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CFI Announces
New Support
Projects in four colleges receive total of $378,000

T

HE CANADA FOUNDATION

for

Innovation (OFI) has award ed

more than $378,000 to U of G to

support research ranging from creating wireless and mobile networks

to understanding ecosystems to
establishing d isease surveillance and
risk assessment programs to improve human health.
Can ada-wide, CPI is investing
$28 million to support 149 projects
at 35 institutions, with the bulk of
the fundin g coming from the Lead-

ers Opportunity Fund. This program is designed to help universities
recruit excep tion al scholars and retain leading researohers.
"This CFI investment will significantly enhance the University's recognized cap acity for doing excellent
research across a wide range o fdisci.-

plines," says Prof. AJan Wildeman,
vice-president (research).
Prof. Nidal Nasser, Computing
and Information Science, received
S114,687 to establish a unique wireless computing laboratory. There,
will address the
researchers
performance, scalability and resilience of n ew an d emerging technologies, as well as the feasib ility and
effectiveness of proposed solutions.

" I am so happy about receiving
this funding," says Nasser, who specializes in developing novel algorithms, arohitectwes, protocols and
mathematical models for wireless
and mobile networks. " It will enable
me to cond uct practical re.search
and to create new innovations."
Wireless sensor networks have
numerous app lications, including
use in health care, energy management, public safety, disaster recovery and emergency response.
Prof. Marc Habash, Environmental Biology, will use his
$ 124,350 grant to develop a cuttingedge research lab to study microbial
biofilms in water distribution systems. Municipal water systems are a
significant sow ce of microbial cont amination , with communities of

micro -organisms (known as biofilms) forming on the surface of
pipes.
"The equipment that will be ob·
tained with this funding will enable
research examining how bacteria
adhere to surfaces and the impact
they have in our drinking-water distribution systems," says Habash.
Currently there is little published
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OVC Study Finds MRSA in Pigs
Bacterium can pass from animals to humans even when contact is more limited
BY LORI BONA HUN'f

P
Gryphon Teams Run

to the
list of potential carriers of the
drug-resistant "supcrbug" methicillin-resistant Stapl1ylococcus aureu.s
(MRSA).
U of G researchers have discovered the bacterium in 25 per cent of
pigs and 20 per cent of hog farmers
in Ontario. Their study was published this month in the journal
Veterinary Microbiology and has received national and international
media attention with articles in the
Globe and Mai~ Toronto Star and
IGS CAN NOW BE A DDED

Away With CIS Gold

U

the record
books this month, becoming
the fir.st school in history to win
back-to-back team gold medals in
both women's and men's crosscountry running at the Canadian
lnteruniversiry
Sports
(CIS)
championships.
Both teams turned in dominating performances in Victoria Nov.
l 0, and rookie Lindsay Carson won
the women's individual title. Head
coach Dave Scott-Thomas was
nam ed Coach of the Year.
When the U of G teams won last
year, it was the first time in 12 years
that one school left the CIS championships with both gold medals.
This was the third straight CIS
victory for the women's team . Carson, a fir.st-year biomedical engineering student, captured the gold
medal in the women's five-kilometre race with a time of 17:4 1.3.
She left the championships with
OF G ENTERED

both the CJS female Athlete of the
Year and Rookie of the Year awards
iJ'eammates Rachel Cliff, Shan telle
Novak and Jess Vanhie were seventh, eighth and 10th.
For the Guelph men, this was
their sixth win in the last nine years.
Individual.ly, Matt Brunsting captured fourth place, and teammates
Kyle Boorsma, this season's Ontario
University Athletics individual
champion, and Joe Brunsting were
seventh and 10.
In CIS cross-country, the top
seven finishers are nam ed to the first
all-Canadian team, and those who
finish eighth through 14th are on the
second squad.
Scott-Thomas was named both
women's and men's Coach of the
Year for the second straight season.
He won the women's award for the
third year in a row and fourth time
overal.l, and now has six Fred Foot
Awards as men's Coach of the Year.

Boston Globe.

It's an important finding because
it shows the bacterium can be readily
passed from animals to humans even
when contact between the two is
more limited, says Prof. Scott Weese,
Pathobiology.
He concluded the study with
Prof. Cate Dewey, Prof. Robert
Friendship and graduate student
Taruna Khanna of the Department
of Population Medicine.
Previously. Weese and others
have found MRSA in domesticated
animals such as dogs, cats and
horses, and determined it could be
transmitted from animals to humans and vice versa. But human-an-
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irna1 contact tends to be different in
those species than it is with pigs.
MRSA is a version of a common
bacterium carried on the skin and in
the nose that can cause skin, soft-tissue and other infections. Occasionally, "staph" - as it is commonly
referred to- gets into the body and
can cause an infection such as pneumonia in both humans and animals.
MRSA is resistant to many common antibiotics, which can make
treatment more difficult. In most
cases, it causes no or very minor
symptoms, but in rare cases, it can
lead to death, even in otherwise
healthy people.
The researchers sampled 285 pigs
on 20 hog farms in Ontario and
found t\vo main strains of MRSA
present. One strain had previously
been found in pigs in Europe and has
emerged as an important cause of
disease in people in some Ew opean
countries. The other is the most
common MRSA strain found in people in Canada.
The results raise concerns that
the strain that's causing infections in
Europe could result in similar problems in North America, says Weese.
In addition, finding a common human MRSA strain in Ontario pigs
indicates that people were likely the

original source of the infection, he

says.

Although MRSA doesn't typically cause illness in pigs as it does in
people, "pigs could perhaps send
this back into the human population," he adds.
The researchers found no difference in the prevalence of MRSA
among suckling, weanling and
grower-finisher pigs, but they concluded that people working on pig
farms are at higher risk for MRSA
than the general population.
"The presence of MRSA in pig
farmers was quite high - 20 per
cent - compared with the general
population in North America, which
has a colonization rate of one to nvo
per cent," says Weese.
The reason for this is unclear, he
adds. "Further research is necessary
to identify and implement control
measures to reduce the impact of
this pathogen."
Because pigs are food-producing
animals, the findings could raise
concerns about food contamination,
he says. "But the food-borne risks
are probably minimal. The greater
concern is the potential for pigs to
serve as a source of MRSA infection
for people who are in contact with
the animals."
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U of G maintains second place in reputation in national survey
BY LORI BONA HUNT

U

OF G WAS RANKED fourth
overall and second in reputation in the annual Maclean's rankings released Nov. 8.
British Columbia's University of
Victoria and Simon Fraser University placed first and second respectively, and Waterloo dropped to
third . The margins separating the
top four schools were minimal, the
magazine's editors said.
Maclean 's revised its overall
ranking system this year, including
only publicly available data, which
reduced the indicators it uses to
measure quality from 23 to 13. This
eliminated nearly all measures of
student quality such as entering
grade averages and graduation rates
- areas Guelph always excels in.
"The quality of our students and
the quality of the student experience
have always been the most significant parts of our mandate," says
president Alastair Summerlee.

(est. 1978)
Low Student Teacher Ra<io
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Maclean's Releases Rankings
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Kortright Plau

519-763-2284

"While we are disappointed to
drop in the overall rankings, our results in the areas of student excellence that Maclean's maintained
remain high. As weU, other national
surveys like the Globe arid Mail's Student Report Card speak strongly of
the unique learning environment at

Guelph."

In addition, although students at
the University of Guelph-Humber
were included in the rankings, its
fac ulty members were not, which affected student-teacher ratios.
In the overall rankings, U of G
was No. 1 among comprehensive
universities in research funding and
library acquisitions. It also placed
among the top three in student services as a percentage of the operating
budget and faculty grants in the social sciences and humanities.
In the reputational component of
the rankings, U of G was No. 2
among comprehensive universities.
That ranking was based on comments solicited from 11,826 people

across the country, including CEOs
of major Canadian corporations,
high school counseUors and academic administrators.
Summerlee says the Maclean's
ranking, University Report Card and
other attitudinal surveys and rankings of Canadian universities are just
some of the resow ces future students can use in deciding which institution best fits their needs.
He notes that most Ontario
schools, including Guelph, Waterloo
and the University of'foronto, were
surpassed in Maclean's by universities outside the province and says
this points to the importance of provincial investment in education.
Three years ago, Ontario's Liberal government made a multi-year
commitment of $6.2 billion to colleges and universities. "We have seen
huge improvements in accessibility
over that time," says Summerlee.
"We now need to focus on support
fo r quality improvements in Ontario
universities."

Awareness Campaign Focuses
on U of G Records Management
University offices need policy and schedule for record retention and disposition

F

BY TERESA PITMAN

been good at that," he says. The
other part h e describes as "laws that
Electronic fil es.
facilitate consistent and accountable
Databases. All kinds of records
access to information at public instiand data. U of G, like any university,
tutions like the University. PIPPA
needs to amass a huge amount of
sets new benchmarks for accountinformation just to keep funcability about access to information,
tioning, and it takes a lot of careful
building on the policies U of G has
thinking to organize and maintain it
had around access for a number of
effectively. When the government
years."
changes the rules about how that
Already in 2007 there have been
information is to be kept and shared,
six official requests for information
as Ontario did in 2006, some
under PIPPA, says Graves, who
challenges are inevitable.
notes that improvements in the UniEnter Chris Graves, Guelph's reversity's records management praccords management co-ordinator in
tices will help make it easier to
the University Secretariat, who's
respond to such requests.
been providing support to U of G
Of course, those responsible for
staff as they work to meet the new rerecords management on campus
quirements. This fall, his goal is to
have more than FIPPA to consider
promote understanding of the
- there are also University policies
changes in responsibilities when it
to be foUowed. With both of these
comes to managing records.
factors in mind, Graves has launched
The act that attached greater ima campaign to raise awareness of the
portance to records management is
requirements and to provide some
the Freedom of Information and
help and support to U of G offices
Protection of Privacy Act (PIPPA).
that need it.
and Graves says Guelph was "very
"We're talking about records
quick to recognize the importance of
management with an emphasis on
FIPPA and the likely effects. As a remanagement," he says. "Each office
sult, we've avoided many of the poneeds to have a policy and schedule
tential problems."
for record retention and disposiPIPPA is a two-sided piece oflegtion."
islation. One part deals with protecIn other words, there needs to be
tion of privacy. uwe've generaUy
a clear plan about where records are
ILE FOLDERS.
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kept, for how long and how theYre
disposed of when that "due date" arrives.
"Most managers actually have a
plan or schedule in their head they just haven't put it down on paper."
Having not just a written plan but
also a record of when and how information was destroyed is important
in case any questions or concerns
arise in the future, says Graves.
To simplify the process, he has
developed a template that outlines
the policy and sets up schedules for
different kinds of records.
uwe estimate that the template
covers about 80 per cent of the possible situations for most offices. For
the other 20 per cent, modifications
will be required, but having the 80
per cent in the template should save
a lot of time."
His goal is to have individual offices use the template to draft policies and schedules this winter, then
subm it them to the appropriate
vice-president for approval to be
available for guiding records management practices.
"So fa r I've had good feedback
from people about this process," he
says. "They recognize that it's important to the University and to the
people whose records we maintain."

At Guelph is published t:11ny rwo wttks
by Comnmnicatioris anti P11blfr;Af[airs.,
Level 4, Univmiry Cmrr~ Univnliry of
G11tlph, Guelph, Onfario NJG 2WI .
Jnq uiries:S l 9·824-4120
&li1orial: Ext. S6580

Disrributio11: Ext, 56581
A d~·ntisi11g: Ext. 56580
www.uogutlph.ca/adguidt
Cbwifitds: Ext. S6S81
FllX: SI9-824-7961

WWsitc www. uogudph.ca/01gutlph

Articles may be reprinted
with credit to At Guelph.
Subscriptions
$25 (includes GST);
530 oui&ide Canada
ISSN 08364478

STUDENT ENERGY RETROFIT
INITIATIVE RECEIVES KUDOS
U ofG'sstudenl energy retrofit initiative has received an bonowable
mention in the Oikos Foundation
for Economy and Ecology's 2007
Award for Student Entrepreneurship in Higher Education. The
award includes a paid trip for a student to travel to Germany for an
Oikos conference on sustainability.
Katie Neufeld, a member of the
energy retrofit team, will attend
from U ofG.

