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U of G Gets Stronger
Voice on Environment
New campus institute to connect environmental research, policy
BY ANDREW VOWLES

E

new body is also intended to help feed U ofG environmental research into policy development at the
provincial, national and international levels.
enVlfonmental sciences research, teaching
Referring to such challenges as climate change,
and policy s upport is the goal of a new initiative
loss of species diver.sity and land-use planning,
that will see a major environmental institute
Hilts says: "Environmental soience is applied scilaunched on campus this month.
ence. We've got problems to deal with."
The Guelph Institute for the Environment
As director of the institute, Anderson will spend
(GIE). to be headed part time by former federal enone week each month in Blackwood Hall, working
vironment minister David Anderson, will help
with an associate director and a manager. He says
connect University research with policy-makers at
he views the institute as a critical tool for sharing
all three levels of government, says Prof. Stew Hilts,
scientific information with policy-makers at
chair of the Department of Land Resource Science
various levels.
and acting associate dean of the Faculty of
"How does the scientific work get fed into the
Environmental Sciences (FES).
system? It's often less struotured than you'd exThe institute will be launched Feb. 28 and will
pect."
reside administratively in FES.
Referring to more than a decade he spent in the
Hilts says the GIE will help launch discussions
federal cabinet, including seven years as minister of
about environmental issues with the city and rethe science-based departments of Fisheries and
gion, establish ties with non-governmental organiOceans and Environment, Anderson says: "We
zations and spark public discussion of policy issues,
weren 't aJways working as effectively as we could
perhaps through establishment of a regular
have with science people from the university
environmental forum.
community."
Locally, the institute might help U of G reDrawing on his wide-ranging political experisearchers explore ideas for joint environmental
ence and his background in environmental constudies with City of Guelph officials or area consersulting and public administration, he plans to help
vation authorities on such topics as land-use planGuelph take on a stronger role in environmental Former federal environment minister David Anderson plans to help the University
ning, water resources management, waste
policy-making. His job, he says, will be not so much take on a stronger role in environmental policy-making.
management and community development. The
PHOTO BY ROSS DAVIDSON·PILON
See ANDERSON on page 14
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Four to Go Abroad With Leave for Change
First U of G employees selected to participate in international volunteer program are headed for Botswana and Nepal

M

President Alastair Summerlee
OST
PEOPLE
look to
entertain themselves while says the selection of U of G's fi.rst
on holiday from work, but for a four Leave for Change participants is
dedicated quartet of U of G exciting news and something the enemployees, vacation time this year tire University should celebrate.
"These four employees have an
will involve making a difference
incredible opportunity to make a
abroad.
Frebis Hoffmeyer of the College difference in communities halfway
of Management and Economics, around the world, and it will unWayne Johnston of the U of G Li- doubtedly be an amazing profesbrary, Michael Levy of the Office of sional and personal experience," he
Research and Sean Yo of Computing
and Communications Services have
been selected to participate in Leave
for Change, a program that promotes short-term volunteer opportunities for people to help out with
FORMER Ontario Veterinary
meaningful projects in international
College professor is returning
settings.
to Guelph as director of the new
Guelph is the fust university in
Centre for Public Health and
English-speaking Canada this year to
Zoonoses.
Jan Sargeant will begin
participate in Leave for Change,
which is run through Uniterra, an her appointment June l, says OVC
international initiative created by dean Elizabeth Stone.
"Dr. Sargeant brings with her a
World University Service of Canada
great deal of experience in the public
and Centre d'Ctude et de cooperahealth realm in Canada and the
tion internationale.
United States, and I look forward to

says. "While taking part in their respective assignments, they will be
gaining valuable new skills and understanding, and they will bring that
new knowledge back to Guelph to
share with the community so we can
all benefit."
Summerlee adds that he hopes
local companies and the municipal
government will become interested
in joining U of G in offering the

Leave for Change program.
"My goal is to create a sense of
community in the city of Guelph
where we demonstrate our overriding concern for international communities that are less fortunate than
we are."
Here on campus, there was no
shortage of employees willing to volunteer their services when they were
invited to participate in Leave for

Change, says Martha Harley, assistant
vice-president
(human
resources), whose office oversaw the
application and selection process led
by Uniterra.
"It is typical of the Guelph spirit
that there were more applicants fhan
places available," says Harley, "so
candidates actually had to be interviewed for these positions. It was
See MAKING on page 14

Former OVC Prof to Lead New Centre

A

her leadership as director of the centre," says Stone.
Sargeant holds a DVM, M.Sc. and
PhD from Guelph and is currently
an associate professor in the Department of Clinical Epidemiology and
Biostatistics at McMaster Univer·
sity.
Established in late 2006, the Cenue for Public Health and Zoonoses
embodies the expanding role of vet-
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erinary medicine in protecting and
enhancing the health of animals,
people and the environment, says
Stone.
The centre will co·ordinate the
activities of a consortium of researchers from OVC and across the
University, as well as various government agencies. It will promote new
collaborative research to solve problems in public health at the hu-

man/animal interface.
The centre will also play a key
role in OVC's undergraduate and
graduate programs, expanding the
numbers of highly trained public
health personnel, says Stone.
"This will be a new and exciting
venture for all members of our community as we continue to expand
our critical involvement in public
health."
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SCUP Supports Delaying
Preliminary MTCU Budget

T THE JAN. 30 MEETI NG OF SENATE, th e Senate

Committee on University Planning (SCUP)
reported that it supported the president's
recommendation to Board of Governors that the
preliminary 200712008 Ministry of Training, Colleges
and Universities (MTCU) budget be delayed until June.
SCUP chair Prof. John Livem ois1 Economics, said
there's still uncertainty surrowHling information both
for 2006/2007 MTCU operating grants and for the
upcoming budget year. (See Jan. 31 At Guelph article
"Uncertainty Surrounds MTCU Budget Funcling.")
Student senators asked Summerlee if, based on what
information is known, there's an y chance U of G won' t
take the maximum tuition fee increase as allowed by the

7 66-7676

Volunteers Wanted

province. The president responded that, although

mucb budget information is still unclear, given the current outlook, Guelph will probably need to implementa
tuition increase close to the allowed maximum. He en-

couraged the students and other Senate members to
continue with advocacy efforts aimed at pressing the
government for more funding for higher education.
In other business, Senate approved a new
stand-alone doctoral program in philosophy. U of G
has been offering a PhD as po.rt of a joint program with

McMaster University and Wilfrid Laurier University
for more than 34 years. Following numerous discussions with the department's graduate studies committee, faculty and students, it was determined that a
stand-alone program would best serve the University's
needs.
Summerlee also reported that the Chancellor Selection Committee will be presenting its report to the Senate Executive Committee (SEC) shortly, with a
recommended nomination for chancellor. It's expected
that SEC will present this nomination to Senate for balloting at the March 6 meeting.

