio of F (less 
than 50) plus D (50 to 59) grades to 
course attempts also be used as a basis for 
determining withdrawal from a program, with 
some options in the system open for use by 
individual program committees. The recommen
dations will become effective in the spring 
semester, 1976. Undergraduate board chair
man Norma Bowen expressed surprise at the 
lack of discussion but the president pointed 
out that since the recommendation had been 
thoroughly discussed up and down the corri
dors and conclusions had been reached, further 
discussion would be redundant.

Under the old pass-by-course system, which 
has been in effect since the spring semester,
1972, a student was allowed a total of seven 
course failures for 20 courses attempted, 
and 10 failures for 36 or more course attempts. 
As of May, 1976, the number of allowable 
failures will be reduced to five for 20 courses

attempted, and seven for 36 or more course 
attempts. Permitted failures for all other 
levels have also been reduced.

The new system of pro-rating permissible 
failures was prompted by a concern over a 
significant decrease in students forced to 
withdraw under the pass-by-course system as 
compared with the pass-by-semester system 
which was in effect until the spring semester, 
1972. An ad hoc committee of the board 
also found that program committees were 
concerned that the present system allowed 
too high a level of permissible failures. In 
turn this resulted in an increase in individual 
course failure rates and more students' being 
allowed to continue in a program with a high 
number of failures and low overall averages.

The new F plus D grades system comple
ments the new failure level system, and was 
also recommended because of a concern about 
the numbers of students that are proceeding 
to higher semester levels and graduating with 
excessive D grades on their records. "The 
consequences of excessive D's are particularly 
serious in those programs where the courses 
are sequential, where necessary skills and 
knowledge are cumulative, and where upper 
level courses depend heavily on prerequisites," 
the board's report stated.

Under the system, the number of F's plus 
D's that a student may carry is almost the 
same as requiring the student to achieve C 
(60 to 69) grades on 60 per cent of the course 
attempts at each level after the first 11 attempts, 
the report said. As of May, 1976, a student 
with 20 course attempts will not be permitted 
to have more than eight courses with F's or 
D's, while with 40 courses, the maximum 
number of F's plus D's permitted will be 16.

Individual program committees, though, 
have several options they can use in implemen
ting the new system. Among the steps the 
committees can take are requiring a student 
to withdraw at any level if the number of F 
plus D grades exceeds the limit, or allowing 
students to repeat courses as full-time special 
students for one more semester and then 
require their withdrawal if they do not 
achieve a C or higher grade. Students in 
Honours B.A. or B.Sc. programs may also 
be required to withdraw from the honours 
program and continue in the general program 
if the limit is exceeded.

Embargoed programs
Senate decided to go ahead, on a limited 

enrolment basis, with three embargoed grad
uate programs: the M.Sc. in human kinetics, 
the Ph.D. in physics, and the Ph.D. in bio
physics. An embargoed program is one that 
is denied funding by the Ontario Ministry 
of Colleges and Universities as a result of a 
policy to limit funding for some areas of 
graduate studies.



Although it was expected that the embargo 
on the three programs would have been lifted 
by now, the Ontario Council on University 
Affairs (OCUA) has not yet made this 
recommendation to the ministry, a report 
from the board of graduate studies explained. 
The Council of Ontario Universities (COU) 
has assessed the three programs and has 
recommended to OCUA that Guelph proceed 
with them. Although there is no indication 
that OCUA is planning any immediate action 
on the embargoes and on the COU recommen
dations, the report pointed out that there 
is no reason to suppose that the embargoes 
will not be removed sometime in the future.

Acting on the recommendations of the 
board, senate decided to accept no more than 
four "very well qualified students" in the 
fall semester, 1975, in each of the three 
programs which the university will have to 
finance on its own until the embargoes are 
lifted. If the embargoes are not lifted by the 
end of the fall semester, the students already 
accepted for the programs would be allowed 
to complete their degrees, but additional 
students would not be accepted until govern
ment funding is provided, senate decided.

The report pointed out that the delay in 
arranging funding from the government is 
damaging both to the students who wish to 
enter the programs and the faculty who are 
prepared to take them on. "As time passes 
good students make alternative plans — some 
may already have done so," the report com
mented. Professor D.E. Elrick added that 
appropriate action is needed now to expedite 
the decision to provide funds or "academic 
programs will suffer."

Teaching and learning
Two motions calling for the institution of 

an optional course credit system to replace 
numerical grade marks and the removal of 

failures from student transcripts were over
whelmingly defeated after lengthy debate.

A report from the senate committee on 
teaching and learning said undergraduate 
students should have the option of simply 
receiving the notation, "credit" instead of a 
mark for a course if they satisfactorily meet 
course requirements. Students would then 
be encouraged to seek academic excellence as 
an end in itself. The option would also help 
bring about "true disinterest and positive 
academic freedom in the university," the report 
said. It also added that too many credits on a 
graduate's record could be a disadvantage.

The practice of recording failed courses on 
students' transcripts should be discontinued 
because it would eliminate the "black mark" 
of permanently recorded failure and reduce 
the personal problems associated with such 
a record, the committee's report said. The 
decision to stay in a course would be a decision

"to work for something positive rather than 
to avoid something negative, the failing grade 
on his transcript," the report explained.