UGAA SEEKS NOMINATIONS
The U of G Alumni Association
seeks nominations for its annual
awards by Feb. I. The award categories are: Alumnus of Honour,
Alumni Medal of Achievement,
Alumni Volunteer, Employee Volunteer and Student Volunteer. Call
Ext. 53170 for details. Peb. 1 is also

the deadline to submit nominations for the OVC Alumni Associa-

tion's

Distinguished

Alumnus

Award. Call Ext. 54454 for details.

BUY NOTHING DAY NOV. 23
Waste Reduction Week wraps up
Nov. 23 with Buy Nothing Day.
Tlie University will mark the day
with a live band performing in the
University Centre courtyard and

workshops focusing on waste
reduction from 9 a.m. to .5 p.m.

The following appointments were
recently announced at U of G:
• Stefanie Attardi, lab technician,
Human Health and Nutritional

Sciences
• Jennifer Badgerow, anesthesia
technician, OVC Teaching Hospital

• Mike Calven, manager, food and
beverage, Brass Taps
• Li Ge, lab technician, Animal
Health Laboratory
• Robert Hughes, sargeant, Campus Community Police
• Vicki Isotamm, program logis-

tics, Office of Open Leaming

• Rosa Verena Kulak, family housing rental and community services
clerk, Student Housing Services

•

Emma

patcher,

Marshall,

Campus

clerk/dis-

Community

Police and Fire Prevention
• Sarah Mau, manager of fitness

and recreation, Department of

Athletics

• Marta Steiner-Mosonyi, undergraduate lab preparation technician, Molecular and Cellular Biology
• Alesia Tessari, liaison officer,
Co-operative
Education
and
Career Services
• Amanda Van der Vinne, undergraduate lab co-ordinator, Molecular and Celllilar Biology
• Leona Varga, departmentaV
undergraduate secretary, Food Science
• Peter Wedel, counsellor/therapist, Student Life and Counselling
Services
• Suzanne Welstead, counsellor/
therapist, Student Life and Counselling Services
• Rebecca White, facilities secretary, Department of Athletics
•Laurie Winn, executive secretary,
Graduate Program Services.

United Way in Home Stretch

Campus success could help turn the tide in Guelph and Wellington
BY MARY DICKIESON

W

ITH TWO WEEKS TO GO in

the University's annual
United Way campaign and $370,000 in the bank,
co-chairs of the campaign are confident the campus will
reach its $400,000 goal, but the picture off campus isn't
nearly as bright. In fuct, the United Way of Guelph and
Wellington is predicting the county-wide campaign
could fall more than $100,000 short of what was raised
last year.

OAC STUDENTS TOP SPEAKERS

Nov. 29 - The Budget Office is hosting its sixth annual mini-putt challenge from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Level 5 of the University Centre. Grand prize is a monster gift basket.
Nov. 29 - Draw date for a three-foot-tall Santa at the
Animal Health Laboratory, tickets are $2 or three for
$5.
Nov. 29 - Draw date for a holiday-themed raffie
sponsored by Co-operative Education and Career Services. Tickets are $1 or three for $2.
Nov. 29 Bake sale in the University Centre
courtyard, 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., hosted by University
Design and Print, Conferences, Catering and Coffee
Services and Mail Services.
Nov. 30 - Draw date for a raffle to win lunch for two
at the President's House with president Alastair
Summerlee and chancellor Pamela Wallin. Tickets are
$5 and are available from the University Secretariat at
Ext. 56760.

Nov. 30 - Closing date to guess the number of jelly
beans in the jar in the Department of Psychology. CosI
is $1 per guess, three guesses for $2. The prize is a $50
CC!,ift c.erti.fic.a\e fot the Un\..,en.i.ty SooKs\ote.
Nov. 30 -Draw date for a basket raffle sponsored by
Human Resources. Tickets are $2 or three for $5. A
coffee break bake sale starts at 9 a.m.

Buying Lottery Ticket a No-Brainer

C

AROL MA, a second-year sociology student, is the winner of
this year's tuition lottery in support
of the United Way campaign. She
will receive free tuition up to $2,500
for the winter 2008 semester.
The tuition lottery was launched
by students in 2004 and was spearheaded this year by United Way
co-chair Latham French, an undergraduate student who worked with
the United Way of Guelph and

Newly appointed academic liaison
librarian Peggy Pritchard recently
gave the keynote address at a
women in science symposium at the
University of Leicester. Her talk,
"Maximizing Your Chances of Success in Science," is based on her
recently published book, Succt.ss
Strategies for Womeu in Science: A

Portable Mentor."

"That would be a severe blow to the agencies that receive funding from the United Way," says U of G
co-chair Prof. Jim Atkinson, Animal and Poultry Science,
who is also a member of the Guelph and Wellington campaign cabinet.
He says the low projection is mainly the result of corporate restructuring, labour negotiations and economic
uncertainty facing several workplaces in the local area.
"Those difficulties have affected several corporate
campaigns in Guelph, and United Way staff and volunteers are understandably concerned. We had hoped for
increased giving in 2007 to help close the gap between last
year's fundraising effort and the real needs of organizations in the area."
Here at U of G, the campaign is still $30,000 away
from its goal, adds Atkinson, "but we are confident that
staff, faculty, students and retirees will respond in the
next two weeks. In fact, we hope they will dig a little
deeper to help the struggling campaign across
Wellington County."
The University's 2007 United Way campaign closes
Dec. 3. Pledge forms received up to that date will be eligible for two grand prizes - a weekend p ackage to the
Stage West Theatre in Mississauga and a refund on your
U of G parking pass. Donated by Goliger's Travel Plus,
the weekend includes accommodation, dinner buffet,
show and breakfast for two people.
If you need a pledge form, download it from the
United Way website at www.uoguelph.ca/unitedway.
Meanwhile, departments aero" campus continue to
run a range of draws, sales and contests in support of the
United Way. Upcoming events include:

SCIENCE LIBRARIAN GIYES
KEYNOTE TALK IN ENGIAND

Wellington last year on a co-op
placement.
"It sure is a great prize," says Ma,
who lives on campus in the East Village. "I bought a tuition lottery ticket
because I realized it was for the
United Way campaign and I know
it's a great cause to support."
She knows about the U nited Way
becawe she has supported and volunteered in local campaigns in her
hometown of Richmond Hill. In ad-

dition, Ma says b.r.a.i.n.child, an organization that receives funding
from the United Way, is one of her
favourite charities.
Based at Toronto's Hospital for
Sick Children, b.r.a.i.n.child provides support for families and
friends ofchildren who have suffered
brain tumours, community education on early warning signs, and research into the cause and treatment
of brain tumours.

At the Canadian Young Speakers
for Agriculture competition this
month at the Royal Agricultural
Winter Fair, two OACstudents captured the top prizes in the senior
category. Christina Crowley was
awarded first place, and Claire
Cowan came second. A third OAC
student, Katharine Found, received
an honourable mention.

ARTISTS EXHIBIT WORKS
Sculpture by Prof. James Carl, Fine
Art and Music, is part of the group
exhibition «:Fun House" at the Art
Gallery of Alberta. He also bas a
solo exhibition called "Jalousie" at
the Galerie Heinz-Martin Weigand
in Gennany. "One-Second Hudson," a solo exhibition of paintings
by Prof. Monica Tap, opens Nov, 24
at Wynic.k Tuck Gallery in Toronto.
Work by Prof. Laurel Woodcock is
part of the current show "On Being
an Exhibition" at Artists Space in
New York City and will be featured
at Jessica Bradley Art + Projects in
Toronto from Dec. 15 to Jan. 12.
Prof. Arthur Remvick lS part of the
exhibition "Re/translation: Land
and Lvipa~at'A Spttt;r GalJeoryin
Toronto until Nov. 23.

U Of G CROPS FINALISTS
FOR SEED OFTHE YEAR
Two crops developed by facuJty and
staff at U of G were among the top
four finalists in the 2007 Seed of the
Year competition. OAC Rex is a
white bean vari~ty developed by
Prof. Peter Pauls, Plant Agriculture,
former professor Tom Michaels
and technician Tom Smith. Venture Peach, a processing peach variety, was developed by Prof. Jay
Subramanian, Plant Agriculture.
retired professor Neil Miles and
Ken Slingerman of the Ontario
Ministty of Agriculture, Food and

Rural Affain.

Dinner to Celebrate Faculty Excellence
Evening will recognize contributions offaculty, support of research partners

U

and the support of private- and pub- "Th.is event is a way lo formally rec- tario Innovation Trust and Ontario
lic-sector research partners ac- ognize their contributions and to ex- Research and Development ChalG's EXCELLENCE in
knowledged during the dinner in the press appreciation for their efforts in lenge Fund.
teaching and research will be
the classroom and beyond."
"The University of Gudph is an
soience complex atrium .
celebrated at a dinner Nov. 22. The
President Alastair Summerlee
Also attending will be officials incredibly exciting place for reUniversity is hosting the event to
will host the event and bring greet- &om some of the many government search, with people exploring the bihonour the hundreds of faculty who
ings from chancellor Pamela Wallin. agencies that support U of G re- ological and physical worlds, the
have received internal or external
Prof. Maureen Mancuso, provost search, including the Canada Re- social and artistic worlds, and the
teaching awards and/or research
and vice-president (academic), and search Chairs program, Canada many intersections among them,"
grants from government and other
Prof. Alan Wildeman, vice-president Foundation for Innovation, Cana- says Wildeman. "Our university is
agencies in the past four years.
dian Institutes of Health Research, one where the many facets of life are
(research), will give short talks.
More than 200 people are ex"We are extremely fortunate to Natural Sciences and Engineering explored and where there's a recogpected to attend the event, the larghave such excellent and engaging Research Council, Social Sciences nition that science, policy and indiest-ever gathering of its kind held on
faculty at Guelph, all of whom are and Hwnanities Research Council, viduals can all contribute to the
campus. The contributions of
d edicated to our students and their Canada Council for the Arts, Net- sustainability of our planet and to
Guelph's faculty will be highlighted
learning experience," says Mancuso. works of Centres of ExceUence, On- improving our quality of life."
BY LORI BONA HUNT
OF
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Lessons for Teachers
French prof wants to develop better understanding of the teaching process
BY TERESA PITMAN

CBS Prof Explores
Diet, Cancer Links
Scientist studies breast, prostate cancer risk

L

IKE MANY PEOP LE, Prof. Eliane

Lousada, Languages and Literatures, likes to travel. "Jes interest ing

T

BY ANDREW VOWLES

ing up in Brazil). English and, most
important, French. She can also get

by in Spanish and German.
The Fre nch is important because
that's what brought Lousada to
Guelph after 14 years of teaching at
the Alliance Francraise in Sao Paulo,
Brazil. The alliance is part of an in ternational network of schools that
focus on teaching French language
and culture. The school where she
taught is one of the largest, with
more than 6,000 students.
She says French and other languages are also taught in the Brazilian school system, but the teaching is
not very effective. "So if an adult or
even a teenager wants to learn
French, he or she comes to the Alliance Franyaise ."
Before starting to teach, Lousada
developed her knowledge of French
language and culture by going to the
heart of it - spending tliree years
studying in France. After returning
to Braz.ii and a teaching job at the alliance, she went on to earn her master's and doctoral degrees from
Pontificia Universidade Cat6lica of
Sao Paulo.
H er extensive experience at the
alliance - after nine years of teaching, she took on a co-ordinating role
as well - Jed to an interest in developing a better understanding of the
teaching process.
"We tend to focus on the content,
but the real work of a teacher goes
beyond just knowing the factual material that needs to be taught," she