T he Department of Psych ology a l the University of

~

Waterloo is currently seeking volunteers for a study

of sexual altitudes.

Who?

We a re looking for adults 25 years of age and
older lo pa rtic ipa te .

What?

Comple ting questionnaires a bout your
personality, mood a nd a ttitudes towards
different aspects of human sexuality. The study
takes about 3 0 minutes.

\\'he r e?

The questionnaires are completed on1ine at a
computer wherever you choose. The survey is
password-protected lo ensure confidentiality.
All participants may enter a draw for one of five
SSO cash prizes.

purdlab@watarts.uwaterloo.ca

This siudy hos been reviewed by and received elhics clearance from the

University of Wnlerloo Office of Reseatch Elhi.cs.
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DtMllrioMonrtUD"
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Goal is to improve the health and protection of athletes

T

BY LORI BONA H UNT

For more information or to volunteer, e-mail Christina at
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Sports Physician Pens
New IOC Policy on Sexual
Harassment and Abuse

Telephone: (519) 826-4774

Olympic
Committee (IOC) has adopted
a "consensus statement" on sexual
harassment and abuse that was
written by Dr. Margo Mountjoy of
the University's Health and Performance Centre in conjunction
with experts from around the world.
The document defines the problems, identifies risk factors and provides guidelines for resolution and
prevention . It also says that every
sport association should have in
place codes of practice, education
and training, monitoring and evaluation systems and support mechanisms.
"Our goal is to improve the
health and protection of athletes
through the promotion of effective
preventive policy," says Mountjoy, a
sports physician at Guelph for 19
years and a member of the IOC's
Medical Commission for the past
nvo years.
"We also want to increase awareness of these problems and encourage early intervention among the
HE

INTERNATIONAL

people in the entourage of the athletes."
Research shows that sexual harassment and abuse happen in all
sports and at all levels, with a greater
prevalence in elite sport, according
to the IOC. Studies have also shown
that people who are in positions of
power and authority over young athletes are the primary perpetrators.
The risk of harassment and abuse is
greater when there's a lack of protection and a lack ofawareness, the roe
says.
"Sexual harassment and abuse seriously and negatively affect an athlete's physical and psychological
health and his or her performance,"
says Mountjoy. "No sport is immune to these problems. Everyone
in sport shares the responsibility of
identifying and preventing sexual
harassment and abuse and developing a culture of dignity, respect and
safety in sport."
The consensus statement is the
outcome of a conference on "Sexual
Harassment and Abuse in Sport"
held in Switzerland last fall that
Mountjoy planned and co-ordi-

nated. Participants included leading
sports psychologists, sociologists,
psychiatrists and international policy experts, as well as elite athlete
advocates.
The document was written with
help from IOC members, sports experts, psychologists and scholars
from around the world, including
Canada, Japan, Hong Kong, Australia and the Netherlands. Mountjoy is
overseeing distribution and dissemi·
nation of the information.
"I hope this statement is the be·
ginning of bringing a program beyond the borders of Canada to the
greater global sporting community,"
she says.
Mountjoy is also ohair of the
Federation Internationale de Natation (PINA), the international
organization that governs all aquatic
sports. She conducted doping testing
for FINA during the 2004 Olympic
Games.
ln addition, she was the physician
for Canada's synchronized swim
team at the 2000 Olympic Games in
Sydney and the 2004 Garnes in
Athens.

The next issue of At Guelph appears
Feb. 28. Copy deadline is Feb. 20.
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NOMINATIONS SOUGHT
FOR 'LAST LECTURE'
Leadership Eduration and Development, Student Life and Counselling Services, and Alumni Affairs

are calling for nominations of faculty members and graduating students to give the ' 11.ast Leoture" in
April. This year's theme is "This
Above All: To Thine Own Self Be
1'rue," reflecting U of G's involvement in the ' 1Shakespeare - Make

in Canada'' festival. Nomination

deadline is Feb. 16. For more in{or-

mation and nomination forms,
visit www.studentlife.uoguelph.ca
/lead/JastJecture.ofm.

SCHMIDT NAMED DIRECTOR OF
U OF G LEARNING COMMONS
A number of changes in the administrative and organizational structute of U of G's .Leaming Commons went into effect Jan. L Nancy

Schmidt 'has been named director,
with overall responsibility for
developing, co-ordinating and
directing Leaming Commons programs that foster successful learn-

ing on campus. She is now reporting to the associate vice-president
(academic).

STUDENT ENGINEERS
HOST FUNDRAISING GALA
The U of G Chapter of Engineers
Without Borders is hosting its fust
fundraisinggala, called "Red, White
and Gouda,'' March 11 from 6 to IO
p.m. at the Guelph Youth Music
Centre. The evening will include
wine tastings, live music and a silent
auction of African art. ll'ickets are
$25. For information, call Ext.
52440, send e-mail to uogudph@
ewb.ca or visit Mvw.uoguelph.ewb.
oa.

RELAY FOR LIFE SEEKS
TEAMS TO PARTICIPATE
U of G's Relay for Life, a 12-hour
non-competitive overnight event to
raise money for the Canadian Cancer Sodety, is looking for teams to
participate in the March 31 event at
Alumni Stadium. T earns must have
10 members, wjth each required to
raise at least $100 in pledges. Proceeds go to fund cancer research,
support programs and advocacy.
Last year's U of G participants
raised $57,000. For more information, send e-ma.il to guelph
relay@hotmail.com or visit www.
uoguelph.ca/- relay.

KUDOS FOR URBAN DESIGN
The City of Guelph and the Guelph
Development Association recently
presented Excellence in Urban
Design Awards to the Village by the
Arboretum and to the AgriCentre
located in U of Gs Research Park.

DRAMA STUDENTS STAGE
ROMEO AND JULIET
As part of its contribution to the
Sbakespeare: Made in Canada"
festival, U of G's drama program
presents Shakespeare's Romeo and
Juliet March 20 to 24 at the George
Luscombe Theatre. Directed by
Prof. Ann Wilson and designed by
Prof. Pat Flood, the production will
run nightly at 8 p.m., with a matinee
March 24 at 2 p.m. Tickets are $7
and $9 and can be purchased by

11

oalling Exl. 53147.