During the lively discussion on the motions, 
which lasted over an hour, the speakers were 
overwhelmingly against adopting either 
recommendation. OVC Professor C.L. Giles 
pointed out that if failures were not to be 
included on transcripts a decline in academic 
standards would soon follow. Soon the request 
would be to get rid of D's, then C's then B's, 
he said. Vice President J.P. Smith said we'd 
be culpable if we adopted such a motion. 
Canadian standards call for complete 
transcripts; furthermore we'd be introducing 
an "in locis parentis" attitude to students, 
which is not wanted."By ignoring failures," 
said Dean E.B. MacNaughton, "we'd be 
unfair to the 65 per cent of the students who 
have no failures." Professor Tom Settle 
pointed out he favoured the system as it is 
similar to records from British universities.

Speaking to the credit grade, Dean H.S. 
Armstrong pointed out that students with a 
"credit or sat" grade are discriminated against 
by all .the good graduate schools. Professor 
R.K. Boyd also mentioned that scholarship 
students would suffer under such a grading 
system. Professor R.G Brown pointed out 
that other institutions have lived to regret 
such a grading system.

MOTIONS

Striking Committee
. Senate approved the naming of the follow
ing students to the student petitions commit
tee of senate for the term ending August 31, 
1975: S. Eaton, A. Dutkewych, W. Hagarty, 
and L. Kupecz.

Board of Undergraduate Studies
. Senate approved the list of graduands for 
May, 1975, Convocation.
. Senate accepted recommendations to 
allow for a two-day review period, a staggered 
system for the submission of final marks to 
the registrar, and the extension of the examin
ation period to eight days during the fall and 
winter semesters. The changes will become 
effective in the spring semester, 1976.
. Senate accepted recommendations changing 
the number of failures required for withdrawal 
of a student from a program and the introduc
tion of a new system of determining the crit
erion for withdrawals based on the sum of F 
and D grades. The changes will become 
effective in the spring semester, 1976.

Board of Graduate Studies
. Senate approved the list of graduands for 
the Spring Convocation 1975.
. Senate accepted the recommendation that 
the M.Sc. in human kinetics, the Ph.D. in 
physics, and the Ph.D. in biophysics programs, 
be allowed to go ahead on a limited enrolment 
basis for the fall semester, 1975. The three 
programs are embargoed at present.

Board of Studies for Undergraduate Diplomas
. Senate approved the list of graduands for 
the Spring Convocation, 1975.

Committee on Teaching and Learning
. Senate rejected the recommendation that 
the practice of recording failed courses on 
transcripts be discontinued.
. Senate rejected the recommendation that 
students be granted credit rather than a 
numerical grade for a course.

Membership Committee
. Senate accepted for information a list 
stating the names of the people elected to 
senate for terms commencing September 1, 
1975.

Awards Committee
. Senate approved three new awards: The 
D.C. Masters Prize in History — Semester 8, 
The D.C. Masters Prize in History — Semester 
6, and OAC Centennial Scholarships.

Audio Visual Committee
. Senate approved the allocation of $28,375 
for the media fund for 1975—76.

Bylaws Committee
. Senate approved new bylaws numbered 84 
and 85 for the newly formed committee on 
bylaws and membership to take effect on 
September 1, 1975. The bylaws deal with 
the make-up and duties of the new committee. 
. Senate approved the addition of two 
sentences to bylaw 12 which will give the 
executive committee the power to cancel 
regular senate meetings if agenda items are 
too few or do not require immedFate action. 
The items from the cancelled meeting must 
be brought forward to the next regular 
meeting, and the committee may not cancel 
two consecutive regular meetings of the senate. 
The change is effective immediately.

Council of Ontario Universities
. Senate accepted for information the report 
of the 109th meeting of the Council of 
Ontario Universities, held on May 2 at 
Queen's University.
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President outlines problems faced by Ontario universities

University of Guelph president W.C. Winegard 
gave the Guelph Chamber of Commerce a 
capsule history of Canadian university develop
ment from the forties to the current state of 
crisis in university financing in this province.
Dr. Winegard is chairman of the Council of 
Ontario Universities which is made up of the 
presidents of all the provincial universities 
along with other academic colleagues. He 
spoke to the Chamber of Commerce on Tues
day, May 13. His address follows:

Let us begin the story in the early 1940's.
In general, Canada had few first class univer
sities and they were run at very little cost; 
modern technology played little part in the 
educational process; computers were unknown 
and no university in Canada had a first class 
library. Our undergraduate programs were 
good as evidenced by the number of Canadians 
who received international scholarships to 
study elsewhere, but our graduate programs 
were few in number.

Research awakening

By the 1950's there was an awakening in 
the university community and a realization 
that we should do more than teach. Such 
awakening however was isolated in a few 
pockets of intense research of good quality 
although poorly funded. On the whole the 
professors who did research had very heavy 
teaching loads and were making progress at 
considerable sacrifice to themselves and their 
families. This situation was dramatically 
changed in the late 1950's by sputnik. Canada 
and the western world began to worry about 
the quality of education and whether or not 
we could compete scientifically with the 
Soviet Union. At the same time that sputnik 
was launched we began to realize that in a few 
years we would experience a large increase 
in the number of students who would want 
to attend university.