Brazilian-born French professor Eliane lousada hopes her research will
offer insights into providing better development for teachers.
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

ried ou t h is regular teaching duties,
1.he. ana\.yz.e.d the. doc.ume.nts and

o utlines he was given for his classes,
discussed h.is lesson plans and recorded the classes.
"What I found was that the documents given to the teachers focused
on the teacher - saying he or she
should do this, this and that, or
should cover A, B and C. But they
didn't address what happens if sev·
eral students are late or they haven't
done their homework o r the
teacher's computer breaks down
partway through the cl ass."
At one point, for example, the
teacher in Lousada's study had prepared a lesson that depended on the
students having completed an earlier
says.
assignment, but when the class arThis applies even more when it
rived, only two h ad actually done the
comes to teaching languages, she
assigned work.
adds, because students need to do
"Teachers have to prepare, but
more than just memorize lists of
they also have to know that things
words - they need to be able to use
might change, depending on what
them in various contexts.
happens in the classroom on that
For her dissertation, Lousada folparticular day," she says.
lowed a teacher to explore the realHer study also highlighted the
life elements of teaching. As he carsignificant amount of work teach ers

A

do outside the classroom, both in
pre.paxin% \e.sson s and m aterials for

students and in reviewing and grading assignments.
She hopes her research will offer
insights into providing better development for teachers.
"It's easy to tell teachers what to
teach and what to do in class but not
so easy to prepare them for handling
all the unexpected situations."
Lousada continues to work with
the researchers in Sao Paulo who
help analyze the data she and others
have collected. In turn, those researchers are part of a larger network
based in SwitzerJand that is studying
human development and analysis of
texts in educational work situations.
Her desire to continue research
in this area is what led her to seek out
a university position, even though
coming to Guelph meant leaving behind family and friend s. She believes
the move was a good decision, despite missing those left behind.
" 1 like the research here, and I
think l have something to contribute."

Report on Standing Committees up for Discussion

Nov. 6 MEETING OF SENATE, Prof. Peter
Conlon, chair of the Senate Committee on Bylaws
and Membership, presented the fi.na1 report on the
review of the Senate standing committees for
information and discussion.
The review, which began in fall 2006, was driven by
the growth and reconfiguration of 1he Univenity, in·
creased enrolment, the evolution of the role of univer·
sity libraries, increased foc us on outcomes assessment
by the provincial government, and concerns expressed
by the standing committee members themselves about
the structure, membership and mandate of the txisting
committees, said Conlon.
The report contains recommendations related to
T THE

in the fight
against cancer is your dinner
plate, says Prof. David Ma, Human
Health and Nutritional Sciences
(HHNS). Newly arrived at Guelph
this fall, he is studying how what you
eat and drink may help protect you
against the two most common forms
of cancer in Canadians.
Breast cancer strikes more than
22,000 women each year and causes
more than 5,000 deaths (second only
to lung cancer), according to statistics from the Canadian Cancer Society. In men, the most common form
of cancer is prostate canceri about
22,300 men will be diagnosed this
year and about 4,300 will die from it.
Here at Guelph, Ma studies nutritional links to help prevent both
diseases.
The American Institute for Cancer Research estimates that as many
as 40 per cent of cancer cases are preventable through diet and physical
activity. Add in growing attention
being paid to the role of nutrition in
preventing a variety of ailments, says
Ma. "People are interested in
nutrition and disease."
If you can't do much about the
genes you're born with, you do have
some control over what you eat or don' t eat. Referring to the possibility of making a difference for
people in their kitchen and in restaurants, he says: "It's adding that
applied health component. "
Ma is digging into connections
between breast cancer and omega·3
fatty acids and conjugated linoleic
acids. He began that work as a graduate student at the University of
Alberta and pursued it as a post doctoral researcher at Texas A&M
and as a faculty member for the past
three years at the University of
Toronto.
Fats such as omega-3 fatty acids
have been shown to inhibit cancer
growth. But like other mammals,
humans can't make omega-3 and
need to find it in their diet, from
salmon to supplements. What happens when we eat varying amounts?
Research by Ma and others suggests
that early nutrition is critical to later
development o f cancer. By studying
mice, h e hopes to trace the life·cyde
connections between foo d and
disease.
He also plans to study prostate
cancer risk an d what men are eating
- or not eating. His interest here is
in trans fats, already pegged for their
links to cardiovasc ular disease. Several studies suggest they are also implicated in increased cancer risk,
especially prostate cancer.
Ma hopes to learn more about
whether specific kinds of trans fats
affect cancer risk. Not all trans fats
are equal, he says. Artificially created
fo rms found in baked goods appear
to be more harmful than natural
trans fats commonly foun d in dairy
products and beef.
He hopes to learn about genetic
HE NEW WEAPON

to see how people live and to
discover their culture," she says.
That wanderlust has taken her
throughout Europe and to a number
of countries in South America.
Of cowse, getting around those
different countries is easier for her
than it might be for th e average tourist because she speaks Portuguese
(her mother tongue, learned grow-

membership, communication and integration, and
mandate and structure. llhe full report is available online by typing "Review of the Senate Standing Commit·
tees" in the search box at www. uoguelph.ca. Conlon
advised senators that the report will be revised based on
feedback received at the meeting and will return to
Senate Dec. 1 I fo r approval
In other business, Senate approved a new certificate
in Scottish studies and a new PhD program in management. Prof. Donna Pennee, U of G's academic colleague
to the Council of Ontario Universities (COU), presented
a report on recent COU activities. She encouraged senators to visit the website www.cou.on.ca for updates on
advocacy efforts.
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determinants of prostate can cer as
well - the kind of thing that separates one consumer from anoth er.
"Maybe you can eat fried chicken
all day and have high trans fats, but
your overall risk is minimal if you
have the right genes, or vice versa,"
he says. "This is an example of how
personalized medicine can be applied through nutrition ."
Ma is also interested in learning
whether consumers' ethnic background affects prostate cancer risk.
He will draw on tissue samples
housed in the lab of his collaborator
Robert Nam, a clinical oncologist at
Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre
in Toronto. Working with about 175
of those samples, they have already
drawn links between higher levels of
dietary trans fats and more aggressive forms of prostate cancer.
Next up: expanding the study to
all 3,000 samples, representing a
range of ethnic groups. There's evidence that risks vary for, say, Caucasians and African-Americans.
Pointing to Canada's multicultural makeup, Ma says: "We want to
tackle a pertinent h ealth question for
Can adian men.1' ('Fhere's also a personal angle: his father recently underwent prostate cancer treatment.)
His Jab in the Animal Science and
Nutrition Building can analyze samples and identify specific forms of
trans fats to tease out these relationships.
Ma studied cancer as a faculty
member in the nutrition department ofU of T's Faculty of Medicine
before joining Guelph this year. He
says U of G offers opportunities to
expand his research program and
provides access to like·minded faculty and research facilities such as
the Advanced Analysis Centre in the
science complex.
Does he heed the lessons of his
own research? "Have everything in
moderation is probably the best advice," says Ma, who keeps his own
omega-3 levels up by consuming
eggs, milk and salmon, and tries to
limit junk foo d. " I enjoy my potato
chips - and one can indulge once in
a while."
Recognizing the fitn ess and exercise side of the equation, he golfs and
burns more than a few calories running after his 14-month-old son,
Noah. His wife, Soo Min Toh,
teaches human resources management at the University of Toronto.
(They live in Mississauga, wh ere Ma
catches the new GO Transit bus ser·
vice to Guelph fro m Square One.)
Ma had planned on a career in
medicine and studied biochemistry
as an undergraduate at the University of Alberta. But that changed after a summer research position in
Alberta.
' 11'm really a bench resea rcher,"
he says, referring to the basic kinds
of questions he's trying to solve.
"That's what brings me to work every day - the opportunities to ask
interesting research questions and
having the ability to answer them."

Fishful Thinking
BY TERESA PITMAN

M

AIT

CORNISH

DOESN'T

actually swim with the
sharks, but he does get to greet one
every day when he comes to work.
That's not a figurative shark, either,
it 's a real one, swimming in a large
tank in the Hagen Aqualab.
Comish says the Aqualab, located in the blue building on Christie Lane, is one of U of G's
unintentionally best-kept secrets.
"Often when students come here for
the first time, they tell us: "We had
no idea all this was here.'''
His job as Aqualab technician
means he knows all the ins and outs
of the facility, and he's still impressed by it.

To understand Comish's job,
you first need to understand the facility. The building contains more
than a d ozen research rooms and another 12 environmental chambers,
each with water piped in and tanks of
varying sizes that can be moved and
rearranged as needed.
''Some 50 research studies can be
going on at any one time," he says.
"We can supply three different temperatures of water, either marine or
fresh water, to most research rooms.
In the environmental chambers, we
can control the air temperature. In
addition, the whole facility is under
real-time computer monitoring. "
Peek into one room, for example,
and you'll see a collection of cold
saltwater tanks containing starfish,
crabs and fish brought back from a
field station in St. Andrews, N.B.
"The water chemistry of salt water is far more complicated than that
of fresh water," says Cornish, "and
because we don't have a source of
natural salt water nearby, we mix
our own."

being a "butterfly guy.")
With his master's degree in hand,
he worked at Algonquin Park as the
facility manager of the Wildlife Research Station for nearly a decade.
While there, he met and married his
wife, Lisa, and had two daughters.
Just over three years ago, he heard
about the opening at the Hagen
Aqualab and decided to return to
Guelph .
His work has shifted from wings
and antennae to hooves and fur and
now to fins and gills, but Comish
says he finds the connections easy to
make.
"Science is very much about
ideas, and biologists just use different modeJ organisms to explore
those ideas. My master's taught me
how to conduct and analyze experiments, and although the animals I
work with today are different, the
problems and issues are the same."
His interest in conservation and
the environment grew while he was
Matt Cornish Is responsible for implementing and overseeing the maintenance of the Hagen Aqualab.
at Algonquin Park, and he's pleased
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE
that the University also considers
Down the hall, you'll find a higher tensile strength than spider's job that he says keeps growing.
these to be important issues.
chamber that feels like you're walk- silk."
"For example, we make aggresBetween Comish and the facility
ing onto a Florida beach - warm
Intermediate fibres or not, you're manager, someone is on call 24 sive efforts to minimize the amount
and humid. That's where the shark not likely to find these fish in any hours a day, seven days a week, to of water we use. Obviously, we need
huge amounts of water, but we're
lives, and other tanks hold an assort- home aquarium.
keep everything running.
ment of brightly coloured tropical
Comish is responsible for imple"Murphy's law is very unforgiv- able to recirculate and rewe 70 to 90
fish and gently waving soft corals.
menting and overseeing the mainte- ing," says Comish. 'We provide per cent of it. "
Comish is also happy about the
From the glamorous to the, well, nance of the Aqualab as well as techn ical help for the researchers,
not-so-glamorous: Cornish next serving as instructor for a fourth- but more important, we need to variety of work his job entails and
shows off a tank of hagfish, which are year marine and freshwater biology keep things working properly for the about being able to botli work with
his hands and use his mind creatively
large and generally unattractive project course. His work in the animals."
worm-shaped black fish.
coune invo)ves hclping students se\
Comish came() a B.Sc. in biolo&i- \o so\ve prob\ems. \ tat.b\ni '21.n n
"The interesting thing about up their research projects and teach- caJ sc ience from Guelph and an working with students are a big plus
these fish is that they can produce ing them any techniques they need M.Sc. from Brock University. His as weU.
" I enjoy working with smart peocopious amounts of slime to deter to know, such as how to mark fish master's thesis focused on butterfly
predators," he says. "And that slime and administer anesthetics.
mating behaviours. (He says one bo- ple, and the University is a great
working
environment," be says.
turns out to have some very cool
In addition, he handles much of nus of working at the Aqualab is that
properties. It contains intermediate the paperwork required for con- he gets a lot less ribbing about being 'Tve learned so much, and I keep on
fibres that have a component with a ducting research - an aspect of the a "fish guy" now than he did about leaming. n

