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Come on Home!
Homecoming 2007 features football, festival, fun
BY REBECCA KENDALL

F

RIENDS, FOOTBALL and a new

festival are all on the roster for
Homecoming Sept. 2 1 and 22.
"Homecoming is a great opportunity to return to campus to see all
the new developments, to catch up
with old friends and make new ones,
and to remember all the great times

you experienced here," says Jason
Moreton, director of alumni affairs.
"U of G is the No. l university in
Canada and a place where memories
are made. Com e back to Homecom-

ing Weekend to create some new
memories."
Homecoming

begins

Friday
night with the Gryphon Club Hall of
Fame dinner in Peter Clark Hall.

This year's inductees are Cassie

Campbell, five-time captain of the
Canadian national women 's hockey

team; wrestler Chris Crooks; threesport athlete Tony Kosztyo; Toronto
Argonauts linebacker Mike O'Shea;
and the I996/97 men's hockey team.
"We are proud to recognize another class of excellent Gryphons,"
says Tom Kendall, director of athletics. "These athletes h ave done much
to enhance the positive image and
reputation of the Gryphon athletic
program, and they have developed a
foundation of excellence that future
athletes will strive to achieve. We
welcome them into the Hall of Fame

family."
The Glory

Bowl,

featuring

alumni Gryphon football players,
kicks off Saturday at 10 a.m. at
Alwnni Stadium. Also at IO a.m., the
Golden Griddle will be serving up
free pancakes. Donations will be
accepted.
See GRYPHONS on page 12

Chair Will Boost
Cereals Industry

U

OF G and the Ontario Cereals

Industry Research

Council

(OCIRC) have launched a prestigious Industry Research Chair in
Cereal Technology designed to
expand uses for Ontario-grown
wheat and to market growth.
Prof. Koushik Seetharaman, a
recognized researoher, food science
consultant and former faculty member at Penn State, was selected for
the position following an international search. H e joined the Department of Food Science this month.
"This new chair will greatly accelerate research in cereal processing
and baked goods, which are a
multi-billion-dollar sector of the
Ontario agri-food industry," says
Prof. Alan Wildeman, vice-president (research). " It will be at the core
of emerging innovation and a growing economic cluster in wheat and
related cereals science."
Funding for the $I.I-million endowed chair was provided by the

OCIRC, the federally funded Agri-

cultural Adaptation Co uncil and the
University. The funding will support
research startup costs, including
equipment, materials and support
for technical staff, post-doctoral re-
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Sentinels for Cancer
New cancer centre, research network aim to improve treatment in pets and people

A

BY ANDREW VOWLES

The institute will be directed jointly cancer," says Coomber, who has
by Coomber and clinical studies studied tumour biology at Guelph
for
professor Paul Woods.
for more than 15 years.
treating and studying cancer in
The JCCI will include an exShe says companion animals ofpets will help researchers and
panded and revamped Animal Can- fer benefits beyond conventional roclinicians learn more about how to
cer Care Centre for diagnosis, dent models. Many of the same
tackle the disease in people as well,
treatment, teaching and clinical re- kinds of cance r affect both people
says Prof. Brenda Coomber, Biomesearch within the OVC Teaching and pets - especially dogs - in
dical Sciences, co-director of the
Hospital. lt will also involve a virtual similar ways, including disease deInstitute for Comparative Cancer
net\vork of more than 30 cancer re- velopment and spread.
Investigation (ICCI).
searchers from five colleges across
"These similarities make them a
Launched this summer, the insticampus working with collaborators very good model for human distute - the only one at a Canadian
at other institutions in southern On- ease," she says.
university - will provide cancer
tario and beyond.
More important, pets arriving at
care for compa nion anirnaJs and en"We already have on campus a the OVC hospital for diagnosis or
able U of G researchers to study the
large number of fac ulty interested in
See CANCER ot1 page 14
disease in animaJs and humans alike.
NEW U OF G INSTITUTE

Food scientist to help expand uses for Ontario wheat
BY LORI BONA HUNT

Profs. Brenda Coomber, Biomedical Sciences, and Paul Woods, Clinical Studies, are co-directors of U of G's

new Institute for Comparative Cancer Investigation.

searchers and graduate students.
"The industry research chair is
very important to the future of our
sector," says Henry Olechowski,
OGIRC president and director of research for Hyland Seeds. "We are
very excited to have a scientist of the
world-class calibre of Dr. Seethamaran ·with an outstanding track
record of working with industry."

See CEREAL 011 page 14

Musical Improvisation, Social Change
Focus of Major New Research Grant
English prof to lead seven-year international initiative involving 18 universities

M

BY LORI BONA HUNT
as a
model for political, cultural
and ethical dialogue and action is the
focus of a $4-million international
community/university
research
project headed by Prof. Ajay Heble,
English and Theacre Studies.
The "Improvisation, Community and Social Practice" project involves
researchers
from
18
USICAL IMPROVISATION

universities across Canada, the
United States, England and Australia. It is supported by a $2.S-million
Major Collaborative Research Initiatives (MCRI) grant from the SociaJ
Sciences and Humanities Research
Council (SSH RC). The project is one
of only two initiatives to receive a
prestigious MCRl grant this year.
"This grant is testimony to Ajafs
excellence as a researcher and the
importance of this work," says presi-

dent Alastair Summerlee. "This research will propel Canada into being
a world leader and focal point for
leading-edge critical research on
improvisation."

SSHRC president Chad Gaffield

says the council is "proud to support
top-quality collaborative research
initiatives such as this one. This project is helping us build Canada's research strength and capacity.
Collaboration among research disci-
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plines can create new forms of
knowledge that build understanding, while training the next
generation of scholars."
Besides the SSHRC support,
funds were committed by U of G,
McGill University, the University of
British Columbia and Univers il~ de
Montreal, as well as private partners
and stakeholders.
Improvisation is arguably the
Su MUSIC on page 14
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Whitfield Named Fellow
of Royal Society of Canada
Microbiologist recognized for work with pathogenic bacteria

P

of the
Department of
Molecular and Cellular Biology, has

• RRSP Loans at Prime +O

been elected a FeUow o f the Royal
Society of Canada.
Founded in l882, the Royal Society is the country's oldest and most
prestigious scholarly organization,
and fellowship in the society is con-

• Michael can answer your questions and help
you explore your options
• Call today for a free consultation

Award for Drama, has been a U of G
faculty member since 1992.
Pathology professor Andrew
Peregrine and mathematics professor Jack Weiner were among the
first recipients of the inaugural
Leadership in Faculty Teaching
Award, which recognizes and encourages teaching excellence in Ontario's colleges and universities.
Award recipients receive $20,000
over two years.
Peregrine, a faculty member in
OVC for IO years, teaches clinical

ROF. (HRIS WHITFIELD, chair
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sidered Canada's senior academic
accolade. Scholars selected for the

honour are those the society believes
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and honoured'' to be elected an
FRSC.
"Although this award recognizes
the individual, now more than ever,
science is a team sport. I h ave been

fortunate to have supervised some
outstanding students and post-docs,
and we have benefited &om an excellent network of collaborators and

colleagues here and overseas. Each of
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have had a profound impact on sciences and humanities in Canada.
Whitfield says he's "delighted

836-3810

'""'" "g u ~ I ph rn on tcssorj .corn

them has made an important contribution to the body of work that has
Jed to this fellowship, and I am
grateful to them all."
Whitfield's research focuses on
the nature and assembly of bacterial
surfaces. He's interested in fundamental research problems concerning the functions of bacteria, as well
as exploiting this knowledge to identify new targets for therapies againsr
bacterial infections.
The Royal Society cited Whitfield
for his authority on the assembly of
glycoconjugates (complex carbohydrates) on surfaces of pathogenic
bacteria. It said his work has provided broad insight into how these
large molecules move through bacterial cell walls and their potential as
targets for antimicrobial therapy.
"Chris Whitfield is a remarkable
role model for us all," says College of
Biological Science dean Mike Emes.
"He has won major teaching awards,
carries an immense role in service as
chair of one of the largest departments on campus, and now has received the highest recognition
possible for his outstanding record
in research. He embodies everything
that is best about academic life and is
a tremendous ambassador for the
University in all that he does. Irs a
privilege to have him as a colleague."
Whitfield joined U of G in 1984
as a faculty member in the then Department of Microbiology. He has
held a Canadian Institutes for
Health Research Senior Investigator
Award and was named one of
Guelph's first Canada Research
Chairs in 200 I. He has also received
the CMS/Roche Award from the Ca-

Prof. Chris Whitfield
nadian Society of Microbiologists
and was named a Fellow of the
American Academy of Microbiology
last year.
"Chris is well-deserving of this
prestigious honour," says Prof.
Maureen Mancuso, provost and
vice-president (academic). "He is a
highly respected pro fessor and researcher, and the entire University
community is delighted be has been
recognized by the Royal Society of
Canada."

* * *

A number of other prestigious
honours were bestowed on members of the University community
over the sununer. Newly installed
chancellor Pamela Wallin was
named to the Order of Canada for
her contributions in communications. Her career has spanned more
than 30 years and several continents,
including numerous positions at
CBC and crv. She is currently the
senior adviser to the president of the
Americas Society and the Council of
the Americas in New York.
Prof. Judith Thompson, English
and Theatre Studies, won the 2007
Walter Carsen Prize for Excellence
in the Performing Arts. The $50,000
award honours the highest level of
artistic excellence and distinguished
career achievement by Canadian artists who have spent the major part of
their career in Canada in theatre,
dance or music.
Thompson was selected for the
award by a peer assessment committee made up of notable Canadian actors, directors, artists, playwrights
and scholars. The committee called
her a groundbreakin g Canadian visionary "possessed of one of the
most dynamic and unique theatrical
voices anywhere."
Thompson, a two-ti.me winner of
the Governor General's Literary

Editor Barbara Chance
b.chance@cxec.uoguclph.ca
Design Peter Enncson

Production Linda Graham
l.graham@cxcc.uoguc1ph.ca

Adn:rtlsln1 Soon Anderson

theandcrsondiffercncc@rogcrs.com
Director Chuck Cunningham
c.cunningham@aec.uoguclph.ca
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parasitology - the diagnosis and
management o f p arasite infections
in domestic species. He won OVC's
2001 Pfizer Carl Norden Distin·
guished Teaching Award and is a
three-time winner of the K.M .
Bhatnagar Memorial Humanitarian
Award, which is awarded by student
selection.
This is Weiner's 25th year teaching math at U of G. He h as received
several teaching honow s, including
the 2007 Central Student Association Award for Teaching Excellence
and a 1994 Ontario Confederation
of University Faculty Associations
teaching award. He has also been
cited as a "Popular Professor" in
Maclean's annual Canada-wide university survey eight years out of nine.
Uni.versity

Al Guelph is publishul ei1ery two wuks
by CommuniaJtions and Public A/fairs,
Uvtl 4, Univrrsity Centu, Univenity of
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profCMOr emeritu.

Bruce Holub, Human Health and
Nutritional Sciences, was named this
year's recipient of the Distinguished
Nutrition Leadership Award at the
annual meeting o f the Canadian Nutrition Congress. Holub was cited
for his training of students, research
on omega-3 fatty acids and trans
fats, and sharing of this information
via invited lectwes and media interviews.
Prof. Kendall Swanson, Animal
and Poultry Science, received the
2007 Young Scientist Award from
the Canadian Society of Animal Science. This award recognizes the
achievements of new members of
the research community who have
demonstrated excellence in animal
science.
Prof. Ron Stansfield, former program head of justice studies at the
University of Guelph-Humber, and
Jayne Butler, distance learning specialist in the Office of Open Leaming, received the 2007 Canadian
Association for University Continuing Education Program Award in the
locaJ/ regional category for the justice studies program at GuelphHumber. The award recognizes innovation and excellence in program
development.

Articles may be reprinted
with credit to Al Gurfph.

Subscriptions

$25 (in d ude5 GST);
$30 o utside Canada
ISSN 08364478
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AVPA CANDIDATES SPEAK
A series of talks by candidates for

Prof. Jack Trevors, Environmental
Biology, has been selected to receive
a FacuJty of Science Alumni of
Honour Award from the University
of Waterloo. He has also been
appointed to the international Scientific Advisory Committee of
BioMicroWorld 2007, the International Conferenc.e on Environmental Industrial and Applied Microbiology.

the position of associate vice-president (academic) continues Sept. 14
with Prof. Serge Desmarais, associ-

ate dean of the CoUege of Social and
Applied Hwnan Sciences, and Sept.
17 with Prof. Maurice Nelischer,

director of the Schoo] of Environmental Design and Rural Development. The talks begin at 9:30 a.m.
in Room 103 of Macdonald Institute, with a question-and-answer
period to follow. A third candidate
for the position, Prof. Peter Pauls,
Plant Agriculture, spoke earlier this
week; an audiotape of his talk is
available from Kirn McCaughan at
Ext. 53846. The selection committee invites written comments on the
candidates by Oct. I. They can be

Prof. Derek Bewley, Molecular and
Cellular Biology, has received a
2007 Corresponding Membership
Award &om the American Society
of Plant Biologists. The honour
provides life membership and society publications to distinguished
plant biologists &om outside the
United States.

sent to provost@uoguelph.ca.
ASSOCIATE DEAN NAMED
Prof. CeceJia Paine, Environmental
Design and Rural Development, has
been appointed associate dean of
graduate studies fo r a three-year
term that began July l. A landscape
architecture faculty member since
1999, she has been acting associate
dean for the past year.

CAREER FAIR SET
Career Pair 2007, a collaborative
effort of U of G, the University of
Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier University and Conestoga College, is Sept.
26 from I 0 a.m. lo 3:30 p.m. at RIM
Park in Waterloo. Close to 300
employers will be participating. For
more information, visit www.
partners4employment.ca.

PSA LAUNCHES SCHDLARSNIP
'Fhe Professional Staff Association is
offering a new $ 1,500 scholarship
open to full-time students who are
from the immediate family of a current or retired professional/managerial employee of~ of G. Applications \vill be accepted during
September for the scholarship,
which will be awarded this fall. In
subsequent years, the deadline will
be April J. Applicants must have
completed at least five credits. The
award will go to the applicant with
the highest cumulative average in
the previous rwo or more semesters.
Students can apply through Student
Financial Services.

ONTARIO UNMRSITIES'
FAIR RUNS SEPT. :a8 TO JO
U of G and the University of
Guelph-Humber will take part in
the Ontario Univer.sities' Fair Sept.

28 to 30 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre. All 20 Ontario uni-

versities will be re;presented at the
event. which is expected to attract
more than 80,000 prospective students and their families.

OVC HOSTS INFORMATION
SESSION ON PROPOSED
MASTER'S DEGREE

The Ontario Veterinary College is
holding an information session
Sept. 14 to discuss a proposal for a
mas1er of public health degree that's
being developed at the college. It
runs from 12;30 to 1:30 p.m. in
Room 1713 of the Lifetime Leaming Centre. The two-year program
is aimed at science graduates and
public health professionals.

