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U of G, OMAFRA Ink

New 10-Year Contract
$300-million agreement will furth er innovative research, edu cation

U

BY LORI BONA HUNT
O F G AND THE ONTARIO MINI ST RY of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
(OMAFRA) have renewed and improved their

partnership. The $300-million agreement
announced April 28 will further innovative
research and education in agri-food, environmental sustainability, and animal and human

health.

"This significant and strategic investment is

indicative of the forwa rd-thinking innovation
strategy of the provincial government," says
president Alastair Summerlee. "The increased
commitment will allow the partnership to generate even more than the $ 1 billion it has been returning every yea r fo r the past 10 years."
The $300 million covers the first half of the
10-year contract, with a review aft er five years.
This is in addition to the $56 million in one-time

fun ding that was allocated to U of G in the 2008
Ontario budget.
"This renewed partnership gets to the heart
of what the future of our agri-food sector is all
about: research and innovatio n to better protect
our health, economy and environment," says
Leona Dombrowsky, minister of agriculture,
food and rural affairs.
Agriculture is Ontario's second-largest in dustry, contributing $30 billion to the province's
economy and employing more than 700,000
people. The sector is also evolving, and the University will explore new research areas, includ ing
sustainable foo d production, environmental
sustainability and the bioeconomy.
"As Canada's oldest and largest agricultural
school, we have the expertise, influence and significance to lead the initiative," Summerlee says.
"This renewal will allow us to make essential

Continued on page 10

For the Good of Us All
New OVC facility will benefit both human and animal health

S

MAY 2 fo r a $70-million
facility at the Ontario Veterinary College
that will significantly enhance Canada's capacity
to prevent diseases and solve health problems at
the humanlanimal interface.
OD WAS TURNED

llhe Pathobiologyl Animal Health Laboratory

(AHL) building will provide new facilities that
support the growing role of veterinarians in research and educational initiatives related to public health . This includes preventing, monitoring
and addressing new and emerging diseases, especially zoonotic diseases {those that can jump
from animals to humans).
"When it comes to promoting health and
treating disease, the University of Guelph has always had a unique perspective," says president
Alastair Sumrnerlee. "We are at the intersection

of the human and animal worlds. We are able to
apply knowledge gained from both realms to improve and often save lives. This new building will
further our ability to identify both the risks we
face and the potential benefits and treatments
that can be realized from the integrated human
and animal community."
The four -storey structure will be built at the
com er of Gordon and McGilvray streets, dramatically changing the face of the west side of
campus. It will include state-of-the-art lab and
testing facilities for the AHL and the Department
of Pathobiology, as well as a 120-seat theatre,
seminar rooms, teaching labs and office space.
Construction is scheduled to begin this
spring and to be completed in 20 l 0. Funding fo r
Co11h'n11ed on page 9

Liseanne McDonald and her dog, Styx. travelled from their home in Timmins recently
to thank the Ontario Veterinary College for the eye surgery that allows Styx to live a
normal life despite losing her sight. See story on page<2.
PHOTO ev GRANT MARTIN

University to Address
Fiscal Challenges by
Focusing on Strengths
"We must strive to make strategic investments and maintain quality"
BY LORI BONA HUNT

P

RESIDENT ALAS TAIR 5UMMERLEE and
the University administration continue to work closely with the U of G
community to address the structural deficit
projected fo r the 2008/09 budget year.
The current structural defi cit stands at
$14.3 million, but it is compounded by inOationary cost increases that are estim ated to
be between $9 million and $12 million annually. With no anticipated government fund ing for inflation forthcoming for the next
three years, the defi cit will continue to rise
unless steps are taken immediately to address the problem, says Swnmerlee.
"As I have indicated at town hall gatherings and other recent meetings, this is a signifi cant problem we have to address," he
says, "but we are not alone. Other Ontario
universities are also fac ing shortfalls and
similar challenges. At Guelph, we must strive
to make strategic investments and maintain
quality. "
The structural deficit has evolved over
the past severaJ years as governmeat funding
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for operating costs has lagged significantly
behind expenses in the face of rising costs for
salaries and benefits, post-employment benefits including pensions, deferred maintenance and utilities.
"We must look at ways to reduce costs
and raise net revenues, and all of it has to be
done in a very tight time fram e,'' Summerlee
says.
Board of Governors has asked that the
preliminary 2008/2009 Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities operating budget,
which goes to the board in June, include a
multi-year plan to address the situation.
The president and Prof. Maw een
Mancuso, provost and vice-president (academic), have been meeting with vice-presidents, deans, employee groups and student
organizations to discuss potential actions
and solutions.
"Targets fo r budget changes have been set
fo r the next year and the following three
years to help us in our strategic planning and
to achieve fiscal stability," says Mancuso.

Continued on page 10

OMAFRA Commitment
Something to Celebrate
Editor's note: President Alastair Summ erlee invites com-

men ts 011 his column at president@uoguelph.ca.

L

EVE~T to ce.le~rate the
University and the Ontano M1mstry of
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA)
renewing and improving o ur partnership, which began
11 yea.rs ago.
It provided an opportunity for reflection on the
magnitude of what we've accomplished and the challenges that lie ahead. I came away with a fresh perspective and rejuvenated enthusiasm.
When our partnership with OMAPRA began in
I 997, neither the University nor the provincial ministry
knew exactly what to expect from the relationship or
where it would take us. It started out as a simple idea: let
the University take over the delivery of OMAFRA research, education and laboratory programs - including research stations and three agricultural colleges and make some 500 ministry staff U of G employees.
For its part, OMAFRA would provide about $50 million
a yea.r in financial support.
Fast-forward a decade and a year.
The partnership now returns more than $1.5 billion
to the Ontario economy annually. It aJso makes many
contributions that cannot be fiscally quantified, like improving the environment and creating and promoting
better public health policies. That's according to an independent economic analysis conducted late last year
by Deloitte and Touche LLP.
Ow relationship with OMAFRA is also held up as a
model of a creative, effective government/university liaison, and we celebrated this fact during the event,
along with unveiling the details of the new contract.
OMAFRA has committed to continuing this relationship for another decade, investing $300 million in
the next five years alone. This is on top of $56 million in
one-time funding the ministry allocated to U of Gin the
2008 Ontario budget.
I already mentioned how much of an economic impact the partnership bas on an annual basis. This, coupled with the fact that agriculture is Ontario's secondlargest industry, means the invesnnent is guaranteed to
produce a healthy financial return.
It also shows the faith the province has in U of G in
terms of continuing to play a fundamental leadership
role in sustaining and enhancing Canada's ever-important agri-food industry.
But more important, by making this commitment,
the provincial government is investing directly in the
health, well-being and prosperity of Canadians, because
the research conducted at Guelph affects people living
in Ontario, Canada and beyond.
The U of G/OMAFRA partnership has, for example,
produced omega-3 eggs and DHA milk, has improved
livestock genetics and has resulted in pesticide and herbicide reduction. It also helped spawn the Environmental Fann Plan, a voluntary education and awareness
program in which farmers evaluate the state of their
farms and learn about best-practice methodologies and
risk.
Our researchers also discovered how to derive energy from renewable plants and animal resources, to
AST WEEK I ATTENDED AN
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modify plants to produce pharmaceuticals and designer
proteins, and to we plants to remove heavy metals from
the environment.
We also developed biodiversity "bar-coding" technology that could revolutionize food safety through
simple m ethods of surveillance and detection.
In addition, we've tested and developed nutraceuticals and fun ctional foods that will build better
health and boost disease prevention for all Ontarians.
Outside of Canada, U ofG scientists helped Chinese
farmers breed new strains of wheat using Canadian parent stocks. This resulted in increased yields of 30 per
cent, contributing to China's ability to feed its people.
O ur researohers have also travelled to other parts of
the globe, giving freely of their time and resources to
help developing countries with sustainability issues.
Now nations around the world rely on our scientists for
guidance and help in this area.
This is just a sampling of the many ways the U of GI
OMAFRA partnership has helped address multiple and
complex needs related to food and agrioulture.
T here is so much that can and needs to be done. The
agricultural sector continues to evolve and is being
looked at to provide solutions to a growing number of
challenges, from producing food at a low costi to making
greater contributions to human health to providing industrial raw materials and biofuels.
And U of G has a central and critical role to play in
agriculture's future. As Canada's oldest and largest
agricultural school, we have the history and expertise to
lead the understanding of how the mandate for agriculture is changing.
The renewal and improvement of our already prosperous partnership with OMAFRA will allow us to further produce innovative research and education. For
example, we will lead efforts to explore new research areas that include sustainable food production, environmental sustainability and the bioeconomy.
Guelph researchers will explore the use of recyclable
materials made from renewable farm crops. Cropbased materials offer great potential for use in a growing
range of products, including packaging, auto parts and
building materials.
Some of our leading scientists from across campus
are teaming up to investigate how to turn com husks,
stalks and leaves as well as straw, switchgrass and even
wood chips into usable biofuels.
There will also be activities aimed at providing improved methods for addressing emerging diseases, including surveillance and testing, as well as initiatives
that address public health issues related to the transmission of diseases from animals to humans.
In addition, we will be placing greater emphasis on
research that will help us understand the links bet\veen
food ingredients and health .
Knowing that we can count on another 10 years of
support from the provincial government gives us the
assurance, financial and otherwise, that we will have the
resources to continue with our pioneering activities.
It also means that all Ontarians will continue to receive the social, economic, environmental and health
benefits this partnership has produced.
That is something worth celebrating.
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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON
MACNAUGHTON COURTYARD
Construction begins this week on
the MacNaughton Building exterior courtyard behind the University Bookstore and across from the
Hutt Building. MacNaughton bas
had serious water penetration
issues, and this project will remedy
the situation, says Paul M.esman
manager of construction co-ord.i~
nation. Crews wilJ be reworking the
area and repladng the exterior wall
caulking to ensure the building is
no longer. affected, he says. In addition, a barrier-free entranceway
will be built. The work is «pected
to continue through most of the
summer. The project involves a lot
of concrete removal, which means
noise levels will be high at times,
says Mesman. "'The patience and
understanding of the U of G community are appreciated.,.
ACADEMIC OPEN HOUSES SET
U of G's Admissions Office is basting open houses May 12 to 15 for
admitted students and their familie..s who want to obtain more infor·
mation about their ohosen aca·
demic degree program. Each day
will focus on specific degree programs and will offer information
sessions, sample lectures and to urs.
Participants wilJ also be able to
meet U of G faculty and srudents.
The schedule is as follows: May 12:
B.Comm.; May 13: BAS, B.Sc. and
B.Sc.(Tech.); May 14: BBRM,
B.Comp., B.Sc.(Agr.), B.Sc.(Env.)
and B.Eng.; and May 15: BA and
B.A.Sc. For more details, visit
www.uoguelph,caladmissionsf
o pcnhousc o r call Ext. 58713.
BORUL. ALFRED ANNOUNCE
NEW FIVE-YEAR PARTNERSHIP
College Boreal in Sudbury and
Guelph's Alfred Campus recently
renewed for another five years a
partner.ship that primarily involves
the two·year veterinary technician
training program . The program is
offered both at Bor~al's New
Llskeard campus and at Alfred. Last
February, Alfred received its com·
plete accreditation from the
Ontario Association of Veterinary
Technicians.

