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As you are aware. Dr. W.C. Winegard, 
President of the University of Guelph, last 
year made known to the University com
munity his wish to resign in June, 1975. 
Your Board of Governors acceded regret
fully to his wish, recognizing that his dis
tinguished leadership and personal vision 
had been, in large measure, responsible for 
developing during his presidency a truly 
integrated university from the previous 
Federated Colleges.

Under the University of Guelph Act your 
Board is responsible for the appointment of 
the President. A Presidential Search Com
mittee, representative of a wide range of 
university interests, was entrusted with the 
task of seeking a new president. That 
committee made a unanimous recom
mendation to the Board. The Board of 
Governors has accepted the recommen
dation and has today designated Professor 
Donald F. Forster as our next President 
and Vice Chancellor. His appointment 
will be effective July 1, 1975.

Professor Forster is well known to some 
of you as the Vice-President and Provost 
of the University of Toronto. He has held 
a succession of important positions at that 
University. In 1965 he was appointed, at 
the age of thirty-one, Executive Assistant to 
President Claude Bissell of the University 
of Toronto. From 1965 to 1967 he served 
as Executive Assistant to the President, 
from 1967 to 1971 as Vice Provost and 
Executive Assistant to the President.
In 1971 he was promoted to the position of 
Acting Vice-President (Academic) and 
Provost. In 1972 he was appointed Vice- 
President and Provost of the University of 
Toronto. In each of these senior academic 
administrative positions his work has con
sistently been characterized as excellent. 
During his administrative career he has 
continued to teach economics in the 
University's Department of Political 
Economy.

Professor Forster's training, achieve
ments, and experience admirably fit the 
needs of our university at this time.
Professor Forster shares our ambitions for 
the university. He appreciates our 
established strengths and the opportunities 
which lie before us. We believe that he 
can provide leadership at a time when all 
of us are determined to achieve excellence 
in every aspect of the University's 
activities. We believe that he can provide 
leadership at a time when stable enrolment

and budgetary restraints present new 
challenges. We believe that Professor 
Forster has the professional and personal 
qualities required to realize our aims and 
objectives.

Vice-President Forster, born in Toronto 
in 1934, was trained in the field of Political 
Science and Economics, He took his B.A. 
in 1956 at the University of Toronto and 
his A.M. from Harvard University in 1958. 
In 1956 he was a Woodrow Wilson Fellow 
and in 1957 was awarded an Imperial Oil 
Fellowship.

His rapid rise at the University of 
Toronto through the ranks of Lecturer 
(1960), Assistant Professor (1963), 
Associate Professor (1965), to Professor 
in 1970 at the age of 36 is clear evidence 
of his accomplishments as a teacher and 
his distinction as a scholar. He is co-editor 
(with M.H. Watkins) of Economics:
Canada, Toronto, 1963 and co-author (with 
M.A. Bienefeld) of Economics for Busi
ness, Toronto, 1964. He is co-author also, 
with J.W. Pickersgill, of three volumes of 
The MacKenzie King Record. In addition 
he has published many articles in the field 
of economics and political science. From 
1964 to 1967 he was Review Editor for the 
Canadian Journal of Economics and 
Political Science. From 1964 to 1970 he 
was Assistant Editor of the Canadian 
Annual Review. In 1970 he spent the 
summer as Economic Adviser to the 
Minister of Economic Affairs and Develop
ment Planning, Government of Tanzania.

In the eight years of Dr. Winegard's 
presidency we have seen remarkable 
change and growth on the campus — a 
vastly enlarged staff, faculty, and student 
body, the construction of many fine new 
buildings, and, most important of all, a 
marked growth in the range and quality of 
our academic programmes. President 
Winegard has built well and we thank him 
for it.

In the immediate future the University 
must capitalize on all these developments. 
The Board of Governors believes that 
President Designate Forster is eminently 
qualified to lead the University in making 
a unique contribution in this new and 
challenging era.

Chairman,
Board of Governors.