President Alastair Summerlee, far right, poses with the recipients of the 2007 President's Awards for
Ex_emplary Staff Service. From left are Agnes Belosic, Jen Kingswell, Beth Livingstone, Donna Wingate, Angie

Trivett, Jenny Van de Kamer, Angela Hill, Jean Wolting, Jim Hoare, Deb Hilborn, Brent Harwood, Sandra Good,
Judy Kelly, Petra Schennach and Sean Enright.
PHOTO BY GRANT w. MARTIN PHOTOGRAPHY

Staff, Faculty Honoured
at Community Breakfast
President's Awards for Exemplary Staff Service presented to 15

F

IFTEEN OUTSTANDING U of G
employees
were
named
recipients of the President's Awards
for Exemplary Staff Service in front
of more than l ,000 people who
attended the annual community
breakfast Sept. 6.
President Alastair Summerlee
presented the awards, which recognize staff members who have made a
lasting impression on their colleagues by consistently demonstrating a commitment to excellence and
exceeding the expectations of their
normal job responsibilities.
'Fhe recipient of the Innovative
Leadership Recognition Award was
Petra Schennacb, a senior continuing education manager of program
development in the Office of Open
Leaming. She was recogniz.ed by her
colleagues for her innovative thinking and successful efforts to expand
the visibility and reach of Open
Learning by developing new partnerships and strengthening relation ships with existing clients. She was
cited specifically for her work on
learning programs that complemented a number of academic initiatives and community projects,
including U of G's MBA program,

the "Shakespeare - Made in Canada" festival and the "Make Poverty
History" conference.
The Service Excellence Recognition Award went to Sandra Good,
administrative assistant in the Department of Molecular and Cellular
Biology. She has worked at U of G for
more than 35 years and was recognized as being a key part of the dep artment's successful move to the
new science complex. She is known
for her leadership, expertise and
dedication; her time-management
and organizational skillsi and her
pleasant and welcoming disposition.

Winner of the Hidden Hero
Award was Donna Wingate, special
constable and family housing liaison
officer with Campus Community
Police. She was n ominated for putting a friendly and familiar face behind the uniform and working to
foster a sense of community. She has
been instrumental in developing a
variety of community life programs
in family housing (see "Focus" on
page 5).
The University of Guelph Spirit
Award was presented to Sean
Enright, manager of the University
Bookstore. He was cited for his enthusiasm for his job and his sincere
interest and care for those around
him. He goes out of his way to lend a
helping hand and make customers
happy. He is known for his strong
work ethic, organizational skills and
commitment to advancing the reputation of the bookstore and the
University.
The Exemplary Team Recognition Award went to Agnes Belosic,
Deb Hilborn, Angela Hill, Judy
Kelly, Jen Kingswell, Beth Livingstone, Angie Trivett, Jean Waiting
and Jenny Van de Kamer of the Department of Plant Agriculture. Although spread out across Ontario,
these employees work together as a
cohesive team. They were honoured
for their effective communication,
fl exibility, co-operation and commitment to their department.
Winner of the Award for Excellence in Health and Safety was Brent
Harwood, associate director, facilities and desk service, in Student
Housing Services. He is also co-chair
of the University's Joint Health and
Safety Committee. Harwood was
cited for displaying an excellent understanding of facility-related issues
and having an impeccable under-
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ACCESS AWARDS PRESENTED
Four staff members at the U of G
Child-Care and Leaming Centre
Acce.ss
Recognition
received
Awards from the Guelph Barrier
Free Commiuee. Judy Callahan,
Lisa Henshall, Shawna McCaughan
and RacheUe Campbell were recognized for helping to encourage freedom from social and physical barriers for all members of the Guelph
community. Pat Richards of the
Department of Athletics also
received an Access Recognition
Award.

PROf JOINS CHAMBER
standing of the needs of those
Prof. GeoffSmith, assis rant dean of
around him.
the CoUege of Management and
The recipient of the Community
C.Con.om\u, 'has btct\ nan\~ a
Servi.c.e A.ward was )im Hoare, informembu oldu: boazd ofdir«tors of
mation redulology tec.bnidan in the
the Guelph Chamber ofCommerce.
Department of Plant Agricultwe. He
was recognized for his willingness to
TAlK CAPTURES FIRST Pl.ACE
always share his time and expertise
to make a difference in the lives of
Alexander Kalimbira, a PhD candiothers.
date in the Department of Family
He is described as someone who
Relations and Applied Nutrition,
1
"comes to the rescue ' of others and
captured first place in a NestlCis gladly willing to troubleshoot
sponsored national graduate nutritechnical computer issues with stution student competition beld at the
dents, staff and faculty, both during
Canadian Nutrition Congress.
work hours and, at times, during the
Kalimblfa won for an oral presentaearly hows of the morning.
tion on the "Impact ofan integrated
Hoare was also named this year's
Community-Based Micronutricnt
recipient of the Susanne Sprowl
and Health Program on Anemia in
Community Service Award, one of
Malawian Preschool Children."
three other major awards presented
at the community breakfast Named
ANlllAI. SCIENCE &RAD
for the late Susanne Sprowl, the
STUDENTS WIN AWARDS
award recognizes significant contriAt the annual meeting of the Canabutions to the betterment of the
dian Society of Animal Science this
University and the external commusummer, three graduate students in
nity through community spirit and
the Department of Animal and
volunteer work.
Poultry Science received awards. In
The Excellence in Undergraduate
the oral competiuon, Dan ColumAcademic Advising Medallion was
bus took first place and Yuri
awarded to Prof. Nate Perkins,
Montanholi placed second. Lisa
School of Environmental Design and
Pivotto tied for second place in the
Rural Development. Presented by
poster competition. Montanholi
the University's Council on Underwas also honoured by the Beef
graduate Academic Advising. the
Improvement Federation, receiving
award honours individuals who have
the Frank Baker Memorial Scholarmade an outstanding contribution
ship.
to undergraduate academic advising
atUofG.
KUDOS fOR COMMUNICATORS
Prof. Fred R::unprashad, retired
U of G student Kate Robens, a
associate dean of the B.Sc. program,
member of the Office of Research's
received the U ofG Alumni AssociaSPARK program, won two awards
tion Employee Volunteer Award,
of excellence from the National
which recognizes Guelph employees
Agricultural Communicators of
who have given selflessly of their
Tomorrow. Students Jan Kennema,
time and energy through their volAmy Meckes and Katie Savage also
unteer work with students, faculty or
received awards.
alumni of the University.
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Biomaterials Expert Named
to Premier's Research Chair
Scientist aims to help Ontario move to biobased economy
BY LORJ BONA HUNT

A

Michigan State
University professor is joining
the facultyofU ofG as the Premier's
Research Chair in BiomateriaJs and
Transportation. Amar Mohanty, an
international leader in biomaterials,
will assume his n ew position this fall.
U of G was awarded the $3-million Premier's Research Chair as
part of the Ontario Research Chairs
program, which was established to
create a culture of innovation and to
strengthen the province's economic
advantage.
"We are absolutely delighted that
Dr. Mohanty is joining the faculty of
the University of Guelph,'' says president Alastair Sumrnerlee. "We are
grateful to the province for endowing this chair."
Biomaterials is a fast-growing research area that focuses on revolutionizing the use of agricultural
products to develop novel products
for industrial uses, ranging from car
parts and building materials to fuel.
Mohantfs research focuses o n
developing biobased materials and
biofuels, which he calls "the wave of
the future," to provide sustainable
alternatives to petroleum-based
resources.
"This is an appropriate time for a
'biobased economy' to be explored
in the con text of depleting petroleum resources, global wanning,
greenhouse gas emissions, growing
environmental threats and n ational
security," he says. "Biobased materials, biobased chemicals and bioenRENOWNED

Restoration Work Continues
The front entrance to the OVC main building is closed until Sept. 19 to
allow restoration work on the stairs. It's part of a larger project that
has included new eaves and soffits on the exterior plus fresh paint and
other improvements on the inside. At work above are David Pickup
(foreground) and Brendan Larkin of Colonial Building Restoration.
PHOTO BV BARRY GUNN

Profleaveslegacy
of Scholarships

ergy are the major requirements to
establish a bioeconomy."
His ultimate goal is to facilitate a
transition to a biobased economy by
providing a foundation of economic
and environmental sustainability for
the materials industries, especially
the automotive sector.
U o f G is renowned in the agricultural and life sciences, says Prof
Alan Wildeman, vice-president (research). and Mohanty's expertise
"will now enable this capacity to be
bridged with opportunities in the industrial bioeconomy."

"This is an appropriate time
for a 'biobased economy' to
be explored in the context of
depleting petroleum resources,
global warming, greenhouse
gas emissions, growing
environmental threats and
national security."
Mohanty is the author of more
than 200 publications, is founder
and editor-in-chief of the Journal of

Biobased Materials and Bioenergy

and is lead editor of the book Natu-

ral Fibers, Biopolymers and Biocomposite. He has four U.S. patents and
more than 20 patent applications
p ending.

the American Institute of Ghemical
Engineers.
"We are thrilled to have such a
pre-eminent
authority
joining
Guelph to lead and collaborate our
efforts in this field, reaffirming
Guelph's role as a global leader in innovative agriculture," says Prof.
Mary Buhr, interim dean of OAC.
"Dr. Mohantfs presence in the premier's chair will focus attention on
agriculture's newest gifts to the
world: green ren ewable bioresources
to replace non-renewable m aterials
in many consumer goods and
services."
As chair. Mohanty will encourage
the innovation of new cost-effective
biobased consumer products and
technology, and will liaise with government, industry and other universities. He will engage in and support
interdisciplinary research in chemical and structural engineering, agricultural chemistry, plant biology,
and traditional and molecular plant
breeding.
He will also serve as director of
the Bioproducts Discovery Centre, a
facility planned for the southeast end
of campus that will be the hub of
Guelph's bioproducts research.
Mohanty will be joined at U of G
by his spouse, Manju Misra, a professor in Michigan State's Composite Materials and Structures Centre

He held a prestigio us Alexander
von Humboldt Fellowship in Germany from 1997 to 1999 and last
year received the Andrew Chase Forest Products Division Award from

who has strong expertise in nanotechnology and b iobased m aterials
research. She will hold a cross-appointment in the School of Engineering and OAC.

Awards demonstrate commitment to students

B

IN

Prof. Jay
Newman, Philosophy, wanted
to make sure he Jeft something
behind to the university where he
spent his entire 35-year teaching
career.
The highly respected philosopher
died June 17 at the age of 59, but his
name will live on in the four scholarships he established at U o f G for academic exceUence in philosophy and
the humanities.
Prof. Andrew Bailey, chair of the
Department of Philosophy, says
Newm an was fiercely dedicated to
aC<idemics and would want to be remembered for his scholarly work.
11
He was a firm believer in scholarly integrity and seriousness and
exemplified those values in his own
life and work," says Bailey. "The
scholarships he has left behind demonstrate the deep commiunent he
had to undergraduate and graduate
students."
The scholarships include the Jay
Newman Memorial Scholar-ship in

Philosophy, which will be awarded
to an undergraduate student who
has completed eight courses in philosophy and is enrolled in the philosophy program.
The Kitty Newman Memorial
Entrance Scholarship will go to a
student entering the first semester of
a BA program who is committed to
studying humanities, preferably philosophy.
The Kitty and Lou Newman Memorial Ontario Graduate Student
Scholarship will be awarded to a
promising graduate scholar in humanities.
The Jay Newman Award for Academic Integrity, a U ofG Faculty Association Award, will be presented
biannually to a deserving academic
scholar and teacher for demonstrat ing meritorious academic achievement combined with noteworthy
courage or compassion in the
defence of academic ideals.
The scholarships could be
awarded as early as next fall.

NCLUDED WITH THIS ISSUE of At

staff member in the Office of Open
Learning. ln the list of people who
have worked at the University for 30
years, two employees were inadvertently left out - Sandy Smith of
the Department of Food Science and
Prof. Steve Leeson, Animal and
Poultry Science.

EFORE HIS DEATH,

I

Guelph is a copy of the news-

letter distributed last week at the
community breakfast. ln it, the list
of 25-year employees should have
included Kimberley Powell of the
Real Estate Division and should
have identified Rita Walton as a

SUSAN BAIN ALLEN

Susan Bain Allen, an instructor in
the Department- of Family Relations
and Applied Nutrition sin ce 1996,
died Aug. 30 at the age of 58. A
two-time graduate of Guelph who
was head teacher at the University's
Lab Schools during the mid-!970s,
she is survived by her husband, Bill,
and her son, Todd.
ELEANORA (EBOTAREV

A celebration of the life of U niversity professor emerita Eleanora
(Nora) Cebotarev, Sociology and
Anthropology, who died Aug. 12 at
the age of 79, will be held Oct. 14
from I to 4 p.m . at the Arboretum.
A PhD graduate o~ Penn State, she
taught al U ofG from !970to 1993.

grandchildren.
HAROLD DRAPER

Prof. Harold Draper, a retired faculty member in the Department of
Human Health and Nutritional Sciw
ences, died July 20 at the age of83. A
PhD graduate of the University of
Illinois, he joined U of G in 1975
and served as chair of the then
Department of N utrit ion unt il
1985. He retired in 1989. He is survived by his wife, Kathleen; two
children, Geoffrey and Barbara; and
four grandchildren.

)AMES (OTTER

Retired OVC postmaster James
Cotter, who worked on campus
from 1969 to 1981, died Aug. 7 at
the age of90. He is survived by four
children, Gary, Judy, Rick and Janis;
nine grandchildren; and nine great-
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ARTHUR FERGUSON

Prof. Arthur Ferguson, a retired
pot.iltry pathologist in OVC who
was named the OVC Alwnni Association's Distinguished Alumnus
this summer, died Aug. 21. A l 938
graduate of0AC, he joined the college as a poultry consultant, then
served in the Second World War
before returning to Guelph in 1946
to enrol at OVC. He went- o n to
teach at OVC for 26 years, retiring

in 1981. He is survived by his
daughter.. Kimberly; his son, Richard; and two grandcbildten. A tree
will be planted in his memocy in the
Wall-Custance Memorial Forest at
the Arboretum Sept. 23.
RONALD RITCHIE

Ronald Ritchie, who served on
Board of. Governors from 1965 to
1971, including three years as chair,
died Aug. 18 at the age of89. He is
survived by his wife, daughters and
a grandson.
ARTHUR WILLIS

Prof. Arthur Willis_, a retired faculty
member in the Department of Land
Resource Science, d ied July 9 at the
age of 93. A graduate of OAC and
the University of Wisconsin, h e
taught at U ofG from 1939 to 1979.
He is survived by his wife, Alice;
three sons, Larry, Bob and Mark;
and three grandchildren. A tree will
be planted in his memory in the
WallwCustance Memorial Forest at
the Arbo~etum Sept. 23.