Increased enrolment
By the early 1960's enrolment was begin

ning to increase and there was a feeling in 
the community that if we educated more people 
we would solve our social problems. We, 
the people, clamoured for a larger number of 
young people to be educated at the higher 
levels. We established new universities in 
several parts of Ontario and the older univer
sities increased their enrolment as well. The 
universities responded to the demands for 
more places, more flexible programs and 
better teaching. In the whole period of the 
1960's we had unprecedented growth in the 
universities and in the new Colleges of Applied 
Arts & Technology. The Robarts-Davis 
concept of higher education provided 
enormously increased opportunities for 
young people — opportunities unheard of 
10 years earlier.

In universities alone, enrolment increased by 
a factor of more than three in a 10 year 
period. The pressures on the universities 
were large but the expansion was accomplished 
with little disruption. Naturally, the expan
sion was costly. In an expansion of that kind 
the only way it can be accomplished is to 
give people the money and say "do it." That is 
what happened with respect to the universities. 
We continued to provide good undergraduate 
programs and in most fields we began to 
develop more and better graduate programs.
On the whole it was no longer necessary for 
the student to leave Canada to be able to 
obtain good graduate degrees in most fields. 
Research was finally recognized as a legitimate 
interest for the university and a function 
that was important to the country. In many 
ways, those were the days of glory. The 
public demanded increased accessibility 
and unprecedented growth. The universities 
responded.

Glory fades
By the late 1960's, however, the glory 

began to fade. We had a period of student 
unrest at the same time that our costs reached 
the point where the taxpayer began to ask 
questions. A university president couldn't 
leave the campus without hearing words such 
as, "Here we are spending all this money on 
universities and the students don't appreciate 
it." The public was disillusioned also because 
the universities had not solved all the ills of 
the world as they were supposed to and they 
seemed to be populated by long-haired, scruffy 
students who appeared every night on television 
damning 'the establishment' and the people 
who were paying the bills. The real students 
were studying as usual, but the few were 
making the noise.

As we moved into the 1970's we began 
to hear a new language; the government 
was worried about the number of students; 
there were too many graduate students in the 
system; universities had to be more accountable; 
universities had to do more teaching and less 
research, and while the funds to universities 
continued to increase, the rate of increase was 
dramatically reduced. The public disillusion
ment is readily seen by a look at the following 
figures.

Year BIU
Value

% Increase 
from previous 
year

% Increase 
in C.P.I. 
from
previous year

1971-72 $1730 4.8 4.1
1972-73 1765 2.0 8.1
1973-74 1825 3.4 11.4
1974-75 1955 7.1 11 (est.)
1975-76 2111 7.9 ?

The operating income of the University is 
the Basic Income Unit (BIU) value times the 
number of units registered in the university.

Since the Basic Income Unit is directly 
related to the cost per student, you can see 
what happened to the university.

In case my figures in Table I seem confusing, 
let me put the position another way. The 
University of Guelph, for instance, in 1970-71 
was spending $3,069 per student; in 1974—75 
we were spending $3,334 per student which 
in 1970—71 dollars was $2,510. This is a 
significant decrease in allowable cost per 
student and when I look at the figures I 
wonder what other parts of our society have 
a similar record.

Public disillusionment
Five years of public disillusionment and 

reduced funding have now culminated in the 
universities being blamed for taking too 
many students and being told that their 
admission standards aren't high enough. Isn't 
it interesting what 10 years will bring — In 
1965 we were told "You are too rigid — you 
should let more students in — they shouldn't 
be required to take such rigorous programs 
in high school — if students are good they 
should be able to come to university and 
make up the work." In 1975 we are told 
that we are too flexible, that our standards 
have dropped, etc.

Flexibility
Let us look at the situation another way. 

While more flexible programs were being 
introduced into the high schools and while 
Grade 13 exams were eliminated, the univer
sities have, (and I quote from a recent letter 
to the editor of the Globe & Mail by John B. 
Macdonald, executive director of the Council 
of Ontario Universities):
"(a) Selected students as carefully
as they could despite the lack of any reliable 
criteria; (b) Argued the need for achievement 
tests; (c) Offered a variety of first-year courses 
for students with varying levels of preparation;
(d) Experimented with preliminary year 
programs as substitutes for Grade 13 programs;
(e) Offered some compensatory courses for 
first-year students who may have ability
but are inadequately prepared.

In short, the universities have co-operated 
with government policy, accepting students 
as they have been prepared by the secondary 
schools and trying to accommodate to serve 
the best interests of the students."

Crisis of confidence
On other occasions, I have called 1975 

the year of "crisis of confidence." The 
government apparently lacks confidence in 
the universities and the universities lack 
confidence in their future.

To restore the confidence of government 
in the universities, we are spending much too 
much of our time justifying our programs and 
expenditures. In fact we are so busy producing
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numbers and tables on every conceivable 
aspect of our operation, that we are in danger 
of losing sight of our real mission which is 
education, research and community service.
It is ironic that confidence in the universities 
has declined at a time when they have (1) cut 
costs significantly; (2) are more involved with 
the outside community than ever before; (3) 
are doing more research of social concern 
than ever before, and (4) are providing better 
teaching than they have in years.

Community service
To be specific, let us look at the community 

service aspect only of the University of Guelph. 
We provide workshops for teachers from our 
Centre for Educational Disabilities; we are 
doing research and service work for govern
ments and independent organizations from 
our Centre for Resources Development; our 
Centre for International Programs is helping 
developing countries throughout the world; 
our office for Continuing Education provides 
enormous opportunities for people of this 
community for special seminars and non
credit courses; our colleges provide evening 
classes for degree programs; we continue to 
have significant outreach programs in agricul
ture; our library is open to all members of the 
community; our physical facilities are in 
constant use by community groups. It is 
hard to think that a university could be more 
involved with community activities than the 
University of Guelph.

