
UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH 
Vol. 14 — No. 31 July 25, 1969 



French Canadian Literature Presented to University of Guelph 

One of Canada's leading book dealers, 
Raymond Arthur Davies of Montreal, has 
honored the University of Guelph with the 
gift of a collection of over five thousand 

volumes of books and journals related to 
French Canada. The actual presentation 
will be made at a special ceremony in the 

University's McLaughlin Library on July 
30, at which Canada's National Librarian 
Guy Sylvestre will be present. 

Included with this unique and valuable 
gift, to be known as the Lillian Davies 
Memorial Collection, in honor of the donor's 
late wife, are a number of rare books and 
historic art treasures. 

The collection includes works from all 
of the great French Canadian historians, 

economists, writers, poets and political 
figures, and portrays the development of 
French Canadian life from the earliest 

days to the present. 
Most of the books and journals date 

from the 1600's to the present, although 
there are several rare books of even 
earlier vintage. 

Among these special items is one of the 
earliest editions of Thomas Aquinas printed 

in 1485 and an original hand written manu-
script of Franz Liszt. 

The Collection also features several exam-
ples of interesting Canadian Eskimo art, 
including two large figures carved in ancient 
bone, and an historic kayak dating from the 

1930's, Also included in this part of the 
collection is a complete set of Eskimo 
clothing and hunting spears, and several 
original etchings by one of Canada's greatest 
Eskimo artists. 

The collection includes a significant 
number of books related to the history of 

the separatist movement in Quebec. 
Another rare feature of the gift is an 

ancient illuminated German musical manus-
cript dating from the fifteenth century. 

Among the more prominent titles of the 
French-Canadian books and journals are; 
"Bulletin des Recherches Historiques, La 

Revue Canadienne Liberte, and dozens of 
other renowned titles. Both Mr. Raymond 
Davies and the late Mrs. Lillian Davies 
have had a long-standing association with 
the world of literature. 

Mrs. Lillian Davies, originally from 
Toronto, in whose memory this generous 
gift has been made, co-founded the Davies 
Book Company Limited in 1953 and from 
that time on devoted her life to establishing 
connections with libraries throughout the 
world. She was in charge of library services 

for the company and travelled throughout 
the world, including New Zealand, India, 
Russia, France, Cuba, and Latin America, 
in the interests of broadening library facilities 
for all peoples. 

When she died in 1968, dozens of libraries 

abroad cabled their condolences and asked 

that her work of supplying books across the 

many barriers of today' world, be continued. 
Mr. Raymond Davies, formerly managing 

Editor of World News Services, is the author 
of a number of books about Russia and 
Canada, including several works on the 

Canadian Arctic — Arctic Eldorado, The 

Great Mackenzie, Odyssey Through Hell, 
and other works. Born in Montreal and 
educated in Canada and New York, he took 

up journalism as a young man and spent 
many years travelling in Central and South 
America, Europe and Africa. An accomplis-
hed linguist, Mr. Davies covered many assig-
nments in Latin America and Europe for 

Canadian publications and later served as a 
correspondent in Russia for the CBC. He 
also compiled and published a bibliography 
entitled "Printed Jewish Canadians — 1685 

1900." 
The Davies family, which will continue 

enriching the collection for the University 
of Guelph in the years to come, will be 
honored at a special reception on Wednesday, 
July 30 in the Library stoa. 

Mr. Davies has also given valuable collect-
ions to Sir George Williams University in 

Montreal and the University of Moncton and 
the Jewish Public Library. 

During his lifetime Mr. Davies will under-
take to keep the collection alive and current 
by providing new publications relating to 

French Canada as they appear. 
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Collection Valuable for Language Studies 
by Professor Ramon Hathorn 
Department of Languages 

The donation of such a collection to a 
new university in the heart of English-
speaking Ontario is most significant and 
indicative of the changing attitudes of the 
public, both political and intellectual. It 

gives firm academic support to the Univer-
sity of Guelph's vigorous interest in French 
Canada, as is evident in student and faculty 
contacts and exchanges with the Universit-
ies of Laval, Sherbrooke, Montreal, and 
Ottawa. 

Most French Canadian editions printed 
prior to 1950 are out of print, and we are 
indeed fortunate to receive many of these 

books. Incidentally, due to standing orders 
from American universities for French 
Canadian writings and the growing demand 
in English Canada for Canadian books in 
French, opportunities of purchase are 
minimal. 