TREE Pl.ANTING AIMS TO
COUNTER IMPACT OF GLOBAL
LEARNERS' AIR TRAVEL
To help "carbon-neutralize" the
environmental impact of international air travel, a dozen partici·
pants in the Guelph Global Learner
Program planted 500 trees in the
Arboretum April 21. The event was
initiated by Student Life in partner·
ship with the Arboretum, which
supplied land, and the County of
Wellington's Green l egacy Tree
Nur.sery, which provided the trees.
YARD SALE TO RAISE MONEY
FOR PIAYGROUND UPGRADES
The U of G Child-Care and l earning Centre is holding a yard sale
May 10 from 8 a.m . to noon to raise
money for renovations to the
infant and preschoo1/kindergar1co
playgrounds. The centre welcom es
donations of new or gently used
items. To donate icems, contact
Gabriele Polslerer ac Ext. 52682 or
childcare@uoguelph.ca.

OVC's New CT Facility
Gets Up and Running

ECONOMICS PROFESSOR
GIVES TALK IN CYPRUS
Prof. Brian Ferguson, Economics,
gave the annual economic lecture
hosted by the Cyprus Economic
Society, the Bank of Cyprus and the
Faculty of Economics and Management at the University of Cyprus
this week at Bank of Cyprus head·
quarters in Nicosia. He discussed
"National Health Systems: Incentives, Problems and Best Practices."

College at the forefront of veterinary imaging in North America

BATTER UP AT ROGERS CENTRE
Baseball Gryphons Adam Reynolds
and Nick Swerdlyk were part of an
elite group of athletes chosen to
participate in the annual OUA
All-Star Showcase May 4 at the Rogers Centre in Toronto. Reynolds, a
second-year infield player, and
Swerdlyk, a third-year centre
fielder, played in the big·league stadium following the conclusion of
the Toronto Blue Jays home game.

The following appointments have
recently been announced at U ofG:
• Lee Bennard, manager, infra·
structure programs, Research
Financial Services

OVC's new CT scanner was on display at an open house held April 25 to celebrate completion of the CT unit.
Seen throu_gh the "~onut" is Meg Pelton. executive assistant to Wayne Coveyduck, executive director of the
OVC Teaching Hospital.
PHOTO BY BARRY GUNN
BY BARRY GUNN

C

ONSTRUCTION WORKERS are
still adding finishing to uches,
but the OVC Teaching Hospital's
new CT imaging suite is now
operational, and major renovatio ns
to the radiology department are
almost complete.
The new core imaging facilities,
along with a complete Picture Archiving and Communications System (PACS) and a new Hospital
Information System, will improve
service to clients and referring veterinarians and lead to new opportuni·
ties in research and learning, says
project co·ordinator Prof. Stephanie
Nykamp, Clinical Studies.
"For us, the main focus is on client service, although I know of several research projects in the works
that will likely proceed now that we
have in·house CT capability," she
says.

An open house was held April 25

and I will be ecstatic when it's all fin.
for faculty and staff to celebrate ished."
completion of the CT unit, located
Having both CT and MRI faciliin what was formerly a large-animaJ ties puts the OVC Teaching Hospital
surgery dating back tothe 1950s. The at the forefront of veterinary imagfacility includes a control room and ing in North America, she says. Alconference room with a lead- though both provide essential and
shielded viewing area to max.imiu
often complem entary diagnostic inlearning opportunities for students formation - in some cases, a patient
and guests.
will have back·to·back MRI and CT
Down the hall in the small.ani- scans- CT has advantages when ex·
mal clinic, the radiology department amining head trauma or the chest
has been reconfigured to accommo· cavity or when trying to manage
date a new conventional X-ray ma· treatments for particular types of
chine with Ouoroscopy, new cancerous tumours.
workstations and office space.
''The biggest advantage is speed,"
Nykamp says that, apart from a says Nykamp, noting that a CT scan
few glitches, the renovation pro- might take 15 minutes, whereas an
ceeded more smoothly than she bad MRI scan can take an how or more.
envisioned.
"In practice, this means that we can
"Our technicians have been out~ diagnose and treat a patient under
standing in getting the job done de· one anesthetic, saving time and
spite the upheaval. I'm very pleased money. That will be a real asset to
with how things have gone so far, our clientele."

Scholarship of Teaching,
Learning Focus of Talks
Annual event an opportunity to connect, share, learn and celebrate accomplishments

F

and
small-group learning methods
to curriculum renewal and women
in academia and science, this year's
Teaching and Leaming In novations
Conference will cover a broad range
of topics as instructors and teaching
assistants gather to nehvork and
share their insights May21 from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Rozanski Hall.
"We tend to work from particular
disciplinary perspectives, and this
conference allows us to connect,
share and learn from those outside
our discipline," says Nancy Schmidt,
director of U of G's Learning Commons, who has been part of the conROM CAPSTONE COURSES

ference's organizing committee for
the past five years.
"It's also a day for people to come
together to celebrate their accomplishments and discuss the issues of
teaching and learning that matter to
them."
The theme of the 21st annual
conference is "The Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning." The key·
note speaker is Richard Gale, a visiting scholar and educationaJ
consultant from Doug]as College in
British Columbia. A former director
of the Carnegie Academy for the
Scholarship of Teaching and Leam ing, GaJe has more than 20 years of
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experience as an educator in higher
education.
The day will also feature a panel
discussion, workshops and more
than 30 presentations by members of
U of G's teaching community. In ad·
dition, the 2008 Provost's Award for
Innovation in Teaching will be
presented.
• The conference is organized by
the Leaming Commons, the Office
ofOpen Leaming and Teaching Sup·
port Services in partnership with this
year's sponsor, the Ontario Agricul·
turaJ College. For more information
and to register, visit www.tss.
uoguelph.ca.

!

• Carla Bradshaw, co-op/career co- ~
ordinator, Co·operative Education
and Career Services
• Paula Brazier, secretary, School
of Engineering
• Jane Colwell, manager, strategic
projects and i.nfrastructw e programs, Office of Research
• Hugh Clark, B.Comm. program
counsellor, College of Management and Economics {CME)

•

~

• i.mU.y Dab'mett~ b\o\nformati.c:.sl 1
interl3cing systems support, Labo· ,.._..
ratory Services
[ ·

• Dave Easter, manager of marketing and communications, Depart·
ment of Athletics
• Joanne Emeneau, m3nager, aca·
demic programs, CME
• Elaine Gowing, front-counter
clerk, Graduate Program Services
• Dwight Griffith, porter, Student
Housing Services
• Andrew Harris, scientist, Laboratory Services
• Frebis Hoffmeyer, assistant counsellor, CME
• Tara Lambe, textbook pwchasing
clerk, Hospitality Services
• Daniel leon·Velarde, e--learning
technology assistant, Office of
Open Learning
• Louise Mcintyre, secretary to the
chair, Department of Business
John Tartt, advancement
research officer, Alumni Affairs
and Development
•Lisa Vespasiano, diagnostic imag·
ing administrative clerk and PACS
administrator, OVC Teaching
Hospital.

~----------

IN MEMORIAM

Dona.Jd Grieve, a retired faculty
member and former chair in the
Department ofAnimal and Po uJtry
Science, died April 8 at age 73. A
two·time graduate of OAC and a
PhD graduate of Cornell University, he taught at U ofG from 1957
to 1994. He is survived by his wife.
Karen; three sons, Craig, Douglas
and David; and six grandchildren.
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'Practise·Like You Play'
BY TERESA PITMAN

W

arrived
in Canada as a I 9-year-old,

HEN KEITH MASON

he figured his soccer days we re over.

"Jn West Bromwich, England, where
I grew up, soccer was tlie sport, and I
w·as a big fa n," he says. "Wh en I
decided to move here, I knew soccer
wasn't espec ially popular in Canad a,
so I thought this would be the end of
the game for m e."

He couldn't have been more
wrong. Today, Mason's life is soccer,

soccer, soccer all the time.

As coach of U of G's men's soccer

team , he is kept busy working with

athletes, planning practices and
coaching games. He's also a staff
coach with the Ontario Soccer Association, working with young athletes
and up -and-coming young coaches.
In his free tim e, he likes to play -

yes, you guessed it - soccer.
When Mason arrived in Canada
in 198 l , he found work as an office
manager for a company at the Toronto airport but couldn't quite give
up on his favourit e sport . He joined
the Guelph Soccer Club so he co uld
play with a team and was eventually
tapped to coach some of the younger
players. "On ce I started coaching, I
fell in love with it," he says.
In 1990, he was hired to coach the
women's soccer team at U of G.
Seven years later, he m oved over to
the Gryphon m en's team.
"Both have unique challenges,"
he says. "I had som e very successful
:years with the women's team, and
we're working to achieve the same
with the m en's."
For Mason, work and pleasure
are happily combined in his job.
"I ab solutely love what I do. I
wouldn't want to do anything else.
This is such a fanta stic place to work,
and you get so much support, it really motivates you to work harder. "
The rhythm of his days on cam-

Gryphon soccer coach Keith Mason, shown here at the stadium used by the Walsall Football Club in England,

says he's eager to implement the new ideas gained from his trip.
pus varies with the seasons. Right
now, for example, he's gearing up to
run summer soccer camps for some
250 children aged seven to 14. Mason hires and trains the camp counsellors, plans the schedule and
generally organizes the four-week
program. By the time that's all finished , he'll be recruiting players for
the University team, which begins
practisin g in the middle of August.
"That's the start of my busiest
time," he says.
The fall semester brings daily
team practices, lots of planning,
one-on-one discussion s with players
about their work on the field and in
the classroom, and travel to gam es

around southwestern Ontario.
The soccer season ends around
mid-November, and the players take
a few weeks off to focus on exams
and enjoy the holiday break. But
that's just a short lull b ecause, come
January, Mason expects his players
to get busy again with indoor soccer
practices and tournaments th at last
until the end of the sem ester.
Meanwhile, Mason is also involved year-round with the Ontario
Soccer Association, teaching coaching skills to new youth coaches. "I
just spent a weekend providing 22
ho urs of training over two days."
The pace isn't likely to slow down
if his predictions are correct. H e sees