For the Bees and Birds
U of G community members help lead charge for pollinator park on former city landfill site

W

BY ANDREW VOWLES
with an old landfill
site? You might tum it into a haven for
bees, butterflies and other pollinators that are
responsible for helping to feed much of the
Earth, including us. If advocates on and off
campus have their way, the City of Guelph's
decommissioned Eastview landfill will become
home to what may be the first pollinator park
in the world, says Prof. Karen Landman,
Environmental Design and Rural DeveJopment (SEDRD).
Plans to bring the 5 I -hectare dumpsite alive
with blooms and bees are being pursued by U
of G faculty and students, city officials and environmental groups, for several reasons.
The key one is the need to provide a home
and food source for pollinators, mostly such
insects as bees, butterflies and Oies but also
hummingbirds. Pollinator numbers have
fallen across North America, a concern for biologists, farmers and consumers alike. Guelph
needs such a park, says Landman, "because we
all eat. One-third of our food comes via
pollinators. A lot of crop production depends
on it."
Practically speaking. there are few other aJHAT DO YOU DO

tematives fo r the former dumpsite. Its capped
surface won't support trees and is unsuitable
for sports fields. City council has approved use
of the landfill portion itself as a passive park.
(Another 30 hectares adjacent to the dump
that weren't used for landfill have been approved for use as sports fields.) The dump
opened in 1961 and closed in 2003.
Landman and others hope the site will remain as a meadow, with native plants chosen
to provide food and habitat for pollinators.
That's what has naturally begun to occur on
the site, now covered with grasses and flowering plants. The site also contains about 60 wellheads, where methane generated in the landfill
is collected and used to make electricity.
The idea for a pollinator park arose last
spring when Prof. Peter Kevan, Environmental
Biology, spoke to municipal staff about declining pollinator numbers.
"I thought it was an appropriate use," says
Jyoti Pathak, parks planner for the City of
Guelph's community design and development
services. "The plants we will use would need to
be pollinator-friendly."
Since then, U of G landscape axchitecture
students have drafted park designs and shared
their ideas with professional practitioners, city
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officials and environmental groups. No commitments have yet been made for the fo rmer
landfill, says Pathak, who notes that any concrete plans for a park would need detailed proposals, funding and council approval.
Referring to her students' work, Landman
says: "We're training landscape architects to be
aware of issues." Other benefits for students
and researchers would include lessons about
incorporating such a concept into an urban
setting (including homes recently built
nearby), opportunities to study pollinator biology and migration, and ideas about
ecological rehabilitation.
Landman belongs to a research group led by
Kevan that received funding this fall from the
University's Environmental Science Research
Initiative to develop the idea furth er. That
group includes expens in landscape architecture, plant agriculture, integrative biology, environmental biology and geography.
The proposed pollinator park is one of the
projects involving the Canadian Pollination
Initiative, a fledgling network of researchers
across the country interested in pollination biology. Kevan is co-leader of that initiative and
is working with Victoria MacPhail, a recent
M.Sc. graduate of Guelph, on a larger funding
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application to study the field and raise public
awareness of such issues as the recent
pollinator decline.
MacPhail says scientists need to obtain
better baseline data about pollinator species
and their role in seed and fruit production, including effects of such threats as habitat loss
and fragmentation, pesticides, parasites and
disease. Using funding from the David Suzuki
Foundation, she is completing a guidebook to
be published next year about native
pollinator-friendly plants.
"If you want to plant in your backyard, this
would be a resource," she says.
Bees, for example, like wild strawberry and
chokecherry. Butterflies and other pollinators
are attracted to various native milkweeds.
"Many of these plants attract a diversity of
pollinators - not just one specific type - and
pollinators need a continuous succession of
flowering plants throughout the growing
SC'-'OP

Landman says she'd benefit from knowing
more about pollinator gardens here in Guelph.
Those lessons would probably also extend back
to the classroom, where the former longtime
design consultant now teaches planting design.
"These are plants we all need to learn about."

'Go Overseas, Do Something Different'

Historian heeds the advice of an academic adviser and builds a career rooted in her wide-ranging international experiences
BY TERESA PITMAN

W

HAT HAPPENS when you
take a not-very-happy math
and
economics major from
Minnesota's St. Olaf College and
send her on an overseas semester to
the Middle East?
It changes her life.
In Prof. Renee Worringer's case,
that semester abroad started her on
the road to becoming a history professor here at U of G and sparked a
love of travel that has never faded.
During her Middle East semester,
Wortinger was based in Jerusalem
but also travelled to Cairo, Istanbul
and other places. Inspired by that experience, she went to Japan after
graduation and worked there for
three years, talcing advantage of opportunities to visit other pans of
Asia and Africa.
"My life in Minnesota had really
been quite sheltered, and I grew up a
lot over those years because I got to
see so much of the world," she says.
On her return to the United
States, Worringer headed for the
University of Chicago and spent the
next 11 years doing her PhD.
"Because J was working on the
history of the Ottoman Empire, I
needed to learn Arabic and Turkish
as weUas Ottoman Turkish, which is
now a dead language," she explains.
She managed 10 combine her interest in Japan and Middle Eastern

countries by doins her dissertation

on how Japan's image became a
model for reform and modernization in the Ottoman Empire.
Her research took her to Twkey,
Syria, Egypt and Lebanon, but she
wasn't able to go every.....here she'd
hoped to. "Travel in the Middle East
is difficult these days," she says.
In case you haven't heard much

Prof. Renee Worringer at home with her three Belgian shepherds.
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practise their own religions.
"The Ottomans were involved
with just about everyone," she says.
''Sometlmes they were friends,
sometimes they were at war. They
brought together influences from
the Persian, Twco-Mongolian,
Byzantine and Arab cultwes."
After completing her dissertation, Worringer was hired by the
University of Queensland in Australia, which was looking to develop an
Islamic studies program. She loved

about the Ottoman Empire (or
thought it might be a chain of furniture stores S\H~cia\iz.ing in \)added
foo[Stools), Worringer is happy to
explain. For nearly 600 years-right
up through the First World War the Ottoman Empire expanded and
contracted but at one time covered
much of Eastern Europe and the
Middle East, plus parts of North Africa. Although the rulers were Muslim, they allowed the non-Muslim
people in their lands to follow and

Australia (although she acknowledges that she "couldn't get used to
having Christmas and New Year's in
the middle of swnrner"). but after
working for fow years to develop the
program, she decided to look for another position. She was pleased to
discover that- U of G was seeking
someone with expertise in Islamic
history.
"There's so much interest in Islamic studies now, and the whole
area bas been under-represented,"
says Worringer. '1lt's not just the international situation that has
boosted interest, but it's also the fact
that most western countries today
have pretty substantial Muslim populations, and we need to understand
their heritage."
Sometimes that under-representation makes it difficult for university students, she says.
"For some, it may be the hardest
history course they've ever taken because the names, dates and places are
all unfamiliar. Islamic law is very different from the western law we
know. Even the basic geography is
often not clear - I use a lot of maps
in my lectures."
Worringer is currently writing a
book based on her PhD research, but
she's also developing another project
that capitalizes on her wide-ranging
international experiences: exploring
the image of the wolf in various
world cultures.
"The wolf is sometimes seen as a
positive image, representing power,
and other times seen as a negative,"
she says.
Her research suggests that nomadic groups tended to have a positive image of the wolf, whereas those
groups that had settled into agricultural communities and developed
monotheistic religions had more

negative wolf imagery.
" It isn' t just that the wolf is the
predator preying on their flocks," she
says. "The wolf becomes an avatar or
servant of the devil, preying on people's souls."
Worringer is also intrigued by
those societies where the wolf has retained its positive image, even
though the people are no longer nomadic. This includes Japan and First
Nations communities in North
America.
Why the interest in wolves? That's
an easy question to answer Worringer and her husband have
three Belgian shepherds, large dogs
that look a bit like wolves. T\vo of the
dogs accompanied her to Australia
and have now travelled to Canada;
the third was Australian-bred.
Despite their size and appearance,
these dogs not only don't prey on
sheep but they1ve also won many
competitions herding sheep and
ducks. (Yes, ducks.) Right now,
Worringer is using a neighbow's
farm for training sessions, but she
hopes to get some sheep of her own
next spring so she can expand her
training program on the couple's
property near Fergus.
"These dogs herd differently than
other dogs such as border collies,"
she notes. "They were bred to walk
with the shepherd, patrolling the
flock and protecting it from predators, and they herd by sheer physical
presence

Reflecting on her varied interests
and the way they've come together in
her life, Worringer can only thank
the academic adviser who told her,
when she was a bored and frustrated
undergraduate student, to "go overseas, do something different."
"That's the best advice l've ever
had."

Banning Access to Genetic Information Would
Result in Insurance Rate Hikes, Study Finds

.

Economist recommends five-year moratorium on use ofgenetic test results by insurance companies

.

BY DEIRDRE HEALEY

A

s

becomes
more common, concerns
about insurance companies having
access to people's test results have
many Canadians wanting to keep
genetic information private.
But a new study by Prof. Michael
Hoy, Economics, has revealed that
denying insurance companies access
to genetic testing results could lead
to a significant hike in insurance
rates, especially for those who have a
close family history of a genetic
disease.
Working with Julia Witt of the
Institute of Applied Economic and
Social Research at the University of
Melbourne, Hoy has developed a
model to simulate how insurance
marke[S would be affected if insurance companies didn't have access to
a client's genetic information.
GENETIC TESTING

Published recently in 111e Journal
of Risk and Insurance, the research
simulates the market for 10-yearterm life insurance plans of women
aged 35 to 39, based on the assumption that they have all had testing for
the BRCA 1/2 genes linked to breast
cancer.
Currently, Canada has no laws
specifically restricting the we of genetic testing results. But the 2003
Public Opinion Research Into Genetic Privacy Issues found that a majority of Canadians reject the right of
insurance companies to ask for genetic information, even if the applicants have knowledge of a genetic
condition.
Insurance companies argue that
they should know the test results for
genetic indicators of certain diseases
and disorders so they can adjust premiums and benefits for high-risk clients accordingly.

"They've always used factors such
as age, gender, family history and
medical history in considering premiums and benefits, so they say the
information revealed by genetic tests
shouldn't be treated any differently,"
says Hoy.
If a ban were instituted, some
consumers would have more information about tl1eir genetics than
their insurance companies would.
The result could be high-risk clients
buying more life insurance and insurance companies increasing rates
based on factors such as family
history, he says.
ru a result, anyone with a family
history of breast cancer, for ex.ample,
would pay a higher rate - as much
as 300 per cent - regardless of
whether that person carries BRCA
1/2 genes, because insurance companies would treat the entire group the
same. The general population would
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see an increase of about 1.5 per cent, some countries have issued an outright ban, and the United States is
the model predicts.
Inflated insurance prices cou1d currently creating regulations to realso force some low-risk individuals strict insurance companies from acto drop out of the insurance market cessing genetic test results to set
premiums for health insurance, he
altogether, Hoy adds.
"With fewer low-risk clients says.
Based on his research, Hoy beoverall, insurance companies would
have to raise prices even more to sat- lieves that, in the long run, a ban may
not be the best solution and that polisfy claims and stakeholders."
Although his research is specific icy-makers may need to strike a balto BRCA 1/2 genes, he is currently ance between access to genetic
applying the same economic model information and overall inswance
to genetic testing for Huntington's rates.
He recommends a five-year mordisease.
Hoy says he hopes his research atorium on the use of genetic results
will w ge Canadians to start discuss- by insurance companies, to be foling this topic and potential ways of lowed by a review of the situation.
regulating genetic information
"That way, if high-risk individurather than simply resorting to an als are disproportionately buying up
outright ban.
insurance, then the terms can be reThe debate on whether such in- considered and alternative ways of
formation shou1d be private is hap- helping those who are being unfairly
pening across the globe. In Europe, penalized can be developed."
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The Places She's Seen
Geography researcher kayaks, canoes, hikes through 'the big wilderness'

S

BY ANDREW VOWLES

HE'D BROKEN All THE RULES.