I hope we can restore confidence in the 
universities, because they are an important 
part of our society. I believe they have res
ponded well to public concern over the past 
15 years; they have done the job as well as it 
could have been done under the circumstances. 
The alternative for us was to continue with 
our old ways in splendid isolation from 
reality. We did not do that.

Festschrift
for retiring dean
Eleven members of the Department of English 
contributed to a festschrift or "gift of writings'* 
prepared specially for Dean Murdo MacKinnon 
as a tribute on his retirement as dean. Found
ing dean of the college, Professor MacKinnon 
retires at the end of next month and will join 
the department when he returns from a sabba
tical early next year.

The volume was edited by Professor 
Eugene Benson and includes contributions on 
subjects from Chaucer to recent Canadian 
literature. Contributors were Nancy Bailey, 
Eugene Benson, Alexander Brodie, D.M. 
Daymond, Kenneth Graham, Wendy Keitner, 
C.S. Hunter, Leslie Marshall, Linda Marshall, 
M.N. Matson and Elizabeth Waterston.

Professor Waterston, chairman of the de
partment, was presented with number 2 of 
the limited edition.

Red snow 'a
Scattered patches of red snow or ice may give 
a cross-country skier a bit of a shock, but to 
a phycologist they are a real find, especially in 
Southern Ontario.

A phycologist is an expert on algae and 
knows that the red snow or ice is really alive, 
caused by a rare species of algae that thrives 
under cold conditions. Professor J.F. Gerrath 
of the University of Guelph's Botany and 
Genetics Department is a phycologist, and 
for the last five years he has been studying 
algae which have been causing "coloured" 
snow and ice in an area northeast of Bradford.

The alga responsible for the coloured snow 
or ice is a type of dinoflagellate, one of the 
"snow" algae which can only live under cold 
conditions and go into a hibernation-like 
state during the warmer months. The alga 
itself is rarely found in North America, but 
it is even more unusual for the alga to 
make its presence known by producing 
coloured pigments, ranging from an easily 
spotted wine-red to a brownish-orange colour. 
Although other types of snow algae are often 
responsible for red, green or even yellow snow 
and ice in arctic and alpine regions, the last 
time this type of dinoflagellate was found to 
be responsible for coloured snow or ice was 
in Austria, over 60 years ago, said Professor 
Gerrath.

The algae were first spotted during the 
spring thaw in 1971 by a University of Guelph 
graduate student in zoology, K.H. Nicholls 
who now works for the water quality branch 
of the Ontario Ministry of the Environment.
He and Professor Gerrath jointly wrote and 
published a paper on the rare find. Until 
this year, the coloured ice and snow were only 
found in patches about a yard wide over an 
area of several hundred feet along the surface 
and banks of a large drainage ditch which 
flows into the Holland River in the Holland

Members of the English Department honoured Murdo MacKinnon, who is completing 10 years as 
dean of the College of Arts, with a festschrift or "gift of writings." Autographing copy number 
1 of a limited edition of 20, is festschrift editor Eugene Benson, left.

real find’
Marsh area. Wine-red patches were spotted this 
year in a marshy area north of Orillia. In 1972 
the algae along the ditch were the wine-red 
colour, while no coloured patches were found 
in 1973, and brownish-orange patches were 
found last year, Professor Gerrath said.
Gerrath said.

The alga only "colours" snow or ice during 
the spring thaw and is harmless, existing 
only in areas which are wet all year. During 
the winter some of the algae are frozen into 
the ice where they exist happily as the ice 
allows enough light through for photosynthe
sis. When the thaw period comes they are 
freed from the ice and move up through the 
slush, wet snow or water to the surface.

The algae will often move several feet, "a 
tremendous distance for a single cell to travel," 
he said. Once they reach the surface, the 
bright spring sunlight and the cold ice, snow 
or water may create an environment which 
allows a tremendously high growth rate. The 
longer this favourable environment exists, the 
better the chances are that the normally brown 
algae will change colour and multiply until 
they form a patch noticeable with the naked 
eye, Professor Gerrath explained.

Research on the factors which trigger the 
change in colour and the appearance of the 
scattered patches of coloured algae is far from 
complete. Since thaw periods are relatively 
short, there is little time to find and collect 
specimens. Laboratory research has been 
hampered because of the difficulty of growing 
this particular type of alga due to the small 
range of temperatures and other conditions 
acceptable to the species.

Although Professor Gerrath's main research 
interest is the algae found in northern Ontario 
lakes, every spring he takes time to pursue his 
interest in the unusual alga that causes coloured 
snow.
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 FACULTY ACTIVITIES
Professor Alan Mellors, Chemistry, is the recipient of 
a travel award from the Nuffield Foundation, London, 
to enable him to spend one year at the Animal Research 
Institute, Cambridge. His sabbatical leave will be 
spent on research in the Biophysics Unit. He will 
also participate in the Marijuana Symposium of the 
Vlth International Congress of Pharmacology,
Helsinki, Finland, as an official representative of 
Health and Welfare Canada.