The next issue of At Guelph will appear Sept. 26.
The deadline to submit copy Is Sept. 18.
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A Friendly Face Behind the Uniform
W

BY REBECCA KENDALL
HEN

DONNA WINGATE

learned about the challenges families face
when they make their way to Can ada for a parent to attend school.
«r knew things were easier for me being a
Canadian who speaks English, and I learned
how difficult things can be for people who
come here from overseas, not knowing the
people around them, not knowing the lan guage and being at home with the kids all day.
h can be very isolating, and it doesn' t have to
be. I never want anyone to fee l like thefre
alone."

enrolled at

G uelph in 1988 and moved into fa mily
housing with her son, little did she know that,

almost two decades later, U of G's family
residences would still be a big part of her life.

Wingate is a special constable and family
housing liaison officer with Campus Community Police, which she joined in 1993 aft er
earning a BA in sociology. Since then, she's
been instrumental in developing community
life programs in family housing through her
involvement with a number of initiatives, including an anti-bullying campaign, the annual

bike rodeo, International Women's Day celebrations, the Earth Day community cleanup
and the community barbecue.

Last week, Wingate received the Hidden
Hero Award, one of the seven President's
Awards for Exemplary Staff Service presented
at U of G's community breakfast (see story on
page 3). She was recognized for her effo rts to
build a stronger sense of community in family
housing and for putting a welcoming face
behind the badge.
1
' Donna's contributions have greatly enhanced the quality of life for residents in family
housing, m any of whom come from abroad,"
says Robin Begin, director of Campus Community Police.
As fo r Wingate, "I'm humbled," she says.
"To m e, I' m just doing what I do. It's nice to be
recognized and it's great for the department,
but it's not just for me. This award is for every
officer in our unit and for the many people
who've helped make family housing a home
for the people who live there. J want them to
know that I'm accepting this award for all of
us.''
Sh e notes that some of the internation al
residents in famiJy housing have a negative

view of police because of experiences thefve
had in their home countries.
" I thought if they could see a friendly face
behind the uniform, they would feel more
comfortable about coming to talk to us and
asking for our assistance when needed," she
says.
Wingate adds that the children living in

Ill
Donna Wingate, spedal constable and family housing liaison offlcer, received a President's
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

Award for Exemplary Staff Service last week.
family housing h old a special place in her
heart.
"As a student and a single parent, I wed to
trade off babysitting. I used to marvel at the
amount ofculture my kids (her second son was
born in 1990) received by spending time with
our neighbours. My boys would be off eating

meals that were native to Asia, Africa and
South America, and playing with kids from all
over the world."
Although som e o f them didn't speak much
English, the kids always connected on a deeper
unspoken level, she says.
During her time in residence, Wingate

The community in family housing isn' t the
only group Wingate aims to help. In her role as
a special constable, she provides security to
those working, Living and visiting on campus,
and enforces laws and bylaws. Special constables are also called on to testify in court at
times and to complete criminal inves tigations.
Jn addition, they're responsible for a variety of
office duties, including compiling and processing reports and C rown briefs, and recording
incidents of seized evidence a nd stolen
property.
It's not all hard·edged wo rk, however. Another key duty is serving in a public relations
capacity for the Univer:sityand the department
and being there to offer guidance and a supportive hand when needed, says Wingate.
She especially enjoys September because
she loves the energy the students bring to her
job.
"I have the best job on campw. I' m so excited to see the students back. They're
fresh-faced, thef re young. and for many in
first year, it's their first time away from home.
There are many emotions that go aJong with
that.
·~sometimes you have to be enforce·
ment-oriented , but for the mast \)art, we get to
help them out. My philosophy has always
been: Ifo ne ofm y children was away at university in a new city, I'd want somebody to go that
extra step to help him o ut. Sometimes som eone might need a lecture, and other times they
might just need someone to buy them a coffee
and talk. Sometimes people don 't know wha t
to do and don' t make the best choices. We un derstand that, and we work with people to find
solutions to the troubles that may arise."

Step Away From the Door ...
New campus policy prohibits people from smoking within nine metres of building doorways

T

BY TERESA PITMAN
of cigarette smoke
that often surround doorways
into public buildings should be
dissipating at U of G, thanks to an
extension of the smoking policy that
prohibits people from sm oking
within nine m etres of building
entrances and exits, fresh-air intakes
and compressed-gas storage areas.
Brightly coloured signs or stickers at each door and other prohibited
areas warn smokers about the new
policy.
"Guelph has been ahead of many
other universities with its tobacco
p olicy," says Rosalind Abdool, campus program co-ordinator for Leave
the Pack Behind, a tobacco awareness program for students. "This is
the last piece. We know the consequences of second-hand smoke, and
we hear from students how uncomfortable it is to walk out of buildings
through all the sm oke."
Chris White, director of EnvironHE CLOUDS

Ashtrays have been a particular
mental Health and Safety, who developed the policy in consultation bugbear for Prof. Hank Davis, Psywith the Joint Health and Safety chology, who was one of the instigaCommittee, says people "have de- tors of the new smoking policy.
'Td open the window of my ofscribed it as ' running the gauntlet' as
they try to get through the smoke fice, and it would literally fill up with
smoke,"
he says. "Why were so many
while going in and out of buildings."
He notes that some universities people smoking under my window?
have opted for a complete sm oking Because there was an ashtray set up
at the doorway there.''
ban - even barring people from
He sees the ashtray locations as
smoking in their own cars while in a
campus parking lot - but this has critical. "With ashtrays situated close
to doorways, ir's like having a littJe
often proven unworkable. He believes Guelph's approach is a reason- sign up that says: ' No dogs a:.Uowed
here'
but then litte ring the area with
able compromise.
Ashtrays still attached to build- bowls of dog kibble. The environings seem to say "Smoke here!" but m ent supports it no matter what the
White promises that issue is about to sign says."
How d id the University decide on
be resolved. "We-'ve ordered new
stand-alone ashtrays, which we'll set nine metres as an appropriate disup at least nine metres from any tance for sm oke rs to puff away?
doorways, and the old ones will be White explains that this distance is
rem oved. We' re looking for ar eas specified in the Smoke Free Ontario
with some natural shelter and that Act for hospitals and is considered to
aren' t too isolated, but where people be far enough away to prevent smoke
from entering a building when doors
can easily avoid the smoke."
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are opened.
Smoking is permitted elsewhere
on campus, as long as no food is
served in the area and the location
fits the guidelines of the Smoke Free
Ontario Act. That means no smoking in any enclosed public space or
workspace, defin ed in the act as a
space that has more than two walls
and a roof (even an awning). White
adds that other U of G campuses
have been given signs and informed
about the policy as well, except for
Guelph-Humber, which operates
under Humber policies.
What about enforcement ? Although public health enforcement
officers can inspect the campus and
issue tickets (leading to fines between $ l,000 and $5,000) to people
sm oking in prohibited areas, for the
most part the University is relying on
smokers to voluntarily co-operate
with the new policy, says White.
.. We'll deal with this case by case.''
Based on past experience, he's ex-
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pecting few problems. "We have
identified a few 'hot spots ' - areas
where we currently get the most
complaints about people smoking
- and those will be the first areas to
get the new ashtrays. "
Feedback on the new policy has
been overwhelmingly positive, says
White. ' 1I' ve had more feedback
about this than any other policy
change I can remember, and it's
m ostly been people saying: 'Thank
you, thank you."'
According to Abdool, research
shows that more-restrictive smoking
policies do encourage people to quit
- and fo r smokers who are fed up
with their habit, the University is
ready to help. The Leave the Pack Behind program offers a wide range of
support for students. For information, call Ext. 53327 or send e-mail to
ltpb@uoguelph .ca. Faculty and staff
can access smoking cessation re·
sources
through
Occupational
Health Services at Ext. 52 133.

First-Year Males Pack on the Pounds, Too
Jn fact, male university students gain more weight than females do, researchers find

W

BY DEI RDRE HEALEY
EIGHT GAIN during the first
year of university is as much
a problem for males as it is for

fe males, according to a new U of G
study.
Profs. Alison Dunc.an, Human

Health and Nutritional Scie nces, and
Janis Randall Simpson, Family Rela-

tions and Applied Nutrition, studied
more than 100 first-year male students at Guelph.
They found th at from the time

ada to look at the dietary and exercise-related changes that occur
during the transition from high
school to university.
Besides the weight gain, both
male and female students showed increases in body mass index:, percentage of body fat and circumference
measurements.
Funded by the Danone Institute
of Canada, the study of male
first -year students involved tracking
the participants from their last

month in high school until the end
of their first year at university. They
met three times with the researchers
for updates on body measurements,
food choices, eating pauerns and size
of servings, as weU as changes in the
amount of exercise and sedentary
activity.
As with the females, results
showed the maJes were still taking in
the same number of calories, but
there were changes to their diets, says
Duncan. Since leaving home, they

were consuming less fruit and fewer
dairy products. They were also
drinking more aJcohol.
Like their femal~ counterparts,
they also reported a decrease in
physical activity and an increase in
sedentary activities such as sitting at
the computer, studying and watching television.
Although the hvo researchers arc
now looking at the data from both
studies to determine why there are
differences in the amount of weight

gained by the male and female participants, Duncan says the data as a
whole will be beneficial to developing prevention strategies.
"For the first time, we now have
comprehensive data on what happens to students' lifestyles during the
first year of university. These data
can be used for developing intervention programs to help first-year students make thi s important transition
without
developing
unhealthy
habits."

the students left high school untiJ the
end of thei r first year of university,
they had gained an average of 6.6

poWJds.
"That's a significant increase in a

One-Quarter of JK Students Are
Overweight or at Risk, Study Finds

relatively short period of time and
definitely something to pay attention to," says Duncan.
In fact, the males gained slightly
Long-term project tracks Ontario children from age four to eight
more weight than their female counterparts. ln a sim ilar study conducted a couple of years ago BY RACHELLE COOPER
percentile," says Evers.
above the 95th percentile.
involving more than 100 femal e
The researchers didn't find a gen"You would expect that only five
BOUT 25 PER CENT of Ontario's
first-year students, the two researchper cent of the children would fall der difference in the prevalence of
/-\junior
kindergartners
are
ers found the participants gained an
into that category," says Evers. overweight children, she adds.
overweight or at risk for being "What we found was that, in junior
average of five pounds.
"Obesity is an established risk
overweight,
and
the
percentage
Although these results disprove
kindergarten, it was close to I 0 per factor for both non-insulin-dependthe idea of the "Freshman 15" - a increases as children get older, says cent and that it steadily increased up ent diabetes and cardiovascular disterm used to desc ribe the weight gain Prof. Susan Evers, Family Relations to JS per cent by Grade 3."
ease in adults. The long-tenn
many university students experience and Applied Nutrition. Jn addition,
In addition, 14 per cent of JKs consequences of being overweight in
in their first year-they are evidence children who are overweight or at and 17 percent ofGrade 3ers were at childhood are also alarming."
risk for being overweight in ]K are risk for being overweight with a BMI
that leaving hom e to auend univerParticipating children were all
sity can lead to significant weight six times more likely to be from the 85th to 95th percentile.
part of the Better Beginnings, Better
gain in both maJes and femaJes, says overweight four years later, she says.
More than half of the children Futures project, a prevention initiaThese find\ngs. , obtained from
Dunt.an.
were measured annually four or five tive in low-income communities in
"Ir's a vulnerable point in time the fi.rst long-tenn study of four- to times over the next few years, allow- Ontario.
when nutritional and health-related eight-year-olds, were recently pub- ing the researchers to determine how
The researchers also looked at the
habits are being developed. Any poor lished in the ]01m1al ofAmerican Col- being overweight in JK affected their mothers' BMl, education level,
lege Nutrition.
habits students develop can stay with
birthplace, age and poverty status.
future weight.
Evers and three colleagues took
them throughout life, so this transi"Children whose BMI was be- They found that children whose
tion period could have an influence body mass index: (BMI) measure- tween the 8Sth and 9Sth percentile in mothers were overweight were more
on future obesity and future disease ments of 760 children from fK to JK had almost six times the risk of likely to be overweight in JK.
Grade 3. To be considered overrisk."
"Almost 50 per cent of the mothbeing overweight four years later
These studies are the first in Can- weight, a child had to have a BMI compared with those below the 85th ers were overweight themselves,"

A

says Evers. "A positive change in the
diets of parents could result in better
eating habits among children."
She admits that changing household eating habits presents a challenge for low-income families.
"Interventions promoting increased consumption of fresh fruits
and vegetables and reduced intakes
of foods high in fat and low in fibre
won't work unless economically disadvantaged households have access
to appropriate foods."
There are also more barriers for
lower-income families to increase
levels of physical activity, she says.
"Lack of transportation, the cost
of equipment and fees for certain
sports, a lack of chilc.i care for siblings, and a shortage of wellequipped playgrounds are some of
the obstacles facing low-income

families."

Chemist Maps New Ground Against Deadly Bug
New C. difficile vaccine the goal for CPES, OVC profs in joint research project

S

BY ANDREW VOWLES

the medicine
go down, but what about a
medicine that targets sugar to "take
down" disease-causing bacteria?
Two U ofG researchers are taking
this novel route to tackling
Clostridium difficile, in hopes of
eventually developing a safe, effective vaccine against a bug that has
sickened and killed people in hospitals and nursing homes across Canada and has threatened various
animal species.
Profs. Mario Monteiro, ChemisUGAR MAY HELP

try, and Scott Weese, Clinical Studies, hope their collaborative studies
will ultimately lead to a carbohydrate-based vaccine for both people
and animals.
No vaccine currently exists for C.
difficile, a major cause of diarrhea,
particularly among older people in
hospitals and nursing homes. Most
people are infected in institutions
where commonly used antibiotics
kill "good" bacteria in the gut, allowing the problem bug to thrive.
"C. difficile is the most important
cause of hospital-associated and an-

tibiotic-associated diarrhea," says
Weese. He says there's evidence that
the bacteria also pose a general community health risk and a risk of
food-borne disease. Last year, his lab
found evidence of C. difficile in
ground and processed meats sold in
Canada.
Monteiro has mapped out the
chemical structure of polysaccharides, or complex: chains of sugars,
on the surface of the bacteria.
Learning more about the polysaccharides may ultimately help in
developing vaccines based on carbo-

hydrates or carbohydrate-protein
complexes. The researchers caution
that it would take years to develop
and test a vaccine for human use.
Monteiro contacted Weese after
reading about recent C. difficile outbreaks. Along with PhD student Jeya
Ganeshapillai and Evgeny Vinogradov, a scientist at the National Research Council, Monteiro identified
the complex: bacterial sugars.
"They seem to express similar
sugar structures, which will make it
easier to develop a vaccine that
would target different strains of the

~
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bacteria," he says.
He's also developing sugar-based
vaccines against Campylobacter,
which causes food poisoning when
improperly cooked chicken is eaten,
and Helicobacter pylori, a common
gut microbe that can cause gastritis,
ulcers and stomach cancer. As a
graduate student in the mid-l 990s,
he helped discover the polysaccharide structures in H. pylori.
Monteiro says new commercially
available vaccines for pneumococcal
and meningococcal diseases are also
based on bacterial surface sugars.