Sharing Hope, Stories
Free public forum to give inside look at AIDS situation in Africa

N

BY DAYID DIOENZO
UMBERS DON'T TELL the entire

story when it comes to Africa's
AlDS pandemic. Members of the
University and Guelph communities
will get a more in-depth picture of
the crisis at a free public forum called
"Sharing Hope: Stories From
'Fsepong" March 5 on campus.
Tthe forum, which is being held in
conjunction with U of G's ongoing
Masai Project: For Africa, for AlDS,
for Hope, runs from 12:30 to 2 p.m.
in Peter Clark Hall and will feature
stories from doctors and volunteers
on the front lines in Africa.
"I believe we are too often bomb arded with statistics about the pandemic, and we rarely have the
opportunity to hear real stories
about the situation in countries like
Lesotho," says James VanderBerg of
U of G's Multi-Faith Resource
Team. "This forum is an opportunity to hear those stories and begin
the work of translating them into
much-needed change. At stake is our
ability to listen to and understand

the principles and values required to
address this pandemic."
Scheduled to speak at the event
are:
Murray MacKenzie, a founding
member of the OHAfrica board
and former member of the On·
tario Hospital Association board,
who returned from Lesotho in
January;
Jamie White, a pediatric registered nurse who recently completed a one-year posting at the
Tsepong HIV clinic in Lesotho;
Dr. Brian Cornelson, an HIV primary-care physician and director
of the HIV family practice clinics
at St. Michael's Hospital in Toronto, who also worked at the
Tsepong clinic; and
Guelph
doctor
Anne-Marie
Zajd.lik, who is spearheading the
city-wide Masai Project to raise $1
million for an AIDS clinic in Lesotho.
U ofG'sMasai Project is one part
of that initiative. The Universitfs
goal is to raise $100,000, largely

through the sale of $5 red and white
beaded bracelets that are handmade
by a rural women's co-operative in
Eshowe in KwaZulu-Natal, Africa.
To date, the University has raised
dose to $50,000, says Claire Alexander, special projects co-ordinator.
"We're only halfway to our goal, so
it's important for members of the
University community to realize that
this campaign is still going on and
that we still need their support."
The bracelets are available at the
U of G Bookstore, and although the
March S forum is free, organizers are
encouraging participants to buy a
bracelet in lieu of admission .
In addition to the speakers, the
forum will include a questionand-answer session and singing by
student
Alexander
Kalirnbira.
Zajdlik will also discuss the synergy
happening among the Guelph com munity, the University and her nonprofit organization.
lhe three of us are working together, and the impact it's having is
amazing," says Alexander.

Students Take Classroom on
the Road During Reading Week
Project Serve participants to learn about hurricane relief, native bfe, homeless, AIDS

R

BY RACHELLE COOPER
ATHER THAN SPEND Reading
Week on a beach or catching
up on assignments, more than 100
Guelph students will dedicate their
week off from olasses Feb. 19 to 23 to
helping with hurricane relief efforts,
learning about native life and HIVI
AIDS and working with homeless
at-risk youth.
The students are participating in
Project Serve Canada, an alternative
Reading
Week
program
coordinated by the citizenship and
community engagement unit in the
University's Student Life office. Four
groups will spend the week doing
volunteer work in Hattiesburg,
Miss.; Nawash and Moose Factory,
Ont.; and Calgary. A fifth group will
remain in Guelph.
"The student response to Project
Serve Canada has been incredibly
positive,"
says
Emily
Reed,
co-ordinator of citizenship and
community engagement. "The program gives students an opportunity

to personally experience and engage
in social issues that they may have
previously encountered only in the
classroom."
In Mississippi, U of G students
will partner with students from the
University of Southern Mississippi
(USM) aod Habitat for Humanity to
help build a house, dean up debris
from hurricane Katrina and record
the post-Katrina reconstruction stories of Mississippi residents under
the guidance of USM's oral history
department.
U of G's 2006 Project Serve Mississippi was honoured with an Innovation Award from the Student
Affairs and Services Association, a
division of the Canadian Association
of College and University Student
Services.
Another Guelph group will travel
to Nawash, a First Nation reserve on
the Bruce Peninsula, where they will
work with a number of local organizations, including the day-care centre, the band office and Native Child
Welfare, to learn about the history

For the Record

W

were dosed
for 2006, the U of G United
Way campaign posted a total of
$392,901 contributed by the
Univers ity community. The campus
goal was $370,000.
The overall United Way of
Guelph and Wellington raised more
than $2.5 million in 2006; those
HEN THE BOOKS

funds have been allocated to some 50
agencies and 80 community-based
programs. ln part because of the increase in giving at U of G, three new
agencies received United Way funds:
Breaststrokes, the Alzheimer Society
of Guelph and Wellington and the
North Wellington Senior Council.
Highlights of the campus cam-
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TOXICOLOGIST HONOURED
Prof. Keith Solomon, Environmental Biology, received the 2006
'Founder's Award from the Society
of Environmental Toxicology and
Chemistry (SETAC) in Novembe<.
The award is SETAC's highest honour and is presented to an individual with an outstanding career in
environmental sciences. Solomon
has more than 30 years' experience
in research, risk assessment and
teaching in environmental toxicology and pesticide science, has contributed to more than 200 peerreviewed research papers and 30
book chapters, and has supervised
or co·supervised 62 graduate stu·
dents. He also serves on advisory
committees related to environmental toxicology in Canada, the United
States and Europe.

OAC PROF RECOGNIZED
Prof. Jorge Nef, School of EnVironmental Design and Rural Development, was recently recognized for
his lifetime achievements in teaching and research by the Canadian
Association of Professors ofSpanish
and Portuguese. He gave the key·
note presentation at the association's conference, disrnssing 'The
Subsidiary State and Education and
a Market Commodity."

BLA STUDENTS CAPTURE
TOP SPOTS FOR DESIGN
Three teams of undergraduate landscape architecture students earned
the top spots in the Ontario Stone,
Sand and Gravel Association srudent desjgn competition. Top honaw:s we.n\. \() '011i:n \\"1.\ttc:m. 'tt-a.'l\$

Kanellos and Adam Zaremb.I for
their project> "Restoring Gharac·
and social realities of the aboriginal
ter." Second prize was awarded to
community.
Katherine
Evans,
Alexandra
In Moose Factory, located 20
Hossfeld and Suzanne Roth for
kilometres from James Bay, students
their project, "Food for Thought."
will partner with the Mennonite
Sarah Emberley, Brin Pietersma and
Central Committee to learn about
Justin Pape captured third prize for
the h.istory of the area and the com "Unearthing Life."
munity vision of the Mushkegowuk '-~----~--~-
First Nations.
The group travelling to Calgary
The following appointments were
will work with an agency that suprecently announced at U of G:
ports homeless and at-risk youth.
• Allison Bridgman, program
They will learn about poverty issues
assistant, Leadership and Commufrom those who manage the agency,
nity Engagement, Student Life and
as well as those who turn to it for
Counselling Services, Student
help. The students will a:.lso spend a
Affairs
night in the streets bringing food to
•Trevor DeVries, assistant profeshomeless youth and talking to them
sor, Department of Animal and
about which resources they're
Poultry Science
accessing.
The group remaining in Guelph
• Effie Gatsinos, assistant registrar.
will host students from the Universtudent recruitment, Office of
sity of Calgary. Together, they will
Registrarial Services
receive training in HIV/AJDS issues
• Bertilla Moroni, secretary,
from the AJDS Committee of
School of Fine Art and Music
Guelph-Wellington and will develop
a workshop that they'll facilitate in
•Beth Parker, professor and seoior
Guelph high sohools.
industrial chair in environmental

•

paign included an increase in
leadership giving, with 98
people contributing SI,000 or
more, and a record $40,668
raised through special events.

science, School of Engineering
• Nicole Shepard, liaison officer,
national recruitment, Office of
Registrarial Services.

