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La maison francaise ... an experiment examined

La Maison Francaise students pose during party m residence.

As renovation work begins in Watson Hall, 
it is perhaps a fitting moment to reflect upon 
the experiment that has been conducted 
there during the last two semesters.

It should be common knowledge by now 
that since September 1969 there has been in 
existence on this campus the only "full-time, 
co-educational, French-language-speaking, 
student residence" in Canada. As activity 
abates during the summer recess, it is time 
to report upon, and take stock of, the aims 
and achievements of the project.

Any examination of the Maison must make 
provision for the dual nature of its existence: 
it is both an academic venture and a residen
tial experiment. It is in this light that any claims 
to success or admission of failure, must be 
viewed.

The idea of providing a French language 
house sprang from discussions between mem
bers of the Languages Department. At the 
instigation of Chairman R. A. Barrell, a com
mittee of three members was set up in Spring 
1968 to investigate the possibility of opening 
a language house or houses in the Fall. (By 
this time the idea had expanded to include 
Spanish and German houses.)

The Committee approached the Provost,
Paul Gilmor, with their suggestion which was 
received with high enthusiasm by both himself 
and Mr. Edward Boland, Director of Residence 
Life and Housing. It should be appreciated 
that it was largely through the generous efforts 
of these two gentlemen that the Maison Fran
caise project became a reality. They placed 
at the disposal of the Committee two houses

— Young and Sullivan — which were to be
come the Maisons Francaises for women and 
men respectively.

From these very modest beginnings the 
idea has expanded rapidly. Noting the ap
parent success of the experiment, the Admin
istration offered to place Watson Hall at 
the disposal of the French Section and plans 
were worked out to enable some forty stu
dents, men and women, to take up residence 
in September 1969. At the same time two 
members of the teaching staff, Jacqueline and 
Allen Martin, moved in to help supervise the 
activities. The material success of the experi
ment was officially consecrated at an official 
opening during French Week (October 26 - 31) 
attended by President Winegard and other 
Faculty members.

The physical reality of a French language 
house seems assured, then. But what other 
contributions, possibly spiritual, has it made
— if any?

It will be obvious, if not even ridiculous, to 
say that for forty or more students — France, 
Quebec and the French language "as she is 
spoken" must have become much more real. 
For some this reality has proved a little over
awing and they have preferred the tactic of 
the oyster as far as involvement is concerned. 
But for most of the students the answer to 
the question "Do you really speak French?" 
is "Yes!" (or "oui" depending upon how well 
you understand the finer points of the lang
uage of course).

In connection with the spoken word, the 
policy is to multiply the opportunities for

speaking French as much as possible, in the 
hope that "something of an extraordinary 
nature will turn up." So it is that discussion 
groups meet once a week, films are brought 
on to campus every week, fondues are prepar
ed, soirees are organized and Chinese meals 
are devoured with all the old Gallic know-how.

Even so, it is difficult to conclude as to 
the academic efficacy of the program. Some 
students will say they have learned little if 
anything, others will claim to have made 
great progress. As in all things, the impression 
of having been well rewarded is dependant 
upon "out-put." At any rate, La Maison 
Francaise was the only hall on campus not 
to have any failures last semester.

This last remark may lead us into a consid
eration of La Maison as a "living-experience."
It is after all a mixed residence and "boys 
will be boys..." It would appear that boys 
being boys might just help girls being girls.
The sexes are separated by floors because of 
the need for separate washroom facilities and 
if a person so desired he or she could live an 
existence which to all intents and purposes 
would be quite "sexless," so to speak.

In conclusion, the question of whether La 
Maison Francaise has met with the success such 
as would justify its being continued, has to 
be answered. And here the last word should 
be that of the student. Although the opinions 
of the occupants of the house have not been 
polled, the general concensus seems to show 
real satisfaction with the experiment. A dozen 
students have already indicated their desire 
to return in the Fall and this is indeed most 
encouraging. Perhaps the question of success 
or failure is not really the issue here. Rather 
should we be asking the question, "Is there a 
worthwhile role to be filled by such a venture?' 
Expressed in this way, the question answers 
itself. To ignore the importance of the French 
language and culture in Canada would surely 
be foolish. In its own way, the Maison Fran
caise comes to grips with the Canadian pro
blem. This year has been largely exploratory 
and experimental.