PHOTO COURTESY OF KEITH MASON

soccer b ecoming increasingly popular across Canada as well as at U of G.
"I see it becoming a m ajor sport."
Despite his many years of experience as a coach, Mason is eager to
keep developing his skills. "I'm very
interested in the science of coaching,
in learning better and more effective
approaches."
That's why he head ed to England
recently to spe nd two weeks observing and working with som e of Britain 's best professional soccer clubs
(in England, it's called football). "If
you want to be the best, learn from
the best," says Mason , who notes
that the trip wouldn't have been possible without the support of the De-

partment of Athletics and its
director, Tom Kendall. " Professional development is very important to both Tom and the
department, and I am grateful fo r
their com mitment to helping their
staff continue to grow."
While in England , Mason spent
five days observing the Everton
Pootball Club, a highly ranked professional team in Liverpool; four
days observin g the Walsall Football
Club; and one final day with the
West Bromwich dub from his
hometown. This gave him an opportunity to see team s at different levels
of competition.
What lessons did he learn?
"Everton is very scientific about
coaching," says Mason. "They use
video a lot, and they know how far
each player has run during a game,
how many times a player has passed
the ball, every detail of the play. They
analyze every game and every player
and give them feedback on how
they're doing and how they can improve
Improving the regular feedback
he gives players is just one of the
ideas Mason brought back from his
trip. In fac t, he has so many new
ideas to apply that he says he's finding it hard to wait until August to
start implementing them .
Mason was also impressed with
how enthusiastically the English
players embraced the motto: "Practise like you play."
"Th e level of intensity oithe players every time they stepped on the
field was powerful. Every practice,
even when it was just kids practising,
was like they were playing in the
World Cup finals. Tha>'s the kind of
desire and commitment that produce top athletes."
In fact , he says, "I think that idea
-giving your best every time - ap·
plies to everything we do in life, on
and off the soccer field."

From the Bottom Up
From a Communist town council to French-immersion supporters, new book explores grassroots social efforts in Canada over past 80 years
BY TERESA PITMAN

I

r's THE 1930s . T he Great Depression is in

full swing, times are tough, and the
Communist Party is officially illegal in Canada.
But it's during this time that a Communist
municipal government is elected in the most
unlikely of places a small town in
southwestern Alberta called Blairmore. Of
course, the town councillors don't call
themselves Communists thus getting
around the pesky legal issues - but once
elected, they ch ange the town's tax system,
m ake the anniversary of the Russian
Revolution an official holiday and refuse to
celebrate Rem embrance Day.
"They fou nd the chink in the armour that
let them achieve their goals," says Prof. Matthew Hayday, History, co-editor of the newly
published Mobilizatiori.s, Protests and Engage-

ments: Ca nadian Perspectives on Socia l Movements, where Blairmore's story is told. The
book is a collection of articles and essays about
various grassroots attempts to effect change in
Canada over the past 80 years.

"The Blairmore h istory, told by Kyle Franz,
a PhD student in history at Queen's University,
is a fasc inating story, especially because Alberta
is known today to be so conservative," says
Hayday.
But the Communist revolution in
Blairmore enjoyed only temporary success, he
adds. Although the councillors were re-elected
once by acclam ation, their successors in the
next election reversed m ost of the changes.
A similar reversal is being seen in the case of
French-immersion classes fo r New Brunswick
students - the topic of Hayday's chapter in
the book, titled "Mad at Hatfield's Tea Party. "
The historian's interest in the issues surround·
ing bilingualism in Can ada led him to explore
the experiences of an organization called Canadian Parents fo r French . This group of New
Brunswick parents b ecam e politically active
when their local school board began turning
away children whose parents wanted them in
French-immersion classes because only a
limited number of spots had been allotted.
"My article is a case study on how this
group ultimately took its fight to get the local
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school board to open up more spaces for
French-immersion students to the provincial
and federal governments," says Hayday. "Their
protests became the b asis for new French-immersion policies set by the Ministry of Education. It shows how a small local group can
actually change policy for an entire province."
The title "Mad at Hatfield's 'Pea Party'' refers to an incident when the protesting parents
showed up at the provincial legislatw e and
were invited in by then-premier Richard Hatfield and served tea using the elegant legislative
china.
"I think it says som ething about how differ·
ently p eople in social m ovements are treated
depending on how they are perceived," says
H ayday. "Most protesters don't get invited in
fo r tea with the premier. "
Today, however, m embers of Canadian
Parents for French are seeing their hard-won
victories being eroded, h e says.
"Around the same time the book cam e out,
the New Brunswick government announced
that it was planning to drop French immersion
in grades l to 4 starting in September, despite
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the research showing how important it is to
start early. I did a lot of interviews with the
New Brunswick media that week. And now Canadian Parents for French is remobilizing to
fight these changes and not let the organization's past achievements slip away."
Mobilizations, Protest.s and Engagement.s is
based on a March 2007 conference Hayday
helped organize while he was d oing a post-doctoral stint at Mount Allison University. The
book is interdisciplinary, including contributions from researchers in sociology, political
science, history, women's studies and education .
If there 's a lesson to be distilled from this
book, he thinks it might be in a quote from
Laurie Arron, an activist who worked for
EGALE (Equality for Gays and Lesbians Everywhere): "Never let the perfect be the enemy of
the good. " In other words, says Hayday, if
you're seeking social change, you 'll achieve
m ore wh en you "do the best you can, work
quickly, don't get bogged down in the process
and don't hold out for ideal solutions and
therefore end up with nothing. Be pragmatic."

A Finger on the
Consumer Pulse
Researchers launch first-ever large-scale consumer panel

U

BY DEIRDRE HEALEY
OF

G

RESEARCHERS

have

designed a way to collect

information and track changes in
Canadians' eating habits and food
perceptions by developing the firstever large-scale consumer panel
d edicated to research.
The Guelph Food Panel - made
up of 2,000 people - will allow researchers to survey participants with

24 hours' notice and to assess
changes in their responses over time.
"There is no other instrument
like this in Canada," says Prof: John
Cranfield of the Department of
Food, Agricultural and Resource
Economics. "We can see how people's concerns and perceptions
about food and their consumption
patterns change over time."
Previous methods provided only

a snapshot of information because
researchers were surveying a certain
group of people at a certain time, he
says. With the panel, members can
be surveyed on the same topic years
apart to see how their views have
changed.
The panel can aJso give researchers immediate consumer responses
to any food crisis that might occur,
says Prof. Spen cer Henson, who
h elped develop the panel with
Cranfield and post-doctoral research associate OliverMasakare.
"If there's a food scare tonight,
we can send them a survey within 24
hours," says Henson. "This system
allows us to have our finger on the

pulse of Canadians with respect to
food."
Panel members will receive half a
dozen onlinc surveys a year on topics relevant to Canada's food system.
The panel is made up of people from
the Guelph area, but they were recruited based on age, gender and
level of education to ensure the
group is representative of the Canadian population, says Henson.
Partly funded by the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs and the Advanced
Food Materials Network, the panel
will be used by researchers to examine consumers' perceptions of the
food system and their level of confidence in such things as local farms,
imported food and grocery chains.
Researchers will also be looking
at consumers' responsiveness to new
foods, their diet. whether thefre
trying to eat healthier, what types of
food they believe to be healthier and
perceived obstacles to healthy
eating.
As consumers become more informed about food issues, it's important for researchers to assess how
this is affecting what people are buying, says Cranfield.
"With this information, we can
inform the food system and the government about the views of Canadians towaTds food. Our inten.t with
this research is to find ways of making the food system work better."
Researchers are still accepting
panel members. Send e·mail to
foodpanel@uoguelph.ca.

P:rof. lindsay Rob\nson ho\s\s a g\ass o, \he ta\ coc\l.ta\\ sne he\ped de'4e\op to e nab\e researc.ners to better
study the body's response to fats. With her is PhD student Mark Dekker.
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

Gotta Run and Eat!
CBS prof studies how exercise affects body's response to fatty foods

Biologist Discusses
Work on Antibodies H

BY DEIRDRE HEALEY
ITIING THE GYM before eating

W

Prof. Azad Kaushik, Koti and Kaushik have engineered
Molecular and Cellular antibodies against bovine herpes viBiology (MCB), on the genetic rus type I. Working with Prof. Eva
origin of cattle antibodies was Nagy, Pathobiology, the researchers
spotlighted at the annual meeting of have tested the efficacy of engineered antibodies for treating respithe American Association of Immunologists last month in San Diego. ratory and genital diseases caused by
Kaushik was an invited speaker at this virus in cattle. Those diseases
the meeting. where he also co- cost the Canadian cattle industry
chaired a session on comparative about $100 million a year.
Kaushik says these antibodies are
immunoglobulin structure and
unusually large, making them easier
function.
He discovered these antibodies to work with. Genetic engineering to
- among the largest known - in manipulate these molecules may
1998 with then graduate student yield new diagnostic tools, drugs or
Surinder Saini. Another grad stu- therapies for use in cattle, he says.
His work has been supported by
dent, Farbod Shojaei, conducted
the Natural Sciences and Engineerfollowup studies.
Madhuri Kou, a recent MCB ing Research Council and the OnPhD graduate, has found the cow tario Ministry of Agriculture, Food
genes that produce these antibodies. and Rural Affairs.
ORK BY