Not only was Johanna Wandel
trekking alone in the Arctic but
she also hadn't told anyone
where she was going. And despite an Inuit
hunter's advice that she carry a gun, the
only weapon she'd slipped into her
backpack was a two-by-four. Now that
chunk of wood seemed like poor
protection against the hungry carnivore
lurking behind the ice mound before her.
Or the next one. Or the one after that.
Up in the northernmost wilds of
Baffin Island three years ago, the U of G
researcher had taken some free time that
spring day from studying Inuit communities' vulnerability and adaptability to
climate change. The inveterate hiker,
kayaker, canoeist and all-round explorer
had decided to trek along the sea ice beneath the cliffs overlooking an inlet. The
outing had started weU enough, but then
"bear-anoia" struck.
11
1 got spooked,'' says Wandel, a research associate in the Department ofGeography. "I was convinced there was a polar bear
behind every block of ice."
Panic drove her onto the shore. But now she faced a scree
slope of loose rock on the way to the top of the bluffs, about J 00
metres up. It was only when she began climbing that she realized just how precarious the footing was. Move slower than the
sliding debris and she risked triggering a mini-landslide that
would sweep her back down the cliff. Move too quickly and
she'd probably panic or run out ofsteam, with the same result.
Wandel ended up making short dashes uphill, searching for
outcrops where she could cling while she caught. her breath. She
remembers forcing herself to sit for 45 seconds at a time, focusing on breathing to ward off panic. "I was terrified."
She reached the top of the scree slope only to realize she'd
made another mistake. What she hadn't been able to see from
the shore was that the loose rock ended well below the difftop.
Now she found herself "rim-rocked," facing a sheer 60-metre
stretch of bare rock with no safe way up or down.
Three years later, she says that experience in Arctic Bay
ranks among the "dumbest" things she's done in some 15 years
of adventure travelling.
A quick glance around her Hutt Building office reveals little
of Wandel's busy after-hours pursuit although that
one-pager of marine weather codes taped o nto a hard drive on
her desk provides a due. By day, she helps run the busy research
program of Prof. Barry Smit, Canada Research Chair in Global
Environmental Change. But log onto her personal website
(http://johanna.wandel.ca) and you encounter a cache of words
and pictures detailing a long list of excursions under the heading "Adventwes of a Geo-Geek."
Last February she went cross-country skiing at Lake Louise
in Alberta. In April she drove around northern Chile with office
administrator and sometime travel companion Gwen Young.
July brought kayaking trips in Massassauga Park and on Georgian Bay. This fall, she and Young went to Brazil. In December,
Wandel will head to Indonesia for a conference of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, followed
by a visit to a friend in China.
The latter country is already on her "done" list: she trekked
along the Great Wall a year ago, just a few months after hilting
thro ugh Panama. Last year also saw her cross-country skiing in
Norway and floating her canoe and kayak on various Ontario
lakes and rivers.
Scroll back through nearly I 0 years and you get a picture ofa
hardy, seasoned adventurer: snowshoeing in the Bruce Peninsula, winter camping in Killamey, caving in West Virginia, dog
sledding in Algoma, hiking in the Northwest Territories and
Finland, and generally paddling that 18-foot fibregJass sea
kayak all over Ontario's waterways.
Sounds exotic - and not a little strenuous. But Wandel is
quick to correct any misconceptions. "They're not exotic trips
- they're fun."
Acknowledging the handful of international destinations
spicing up the list, she points out that most ofher outings occur

Johanna Wandel's ~ravels have taken her, from top, to the
Great Wall in China, the High Arctic and Panama.
closer to home and involve nothing more complicated than her
kayak, her Eweka tent and a sleeping bag.
"You don't have to fly to California to have a cool weekend
outside," she says.
Take one of her recent highlights: a 10-day kayaking trip last
year from Silver Islet to Rossport near Thunder Bay. Noting
that the area showed up in Jane Urquhart's 1997 novel, The
Uuderpainter, she says: "It's one of the best places I've been anywhere." Thick fog one day only made the trip more memorable.
She relished the chance to test her skills with compass and
global positioning system to safely lead her three companions.
"I was so confident in my navigation that we cut across the
bay in the fog," says Wandel, who has also done ocean kayaking
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and in Gwaii Haanas National Park
in British Columbia.
Not that she's immune to the occasional wrong-headed decision. One day late last August, she headed out with a friead to
tackle a stretch of Georgian Bay. They'd heard radio warnings
abo ut water spouts and a storm but decided to chance the crossing to meet up with friends. About six kilometres out, they met
a cold front with 25- 10 30-knot sustained winds and slanting
rain. Her blog entry for that day describes the conditions:
"This horrendous stinging rain and high wind picked m y
boat up and spun it so the wind was broadside. For the first time
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in my life, I could paddle at 100-per-cent
exertion and not get my bow back into
the wind no matter how hard I pwhed
and how deep I dug. In addition, J
couldn't see much because of the rain,
and where my skin was exposed - my
face and hands - it stung far more than
it's ever stung from rain. It took all the
strength I had just to hang onto my paddle - the wind was ripping at it so much
- and keep paddling with a super high
cadence but low-angJe stroke so that I
wouJdn't go over."
They made it - barely. "You take
risks that you often shouldn't," she says.
"It was a poor call and we got really
lucky."
Shades of that earlier experience with
the phantom bear on Arctic Bay. That
day, having confronted a wall ofrock barring her route to the clifftop, Wandel was
forced to traverse about 200 metres along
the cliff face until she found a gully that
allowed her to pick her way up. "When I got to the end, I sat for
20 minutes and threw up,"sbe says.
On the bright side, she adds, she had her camera with her. "I
got some great pictwes."
Her popular blog with its spirited writing and often stunning photography attracts attention, sometimes not entirely
welcome. "'It makes me sound a lot cooler than I am," she says.
"People feel they know you. Strangers invite you on a
three-month trip."
Wherefore the wanderlust? She shrugs. Maybe it has something to do with her &fOwin@,-UP years svent in northern Oncario. Nor that she trovelled as a youngster. Far from it, say:s
Wandel, whose childhood involved one big trip and then nothing until her late teens.
She was just nine years old when her fam ily left southern
Germany for a new life. Recalling her father's yearning for this
country, she says: "Canada was a dream, the big wilderness. ''
Her parents bought and ran a fishing camp on Rock Lake,
about an hour's drive fro m Sault Ste. Marie. They also bought a
I00-hectare farm complete with sawmill and bush lot - perfect
for her father and his lifelong fumitwe-making pastime. They
spent winters on the farm and swnmers at the camp. Romantic?
Only in the most ironic sense, says Wandel.
"I hated all the work," she says, recalling summer days
packed with chores from rebuilding all seven cottages at the
camp one by one to cleaning the cottages to handling bookings
on the phone even at age 12. "I resented not being able to play
all the time. And I really resented that our pa.rents wouldn't let
w have a canoe."
Looking back, she can afford to be more charitable. She says
the experience taught her about self-sufficiency, something that
has guided her steps ever since. Maybe that's what partly drew
her to study Waterloo's Old Order Mennonites for a master's
degree in geography here at Guelph. (She had started an undergraduate degree in mathematics and history at Trent University
but switched to geography after experiencing canoeing and
camping trips: "That's when I realized I couJd do something

with this geography thing.'")

Drawn to cultural geography, Wandel studied the effects of
the farming Mennonites on the landscape. For her PhD completed in 2006, she looked at organic agricuJtwe.
She's busy now in her work with Smit, which often takes her
to the more exotic-sounding destinations on her travel log. She
often tacks on a few extra days following a conference or research trip to explore, either on her own or recently with
Young. The upcoming trip to Indonesia involves their work
with the Intemacional Polar Year (IPY) -Smit leads a Canadian research program on Arctic communities under the IPY
- and with the UN climate change group.
Conscious of the paradox in flying abroad for work - and
contributing to greenhouse gas emissions in the process - she
stresses that most ofher adventures happen doser to home and
involve rew more emissions than what's generated by a portable
stove. Talk about paradoxes, she says. "I would be a more conscious globaJ citizen if I were a couch potato."

Engineers Want
to Put Smiles
on Faces of Kids
in Caribbean

GLEN PYLE
Every week, Prof. Glen Pyle laces
up his skates to play recreational
hockey with students and colleagues from OVC. Their team,
the Scalpel Blades, also includes
some of his colleague's spouses.
Pyle has played hockey for
years. He played during bis university years at U ofG but stopped Glen Pyle
when he moved to Memphis to do
graduate work. During a postdoctoral stint in Chicago, he was a member ofhis depan ment's recreational team. "I was quickly recruited on the
sole basis that they knew I was Canadian."
Pyle is also involved with Amnesty International, a
human rights organization he has volunteered with for
20 years.
Each month, he takes a tum managing the group's
booth at the Guelph Farmers' Market. "It's great to have
people stop and ask questions and learn about some of
the cases we're trying to attract attention to," he says.
In Memphis, he helped organize an Amnesty art
show and a speakers' series at the Civil Rights Museum.
"Here it's a smaller group, and they believe in writing
letters and signing petitions rather than staging events.
I'd like to get more people involved in Amnesty because
it's important work that can change people's lives."
Anyone interested in learning more about the group
can contact Pyle at gpyle@uoguelph.ca.

Students design two dental clinics on wheels

BY ANDREW VOWLES

B

in
the
Dominican Republic may
reflect the efforts of a Guelph
engineering class whose assignment
this year is to design two muchneeded mobile dental clinics for the
RIGHT

SMILES

poor Caribbean island country.

Students in a senior design course
taught by Prof. John Runciman

hope their class project will yield not

just an "A" but also improved dental
care for kids and families in the
developing nation.
The unique project is a bonus for
Runcirnan, too. "One of the reasons
I got into this form of engineering
was to help people," he says. Last

spring, he had another student
group design a bicycle brake for a
girl with a disabled hand.
This time, all 25 students in his
fourth-year biomechanical design
class are helping to revamp and outfit two donated cube vans for use in
communities in the Dominican Republic that Jack dental heallh

services.

"People from these communities

typically travel to see a dentist only
for extremely severe infections or
disease," says Alex Vistorino, a 2004
biologicaJ engineering graduate
from Thunder Bay who is now
executive director of the Smiles
Foundation in Santo Domingo, the
capital.
Lacking proper dental hygiene and without public dental health
care or education - more than nine
out of 10 people in this nine-million -strong nation have cavities requiring fillings, says Vistorino. The
problem is especially acute among
children aged six to 14. About 95 per
cent of the population suffers from
periodontal disease.
The Smiles Foundation already
operates eight permanent clinics and
plans to add two more next year, It
also runs three mobile clinics and
hopes to add these two new clinics-on-wheels by next spring, he
says.
"The main benefit ofthese vans is
that they're completely mobile and
can be moved to remote underserviced communities where dental
health services are non-existent. Our
main target population is children,
but we also treat adults, and typically
whole families come to the van for
treatment all at the same time."
Two used vans were donated this
year by a Toronto-area Rotary Club.
Already shipped south, they will be
outfitted by local contractors and an
on-site dental technician, following
design specs to be supplied by the
Guelph students.
Here at U of G, groups of students are tackling components of the
complicated project, from space al-

cial park to working at a fire station, in a retirement

Faculty member;,, the Department ofBiomedical Sciences
since 2003

location and specifications for air
conditioning, electricity, lighting,
water and compressed air to requisite dental equipment and tools even a waste-disposal system.
They're communicating with their
Caribbean partners by conference
call and e-mail.
The Smiles Foundation aims to
raise funds to complete the project.
"The students' report will be used by
th e charitable organization to submit a grant application to finish
these trucks," says Runciman.
He got involved after Vistorino
contacted him to ask for a reference
letter and mentioned the project.
Runciman thought the project
sounded perfect for his design
course because it's an applied reallife problem. "It's not that different
from what grads h ave done," he says.
referring to hospital design problems encountered by other engineering graduates.
Student Leanne Conrad says she
likes being involved in something
that's not just theoretical. "I really
want it to be well done. \t's going to
affect many peopJe who use the
service."
Adds team member Willy De
Witt: "There's a little more pride involved."