Professor Eric Cameron, Fine Art, attended, as 
Canadian representative, the board meeting of the 
College Art Association of America held at the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York where plans for 
next year's conference in Chicago were discussed.

Professor N.R. Johnson, Languages, attended the 
annual conference of the Society for French Histori
cal Studies held at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison. He also delivered a paper on the theory 
and practice of 18th century historiography: the 
case of Voltaire at the tenth colloquium held by the 
Centre Aixoisde Recherches sur le XVIlie siecle at 
Aix-en-Provence, France.

Professor Robert Simmons, Political Studies, partici
pated in a conference on the Korean war: a 25-year 
perspective on a panel which included J. Lawton 
Collins, Ernest A. Gross, W. Averell Harriman, Matthew 
B. Ridgway, Richard E. Neustadt, Richard H. Rovere 
and Clark M. Clifford, at the Truman Library, near 
Kansas City. He also attended the spring meeting of 
the executive committee of the York University- 
University of Toronto Modern East Asia Joint 
Center. The committee is composed of three faculty 
members from York, three from Toronto, and 
Professor Simmons. The Center coordinates faculty 
and graduate student activities in Southern Ontario 
Universities and currently is dispensing $150,000 
a year.

Professor J.D. Hundleby, Psychology, has received 
a grant of $7,300 from the Ontario Ministry of 
Correctional Services for a continuation of a long
itudinal investigation of young boys who entered 
Ontario training schools in 1970—1972. He has also 
received a grant of $4,928 from the Canada Council 
for a cross-validational study of predictive indices 
during adolescence.

Professor R.W. Barron, Psychology, chaired a 
symposium on Getting to the meanings of written 
words: implications for the development of the 
reading process at the biennial meetings of the Society 
for Research in Child Development held in Denver, 
Colorado. In that symposium he and Sheri Urquhart, 
who received her M.A. degree from the University of 
Guelph in 1974, presented a paper on two hypotheses 
about access to the meanings of written words and 
pictures.

Professor Victor K. Ujimoto, Sociology, attended the 
executive meeting of the Canadian Sociology and 
Anthropology Association Travel Subcommittee held 
recently in Ottawa to finalize travel arrangements for 
this year's delegates to the Learned Societies 
Conference which will be held later this month in 
Edmonton.
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Professor Helen J. Dow, Fine Art, presented a paper 
on the sculpture of John Massyngham 111 at the 
Tenth Conference of Medieval Studies, Western 
Michigan University, Kalamazoo.

Professors J.P. Kyba and J.R. Happy, Political Studies, 
attended Carleton University's Second Annual Social 
Policy Conference on policy formation in Canada. 
Professor J.P. Kyba also spoke to the Association of 
Environmental Science Teachers of Ontario at their 
recent conference at the University of Guelph on 
Ecopolitics: the political issues of environmental 
regulation.

Professor Alex Michalos, Philosophy, gave a paper at 
the Winnipeg Conference on Action Theory on the 
moral virtue of pursuing truth and avoiding falsehood, 
i.e. that pure science, philosophy, math or whatever 
are not morally neutral activities like shaving or 
tying a shoe.

Professor Janet Wardlaw, Dean of the College of 
Family and Consumer Studies, gave the keynote 
address, Professionalism and the dietetic profession, 
at the annual professional development day of the 
Ontario Dietetic Association held recently in Toronto.

Professors W.T. Dickinson and G.J. Wall, Engineering, 
gave a paper to the Environmental Earth Sciences 
Symposium of the Geological Association of Canada 
held at the University of Waterloo. The paper was 
on the temporal pattern of erosion and fluvial 
sedimentation in the Great Lakes Basin.

Professor Frank Theakston, Engineering, has been 
reappointed as a member of the standing committee 
on Farm Building Standards under the associate 
committee on the National Building Code.

Professor W.K. Bilanski, Engineering, attended meetings 
of the Forward Planning Committee of ASAE in 
Chicago recently.

PUBLICATIONS

Bartocci, Gianni, 1975. Silva Moritura, in II Cittadino 
Canadese, Montreal, April 1975. (Languages)

Kamble, A.B. and A. Mellors, 1975. Effects of ten 
steroids on acridine orange uptake and^-N-acetylglu- 
cosaminidase levels in rat liver lysosomes. Steroids, 
25: 441—453. (Chemistry)

Gaul, C.C., and A. Mellors, 1975. Delta-9-tetrahydro- 
cannabinol and decreased macrophage migration 
activity. Research Commun. Chem. Path. Pharmacol., 
10: 559—564. (Chemistry).

Barron, R.W., 1975. Locus of the effect of a distin
guishing feature in a memory search task. Memory 
and Cognition, 3: 302—310. (Psychology).

Liefeld, J., E. Gullett, M. Sanderson, T.Watts 
(Consumer Studies) and J. Sabry (Family Studies), 
1975. Attitudes of a sample of consumers towards 
nutritional labelling, Canadian Institute of Food 
Science & Technology Journal, Vol. 8 No. 1.

Poet Laureate

among speakers at 

Victorian symposium

The Poet Laureate of England will be visiting 
the University of Guelph next month as part 
of Symposium 1975 — Canada in the Victorian 
Image, 1837-1887.

Sir John Betjeman became Poet Laureate 
in 1972, but poetry is not his only interest.
He has given many radio and television broad
casts on Victorian architecture, and is one of 
the founders of the British Victorian Society.

