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University study
oi language failures

U of G scientist involved in tendon research
group's research is to repair the sheath so that
the sliding motion is returned to normal.
It has been established that when a piece of
plastic rod is implanted under a chicken's
skin a sheath will form around it. This "pseu
dosheath" can then be used to replace a dam
aged sheath although the major problem of
the tendon fusing with this new sheath still
occurs at the point where sutures are placed.
Dr. Farkas has modified the placement of the
pseudosheath during repair surgery so that it
covers the tendon suture. This appears to
reduce the amount of fusion of sutured tendon
with adjacent areas, offering new hope for
tendon repair. Dr. Farkas has also designed
an apparatus for measuring the recovery of
the chicken's grasping ability following surgery,
permitting the scientist to accurately assess
the results.
Currently, Dr. Kelley is carrying out a series
Professor Sweeny is a consultant to the
of chemical studies on the normal chicken ten
Toronto hospital and will be conducting re
don while Professor Sweeny examines the ul
search on the ultrastructure of the tendon and
trastructure of the tissue. Dr. Farkas will per
its associated parts. The group will work with
form a series of surgical repairs of chicken ten
chickens since the fowl has grasping ability
dons, and the animals will be tested six weeks
similar to humans.
later to determine the success of the operation.
Others involved are at the Hospital for Sick
Then samples of the repaired tendons will be
Children. They are: Dr. Leslie G. Farkas, assis analyzed biochemically by Dr. Kelley and
tant scientist in the research institute; Dr.
ultrastructurally by Professor Sweeny.
William K. Lindsay, chief of the division of
In addition, full light microscopic investiga
plastic surgery; Dr. Hugh Thomson, a clinical
tions will be undertaken by Dr. B. Carpenter,
teacher in the department of surgery; Dr. J.
a pathologist at the hospital, and Dr. M. Heubert
Huber, chief of the department of pathology;
of the biophysics section will undertake thor
Dr. F.W. Kelley, a post-doctoral fellow in the
ough studies on the tensile strength of the nor
biochemical laboratory at the research institute; mal tendon sheath and that of the "pseudo
and Dr. Morley Herbert, associate scientist in
sheath".
the division of surgical research at the research
The aim of the research is to gain some in
institute. The object of their experiments is
sights into the chemistry and structure of the
to improve the results after the tendon surgery. normal parts of the tendon and sheath, to
Under normal conditions the tendon that
correlate the success of recovery from surgery
pulls on the bone slides through a sheath or
with the chemistry and structure of the system.
tube. If this is cut and thus damaged, the
If current research goes as planned, it is hoped
sheath and tendon heal together and the slid
that much of the guesswork will be removed
from tendon repair.
ing effect is lost. The major objective of the

The next time you pick up a pencil, dial the
phone, or curl your hand into a fist, consider:
each of these seemingly simple hand movements
requires the complex interaction of numerous
muscles and tendons. Of primary importance
are the tendons which are attached to the bones
of the fingers, enabling us to perform tasks
with the greatest dexterity. The severing of
one of these tendons, microbiology professor
P.R. Sweeny says, can lead to permanent dis
ablement of the hand since medical science
cannot guarantee that an operation will restore
the tendon. Professor Sweeny is working with
a recently formed group of researchers at the
Toronto Hospital for Sick Children which has
received $27,000 for the first year of a threeyear program to pursue experimental studies
in the repair of tendons. The grant is from
the Crippled Children's Society of Canada.