Many of the general items in the collect-

ion, though recent, are out of print, which 
strengthens the French Canadian literature 
through greater contact with the works of 

the 19th century writers in particular, and 

provide a firm basis for research at the 
graduate level in these areas. 

The collection of separatist literature too, 

may well prove to be a most fruitful and 
relevant area of study. 

Some of the more significant titles, repre-
sentative of the French Canadian literature 
section of the collection are as follows. 

L'Ecole Sainte, ou Explication familiere 
des mysteres do la foy, is a rare book, 

printed in Paris in 1864, and is still intact 
in its original hand-tooled leather binding. 
Author of the volume, Mere Marie de 
('Incarnation, who founded the Ursuline 
Convent in Quebec City in 1639, may be 
considered the first lady of letters in Canada 
and a selection of whose letters were publis-
hed some eighteen months ago in English. 

Another interesting volume is the compl-
ete fourth edition of Francois-Xavier 
Garneau's Histoire du Canada. Garneau's 
history had a major influence on the 19th 

century novel and poetry in French Canada. 

Also included are numerous first editions 
of fate 19th and early 20th century writers, 
which are now out of print, an example 
being Louis Frechette's Oeuvres complete, 
published in 1908, along with many out of 
print journals, containing articles of polit-

ical, historical or literary interest; for exam-
ple, La Revue Canadienne, printed in the 
1890's and early 1900's. 

A very interesting volume is a grammar  

of the Huron language, written by Daniel 

Wilkie in French and Latin in 1831, entitled 
Grammatica huronia. This volume, in conj-
unction with our slowly growing collection 

of books in various Indian languages, is of 
great interest to linguists, both here at the 
University of Guelph, and in Ontario and 
Canada. 

Pat Biggins, of the Library staff, looks at 
one of the many books in the collection. 
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National Librarian Will Speak at Presentation 
Keynote speaker at the official present-

ation ceremonies of the Lillian Davies Col-

lection, Wednesday, July 30, will be the 
National Librarian of Canada, Guy Sylvestre. 

Also participating in the presentation 
will be University of Guelph President Dr. 
W. C. Winegard, L. F. MacRae, Chief Libr-
arian, and Raymond Davies, husband of the 

late Lillian Davies, and one of Canada's 
leading book dealers. 

Mr. Sylvestre was appointed National 

Librarian of Canada in May, 1968, succeed-
ing Dr. W. K. Lamb, who had been filling 

Two Eskimo sculptures, carved from bone 
carbon dated at over 2000 years, are part 
of the collection. 

the two appointments of National Librarian 
and Dominion Archivist. Dr. Lamb remains 

Dominion Archivist. 
Joseph Jean Guy Sylverstre was born in 

Sorel, and studied at the College Sainte-
Marie de Montreal and at the University 
of Ottawa, taking a licentiate in philosophy 

in 1941, and his Master of Arts degree in 
1942. Mr. Sylvestre was Private Secretary 

to the Rt. Hon. Louis St. Laurent, 1945 

to 1950 and was appointed Assistant 
Librarian in the Library of Parliament in 
1953 and Associate Parliamentary Librarian 

in 1956. 
He is a life member of the Canadian Libr-

ary Association and a member of the Canad-
ian Association of French Language Librar-
ians. 

Mr. Sylvestre was made a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Canada in 1952 and was 
elected to the French Canadian Academy 
in 1965. He was President of the Canadian 
Writers Foundation and lecturer at the 
Library School at the University of Ottawa. 

The author of a number of works on 

French and Canadian literature, Mr. 
Sylvestre also has edited books on the sub-
ject of Canadian Univeristies and the social 
structures of French Canada. He contribut-
es articles to a number of magazines on 
cultural subjects. 

Raymond Davies, donor of the collection, 
and L.F. MacRae, Chief Librarian at the 
University of Guelph, discuss one of the 
oldest and rarest books in the collection, 
an early edition of Thomas Aquinas, printed 
in 1485, and still in good condition in its 
hand-tooled leather binding. 

41. 

The News Bulletin is published by the De- 

: partment of Information and edited by Mrs. 

Betty Keeling. Copy for the next edition 

must reach the editor, Room 361, Mc-

Laughlin Library, not later than Friday, 
July 25. 

