
Of all the great musicians in the world,
Yehudi Menuhin is the ideal artist to open
the Guelph Spring Festival. Not only is he one
of the greatest living violinists; he is also the
founder of three music festivals in Europe.
A child prodigy himself, he has established
also a school for children who are musically
gifted. He epitomizes in his own career,
therefore, the hopes and dreams of the
founders of the Guelph Spring Festival.

Each year the Festival tries to bring to
Guelph the best musicians in the world so
that Canadians may have an opportunity to
judge their own artists by international
standards. The Festival thus enables us to
appreciate the fact that many Canadian
artists are as great as any in their field. It
also enables Canadian musicians to perform in
an atmosphere in which the best is expected,
and therefore gives them an opportunity to
rise to the challenge of excellence. And, as with
the festivals established by Menuhin at Bath
and Windsor in England and Gstaad in
Switzerland, the result of these very serious
aims is an amazing amount of delightful music.

The 1974 Guelph Spring Festival will also
reach out into the schools of Guelph with
the assistance of Festival Ontario. A
"Museumobile", set up by the Royal Ontario
Museum with archeological displays accomp-
anied by trained demonstrators, will tour
the high schools and on weekends be on
display for the general public. So will a Book
Bus containing an exhibition of Canadian
publications. A Miniature Science Centre
will be set up at G.C.V.I. for students and
kept open until 10 p.m. for the public.
Scientific demonstrators will travel from
school to school giving entertaining but

primarily educational demonstrations of
scientific principles. In addition, special
films will be circulated in the schools, and
there will be a "Film Festival of Laughter"
in downtown Guelph presenting classic film
comedies. The Guelph Spring Festival will
offer for children two performances by the
Canadian Puppet Festivals, and a delightful
and educational afternoon of Renaissance
music by the Huggett Family.

Menuhin has won many honours for his
artistic and humanitarian accomplishments.
For example, in recognition of his
performances for the military of many
countries, in hospitals, for charities, during
and following the Second World War, France
presented him with the Cross of Lorraine,
and made him both Chevalier of the Order of
Arts and Letters and the youngest recipient
of the French Legion of Honor.

The Guelph Spring Festival cannot aspire
to the honours awarded to Yehudi Menuhin
for his courage and generosity with his
talent during World War II, but it can and
does aspire to his standards of musical
excellence and his concern for the artistic
needs of the community.

Like Menuhin also, the Edward Johnson
Music Foundation which sponsors the Guelph
Spring Festival, assists talented young
musicians by giving them scholarships. In the
past three years, more than twenty awards have
been made. In addition, the Foundation has
set up a Scholarship Endowment Fund to
provide substantial scholarships which will
enable promising young Canadians to benefit
from the best musical training available. The
1974 scholarship concert on May 13 will
feature Lois Marshall and Anton Kuerti.



Yehudi Menuhin opens the 1974 Guelph
Spring Festival with a recital that includes
Brahms, Beethoven, and the world premiere
of "Music for Violin Solo" by Harry Somers.
Mario Bernardi will both conduct and
perform as piano soloist with the National
Arts Centre Orchestra on April 28 in an
evening devoted to Mozart. The performance
of the Orford Quartet on May 3 with Gary
Karr, string bass, and Jean-Paul Sevilla, piano,
features the delightful chamber music of
Schubert.

For the children, The Canadian Puppet
Festivals bring two performances of
Pinocchio on May 1st. The Film Festival
of Laughter features classic film comedies by
Charlie Chaplin, Buster Keaton, and Laurel
and Hardy as well as by W. C. Fields and Mae
West. The Huggett Family on May 5 will
sing, dance and play musical instruments of
the Renaissance in a performance that
demonstrates the origins of folk music.

The rich warm contralto voice of Maureen
Forrester is heard on May 7 in a recital that
ranges from Bach and Handel to spirituals of
to-day from Godspell and Jesus Christ
Superstar. The Toronto Dance Theatre
demonstrates its virtuosity with serious
spiritual works and witty satire on May 10.
In "A Night of Bel Canto", soprano Maria
Pellegrini and baritone Louis Quilico combine
their talents in lyrical operatic arias. On May
12 Elmer Iseler will direct the 180 voice Toront
Mendelssohn Choir and the N.A.C. Orchestra
in a glorious evening of Monteverdi and Handel.
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Patricia Rideout Titian's Rape of Lucretia

"My heart is innocent and death will be my

witness." — Livy

"The Rape of Lucretia" was Benjamin
Britten's first attempt to write a full-scale
opera using only the resources available to
composers of the 17th and 18th centuries.
With only eight singers, twelve players and
an accompanist/conductor, Britten was able
to recreate the classical story of the
destruction of beauty and virtue with great
emotional intensity.

The Male Chorus and Female Chorus set
the scenes, establish the characters and
comment on the action. Their major
responsibility is to present this event in
pagan Roman history through 20th century
Christian eyes; they point out the univer-
sality of evil, the struggle of all societies to
control this destructive force, and the power
of Christian love and compassion to heal
sorrow.

Jon Vickers as the Male Chorus leads a
distinguished Canadian cast: Lyn Vernon
as the Female Chorus; Allan Monk as the
evil prince, Tarquinius; Patricia Rideout as
Lucretia; Claude Corbeil as her sorrowing
husband, Collatinus; Ruth Ann Archibald as
Bianca and Elizabeth Straus as Lucia,
servants to Lucretia; Alexander Gray as
Junius, a jealous officer. The Guelph
production will be staged by Colin Graham
of Covent Garden and the Aldeburgh Festival
and designed by William Lord. Musical
Director is Nicholas Goldschmidt, Artistic
Director of the Guelph Spring Festival.
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FESTIVAL ART EXHIBITIONS

*Permanence and Change — Photographs of rural Ontario by David
Nasby, April 5 — 23, McLaughlin Library, University of Guelph.

*E. Grace Coombs Exhibition — Grace Coombs' work shows her
excellence as a colourist with great feeling for the outdoors.
Sponsored by Guelph Creative Arts Assoc., April 26 — May 12,
Guelph Public Library.

*Ontario Crafts — An Exhibition of crafts Ontario craftsmen
selected by the Canadian Guild of Crafts, April 26 — May 12,
Guelph Public Library.

*Youth Art '74 — An Exhibition of Wellington County Public
School and separate school student art from Kindergarten to Grade
XIII. Sponsored by the Wellington County Board of Education,
April 28 — May 20, Arts Building, University of Guelph.

*19th & 20th Century Canadian Paintings from the Art Gallery of
Hamilton — Paintings by Krieghoff, Morrice, Cullen, Lawren Harris,
MacDonald, Jackson, Borduas, Riopelle & others, April 28 - June 2,
McLaughlin Library, University of Guelph.
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