a high-fat meal can help
relieve some ofthe guilt, but a U ofG
researcher is examining whether
exercising a day in advance can also
help reduce the negative effects fatty
foods can have on the body.
"It's difficult to get p eople to cut
out all high- fat m eals in their diet, so
we want to see if exercise might help
the way the body responds to these
fatty foods by looking at lipid and
honnone levels in the blood," says
Prof. Lindsay Robinson, Human
Health and Nutritional Sciences.
After a person ingests a high- fat
meal, the lipids in the blood will typically rise and s tay elevated for
hours, which is a risk factor for cardiovascular disease, says Robinson.
"Exercising the day before may
help prevent lipid levels from skyrocketing and therefore reduce the
stress that eating high-fat meals can
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have on the body."
Instead of loading up on fast
food, the subjects in this study will
be drinking a newly designed fat
cocktail made only with lipids.
"Previous studies that have tested
the bodfs response to fat have used
fast food or other fatty foods, but
when you ingest a typical high-fat
meal, you are also ingesting various
carbohydrates and proteins that can
influence the bodfs response," says
Robinson, who helped develop the
fat cocktail.
'We wanted to develop a pure fat
beverage so we could isolate the
bodfs response to fat and have
better control over the types and
amount of fat being ingested."
In an earlier study, she tested the
effectiveness of the fat cod.1:ail on
males with normal lipid levels. The
results, which were recently published in the /oumal ofApplied Physiology, N11tritio11 and Metabolism,
showed the drink was successful in

elevating blood lipid levels over an
eight-hour period after ingestion.
In the current study, she aims to
discover if exercise can help aUeviate
the negative response in subjects
with high blood lipid levels and what
the mechanism might be.
The subjects, who are men between the ages of 40 and 70, will either walk on a treadmill for 60
minutes or remain sedentary the day
before drinking the cocktail.
"Although it's expected that exercise will have a beneficial impact
on how subjects' blood lipids respond to the fat cocktail, it's important to note that the benefits of one
session of exercise won 't last forever," says Robinson. "People need
to exercise regularly to maintain the
favourable effects."
Researchers are still accepting
participants for the study. For information, contact Robinson's labora·
tory at Ext. 56967 or Mark Dekker at
mdekker@uoguelph.ca.

Groundwater Specialist Digs Up Answers
Senior Industrial Research Chair studies movement of chlorinated solvents, pathogenic viruses through groundwater in fractured rock
BY REBECCA KENDALL

P

ROF. BETH PA RKER has been making a big
splash since joining U of G's School of
Engineering in 2006 and becoming a Sen ior
Industrial Research Chair (JRC). The chair
brings with it more than $5 million in funding
over five years from industry partners,
municipalities and the Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council . They're all
banking that Parker, an environmental
engineer specializing in groundwater research,
will dig up answers to some tough questions.
'Tm honoured to receive the IRC and see
this as a great opportunity to work with my
sponsors, colleagues and students to advance
the state of the science." says Parker, who is
studying chlorinated solvents, which are oily
liquids frequently used in commercial and ind ustrial man ufacturing.
Among other issues, she is examin ing how
these cbemicaJs travel through groundwater in
fractu red rock, where they're coming fro m,
bow they affect well-water supplies and
whether they can be easily removed or destroyed unde rground .
Her interest in groundwater contamination
goes beyond chlorinated solvents to include
pathogenic viruses that are particu1arly prone
to travelling quickly in fractured rock. This re·
search is done at contaminated sites in Ontario
and elsewhere.
These issues are of particu1ar interest in
southern Ontario because the region sits on
top of sedimentary rock, she says.
"These chemicals easily invade our freshwater resources. Since the Second World War,
they've been used in almost all types of industrial and commercial operations. They're even
foun d in household cleaners. What we've realized in the last 20 years, as we've started looking for these chemicals, is that they're
everywh ere. They're hard to get out of the
groundwater because of their low drinkmg-water limits compared with their aqueous
solubilities. As a resuJt, they're going to be with
us for a long time. "
Chl orinated solvents, some of which are
carcinogenic, are find ing their way into supply
weUs and into people's homes, says Parker.

«water is an important resource, and many people in my profession talk about it becoming

the new oil," says Prof. Beth Parker, who studies how chemicals travel through
groundwater in fractured sedimentary rock.

Owners of the problem - -C.Ommercialand ind ustrial property owners - have been under
pressure for a number of years to understand
and remediate these problems, but it's expensive to study the subsurface, and quick solutions aren't readily available, she says.
"A lot of the existing water p roblems we're
dealing with may actually be 20, 30 and 40
years old . Understanding the movement of
these contaminants b ecomes directly relevant
to the decisions that people who use them in
their b usiness have to make. Regulations exist
that require owners with contaminated prop-
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erties to remove the pollutants.) and they need
to know h ow to do that. I'm working in
fractured sedimentary rock because it's one of
the least explored environments to date, and
there are opportunities to change our con ceptual model for how we understand the
processes."
About 20 years ago, Parker was sitting on
the other side o f the issue as a project man ager
for Eastman Kodak in Rochester, N.Y. Originally from Perry, N. Y, she earned a B.Sc. in
economics and aquatic environments from Allegheny College and an M.Sc. in engineering

from Duke University before joining Kodak.
"They had problems with chemicals in sedimentary rock, and as a project manager, I was
responsible for helping Kodak make decisions
about how to investigate and how to manage
its bedrock contamination problem. I realized
the answers weren't obvious o r available, so I
became interested in the research side of
things."
Her interest in pursuing a research career
was what brought her to Canada. After completing a PhD in earth sciences at the University of Waterloo, she taught and did research
there for 11 years.
Her career has included working with contaminated groundwater in sand and gravel
aquifers, clayey aquitards and now in sedimentary rock.
"Water is an important resource, and many
people in my pro fession talk about it becoming
the n ew oil. ft 's scarce around the world, and
locally it can also be very scarce, especially if
poorly managed. But because we Jive in a water-rich part of the world, this might not be
readily apparent to many o f us. With the population of the whole region growing, we're beginning to fe el the pressure to properly manage
our groundwater resow ce. We have a culture
wh ere we think we'll never run out of water,
and our mindset needs to evolve."
Parker, who moved to Guelph five years
ago, n otes that local citizens haven't given up
on the city's groundwater supply. "Guelph is
trying to grow smart and be self-sustainable,
and that's exciting."
She believes her work will affect the way the
scientific community approaches site investigations and remedi,a~on ;i~ ~ iJ:c;s , wit9,grRµ,J?.d
water contamination. Besides finding answers
to the riddles that plague this field, she is working to d evelop new conceptual models, along
with new tools and methods for characterizing
these sites.
"The ultimate goal is to better understand
these sites and the risks posed by these contaminants due to their behaviow in the subsurface .
Things will improve as we understand the nature of the problem in more detail and learn to
factor this information into the decision-making process

E-Tourism Modules Teach Students to Log In and Go
HTM teams up with travel booking firm to enhance textbook learning about e-tourism and e-marketing
BY REBECCA KENDALL

I

and search fo r
the words "online travel," within
seconds you'll have information
from more than 79 million travel
websites, including Expedia, Yah oo!
and Honvire. Each year, an estimated five million Can adian travellers go online and book everything
fro m flights and accommodations to
entertainment and ground transportation.
It's the new face of the hosp itality
and to urism industry, and starting
this fall students in the School of
Hospitality and Tourism Management (HTM) will enhance their textbook learning ab out e-tourism and
e-marketing with a series of new
hands-on modules designed to set
them apart from the competition
once they hit the workforce.
"We haven't seen this kind of
hands-on application at the univerF YOU GO ONLINE

sity level," says Prof. Statia Elliot,
who notes that these modules will fill
a gap identified by the school's industry partners. "We've been told
that it would be incredibly beneficial
if our graduates had this knowledge
and could help their employers with
e-management."
Recognizing the importance o f
these skills, HTM has partnered with
Meridian Reservation Systems to
create a series of fo ur e-tourism
modules that will be ready for September. The modules, which will
bolster the school's new e-tourism
curriculum, will initially be used in
marketing, d estination management, operations and strategic management courses and will feature
video- and web-based training, says
Elliot.
An introductory module will
cover consumer-focused information by showing students how customers book online and how they

navigate the system to find the information they need. Other modules
will allow students to view the back
end of the system and work from the
perspective of the hotel or airline.

"It's critical for students
to gain experience with
putting attractive travel
packages together and
marketing them to
target audiences."
ThefU also learn how booking information is passed from the consumer to the central reservation
system or the destination management system, depending on whether
thefre booking individual travel
products or entire packages.

AT GUELPH

6

MAY 7, 2008

"It's critical for students to gain
experience with putting attractive
travel packages together and marketing them to target audiences if they
want to set their organization apart
among highly competitive d estinations," says HTM professor Chris
Cho i, who teaches destination
man age ment.
Technology has revolutionized
and vastly expanded the possibilities
for- the distributio n, management
and marketing of tourism and hospitality pro ducts, says Prof. Marion
Joppe, HTM research chair. "We
want our graduates to have the
knowledge and skills required to effectively work in today's e-tourism
environment."
In addition to providing actual
booking data (company and CiU Stomer names won't be shared with
students). Meridian, whose site receives more than four million hits
and 100,000 bookings annually, is

offering students access to some of
its customer data. This includes geographic location, length of travel,
booking rates, frequen cy, how far in
advance consumers are booking
their trips, and the types o f products
thefre buying as part of their travel
packages .
"Right away we can look at
high-yield and low-yield markets
and target marketing efforts to areas
that are higher-yield," says Elliot.
"These are rich data that can support
marketing decisions and give us a
good sense o ~ our key markets."
All this additional information
will allow students to develop a
greater understanding of how hotel
and tourism operators market to the
consumer, she says.
"It's a growing way of doing business, and it'll give our students, who
are already highly employable, more
marketability and allow them to
bring more to the industry."