KRISTEN BEAVER
Fourth-year stu.dent in crimiruil justice and public poliay
For the past six years, Kristen
Beaver has helped organize the
Central Ontario Leadership Seminars, which are geared to high
school students. This year she's
bad to put her involvement on the
back burner as she gets prepared
for an eight-month placement
wlth Katimavik, a national ,;youth
service program, starting in January.
"You're assigned different jobs in communities," says
Beaver. "It could be anything from deaning up a provin-

home or at a swimming pool. I have no idea what I'll be
doing, but I' m really excited."
She says she's looking forward to meeting new people
and learning more about Canada.
"I've never travelled, so this program really appealed
to me. I've always thought it was important to see Canada before going anywhere else. Fm going coast-tocoast, so it's a great opportunity."
Donating her time is nothing new for Beaver, who
started volunteering at the River Run Centre in March
before landing a paid position there as front-of:.house
staffin April. She says the centre is a great fit because she
has fond memories of participating in dance competitions there wh en she was younger.
"I used to love coming to Guelph with my team from
Milton to dance there, and I love being there now."

ALTAFVIRANI
Assistant direator ofIT for Hospitality Services, joined the
Ut1iversity in 1984
Each morning, AltafVirani is up at
the crack of dawn to squeeze in a
workout at the Athletic Club
before his workday starts. "It's my
first kick of the day."
He also returns a couple of
times each week to play squash.
"I' m part of a league," says Virani,
who's been playing for the past AltafViranl
three years.
"We play singles and we play
'cutthroat,' which is where three players are on the court
at all times. Two people play while the third stays by the
window. Whoever loses the point comes out, and the
third player rotates in. It's an intense style of play that
keeps me in good shape."
When he's not dancing around the court, Virani and
his wife, Margaret, who also works on campus, enjoy going out to sharpen their ballroom dance skills. The couple took a Latin dance class a couple of years ago, and of
all the dances they learned, they particularly enjoy the
quickstep and the cha-cha, he says.
He also enjoys entertaining at home. "For us, friends
aiid fumily are what life is all about."
And a dinner party at their home wouldn't be complete without music - namely classical, jazz and R&B to unwind after a busy day or week, he says.

Central Europe Theme of Short Stories
College ofArts prof to give reading from new book Dec. 3 in Waterloo

W

BY TERESA PITMAN
he first began gathering
up his short stories for his
newest book, A Grave in the Air,
Prof. Stephen Henighan of the
School of Languages and Literatures
didn't immediately recognize the
Central European theme that
ultimately became the focus of the
collection.
"It was originally intended to be a
longer book," says Henighan, "but
the editor pointed out that several of
the stories had that theme, and by removing the ones that didn't fit, we
ended up with a strong and more focused book."
Why Central Europe? ult's a good
place to look at the relationships between individuals and history, and
how historical events have shaped
people's lives,"' be says. "The stories
also look at how that is changing,
how the fluidity of the modem world
is putting to the test that relationship."
He emphasizes, though, that
"first and foremost, they're just stoHEN

lection is his third, and he's also published three novels - are widely
acclaimed, and he was nominated
for the 2002 Governor General's
Award for Non-Fiction for bis book
When Words Deny the World: The

Reshaping of Canadian Writing.

His publisher describes A Grave

in theAirthisway: "'Whether moving

readers to reflection or providing engaging entertainment, Henighan's
prose is shaw and clean. Once again,
he is as instructive in his understanding of peoples and cultures as he is
instinctive in taking us inside the
worlds that shape them."
Henighan notes that the book
"has kind of a chronological sweep.
The first story is about my greatgrandfather's attempt to prevent the
outbreak of the Second World War.
He had this idea that he'd take a soccer team to tour Austria and Germany in 1939, with the hope that the
'sporting spirit' would prevail and
war could be prevented.n Henighan
adds that his family has a long history of idealistic projects that ended
in failure.
ries.n
That story is balanced by the final
Don't let the word ..just" fool
one in the collection, which looks at
you. Henighan's stories - this colthe war in Bosnia and considers how
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the idea of belonging to a particular
culture has changed now that people
tend to move so freely and so often
from one country to another.
topics
appear
in
These
Henighan's writing because he is
"more attracted to the edges of
things, the margins, not the middle
of the road. Pm interested in the
shapes of European culture when it's
pushed to the edge. That stimulates
me."
For Henighan, writing is simply
essential. "I write every morning before I come in to work. Otherwise I'd
go crazy. I feel like I'm going flat out
the whole two hours. Then when I
think the story is finished, I'll put it
away for three months, and when I
take it back out, 1 usually realize it's
not finished at all. Some of the stories in this collection have been revised many times over a period of
years."
As he works to promote this
newly released collection, Henighan,
who had harsh words for Canadian
literature and literary institutions in
When Words Deny the World, notes
that it's "much harder to get reviews
of Canadian fiction today than it was
even three or four years ago. There
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are fewer publishers and fewer review outlets, so you get less varied
responses."
He's done a number of readings
from the book at events in Guelph,
Toronto, Ottawa and other locations
and has more scheduled, including
one to be hosted by Words Worth
Books Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m . at Knox
Church in Waterloo.
Currently, Henighan is working
on a novel set in Guatemala that was
inspired by the five months he spent
in that country co-ordinating
Guelph's semester abroad there.
Inspiration, he points out, is an
odd thing. "You can go to some fascinating place for six months and
write nothing about it, or you can go
somewhere that seems less interesting for 10 days and end up writing
three stories based on that."
Even with all his other accomplishments and interests, writing fiction remains central to Henighan's
life. No matter how immersed he
gets in teaching Spanish -American
literature and culture or doing research or translation, he always
cones back to his fiction, he says.
"It's always the core. Everything
else spins off from that."

Memories Are Made of This
Psychology prof returns to Canada from England to conduct memory research

A

BY TERESA PITMAN

LTHOUGH MOST OF us have
enjoyed the warmer-thanusual weather this fall, psychology

Class puts their best foot forward for assignment

professor Boyer Winters is especially
appreciative. That's because when he

R

BY ANDREW VOWLES

moved to Guelph from Cambridge,
England, in early September, he had
his cold-weather clothing shipped
separately.
"They told me it would take six
weeks. but it's already been 12 and
they're still not here," he says.
"Thank goodness it's been such a
warm fall."
Winters isn't unused to the vagaries of Canadian weather, however.
He grew up in Nova Scotia and
earned his BA at Dalhousie University before moving to Cambridge

ing many parts of the brain, Winters
says there's evidence that one partthe hippocampus - plays a key role.
This becomes especially noticeable
when illness causes memory deterioration.
"When a person has Alzheimer's
disease, the damage starts in the hippocampus and the parts of the brain
surrounding it," he says. "The first
signs of Alzheimer's are often picked
up by family members when
Grandma can't remember eating
breakfast or can't recognize a relative's face. These are examples of episodic memory, and that's what is
impaired first. "
Only later in the progress of the
disease do other aspects of memory
begin to fail, he says.
In Winters's research, he looks at
how rats can learn to recognize an
object (by receiving a reward when

a 42-kilometre marathon around the town of
Minto might appeal only to
diebards. For most residents or
visitors in this rural municipality
north of Guelph, a more likely pace
would be a leisurely Main Street
stroll or a brisk hike along a former
rail trail.
In either case, the goal for U ofG
students in a project course this semester has been to help the community become more livable by making
it more Walkable."
About SO landscape architecture
students hope their "walkability''
plans will yield high marks both in
their d esign studio course and for
Minto and its constituent communities of Palmerston, Harriston,
Clifford and Drew. The mainJy rural
town sits on the northwestern
boundary of Wellington County on
the way to Lake Huron and
Georgian Bay.
Picking up on a "walkability"
move now afoot in more communities worldwide, Minto hopes to improve quality of life by making it
easier for pedestrians to get around .
Making the community more footfriendly is also intended to
strengthen connectedness and a
sense of identity.
There are safety and accessibility
issues, too, says Andrew Anderson,
co-instructor of the third-year landscape architecture course in the
School of Environmental Design
and Rural Development (SBDRD).
Hence the students' suggestions for
traffic-calming tools such as rumble
properly marked
strips and
pedestrian crossings.
And connecting the town's constituent communities through improvements to former rail trails may
help attract more tourists beyond
the numbers that already visit fo r
such events as the annuaJ Minto
Redneck Garnes. One plan by student Brian Caicco even proposes
upgrading roads and trails for a new
UNNING

nine years ago to do a PhD in experi-

mental psychology. He did his doctoraJ research at the Cambridge
Centre for Brain Repair and continued on to do post-doctoral work.
His main interest lies in understanding the building blocks of
memory, primarily through research
on rats.
"I'm trying to understand memory at the anatomical, cellular and
molecular levels," he says. "If we can
uncover those mechanisms, we can
better understand how and why they
break down."
For example, although memory
is d early a complex function involv-

LA Students Aim
to Make Town
More 'Walkable'

Prof. Boyer Winters is trying to understand memory at the anatomical,
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE
cellular and molecular levels.
they touch or otherwise respond to
the correct item) and then_i:ecogniz.e..
the same object in a different context. He's been able to analyze the
chemicals involved in these aspects
of learning and remembering.
"These seemingly simple behaviours help us understand the molecular cascades in the brain and how
information is acquired and stored,"
he says.
Winters is excited about continuing his work and bringing some of
the research techniques he's explored previously to Guelph. In
Cambridge, for example, he and his
co-workers were using computer
touch screens with rats and mice, requiring the animals to touch an image on the screen with their nose to
get a reward.
He describes Cambridge as "an
eccentric little place that is great for
academics" but says he began to

A Message From the Campus
Accessibility Committee (CA.C)
The CAC meets every six weeks to discuss phys ical
access needs on campus. If you have any
proposals, concerns, questions, ideas, comments
or complainls regarding any physical access needs
on campus, we would like to hear from you.
Send inquiries
via e-mail or fax to:
bwheeler@uoguelph.ca
Fax: 519-824-9689
Attn: B a 1ry Wheeler
or drop them off at Ihe
Centre for Studies With Disabilities,
Level 3, University Centre

yearn to return to Canada. Used to
the "\ai&back lifestyle" of Cambridge, he was looking for a similar
community where he could continue his research and also teach, and
he believes he's found it in Guelph.
"The University has a great reputation, and the town is lovely-it reminds me of England."
He's thinking of England for
other reasons as well - his wife, a
Virginia native who met Winters
while studying at Cambridge, is still
there. They married in 2006, but she
has not yet completed her PhD.
"We talk every evening," says
Winters. "She'll probably come to
Guelph next fall and write her thesis
here. We're kind of resigned to the
separation for now, but it's tough. "
And he plans to remind her to
bring at least a few cold-weather
clothes with her when she arrives.
Just in case.

• Eye Doctor Presaiptions Ailed
• Two Opticians with over 57 Years Combined Experience
• Senior's Discount Avallable
•Family has served Guelph and Wellington County since 1940

Scott Coburn Optical

""A Name You Can Tl'llst In Eyewea,...
Moirt.·Thun.. 9:SO a.m...e p.rn.
Fri. 9:30 • .-.... .,_m.1 kt. 9:SO a.m.~ p.m.

Tele hone 519-821-2020

JP Beauty Supply & Hair Styling
Come and Check Out Our Christmas Specials!