An Historian Looks At The Collection 
by W. S. Reid, 

Chairman, History Department 

The literary aspect of the Lillian Davies Memorial collection on 
French Canada is apparent as one glances over the shelves holding the 
books, but on the closer examination it soon becomes obvious that 
much of the material is also historical. In fact one might well say that 
it adds a new dimension to the MacLaughlin Library, for it provides 
the University of Guelph with an important number of books that 
will be exceedingly useful for both the historical and political thinking 

of French Canada. 

One of the first features that one notices is the large amount of 
material relating to the local history of the Province of Quebec. One 
finds, for instance, accounts of various institutions such as seminaires 
and colleges in different parts of the province. A quick sampling rev-
ealed a considerable number of books on the region around Ste. 
Hyacinthe and its various scholastic foundations. Another aspect of 
local history is the stories of prominent families. At the head of the 
list is Tanguay's valuable Genealogie des Families de Nouvelle France, 
but there are also many other individual family histories as well as 
collections that deal with the topic. Local history, therefore, forms 
an important part of the collection. 

Histories of Quebec and of the French Canadian in Canada also 
form an important segment. Although providing histories of New 
France and nineteenth century Lower Canada or Quebec works on 
current separatism and nationalism are also plentiful. Added to this 
the collection also contains books on French Canadian law, including 
copies of the Code Civile. Here both the historian and the political 
scientist will find material for their researches. 

The controversial historians of the Province of Quebec have also an 
important place. Garneau, Groulx, Fregot and Brunet are but a few 
of those who appear. At the same time, the works of other but less 

polemical, although equally important, historians such as Pierre 
Georges Roy find places on the shelves. In this way, a very broad  

conspectus of historical thought and point of view is reflected in the 
material. 

Although some may consider many of the works as exclusively 
literary, in fact even the Romans provide the historian with an import-
ant source. The novels, poems and similar works offer both an indicat-
ion of, and commentary upon, French Canadian thought at various 

periods in Quebec's history. One can, through the changes in literary 
production trace the changing patterns of outlook among the French 
Canadians, so that this material will be of special help to the historian 
who is interested in their intellectual development. 

Probably one of the most important sections in the whole collection 
is the large number of hard-to- find French periodicals. La Revue 
Canadienne, La Revue de l'Unhersite d'Ottawa, Le Bulletin des Recher-
ches Historique and others have been included. They are invaluable as 
sources of material for the study of French Canadian culture and 

history. The last named periodical, in particular, covers every possible 
aspect of the French Canadian story. 

To sum it all up, one can say that the Davies collection now opens 
up new possibilities of study in both French Canadian history and 
political development, as well as in literature. When combined with 
other materials relating to French Canada, recently purchased, the 

university is now in the position that will enable it to take considerable 
strides forward in French Canadian studies. 

Since its erection as a university, Guelph has always shown great 
interest in French Canada, as indicated by the present exchanges of 
undergraduates carried on with L'Universite de Sherbrooke. With this 

new addition to its library, materials will now be available for the study 
at Guelph itself, of French Canadian development. This should have 
an important influence upon the thinking of the people in the area as 
a whole on the subject of French-English relations in our nation. 



NEXT WEEK AT GUELPH 

School 

Concert 

THURSDAY, JULY 24 

Florist Design School being held on campus. Some 60 florists from 
Ontario in attendance. Continues until July 31. 

"Switched-on-Serkin" at Stratford. Peter Serkin, piano, assisted by Yuji 

Takahashi, piano and Stratford musicians. An unusual program combin-
ing the classics and "avant garde". 

SATURDAY, JULY 26 

Examination 	Mature Student test in War Memorial Hall basement, 8:30 to 12:30. 

Spring semester examinations conclude: 

SUNDAY, JULY 27 

Mass 	 R. C. Folk Mass in War Memorial Lounge, 10:30 a.m. 

Worship 	 Liturgy of the Word. Room 138, Arts Bldg. 10:30 a.m. United Church, 

Anglican and others welcome. 

Film 	 The Indian Students Association presents "Gumraah", a Hindi film. 
2 p.m. at War Memorial Hall. Admission by ticket. 

FACULTY ACTIVITIES 
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Dr. D. G. Ingram, Veterinary Microbiology, 

was a participant at the recent International 
Symposium on Resistant to Infectious 
Diseases held recently at the University of 

Saskatchewan. 

Eleven members of the Department of 
Veterinary Microbiology and Immunology 

participated in the Canadian Veterinary 
Association Convention held recently at 
the University of Saskatchewan and pre-
ented sixteen research papers. 