Raise a Mug to
the Environment
Student poster campaign touts reusable mugs as a smart
way to save money and help protect the environment
BY REBECCA KENDALL

C

ARRYING A REUSABLE coffee

mug is a simple and smart way
to save money and help the
environment at the same time.
That's a message that landscape
architecture students Joanne Adair
and Tracey Tomlik hope the U of G
community will pick up on and
won't throw by the wayside.
This summer, the friends decided to see what they could do to
help reduce the number of disposable cups used and discarded on
campus. They approached Hospitality Services with their idea fo r a
poster campaign and received support to go ahead.
"'We wanted to do something
that would make a difference," says
Adair. " As landscape architecture
students, we are acutely aware of the
impact humans have on the environment and the global repercussions our choices have. We wanted
to find a unique voice to share our
message, and J think we've been successful."
The result is a collection of posters featuring humorous "conversations" between reusable mugs and
disposable cups. By personifyin g the
drin\Ung

Prof. Maurice Nellscher has purchased aluminum water bottles for all his staff and students as part of an effort
to offset the carbon emissions that will be produced this year by the School of Environmental Design and Rural
PHOTO BY DAVE CARTER, GUELPH MERCURY
Development.

Leaving a Smaller Footprint
SEDRD director establishes fu nd dedicated to environmentally friendly projects

P

BY DEIRDRE HEALEY
ROF. MAURICE NELISCHER is

starting the semester off on a
green foo t. The director of the
School of Environmental Design and
Rural Development (SEDRD) plans
to offset the carbon emissions
produced by the school this year
with a fund dedicated to environmentally friendly projects.
"It's like we're taxing ourselves,"
says Nelischer. "And I'm hoping it
will catch on."
He began by conducting a simple
carbon audit of SEDRD to determine how much pollution is emitted
annually to educate some 400 students in the school.
First he surveyed his 26 fac ulty
and staff to find out how far they
travel to get to campus each day. He
also included how fa r each guest
speaker scheduled fo r this year will
be travelling.
Then he calculated the amount of

energy consumed by the Landscape
Architec;ture Building, where many
o f SEDRD's classes are taught, and
the total amount of carbon emitted
to p roduce that energy.
All of it combined works out to
be an annual total of 340 tons of carbon emissions.
Next he determined how much it
would cost to offset those emissions.
Nelischer says paying fo r your
carbon costs is not a new concept.
"There are organizations that will
take people's money and place it into
a carbon offset fund. They will reinvest the money back into the environment by planting trees in British
Columbia or some other project. But
instead of banding money qver to
these organizations, I wanted to put
it towards environmental issues on
campus."
He created a carbon offset fund
based on his calculations and so far
bas put the money towards supplying aluminum water bottles for all of

his staff and students and installing a
green roof on top of the entranceway
of the Landscape Architecture Building. He's also planning to have the
fall -semester students plant a garden
at the front of the building to help
absorb carbon.
"I want to use the money to do
projects that are highly visible to the
University community because I
want this project to educate and spur
a cultural change on campus," he
says. " I hope every department will
eventually have its own carbon offset
fund."
Nelischer says the ultimate goal
of the initiative is to educate students
so they recognize the amount of pollution that is produced even in less
obvious places like a university
campus.
"Paying to offset carbon pollution does n't make it go away. What
we need to do is recognize our carbon fo otprint and reduce it."
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hope ro ger people thinking m ore
critically when it comes to using
disposables.
"We want people to put their reusable mug on the list o f things they
check for before leaving their room
or office," says Adair. "Cellphone,
wallet, keys, mug."
The posters will be placed
around campus kiosks and fo od outlets. The duo is now running a contest to find models for future ads.
"We're thrilled about this campaign," says Sheila AttweU, marketing manager fo r Hospitality
Services.
"We've been encouraging customers for many years to reduce paper-cup waste by charging them the

medium price for a large beverage
when they bring their own reusable
mug. Admittedly, any waste reduction initiative requires extra effort
on the part of the consumer, but
deaning up our environment is everyone's responsibility, and we all
need to do our part. Bringing your
own mug is a pretty easy way to
make a difference."
The campaign has also impressed
landscape architecture professor
Maurice Nelischer, who is happy to
see lessons from the classroom being
taken into the streets.
"It's a great idea on a number of
levels," says Nelischer, who is director of the School of Environmental
Design and Rural Development.
''This has evolved from a sound environmentaJ ethic by the students,
who are seeking ways to be more
suslainable and are using the various
communication skills they have
developed during their time here. In
addition, the school's own internal
waste audit has indicated a significant opportunity to reduce our
waste, and th e students are addressing a real issue from an environruenlaJ and finan cial perspective."
Tomlik noles tha t she and Adair
don't want to use iuilt as a tactic to
promote their camp.Ugn.
fflnstead, we bope to reach
a broader audience and bring about
change by using humour and positive messages. It 's encouraging to
have such g.:rear support fro m the
University. We're thankful that we
had the opportunity to take an idea
and make it real."
Reducing the number of disposable cups used benefits everyone, she
adds.
"Businesses will profit because
they won't have to order as many
disposables, consumers win by saving money when they buy drinks on
campus, and the environment profits as well. It just makes sense."
For more information, visit
www.iamreusable.com.

TD MELOCHE MONNEl< PRESENTS TVO S 8/G IDEA::. BES T LE CTU RER CO MP ETITION

Ontario's Best Lecturer?

You be the judge!
Students and alumni: The search for Ontario 's
Best Lecturer has begun! Who msp1res you?
Have your say by simply telli ng us about the
professor you believe rises above the rest.

4IJ

Wh en your nomina tions roll in from
univers ities and coJleges across Ontario,
a panel of judges will choose 10 finalists
to deliver com plete lectures on TVO's Big
Ideas in March 2008. You r school could win
a $ 10,000 TD Meloche Monnex Scholarship.
But hurry! Nominations must be
received by Tuesday, October 2, 2007.
For complete entry de tails, visit

tvo.org
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A Weapon in the Drug War
Toxicologist's studies find no health risk from spray program in Colombian coca fields

P

BY ANDREW VOWLES
current project scares him
sometimes. It's not Colombia's drug
cartels he's concerned about or the
possibility of being kidnapped by
armed rebels. After all, he has
bodyguards as he travels around the
country.
Nor does the environmental biologist worry about being shot by
coca farmers or enforcers in the cocaine trade. He's typically flown into
coca-growing country in a heavily
armed Blackhawk helicopter as part
of a chopper convoy that includes a
police escort and a search-and-rescue team.
What gets to him is the flyin g itself, especially hanging in his lap belt
as the pilot negotiates occasional
banking turns that leave the Guelph
researcher looking straight down at
the mountain s through the aircraft's
open door. Reflecting on his unlikely
assignment, Solomon says: "I'm petrified of heights. Flying in a helicopter with the doors open is not a very
comfortable thing."
But th at's about the only way to
reach some of those coca fields
hacked out of the dense rainforest in
this South American nation. The re,
the longtime Guelph toxicologist is
studying hum an health and environ mental risks of a chemical spraying
program crucial to international efforts to wipe out p roduction in a
country that supplies about 80 per
cent of the world's cocaine.
Since 2004, Solomon has led an
international scientific advisory
team to the Inter-American Drug
Abuse Control Commission of the
Organization of American States
(OAS). They're still investigating
possible environmental impacts,
ROF . KEITH SO LOMON 'S

Prof. Keith Solomon visits Colombia regularly to study the human health and environmental risks of a chemical
spraying program crucial to international efforts to wipe out coca production there.
PHOTO ev JON MARSHALL
"Glyphosate is the most widely used
pesticide in the world," says Solomon. "It's been used for many
years
Their latest report was published
early this yea r in Reviews of Environ-

particularly effects on animals in one
of the world's biodiversity hot spots.
But their finding of no human health
risk from spraying has given the Colombian government added impetus
in its fight against the drug trade.
It 's a somewhat paradoxical assignment, he con cedes. After all,
spraying is intended to stem an illici t
industry that entails enormo us human and economic costs around the
world. But questions about the program's safety led the OAS to investigate the issue.
The group's studies have uncovered no human health risk, a result
that mirrors studies and reviews in
other places around the world.

mental Contamination and Toxicology. The study was also reported in a

four -page story that included com men ts by Solomon in Enviro11me11taf
Science and Tedmology, published in
May by the American Chemical
Soc iety.
The team is now looking more
closely at effects on animals, specifically frogs living near or in coca
plots. About 700 species of frogs live
in Colombia, including about 350

Talks Aim to Help Hospitality,
Tourism Respond to Crisis
'It's not a matter of if, it's a matter of when, ' says HTM prof

T

.

to predict when
a crisis, emergency or disaster

HERE'S NO WAY

will occw , but helping hospitality
and tou rism professionals manage
the risks and resp~nd to such events
1s the goal of a conference being
organiz.ed by the School of Hospitality and Tourism Management
in partnership with the Tourism
Industry Association of Can ada. It
runs Oct. 1 and 2 at the Renaissance
Toronto Airport Hotel.
Crisis situations can potentially
affect millions of people, says conference organizer Prof. Tanya
Maclaurin. "The hospitality and
tourism industries serve vast num bers of people and are responsible
for their well-being," she says.
"Many members of the industry
may not have had to deal with a crisis
event, but it's not a matter of if, it's a
matter of when, and preparedness
will help lessen the Joss and speed the
recovery.''

Situations such as the BSE crisis,
SARS, 9/11 , hurricane Katrina and
the looming presence of a global flu
pandemic have all heightened the
need for the tourism and hospitality
industries to develop ways to effectively respond to a crisis and minimize the negative outcomes, says
Maclaurin.
"These sorts of unanticipated
events have really got the global and
Canadian hospitality and tourism
industries thinking about prepared ness planning and emergency response. Everyone talks about crisis
management, but when the un thinkable strikes, there seems to be a
real disconnect between the response plan and its cxecu1ion."
The confe rence, which featw es
speakers fr om Canada, the United
States, Britain and Australia, will
look at emergency preparedn ess in
Canada at the federal level, a reality
check for safety and security in Can-

ada by the RCMP, preparing for the
20 10 Olympics, crisis recovery management strategies, crisis communication, terrorism and crime, and
h ealth and safety issues.
Key features of the conference are
a global best practices panel and a
corporate preparedness interactive
activity.
HTM professor Jamie Gruman
will open the conference by discussing the hospitality industrfs current
state of preparedness based on find ings from a recent research study he
conducted with Profs. Nita Chhinzer
and Geoff Smith.
Other speakers include representatives from Public Safety Canada,
the Canadian Border Services
Agency, the RCMP, the Justice Institute of British Columbia and McDonald's.
For more information about the
conference, visit www.tiac-aitc.ca/
english/crisismanagement.asp.
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seeing it pictured in news reports
about occasional drug busts.
For post-spraying fi eld trips, he
wears dark nondescript clothing
(harder to aim at, he explains) and a
bulletproof vest. He fli es in the svientists' armed Blackhawk accompanied by other choppers bearing
ant i-narcot ics police called junglas,
as well as support and searchand-rescue teams. The jtmglas land
first, staking out the edge of the field
with weapons cocked. The scientists
get 15 minutes to do their job before
heading back to the chopper.
Although he hasn't fl own in a
spray plane, Solomon has observed
the operation from accompanying
h elicopters. Spray planes are
equipped to pinpoint the plots and
apply the spray accw ately.
"The spray operation is at the
highest level of technology you can
get. It's as good as the forestry spraying they do in Canada. "
Solomon adds that the spray program to control the coca crop is safer
than the chemicals used by the farmers to grow the crop in the first place.
"The environmentaJ damage
caused by coca production far exceeds that of the eradication spraying. Our work has been helpful in
putting numbers to that. "
li'hat doesn't include the ecological damage caused when growers
slash out their plots in the rainforest

species that are fou nd only in that
country. The amphibians are naturally more sensitive to many environmental chemicals.
Those results have been more
equivocal. "They're looking for a
mixture of glyphosate and other
components that would control the
- even in several national parks. Recrop but is less toxic to other organferring to many growing areas that
isms," says Solomon, who visits the
he's visited around the country, Solplots after spraying to take soil and
omon says: "Th e Andes biodiversity
water samples. Those samples are
hot spot goes right through
analyzed in several labs, including
Colombia."
Laboratory Services at U of G.
He notes that poor farmers h ave
(In a unique twist, he will study
little cho ice but to grow the crop, ofdifferent pesticide formulations on
ten under threat from players in the
about 10,000 plants being specially
cocaine trade.
grown this swnmer in an undis"There's so much money inclosed site in Colombia. The plots
volved. Farmers can make more
are tended by Colombian anti-narm oney growing coca than coffee or
cotic police; the seedlings were
bananas."
bought from producers using OAS
Back at Guelph, he's found his
funding. )
South American assignment is an atSolomon has visited Colombia
tention-grabber during lectures. In
about a dozen times over the past
2004 and 2005, he also enlisted fithree years, including this past
nal-year students in the toxicology
spring. Each time, bodyguards meet
program to h elp compile a report on
him at the airport in the capital ,
the toxicology of substances used in
Bogot<\, to speed him through cuscoca
growing
and
cocaine
toms and escort him to his hotel.
production.
Those guards stick dose to him
"It gets attention in class. It's an
throughout his stay.
opportunity to apply toxicology to
"I've never felt threatened," he
real-world situations that are imporsays. And he's never been shot at or
tant. On top of that, they were paid
even heard gunfire in Colombia. The
for their work by the OAS."
closest he's come to cocaine itself is

THANKS FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION AND PAt:IENCE
The science complex is now completed, and all faculty and staff have
moved in. As a result, Reynolds
Walk has been reopened as a major
pedestrian walkway and the fences
along Gordon Street and around the
Axeln>d Building have been
removed.
1 wish to thank the University
community for your co-operation
and patience during more than fow
years of construction noise and dust
and three year.s of detouring around
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the fences.
In the interest of safety, 1 would
encourage you to use the pedestrian
crosswalks located at Gordon Street
and Reynolds Walk and South Ring
Road and Gordon.
And please pay a visit to our
state-of- the-art science complex,
which will position U of G as a
world-class leader in the life sciences.
Nancy Sullivan, vice-president
(finance and administration)

Contputing That Saves Lives
Master's student designs tracking device for search-and-rescue dogs

T

BY DEIRDRE HEALEY

There is debris
everyvY"here and no one knows just how
many people are trapped inside. It's time
to send in the search-and-rescue dogs.
This is where Cristina Ribeiro steps in. The U ofG
student straps a tracking device around the torso of a
black lab. She designed it for search-and-rescue dogs
to wear when entering a disaster site so their handlers
know what the dog is doing even when they can't see
the animal or hear it barking. Through the positioning of the dog, the device can signal to rescue workers
when the animaJ has found a victim and whether the
person is alive or dead.
It's a scenario Ribeiro never imagined she would
find herself in when she started studying computer
sdence. But just this summer, the 26-year-old master's student was part of a four-day disaster simulation in Toronto where she put her tracking device to
the test.
HE WALLS HAVE CAVED IN .