University of Guelph researchers are attempting
to develop an accurate method of diagnosing a
rare condition called the language failure syn
drome which prevents people from learning a
second language.
Dr. Don Upton, director of Psychological
Services, and languages chairman Margret
Andersen will be using information gathered
from questionnaires sent to language depart
ments of universities across Canada which ask
for information on students who appear to
have unexplainable problems in learning a
second language.
The syndrome makes attempting to learn
a second language an exercise in frustrationfrustration that may cause an otherwise good
student to seek psychiatric help. Developing
a testing technique for the syndrome will ob
viously be helpful for educators, but will also
be useful for organizations like the civil service
which sponsor courses in second languages for
its members. If people are shown to have the
syndrome, then there should be no reason for
money to be spent on language training for
them, or for penalties to be ascribed because
of poor performance in the language, Professor
Andersen commented.
Little work has been done on the syndrome,
and its cause is not yet known, but may be
physiological in nature. The centres in the
brain that are associated with learning a lan
guage just don't seem to be able to handle a
second one, though in some cases the syndrome
may show itself in an inability to write or read
a second language while some oral learning
abilities may exist.
The rare condition began to interest Dr.
Upton when students who were otherwise
IV.A. Stewart, minister of agriculture and food, officially opened the Centennial Arboretum Cen
doing well in school were unable to handle
tre at the end of Festival Week. "The Arboretum Centre embodies both the university's and the
introductory courses. The educational psyOAC's deep-rooted commitment to the balance between man and nature", the minister told a
crowd seeking shade under everything from centennial hats to university publications.
Continued on page 2
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FACULTY ACTIVITIES- - - - - - Professor C.A.V. Barker, Clinical studies, has recently
returned from Nigeria where he was external exam
iner in surgery and obstetrics at the Department of
Veterinary Medicine and Surgery, University of
Ibadan. This was his third succesive year as an ex
aminer of senior students in these subjects. Two
students were recommended for distinction.
Professor Barker also visited the Wellcome Institute
for the History of Medicine and the library of the
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in London,
England, in connection with research related to
the history of the Ontario Veterinary Association
and OVC.

Mrs. Margaret Beckman, Chief Librarian, attended
the recent Canadian Library Association confer
ence in Winnipeg, presenting one of the theme
speeches for the association. She also chaired the
first Library Buildings Institute of the Canadian
Association of Colleges and Universities and presen
ted a one day seminar on library planning.
Professor J.P. Liefeld, Consumer Studies, gave a sem
inar on human decision processes and social market
ing intervention in life styles to a group of branch
directors of Health & Welfare Canada, held in Ottawa.

Professor O.S. Atwal, Biomedical Sciences, attended
the Canadian Conference on Atmospheric Pollution
in Gravenhurst, where he presented an invited paper
on parathyroid response to ozone inhalation.
Professor B.A. McKeown, Zoology, recently attended
the Vllth International Symposium on Comparative
Endocrinology at Tsavo Park in Kenya. He presented
an invited paper on recent studies on hypothalamic
control of prolactin and thyrotropin secretion in
teleosts.

Professor H.D. Ayers, Engineering, has been appointed
to an Adhoc Committee of Agriculture Canada on the
Need for Coordination in Food Processing Research.

Professor J.C. Alexander, Nutrition, attended the 17th
annual meeting of the Canadian Federation of Bio
logical Societies at McMaster University in Hamilton.
He presented a Paper on liver lipid biosynthesis by
essential fatty acid deficient rats fed cis or trans oleic
acid. L.S. Guo was a co-author.

Professor Joanna Boehnert, recently gave the com
mencement address to the 1974 graduating class of
Rutland High School in Rutland, Vermont.

N.A. Brown and Y. Cho, science division, Library, re
cently attended the SLA annual conference in Toronto.
G. Pal, science division, Library, attended the AGARD
lecture series in Ottawa on how to obtain information
in different fields of science and technology. He also
attended the SLA annual conference in Toronto.

Professor Weldon Findlay, Agricultural Economics
and Extension Education, was re-elected chairman of
the Ontario division of the Community Planning As
sociation of Canada for 1974—75 at the spring forum
of the CP AC in Toronto. Also at that meeting,
Professor Findlay and Professor Fred Dahms of Geo
graphy participated in panel debates on the public
interest in land use.
Professor D.J. Blackburn, Agricultural Economics and
Extension Education, spent June as visiting professor
at Dalhousie University, where he taught a graduate
course on program planning and evaluation in con
tinuing education.

Professor David Yeung, Family Studies, attended a
nutrition education workshop at the University of
British Columbia recently.
Professor B. Kelly, Geography, has been elected to
the executive board of the Canadian Association of
South Asian Studies at their annual conference in
Toronto. Part of his job is to familiarize University
of Guelph faculty, staff and students with this organ
ization.
Calvin Evans, Library, attended the reference update
session of the Special Libraries Association held in
Toronto to update participants on new reference
services in the social sciences, humanities, science
and engineering. Discussion included computer-based
services.

Ellen Pearson, Library, recently attended the third
mid-year meeting of the American Society for Infor
mation Science at the University of Pittsburgh, Johns
town campus. Sessions were devoted to on-line enqui
ry of machine-readable data bases such as CAIN, ERIC
Psychological Abstracts, COMPENDEX, INSPEC and
GED—REF. Preliminary arrangements were made to
give the University of Guelph Library access to these
systems.