The symposium, June 3 to 7, will bring 
together about 125 people interested in the 
Victorian years and their place in Canada's 
cultural heritage. The architecture and the 
fine and decorative arts of England and their 
influence on Canada during the Victorian 
period will be examined by 10 Canadian and 
British speakers.

The chairman of the symposium will be 
British author John Julius, The Viscount 
Norwich. The keynote address on 19th 
century technology and its effect on arts 
and social history will be given by Professor 
Asa Briggs, a social historian and vice- 
chancellor of the University of Sussex. Sir 
Hugh Casson, who received his knighthood in 
1951 for his work as director of architecture 
for the Festival of Britain, will also speak at 
the symposium.

The Canadian speakers will be Peter Stokes, 
a restoration architect from Niagara-on-the- 
Lake; K.B. Brett of the textile department of 
the Royal Ontario Museum; John Langdon, 
an expert on Canadian silver from Toronto; 
Elizabeth Collard, Montreal authority on 19th 
century pottery and porcelain; Joan Murray, 
director of the Robert McLaughlin Gallery 
in Oshawa; Professor Douglas Richardson, of 
the University of Toronto, and Professor Jack 
Jamieson of McMaster University, a syndicated 
sity, a syndicated columnist on Victoriana.

An exhibition of Victorian paintings, 
furniture, photographs, textiles and other 
articles from the period, will be on display in 
McLaughlin library from June 3—22, and 
will be open to the public at no charge.

The symposium is being sponsored by the 
University of Guelph and the Canadian 
Antiques Collector under the patronage of 
the Macdonald Stewart Foundation. Lectures 
may be attended by persons not registered 
as participants for a charge of $3 for each 
session, though a place must be reserved in 
advance by calling the university's office of 
continuing education.



London semester
Psychology professor Michael Sobol will be 
academic coordinator of the London Semester 
B.A. program next winter. Professor Sobol 
and Robert Williston, academic counsellor 
for the B.A. program are now interviewing 
the 32 students who have applied. At least 
19 of these students will receive tentative 
acceptance this month, and eventually 35 
students will be accepted for the program 
which allows arts students to complete a 
semester for credit at the University of Guelph 
while in residence in London, England. Some 
of the students live in Guelph's London 
House where the program coordinator is 
also housed. Application forms and further 
information are available from Mr. Williston 
in Arts 034A. Final date for applications is 
October 1.

UNICEF tea
The spring UNICEF tea is being held at the 
home of Mrs. Elizabeth MacKinnon, 4 May- 
field Avenue on Tuesday, May 27 from 2—5 
p.m. Bring or buy homebaking. UNICEF year- 
round cards and notes will be for sale. It's 
all in aid of the world's children, many of 
whom face malnutrition and death from 
starvation.

Energy conservation
Substantial savings in energy have been made 
since conservation measures were introduced 
on campus in 1973. As an additional economy, 
President Winegard has approved a proposal 
to allow summer temperatures to reach a 
maximum of 26° C (78°F) in controllable 
areas. Cooling thermostats under user control 
should be set at 25°C (76°F) and room air 
conditioners at "low cool." R.D. Davis, 
chairman of the Energy Conservation Commit
tee, Trent Building, would be grateful for 
any suggestions for further action.

Colloquium speaker
Dr. Barbara Bunker from the Department 
of Psychology at the State University of New 
York at Buffalo will deliver a colloquium 
address on the Belfast intervention: inter
group processes in situations of intense 
conflict on Friday, May 23 at 1:30 p.m. in 
UC 441. She will discuss a workshop, arranged 
by Leonard Doob and others from Yale 
University, which brought together in 1972 
56 Catholic and Protestant citizens of Belfast 
and was led by a team of social scientists 
including Dr. Bunker.

Summer hours
The university has decided to again go onto summer hours from June 2 until August 30. The 
total daily and weekly hours will remain as at present but employee lunch periods may be 
reduced to a minimum of 30 minutes. Offices will remain staffed to an operationally acceptable 
level between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. The last mail pick up from all departments during 
the summer will be advanced one half hour.

Professor Leibbrandt.

Research grant
Professor George Leibbrandt, Mathematics 
and Statistics, has won a fellowship from the 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation in 
Bonn to pursue research in Germany during 
his sabbatical year. The fellowship, worth 
about $12,600, is one of approximately 400 
awarded annually by the foundation. Compe
tition is open to academics of all nationalities 
and in all disciplines who wish to carry out 
research projects in the Federal Republic of 
Germany.

Professor Leibbrandt will continue his 
research in mathematical physics at the Univer
sity of Hamburg which has a large and very 
active group of theoretical physicists working 
in related fields. He is currently doing research 
in quantum field theory, specifically quantum 
gravity, which deals with the quantization of 
Einstein's gravitational field. He is concerned 
with developing consistent and mathematically 
rigorous techniques for the gravitational 
interaction. Until a few years ago, mathemati
cal techniques were simply not sophisticated 
enough to deal with the complexities of this 
problem. A new technique called dimensional 
regularization has permitted a more accurate 
treatment of quantum gravity and has spurred 
research in this area.

Von Humboldt scholars may study for as 
long as four months of the year outside 
Germany. Professor Leibbrandt plans to spend 
most of his time in Hamburg, but he will also 
spend some time at other institutions in 
Europe.