Rescue workers with the Heavy Urban Search and
Rescue Team, Emergency Medical Services, the Ontario Provincial Police and a number of other police
forces practised responding to the simulation of a
collapsed building. A tom-down hotel was the disaster site, and rescue workers played the victims.
"It was a full-blown disaster situation ," says
Ribeiro. "There were people inside acting as casualties, wearing makeup to indicate their injuries, and
rescue workers were outside blowing up doors, trying
to get to them. I had never seen anything like it. It was
amazing."
She was invited to the simulation because the urban rescue teams are interested in using her tracking
device in actual search-and-rescue emergencies.
She and her advisers. Prof. Mieso Denko, Computing and Infonnation Science, and Alexander Fenvom of
Ryerson University, are part of the only Canadian research
team working in the field of urban search and rescue.
When Ribeiro began her thesis last year, she knew she
wanted to put her computer skills towards something that
would help society.
"I didn't get into computer science to develop an application
so a company could make money off it," she says. "I wanted to
apply computer technology in a way that would really affect human lives, and this research project fits perfectly with that."
At the disaster site, Ribeiro's job was to attach the tracking
device to the dogs before sending them inside to search through
the debris. Dogs are used in a number of disaster situations because they're more effective than robots and even humans, she
says.
"They are mobile and can climb over rubble, they are agile
and can get into smaller spaces, and they have an exceptional
sense of smell, which is effective in locating victims. 1ihey are
also much quicker than humans."
Her device consists of two accelerometers, which measure

something while the dog is climbing through debris
and tight areas. That would make the technology
useless. You also have to make sure the device is light
enough that the dog can still move around and small
enough that it will stay in place and won't bother the
animal."
Ribeiro recalls when another master's student on
the research team strapped a small video lens onto a
search-and-rescue dog's head. "The dog kept
smashing the camera against a wall, trying to get it
off. That was an expensive piece of equipment."
She says this project has given her first-band experience of what's involved in taking an idea from
conception to the point of actually producing an effective tool that can be used in the field. But tackling
technological challenges is nothing new for Ribeiro.
Her technically savvy side was apparent at an early
age. While her kindergarten classmates were into
finger painting, she was in awe of the classroom
computer. "'I remember the first time I saw a computer. I just fell in love with it."
Ribeiro came to U of G last year after earning a
degree in computer science at Ryerson. Although
she knew she wanted to focus her thesis on a project
that would have a real human impact, she wasn't
sure what that was until she met Ferwom. He was already involved in urban search-and-rescue research
and findin g ways to improve current technology.
"Search-and-rescue operations came under
heavy scrutiny after Sept. 11 ," says Ribeiro. "Since
then, there's been a lot of research foc used on using
technology to make up for any weaknesses."
She's quick to add, however, that the successfi.tl
dcve\opmen\ oi new

acceleration and are attached with a harness. One of the accelerometers is positioned near the dog's head, and the other is near
the tail. The instruments are made with industrial-strength
routers to allow the signal to pass through any debris that may
be surrounding the dog and reach rescuers on the scene and
even farther away at a headquarters location.
Based on the accelerometer readings, Ribeiro calculates the
angle, velocity and distance to determine what the searchand-rescue dog is doing while inside the disaster area.
At the same time, the dog is trained to react in certain ways
depending on the situation. If the animal finds someone who's
dead, it will sit. Ifit finds someone who's alive but injwed , it will
jump up and down and bark. These movements and sounds are
captured by Ribeiro's device, and the data are transmitted
wirelessly to the monitor held by the rescue worker.
She says having the opportunity to test out the device in simulated disaster situations was important because it made her
consider the diffi.e:uJt environment and the behaviour of the dog
while designing the tool.
"You can't have loose wires hanging out that can catch on

scan:,\\-anO..-tesc.uc-\~c'nno\Q'i>j

requires people who have the ~rtise and courage
to respond 10 disasters.
"1 have a lot o f respect for people who work in search and
rescue. They are extremely dedicated to what they do and risk
their lives to save the lives of others."
Ribeiro says she's happy being on the research side of disaster response and is currently in the final stages of ber project
She's in the process of determining the range of calculations for
each position of the dog, so sbe can create a ~tern that won't
require rescue workers to do any calculating themselves.
"It will just be like a Palm Pilot with the image of a dog, and
that image will change depending on what the dog is doing inside the disaster site. n
She hopes the device will be near completion when she takes
part this month in a second disaster simulation in Toronto.
Once she finishes her MA, Ribeiro hopes to continue doing
search-and-rescue research in a PhD program.
"This application I have de.signed is just one ingredient. I can
see a lot of applications that would enable technology to improve the way we do search and rescue, and it could possibly
lead to saving more lives."

This Artist Gives a Hoot!
BY REBECCA KENDALL

W

HAT'S AN ASPIRING ARTIST

to do when she can't find
space to show her work? For
fifth-year fine art student Brittany
Anderson, the answer was dear: start
your own gallery.
With funding through the Summer Company program, a provincial
initiative that provides hands-on
business experience and financial
support to young entrepreneurs,
Anderson opened hoot!, a gallery
space she sha res with established
potter Goldie Sherman and her dog,
Ting. Located in downtown Guelph

at 80 Norfolk St., hoot! opened July ists wanting to show their work far The opening reception is Sept. 13 at taken a business course, and I've had
to learn about things like bookkeepI, and the venture has been a reward- outweighs the number of available 7p.m.
"'Half-Pint' is unique because all ing and marketing from the ground
ing one for Anderson, who returned locations, she says.
to U of G this month to complete her
Hoot! has been a temporary solu- the pieces are smaller than one up
She adds that she's looking at
tion to this problem for some. A sq uare foot," says Anderson. "The
final semester.
''I' m trying to get a start in the art show in July featured the work of show also lends itself to being afford- ways of forming a co-op to allow anists to work together to garner show
world, and I'm a firm believer that fow Guelph undergraduates, in- able for art buyers."
The gallery's final exhibition will space and public visibility.
you must make your own opportu- cluding Anderson. In August, the
«Art is a tough arena to work in.
run
Oct.
B
to
31.
It
's
called
"Loyalty
gallery
showcased
the
work
of
nities,'' she says.
To build a reputation and gain fourth-year U of G student Tori to Royalty?" and will showcase the There are definitely more artists in
work of U of G students Myles Guelph than art buyers. lt 's been
confidence as professionals, artists Drost.
hard to push myself to make a go of
need venues to show their work, says
The current show, "Half-Pint," Calvert and Carol Tinga.
As an artist, Anderson has honed this, but it's been rewarding - not
Anderson , but locally this is a chal- slated to run Sept. 13 to Oct. 6,
lenge for many up-and-coming art- brings together the work of more her skills, but as a business person, monetarily but in terms of building
leadership and organizational skills
ists. Although some opportunities than 20 local artists, including it's been an uphill c:hallenge.
"All I've ever done is art, so it's and learning what I' m capable of
for shows in restawants and similar Guelph students Rachelle Kelly,
venues exist, the number oflocal art- Aislinn Thomas and James Gardner. been a learning process. I'd never accomplishing."
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The following U of G appointments
were announced over the summer.
• Dennis Baker, assistant professor,
Political Science
• Paula Barata, assistant professor,
Psychology
• Robert Berthiaume, associate professor, Alfred Campus
• Diane Borsato, assistant professor,
Fine Art and Music

sor, Economics
• Maya Goldenberg, assistant professor, .BAS progmm
• Yu Gu, co-ordinator of the HPLC
facility, Biomedical Sciences
• John Hacker-Wright, assistant
professor, Philosophy
• Lori Hahn, Jab technician, Animal
Health Laboratory

• Rob Bowman, library assistant, U
ofG Library

• Brittney Hanna, distance education production co-ordinator,
Office of Open Learning

•Lidia Buzny. library assistant, lJ of
G Library

• Andrew Hathaway, assistant professor, Sociology and Anthropology

• Frank Cain, facility supervisor,
Department of Athletics

• Kent Hoeg, manager, University
Systems,CCS

• Robert Chamorro, senior technician, Laboratory Services

•Kevin Hogg. videographer, Leaming Technology Centre, OVC

• Dong-Shin Chang, assistant professor. English and Theatre Studies

• Joe Ingrao, building mechanic 2,
Physical Resources

• Jerome Chang, program counsellor, BAS Counselling Office
•Jennifer Chen, general accountant,
Controller's Office

• Andria Jones, assistant professor,
Population Medicine

aid counsellor, Student Financial
Services
• Sandra Parmegiani, assistant professor, Languages and Literatures
•Martin Pearce, assistant professor,
Fine Art and Music
• Rajesh Pereira, assistant professor,
Mathematics and Statistics
• Evelyn Pyke, animal utilization
protocol clerk, Animal-Care Services
• Barbara Reid, administrative assistant, Chemistry
•Donna Reimer, BA program counsellor, BA Counselling
• Dave Saunders, parking enforcement officer, Parking Services
• Amanda Scott, web designer,
Communications and Public Affairs
• Dimitriy Soldatov, associate professor, Chemistry

• Gail Kendall, senior development
manager, Alumni Affairs and Development

• Gihan Sooriyabandara, computer
software technician, Geography
• Maria Spinato, veterinary patholo·

gist, Animal Health Laboratory

• Esther Codner, executive secretary
and administrative assistant, CPES
dean's office

•Carol Kitching, administrative secretary, Judicial Office

•Nora Teri, clerical supervisor, CBS
dean's office

•Tim Dewhirst, assistant professor,
Marketing and Consumer Studies

•Nester Kruger, assistant professor,
Fine Art and Music

• Jason Tyszka, recruitment officer,
CPES dean's office

• Leanne Dickie, stockroom support
technician, CBS

• Ruth Lesins, secretary/ receptionist, Physics

• Dave Urbshas, undergraduate lab
supervisor, Physics

• Lisa Dietrich, technician, Molecular and Cellular Biology

• Mei Li, assistant professor, Economics

• Adam Doane, health and safety
officer, CBS

•Margaret Lumley, assistant professor, Psychology

• Robert Vanderspek, director,
design engineering and construction, Physica1 Resources

• Helen Donaldson, animal utiliz.ation protocol clerk, Animal-Care
Services

• Tanya Mark, assistant professor,
Marketing and Consumer Studies

• Matt Edwards, assistant BA pro-

gram counsellor, BA Counselling

• Statia Elliott, assistant professor,
Hosvitality and Tourism Management
• Mark Fenske, assistant professor,
Psychology

•Alex Maynard, associate professor,
Economics
• Colette McAuley, client service
supervisor, Athletics
• Marie McGlone, work study/
financial aid derk, Student Financial
Services

•Jade Ferguson, assistant professor,
English and Theatre Studies

• Brent McKenzie, assistant professor, Marketing and Consumer Studies

• Elizabeth Finnis, assistant professor, Sociology and Anthropology

•Paul McNicholas, assistant professor, Mathematics and Statistics

• Kim Ganvood, writing consultant,
U of G Library

• Carolyn Nairn, client services team
leader, OVC

• Johanna Goertz, assistant profes-

• Kuljeet Notay, assistant financial

• Jeji Varghese, assistant professor,
Sociology and Anthropology
• Uta von Borstel, assistant professor, Kemprville Campus
• Wendy Walsh, counsellor's
assistant, BA Counselling
• Michael Waud, technician, Laboratory Services
•Rebecca White, client service clerk,
Athletics
•Boyer Winters, assistant professor,
Psychology
• Andrea Woon-Fat, liaison officer,
School of Engineering
•Renee Worringer, assistant professor, History
• Ahmed Zaki, associate professor,
Engineering.

Shakespeare
Festival Draws
Big Crowd
Art centre attendance more than doubles

T

BY LORI BONA HUN'f

Made in
Canada" festival was a great
success, doubling attendance to the
Macdonald Stewart Art Centre
(MSAC) and bringing thousands of
new visitors into Guelph, says
festival organizer Sue Bennett, director of University and community
relations.
"Hotels, restaurants, businesses,
and arts and cultural organizations
all reported increased revenues," she
HE "SHAKESPEARE -

says.

Even the Bard's Beer, a limitededition ale that Sleeman Breweries
brewed especially to support the
Shakespeare festival, sold out
quickly at local pubs and taverns.
The Guelph brewery donated the
proceeds to the festival.
Sue Trerise, manager of economic development and tourism
services for the City of Guelph, said
thousands of tourists were drawn
here during the five-month-long
festival to attend various Shakespeare-related events. They also visited local businesses, restawants,
galleries and other attractions, she
says.
Besides the economic benefits,
the festival boosted cultura1 and
community identity for the city and
\Jniversity, says Bennett.
" It also served as a springboard
for launching new partnerships and
projects among all the groups involved in the development and
management of the festival."
She recently completed a report
evaluating the impact of the festival,
which was sponsored by U of G, the
Guelph Arts Council, the City of
Guelph, MSAC and the Stratford
Festival.
During the festival, close to 8,000
people visited the art centre, com pared with 4,000 the previous year,
she says. About 3,000 schoolchildren
from across O ntario also visited, an
increase of more than 500 per cent.

"We had to extend our hours to
seven days a week to meet the demand," says Aidan Ware, public
programming assistant for MSAC.
The centre devoted more than 80
per cent of its show space to the
Shakespeare exhibit, the largest
show the centre bas ever mounted.
Besides the MSAC exhibit, the
festival included other visual art and
museum exhibits, theatrical and
musical performances, film and
video offerings, a speakers' series
and
children's
educational
programs.
At the centre of the festival and
the MSAC exhibit was the Sanders
portrait - believed by many to be
the only image of Shakespeare
painted while he was alive. Owned
by Lloyd Sullivan of Ottawa, the
portrait is thought to depict the Bard
at age 39.
"Undoubtedly, the mystery, allwe and history of the portrait are
what drew so many people to the festival," says Bennett. "People were
simply fascinated by it."
Sally Wismer, executive director
of the Guelph Arts Council, says the
festival offered "one of those rare
opportunities for artists and arts
groups to come together to work on
a community-wide themed project.
Throughout, it became obvious just
what a wide range of talent there is in
the Guelph community and just
how much the arts contribute to the
health and well-being of this city.
The Guelph Arts Council is honoured to have been able to play a key
role in helping to involve and communicate with the arts community
during the Shakespeare celebration."
More than $250,000 was raised
locally and provincially to support
the festival, with sponsors including
the City of Guelph, the Musagetes
Foundation, the Bickell Foundation,
the Ontario government, the Royal
Bank, Sleeman's and more than 70
local businesses and individuals.