Professor W. T. Dickinson, Agricultural 

Engineering, is presently participating in an 
International Seminar for Hydrology Prof-

essors at the University of Illinois, Urbana, 
Illinois. The objectives of the seminar are 
to acquaint hydrology professors with new 
technological developments, to determine 
the current status of teaching and research 
and to provide for discussion of teaching 

and research methods, techniques and facil 
ities. To be eligible, participants must be 

actively engaged in graduate teaching and 
research in hydrology. 

Dr. A. Mellors, Chemistry, attended the 
recent annual meeting of the Canadian 

Federation of Biological Sciences at the 

University of Alberta, Edmonton. 

The slide show on China, which was prep-
ared by Mr. S. Y. Hsieh of the Departments 
of Political Studies and History was a success. 
The Music Room was filled to capacity. The 

show lasted for two hours, with a ten-minute 
intermission. Mr. Hsieh will revise the slide 

show again, trying to make it even more 
appealing. The next one is tentatively sched-
uled for the evening of September 10, 1969. 

Dr. J. Gerrath, Botany, left for Northern 

Ontario to collect and identify northern 
plant species, especially algae. This trip is 
part of Dr. Gerrath's work on the survey 
of algae in Ontario. 

*********************************** 
* 

CIVIC HOLIDAY — 1969 
* 	 * * 	 * 
: 	 * 
* 

The University of Guelph will observe * * 
*Civic Holiday on Monday, August 4th, 	: 

:11969. 	 * * 
: The University will resume normal 	* * 
:operations on Tuesday, August 5th, 1969.: 
: The holiday schedules for members of : 

idepartments that must carry on a continu- * 
:ous operation will be announced by the : 
:supervisors concerned. * 
******************************** 

NOTICES 

The Physical Education Building will be 
closed every Saturday and Sunday from 
July 19th to August 31st, 1969 inclusive 
except for special events. 

The Physical Education Building will 
close week days at 5:00 p.m. commencing 
Monday, July 28th, 1969. Evening hours 
will commence again on Monday, Septem-

ber 8th, 1969. 

The present vehicular access from the 

West end of College Lane to the road behind 
the Horticulture Building will be closed 
permanently effective July 21, 1969. 

VISITORS 
ON CAMPUS 

Dr. E. S. Anderson, Director of the 

Enteric Reference Laboratory, London, 
England, was a recent visitor in the Depart-
ment of Veterinary Bacteriology. Dr. 
Anderson gave a seminar on " Influences 
of Antibiotics in Animal Feeds on Develop-
ment of Resistant Enteric Bacteria " during 
his visit. 

Dr. Ella Barnes of the Space Sciences 
Research Centre, University of Missouri, will 
be visiting in the Department of Veterinary 

Microbiology & Immunology from July 
26-28,1969. On Monday, July 28, Dr. 
Barnes will present a seminar on " The 
Chicken Caecum as a Model for the Isolation 

of the Intestinal Flora". 

The Department of Food Science is 
honored to have Mr. Masayoshi Fukushima 

as a visiting scientist from the Research 

Laboratory of Snow Brand Milk Products 

Co. Ltd. in Tokyo, one of the largest food 
processing companies in Japan. Mr. 
Fukushima has come to the Univeristy to 
work with Dr. J. M. deMan, chairman, for 

eighteen months on rheological properties 
of foods. Mr. Fukushima, a graduate in 
physics from the Science University of 
Tokyo, is married and has one son. 

POSITION VACANT 
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR, AWARDS 

The Assistant Registrar, Awards, will be 

reponsible to the Registrar for the admin-
istration of the undergraduate awards prog-

ram of the University, which includes the 
Ontario Student Awards Program. 

The applicant should hold a University 
degree and be able to communicate with 

students and faculty. 
Inquiries and applications, which will 

be treated in confidence, should be directed 
to: 

Personnel Department 
University of Guelph 

JOHNSTON HALL PARKING AREA 
AND OLD CROP SCIENCE PARKING 
LOT CLOSED 

The parking area in front of Johnston 
Hall and the Old Crop Science parking lot 
will be closed to general traffic all day on 

Wednesday, July 30, to accommodate visit-
ors attending the presentation ceremonies 
of the Lillian Davies Collection on French 
Canada which will be held on the main floor 
of the McLaughlin Library. 
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