Lou Harris leaves
Lou Harris, manager of the university's faculty
club since its inception in 1968, is leaving that
position in mid-August. He plans to spend
his time travelling and enjoying the winters in
his Clearwater, Florida,mobile home.
Mr. Harris' involvement with the faculty
club culminated a long and interesting career
in the hospitality profession. Born and edu
cated in England, he decided to become a ca
terer on ocean liners after he learned that jobs
were scarce in his chosen profession of teaching.
During the next few years he worked in three
countries — Spain, France and the United
States — and owned five hotels in England at
different times. Mr. Harris came to Canada
after the 2nd World War and has been in the
club business here ever since.
He was selected from among 38 applicants
for the manager's position in 1968. In three
days he managed to set up a constitution and
formulate house rules. The club obtained li
quor licences on a day-to-day basis until 1969
when it received a full liquor licence.
This fall Mr. Harris plans to attend a confer
ence at Banff for World Cooks, the first time
that the group has held a meeting outside
Europe, after a visit to England in September.
After the faculty club moves to the new Uni
versity Centre it will come under the joint di
rection of Guy Jeans, the current club steward
and Mrs. Ivy Pride, the club accountant.
Continued from page 1

chiatrist found that even the strongest moti
vation and hard work could not help these
students to improve their dismal performance
in the courses. Professor Andersen and Dr.
Upton began working together on the problem
several months ago, the syndrome being of
great interest both from the psychological and
the educational point of view.
Professor Andersen recently gave a paper on
their work to a session in psycho-socio linguis
tics at a meeting of the International Federation
of Teachers of French in Montreal. She warns,
however, that the syndrome is so rare that it
just won't do as an excuse for most students
doing poorly in her department's courses.

CAMPUS BRIEFS
U of T appointment

Bowling league

A former member of the board of governors
of the University of Guelph has been chosen
for membership on the governing council of
the University of Toronto. Mrs. Dorothy
Walden, a Toronto graduate, was a member
of our board from February, 1965, until
January, 1974.

The university bowling league fall semester ac
tivities begin on Tuesday, September 3 at the
Sportsman Bowlerama. All staff and faculty
interested in bowling are invited to come. Con
tact E.M. Irving, Arts 038, before the season
begins.

Artists' managers
The Ontario Arts Council will provide subsid
ies up to $7,500 to help prospective artists'
managers set up a business. The council will
also provide help with establishing contacts
with artists and employers; it is prepared to
subsidize as many as three people. At present
there are no full-time managers in this field in
Ontario. Anyone interested should contact
the Music Office, Ontario Arts Council, 151
Bloor St. W. Toronto, M5S 1T6. Successful
candidates will be announced at Contact '74,
the Ontario Arts Council's annual showcase of
talent, October 4—6 in Toronto.

Wanted-100 garter snakes
Steve Sibalis, a graduate student in zoology,
needs snakes. And he's choosy. He only wants
garter snakes (they're the ones with a black
background and three longitudinal yellow
stripes — one on each side and one down the
middle of the back), and only those over 15"
long. He will pay $1 a snake. And if you
don't want to handle them, he will even col
lect the snakes himself if anyone knows a
good spot. Garter snakes are usually found
in grassy areas near streams and rivers. Mr.
Sibalis plans to conduct an M.Sc. study on
snakes' physiological reactions to diving. He
can be reached at Ext. 8364 in the Zoology
building or at home at 824-9487.

Pipeline material
The library has a growing collection of infor
mation on the proposed arctic gas pipeline.
Exhibits submitted to the government by
Canadian Arctic Gas Pipeline Limited in sup
port of their applications have been deposited
in the Documentation Centre. The material
includes statements on the regional socio-ec
onomic and environmental impact on the pro
posed pipeline route, as well as detailed bio
logical reports, charts and plans of the route.
More material will be added to the collection
as the rest of the company's reports become
available. The Library also has the publications
of the Canadian government's task force on
northern oil development from an environment
al social point of view. Both collections are
housed in the Documentation Centre in the
basement of the library.

Shock hazard
The safety office has received notification that
some Hewlett Packard Model No. 419A D.C.
null volt ammeters can present a potential
shock hazard. Persons using such instruments
are requested to contact the safety office at
Ext. 3132.