Wanted: Readers

M

Teacher Education Information Session:

Dr. Glenda Campbell-Evans, A88ociate Profe88or from
Edith Cowan University's School of Education
in Perth, Weatern Amtralla
Monday, September :&Mb. h00..2&00 . .
Universlt;:~~JK!~PGmll

EMBERS of the University
community and the general
public are invited to explore
veterinary medicine and the human
condition at the inaugural OVC
Community Readers event.
OVC dean Elizabeth Stone
launched the community reading
and book discussion following the
positive response last year to her
new course on veterinary medicine
and literature.
"Discussing literary works can
help us explore important issues in
veterinary medicine," says Stone,
"Combined with the intrinsic pleasure and value of reading good literature, it is a way of renewing one's
joy in being a veterinarian and a hu-
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man being. It also promotes the exchange of ideas with others
interested in animal life."
The first book selected for the
OVC Community Readers is The

Chickens Fight Back: Pandemic Pa11ics at1d Deadly Diseases Thar jump
Prom Animals to Humans by Prof.

David Waltner-Toews, Population
Medicine.
A community discussion will
take place Sept 26 from 12:30 to
1:30 p.m . in Room 1714 of OVC's
Lifetime Leaming Centre. Waltner·
Toews will give a reading Oct. 3 from
7 to 8:30 p.m. in the OVC cafeteria.
The book can be purchased at the
OVC Bookbam and Chapters-Indigo stores.

Ridgetown Researcher Finds New Use
for Mushroom Production Leftovers

Substrate can be fully composted and give rise to a high-quality material that can be sold at a premium
BY KATE ROBERTS
SPARK PROGRAM

C

ANADIAN MUSHROOM growers now have a

profitable option when it comes to
dealing with the leftover organic substrate used
to grow mushrooms.
Prof. Ron Fleming of U of G's Ridgetown
Campus has found that spent mushroom substrate - manure-based material - can be

fully composted and give rise to a high-quality

material that can be sold at a premium.
"Composting can give mushroom growers
an ahernative method of dealing with this substrate while providing an additional income
source," says Fleming.
On a world scale, about 13.6 million tonnes
of substrate are produced each year, he says.
Normally it's disposed of, spread on farmland
or sometimes sold to other farmers.
When applied to land, spent mushroom
substrate improves soil structwe by increasing
the water- and nutrient-holding capacity and
adding organic matter. It's more consistent
than many other compost products because
the mix recipe stays fairly constant year-round.
As a bonus, it's free from weeds and disease
because it's already been partially composted
and fully pasteurized before being removed
&om the mushroom house, says Fleming.
Because of the compost mix recipe needed
for mushroom production, however, the finished compost contains more salt than other
composts do. This can put some limitations on
bow the compost can be used, he says.
In the past, the industry has deaJt with the
lligh salt conrenr Dyst:adcing spenLmwhi:oom
substrate outside for at- least six months, allowing precipitation to leach out the salt. But this
creates concerns related to Ontario's Nutrient
Management Act because of the potential to
contaminate surface and groundwater.

Prof. Ron Fleming of Ridgetown Campus has found a way to break down the leftover organic substrate used to grow mushrooms to make
PHOTO BYMARTIN SCHWALBE
premium compost in this facility.

So in 2005, the Canadian Mushroom
Growers' Associnti.on asked Fleming, to find
other options to deal with the subsrrare.
He turned to fiis expertise in anai:=robic di-

gestion to see if spent mushroom substrate
could be used to generate methane gas. But the
substrate didn't generate enough energy to be
viable. In fact, the methane produced wasn't
even enough to heat and run the digester.

Instead be found that a complete composti.ne, t>tOc.ess c.ou\d b e used to i.mt>rovc the sail
application qualities o f spent m ushroom sub-

site preparation, composting .structures, derat\o n. h..n.s, ttaaot~ an.<i "\ota~c. \\ut iJ. t\\.c c:.c:rtn.posl fetches a good pdce, the proct:s.s am ~

strate. The substrate was mixed and aerated for economically viable, he says.
four weeks to create premium compost. In On"Composting is safer for the environment
tario, selling this material in bulk garners up to and results in finished compost that has an ex$60 a tonne.
cellent feel and appearance. Branding this as
Fleming notes that the initial capital costs of superior to other composts will be the ultimate
the compost system are significant and include factor in whether farmers can reap benefits. "

New Nanoscience Program to Begin Next Fall
Pioneering major will give Guelph undergrads the big picture on the 'very small'
display special - even counterintuitive - electrical and chemical propG SCIENTISTS are thinking erties being explored by companies
big about the "very small"
eager to make new devices and prodwith a pioneering undergraduate ucts such as microchips and drug
nanoscience major to begin on
delivery systems.
campus in 2008. Approved earlier
Other universities offer nanothis year, the new interdisciplinary
science courses within chemistry,
degiee will be jointly provided by the
physics and engineering programs.
departments of Chemistry and
The University ofToronto has an enPhysics and will draw on research
gineering specialization in nanoand teaching strengths in those and technology, and the Univer.sity of
related departments, says Prof. Dan Waterloo introduced a nanotech
Thomas, Chemistry, associate dean major in its engineering program last
of the B.Sc. program.
year (nanotech incorporates materiLooking to establish an early lead als developed through nanoscience
in a rapidly growing field, Guelph into new devices). Unable to accomwill accept up to 50 entering students modate growing demand in this
for the four-year program starting in field, those programs routinely turn
fall 2008, with a projected steady- away top applicants, says Thomas,
state enrolment- of about L75. No who headed the committee that deother Canadian university offers a veloped the proposal for Guelph's
full-fledged nanoscience major, says new program. "This is an
Thomas.
opportunity to be a leader."
Nanoscience involves developing
He explains that advnncements
materials on the scale of individual and interest in nanoscience have
atoms and molecules, typically less grown out of all proportion to the
than about 100 nanometres in size. vanishingly small size of the materiIn that Lilliputian world, materials als and structures being explored for
BY ANDREW VOWLES

U
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uses in such areas as computing and
microelectronics,
biotechnology,
energy, toxicology and medicine.
"It>s moved very quickly from the
realm of the science lab to the very
first commercial products," says
Thomas, who studies nanoscale
properties of materials and substances.
His lab is using various elements
to assemble materials with unusual
properties for possible use in solid
oxide fuel cells and as catalytic surfaces for monitoring blood glucose.
U of G's new program will include a mix of fundamental science
courses and "nano" offerings such as
synthesis
and
analysis
of
nanomaterials, thin film science,
nanolithography, quantum chemistry and computing, and biological
nanomaterials.
That lasl term evokes Guelph's
particular strengths in possible biological applications, says Prof. John
Dutcher, Canada Research Chair in
Soft Matter Physics and a theme
leader in the Advanced Foods and
MateriaJs Network based at U of G.

AT GUELPH U

"There are lots of interesting
things happening on the nanoscale,"
he says. "At Guelph it goes well beyond physics and chemistry - it exists across campus."
Dutcher's own collaborative research investigating thin films and
bacterial swfaces already occurs on
the nanoscale, Microbiologists, biochemists and physicists are isolating
and modifying components in bacterial cell walls that might be used
one day to make new kinds of fabrics. Various researchers are also using nanoscale tools to study how
enzymes degrade cellulose, which
may help in producing cellulose
ethanol more efficiently.
He adds that much of the growth
in nanoscience has been driven by
new analytical and imaging techniques and equipment that now allow researchers to "see" things at
that scale. Guelph already has much
of that state-of-the-art equipment,
including spectrometers, special microscopes such as an atomic-force
instrument that gives an atom's-eye
view ofsurfaces, and X-ray scattering
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facilities for studying atomic
structwe.
"People recognize this as an extremely hot area and an excellent opportunity," says Prof. David Kribs,
Mathematics and Statistics. "I think
Guelph has carved out a niche for
it>elf."
An affi1iare member of the Institute for Quantwn Computing in
Waterloo, Kribs srudies error correction in quantum information
science. He's interested in how altered physical and electrical properties at the quantum scale may lead to
more powerful computers with parts
as small as atoms or even their
constituents.
"Any hope of implementing
quantum computing will come from
nanoscience,"
says
Nathaniel
Johnston, a graduate student of
Kribs's who received a Governor
GeneraJ's Medal at convocation this
spring. He will use a Canada Graduate Scholarship to study the math behind quantum computing.
"All the classical Jaws of physics
don't hold on that level," he says.

,.

lndie Film, Music
Festival to Debut
at Homecoming

CRAIG HYATT
IT aP1alyst/systems developer in the Office of Research,
joined U of G iri 2001
Frisbee ultimately takes up a big
chunk of Craig Hyatt's time away
from the office in the wanner
months. For the past decade, he's
been playing Ultimate, a sport he
picked up after moving to Guelph
from his hometown of Oil City,
Ont., as a student in 1998.

Weekend to include workshops, filmmaking competition

A

BY REBECCA KENDALL

is being added
to Homecoming this year with
the launch of SharpCuts, an
independent film and music festival
that will offer a broad variety of
entertainment Sept. 22 and 23 from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. A pre-festival
"Fright Night" of horror films kicks
off the weekend Sept. 21 at 7 p.m. in
Room 384 of the McLaughlin
Library.
"I'm blown away by the number
of people who tell me this festival is
something Guelph has been waiting
for," says SharpCuts founder
Thomas Gofton, a filmmaker who
graduated from U of G in June.
With programming on Johnston
Green and in the McLaughlin Library, Massey Hall and the
Maclachlan Building, SharpCuts
aims to provide a forum to profile
the strong and emerging film and
music scenes that thrive in Guelph
and surrounding area, and to foster
connections among those who share
a love and appreciation for the arts,
says Gofton.
"J also hope it'll encourage people to take a leap to explore their creative side by thinking about some of
the srories they1' d like ro tell through
film and music."
Although the primary focus is
Guelph artists, interest has been
widespread, with submissions coming in from across southwestern Ontario, he says.
The weekend will featwe film
screenings, a filmmaking competition, live music and a number of industry-based workshops. Special
guests include Laura Bertram, a
t\'io-tirne Gemini Award-winning
actor and U of G graduate, who will
talk about her career in film and television, whicb spans two decades.
Also on the bill are Academy Awardnominated documentary producer
NEW FLAVOUR

Erin Faith Young, who will give a
workshop on making short films;
Guelph drama professor Pat Flood,
an acclaimed set d esigner who will
discuss production design; and Miami-based filmmaker and specialeffects expert Alex Ferrari.
In addition, more than a dozen
films produced by local filmmakers
will be screened. They include works
by Amanda Scott, a web designer in
Communications and Public Affairs, and U of G students Nigel
Gough, Chad Gill and Melanie
W ills.
The festival's musical lineup includes performances by Tragedy of
the Commons, the Randalls, Tiny
Danza, ADA, the Show, Kid Coma,
Ambria, the Blind Dogs, the Voyd,
March for Dawn, Tracenine, Fancy
Girls Market, the Door to Doors and
Burn Planetarium. Solo acts appearing are Tim Tibbitts, Scott Normandy, Rebecca Taylor, Joel
Morelli, Chris Golden and Emma
Lee Rose Hogg.
Also scheduled is a unique performance by the VOC Silent Film
Harmonic, an act that presents musical accompaniment to complement the work of noted Canadian
&ilen\ filtnmaker Gu,y Maddin.
"Before artists, musicians or
filmmakers can move up and reach a
wider audience, they need support
from their local community," says
Greg Jackson, a third-year computer
engineering student and guitar
player with Burn Planetarium.
"There are some pretty rocking
bands taking the stage, so we're
pretty excited to be part of this
event."
SharpCuts is supported by the
Department of Athletics and
Alumni Affairs and Development, as
well as the City of Guelph, Ed Video
Media Arts Centre and Lynnvander
Productions.

Back at home, Van Duren doesn't mind being
stranded with a good book. "I always have one aca-

"I'd never heard of it before Craig Hyatt
coming here, but I love sports, so I
thought I'd give it a try," he says."
His introduction to the game came through campus
intramurals, and he is now a member of the Bytown
Flatball Club, based in Ottawa.
' 1Driving back and forth to practise is really challenging," says Hyatt, who made the journey eight times this
summer.
The effort seems to have been well worth it, however.
The team recently competed at the Canadian Ultimate
Championship, placing second among 20 teams. This
month, they'll travel to New York to compete in a tournament hosted by the Ultimate Players Association.
In addition to throwing the disc, Hyatt throws his energy into co-captaining a U of G team for the Heart and
Stroke Foundation's annual "Big Bike for Stroke"
fund raiser.
"It's always a great event, a lot of fun, and it's do ne for
a great cause," says Hyatt, who has co-captained "The
Heartbreakers" for the past four years.
The team, which raised more than $3,400 for this
year's event in August, was one of 27 teams that brought
in a total of $59,000 in pledges. The four teams participating from U of G accounted for more than S I0,500 of
that amount, he says.

d emic-type book and one fun book on the go," she says.
Currently she's reading Demom of Our Own Design by
Richard Bookstaver and has just finished John
Grisham's A Paitited House.

"It's completely different from Grisham's other

works. It was interesting to see insights into the impacts
of rural poverty on family dynamics."

LYNDSEY DOlAN
Second-year studetJt hi integrative biology
Orientation Week was a busy time
for Lyndsey Dolan, who is an executive member of the U of G chapter of Engineer.s Without Borders,
a non-profit organization that
helps people in developing communities around the world gain
access to the technology they need

to improve their lives.
Lyndsey Dolan
" I learned about the organization last year during Orientation Week and have been
busy spreading the word to new incoming students," she
says.
To communicate its message, the chapter h osted an
event called "Change the World Jeopardy," which challenged participants to we their knowledge of subjects
such as Africa, development theory and foreign policy to
earn points. The group also promotes its work at campus
resource fairs and club days, she says.
ERNA VAN DUREN
Sharing the organization's mandate with younger
Faculty member in the Departmetit of Busiriess, joiried the students is also a priority for Dolan. As the chapter's outreach officer, she spends time at local.high schools meetUniversity in 1989
ing with teens and discussing the group's work.
Getting back to nature was on
"I introduce students to development issues, and it
Prof. Erna Van Duren's to-do list
brings them a broader perspective of the world. I want to
this &um.met , and sbe c..tossed it
Se
a teacher, and the high school outreach gives me
off \vith. a trip ro Nova Scotia,
~great-opportunity to spend time wich young people and
where she hiked and cami)ed and
develop public-speaking and leadership skills."
kayaked the Bay of Fundy.
The chapter's first general meeting of the semester is
"I spent the 2005/2006 school
Sept. 13 at 5:30 p.m. in Room 103 of the University Cenyear in Calgary on research leave,
tre.
so J thought I'd see the other side Erna Van Ouren
0
0ur members are friendly, encouraging and supof the country," says Van Owen,
who also used the trip as an opportunity to visit an aunt portive," says Dolan. "We're always looking for new
members, and you don't have to be an engineering stuand uncle.
"Why pay to see Flowerpot Rock when you can kayak dent to join."

a
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Gryphons Host Western
Continued from page 1
Local musician Tim Tibbitts will
perform at 11 a.m. in the Homecoming central tent. A "Kids' Zone"
featuring face painting, inflatable
bouncers and slides, cotton candy
and popcorn begins at 11 a.m. in the
stadium.
The Homecoming football game
begins Saturday at I p.m., with the
Gryphons hosting the University of
Western Ontario Mustangs. During
the game, a number of prizes will be
given out, including flight vouchers
worth $1,500 and t\\TO Eurail passes
provided by Travel CUTS, and a car
safety kit with a $50 gift certificate
from Canadian Tire, courtesy of TD
Meloche Monnex. Visit the Homecoming central tent to enter these
draws and to buy new alumni
merchandise.

around it for free? I really like camping and hiking, and
kayaking has been a recent addition to my outdoor activities."
The tide on the Bay of Fundy can range from 40 to 50
feet, so kayakers really have to plan their time out carefully, she says. "We were pretty careful. We didn' t want
to find ourselves stranded."