University positions
Aspiring university administrators have a choice 
of east or west coast positions. Mount Allison 
in Sackville, New Brunswick is looking for 
a director of student affairs, a university 
graduate with teaching experience. Apply 
to Mount Allison search committee, c/o 
Harvey Gilmour, Mount Allison University.
The University of British Columbia in 
Vancouver is looking for a vice president of 
university development and a vice president 
of faculty and student affairs. For further 
information send curriculum vitae to Dr. 
Douglas T. Kenny, president designate, UBC, 
Vancouver, B.C. V6T 1W5.

Social interaction
The results of a students' diary kept on all 
social interactions of 10 minutes or more 
during a three day period will be discussed 
in a colloquium sponsored by the Psychology 
Department on Friday, May 30 at 12 noon in 
University Centre 442. Professor Ladd 
Wheeler of the Psychology Department at 
the University of Rochester will speak on 
life history and patterns of social interaction. 
The diary kept by college students included 
identity of people listed, their sex, intimacy 
and satisfaction with the interaction. Students 
also completed an extensive life history 
questionnaire. Results indicate a number of 
relationships between life experiences and 
current interaction patterns, which Professor 
Wheeler will discuss.

Metric change
To draw your attention to the speed with 
which Canada is going metric here is a list 
of target dates for conversion to the metric 
system of international units (SI). Other 
articles will follow in later editions of the 
News Bulletin.
1975— April — Temperature reports were 
converted to Celsius. Fall — Sugar to be pack
aged in metric sizes. September — Rain and 
snow reports will be given in SI (rain in mm, 
snow in cm).
1976 — Early 1976— Automobile speedo
meters to be marked in km. January — News
print and market pulp to be supplied in SI. — 
Metric scales in the retail trade to be intro
duced in three pilot conversion areas. March - 
Prepackaged fresh fruits and vegetables to be 
sold in SI. Summer — The Olympics to be 
conducted using metric units. September — 
Atmospheric pressure to be given in SI. — The 
shoe industry to convert to SI.
1977— January — Scales to be converted to 
SI in the food industry; conversion ends 
December, 1978. February — All grain sales 
to be conducted in SI. April — Visibility 
and wind speeds to be given in km/m and 
km/h. May — Textile orders to be booked 
in SI. July — Construction industry to be 
converted to SI. September — All road signs 
to be converted to SI.
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NEXT WEEK AT GUELPH

THURSDAY, MAY 22
Exhibitions — NOTE AND COIN COLLECTION, Canadian Imperial Bank of 
Commerce, UC Courtyard until June 2; DISPLAY OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
AND MANUSCRIPTS, instruments spanning the last 500 years and a collection of 
rare musical manuscripts, to the right of the Information Desk, McLaughlin Library, 
until May 25.
Meeting — IVCF, 7:30 p.m. 8th floor lounge, Arts.
Life Skills Hour — MANAGEMENT OF TIME, A.W. McInnis, Director of Dept. of 
Residences, 12 noon, UC 103. Bring your lunch.
National Film Board Shorts - THE EYE HEARS, THE EAR SEES, a film tracing 
the development of the Norman McLaren style, from his earliest to most recent 
films, 12 noon, UC 442. Bring your lunch.
Lecture — CHINA TODAY, John Small, Canadian ambassador to China and 
Vietnam, 8 p.m., Bot/Gen/Zoo B 130.
Spring convocation — 10 a.m. B.A. (general), B.Sc. (Human Kinetics); 2:30 p.m.
B.A. (honours), B.Comm., graduate studies.
Meeting - GUELPH STARGAZERS PUBLIC NIGHT, slides and tape telling 
history of astronomy 8 p.m. and 9 p.m.; call 821-2966 for further details and 
reservations.
Free Shakespeare Film — KING LEAR, 7:30 p.m., Phys. Sc. 105.
TV - SPOTLIGHT ON UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, Cable 8 at 6:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 23
Free Film — OTHELLO, Laurence Olivier, Maggie Smith, 8 p.m., Phys. Sc. 105.
Fair - MAY FAIR ARTISANS' EMPORIUM, 10 a.m. - 8 p.m., UC 001, to May 25. 
Colloquium - THE BELFAST INTERVENTION: INTERGROUP PROCESSES 
IN SITUATIONS OF INTENSE CONFLICT, Dr. Barbara Bunker, Psychology Dept., 
State University of New York at Buffalo, 1:30 p.m. UC 441.
Spring convocation — 10 a.m. B.Sc.(Agr), B.Sc. (earth and food science); 2:30 p.m. 
D.V.M., B.L.A., Associate Diploma in Agriculture, Ontario Diploma in Horticulture. 
Worship - JUMA PRAYERS, 1:15 p.m., Arts 306.
TV - SPOTLIGHT ON UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, Cable 8 at 5 p.m.

SUNDAY, MAY 25
Worship — PUJA, sponsored by the Hindu Cultural Society, 11 a.m., 8th floor 
lounge, Arts; RC MASS, 11 a.m., War Mem. Hall lounge; ZOHR PRAYERS AND 
QURANIC DISCUSSION (open to all), 9th floor lounge, Arts.

