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Pollution Probe
Crews of Guelph residents 
and students from the Uni
versity waded knee deep in 
the Speed River last weekend, 
pulling out scrap metal, pop 
bottles and cans, and even a 
refrigerator. They were 
participating in the Speed 
River clean-up sponsored by 
Pollution Probe of Guelph. 
Through this clean-up, Pol
lution Probe wants to un
cover the natural beauty of 
the Speed River and its 
banks, and demonstrate its 
potential as a recreation 
area.

Earlier in the summer, 
housewives in selected parts 
of Guelph saved newspapers 
and glass for a pilot waste
recycling program, also 
sponsored by Pollution 
Probe. At month's end, 
the collection of recycle- 
able wastes yielded about 
eight tons of newspaper, 
which was sold to a box 
manufacturer; and three 
tons of glass which was 
sold to Dominion Glass in 
Toronto for melting down 
and reuse.

These two projects are 
only a sample of the activ
ities of Pollution Probe, a

River cleanup.

group which seeks to pre
sent realistic alternatives 
to pollution and to prevent 
the unwise use of natural re
sources. Pollution Probe of 
Guelph operates out of an 
office at the University 
(room 106 Massey Hall), 
but its members hail from a 
wide cross section of the 
community, including uni
versity staff members, 
faculty and students as well 
as other Guelph residents.

Pollution Probe of Guelph 
is part of a provincial and na
tional ecology group which 
has successfully wielded 
political influence at the 
federal and provincial levels. 
Their lobbying, for example, 
brought about major amend
ments to Bill 94, an act to 
protect the natural environ
ment. Pollution Probe re
presentatives have also dis
cussed the sale of natural 
resources with several federal 
ministers. On the provincial 
level, Pollution Probe re
presentatives, including 
Bruce Cooley of Guelph, re
cently discussed environ
mental issues with Premier 
Davis over picnic lunch on 
the lawn at Queen's Park.

- an unemotional, factual

Since Pollution Probe of 
Guelph was established, its 
members have engaged in 
many city-oriented projects. 
They were instrumental in 
bringing about restrictive 
legislation against snow
mobiles. They suggested 
to city council the estab
lishment of a city pollution 
education committee com
posed of members from all 
sectors of Guelph's popula
tion. This committee has 
since been formed. And they 
modified a pollution education 
kit, originally assembled by 
Pollution Probe of Toronto, 
for use in Guelph high 
schools.

City-oriented ACTION 
projects have dominated 
the group's summer activities. 
Besides waste recycling and 
the river cleanup, the group 
undertook a noise and trans
portation study and a public 
and industrial attitudes survey. 
Coordinating these summer 
projects were seven students, 
supported by grants from 
the Federal Opportunities 
for Youth program, through

The Canadian Association 
on Human Environ ment. 
An eighth semester stud
ent, supported by a grant 
from the John Labatt 
Company, has acted as 
over-all  coordinator and as 
Guelph’s  liaison with other 
anti-pollu tion groups in 
the  province. 

The summer projects, 
involving activiti es during 
the su mmer months, will 
also result in  suggestions 
for further work, and will 
entail a follow-up by 
Pollution Probe throughout 
the year. Waste recy
cling, for example, was a 
pilot study to determine 
if  the response to waste 
recycling  would be good 
enough to warrant a regular 
program in Guelph. Brock 
Cheadle,  coordinator of 
the project, will suggest 
to city council ways of 
implementing a permanent 
waste- recycling program 
in Guelph. The 

river  clean-up, or 
streambank project, is 
part of a larger study on
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lal, scientific approach to the problem

water quality, which in
volves a survey of home- 
owners whose property 
borders the Speed River 
to determine their response 
to a park development. 
Another related survey has 
asked Guelph citizens 
whether Guelph has 
enough park facilities. As 
a result of these surveys 
and the cleanup, Margot 
Renolds, coordinator of 
this project, will make a 
submission to city hall re
commending that the river 
banks be cleaned and con
verted to parkland.

Another aspect of the 
water quality study in
volves an intensive review 
of the proposed Grand 
River Conservation Author
ity dam north of Guelph. 
Joe Oatman, a student in 
biology, has carried out the 
study of the literature and 
will present his findings to 
governmental agencies in
volved in the project. This 
study questions the assump
tions behind the construc
tion of the dam and eval

uates the effect it will have 
on Guelph.

Through a public at
titude survey, conducted 
by Ian Martin and Cathy 
Maitland, Pollution Probe 
hopes to determine the 
level of public and indus
trial awareness to pollu
tion and willingness to 
cooperate in pollution 
abatement. For the survey, 
the two coordinators ques
tioned a random sampling 
of Guelph residents and 
sent questionnaires to the 
25 largest industries in 
Guelph.

For many Guelph res
idents, the most important 
summer project was a Noise 
and Transportation study. 
After surveying Guelph 
residents to find the major 
noise problems and taking 
decimeter readings of of
fensive noise sources, co
ordinator Jean Smith 
wil, make specific re
commendations to city 
council for more restrictive 
noise by-laws. Because most 
noise problems seems to stem 
from motor vehicle traffic 
(especially trucks, motor
cycles and snowmobiles), 
another part of this study 
entailed questioning the

Who pays for pollution?

philosophy of public trans
portation and the city's role 
in providing such trans
portation. Doug Rogers, 
coordinator, will make 
recommendations for 
expansion and improve
ment of public trans
portation, which could 
ultimately encourage 
Guelph residents to use 
buses instead of their 
cars.