Admission to the game is $8 general, $6 for seniors and alumni and
$4 for students. A family package of
two adult and two student tickets is
available for $20. For tickets and information, visit www.gryphons.ca
orcall 519-824-7974.
In addition to the thousands of
football fan s who'll be attending
Homecoming, the weekend welcomes residence life staff from I997
to 2007 to a reunion. It starts Friday
evening with a get-together at the
Bullring and ends Sunday with a
noon volleyball tournament and
barbecue at the south beach courts.
This year's Homecoming also
features SharpCuts. an independent
film and music festival that runs
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.rn. Saturday
and Sunday (see story above).
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A Taste of Academic Publishing
U of G undergrads have opportunity to publish research in new student-edited electronic journal

H

BY ANDREW VOWLES

ow MANY undergraduates get
the chance to p ublish research
in a peer-reviewed journal? U of G
undergrads will find a new "home"
for their work when a student-edited
electronic journal begins publication
next month.
SURG, or Studies by Undergraduate Researchers at Guelph, is a new
multidisciplinary
peer-reviewed
journal that will consist of original
research papers and literature reviews written by undergrads. One of
only a few such journals in Canada, it

will be based in the Office of Research and edited by Matt Teeter, a
fourth-year biomedical sciences
student.
"I'm delighted with the launch of
SURG," says Prof. Steven Liss, associate vice-president (research services). "This student-led initiative
will provide another level of exposure to the research entei:prise and
experiences that will further develop
the communication and leadership
skills of our students - a hallmark
of a Guelph graduate."
Teeter says SURG will give un-

dergraduates a taste of academic
publishing and allow them to publish work that is based on their own
research but unlikely to meet the
standards of mainstream journals.
Most submissions will probably
be based on senior undergrad thesis
and research courses. The journal
will also accept literature reviews and
papers based on work done in undergraduate research assistantships
and
student
research
award
positions.
The e-joumal, which will be
hosted on the U ofG Library website,

A Vote for Student Engagement
Campus speakers, events to help students prepare for polls in fall provincial election
BY REBECCA KENDALL

I

F EMILY REED, co-ordinator of

citizenship
and
community
engagement in Student Life, has her
way, every U of G student will be
well-versed on the candidates in this
fall's provincial election and will
have a voter's card in their hands
come election day Oct. 10.
To make this hope a reality1 the
University has already held an
all-candidates' meeting and will be
setting up voter registration booths
in the University Centre courtyard
Sept. 17 and 18. There will also be
thu:_e noon-hour speakers' sessions
addressing issues of poverty, the environment, tuition and the referendum question surrounding electoral
reform.
In addition, a polling station will
be located in Room 103 of the University Centre on the day of the
election.
"A lot of people make blanket

statements about apathy and youth manent address and Guelph as their
not caring about important voter is- home riding.
"Until now, students had to vote
sues, but I think that's untrue/' says
Reed. "At Guelph, we have high rates in the riding they came from because
their
parents' home was recognized
of civic engagement in many areas,
including community volunteerism, as their permanent residence. Many
and it's important for students to students arrive at U ofG and want to
feel that they can be part of the elec- make Guelph their home, whether
toral process and can vote on issues for a few years or for life. Here, many
students choose Guelph to start their
that affect them."
Giving students an opportunity career, buy a home and settle down.
to learn about the issues and navi- It only makes sense that they should
gate the electoral process on campus be able to vote in this riding from day
is a first step to helping them become one if they choose to."
confident voters, she says, adding
that with just one month between
.Jhe.sian.oJclm_<oi._
arul<lectionbv.A.can be difficult for students to collect
the information and paperwork they
need to cast their ballot as an
informed voter.
They also need to be aware of the
changes to the electoral policy this
year, says Reed. For the first time,
students living on campus can
choose their residence as their per-

will solicit papers from students
across all seven colleges. Each issue
will include up to two papers from a
single degree major. Teeter expects
as many as 24 departments will take
part in the venture. He plans to publish twice a year - spring and fall.
Individual departments will assemble panels of faculty and students
to review submissions. Those submissions must be recommended to
the review panel by a student's faculty supervisor or course co-ordinator. The panel will then forward
the best papers to Teeter in the Office
of Research, also home to U of G's
SPARK
(Students
Promoting
Awareness of Research Knowledge)
program, which trains students to
write research articles published on
and off campus.
Among the papers in the inaugural issue is a study on proteins and
genes involved in heart disease written by biochemistry students for a
senior undergrad research course.
The first issue will also include
abstracts from a poster presentation
by students in the Ontario Veterinary College's summer leadership
program.
Similar journals are published by
o ther Canadian universities or departments, including the University
of Lethbridge, the University of British Columbia and Trent University.
The idea stemmed from Teeter's

research experience in OVC and the
School of Engineering. The Ameri-

can Journal of Veterinary Research

will publish an article
he
co-authored with Prof. Ludovic
Boure, Clinical Studies, on minimally invasive biopsies in horses.
Under a senior research project, Teeter is now studying tissue mechanics
with Prof. John Runciman, Engineering, a member of the SURG
advisory board.
"Based on my own research experience, I saw a need for this journal,"
says Teeter. "Not everyone has had
the opportunity five had to publish
their work, Other students are doing
really interesting work that I think
needs a home. This journal will provide that."
Other members of the advisory
board are Liss; Prof. Anthony
Clarke, acting associate vice-president (academic.); Owen Roberts, director of research communications
in the O ffice of Research; and
Catherine Steeves of the library's information technology services.
SURG ls sponsored by the Office of
Research and the library.
Teeter is currently accepting submissions from summer and fall student research projects for the next
issue ofSURG.
For more information, send
e-mail to surg@uoguelph.ca or visit
www.uoguelph.cal-surg.
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Cancer Institute Will Raise
Awareness, Boost Prospects
Continued from page 1

.

treatment display actual clinical
signs and disease progression.
Real-life cases and conditions are often more useful than experimental
animal models, in which scientists
induce single genetic or chemical
changes under artificial conditions,
says Coomber.
While acknowledging the advances made by scientists and clinicians through studying rodents, she
says: "I think a lot of cancer research
has become lost in translation from
mice to humans."
The institute's cancer care centre
will provide diagnostics with advanced imaging and treatment
involving surgery, radiation, chemotherapy and client counselling. Renovations to expand the OVC clinic
and accommodate new equipment
will be supported by a five-year,
SIO-million fundraising campaign
now under way.
Most of that funding is expected
to come through the OVC Pet Trust
Fund, which earlier supported purchase ofa radiation unit and an MRI

for the teaching hospital.
About one-third of visits to
OVCs small-animal clinic involve
cancer referrals, says Woods. The
new institute will help raise awareness of cancer in animals and improve prospects for patients and
clients, he says. "If your cat or dog
has cancer, it's not a death sentence.
There are things we can do."
He recently undertook clinical
trials on a melanoma vaccine for
dogs based on gene therapy developed by cancer researchers at
McMaster University. He's now analyzing the res uhs of that study.
"Melanoma in dogs is similar to
melanoma in people," says Woods,
who last spring completed vel oncology board exams with the American
College of Veterinary Internal Medicine. "If we can show the therapy
works well in dogs, ii could transfer
10 people."
Within the ICCI's research network, investigators from OVC and
across campus will study various aspects of cancer, including tumour

biology, nutritional influences, drug

interactions, palliative care and
counselling, and ethics.
Scientists will also look at envi-

ronmental aspects of cancer, using

companion animals to study human
and environmental health concerns
and probably involving U of G's recently established Centre for Public
Health and Zoonoses.
' 1Dogs can be used as watchdogs
- they can be sentinels for cancer,"

says Coomber. "You're never able to

predict where a solution will come

from. Much ofwhat we hope to learn
will be relevant to any cancer."

The Guelph researchers plan to
work with o ther veterinary cancer
clinics, allowing clinicians to share
information and reducing the need
to transport animals to ave for

clinical research.

A number of private practices in
Canada offer oncology services to
clients. In the United States, similar
animal cancer centres exist at Michigan State University, Colorado State
University and Cornell.

Music Plays Vital Role in Society

Where Are You Now?
A new semester means another chance to win a $50 gift certificate

donated by the U of G Bookstore for recognizing various landmarks
and locations on campus. If you can identify where this photo was
taken, you will have your name entered in a draw to be held at the end

of the semester. Anyone who submits the right answer by Sept. 14 at
4:45 p.m. is eligible for the draw. Send your response to
r.kendall@exec.uoguelph.ca or call Ext. 56982. We also invite readers
to submit their own campus photos for this feature.
PHOTO BY NATE PERKINS

Continued from page I
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m os\ wi.des\?t ead music.al \)ractice
in the world and the lease understood, says Heble. Musicians coUaborate to make real-time creative
decisions so that the creative process is very much in the foreground.
The impetus for "Improvisation,
Community and Social Practice"
sterns from post-1960s forms of experimental jazz. and creative improvised music that work outside
traditional mwical paradigms, he
says. Such forms of improvisation
demand shared responsibility for
participation, an ability to negotiate
differences and a willingness to
accept challenges of risk and
contingency.
Mwic plays a vital role in society, says Heble. "By modelling
forms of social organization, it can
literally help us hear the sound of
change."
As part of the project, researchers will investigate how improvised
music in particular plays a role in
shaping notions of community and
new forms of social organization.
·~sy exploring how mwical improvisation opens up consideration
of such vital issues as human rights,
alternative community formation
and transcultural understanding,
we are getting at issues that are central to the chaUenges of diversity

c
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and socia\ co-o\)etation in Canada,"
he says. "What's particularly exciting about the project is that we're
shaping and defining a brand-new
field of interdisciplinary study, but
one that has historical roots in the
work of improvisatory greats such
as Sun Ra, Horace Tapscott, the Art
Ensemble of Chicago, Archie Shepp
and Pauline Oliveros. Their music
exemplifies participatory virtues of
dialogue, respect and community
building."
Heble is also the founder and ar·
tistic director of the Guelph Jazz
Festival, one of Canada's leading
presenters of improvised music.
The festival is among numerous
community partner groups that will
be involved in the seven-year initiative. Other partners are the Canada
Council for the Arts, the Daniel
Langlois Foundation and the Canadian Centre for Architecture.
The project has three overall research objectives:

for educ.ation, arts funding, intellectual property rights and multi·
culturalism; and

assessing claims made for the social
and cultural impact of improvisation and exploring improvisation-based models for social responsibility and action.
Research will focus on issues raised
by seven areas related to improvisation: law and justice, pedagogy, social
policy, transcultural understanding.
gender and the body, text and media,
and social esthetics. In addition,
working closely with community
partners, researchers will create outreach projects to bring world-class
improvising mwicians together with
youth and disadvantaged groups.
The project outcomes will include
21 colloquia, a summer institute, a research-intensive website, five books
based on the findings, policy papers
and a peer-reviewed electronic journal. A large portion of the grant will
support training opportunities for
revealing the complex structures undergraduate and graduate students
of improvisat:iona1 practices and and post-doctoral researchers.
developing an enriched under"We believe there is huge potential
standing of the multiple social, now to document and demonstrate
political and cultural functions the ways in which creativity and inno·
these practices pla)'i
vation can be vital tools for building
demonstrating the policy impli- sustainable communities, promoting
cations of this new and enriched social co-operation and adapting to
understanding of improvisation unprecedented change," says Hcble.
Hamid M. Siddiqui
Pfllslderll
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Cereal Chair Will Lead
Development of Research,
Educational Programs
Continued from page 1
The Ontario Ministry of Agri- .
culture, Food and Rural Affairs is
providing $750,000 through a rural
economic development program
grant to help people working in industry access the skills development
courses and internships to be offered
through the research chair.
As chair, Seetharaman will lead
the development of a research program, including providing researchbased solutions for issues faced by
the cereals industry, creating education and training programs for the
industry, and developing undergraduate teaching in the cereal technology area. He will also liaise with
cereal indwtry companies and government agencies, and work with industry to develop a centre of
excellence for cereals research.
'~It's an honour to be part of such
a high-calibre research community
here at the University of Guelph and
in the Department of Food Science
in particular," he says.
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Seetharaman notes that there's a
need to add value to the agricultural
sector in northeastern Canada, as
well as to boost the productivity and
quality of commodities produced by
the cereals industry in the region.
"The opportunity exists to build
a multidisciplinary research program that takes advantage of the expertise available in the University
research community, such as plant
breeding and genetics, human n utrition and physical chemistry."
Seetharaman currently heads
Cibus Consulting Inc., a Pennsylvania-based company that applies science-based solutions to food
manufacturing issues. He taught at
Penn State from 2000 to 2006 and
has received more than$ I million in
research grants.
Author of more than 40 journal
articles, book chapters and manuscripts, he has presented some 60 papers around the world and has been
a reviewer or editor for the Journal of
Food Science, Cereal Chemistry and
the Journal of Agriculture and Food
Chemistry. among others.
Seetharaman holds a PhD in food
science from Texas A&M University, a master's degree in food chemistry from Cornell University and a
bachelor's degree from Gujarat Agricultural University in India. He did
post-doctoral research at Iowa State
University.

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
1999 Volvo 570, five cylinders,
four-door sedan, all-wheel drive, silver grey, 100,000 km, safety-

checked, good condition,

ddr@

uoguelph.ca.
1990 Jeep YJ, four-wheel drive, hard
and soft tops, one owner, good
mechanically, will need body work
for safety test, Kim , 905-457- 1769,
kstewaOl@uoguelph .ca or cgyio@
rogers.com.

Three-bedroom condo/townhouse
in south end, 2 lfi baths, finished
basement, walkout to recreational
trail, close to shopping, schools and
40 I, jgusba@uoguelph.ca.
lkea two-drawer computer desk,
light birch, five by three feet; black
leather chair and ottoman, all in
excellent condition, can move for
you if necessary, Karen or Steve,
519-823-5788.

close to bus stop, available for one
year from January 2008, 5l9-83729 15.
Three-bedroom townhowe on Victoria Road, central air, finished basement, parking, private yard,
non-smokers, no pets, lease
required, $1,250 a month plus utilities, 519-843-5728, 519-820-3482 or
dlouttit@uoguelph.ca.
Two-bedroom house to share,
mature female preferred, laundry,
yard, garage, 15 minutes from campus, close to downtown , on bus
route, available Sept. I 5, $600 a
month inclusive, Laura, 519-8204005.