We have numerous products including: Matrix, Biolage,
American Crew, A/G, Paul Mitchell and many more.
Free Delivery

259 Grange Road, Unit #11, Guelph, ON

519-515-0290

AT G UBLPH

9

NOVBMBBR 21, 2007

marathon course that wouJd take
runners along a roughly leg-shaped
route through the community.
The town turned to U of G earlier
this year looking for ideas. Through
SEDRD's community outreach program, a connection was made with
the course taught by Anderson, a
senior associate at LANDinc in Toronto, and sessional instructor Shirley Hall. Both are Guelph BLA grads.
For their students, the assignment offered a chance to practise
skills and concepts in a real-life setting. Following a class outing to
Minto earlier this semester, town
representatives visited campw last
month to view initiaJ design ideas
and discuss plans.
Belinda Wide-Graham, Minto's
business and economic manager,
says the student plans may be d isplayed in town to help generate in terest and discussion. She expected
to mention the proj ect during a recent meeting with a representative
from the National Center for Bicycling and Walkin g in Washington,

D.C.

Earlier this year, Minto was selected as a rural case study for "Walk
2 J," an international walkability
confotcnc.e b.e\d \n Octo'bet

m 1:'0-

ronto. That sparked visits by international experts last spring and
subsequent brainstorming for ideas
to make Minto more walkable. Municipal representatives were then invited to speak at the Walk 21
conference, where the students' contribution was also mentioned before
some 300 delegates from around the
world.
(Karen Armstrong, an employee
at
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph
Public Health who had already
worked with U of G's landscape architecture program, approached
SEDRD for this particular project.}
Specific ideas range from adding
cycling lanes on roads and improving sidewalks and crosswalks to installing Lighting and trees, and
favouring a grid of intersecting
streets over development of cul de
sacs that deter pedestrians. Referring
to safe pedestrian crossings, Anderson says: "Barrier-free access is a big
issue in many rural towns."
The idea, says student Johnathan
Vandriel, is to entice people to walk
- no small challenge in North
American cities largely geared to vehicles. "It's not a chore to walk but a
journey to walk," he says.
Adds Wick-Graham: "It's about
putting pedestrians first. The whole
issue ofwalkability touches on more
than physical health. It's been
proven to attract people to a community."
About 81 500 people live in
Minto, but plans call for a popuJation of t I ,ODO by 20 11 , she says. Besides attracting new residents, the
town hopes to slow and divert some
of the cottage-bound traffic that regularly passes th.rough.

Go With the Flow
In the Department of Animal and
Poultry Science, a researcher uses
flow cytometry to sort out male and
female sperm in dairy cattle. In the
Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology, the technique helps a faculty member identify cells that
express a fluoresc;ent marker. Other
researchers might need to sift
through numerous lymphocytes in
dogs and cats to learn more about
immune diseases.
Some of that research has implibench-top device rapidly counts and cations for studies of human health
sorts millions of cells at a time. The
and diseases, including investigating
instrument allows researchers to pull
types of vaccines.
out specific cells or cell lines tagged
"Veterinary species can teU us a
with markers such as green fluoreslot about human s," says Betty-Anne
cent protein.
McBey, the technologist who runs
The instrument has already found
the new device.
use in several research projects, not
An earlier version of the instrujust in Bienzle's department but also
ment counted cells but didn't autoacross OVC, OAC and the College of
matically sort them. ifhe new c;yBiological Science. A flow cytometer
tometer contains three lasers and can
may be useful for plant biologists,
visualize up to 15 colours at once.
animal scientists, molecular bioloReferring to routine human
gists, veterinary researchers and
health uses of flow cytometers to
human health scientists, she says.
monitor disease progression in HIV As holder of the Canada Research AIDS cases, McBey says: "It's a way
Chair in Veterinary Pathology, she
to find a small population of cells in a
uses the machine to find better and
big population."
less costly antibody tests for studying
The $500,000 device was puranimal diseases. Departmental colchased with funding from the Canleagues use it to track the effectiveada Foundation for Innovation, the
ness of bovine immune cells as an
Canada Research Chairs program,
animal ages and to sort immune cells
the Natural Sciences and Engineerinvolved with Marek's disease, a
ing Research Council, the Departhighly infectious viral ailment in
ment of Pathobiology and the Pet
chickens.
Trust Fund.
BY ANDREW VOWLES

I

involves counting and sorting millions of cells to
find the proverbial needle in a
haystack of samples, you might save
some time - and your eyes - by
checking out a new instrument in the
Department of Pathobiology. A flow
cytometer is available for bookings
by biologists across campus, says
Prof. Dorothee Bienzlc.
Installed this year in her lab, the
F YOUR RESEARCH

Where Are You Now?
If you can identify where this photo was taken, you will have your name entered in a draw to be held this
month for a $50 gift certificate provided by the U of G Bookstore. Anyone who submits the right answer by
Nov. 23 at 4:45 p.m. is eligible for the draw. Send your response to r.kendall@exec.uoguelph.ca or call Ext.
56039. The following people correctly reported that the Nov. 7 photo was taken in Zavitz Hall: John Van
Manen, Ray Hutchison, Bill Clair, Danny Martin, Fran Kitchen, Kerrie Heffernan, Gillian Maurice, Bertllla
Moroni and Nanci Yemen.

PHOTO BY REBECCA KENDALL

Kudos for Canadian
Culinary Authors

U

G AN D CUISINE CANADA
recently
announced
the
winners of the 10th annual
Canadian Culinary Book Contest.
The winning books will enter the
University's culinary archives- the
most complete collection of
Canadian cookbooks in the world .
Vikram Vij and Meeru Dhalwala
captured gold in the English cookbook category for Vij's: Elegant and
In spired Indian Cuisine. Top prize in
the f.rench cookbook category went
to Marie Breton and Isabelle Emond
for A table en famille: recettes et
OF

strategies po11r relever le dtfi.
Carol Off took home first prize in

the English special-interest category
for her book Bitter Chocolate: Iuves-

tigating tl1e Dark Side of the World's

Most Seductive Sweet. The Frenchlanguage gold award went to
Chrystine Brouillet and Gu~nael
Revel for Co11leur champagne.
In the English-Canadian food

culture category for books that best
illustrate Canada's rich culinary heritage and food culture, top prize
went to Dorothy Duncan for Cana-

diatIS at Table: Food, Fellowsl1ip and
Folklore: A Culinary History of Canada. In the French-language category, top winner was Martin Picard
for Au pied de cochou: L'album.

Health on Agenda
Continued from page I
information on microbial microfilms, and that Jack of knowledge
negatively affects scientists' ability to
assess the risk to human health, he
says.
Providing a scientific basis for
predicting and mitigating ecosystem
responses to things suc.;h as climate
change and invasive species is the
goal of Prof. Karl Cottenie, Integrative biology. He will we his $63,099
grant to create a dynamic pond system that will be used as a model to
advance understanding of the roles
of spatial, temporal and environ-
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mental processes in determining
community structure.
Prof. David Pearl, Population
Medicine, received $75,963 to create
a high-perfonnance computer laboratory that will give epidemiological
researchers the tools to perform advanced quantitative analyses. The
lab will support research for the design of surveillance systems to protect animal and human health, and
the identification of risk factors for
disease at the individual, community or farm level that could be
amenable to intervention.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
Christmas trees, choose your own or
freshly cut, pine plus good selection
of pruned spruce up to 20 feet, no
herbicides or pesticides, Blackberry
Bog jus~ south of Elora, 519-8435915.
Wool Indian carpet, eight by 10 feet,
hand-knotted, cream with moss
green/gold border; Jacobean-style
antique settee, carved wood trim,
green velour upholstery, two matching chairs without anns, photos
available, htel@uoguelph.ca.
Collectibles: Star Wars, Universal
Studios Classic Monsters, DC and
Marvel figures and statues, Lord of
the Rings, various other pieces, some
still in original box, rabbitstew77
@yahoo.ca or leave message at
519-208-1769.
Christmas tree, 61/z feet high, used
only once, 519-821-1879.
Set offow Michelin snow tires, suitable for Toyota Corolla or similar
car, used for two winters, Susan,
519-837-9470 or susanatkinsonl9@
sympatico.ca.

One-bedroom condo close to downtown and campus, immaculate,
15-foot ceilings, central air, parking,
five appliances, fireplace, available
Feb. 1, $950 a month, photos available, guelphloft4rent@hotrnail.com.
Furnished one-bedroom apartment
in southwest Paris, France, shortterm rental; two-bedroom holiday
home in Antibes on French Riviera,
weekly or monthly, Nicole, 519836-6745 or fnmoll@rogers.com .

AVAILABLE
Experienced housesitter to care for
yow home in Guelph, references
available, prefer long-term situation,
519-749-9984.
House-cleaning service, competitive
rates, excellent references, 519-8218804.
Free to good home: quiet sevenyear-old female calico cat, great
apartment cat, good companion for
quiet owner, no special needs, photo
available, jscheuer@uoguelph.ca.

Four Toyo Proxes 205/55- 16 tires,
John, 519-826-7795.

FOR RENT

experience with property management, bills, plants and pets, references, 519-766-9090 or rebekah
jamieson@hotmail.com.
Care for yow dog in my home while
you travel, 519-836-8086 or
cdemmers@uoguelph.ca.

G RANITE t MARnl.E t NATURAL STONE

Classifieds is a free service available
to staff, faculty, students, alumni
and retiree.i of the University. Submit items to Linda Graham on Level
4 of the University Centre, fax to
519-824-7962 or send e-mail to
l.graham@exec.uoguelph.ca.

The last issue
of At Guelph
this year
appears Dec. 5.
Copy deadline
is Nov. 27.

DE."iKiN t MA'\"UFACTL:RF. t IN:-,TA.U.ATIOX"
ROB DtJRJGON
987 Yo rk Road. llnit • j
Guelph. Onlariu Nl t: 6Y9
ftr.1nitt''' ' 1r:d #l w llm.:1r J

lEml.M:J.~itS

Campus Hardware Limited
1027 Cordon Street
Guelph, O ntario NlG 4X I
Tel. (519) 836-3721
Fa x (519) 836-5664

Helen Maciag

Responsible housesitter for two to
12 months in or around Guelph,
210 Kortright Road West, Unit #5
Guelph, Ontario NJG 4X4

AVAILABLE NOW
SHORT/LONG TERM
2-Bedroom Furnished Condo

Michael H.C. McMurray
Partner

Ideal for business or relocating

profeu lonals. Walk In with on\y

Three-bedroom spacious house plus
study on quiet street downtown,
partially furnished, two baths, nonsmokers, no pets, suitable for visiting faculty, available for winter
semester Jan. I to April 30 (negotiable}, $1,000 a month plus utilities,
jschack@uoguelph.ca or gkelley@
uoguelph.ca.

u..,_..._,,..,.

!!!!Roland
www clicksigns.ca

Telephone: (519) 826-4774

Ema.ii: michaelrncmunay@on..Ubn.com

• Let me help you with

your suitcase to upscale,

- protecting your existing investments
- increasing your investment growth
- paying fewer taxes

bHuttfully decorated, Immaculate
condo in hl1tortcal Phoenix Miii.

Centrally located in Guelph.

J1euzzi, 1112 bathrooms, cable,
AJC, ensuite laundry, parking,
controlled entrance, fitness room.

• With 24 years of financial industry experience,
I can provide a professional second opinion

$1,495 a month.
Corol1 519-823-1857
or lntelrentetiotmall.com.

• Call me today for a free consultation

MONTESSORI

YOUR
PREFERRED
Group
Auto&Home

INSURANCE
PROGRAM

Save Up To 50%

In Ins uranc e Produc t Discounts

TollFr-

1-800-482-0822

519-83°6~5700
Or visit our w.t>sne at

www.staebler.com

YourG~scountt

.

~=:
:.=--.:.::--

Vlsltusat-.~.com
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Full· & half-day programs for 2 1/2 to 5 years
After-school program to 6 p.m.
Large gym & outdoor play area
Enhanced reading, writing & math
French, music, art & physlcal education
Social sklll development in famlly setting

PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR
SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS

519-821-5876

(located in Dublin Street Untted Church)
68 Suffolk Street Wes!, Guelph N1H 2J2
www.montessori-school.ca

EVENTS
ARBORETUM
The Theatre in the Trees dinnertheatre production of Don't Dress for
Dinnerby Marc Camoletti continues
weekends until Dec. 15. Dinner is at
6:30 p.m.; showtime is 8 p.m. Cost is
$59. To order tickets, call Ext. 54110.