IN MEMORIAM
Albert Nightingale> a retired staff
member in the Office of
Regist:rarial Services, died Feb. 3 at
the age of 77. He was employed at ;
the University from 1966 to 1991
and is survived by three nieces.

Sicl< of Treatment
Psychology prof hopes studies of marijuana compounds will help cancer patients cope better with chemotherapy
BY DAVlD DICENZO

U

Prof.
Linda Parker, Psychology,
doesn't mind being around rats. The
behaviouraJ scientist first took an
interest in the rodents as an
undergraduate at California State
University at Long Beach back in the
NUKE

MOST

PEOPLE,

early 1970s. She was intrigued with
experimental psychologist John

Garcia's studies of conditioned taste
aversion in rats. He found that the
animals quickly deveJoped an
aversion to food that was
accompanied by a nausea-inducing
stimulus, and that the aversion
persisted for a long time.
Parker says Garcia's work came at
a time when behaviourism was rampant, and the impact on the academic community-and her-was
significant.
''It shook up the rules of learning," says Parker, a Tier l Canada
Research Chair who arrived at
Guelph last summer. "At the time, it
was thought 1.llat, for an animal to
learn a relationship between two
stimuli, the stimuli couldn't be separated for more than a second. But
Garcia showed that, when those
stimuli are biologically meaningful,
such as food and sickness, rats will
learn even when the stimuli are separated by hours. Rats learn to avoid
rlie food in a single trial, and the
memoIY cif that tti~ remai.I)s
rhrougliout chefr lifespan."

More than 30 years later, Parker
has made her own contributions to
the field of behaviowal neuroscience, taking it to new levels. She
comes to U of G after spending 17
years at Wilfrid Laurier University,
which followed stints at the-University of New Brunswick and Laurentian University. Jn the late 1990s, she
also served as dean of graduate studies and research at Humboldt State
University in California for a year.
Her first exposure to Canada
came when she went to Memorial
University in Newfoundland to do
her PhD with Sam Revusky, Canada's best-known taste-aversion researcher at the time. She quickly fell
in love with the country.
Parker says she's most comfortable doing research, which is why she

Controlling anticipatory nausea in cancer patients is the goal of research
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

by Prof. Linda Parker.

left her position at Humboldt to return to Laurier. "The most fun part
of this job is the data," she says.
"Good data are the high of the job.
That's what drives us all."
A large part of her work has been
devoted to examining anticipatory
nausea in chemotherapy patients, a
situation where patients become sick
when they return to the hospital environment where they previously received their cancer treatment.
Current anti-nausea treatments are
ineffective in counteracting thls type
of nausea, she says.

Parker bas researched the effect
that two compounds found in marijuana - THC and cannabidiol have in mitigating the nausea. To aid
in the studies, she began using house
musk shrews, which have the ability
to vomit, unlike rats, which experience only gaping when they feel ill.
The shrews are found naturally in
the Philippines, Japan and Australia,
and her colony is now housed at
Guelph's Central Animal Facility.
What Parker found in her research is that both THC and
cannabidiol suppress vomiting in

the shrews and gaping in the rats.
The difference is that THC has an intoxicating effect and cannabidiol
does not. Those results are consistent with evidence from humans who
claim that smoking marijuana prior
to a treatment helps prevent nausea.
Her work in this area caught the
attention of Raphael Mechoulam of
the Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
who is credited with identifying
THC back in 1964 and whose lab also
discovered anandamide, the "brain's
own THC," in the early 1990s.
"Out of the blue, through snail
mail of all things, a letter appeared in
my mailbox from the Hebrew University," she says. "I opened it up and
it said: 'Dr. Parker, I read with interest yow paper. I. too, am a
cannabinoid researcher.' That was
an understatement because he's the
person who discovered the whole
thing."
Parker ended up collaborating
with the 76-year-old Mechoulam,
publishing a series of papers via
e-mail before the two finally met at a
conference of the International
Cannabinoid Research Society in
California a few years back. Their
collaboration also got her interested
in the role that anandamide, a natural cannabinoid, plays in controlling
nausea.
"The discovery ofanandamide in
the '90s was like the discovery of
CE.dorphins in the '70s," she says.
"First, the cannabinoid receptors
were discovered in the late 1980s.
Since the brain has receptors for a
compound like the psychoactive ingredient in marijuana, THC, it must
produce something like THC that
acts on those receptors
anandamide. It is currently a hot
topic in science circles."
Parker notes that anandamide is
not normally freely available in the
brain. Instead, it's produced on demand when needed and is active for
only a few minutes, being deactivated by the enzyme fatty acid amide
hydrnlase(FAAH). "It does its thing,
then it's gone, returning to an inactive pre-storage state."
One of Parker's projects since
joining Guelph has involved collaboration with pharmacologist Daniele
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Piomelli of the University of California, Irvine, who developed the
compound URB 597. The drug prolongs the action of an anandamide
by inhibiting FAAH, the enzyme that
deactivates it, so when the
anandamide is released, it remains
active for longer.
"So what we're doing is manipulating the natural chemical rather
than delivering plant-derived THC,
which acts on all cannabinoid receptors and floods the system," she says.
"Here, we're just prolonging the action of what normally occurs in the
brain."
She'll be working with a team of
researchers at U of G to test the potential of the compound to reduce
nausea and vomiting induced by
toxins
by
prolonging
the
anandamide, among other studies.
Because of U of G's plan to expand the critical mass of neuroscientists on campus and invest in a
new state-of-the-art facility, Parker
exhibits the same enthusiasm for her
future work that she did as a green
student. She notes that one of her
mandates was to facilitate the development of cross-disciplinary research in neuroscience. To thls end,
she has organized "Neuroscience
Day at the University of Guelph," to
be held March 23 at the Arboretum.
It's an opportunity for faculty and
students across campus with an interest in neuroscience research to
learn about each other's work. She
also hopes to work towards developing a cross-disciplinary research
centre in the neurobiology of
learning and memory.
" I was just amazed by the support
of the entire university, from the faculty all the way up to the senior administration, for my research
program and for providing the space
and equipment needed to do really
world-class research," she says.
In some respects, Parker's career
has come full circle. She was recently
honoured by her Long Beach alma
mater as the inaugural recipient of
the John Garcia Recognition of Excellence Award.
"It was such an honour," she says
of receiving the plaque, which hangs
on the wall of her office. "John Garcia's work is what got me interested
in all ofthls in the first place."
Ken Green, Parker's master's supervisor and a post-doc of Garcia's,
says she was an obvious choice for
the award.
1
' Linda's career has been marked
by concern for others, well-conceived research and shy good humow," says Green. "She has become
a key figure in the field of psychology
and has done so against considerable
odds. Some, including myself, would
say she has accomplished the
impossible."
With so much on her professional plate, Parker admits she has
little time for anything else. Entertainment typically consists of a walk
along the Grand River near her
home in Waterloo with her musician
husband, Ernie Shockley, and their
schnauzer/poodle-cross dog, Molly.