MONDAY, MAY 26
Conference — WILDLIFE IN URBAN CANADA, coordinated by the Office of 
Continuing Education, to May 30. Contact Office of Continuing Education, 3956 
or 3988 for details.
Women's Hour - MOTHER-CHILD RELATIONS, discussion at 12 noon, UC 103 
or outdoors.
Course - INTRODUCTION TO APL, Wendy Alford, 1:30 p.m., An.Sc. 141, con
tinues May 27 and 29. Call 3046 to register.
Course — INTRODUCTION TO SPSS, Nory Ison, 9 a.m., Comp, Sc. 212, continues 
May 28 and 30. Call 3046 to register.
TV-SPOTLIGHT ON UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, Cable 8 at 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 27
Meeting and Elections - EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, The Faculty 
Club of University of Guelph, election of directors, 8 p.m., Faculty Club.
Life Skills Hour - JOB HUNTING SKI LLS, A.P. Auger, Director of Career Plan
ning and Placement, 12 noon, UC 103; bring your lunch.
Tea — UNICEF TEA, bring and buy home baking, UNICEF cards on sale, 2—5 p.m., 
home of Mrs. Elizabeth MacKinnon, 4 Mayfield Ave.

Worship — NOON HOUR DEVOTIONAL, Chaplain Remkes Kooistra, 12 noon — 
12:20 p.m., UC Chapel, level 5. Bring along your lunch.
Meeting — DISCUSSION-FELLOWSHIP GROUP, sponsored by Chaplain Remkes 
Kooistra, 8 p.m., 9th floor lounge, Arts. All are welcome.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 28
Easy Wednesday - DAVID ARCHIBALD AND JIM GORDON, folk artists, 12 
noon, UC Courtyard; COFFEE HOUSE 8 p.m.—11 p.m., Centre Six Cafeteria, 
UC; guest artists, welcome to bring your own instruments. Admission free. 
Meeting — UGHA, 8 p.m., 9th floor lounge, Arts.
Meeting - CAMPUS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, 8 p.m., Arts 312. All invited.

THURSDAY, MAY 29
Concert - PERTH COUNTY CONSPIRACY DOES NOT EXIST, an evening's 
entertainment, 8 p.m., War Mem. Hall, $2.50 . Proceeds to World University 
Service Canada and Crossroads.
National Film Board Shorts - THE OWL AND THE LEMMING and ANGOTEE, 
two films about Eskimos, and WHAT ON EARTH, a Martian's view of Earth, 12 
noon, UC 442. Bring your lunch.
TV - SPOTLIGHT ON UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, Cable 8 at 6:15 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 30
Colloquium - LIFE HISTORY AND PATTERNS OF SOCIAL INTERACTION, 
Prof. Ladd Wheeler, Psychology Dept., University of Rochester, 12 noon, UC 442. 
Worship - JUMA PRAYERS, 1:15 p.m., Arts 306.
TV - SPOTLIGHT ON UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, Cable 8 at 5 p.m.

PERSONALS
FOR SALE
Champagne miniature poodle pups, 2615 or 824-0727; Car top carrier, Coleman 
double mantle lantern, 9' x 12' green shag carpet, 9' x 12' underpadding, runner, 
1966 Chevelle automatic, radio, in good condition, 821-1805; 1967 Fury III, body 
and motor, 3534, 821-3722; Chrome b & w kitchen table set, 821-9877; Smith- 
Corona 210 automatic typewriter, 3539 or 821-2716; Baby carriage (stroller, car 
bed comb.), playpen, changing table, high chair, crib, 823-2012; 2 pair new Loob 
Nevada Grand Prix ski bindings, 836-5025; 19" b/w portable Admiral TV with 
stand, 3881 or 824-7082; Table with 4 chairs, Ladies' dresser with mirror, 3016 or 
836-2830; Registered Irish Wolfhound pups, Dr. Dingwall, 2635 or 823-1777; Desk, 
frig, chest of drawers, box spring & mattress, Chris, 8186; '66 Chevelle Malibu with 
safety check, 2703 or 821-1226; Hand crafted colonial style hutch, 4 stile and 
rail doors with tinted glass, white porcelain pulls on drawers and doors, Danish oil 
finish, 824-8285; Kitchen table & 4 chairs, 3754; 5 concrete steps, 822-8701; Din
ing table, big chesterfield, umbrella, ironing bd.,roaster, size 14 blue coat, bath 
curtain, dishes, tri-light, Victor, 824-9845.

Job opportunities
Technician, Veterinary Microbiology and Immunology. Salary grade 7, salary 
range $150—$198.
Secretary to the Chairman, Veterinary Microbiology and Immunology. Salary grade 
4, salary range $114—$151.
Stenographer, Zoology. Salary grade 3, salary range $103—$137.
Secretary, Consumer Studies. Salary grade 4, salary range $114—$151.
Campus Programs Co-Ordinator, Student Affairs. Salary commensurate with 
qualifications and experience.
Library Associate, Veterinary Science Division. Salary grade 6, salary range $137— 
$181.
Secretary, Graduate Students Association, July and August, afternoons only, $3 
an hour. Apply GSA, 5th floor University Centre before June 1, Ext. 8169.

For further information please see bulletin boards or call Ext 3058 or 3059.

The News Bulletin is published every Thursday 
by the University of Guelph's Department of 
Information. News items must reach the editor, 
Mrs. Ann Middleton, Information Office, 4th floor 
East, University Centre in writing by noon Friday. 
Articles and news items may be quoted or 
reproduced in full.
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