Appointment
David Butler has taken
on the new position of
director of the Univer
sity Centre which will
open in September
(some offices will move
into the almost-comp
leted building late in
August, while the top
floors will not be oc
cupied until late-September or October). He
is a graduate of the University of Windsor
where he received a B.A. in psychology in
1969, and Wayne State University where he
did the work for a master's degree in guidance
and counselling, just being completed.
Mr. Butler had considerable experience work
ing with students and in community service
during his years in Windsor, and for the past
year he has worked as placement director for
Sir Sandford Fleming College in Peterborough.
While at the University of Windsor he was
at various times director of public relations,
pub manager and vice-president of the students'
council, director of tours and tour guides and
orientation co-director. He also worked at St.
Clair College in Windsor for five years as dir
ector of student activities, human potential
specialist, instructor in leadership skills and
director of community services at the School
of Continuing Education.
Mr. Butler's office will be on the second
level of the University Centre as of August 15.
His office now is in Engineering 325 and his
phone number is Ext. 2652.

Visitors
J.B. Odunton and P.M. Aryeetey of the Schol
arships Secretariat of Ghana visited the univer
sity recently. They are visiting a number of
universities in Canada reviewing the arrange
ments of Ghanaian scholarship students.

Students and faculty honored Professor Masters
on his retirement from the History Department.
From left: back row, John Baker, a student
and member of the History Club; Bob Bawtinheimer, M.A. student; front row, department
chairman Margaret Evans, Professor Masters.

Historian retirestaught 36 years
Professor D.C. Masters, one of the original mem
bers of the university's History Department,
retires next week.
Undergraduate and graduate students recent
ly held a testimonial dinner, attended by 125
people for Professor Masters. Students and
members of the department are also raising
funds now for a D.C. Masters history scholar
ship. "He was a good teacher, he inspired a
lot of people's interest in history," one col
league commented.
Professor Masters will start his retirement
at Simon Fraser University where he will be
a visiting professor for one year, also comple
ting his two-volume work on Canadian intel
lectual history.
One of the first generation of professional
Canadian historians whose area of specializa
tion is Canadian history, he was made a Fel
low of the Royal Society of Canada in 1953
in recognition of the work he has done in his
field. In his 36 years of teaching Professor
Masters has found the time to write an im
pressive number of books, articles, pamphlets,
and papers, as well as give radio talks, on all
aspects of Canadian History. He joined the
Guelph faculty in 1966 after teaching at
Queen's University, Kingston, United College,
Winnipeg, and Bishop's University, Lennoxville,
where he was head of the history department.
Born at Shelburne, Ontariq in 1908, the
son of an Anglican minister, Professor Masters
received his M.A. in History at the University
of Toronto in 1931 and his Ph.D. in Colonial
History at Oxford University in 1935.

PERSONALS- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

NEXT WEEK AT GUELPH
THURSDAY, JULY 25
Exhibitions - OAC CENTENNIAL EXHIBITIONS AND HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE PERMANENT UNIVERSITY COLLECTION OF CANADIAN ART, McLau
ghlin Library until Sept. 15. 19TH CENTURY HAND TOOLS, Arts Building main
floor until Sept. 5.
Meeting - INTERVARSITY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP, 7:30 p.m., 5th floor Arts
lounge.
T.V. - SPOTLIGHT ON UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, Cable 8 at 6:15 p.m.

FOR SALE — 12 string Yamaha guitar, hard shell case, 823-5105; Double bed, sin
gle bed, writing table, b/w TV, Ext 3326; Crib, 824-6278; '68 Mercury cyclone V8,
power steering and brakes, 822-6062; Rodenstein refractor telescope 140X,821-3925;
'73 Fiat 128, Ext 2761 or 823-5667; Dual automatic turntable, Ext 3529 or 8241918; Queen size box spring and mattress, dresser, 821-3884; 3 yr. old pony, 8223138; '72 MGB, 822-1077; Zenith 17" color TV, 9x12 green rug, stereo equipment;,
kitchen table and chairs, lamps, 821-9295 or Ext 2171; 68 Volks, 823-2784.
MISCELLANEOUS - Ride wanted to Nova Scotia first week in August (end of
semester), Ritchie McMurray, Ext 3953; IBM "belt" dictating unit wanted, Ext
3917; 6 wk. old pups free, 821-8050 or Dave at Ext. 3098.
HOUSING — Furnished apt needed July 26 — Aug 26, 824-6095; Small one bedroom
apt to sublet from Aug 1 or 15, 822-8295.