A Mania for Horses
S

BY DAV1D DICENZO

With technology these days, it's easier to reach people you could never
reach before."

EAN MARAK can probably
thank his parents for his

current job. His hiring two years ago
as equine education and technology

assistant at Equine Guelph was a
direct result of two loves his parents

helped foster horses and
computers.
" My mother introduced me to
horses when I was very young," says

Marak. "I took riding lessons.
worked at barns and ended up own-

ing a horse in Grade 6. My father was
in the computer bwiness, and when
he'd bring computers home, I would

always play on them. I probably
know more about computers and
how they work than he does, which

drives him nuts. He's into the programming, and I'm more into the
creative side."
The marriage of these two interests has served Marak well in helping
to make Equine Guelph a technolog-

ical leader on the horse education
front. Now 27, Marak first began
working on campus as a 16-year-old
GCVJ student, doing a co-op pJacement with Prof. Laurent Viel, Clinical Studies, at the Firestone Equine
Respiratory Research Laboratory.
That experience encouraged Marak
to study animal biology at U of G.
"That was the reason I ended up
going to university," he says. "I enjoyed the science behind it, and I got
to work with horses every day."
Eventu~y, Marak met Gayle
Ecker, senior manage r a t Equine
Guelph, who recruited him to help

Sean Mara k's job with Equine Guelph combines his love of horses and computers.
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launch EquiMania!, an interactive
horse education program aimed at
children aged eight to 16. He's responsible for building and maintaining the fully integrated F1ash site
(www.equirnania.ca), which uses a
variety of animations, games and
puzzle.s to teach kids about horses.
EquiMania! also hits the road
each year, travelling mostly to swnmer events during the busy riding

London Agriplex two years ago, and
Marak says the spike in popularity
h as been steady ever since as kids line
up for a chance to play on the computers, especially to see how they
score on the equine quiz. At the 2006
Royal Winter Fair, EquiMania! occupied an entire upper floor on its
own.
One of the most prominent features of the website is a virtual barn,

season. The pt-ogram d ebuted at:._ the
Can-Am Equine Emporium at the

equine information beyond doors
labelled "office," "tack," "feed" and
"safety." In the office area, for example, a horse sits on a stool reading,
and behind it is a bookshelf with aU
sorts of resources, each accessible by
a click of the mouse.
"It's great to be able to teach
horse health and safecy and incorporate the computer at the same time
because 1 think a lot of people are vi-

The barn offers user:s a wealth of

pler than picking up a textbook..

whic.h Mank is constantly addins to.

!!ou'al \~rnen.,"

~ysM'UU.. ... \t' s..,~

Among his other duties, he creates Flash animations for the equine
science certificate program, which
received a 2005 National Award of
Excellence from the Canadian Association of University Continuing Education for its innovative and
flexible web-based delivery.
He also works on "Groom One
Online," a computer-based cowse
designed for newcomers to the horse
industry who want to become
grooms. The online and CD-based
course, which is one component of
Equine Guelph's four-phase training
program for grooms, covers such
topics as horse handling, care, nutrition and management and general
information about the horse community. He says the program has
been a big hit, with users from
around the world signing up.
Although Marak doesn't have
much time for getting on a m ount
himself and riding these days, he
hasn't lost his appreciation for
horses and enjoys having an office
right next to where the Universicy's
research horses are housed. Many of
them are draft horses, and one of his
favourites is Big Red, a massive Belgian that is the departtnent's
unofficial mascot.
"They're beautiful animals," he
says. "The power they have and the
way they interact with humans are
;nn-u.\nir ~ie'f' n )u-..\. \W.ie ';),. 'o\t:, 4~

- great ro be around."

Drama Prof Is Doing the Write Thing
Prolific U of G playwright launches new theatre company in Hamilton
BY RACHELLE COOPER

D

RAMA PROFESSOR Sky Gilbert

is, without question, one of
Canada's most prolific playwrights.
At last count, he had more than 40
plays to his credit, many pushing the
envelope of what con stitutes socially
accepted topics.
Over the next few months, he's
continuing at his usual pace showcasing a play at a new theatre
company he's founded, directing a
presentation that's part of the
'rShakespeare: Made in Canada" festival, premiering a new play at Toronto's Buddies in Bad Times
Theatre, publishing a play and a new
anthology with Playwrights Canada
Press and launching a novel.
His new Hamilton theatre company, Hammenheatre, will present
its first play, Crack, a work written
and directed by Gilbert, Feb. 24 at
8:30 p .m . at 126 James St. N., above
"The Factory" in downtown Hamilto n.
"This project was inspired by the
fact that I moved to Hamilton three
years ago and have wanted to become a part of the arts scene there,"
says Gilbert, who's the former artistic director of Buddies in Bad Times
and holds a University Research

Chair in creative writing and theatre
studies.
"It all came together when the
space for the performance was donated by a Hamilton arts patron
keen on revitalizing the downtown
core around the same time I received
funds for new theatrical research."
Gilbert believes Hamilton has
great potential to be a haven for artists from lf'oronto. "It has a lot of
class differences, so it's a very interesting city."
The workshop pay-wh at-youcan presentation of Crack examines
issues ofclass, sexism and homophobia through a man sining in a Hamilton bar who has encounters with
three women.
"The play made m e think about
bow class can demonize activities,"
says Gilbert.
On March 7, a performance directed by Gilbert for the "Shakespeare: Made in Canada" festival
begins at 8 p.m. at the River Run
Centre. Three U of G students will
perform Rosalindts final monologue
from As You Like It as part of " Directing Shakespeare: Modes of Adaptation," an event that will also
include scenes directed by drama
professors Ann Wilson and Judith
Thompson.