First and Last an Icelander
Visiting educator will take distance education lessons from Guelph home to Iceland

W

BY TERESA PITMAN
E ALL DEFINE "ESS ENTIALS " a little

Ocean. They loved the country, which was completely unsettled at the time, but named it Iceland to
discourage other settlers from following them.
When they explored further west and found a much
colder, snow-covered land, they named it GreenJand
to attract people there instead.
Iceland is about one-tenth the size of Ontario
and has a population of about 313,000. After many
years of isolation from much of the rest of the world,
the country has experienced rising levels of immigration in recent years, says Oskarsson.
There are good reasons to move there, he adds.
In 2007, Iceland was named the most developed
country in the world, according to the Human Development Index. Iceland was also the first demo·
cratic country to directly elect a fema1e president,
Vigdis Finnbogadottir.

differently. For example, motorcycles might not be at the top of
everyone's list, but one of the first
things Adam Oskarsson did when he arrived in Canada
last August was buy another Harley-Davidson. (He'd
left his other one back home in Iceland.)
"We're making the most of our time here," says
Oskarsson, who is spending a year in Guelph with his
wife and family while working at Computing and
Communications Services.
The Harlers essential because "making the most 0
of his time includes a trip down Route 66 on his bike.
'Tm turning SO, and my wife gave me the trip as a
birthday present," says Oskarsson, who hit the road
last week and reports via e·mail that he's "having the
time of my life." Over the winter, he and his family visited Florida and Myrtle Beach wing more conventional methods of travel.
Of course, his year here isn 't all about travel opportunities. His sabbatica1 was arranged through the lceland·Guelph Institute, and he's interested in learning
from U of G's experience with distance education and
online courses.
Formalized in 2004, the institute builds on a
25-year relationship between Guelph and four
post-secondary institutions in Iceland - H6lar University College, the University of Iceland, the University of Akureyri and Hvanneyri Agricultural
University. Through the institute, students, faculty
and researche rs at all five universities can participate in
exchange programs, interdisciplinary research and
distance education programs.
Oskarsson is a teacher and system administrator at
the University of Akureyri, which opened in 1987 with
just 25 students but has grown rapidly and now has
about 1,400. He is also system administrator at
Verkmenntaskolinn a Akureyri, a local high school. Opened in
1984, the school has 1,200 day students and another 700 or 800
enrolled in distance education.
uwe were pioneers in distance education at the high school
level:' he says. "That first year, we had only six students; now we
have about 800 in many different countries. At one point, our
program spanned 16 time z.ones."
Oskarsson says his U ofG experience has given him the op·
portunity to talk to a lo t of people about distance education.
"It's good to see that, a1though the University of Guelph is so
much bigger, you are facing some of the same problems and
questions I dea1 with in Iceland. Of course, here you have more
staff and more expertise to work on the solutions."
He first visited Canada more than 25 years ago to attend the
University of Toronto. He knew then that he'd want to come
back.
' 1It's been a goa1 for me and my wife for the past I 0 years," he
says, adding that he loves the easy access to the Canadian outdoors and the friendly community.

Iceland, though , will a1ways be home. "I am first and last an
Icelander." He's proud of his homeland's unique culture and
dramatic landscapes. "Always when I live somewhere else, I
miss Iceland - it keeps pulling me back. "
He says much about Iceland is different than most North
Americans are used to, including the way people are named.
There, parents and children don't share the same last aame; instead, parents pass on their first name to form their children's
surname. Oskarsson 's father's name is Oskar, and bis own sons
are named Oskar Adamsson and Asgeir Adamsson. His daughter's name is Lily Adamsdottir, and he says his wife, Hugrun
Helgadottir, would never change her last name to match his because it wouldn 't make sense.
One misconception Oskarsson would like to clear up about
his homeland involves the country's weather. "Iceland is not really as cold as people imagine," he says. And the name is deliberately misleading.
When a group of rebels were thrown out of Norway back in
930, they escaped to an unnamed island in the North Atlantic

summer."

"I was excited to find out that she has an honor·
ary doctorate from the University of Guelph,'' he
says. "She's someone people in Iceland respect and
admire very much, so I was pleased to know that
Guelph had honoured her this way."
Although the Gulf Stream does moderate Iceland's climate, the island itself is actually only just
south of the Arctic Circle. As a result, in some places
in the northern part of the island, there is no sunlight at all for about three months in the winter, says
Oskarsson. "On the other hand, we get swllight 24
hours a day from May to the end of July. It is absolutely fantastic to be out camping or fishing that
time of year."
Don't people find it difficult to deal with three
months of darkness? He shrugs. "We don't worry
about it-you get used to it." Although it's dark, the
weather doesn'tgelas cold, or stay as cold, as it does
in Canada, he says. Summers are moderate, too.
"Twenty degrees would be a good day in the

Besides riding his Harley, Oskarsson loves the outdoors, skiing and fishing-all conveniently close to his home in Iceland.
"For us to go skiing, it takes five minutes. It's like going next
door to go up in the mountain."
Yes, Iceland has m ountains, and some of them are volcanic.
Hot springs and geysers are found throughout the country, including the Geysir, from which the English word is derived.
Two of bis three children have joined Oskarsson and his wife
on this sabbatical journey and are attending Centennial c vr.
His older son, Oskar, is also doing some distance education
programs with his school back in Iceland - programs
developed by his father.
"The computer bas changed so much and opened up so
many opportunities," says Oskarsson. "It makes it possible for
kids to keep up with their education even if they go to Africa
with their parents, and it has made it possible for me to come
here and still keep up with projects from my schools in Iceland.
It 's amazing when you think about it."

CBS Prof Studies Human Impact on Nature in North

"WE

BY ANDREW VOWLES
UNMISTAKABLY have

an effect on the
environment. The question is, what
type of environment do we want?"
Prof. Karl Cottenie, Integrative
Biology, is looking north to learn
more about humans' effects on
nature and how to lessen the impact
of climate change and other factors.
This summer he will begin study·
ing ponds and pools around Hudson
Bay that he believes will serve as natural early warning systems for the effects of climate change. Working in
ponds often no bigger than the desk-

top in his science complex office,
Cottenie will look at physicaJ factors
- salinity, pH - and creatures
living in the pools.
He hopes his studies will help scientists figure out whether ranges of
plants and animals are changing.
Many researchers believe a warmer
climate will allow organisms to push
northward into new areas. Northern
regions are particularly vulnerable to
climate change, he says, adding that
many experts point to human activities such as burning of fossil fuels as a
major factor.
Cottenie will study changes in
communities of zooplankton - mi-

croscopic animals such as rotifers
and copepods, which resemble tiny
shrimps. "It 's like entering a different world," he says.
Most of his hands-on work will
involve analyzing data and looking
for patterns on the computer. A
graduate student will help set up experiments and collect samples this
summer near Churchill, Man.
The researchers may, for example, alter salinity in variow pools and
rest the effects on plants and anima1s.
They'll also study pH or acidity,
which is linked to atmospheric carbon dioxide levels. Scientists think
rising levels of atmospheric col are
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aJtering the ac idity of lakes and
oceans.
Cottenie says working in small
pools will help make the project
manageable. Al the sam e time, he ex·
peels to use systems and resources
back here at Guelph. Researchers at
the Biodiversity Institute of Ontario
(BIO) will help him use U of G's
bar-coding technology to identify
many cryptic specimens of organ·
isms. He first visited Churchill last
swruner with departmental col·
league Prof. Paul Hebert, who runs
the BIO and has spent years working
on organisms in northern Canada.
Cottenie also expects to use the

limnotron , a new research facility
opening this year in the BIO. There,
huge tanks will allow researchers to
create artificial ecosys tems to test environmental fuctor.s. He anticipates
running tests there to complement
his field studies.
''That's where the limnotron be·
comes useful," he says. Even with the
best-designed field study, "you can't
control everything. With studies of
dispersal, it's bard to stop natural
movement. You have cryptic dis·
persal stages in some organisms.
Things get moved by wind and animals. It's difficult to completely
eliminate that."

What the Animals Have to Say

English prof says we need to read between the lines of animal-centric works from Charlotte's Web to Stuart Little

BY ANDREW VOWLES

A

NIMAL WEANING, mating and
motherhood, transportation of
food animaJs - and British literary
texts? No, there hadn't been a
conference mix-up. Among the
biologists and animal and veterinary
scientists on the bill at last month's
first-eve r
research
symposium
hosted by U of G's Campbell Centre
fo r the Study of Animal Welfare,
there was room for insights from
Prof. Anne Milne, English and
Theatre Studies.
Milne has spent about a decade
studying how writers - particularly
18th-century \vriter.s - depict and
give voice to animals. When she
learned the conference organizers
were looking for speakers, she believed she had som ething to say. But
it was hardly a one-way street.
"I also thought it was a good opportunity to learn what some agricultural people are thinking about,n
she says.
At the confe rence, Milne discussed two literary works during her
talk on "The Power of Testimony:
the Speaking Animal's Plea for Understanding in a Selection of 18thCentury British Literary Texts. "
The Mouse's Petition, a poem by
Anna Letitia Barbauld, is a lament by
a trapped mouse to Joseph Priestley,
who conducted experiments on air
and oxygen. Reading excerpts from a
children's book by Dorothy Kilner
called Tiie Life and Perambula tions of
a Mouse, Milne also discussed views
of children 's and adults' behaviour
and values.
Those works may seem removed
from the hands- on topics in animal
husbandry discussed by other speakers and conference attendees. But
she believes people's views and treatment of animals - livestock, lab anunals, pets - develop out of ideas
ingrained early through cultural
practices and products.

What we write about animals says a Lot about how we treat them, says Prof. Anne Milne.
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Do you think of The Wind in the
Willows, The House at Pooh Corner,
Shlart Little and Charlotte's Web as
benign storybooks for kids? Think
again, says Milne, who read all those
children 's classics while growing up
in Guelph. Nothing is ju.st a story.
"Stories have a powerful effect on
who we are.~'
She believes people can reveal attitudes by looking more closely at
how stories, art and even products
like those stuffed animals on a shelf
in her office represent animals.
"The question I' m interested in
is, how much do we need to listen to
these kinds of representations?
When humans speak fo r animals or
use animal voices. wh at inaccuracies
or problems come o ut?"
Milne says these are ethical questions that need to be considered in

treating animals. as difficult as it may
be for people to think about animals
as "stakeholders" in their own welfa re. (Other conference speakers
from the College of Arts were philosophy professor-s Jean Harvey, who
discussed animal use, and Karen
Houle.)
"lt's a hugely complex question,"
says Milne - not just for animals
but for humans as well.
She suggests that it also shades
into our views of environmental issues. Do we see ourselves as a part of
nature or apart from it?
"If humans separate themselves
from their reality as animals, then do
they also separate themselves from
nature?"
Viewing literary works through
an environmental lens is ecoc riticism, an other keen interest for

Milne. She thinks there are ethical
Jes.sons in varied books, from anything by Thoreau to works by Utah
naturalist-author Terry Tempest
W illiams to the "dystopian" Oryx
and Crake by Margaret Atwood.
For Milne, thinking about the environment involves being conscious
of your own place in it. Simplistically, writers and c;ritics call that "setting," alongside character, plot,
dialogue and other elements. But it's
deeper than that, she says. You develop environmental awareness
th.rough your own experience. She
admires authors wh o can summon
that sense of place in their works.
Hoping to underline that connection for Guelph students, she is
developing a course for the fall that
will take undergraduates on walking
tours, perhaps historical walks on

campus or a nature jaunt through
the
Arboretum.
Sh e
credits
Thoreau's essay Walking as part of
the genesis for that idea .
She's also taught the introductory
literature course called '\Reading the
Past'' and fourth-year seminars on
ecofeminism and on the animal in
18th- and 19th-century literature.
Milne arrived at U of G in early
2007 from a faculty position at
McMaster University>s Centre for
Leadership and Learning. After
growing up in Guelph, she completed three English degrees at
McMaster.
She still lives in downtown Hamilton, where she's an artist and enthusiastic
gallery-goer.
Milne
marries text and photographs for installations that often comment on
the n ature of art itselfi. H er 2004 project about the development o f a
downtown mall raised questions
about h ow citizens engage in urban
design and politics. That's a topic
that she acknowledges reson ates
with her current interest in lending a
voice to the voiceless .
This year, Bucknell University
Press will publish a book based on
Milne's PhD thesis, which looked at
labour and class issues in the 1700s.
Borrowing &om a line by poet Ann
Yearsley, the book is called Lnctilla

Te"ds Her Fav'rite Cow: Ecocritical
Readings of Animals and Wom en in
18th-Century British LabouringClass Women 's Poetry.