FRIDAY, JULY 26
Worship - MUSLIM JUMA PRAYER, 1 p.m., Arts 313.
T.V. - SPOTLIGHT ON UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH, Cable 8 at 5 p.m.

Three centennial medals presented

Three OAC Centennial medals were presented during the last week, two
of them at the International Farm Management Meeting on campus, the
SUNDAY, JULY 28
other at the Junior Farmers' Reunion at Cookstown on the weekend.
Embro dairy farmer Charles Munro and agricultural economist Howard
Workshop — HYDROLOGIC MODELLING, advanced seminar on the application
Patterson both received their awards at the farm management dinner.
of new knowledge on hydrologic (water) problems. Contact Ross Irwin, Engineering. Mr. Munro was saluted as "an outstanding agricultural leader, for his
Film — BLACKMAIL, sponsored by India Students' Association, 2:30 p.m. War Mem contributions at the local provincial, national and international levels".
orial Hall, members $1.75, others $2.25.
In addition to serving as president of both the OF A and the CFA, he
Worship — PUJA, sponsored by the Hindu Cultural Society, 11 a.m., 8th floor lounge
is a director of the Canadian Hunger Foundation, a member of the
Arts; Students Christian worship service, 9:30 a.m., 9th floor lounge arts; R.C.
Mass, 11 a.m., War Mem Lounge; Muslim Zuhr Prayer and Quranic Discussion, 1 p.m., British-North American Committee and was leader of the government
mission to China.
9th floor lounge Arts, open to all.
Dr. Patterson, director of the Farm Economics and Statistics Branch
of the Ontario Department of Agriculture until his retirement in 1969,
TUESDAY, JULY 30
is the author of numerous bulletins and articles on the economics of
Meeting — BAHA'I CLUB, 9 p.m.. Arts 132, fireside.
production and marketing of agricultural commodities. Over the years
he has assisted in economic programs on this campus.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 31
Ross Beattie, owner with his brother Irvine of Beattie Brothers Farms
Ltd. near Stayner, received his award at the Junior Farmers' Reunion in
Meeting - UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH HOMOPHILE ASSOCIATION, 8 p.m., 9th
Cookstown. Mr. Beattie was an active member of the Junior Farmers
floor lounge, Arts.
during the forties and president of the Ontario association in 1949 —
Meeting - BAPTIST CAMPUS FELLOWSHIP, 8:30 p.m., Canadian Room, 2nd
50. The 1500 acre Beattie Farms market more than 5000 head of beef
floor library.
cattle a year. Their operation has been used as a teaching laboratory
for students and a place of call for extension groups from the univer
sity. Mr. Beattie is a former president and director of the Ontario Beef
Improvement Association.
Tape, disk & stock control clerk, Computer Operations, salary grade 4, salary range:

JOB OPPORTUNITIES------------------

$103 to $136.
Post-doctoral fellow, Chemistry, salary: $8,500 p.a.
Clerk typist, Central Animal Laboratory Facility, salary grade 3, salary range: $93
to $123.
Stenographer, Human Kinetics, Biological Science, salary grade 3, salary range: $93
to $123.
Clerk Typist, Mathematics and Statistics, Physical Science, salary grade 2, salary
range: $85 to $112.
Custodian 1, Housekeeping Department, starting rate $2.87, six month rate:$3.18.
Custodian 2, Housekeeping Department, starting rate $3.12, six month rate:$3.45.
Program coordinator, Dept. of Athletics (School of Physical Education), Salary
grade 7, range: $135 to $178.

For further information please see bulletin board or call Extension 3058 or 3059.

Programmer
As part of the Information Systems group, Institute of Computer Science, the appli
cant will be responsible for programming and system maintenance for data proces
sing applications in academic areas. The successful applicant who must have know
ledge of PL/1 or COBOL and be conversant with FORTRAN, will participate in
the training activities and technical counselling service responsible for assisting ac
ademic users. University degree preferred.

Sizing up of three porkers at the judging school for hog breeders and
extension personnel, arranged by animal science professor W.R. Usborne
and Arkell swine manager Fred BowIand.
Postage-Paid-In-Cash At Third Class Rates Permit 721, Guelph, Ontario.
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