On March 30th students from La Maison 
Francaise appeared on C.J.B.C., Toronto 
(860) the French Radio Network. The half- 
hour program will be aired again at 8 p.m. 
on Frida/, April 3.

The subject for discussion will be "La 
Maison Francaise de L'Universite de Guelph."
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Appoint Veterinary Microbiology chairman

Dr. D. A. 
Barnum

The Department of Veterinary Microbiology 
and Immunology, Ontario Veterinary College, 
has a new Chairman. Dr. Donald A. Barnum, 
who was acting chairman since the reorganiza-

has announced today.
Dr. Barnum, who has had a wealth of ex

perience in the veterinary research field, held 
Dr. Barnum, who has had a wealth of ex

perience in the Veterinary research field,held
the position of Chairman of the Department 
of Bacteriology, OVC from 1964 until the de
partment was replaced in the reorganization 
of the college last summer.

A Fellow of the American Academy of 
Microbiology, and Government of Canada 
Centennial Medal recipient, Dr. Barnum came 
to OVC in 1945 as lecturer in the Department 
of Bacteriology and was promoted to Profes
sor in 1958. Before coming to Guelph, he 
was a bacteriologist with the Ontario Depart
ment of Health, and during the war years,

was posted to Canadian military hospitals 
and the Chemical Warfare Branch of the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps at Queen's 
University.

Born at Campbellford, Ontario, Dr. Barnum 
was graduated from the Ontario Veterinary 
College in 1941. In 1952 he obtained a Doctor 
of Veterinary Science Degree, specializing in 
microbiology, from the University of Toronto.

Dr. Barnum is associated with a number of 
Professional organizations and has been active 
in University of Guelph Senate committees.
He is presently a member of the National Re
search Council Grant Selection Committee in 
cell biology and genetics.

A resident of Guelph for many years, Dr. 
Barnum is married with three children.

Scottish studies colloquium

Dr. Stanford Reid is shown arranging a library 
display including the last will and testament 
of the Earl of Orkney in 1416. The display will 
publicize the colloquium on Scottish Studies 
being held Saturday, April 4.

The University of Guelph's Third Colloquium 
on Scottish Studies, a series of lectures aimed at 
the general public as well as the University 
community, will be held Saturday, April 4.

To publ icize the colloquium Dr. Stanford 
Reid of the History Department has prepared 
a library display of the Scottish historical 
documents and books recently donated to the 
University by Dr. A.I. MacRae of Guelph.
The documents include the last will and testa
ment of the Earl of Orkney in 1416. The earl's 
father is believed to have sailed west and sighted 
the coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador a 
century before Columbus made his famous 
voyage.

The colloquium, which was initiated two 
years ago and repeated last year, begins at 10 
a.m. in the Arts Building's Music Room with 
a lecture by Professor Reid entitled "The Lion 
Rampant in Sixteenth Century France." Then 
Professor K.J. Duncan of the Sociology Depart
ment will speak on patterns of Scottish settle

Madrid vet students visit OVC

Twenty undergraduate veterinary students from the University of Madrid, Spain visited the 
campus recently. Part of the group are shown as they toured the facilities of O VC. A visit to 
the E/ora Dairy Cattle Research Centre and lunch at Creelman Hall completed their tour of the 
campus. The students were taking advantage of their Easter break to visit Veterinary Schools in 
Canada and the United States. Dr. C. A. V. Barker and Bob Jack, President of the Canadian 
Veterinary Students' Association were hosts for their tour of the Guelph campus.

ment in Ontario. At 2 p.m. Professor J.N. 
Buchanan will talk on the conflict of Crown 
and Covenant in Seventeenth Century Scot
land. The concluding lecture, which is entitled 
"Scottish Nationalism Today", will be given 
by Professor Douglas Young of McMaster 
University's Classics Department.
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FACULTY ACTIVITIES
Dr. Norma V. Bowen, Psychology, has received 
a renewal of her grant for $14,200 from the 
Ontario Mental Health Foundation, for the 
year 1970-71 to continue her investigation of 
the conceptual development of mental retard
ates. The study which begins its second year 
in April has now had a total support of $27,719.