Milne smiles. "That's in keeping
with 18th-century literature - they
liked Long titles."
Prof. Georgia Mason, Animal
and Poultry Science, says the humanities faculty brought a different
perspective to the symposium.
"They are much more comfortable about asking unsettling questions like: An we consistent in how
we treat different species? lf not, why
not? And how much of what we do to
animals is simply morally wrong?"

Project Assesses Use of Reed Plants in Treating Waste
Alfred Campus researchers study reed bed filters for use in sewage treatment

C

BY ANDREW VOWLES
ALL IT A SEWAGE TREATMENT

plant - with the emphasis on
"plant." At U of G's Alfred Campus,
researchers are using reeds planted
in a modified sandbox in hopes of
yielding a cheaper and more efficient
way to treat sewage for municipalities and other treatment operators.
Pending provincial regulation
will ban the application of untreated
septage (sludge from septic tanks) to
agricultural land. Prof. Chris lGnsley
says a reed bed filter offers promise
for treating that waste.
He and other Alfred researchers
are studying this technology with
Ren~ Goulet Septic Tank Pumping, a
private operator. The project is
based at the company's waste-treatment site in Alexandria, about 45
minutes from the campus.

Two years ago, the researchers installed a lined pit about two metres
deep fill ed with layers of gravel and
sand and planted with reeds. Septic
waste collected from area homes is
pumped in and percolates through
the pit. The idea is to separate liquid
from solids.
Liquid percolating through the
filter is pumped into the company's
treatment lagoon and used to irrigate a poplar plantation that will
eventually be harvested. Biosolids
trapped in the filter could be applied
to land as composted fertilizer.
Kinsley says the reed plants are
vital to proper filtering. Sand alone
serves as a natural filt er, but it dogs
up easily. Plant roots break apart the
clogging layer of solids and create
capillaries that allow water to drain.
The plants also suck up water that ultimately evaporates from their

He says the system is intended as
leaves, helping to dry the biosolids in
the waste material.
a pilot site to test the concept. If it
The reeds also pump oxygen into works - if the system filters waste
the root zon e. That allows bacteria to without clogging up and if it funcgrow and break down waste aerob i- tions through Ontario winters - a
cally, preventing odours from an aer- municipality might adapt it for
obic decomposition.
la(ger-scale treatment. He says land
The researchers use common costs might be critical because the
reeds that grow wild in wet areas in
reed beds need sufficient space.
Ontario. Kinsley says plant scientists
Kinsley is now designing a system
might be interested in testing various to be installed in Algonquin Park
species to see which ones work next year. He expects to use that inbetter. He says it's important to let stallation to generate research data
the reed plants establish themselves for U ofG.
before beginning to dump in waste.
Reed bed technology was develThe Alfred team had to replant dur- oped in Denmark, where it's used to
ing its first season.
treat the excess bacteria and detritus
Besides separating liquids and that accumulate in mWlicipal wastesolids, the system "is actually treat- water treatment facilities. iJ'he idea
ing the waste water," says Kinsley. has spread to other countries, inWater percolating to the bottom of cluding France and Germany.
the filters is already much cleaner
Kinsley says the systems cost less
to build and maintain than convenwhen it arrives at the lagoon.
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tional treatment plants. But researchers need to learn more about
the kinds of questions he's investigating, including how much material
the system can take at a time.
The reed bed is a form of built
wetland, which has been a focus of
research by Kinsley and Alfred colleague Anna Crolla for about 10
years. They have built and evaluated
systems to treat municipal lagoon efflu ent, runoff &om dairy operations,
landfill leachate and mining waste
streams.
Under a current project funded
by the Association of Universities
and Colleges of Canada, a pilot wetland system has been built in Morocco to study treattnent and reuse
applications in an arid climate.
Both Kinsley and Croll a belong to
the U of G-based Ontario Rwal
Wastewater Centre.

•

KRISTA BIANCO
Co-ordinator of tl1e supported learning gro 11ps program in
the Learning CommotiS,joined U ofG in 2007

says. "I like to have at least one song that everyone in the
audience knows, no matter what their age."
At a recent concerti, one of the organizers of the

"t>ve always loved plants," says
Krista Bianco, "and my big project right now is gardening."
She appreciates the recent
arrival of warm spring weather,

Waterloo Jazz Festival was in the audience and promptly
signed Klaehn 's group to perform at the festival July 12.
Although organizing and looking for performance
opportunities can be a lot of work, KJaehn says it's worth

but she didn't let the long cold
winter slow down her garden-

"I like my life. When yo u have a passion for something, it's hard to explain it to other people. This is my
passion."
To hear some sound clips of his music, visit
www.andykJaehn .com.

it.

ing plans.
"I plant my seeds indoors
and then transplant them into
li tt~ pots so I can move them

Krista Bianco

into the garden once it's warm
enough. I foc us on vegetables and herbs, and I'm really
looking forward to eating what Fve grown."
For Bianco, gardening is "extremely relaxing," and
that's a good thing because the rest of her life has been on
the hectic side since the arrival of Ella, now 21 months
old. "My free time is all about being with my daughter."
Just as she loves watching plants grow, Bianco is enjoying seeing Ella grow into a lively and active toddler.
Like her mother, Ella enjoys being outdoors, and they
freq uently go for walks to the park or hang o ut in the
backyard. "Ella also loves animals. Whenever we're out
for a walk and see a dog or a bird, she wants to run right
up to it. I'm planning to take her to the zoo soon - I
think she'll love it."
And does Ella share her mother's love of gardening?
Time will tell , says Bianco, but "if her fascination with
worms, dirt and rocks is any indication, she's certainly
picked it up."

JOCELYN WESSELS
M.Sc. candidate in tlie Departmen t of Biomedical Scieuces

Now that she's finished
defending her thesis, Jocelyn
Wessels is spending her fre e
time reviewing the geography
of southwestern Ontario.
"I'm &om Ottawa, and I
haven't even had a car during
my six years in Guelph, so I
don' t even know which direction to go to get to Cambridge," she says.
Why the sudden interest in
navigating the community? Well, her geographical
knowledge - and many other skills - are going to be
put to the test June 7 and 8 as she and Emma Wixey, a
2006 8.A.Sc. graduate of Guelph , compete in the Southern Ontario Amazing Race. Based on the TV show of the
same name, this event will have competing teams of two
ANDYKLAEHN
embark on a two-day trek around southern Ontario,
Sessioual instructor in tire School of Fine Art arid Music completing surprise puzzles and challenges along the
way.
since 1997
The event is a fundrai ser fo r the Children's FoundaThere's considerable overlap
tion of Guelph-Wellington.
between Andy K1aehn's life in
"The foundation isn't well-known, but it's a very
and outside of the classroom,
worthwhile charity," says Wessels. "It provides grants
but that's the way he likes it.
and bursaries to underprivileged children in the area.
"Basically my work is
For example, kids and their famili es can apply to particitwo-pronged," he says. "One is
pate
in soccer or hockey or other sports that they
teaching music and the other is
couldn't
otherwise afford."
1
performing music.'
That's a cause that's dose to her heart. "I used to
Encouraged by his father,
work at a summer camp, and I know how valuable these
who played trumpet, Klaehn
experiences are for kids."
took up the clarinet at around
This is the fifth year of the fund.raising race, and 20
age I 0 and now plays all the
woodwind instruments. He performs with other musi- teams will be participating. Each team has to raise
cians in various combinations, including duos, trios and money in advance of the contest.
«we've been going door to door and asking for donaquartets.
tions," says Wessels, "and we're thinking of doing a bake
"I'm involved in up to a dozen performances each
sale and other things to bring in more."
month," he says. "We play at weddings, parties and any
Despite her e:urrent lack of geographical knowledge,
event where people want live background music. I also
she's optimistic that she and Wixey will do well. Her only
have kind of a home base at a great little restaurant called
worry: "This year, one of the sponsors is a helicopter
Cafe Bolero in Kitchener, where I perform with others
company, so I'm thinking a helicopter ride might be inabout three times a month."
volved. It would be exciting, but fm kind of afraid of
Although generally labelled a jazz musician, K1aehn
heights."
says he tries to mix in some pop and contemporary muFor more information about the race and the founsic when he performs.
dation's work or to make a donation to Wessels' team,
"We'U play songs by Elton John and Billy Joel, even
visit www.therace.ca or www.geocities.com/emmaand
the themes from The Flintstones and Spiderma11," he
jocelynsoar.

New Building
Key Part of OVC's
Strategic Vision
Continued from page 1
the building comes &om the federal
and provincial governments, as well
as U of G and private-sector
partners.
"Veterinary medicine has a critical fun ction in human health and
weU-being," says OVC dean Elizabeth Stone. "There is a growing need
in Canada and globally for expertise
in public health , infectious diseases,
pathology and immunology. This
new facility will accelerate our ability
to advance animal and human
health care and provide global leadership through education and
research."
The
Pathobiology/ Animal
Health Lab building fulfils a key
component of OVC's strategic vision, says Stone. As the coQege approaches its ISOth an niversary in
20 12, it is focusing on several key
initiatives, including a new educational centre in primary health care;
an animal cancer centre; an equine
performance and reproduction centre; and other improvements that
will facilitate continued delivery of
leading-edge medical, surgical and
diagnostic imaging services.
As a partner with the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs in the Ontario Animal
Health Surveillance Network, the

AHL contributes to maintaining
healthy animals and safe food in Ontario by providing specialized diagnostic services for veterinarians and
public- and private-sector agencies.
Last year. for example, U ofG scientists made a chemical discovery
that explained how pets in the
United States and Canada were affected by chemical contaminants
discovered in recalled pet foo d products. The AHL was involved in conducting tests on the crystal-like
substances found in the kidneys and
urine of affected animals.
"These new facilities will greatly
improve our biosecurity and biocontainment, protecting both our
staff and our clients' herds and
flocks from the pathogens that we
deal with," says AHL director Grant

Maxie.