Gilbert's contribution to the evening is part of his new research project called "The Shakespeare
Experiment," which explores Shakespeare performance and the construction of gender.
The Bard's plays were originally
performed with teenaged boys in the
female roles. Gilbert is taking that
one step further by presenting the
same scene three times with differently gendered actors appearing as
Rosalind - a female student, a male
student and a gay male student in

drag.

His three-year-long research
project will include yearly public
performances, a new book on Shakespeare reception and mini-conferences coinciding with performances.
"I hope this project leads Canadians and the world at large to learn
more about the possibilities of accepting human difference through
one of the most challenging cultural
anomalies - femininity in biological m en," he says.
Also on the roster for Gilbert is
the world premiere of his newest
play, Will the Real/. T. LeRoy Pleas•
Stand Up? Opening April 12 at Buddies in Bad Times and running weekends until April 22, it explores the
scandal of an American wom an ,
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Laura Albert, and her husband, who
wrote books as J.T. LeRoy, a
transgendered teenaged street bwtler with HIV. They successfully
fooled publishers and readers until
LeRoy's true identity was revealed in
2006. The play is a confrontation between "the real'' J.T. LeRoy and
Albert.
In addition, Gilbert has two new
works being published by Playwrights Canada Press: his 2006 play,
Bad Actitig Teachers, and an anthology he edited called Perfectly Abnormal: Seven Gay Plays. The seven
plays explore ideas about gender and
possibilities for hwnan relationships
other than those offered by traditional heterosexual marriage.
"The title says it all," says Gilbert.
"Instead of focwing on the ways in
which gay culture and straight cul-

ture are similar and celebrating
our assimilation into straight culture, this collection accentuates the
wonderful ways in which gay culture
celebrates human diversicy and sexual and gender differences."
On May 2, he will celebrate the
launch of his fifth novel, Brother
Dumb, at the Gladstone Hotel Ballroom in Toronto.
"I haven't put out a novel in a
couple of years, so I'm really excited
about it," says Gilbert, who received
a Relit Award for his fourth novd,
A11 English Gentleman. "It's about a
redwive American writer who lives
in the woods and doesn't like people.
Everyone bas been wondering what
he's been writing because he hasn't
published anything for 30 years.''
The novel is a fictional memoir of
an American Literary icon.
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Helen M aciag

Talks to
Focus on
Invasive
Species

T

ACK LI NG HARM FUL invasive
species will be the focus of a
week-long environmental workshop to be held at the Arboretum
March 12 to 16. Researchers from
Canada and the United States will
discuss "Managing the Effects of
the Spatiotemporal Spread of
HarmfuJ Species in Ecosystems:
The Integration of Theoretical
and Empirical Approaches."
From Dutch elm disease to
purple loosestrife to 'lebra mussels, more harmful species are invading ecosystems weakened by
such factors as climate change
an d human development, says
Michael Golinski, a post-doctoral
researcher in the departments of
Mathematics and Statistics and
Environmental Biology.
He wes math models to predict invo..siveness and to help
develop ways to manage invasive
species.
The workshop is intended to
foster research links and projects
in the physical, life and social scien ces in Canada and abroad, and
to develop management s1ra1egies to protect ecosystems that are
vulnerable to invasion. Organizers.. who include Profs. Madhur
Anand, Environmental BioJogy,
and Chris Bauch, Mathematics
and Statistics, aim to help students learn about research in the
fi eld.
Keynote speakers are Mark
Lewis, Canada Research Chair in
Mathematical Biology at the Universiry of Alberta; University of
Toronto spatial ecologist Marie- Jos ~e Fortin; McGill University biologist FrCd~ric Guichard;
and Brian Maurer of Michigan
State Unive rsity's Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife.
This event is part of I.he Environmental Scie nce Research Initiative funded by U of G's Faculty
of Environmental Sciences and
Office of Research. That initiative
provides seed fund ing fo r researchers to develop interdisciplinary environmental projects.
For more infom1ation, visit
www.envsci.uoguelph.ca or send
e-mail to golinski@uoguelph.ca.

Post-doctoral researc her Pat ricia Gillis studi es th e e ffe cts of metal pollutants on mo llus ks.

How Much Metal Can a Mussel Take?
Project to help revise toxicity guidelines for water quality
BY ANDREW VOWLES

T

aren't
out yet, but when O nawa begins
updating environmental guidelines
t o ben er contro) 1Ne1s of toxic
merals in lakes and rivers; regulators
will probably draw on fa tmucket
research now being done at U of G.
In the Hagen Aqualab and a basement physical ecology lab of the
Axelrod Building, post-doc researcher Patricia Gillis has been testing fres hwater dams collected &om
lakes and streams in southern Ontario. She expects her pioneering
work will tell us more about how
pollu ting metals affect freshwater
mussels and clams, which are among
the most endangered organisms in
North America.
That toxicology information is
vital fo r current recovery efforts, says
Gillis, who holds a B.Sc. and an M.Sc.
in zoology fro m U of G. More than
that, it's also needed as policy-makers begin rolling out improved environmental regulations to protect not
just mollusks but also other creatures
along I.he foo d chain, induding
humans.
Existing environmental guidelines developed about two decades
HE NEW REGULATIONS

ago are based mostly on limiting the
concentration of metals being dis·
charged into a water body. Currently, that magic number is more or
less the same whether you' re standing on cbe Cana dian ShjeJd or alongside the Speed River. But Gillis says
that approach is faulty because it fails
to account for critical differences in
the receiving waters.
For a fish or a clam, it's not just
how much copper that matters but
also what else is already in the water
that might make that organism more
or less sensitive to the metal. Take organic carbon, which may bind up
metals. Or consider that harder water may help protect certain mollusks
fro m copper at a concentration that
might prove deadly in softer water.
"Just one numbe r is not good fo r
clams," says Gillis. Beginning with
copper, she's looking at how changing one variable after another in the
water composition affects the sensitivity of mollusks to metal.
That kind of detailed science has
not been done before with any freshwater mollusk species in Canada. She
expects the results of her work, published in various journals, will help
regulators charged with developing
new toxicity guidelines.