Dr. E. A. MacKinnon, Department of Biomedi
cal Sciences, has been awarded a Postdoctoral 
Fellowship by the National Cancer Institute 
of Canada.

Dr. C. L. Gyles, Veterinary Microbiology and 
Immunology, was one of seven research workers 
invited to present papers at a recent symposium 
on Cholera and Cholera-like Diseases. The sym
posium was the Spring meeting of the Commis
sion on Enteric Infections of the U.S. Armed 
Forces Epidemiological Board and was held in 
Washington, D.C. Dr. Gyles' paper was entitled 
"Escherichia coli Enterotoxin and its Role in 
Diarrhea) Diseases of Swine."

The Wildlife Section of the Department of 
Pathology is rapidly expanding its interest in 
the area of diseases of fish and marine mammals 
and this is reflected by the invitation to Dr.
Joan Budd to participate in a Conference on

Aquatic Animal Diseases. This was a two-day 
meeting in Washington, D.C. of a Task Force 
convened by the Animal Health Committee of 
the Agricultural Board, National Academy of 
Science, to discuss the diseases of economic 
and public health significance in aquatic ani
mals. The Task Force was commissioned to 
identify diseases of particular importance in re
lation to the projected protein requirements of 
a burgeoning world population. Stress was 
placed on the need for a multidisciplinary ap
proach if the disease problems in aquatic ani
mals are to be resolved.

Dr. A. T. Cringan, Zoology, recently addressed 
the Guelph Naturalists' Club on the subject, 
The Big Game of Colorado.

Dr. A. T. Cringan, Zoology, served as one of 
four judges in the decoy contest held at the 
23rd Canadian National Sportsmens show.
This exhibition, held annually since 1948, has 
awarded some $2,000,000 to various conserva
tion and education agencies, including the Uni
versity of Guelph which has received about 
$200,000 of the total grants.

Dr. A. T. Cringan, Zoology, has been named to 
join a committee to participate in planning of

water resources research as part of satellite pro
grams in Canada. This committee reports to an 
interdepartmental committee of the federal 
government which is in turn investigating the 
future role of resources satellites and airborne 
remote sensing.

Dr. J. M. deMan, Chairman, Food Science, 
spoke on Education for food scientists in the 
1980's at the regular monthly meeting of the 
Toronto Section, Canadian Institute of Food 
Techonology.

Dr. R. E. Barrett, Horticultural Science, has 
been appointed to the Floriculture and 
Nursery Committee of the Canadian Hortic
ultural Council.

Mrs. Margaret Beckman, Library, was a guest 
lecturer at Dalhousie University, Graduate 
School of Information Science, and at St.
Mary's University, Halifax, where she spoke 
to members of the library staff and Computer 
Centre. Her topic was implications of new tech
nology for all aspects of information science.

Professor B. J. E. Teskey, Horticultural Science, 
participated in a conference on "Alar" at a 
meeting put on by Uniroyal at Huttonville.

Investigate plant tissues
The natural habitat of a horticulturalist isn't 
necessarily a greenhouse or garden. Horticul
ture involves not only observation of plant 
behavior and appearance, but also determining 
how and why any changes occur. This frequen
tly requires a study of tissues (histology) and 
other laboratory investigations. The new his
tology laboratory in the Horticultural Science 
Department provides facilities for the increas
ing amount of research conducted by faculty 
and graduate students.

The laboratory's micromanipulator enables 
microsurgery of plant tissues. It is made up of 
a microscope, operating stage, tool holders and 
an elaborate system of gears to transform 
human movements into small, precisely 
controlled movements. The"tools" are very 
fine glass capillary tubes which have been mech
anically pulled to form microscopic needles.

Before microscopic investigation, tissues 
must be sliced into extremely thin sections 
with a microtome, and mounted on glass micro
slides. Different types of microtomes cut hard 
or soft materials or serial sections (consecutive 
sections mounted in order on the microslide). 
The microslides are then put through a staining 
series (also part of the histology laboratory) 
which stains certain structures in the section 
and thus increases the contrast between struc
tures.

Histology, of course, requires an assortment 
of microscopes. Among the most "elegant"

associated with this laboratory are several 
Nikon Photomicroscopy set-ups and a Leitz 
Orthomat for very high magnification.