The new building will also complement the OVC Heahh Sciences
Centre - a bold new vision for the
college that will transform the ave
Teaching Hospital and shape the future of the profession, says Stone.
Part of that initiative includes a
large-animal isolation unit that is
under construction at the southwest
corner of the ave complex and that
will set a new standard in patient
housing and infection control.

CARELESS DOG OWNERS SPOIL ENJOYMENT
We are privileged to have the publicly accessible Arboretum at the
Univer.sity of Guelph. There> you
can enjoy the tranquility of nature
with trees, flowers, the stream, the
pond and the English, Japanese,
Italian and rose gardens with all
their wildlife.
Thanks to the abundance of
trees, shrubs and plants with
nameplates, it's easy to get familiar
with many different species. You

. b

can also get ideas for landscaping
your own yard.
What's not so pleasant, however, are the piles of dog waste you
have to try and get around as you
walk or jog through the Arboretum. Why do some people who
bring their dogs to the Arboretum
not clean up after their pets? They
spoil the enjoyment for everyone
else.
Agnes Belosic, Plant Agriculture

o'i c. a~
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summer fun for everyone!
JULY AND AUGUST 2008

Memorable, best-loved day camp activities for
children and youth ages 4- 14+

UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH CAMPUS

CALL 519-837-0387 or visit us at

www.rainbowdaycamp.com
Swimming everyday!!

For information about
paid advertising in At Guelph,
call Scott Anderson at 519-827-9169_
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OMAFRA Agreement
Provides Big Boost
to Ontario Economy
Continued fro m page 1
contributions to protecting hum ans,
animals and the food chain, to training tomorrow's innovators a.nd to
advancing innova- tion."
U of G and OMAFRA first en-

tered into an enhanced partnership
agreement in 1997. Under the agree-

ment, the University manages research and education programs and
related facili ties, including the three
regional campuses at Alfred,
Ridgetovm and Kemptville, supported through an annual allocation
from the On tario government.

The partnership has garnered

tremendous social, economic, environmental and health benefits for

the industry and the province, re-

••
•
•••

turning more th an $ 1.5 billion to the
O ntario economy annually, according to an independent economic

• ••

analysis. Specifically, the partnership returns $3 fo r every $1 received
in direct, indirect and assoc iated i.mpads, in addition to spinoffs and

other financial effects that return another $ 18 to $ 19 per doUar invested
by the province.
The report by Deloitte and Touche LLP also said Ontario benefi ts
fro m the agreement in critical ways
that cannot be fiscally quantified,
such as supporting research involving the monitoring and prevention
of health threats like SARS, avian flu
and mad cow disease.

Where Are You Now?
If you can identify where this photo was taken, you will have your name entered in a draw to be held in June
for a $50 gift certificate provided by the U of G Bookstore. Anyone who submits the right answer by May 9 at
4:45 p.m. is eligible for the draw. Send your response to r.kendall@exec.uoguelph.ca or call Ext. 56039. The
follo wing people correctly reported that the April 23 photo was of a painting of a matador hanging in the
Bullring: Scott McWhinnie, Judy O'Donnell, Maurice Nelisher, Rose Kucman, John Murison, Anthony Clarke,
Bill Clair, Danny Martin and John Van Manen.
PHOTO BY REBECCA KENDALL

MS Carnation
Campaign
Flowers for a Cure

Cost-Saving Efforts Planned

From May 8 to 10, thousands of
MS Society volunteers in more than
280 communities across Canada will b e
Showing their dedication to finding
a cure for multiple sclerosis by selling
carnations on street comers, in malls
and in other public spaces.

Continued from page 1
"We keptthebudget adjustmentsfor
2oos12009 lower than they will be in
the coming years to allow colleges
and units time for planning to ac-

commodate the change."
The University will also be lookingat opportunities toincrease revenues. This may include developing

Show your dedication to finding a cure.
Buy a carnation, help end MS.
For more information, visit
WWW.mSSOCiety.Ca.
..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __.

short-term intensive courses to be

offered during the summer on

.u

campuses,
including
GuelphHumber; growing certain under-

YOUR
PREFERRED

graduate and graduate programs;
and creating new programs. But
these initiatives are contingent on
governm ent funding for student
growth.
Cost savings being considered
University-wide include identifying
energy and information technology
efficie ncies, streamlining administrative structures, making better use
of space, and enhancing cow se de-

livery.

Guelph also plans to introduce a
voluntary early retirement/resignation package for staff to complement
the early retirement program fo r faculty that was included as part of the
new collective agreement.
"The early retirement package
will allow units to make strategic
reductions while giving many staff
who want to retire or leave early an
opportunity to do so," says Nancy
Sullivan, vice-president (finance and

G roup
A u to&Home
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Dr. Donna Goemans
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Contac l Lenses, Eyeglasses,
Sporls Eyewear, Sports Vision,
Binocular Vis ion ,
Laser Surger y Consulta tion
570 Kortright Rd. W, Guelph, Ont

5118»4GS
Free Parlcing. Wheel Chair Accessible

administration). Details of the plan
will be announced shortly, she says.
Watch for these and other budgetrelated updates in upcoming issues
of At Guelph.
The University community is
also encouraged to explore the budgetary savings potential of existing
alternative work arrangements, such
as a four-day week and eight-, nineand 10-month contracts.
Colleges and departments have
also been advised not to post any
new jobs or hire any new employees
until their units have put plans in
place to meet their budget-reduction
targets.
Summerlee acknowledges that it
can be difficult to put the budget deficit in context.
"With so many good- news stories about new investments in U ofG
lately, it can be hard to understand
why we are in the position of having
to make cuts to our operating

budget."

The new investments recognize
the University's strengths in research
and the urgent need for the renewal
ofc.ampus facilities, but the money is
restricted to specific projects or partnerships and does not offer any operating budget relief, he says.
The president expresses appreciation to the University community
and asks for patience and understanding.
"We are absolutely committed to
maintaining a quality educational
experience for students and
Guelph's competitive edge," be says.
"1 am confident that, working together as a community, we can
achieve the necessary budgetary savings while moving forwa rd with a
long-term strategic plan fo r the University's future."

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR RENT
Four-bedroom stone house on quiet
street in downtown Guelph, l l/z
baths, sem i-finished basement, large
yard, laundry, parking for two vehicles, available July l for one year,
$1,300 a month plus utilities, 412586-5523 or jlampert@uoguelph.ca.
Furnished three-bedroom house,
11/z baths, laundry, fireplace, grand
piano, large private yard, pool,
garage, close to schools and shopping, 10-minute bus ride to campus,
available Aug. 15 for one year,
$ 1,500 a month plus utilities, 519826-0554 or ewaterma@uoguelph.
ca.
Three-bedroom apartment in century home on treed lot, close to
downtown and river, hardwood
floors, parking, laundry, available
July 1, $ 1,200 a month inclusive,
Donna, 5 19-241-8846 or dwhite@
tcan.com.
Partially furnished room in lower
level of condo, fireplace, private
bath, kitchenette/laundry room,
cable and Internet, suitable for
mature female, non-smoker, no
pets, available now or reduced rent
to hold until September, $575 a
month inclusive, 519-837-4378 or
elayne.starr@gmail.com.
Three-bedroom cottage on Lake
McQuaby south of North Bay, boathouse, good fishing, d ean water,
available May 19, Pat, Ext. 52742 or
prichard@uoguelph.ca.
Three-bedroom house in south end,
three baths, deck overlooking conservation area, on bus route, ideal
for visiting faculty, available Aug. I

to mid-December, Melody, Ext.
54337, 519-836-6264 or m.wren@
exec.uoguelph.ca.
Two-bedroom holiday home in
Antibes on French Riviera, weekly or
monthly, Nicole, 519-836-6745 or
fnmoll@rogers.com .

FOR SALE
Mirror dinghy sailboat with towing/
trailer and design/
launching
instruction booklets, sailed last season but needs minor annual maintenance, kslater@uoguelph.ca.
Adjustable bookshelves, brown,
composite wood material; Ikea dining table with fo ur chairs, light-coloured solid wood, excellent condition, Ben, Ext. 58394.
Computer desks, TV, single bed,
JVC stereo set, white chest of drawers, chairs, carpets and much more,
519-780-2676.

wood floors, walkout on lower level,
no condo fees, appliances included,
519-837- 1742.

...., ,_~er
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www.clicksigns.ca

WANTED
Full-time nanny for daytime care of
toddler in our home beginning in
July, experience with toddlers and
ECE academic background desired,
carusoc@
references
required,
uoguelph.ca or maherali@uoguelph.
ca.

Your local travel agency.

We guarantee you the best personalized services
And most economical prices.
We're just a phone call away.
Please contact Carrie Rankin at 519-824-6001
or 519-212-8623 •E-mail: ctravel@mgl.ca

Responsible, mature non-smoking
female will do apartment- or housesitting in exchange for reasonable
rent, references available, Kat, 519731-1989.

"WE SERVE YOU BEITER"
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AVAILABLE

GRANlTI: t MARRl.E t NATURAL STONE
DF-lilGN t MA.'XUFAcn.:RE t IN~·rt'ALU110r\

Guitar lessons for children or adults,
beginners welcome, Chris, 519-8226132.

ROB DlJRIGON
5 19 -H11 -S880
51'J-821-2422 fit.\"
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Guelph's Laminate
and Hardwood Flooring
Headquarters

1927 Hamburg Steinway grand
piano Model A, satin ebony finish,
519-836-8492.

1

s

Craftsman Rototiller, 5 HP, 519822-5590.

I

'!