Guelph, RBG Join Forces on Symposium

"SHAOES

of
Green:
Exploring Biod iversity,
and
Urban
Human
Values
Planning'' is the topic of a March 8
symposium being sponsored by the
University and Royal Botanical
Gardens (RBG). The afternoon
event will be held at the RBG Centre
in Burlington.
Participants will d iscuss protection of natural areas, urban plan·
ning, rural issues and human values
involving such developments as the

PHOTO BY MARTI N SCHWALBE

Ontario greenbelt, the growth and
sustainability of urban communities
and the development of liveable
cities.
Gucs1 speakers are landscape architecture professor John Ahern of
the University of MassachusensAmherst, Dawn Bazely of York University's Institute fo r Research and
Innovation in Sustainability, and
William Sullivan of the Environmental Council at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

The symposium was developed
under a fo rmal partnership struck
last year between U of G and RBG.
Other sponsors of the event arc Environment Canada's Biodiversity
Convention Office, Botanic Gardens
Conservation International and the
Patrick Colgan Memorial Lectureship Fund .
Admission is $25 general, $ 10 for
students. For more info rmation, call
905-527- 1158, Ext. 524, or send email to greenspace@rbg.ca.
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In the United States, the Environ- zebra mussels on native mussels. Her
mental Protection Agency recently M.Sc. adviser is also collaborating on
adopted a regulatory model based on the toxicity project.)
about 10 parameters for water com Both she and Ackerman belong to
position. Environment Canada plans a provincial freshwater mussel rero foUow that approach, working covery team led by the Dep artment
with the provinces.
of Fisheries and Oceans. She emphaIn December, Gillis attended a sizes that their work will fe ed into
meeting held to discuss Environ- regulations for environmental health
ment Canada's plans for introducing and aquatic life, not for drinking·wanew regulations within the next few ter standards. They expect their ef.
years. She says regulators will look forts will help in the recovery of
for information about how particu- endangered mussel species and their
lar creatures fa re under different watersheds.
concentrations of toxic metals.
Understanding the effects of polWhen it comes to fish and inver- lutants on these humble creatures
tebrates living in and around the can affect water quality and the
Great Lakes, few are more sensitive health of a host of aquatic organisms.
to copper than clams and their Jar·
"The health of an ecosystem is
vae. (Not for nothing is copper used important as a whole," she says.
in anti-fouling paints to eliminate "When one starts to fall, all the balls
zebra mussels from boat hulls, she can start to fall . I like seeing how
says.)
things affect each other."
Working in the Department of
Her interest in toxicology grew
Integrative Biology lab of Prof. Joe from undergraduate summers spent
Ackerman, associate director of the helping to develop sport fishing
Faculty of EnvironmentaJ Sciences, guides for the Ministry of the Envishe has examined coppe r sensitivity ronment. Altho ugh she grew up in
of several endangered species. She Hamilton, where she still lives with
also works with a common clam her husband and three children,
called a fa tmucket (Lcm1psilis Gillis spent summers at her family's
siliquoidea).
Tobermory cottage. There, she
''These clams have the craziest learned to explo re the aquatic envinames," she says, flipping through a ronment and to dive with her sister
field guide listing such monikers as and brother. (Todd Gillis also studsnuffbox, round hickorynut and ied mollusks and fish fo r his M.Sc. at
wavy·rayed lampmussel.
Guelph; he returned to U of G in
Gillis conducts basic toxicity tests 2005 as a faculty member in the Deon the clam's parasitic larvae. These partment of integrative Biology to
glochidia develop on the gills of fis h study cold tolerance in fish and
until they' re released as young invertebrates.)
adults. (In a separate project in·
"I spent summers playing with
tended to help conserve r.hreatened crayfish and catching bugs," says
mollusks, Ackerman and professor Patricia Gillis.
emeritus Gerry Mackie are studying
She completed a PhD at the Uni·
which mussels pair up with various versity of Waterloo, then studied
fish species.)
environmental pollutants and inve rAfter completing her B.Sc. here, tebrate physiology as a post-doc at
Gillis did a master's degree with McMaster University before tal<lng
Mackie on r.he deleterious effects of up her current position at Guelph.
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The Origin of a Computer Scientist
U of G prof aims to improve tools whose principles evoke Darwin's theory of natural selection

I

BY ANDREW VOWLES

algorithms offer a kind of search
technology based on optimization,
or looking for the best solution from
Darwin fame but a converted
among a number of candidates.
freighter on its final tour of the
Optimization is well-known to
Galapagos Islands before being
engineers and managers charged
retired. And although Prof. Mark
with designing processes and schedWineberg had grown up as a
ules to run as efficiently as possible.
backyard stargazer at home in North
How to set up machines on the facYork, he was hardly a naturalist in
tory floor to make different widgets
Charles Darwin's league. But a trip
without having to retool for every
Wineberg took to South America in
batch? How to organize the job shop
1990 evoked something of the
schedule to make efficient use of revoyage taken more than a century
sources, human and otherwise? Elseand a half earlier that ultimately led
where, managers might be looking
the British naturalist to his theory of
for optimum prices and quantities of
natural selection.
goods, not just at one time but also as
It helped that the then recent
market conditions change.
B.Sc. graduate from the University of
Consider potential solutions as a
Toronto had taken along a propipopulation of points that continutious choice of reading material
ally change. And look at each solu"I thought, if I' m going to the
tion as a string of information akin
Galapagos Islands, I might as well
to genetic code, also open to change
read the Origi,1 of Species," says
or mutation. Although greatly simWineberg, who a decade later would
plified, that model mirrors the basic
pack up his belongings for a move to
elements worked on by natural selecGuelph. Today he's a faculty memtion as living things adapt to their
ber in the Department of Computenvironments. And it offers a way to
ing and Information Science, where
use computing to solve complex
his efforts to improve computing
problems in a dynamic environdraw on principles borrowed fro m
ment, says Wineberg.
the natural world.
(The analogy isn't entirely artifiRecalling his arrival at U of G in
cial. He points out that your eye is a
2000, he says: "What attracted me to
solution to the problem of vision,
Guelph is that this department has
but it's only one of a number of pospeople doing work in natural comsible solutions that natural selection
putation. Natural computation takes
could have worked on to enable us to
.erocesses W>serve~ ip r;1ature and apsee or ot!herwise sense our surplies them to solve complex tasks."
roundings.)
Fo r several of his colleagues
Rather than apply genetic algostudying neural networks, that
rithms directly to real-world probmeans using the human brain and its
lems in, say, manufacturing or
pro cesses as an analogue for the
business, Wineberg straddles theory
computer. But Wineberg's interests
and practice. He models genetic allie in a branch of natural computagorithms to better understand and
tion using genetic algorithms in evorefine them. Improve the tools, he
lutionary
computing.
Genetic
T WASN'T

the HMS Beagle of

Prof. Mark Wineberg studies computing principles borrowed from the
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE
natural world.
says, and perhaps others will find
ways to apply them in tomorrow's
compu ters and computing environments.
The same ideas that use comput-