In a typical research problem, a horticultur
ist could use histological techniques to deter
mine whether an increase in plant size is due 
to an increase in the number or size of cells. 
Greenhouse observation tells what happens; 
histological techniques help elucidate how and 
why it happens.

Dr. R. E. Barrett, who is in charge of the lab
oratory performs microsurgery on the 
micromanipulator.

English as a 
second language

Arrangements have been made to provide a 
course for students whose native language is 
not English. Organized by Wellington College, 
the course has been organized in response to 
a number of requests from many parts of the 
University.

Donald Amichand, International Student 
Advisor, who gave English instruction to a 
number of students from other countries last 
winter and spring, will conduct the course,his 
aim being mainly to help students improve 
their speaking ability in English. If possible, 
he will give some assistance in written English.

The sessions will be carried out in workshop 
fashion over a three-hour period once a week. 
The language laboratory will be used for part 
of this time.

The course will begin on Tuesday, May 5, 
1970 at 7:00 p.m., Room 305, Arts building, 
and will carry on for nine weeks. There is no 
fee for students who are currently registered 
but those interested are asked to register in 
advance as soon as possible.

Application forms may be picked up at Mr. 
Amichand's office, Room 236, Macdonald 
Hall; from the Co-ordinator of Continuing 
Education, Wellington College, Room 042; or 
from the University Office of Continuing Edu
cation, Johnston Hall, Room 145.
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NEXT WEEK AT GUELPH
THURSDAY, APRIL 2

Seminar VARIATIONS IN APICAL DEVELOPMENT IN WHEAT, by Dr. J. E. Fisher, Plant Research
Institute, Ottawa. 4:10 p.m. Room 121, Crop Science.

FRIDAY, APRIL 3

Lecture GEOGRAPHY SEMINAR SERIES. The Case Of Numeracy, by Prof. S. Gregory, author of
Statistical Methods and the Geographer. Room 02S, Arts, 10:00 a.m. He will present an 
informal seminar for faculty and graduate students at 2 p.m.. Room 318, Arts.

SATURDAY, APRIL 4

Colloquium THIRD COLLOQUIUM ON SCOTTISH STUDIES. Lecture "The Lion Rampant in Six
teenth Century France," by Professor Stanford Reid, Music Room 107, Arts, 10:00 a.m. 
"Scottish Nationalism Today," by Professor Douglas Young, McMaster University, at 
2:00 p.m., Music Room 107, Arts.

SUNDAY, APRIL 5

Worship ANGLICAN-UNITED HOLY EUCHARIST - 10:30 a.m., Room 138, Arts.
Worship R.C. FOLK MASSES - 10:30 a.m., War Memorial Lounge, 7 p.m., 9th floor lounge, Arts.

MONDAY, APRIL 6

Seminar HOUSING FOR INTENSIVE CALF PRODUCTION by Dr. J. B. Stone, Dr. R. A.
Willoughby and Dr. D. R. Pattie, Room 141, An. Sci. 1:30 p.m.

Seminar FREEZING AND THAWING PHENOMENON AND THE ANOMALOUS BEHAVIOUR
OF WATER AT INTERFACES by Dr. Dwayne M. Anderson, U.S.Army, Cold Regions 
Research Station and Engineering Laboratory, Hanover, N.H., Room 124, Soils, 3 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 7

Exhibition STUDENT JURY SHOW opens, Exhibition Corridor, Arts building. Continues to April 26.
Meeting COLLEGE WOMEN'S CLUB. Illustrated lecture, Citizen Involvement in the Quality of the

Landscape by Prof. O. R. Scott, Landscape Architecture, 8:15 p.m., War Memorial Lounge.
Course SHORT COURSE ON FOOD TEXTURE AND ITS MEASUREMENT, sponsored by

Engineering Research Service, C.D.A.; Toronto Section, Canadian Institute of Food Tech- 
nologists^Food Sciences Building. Continues to April 9.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8

Seminar GENETICS SEMINAR, Cytogenetic Studies in the Cultivated Strawberry, by D. W. S. Mok,
Horticulture. 4 p.m., Room 121, Crop Science.

Colloquium IMAGINAL AND VERBAL PROCESSES IN MEMORY, by Dr. A. Paivio, U. of Western 
Ontario. 3:30 p.m., Room 120 Arts. Presented by Department of Psychology.