CONCERTS
The Thursday at Noon concert series
continues Nov. 22 with pianist

Roman Rudnytsky and Nov. 29 with
student soloists. Concerts are in
MacK.innon 107. Admission is free,
but donations are welcome.
The U of G Contemporary Music
Ensemble directed by Prof. Ellen
Waterman, Fine Art and Music. performs Nov. 23 at 8 p.m. at the Macdonald Stewart Art Centre. Admission is $5 at the door.

Henry Janzen conducts the U of G
chamber ensembles Nov. 25 at 7:30
p.m. in MacKinnon 107. Admission
is free.
The U of G Concert Winds led by
John Goddard perform Nov. 28 at 6
p.m. in the science complex atrium.
Admission is free.
Prof. Marta McCarthy, Fine Art and
Music, leads the U of G choirs in
"One Wor\d in Song' Dec. 1 at S
p.m. at Harcourt United Church.
The concert will feature choral
music from Africa, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Cuba, Taiwan and other
parts of the world. Admission is $15
general, $ 10 for seniors and students. For tickets, call McCarthy at
Ext. 54377.

FILM
Docurama, a film series sponsored
by the U ofG Library and the Central
Student
Association,
presents
Tsepong: A Clinic Called Hope Nov.
27 at 7 p.m. in Thornbrough 1307.
Admission is free.

LECTURES
OVC's 2007 Schofield Lecture is
Nov. 21at4 p.m. in the OVC Leam ing Centre. Chand Khanna of the
National Cancer Institute in Maryland will present "A Comparative
Approach Towards Understanding
of Cancer Metastasis Biology and
Therapy."
OAC's 2007 Alexander Pearson Lectureship in Food Science is Nov. 27
at 5:30 p.m. in OVC 1714. Robert
Brackett, director of th~ U.S. Food
and Drug Administration's Center
for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition, will discuss "Food Safety in a
Global Economy."
The Student Support Network hosts
a talk by Dr. Rkhard Heinze!,
founder of Doctors Without Borders Canada, Nov. 27 at 5:30 p.m. in
Peter Clark Hall. He will discuss

"Home and Beyond: How Guelph Is
Part of a World Without Borders."
Admission is $5 at the door.

NOTICES
The nomination deadline for the
YMCA-YWCA's 2008 Women of
Distinction Awards is Jan. 31. Nominator workshops will be held in January. For more information, call
519-824-5 150 or visit www.guelphy.
org.
The Ontario Confederation of University FacuJty Associations is calling
for nominations for its 2007 teaching awards and academic librarianshjp award. The deadline for submissions is Feb. 22. For nomination
guidelines, visit the website www.
ocufa.on.ca/awards.
The Guelph Resource Centre for
Gender Empowerment and Diversity hosts an arts and crafts show and
sale Nov. 22 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in the UC courtyard.

SEMINARS
The Department of Pathobiology
presents research scientist Chandra
Tayade, Biomedical Sciences, discussing "Immune Mechanisms at
the
Maternal-Fetal
Interface:
Insights From Porcine Pregnancy
Success or Failure" Nov. 2'3. On
Nov. 30, the topic is "Nod Proteins
in Bacterial-Induced Immunity"
with Dana Philpott of the University
ofToronto. The seminars begin at 11
a.m. in Pathobiology 2106.
The microbiology graduate student
seminar series continues Nov. 23
with Sean Prosser considering
"Human Endogenous Retroviruses:
Ancient Hitchhikers in the Human
Genome" and Nov. 30 with Jeff
Hodgson exploring "RNA AptamerBased Antivirals." The seminars are
at 12:30 p.m. in Animal Science and
Nutrition 156.
Guest speaker in the Department of
Clinical Studies seminar Nov. 23 is
Russian scientist Alexander Riftine,
who will discuss " Heart Rate Variability Technology as a Method for
Quantitative Assessment of Autonomic Function and Its Clinical Veterinary Applications" at 12:30 p.m.
in ovc 1713.
Next up in the Department of
Human Health and Nutritional Sciences seminar series is PhD candidate John Srbely discussing "Myofascial Trigger Points and Their Role
in MusculoskeletaJ Pain" Nov. 26.
On Dec. 3, PhD candidate Anita
Mofidi examines "The Impact of
Different Types of Breads on Glucose Homeostasis and lncretins."
The talks begin at 3 p.m. in Food Science 24 1.
The Department of Integrative Biology presents Howard Rundle of the
University of Ottawa discussing

"Sexual Selection, Adaptation and
Speciation" Nov. 27. On Dec. 4, Ben
Evans of McMaster University considers "Speciation Genetics and
Duplicate Gene Evolution in Clawed
Frogs (Xenopus) ." The seminars
begin at 3:30 p.m. in science complex 2315.
Philippe Fauchet ofthe University of
Rochester is guest speaker in the
Department of Physics seminar
series Nov. 27 at 4 p.m. in science
complex 1511. His topic is "Silicon
Photonic Crystal Microcavity Biosensors
Next up in the European studies
speaker series is Prof. Omid Payrow
Shabani, Philosophy, discussing
"Constitutional Patriotism: The Tie
That Binds the EU?" Nov. 28 at 4:30
p.m. in McLaughlin Library 364.
Caf~ Scientifique, a series of science
and technology discussions sponsored by the Faculty of Environmental Sciences in partnership with the
Bookshelf, continues with Prof.
John Livernois, Economics, discussing "The Economics of Climate
Change Policies" Dec. 4 at 7 p.m. in
the Bookshelf Green Room.

"How Do Membrane Proteins
Know What Is Inside and What Is
Outside?" is the topic of William
Dowhan of the University of Texas
in the Department of Molecular and
Cellular Biology seminar series Dec.
5. Location and time TBA.

TEACHING SUPPORT
To register for any of the following
Teaching Support Services (TSS)
programs or to obtain more information, visit www.tss.uoguelph.ca.
If you have questions, call Mary
Nairn at Ext. 53571.
For instructors who use Blackboard
in their courses, TSS is offering
workshops on "Setting Up and Submitting Final Grades Using Grade
Book" Nov. 27 and Dec. 5 and
"Blackboard: A Guided Approach"
Dec. 7. Drop-in Blackboard clinics
run Wednesdays from 1 to2:30p.m.
and Thursdays from 2:30 to 4 p.m. in
McLaughlin Library 200-A.
The final new-faculty luncheon of
the fall semester is Dec. 6.
"Teaching on the Edge," the biweekly discussion group for instructors interested in sharing innovative
teaching methods and philosophies,
continues Nov. 28 and Dec. 12. New
participants are welcome to join any
session. (Notes from previous discussions are available by calling Ext.
53571.)
For teaching assistants, a peer
microteaching workshop Nov. 28
offers feedback on classroom delivery. On Dec. 4, the TA discussion
series wraps up with an end-ofsemester debrief and celebration.

THEATRE
The School of English and Theatre
Studies presents one-act plays until
Nov. 24 in lower Massey Hall.
Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets are $5 at
the door.

THESIS DEFENCES
1ihe final examination of PhD candidate Timothy Audas, Molecular and
Cellular Biology, is Nov. 26 at I p.m.
in science complex 1511. The thesis
is "A Novel Protein, Luman Repression and Recruitment Factor, Inhibits Luman Activation of the
Unfolded Protein Response." The
adviser is Prof. Ray Lu.
The final examination of Armando
Hernandez, a PhD candidate in the
Department of Pathobiology, is
Nov. 28 at 1:30 p.m. in Pathobiology
101. The thesis is "Phenotypic and
Genetic Parameters of Acquired
Immune Responses to Improve
Dairy Cattle Health." The adviser is
Prof. Bonnie Mallard.
The final examination of Geraldine
Higginson, an M.Sc. candidate in the
Department of Pathobiology, is
Nov. 30 at 10:30 a.m. in Pathobiology 2152. l'he thesis is "The Effect
of Diet on Hemostasis in Normal
and Fatty Liver Hemorrhagic Syndrome-Susceptible Hens." The
adviser is Prof. Dale Smith.
The final examination of PhD candidate Allnie Jey Sarson, Pathobiology, is Nov. 30 at 2 p.m. in
Pathobiology 10 I . The thesis is
"Genomics of Host Responses to
Marek's Disease Virus." The adviser
is Prof. Shayan Sharif,
The final examination of Maohui
Chen, a PhD candidate in the
Department of Chemistry, is Dec. 10
at 2 p.m. in science complex 1504.
'Fhe thesis is "Electrochemical Scanning Probe Microscopy Studies of a
Model Zwitterionic Surfactant and
Supported Phospholipid Bilayers on
an Au(lll) Surface." The adviser is
Prof. Jacek Likowski.
The final examination of Erica
Procter, a PhD candidate in the
Department of Psychology, is Dec.
11 at 1 p.m. in Johnston 104. The
thesis is "A Utilization-Fooused
Evaluation of Three Post-Charge
Diversion Programs for Juvenile
Offenders." The adviser is Prof.
Karen Korabik.
The final examination of PhD candidate Paul Eckford, Chemistry, is
Dec. 12 at 9:30 a.m. in science complex 1511. The thesis is '1Lipid Interactions and Lipid Flippase Activity
of P-Glycoprotein and MsbA." The
adviser is Prof. Frances Sharom.
The final examination of PhD candidate Jeff Powell, Integrative Biology,
is Dec. 14 at 1:30 p.m. in science
complex 331 7. The thesis is "Effects
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of a Genetically Modified, Herbicide-Tolerant Cropping System on
Soil and Root-Associated Microorganisms, Soil Fauna and Soil
Functioning." 'fhe adviser is Prof.
John Klironomos.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
The third annual HIV/ AIDS Symposium runs Nov. 26 from 9 a.m. to
4:15 p.m. at the Holiday Inn, with
discussion topics to include the
criminalization of HIV transmission. The symposium is presented by
the AJDS Committee of Guelph and
Wellington, Wellington-DufferinGuelph Public Health, U of G's
Wellness Centre and the Masai Centre for Local, Regional and Global
Health. Registration deadline is
Nov. 22 at 5 p.m. Call 5 19-763-2255,
Ext. 135, or register online at www.
aidsguelph.org/register.

The Sexual Assault Centre of
Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis offers a workshop on emotional
bullying Nov. 23 at 1 p.m. Call
519-823-5806 to register.
Guelph Youth Singers presents "It's
Snow'' !Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. at the
River Run Centre. Call 519-7633000 for tickets. The choir is now
holding mid-year auditions for children aged six to 12. For more information or to booUn audition.. call
519-821-8574 or send e-mail to
admin@guelphyouthsingers.com.
The Guelph Little Theatre production of Cinderella opens Nov. 23 and
runs weekends until Dec. 9. For tickets, call 519-821-0270.
The Guelph Youth Music Centre's
"Music for My Ear-s" cushion concert series for children aged three to
eight continues Dec. I at I :30 p.m.
with Tony Christie and friends from
the K-W Symphony. For more
information, call 519-837-1119.
The Wellington County branch of
the Ontario Genealogical Society
meets Nov. 27 at 7:30 p.m. at 122
Harris St. Guest speaker Dale Lahey
will discuss "How I Found My Mayflower Ancestors."

The Elora Festival Singers and
Orchestra present- Handel's Messiah
Dec. 9 at 3 p.m. at Knox Presbyterian
Church in Elora. For ticket information, call 519-846-0331 or visit www.
elorafestival.com.
The Guelph Civic Museum hosts a
Festive Family Day Dec. I from I to
4:30p.m.
Woodlawn Memorial Park holds a
Blue Christmas, featuring carolling
in the cemetery, Dec. 5 at 7 p.m.
The Overtones perform Christmas
carols Nov. 26 and Dec. 3 and I Oat 7
p.m. in the EIJiott Community
Room, 170 Metcalfe St.