Come in and see our
large in-stock selection of
laminate and hardwood flooring

D

J·

Renovated two-storey older home
on 51- by 100-foot lot in old University area, four bedrooms, two baths,
wood fireplace, cathedral ceiling in
family room, walkout patio, partially
finished basement with fin ished rec
room, single-car garage, long driveway, 519-82 1-7359.
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Two-bedroom townhouse in Charlotte's Landing on Grange Street,
2,000 square feet, two baths, hard-
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55 Dawson Road, Guelph
519-821-5744
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MONTESSORI

WELCOME TO
DELTA GUELPH HOTEL
AND CONFERENCE CENTRE .

SPECIAL WEEKEND RATE
from

$119-per00night*

Offer lor Friday, Saturday, Sunday on~·
• Slarts Marth 7, until June 29, 2008
• Upgrade to our special weekend package for Sf99.
Includes a three<ourse dinner and breakfusl for !111>
at Filly West Restauranl and Bar.''

~

DELTA
GUELPH

HOTH ANO CONFERENCE CENTRE

Call 519-780-3700 or visit www.deltaguelph.com and quote code GTrib.
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Full· & half-day programs for 2 1/2 to 5 years
After-school program to 6 p.m.
Large gym & outdoor play area
Enhanced reading, writing & math
French, music, art & physical education
Social skill development In family setting

PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR
SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS

519-821-5876

(located in Dublin Street Untted Church)
68 Suffolk Street West, Guelph N1H 2J2
www.montessori-school.ca

EVENTS
ARBORETUM
Naturalist Chris Earley leads a workshop on sparrows May 30 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost is $50. Registration and payment are required by
May 16. Call Ex1. 52358.
Plant propagation is th e topic of a
workshop to be Jed by horticulturist
Sean Fox June 3 fro m I to 4 p.m.
Cost is $40. The deadline fo r registration and payment is May 20.

ART CENTRE
The Macdonald Stewart Art Centre
hosts an opening reception fo r the

retrospective exhibition "Evan Macdonald: An Artist's Life" May 14 at 7
p.m. The event will also mark the
launch of the book Evan Macdonald:
A Painter's Life by Flora Macdonald
Spencer. Also opening May 14 is the
exhibit ion "Tom Thomson and the
Group of Seven."
The art centre is accepting registrations for its July and August art
camps for children aged seven to 11 .
Registration must be done in person.

NOTICES
The Stress Management and High
Performan ce Clinic is offering a program in relaxation and stress-management skills beginning May 20 at 8
p.m. in UC 335. The class meets

twice a week fo r six weeks. The clinic
is also offering a five -session better
sleep program beginn ing May 21 at
7:30 p.m . in UC335. For more info rmation or to register, pick up a pamphlet at the Info Desk on UC Level I,
visit www.uoguelph.ca/-ksomers or
leave a message at Ext. 52662.
Alumni-in-Action's annual spring
luncheon is May 21 at noon at the
Arboretum Centre. A reception
begins at 11:30 a. m. This year 's guest
speaker is University professor
emerita Mary Rubio, English and
Theatre Studies, who will discuss the
Universitfs L.M. Montgomery Collection. Cost is $20. RSVP by May 16
to Ext. 56934, send e-mail to
eventrsvp@uoguelph.ca or visit the
website W\'rw.alumni .uoguelph.ca/
cgi-bin/aiaregistration.pl.
The Professional Staff Association's
annual general meeting is June 12 at
10:30 a. m. in Thornbro ugh 1200.
The Ontario Historical Society
(OHS) holds its annual conference
at U of G June 13 and 14. Organizers
include t\vo Guelph history graduates: Debra Nash-Chambers, BA '77,
MA '81 and PhD '88, who is president of the Guelph Historica1 Society, and OHS director Cynthia
Cornacchio, PhD '87, a faculty member at Wilfrid Laurier University.
For informa tion, visit www.ontario
historicalsociety .ca.

SEMINARS
The Department of Population
Medicine presents Enrique Perez
Gutierrez of PAHO/WHO discussing "improving Food Safety and
Food Security in Support of Public
Health: The PAH O Strategy for
Technical Co-operation 2007-20 13"
May 7 at 3:30 p.m . in OVC 1715.
The microbiology graduate student
seminars continue May 9 with Chris
Snowdon discussing "Characterization of the Role of the Vid30c in
Hexose Transporter Turnover." On
May 15, Michelle Pinto presents
"Characterization of Select TwoComponent Systems in Mycobacteriwn avium Subspecies parah1bermlosis." The seminars begin at 12: 30
p.m. in science complex 23 15.

TEACHING SUPPORT
To register for Teaching Support
Services programs, visit www.tss.
uoguelph.ca.
TSS kicks off its spring discussion
series May 12 with "Making the
Most of Collaborative Learning."
The TA professional development
series focuses on "Facilitating Effective Discussions" May 20.
TSS is hosting a party fo r its staff and
friends (anyone who has worked or

consulted with TSS or participated
in its programs over the past year)
May 21from 7 to 10 p.m . at the Bullring.

Applied Species Identification: Integration of a Character-Based Diagnostic System." The adviser is Prof.
Robert Hanner.

THESIS DEFENCES

COMMUNITY EVENTS

The fin al examination of PhD candidate Indervesh of the Department of
Molecular and Cellular Biology is
May 7 at 9 a.m. in soience complex
23 15. The thesis is "Investigating
Pathogenic Mechan isms of Yersinia
ruckeri in Rainbow Trout. " The
adviser is Prof. Roselynn Stevenson.

The Wellington branch of the
O ntario Genealogical Soc;iety m eets
May 27 at 7:30 p.m . at 122 Harris St.
Patty Whan of the Wellington
County Museum and Archives will
discuss "Preservation and Conservation of Family Treasures."

The final examination of Sandra
Chadwick, a PhD candidate in the
rural studies program, is May 12 at
I :30 p.m. in Landscape Architectu re
143. The thesis is '(Partnerships:
Examining Process and Practice."
The adviser is Prof. David Douglas.
The final examination of PhD candidate Raveendra Kulkarni , Pathobiology, is May 13 at 1 p.m. in
Pathobiology 2106. The thesis is
"Immunity and Immunization
Against Clostridiwn perfringensInduced Necrotic Enteritis in Broiler
Chickens." The advisers are Profs.
John Prescott and Shayan Sharif.
The fin al examination of M.Sc. candidate Eugene Wong, Integrative
Biology, is May 14 at 2 p.m. in science complex 231 5. The thesis is
"DNA Bar Codes as a Resource for

The Guelph Lions Club and Royal
City Lions Club are hosting Guelph 's
second annual Purina Walk fo r Dog
Guides June 1 at IOa. m. at the Arbo retum . Registration begins at 9 a. m .
For more info rmation, visit www.
purinawalkfordogguides.com .
The 2008 Guelph and Wellington
Spring Sprint in support of the Brain
Tumour Foundation of Canada is
May 24 at 9 a. m. at the Arboretum ..
Register online at www. spring
sprint.ca or call 1-800-265-5 106.
The Kitchener-Waterloo Sexual
Assault Support Centre and the Latitudes Sto rytelling Festival present
Meri Kahana: My Story, a new play
that addresses the challenges faced
by South Asian survivors of abuse in
the North American context, May 9
at 7: 30 p.m. at 543 Beechwo od Dr. in
Waterloo. Donations are welcome.

Life Is Looking Better for Styx
ave ophthalmologist implants silicon eyes that allow blind dog to live a normal life
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other dog.
She's a basset hound/Labrador
mix that loves to play with other
dogs, walks obediently beside her
owner and welcomes strangers
wanting to pet her. She even has
those characteristic basset-hound
eyes that melt yow heart .
It's only after taking a closer look
that you might notice how she leans
against her owner's leg for direction,
has to be warned when approaohing
any steps and occasionally bumps
into things.
That's because Styx is blind and
her big lovable eyes are prosthetics.
The three-year-old dog is one of
the success stories to come out of the
Ontario Veterinary College. And it's
a story that recently garnered national media attention when Styx
and her owner, Liseanne McDonald,

• Renovating

travelled from their home in tion of prosthetics, I thought that
Timmins to vi.sit OVC's small-ani- was fantastic because that m eant she
mal clinic and show their would still look the same, n said Mcappreciation.
Donald.
Styx began losing her sight last
Pinard, who performs about half
year from glaucoma - first in one a dozen of these surgeries at the
eye and then in the other. When the small-animal clinic each year, says
pain of her condition could no lon- this procedwe helps maintain the
ger be treated with eye drops. her bond between pet and owner.
veterinarian referred her to OVC
"Th.is surgery is a good alternaopbthahnologist Prof. Chantale tive to sewing the eyes shut because it
Pinard, Clinical Studies.
can be traumatic for pet owners to
After examining Styx, Pin ard have their animal's eyes removed. It
kn ew she couldn't restore the dog's can affect the human-animal bond
sight. But she could help relieve the because the owner can't make eye
pain caused by the pressw e building contact with the pet. With this proinside the animal's eyes and improve cedwe, animals can still have a great
her quality of life.
life. It relieves their pain and allows
Pinard presented McDonald with their eyes to look natural."
some options. She could have her
The surgery takes about an hour
dog's eyes removed and the eyelids and involves removing the inside of
sutured shut or have the eyes re- the eyes while keeping the outer tisplaced with prosthetics.
sue intact. The inside of the eye is re"When they told me I had the op- placed with a silicon ball implant,
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and the outer layer of eye tissue is
then sutured over the implant. This
procedure leaves the pet with an e,ye
that has no vision but still blinks and
moves.
This type of surgery has been
around for many years but is becoming more common, especially with
animals like Styx that suffer from
glaucom a, says Pinard.
The surgery was done in January,
and since taking the dog home,
McDonald and her husband have
outfitted their house to accommodate their pet. They've put strips of
carpet in certain spots on the hardwood floors to help Styx navigate her
way to the various rooms in the
house.
They've also placed pieces of carpet by the dog's fo od bowl and at the
top of the stairs to help Styx orient
herself.
In addition, they've put padding
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along the coffee table in case the dog
bumps into it and are careful not to
move any furniture around because
Styx has managed to memorize the
layout of the house.
When she goes outside, the dog
sometimes wears a tube-like halo
around her neck that helps her avoid
walking into objects. She also has a
pair of goggles to protect her eyes
from getting poked.
These are little adjustments that
allow Styx to live a no rmal life despite losing her sight, says McDonald.
"She is ahnost exactly the way she
was before she lost her sight. She can
still play outside with other dogs. Instead of sight, she uses her senses of
smell and hearing."
In fact, McDonald says she sometimes forgets that her dog can't see.
"I look at her eyes, and it seems
like she is looking back at me. "
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