Seminar GENERAL SEMINAR ON MEMORY, by Dr. A. Paivio, 7:30 p.m., Room 309, Arts.
Conference WESTERN ONTARIO CHEESEMAKERS CONFERENCE, Room 217, Microbiology.

THURSDAY, APRIL 9

Seminar FORAGE PLANT IMPROVEMENT: ITS PROBLEMS AND POTENTIALS, by Dr. R. E.
Blaser, Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 4:10 p.m., Room 121, Crop Science.

Speed reading 
course offered

Administrative personnel may be interested 
in the eight-week effective reading course 
being sponsored by the Students' Union.
Classes will be held in Room 238 of the Arts 
building, each Wednesday from 6:30 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m., commencing April 15. Homework 
assignments average only 15 minutes daily. 
Register by mailing cheque for $35 payable 
to Functional Speed Reading, Students Union, 
Bursar Hall, University of Guelph. For further 
information see the notices on Bulletin Boards 
or call 824-9185.

PERSONALS
. For Sale — 2 column speakers -1 year old, asking 

$80 a piece. J. Bertelink, Ext. 3065 or 821-2564. 
'69 Triumph Motorcycle 250 cc. less than 3000 
mi, I helmet, 824-9449 after 10 p.m. or weekends.

. For Rent - I bedroom apt. Fully furnished, avail
able June 28th — August, 27th. All kitchen appli
ances and utensils available, crib and playpen if 
needed — $35.00 per week or $150 per month, 
includes hydro, water, phone and T.V.(cable. 
Phone 822-4333.

. For Sale - MGw-GT-BRG - AM/FM - '67 excellent 
body and motor - 821-6816 after 6 p.m.

. Wanted — used tent trailer. Tent must be in good 
condition. Phone 821-4333 after 5 p.m.

The hungry world 
topic of conference

The Canadian Hunger Foundation is sponsor
ing regional conferences in Truro, Montreal, 
Winnipeg, Vancouver and Guelph. The 
Guelph Conference will be held on campus 
from April 28 to 29, 1970. Dr. T. L. Jones 
is Chairman of the Conference which is 
jointly organized by the Foundation and the 
Centre for International Programs.

The Conference will study the role of non
governmental organizations in Canada — 
university, professional, business and chari
table — in contributing to the alleviation of 
hunger in all regions of the world. Following 
the five conferences a national conference 
will be held in Ottawa May 10 to 13, 1970 
prior to the Second World Food Congress in 
The Hague, June 16 to June 30, 1970.

Registration will commence at 8:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 28, 1970 in the Physical Scien
ces Main Foyer. After a welcome by Dr. W.
C. Winegard, the conference will formally 
open at 9:15 a.m. with a Plenary Session in 
Room 105, Physical Sciences. The registration 
fee is $10.00 per person. Graduate and under
graduate students may attend free of charge.

Further information may be obtained by 
contacting:

Dr. T. L. Jones — Ext. 2592 or Mrs. V.
Gray, Continuing Education — Ext. 3988.

Miles for Millions 
comes to Guelph

Guelph's first "miles for millions" walkathon 
was officially announced recently at Guelph 
city hall, in the presence of Wellington MPP 
Harry Worton and Guelph Mayor Ralph 
Smith.

The walk itself, whose route will span some 
30 miles, will be held Saturday, May 2. On this 
date, which has been proclaimed a "national 
walk day" by Canada's prime minister, com
munities across the country will be holding 
marathon walks.

Guelph's walk rally, like the others across 
Canada, has a goal of raising money to assist the 
world's developing countries. Contributors 
pledge to pay a specific amount of money, 
for every mile the person they sponsor walks.

"School kids are the most enthusiastic par
ticipants," says Don Amichand, chairman of 
the Guelph branch of the national Miles for 
Millions Committee. "Sometimes a boy will 
get maybe 20 teachers to sponsor him, each 
paying a specified amount per mile."

Dr. Trevor Jones, former Dean of the Ontario 
Veterinary College is honorary chairman of 
the Guelph Committee.

The News Bulletin is published by the 
Department of Information and edited
by Mrs. Betty Keeling. Copy for the 
next edition must reach the editor,
Room 361, McLaughlin Library not
 later than noon Thursday,April 2,1970. 