Although the summer 
projects are drawing to a 
close, the complete report, 
to be published in September 
will present recommendations 
for Pollution Probe to pursue 
throughout the year. The 
projects have had visible 
short range benefits for 
Guelph, but will also 
bring about long-range 
changes. Pollution 
Probe has been successful 
in such projects because of 
its unemotional, factual 
approach, based on scientific 
research; its practice of sug
gesting several workable 
alternatives; and by under
taking action programs as 
well as serving as a political 
lobby.

Photos courtesy Guelph Daily 
Mercury and Dave Bates.



4

NEXT WEEK AT GUELPH
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12

School Can-Am Hockey school continues through the week.
Conference Focolar Movement here. Continues through the week.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15

Open House

Concert

Show

Conference

Engineering building open for the ASAE meetings. All interested persons welcome to tour 
the building from 7 to 8 p.m.
Guelph Concert Band will entertain at Creelman Plaza from 8 to 9 p.m. as part of the ASAE 
conference. Everyone welcome.

Celebration of the 24th anniversary of India's Independence Day. Documentaries on 
Indian culture, patriotic songs, music and Indian snacks. All welcome. War Memorial 
Hall, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the India Students' Association.

American Society of Agricultural Engineers, continues to August 18.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19

Meeting Seed Plant Operators, Crop Science building. Room 121, 8 to 5 p.m.

Present books to OVC library

Radio Gryphon
now available
to Guelph homes
University of Guelph's own radio station,
Radio Gryphon, now boasts a city-wide 
audience. All Cable FM subscribers in the 
City of Guelph, can now tune in Radio Gryphon 
on 104.1 MHz.

The University station, which is manned by 
students, faculty and staff, began broadcasting 
over the cable network Monday, August 9.
With a varied format featuring a wide variety 
of music, editorials, and information, Radio 
Gryphon takes to the airwaves (or more 
accurately, the cablewaves) from 2 p.m. to 
2 a.m. seven days a week. Campus listeners of 
course, can hear the station in many of the 
dining halls and lounges throughout the Uni
versity.

Gryphon's program directors are planning 
an even better broadcast day in the fall, with 
such features as play-by-play of all home foot
ball games, radio plays, information of events 
on and off campus, and editorial opinion shows. 
The campus closed circuit system will also be 
expanded at this time.

Visitors
Some 40 teenagers visited the University of 
Guelph campus August 9, They were all Pony 
Club members from a number of countries in 
the Pacific area, including Japan and New 
Zealand, and will be competing in the Inter- 
Pacific Games against North and South 
American riders.

While on campus, the young visitors toured 
the teaching and research facilities of the 
Ontario Veterinary College, especially that 
part concerned with horses.

The class of '61, Ontario Veterinary College, recently donated four reference books to the 
McNabb Memorial Library, OVC, in memory of a classmate, Dr. R.P. Gruger. Dr. Gruger, a 
native of British Columbia, is best known for his contribution to the livestock industry while 
working in the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory in Abbotsford, B.C. Members of the class 
of '61 who are presently at the College, back row, Dr. O. Slocombe, Dr. B. Bulmer and Dr.
Ron Downey and Dr. R.A. Curtis (seated,right), are shown presenting the books to the chair
man of the library committee, Dr. B. McSherry (seated, left) and the Dean of O VC, Dr. D. Howell 
(standing, second from right).

PERSONALS
For Rent — 4 bedroom house, University area.
Sept. 1. Ext. 2183.
For Sale — 2 affectionate, non-registered German 
Shepherd pups. 821-2458.

Wanted — couple interested in living in London, 
England suburb to look after garden and house 
in return for salary and separate accommodation 
in cottage nearby. Call Mrs. Edith Kidd, ext. 3144. 
For Sale — 40-foot T.V. antenna. 822-4359 or 
Ext. 3919.

For Sale — '67 Envoy, Ext. 3735 or 3654.
For Sale — set of standard-sized bed springs. Glenn 
at Ext. 3923 or 823-1256.
For Sale — single bed, headboard and box spring. 
821-5096.
For Rent — 1 bedroom apt. near Y.M.C.A. 824-4959. 
For Sale — pedigreed Bulldog pups. 824-8293. 
Wanted — used woman's bicycle. 824-8293.
Sublet — two-bedroom apartment available 
October 1. 821-1297 after 5 p.m.

Holiday
The University of Guelph will observe 
Labor Day on Monday, September 6, 
1971.

The University will resume normal 
operations on Tuesday, September 7, 
1971.

The holiday schedules for members 
of departments that must carry on a 
continuous operation will be announc
ed by the supervisors concerned.

The News Bulletin is published by the 
Department of Information and edited 
by Mrs. Betty Keeling. Copy for the next, 
edition must reach the editor, Room 361, 
McLaughlin Library, not later than noon 
Friday, August 13, 1971. Any material 
from this bulletin may be freely quoted.