AVAILABLE
Experienced teacher for private
tutoring in French or Spanish, individual or group lessons, some ESL
tutoring available, 519-824-0536 or
dbuchner@uoguelph.ca.

FAMILY MEDIATOR
D. Michael B. Bean Q.C.

Care for your dog in my home while
you travel, 519-836-8086 or
cdemmers@uoguelph.ca.

•
•
•
•

Classifieds is a fr ee service available
to staff, faculty, students, alumni
and retirees of the University. Submit items to Linda Graham on Level
4 of the University Centre, fax to
519-824--7962 or send e-mail to
l.graham@exec.uoguelph.ca.

Tel: 519-824-3095 •Fax: 519-824-3399
email: mbean@sentex.net

IEmLi®MD

Campus Hardware Limited

Furnished one-bedroom apartment
in southwest Paris, France, shorttenn rental; two-bedroom holiday
home in Antibes on French Riviera,
weekly or monthly, Nicole, 519836-6745 or fnmoll@rogers.com.

1027 Gordon Street
Guelph, Ontario N·IG4X l
Tel. (519) 836-3721
Fru. (Sl 9) 831>S664

Helen Maciag

WANTED

illmrrpus ,!flrU:S2flRm-t

White LG dishwash er, white Whirl-

pool rangehood/microwave, both
one year old, Pam, 519-780-1747.
Two-storey house on quiet treelined street, three bedrooms, view
virtual tour at property guys.com,
1D 11611 7, 519-763-4409 or
bc.ardow@uoguelph.ca.
Gently used fall and winter clothing,

A live-out nanny/housekeeper to
assist stay-at-home mom with oneyear-old twins and two older siblings, three to four days a week from
11 a. m. to 6:30 p.m., located close to
Eramosa and Delhi, accessible by
public transit, CPR/first aid and
driver's licence are assets, references
required, Anna-Lisa, 519-822-6942,

JS llARVARD RO/\O
GUELPH. ON
NIG 3A2

ISSAC GERGS
Pharmal')' ManagN

Tul (519) 823-5511
Fax· (519) 823-2i79

or Ben, bbradsha@uoguelpb .ca.

-----=-----. ,-------------::1-----------,

Sept. 22, 9 a.m. to noon, tnree-vvu'.:.--===========~--......
lows United Church, 577 Willow
Rd., call 519-822-7690 for more
infonnation.

FOR RENT
Furaished three-bedroom house,
suitable for family or visiting faculty,
within walking distance of campus,

Part-time child care fo r seven-yearold starting in September, 1O to 12
shifts a month, nights and days
(before and after school). some early
starts and overnights, Kortright/
Gordon area, references and criminal background check required,
must have own transportation, Brie,
bcheezee@hotmail.com.

fair, fa st, friendly, affordable
35 years practising fa mily law
now acting exclusively as a mediator/arbitrator
Member · ADR Institute Ont.
- Family Mediation Canada
-Ont. Assn. For Family Mediation

For information
about paid
advertising in
At Guelph, call
Scott Anderson at
519-827-9169.
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THE CARTRIDGE REFILLERS
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some re.saictions apply

I

519-821-28281

with this coupon
ask sC1fHor dHal/s
I
---------------------------

I

More than you wished for. More fun, more value
on your next vacation.

When you book wit h Royal City America n Expressos Travel, choose from a variety of vacations
with complimentary options• that ca n make your next holiday even more than you wished for.

*'j1oii. ddatU ealJ, ...

ROYAL CITYTRAVEL .B

763-3520

AT GUELPH

ON. R111J. NBR027163•U

:15

:

Stone Road Mall
Near Pina Pina

MONTESSORI

ROYAL PLAZA (Norfolk & Paisley) Guelph
www.royalcitytravel.com

\
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Full- & half-day programs for 2 1/2 to 5 years
After-school program to 6 p.m.
Large gym & outdoor play area
Enhanced reading, writing & math
French, music, art & physical education
Social sklll development In famlly setting

PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR
SOCIAL AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS

519-821-5876

(located in Dublin Street United Church)
68 Suffolk Street West, Guelph N1H 2J2
www.montessori-school.ca

EVENTS
ARBORETUM
Horticulturist Sean Fox leads workshops on shrub iden1ification Oct. 4
and 5 and tree identification Oct. 11

and 12. They run from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Cost is $50. Registration and

payment are required by Sept. 20
and Sept. 27, respectively. Call Ext.
52358.
The annual dedication service for
the Wall-Custance Memorial Forest

is Sept. 23 at 2:30 p.m. For more
information, call Ext. 52113.

CONCERTS
The Thursday at Noon concert series
kicks offSept. 27 with Musica Amici,
featuring Carolyn Stronks Zeyl on

flute, soprano Tannis Sprott and
keyboardist Mark McDowell. The

series continues Oct. 4 with Andy

Klaehn and Friends. Concerts are in
MacKinnon 107. Admission is free,

but donations are welcome.

CONFERENCE
"TransCanada

Two:

Literatwe,

Institutions, Citizenship," an interdisciplinary conference on the study
of Canadian literature and culture,
runs Oct. 11 to 14 at U ofG. Plenary
speakers include scholars from
Japan, England, India, Germany, the
\ ln\\ed S.u..\cs 'U\d Ca.nada. ¥ot m ot e

information,
canadas.ca.

visit

Mvw.tr.ms

NOTICES
OccupationaJ HeaJth Services is
offering a free lunchtime exercise
program called "The Better 'U"'
beginning Oct. 10. It runs Mondays
and Wednesdays from noon to I
p.m.
Activities offered include
stretching, leisure walking. power
walking, running and Nordic walking. There's also a learn-to-run program. Participants meet in front of
the PoweU Building. For more information or to register, call Ext. 52647
or send e-mail to aeleveld@
uoguelph.ca.
Prof. Andrea Buchholz., Family Relations and Applied Nutrition, director of the Body Composition and
Metabolism Lab, is hosting an officiaJ opening of the lab Sept. 21 from
I to 4 p.m. A ribbon cutting is
planned for 2 p.m. The lab is located
in Powell 206. Everyone is welcome.
The
Environmental
Science
Research Initiative is calling for proposals by Sept. 21. Details about the

• Renovating

SYMPOSIUM

program, the application process
and previously funded projects are
available at www.envsci.uoguelph.
ca/research/esri.

The Department of Molecular and
Cellular Biology is hosting a free
public symposium on "Biofilms,
Geomicrobiology and Bacterial CeU
Surfaces" in honour and recognition
of Prof. Terry Beveridge for his scientific achievements in microbiology and bacterial cell surface
research. It runs Sept. 29 from 8:30
a.m. to 4: 15 p.m. in Mac;Naughton
113. A wine-and-cheese reception
will follow in the science complex
atrium. The day will conclude with a
dinner receptio n. For more information or to register for the symposium, contact Ryan Hunter at Ext.
58904 or rhunteOI@uoguelph.ca.

OVC students who participated in
Global Vets 2007 will discuss their
experiences Sept. 18 and 20 from 7
to 9 p.m. in OVC 1714. This summer, teams of students volunteered
in East Africa, South America and
Southeast Asia.
Project Serve, which gives U of G
students an opportunity to spend a
half-day volunteering with a community organization and connect
that experience with what they're
learning at university, runs Sept. 29.
For more information, contact
Emily Reed in Student Life at
ereed@uoguelph.ca.

TEACHING SUPPORT
To register for Teaching Support
Services programs or to obtain
more information, visit www.
tss.uoguelph.ca. If you have questions, call Mary Nairn, Ext. 53571.

No Wrong Notes, a non-auditioned,
non-performing, non-instrumental
group, is seeking women who love to
sing. The emphasis is on learning
through listening and singing for
enjoyment. Women of all levels of
singing ability and experience are
welcome. The group meets once a
week at noon. For more information, contact Maryann Kope by Sept.
21 at Ext. 58313 or mkope@
uoguelph.ca.

TSS is offering a hands-on workshop
o n i>Clickers Sept. 13.
O n Sept. 19, a series of information/discussion sessions on Blackboard (formerly WebCT) kicks off
with "Conferencing in the Blackboard Environment."

Registration for intramural sports
continues Sept. 12 and 13 from
12:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Athletics
Centre. Late registration will be
takenuntil Sept. 14 at4p.m., butlate
fees will apply and space is not guaranteed.

A. hands-on workshop c.alled "Blackboard Course Setup: A Guided
Approach" runs Sept. ZJ.

The Stress Management and High
Performance Clinic offers a 12-session program in relaxation and
stress management skills beginning
Sept. 25 at 5:30 p.m. in OVC 1691. A
five-session better sleep program
meets Tuesdays at 7:30 p.m. in UC
442 beginning Oct. 2. For infonnation or to register, pick up a pamphlet at the Info Desk on UC Level I,
visit www.uoguelph.ca/-ksomers or
leave a message at Ext. 52662.

SEMINARS
The Department of Physics launches
its fall seminar series with Scott
Prosser of the University of Toronto
discussing "Next-Generation LnF3
Contrast Agents for Medical Imaging'" Sept. 18. On Sept. 25, Colin
Denniston of the University of
Western Ontario considers "Modelling Particle Dynamics in Complex
Fluids." The seminars begin at 4
p.m . in science complex I 511 .

•

Allergies

Blackboard drop-in clinics continue
twice a week - Wednesday from 1
to 2:30 p.m. and Thursday from 2:30
to 4 p.m . - in Mclaughlin 200-A.
For teaching assistants who will be
handling online Blackboard courses,
TSS is offering hour-long workshops
Sept. 12 and 14.
On Sept. 26, TSS presents "True
Colours: A Personality Dimensions
Workshop" for faculty, sessionals,
TAs, graduate students and instructional support staff.
TSS's luncheon series for new (or
nearly new) faculty begins Sept. 19
with a welcome to TSS.

THESIS DEFENCES
The final examination of M.Sc. candidate Jacqueline Porter, Integrative
Biology, is Sept. 12 at 2 p.m. in science complex 3317. The thesis is
"The
Effects
of Earthworm
(Lumbricus terrestris) Activity on
Phosphorus Availability in an

Fresh Start

Ontario Podzol." The advisers are
Profs. Ron Brooks and John
Klironomos.
The final examination of Kirit Patel,
a PhD candidate in the rural studies
program, is Sept. 13 at 1:30 p.m. in
Landscape ArchiteGture 143. The
thesis is "Cultivating Diversity of
Farm: Examining De Facto Conservation of Agrobiodiversity in a
Tribal Region of Western India."
The adviser is
Prof.
Sally
Humphries, Sociology and Anthropology.
The final examination of Frank Sena
Arku, a PhD candidate in the rural
studies program, is Sept. 14 at 1 p.m.
in Landscape Architecture 143. The
thesis is "Water, Time and Gender:
Assessing the Impact of a Water Project in Rural Ghana." The adviser is
Prof. Glen Filson, Environmental
Design and Rural Development.
The final examination of M.Sc.
candidate Lauren MacDonald of the
Department oflntegrative Biology is
Sept. 18 at 2 p.m. in science complex
3317. The thesis is "Exploring
Potential Mechanisms Mediating
Cryptobia-Jnduced Anorexia in
Rainbow Trout ( Oncorliyndiu.s
mykiss)." The advisers are Profs. Patrick Woo and Nicholar Bernier.
The final examination of Beth Cravc:n-Thu .», a PhD candidate in tho

Department of Psychology, is Sept.
24 at 10 a.m. in Johnston 104. The
thesis is "Anxiety-Related Threat
Processing: Delayed Disengagement
of Attention and Cardiac Reactions
to Emotional Pictures." The adviser
is Prof. Heidi Bailey.
The final examination of PhD candidate Andrea Brown, Psychology, is
Sept. 28 at 10 a.m. in Johnston 104.
The thesis is "Gambling and SelfRegulation." The adviser is Prof. Ian
Newby-Clark.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Third
Age Learning Guelph
launches its 40th season of Wednesday lectures at the Arboretum Centre Sept. 19. The theme of the morning series, which begins at IO a.m. is
"China - The Next Superpower."
Prof. Terry Crowley, chair of the
Department of History, kicks off the
series with his talk on "Bound Feet
and Broken Bikes: An Encounter
With Post-Mao China." The afternoon series at 1:30 p.m. will foGus on
"Philosophies of the East and West."
For registration information, call

• Moving

5 19-826-9813 or visit the website

www.thirdageleamingguelph.ca.
The Guelph-Wellington branch of
the Architectural Conservancy of
Ontario is hosting a free public lecture with Guelph architect David
McAuley Sept. 19 at 7 p.m. at the
Turfgrass Institute. He will discuss
"Built to Last: Green and Healthy
Architecture."
A public debate on the 0Gt. 10 provincial referendum that will ask
O ntarians to choose between the
existing electoral system (first past
the post) or the proposed alternative
(mixed member proportional) will
be held Sept. 17 at 1:30 p.m . at Harcourt Memorial United Church.
Presenters are Prof. Bill Christian,
Political Science, and Sheila
O'Reilly, a member of Fair Vote
Canada.
The Guelph Festival of Moving
Media is looking for volunteers to
help out at the event, which runs
Nov. 2 to 4. Meetings for prospective
volunteers will be held Sept. 19 at 8
p.m in the Bookshelf Green Room
and Sept. 22 at 10:30 a.m . at the
gazebo in Royal City Park. For more
information, send e-mail to wendy.
girc@gmail.com or visit www.
guelphfilmfest.org.
The Wellington County branch of
the Oui.MIO veneaiogicaJ Society
meets Sept. 25 at 7:30 p.m . at Goldstone United Church in Goldstone.
Discussion will focus on "Beginning
Genealogy" and "Using Alternate
Sources for Researching the Bowley
and Rose Families, Garafraxa." For
directions, call 519-822-2460.
The Guelph Arts Council's guided
walking tours of historical Guelph
continue Sundays at 2 p.m . until
Oct. 21. For information, call 519836-3280, send e-mail to gac@
sentex.net or visit the website www.
guelpharts.ca/guelphartscouncil.
The Glass Guild of Guelph m eets
monthly on alternating ifuesdays
and Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at Knox
Presbyterian Church, 20 Q uebec St.
The next meeting is Oct. 2. For more
information, send e-mail to
glass@guelpharts.ca.
BioEntcrprise is hosting an expert
panel on "Managing Intellectual
Property" Sept. 20 from I to 4:30
p.m. at the Guelph Holiday Inn. For
registration details, visit www.
bioenterprise.ca.

•New Baby

CARPET &
S~E~. AIR DUCT CLEANING
FURNITURE CLEANING
Iota! cleai
& resioralion
Breathe cleaner air
Nobody Cleans Better Than Steamatic

~'6" Call Us 519-836-7340

Trusted Since 1988

AT GUELPH
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