ing to solve problems may also help
improve computers themselves. A
subset of genetic algorithms called
genetic programming, for instance,
is used in machine learning and in

designing computer chips. And
turning the natural computing analogy back on itself, genetic algorithms
might also improve bioinfonnatics
biologists' use of computing
power to analyze mountains of data
and solve biological problems.
At Guelph, Wineberg is working
with a geography professor using
multi-objective genetic algorithms
to solve a PhD problem: How to optimize a farmer's crop yield with judicious use of chemicals to avoid
environmental contamination?
He completed his master's at
Carleton University in 1993 after
switching from parallel algorithms
to evolutionary computing. He was
inspired to pursue a doctorate after
auditing a fourth-year cowse in
population genetics at Carleton. Earlier, the longtime science fiction fan
had studied physics, computer science and astronomy at the
University of Toronto.
He found himself drawing on his
undergraduate studies and his boyhood passjon for the stars during
that tour of the Galapagos Islan ds in
1990. In a kind of trade-off, he
learned about the biology and geography of the region from the
on-board naturalists, then helped
them make sense of the stars populating the equatorial night sky.
And berween times, he found
himself relurning to that seminal
volume he' d brought along.
" Cr's more of ,1 spirirual connection, sitting on the deck of the ship
reading the Origi,, of Species in the
Galapagos Islands," he says. "I can't
explain it-it was just a connection.
You're reading the book in the place
where the book bad in some respects
been inspired."

Toronto Trade Shows Are Big Business, Study Finds
Visitors, show organizers spend more than $1.1 billion in the region, generate $260 million in tax dollars

T

municipal, provin cial and federal
governments.
HE FILM INDUSTRY is a billion"The impact is bigger than we
dollar business in Toronto, but
had anticipated," says Joppe, who
it's not the only big sector fuelling
worked on the study with HTM proToronto's tourism and economic
fessor Chris Choi and 2006 MBA
growth so explosively.
graduate Dongkoo Yun. The figures
Researchers in the School of Hosare conservative because the results
pitality and Tourism Management
excluded respondents who qualified
(HTM) recently released a study that
as tourists but weren't in Toronto
proves what those in the consumer
primarily for trade or consun1er
and trade show industry have been
shows, she adds.
saying for years: they, too, are a big
Exhibiting companies and show
money-maker for the city.
organizers also directly support
Toronto is the second most pop10,000 jobs in the region, she says.
ular place in North America to host
These findings are good news for
trade and consumer shows, says
an industry that's been given short
Prof. Marion Joppe, HTM director shrift in the past, says Joppe, who
and lead author of the study, which was appointed to a seat on the Canawas commissioned by Tourism dian Tourism Human Resource
Toronto.
Council in January.
The researchers found that trade
Case in point: When a fund was
and consumer shows draw more
set up to help Toronto's devastalcd
than 2.3 million people to the greater
tourism industry recover from the
Toronto area each year. Visitors and impact of the 2003 SARS ou1break,
show organizers spend more than people who manage and operate
$1.l billion in the region and generconvention centres and other venues
ate $260 million in ta.'< dollars for the that host shows were refused
BY REBECCA KENDALL

assistance, she says.
"They were told point-blank that
they weren't tourism. The existing
surveys captured conventions and
conferences and business travel, but
they didn't address trade and consumer shows."
To rectify the situation, Tourism
Toronto, the official destinationmarketing agency for Toronto's
tourism industry, approached Joppe
to do a new study.
"They knew me and they knew
the capabilities of this school," she
says. "There really is no other academic institution that can do this
work."
Tourism Toronto's plan for a
quick two·month study was expanded into 3 two-yeM study on the
3dvice of Joppe, who insisted that
more time was needed to get strong
and definitive data.
"This needed to be done correctly, and we needed to survey a
number of shows held throughout
the year. This made lhe study more
complex, but in the end we were able
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to fully capture the magnitude of the
business."
The researchers conducted surveys to assess the impact of visitors,
exhibitors, operators and organizers.
Trade and consumer shows are expensive to mount, she says, adding
that hiring locaJ workers, renting
space, advertising and paying for
utilities all contribute to bringing
money into the ciry.
ln addition, out-of-town workers
hired for the shows spend money on
hotels, restaurants, shopping and
entertainment while in Toronto.
"These dollars stay in the local

economy and have a significant impact," she says.
Now that the study's been released, Joppe expects the industry
will begin to see more support from
the ciry.
"Toronto's trade and consumer
shows have never been marketed. I
think you'll see the city developing
some kind of marketing strategy
with the venues."
Joppe's team has already been
asked to update these findings in a
couple of years, and Toronto's venue
operators are encouraging other major cities to fund similar studies.

CFI Funds Ridgetown Research on Weeds
New equipment will allow researchers to help farmers control weeds and improve crop yields
ANDREW VOWLES

H

Sikkema is particuJarly interested

improve
their yields of key crops is the
goal of weed-management research
that has attracted almost $1 million
in funding for U of G's Ridgetown
Campus.
Plant agriculture professors Art
Schaafsma, Darren Robinson and
Peter Sikkema have received a total
of $760,000 from the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) and the
Ontario Ministry of Research and
Innovation. ln-kind contributions
a re expected to add about $200,000.
About half of the money will pay
for two small-plot combines exELPING

FARMERS

pected to allow the researchers to
study more efficiently and accurately
how varying weed treatments affect

crop yields.

in learning more about weed man-

agement for growing com, wheat
and soybeans - crops worth a tota1
of more than $ 1 billion a year for
Ontario farmers alone. Schaafsma
will also use the equipment to study
how insects and diseases affect these
crops.
"This equipment is absolutely
crucial to our long-term pest-management program," says Sikkema, a
two-time U ofG graduate who studies weed management in field crops
and dry beans. "It will really improve
the quality of the research we do at
the campus."
He hopes to break in the new
equipment this summer while harvesting crops grown on about 40
acres of test plots at Ridgetown.

Weed-management research also
takes place at the Huron Research
Station run by Ridgetown, as well as
on farmers' fields across southwestern On tario.
Evaluating new weed-control
products and developing optimum
weed-management tactics for farmers is the main goal, says Sikkema.
"We'll be using these combines to
evaluate the effect of things like time
of herbicide application on crop
yield, the effect of time of day of application on herbicide efficacy, and
the effect of allowing the herbicide to
stay in the spray tank for extended
periods of time before application."
Helping growers find easier and
less expensive ways to manage weeds
is partly the goal for Robinson. He's
also interested in exploring organic

forms of weed con trol to reduce the
environmentaJ impacts of conventional herbicide sprays.
The CPI funding will enable him
to buy tilling and planting equipment - as well as a tractor and
trailer - to test the use of cover
crops for alternative weed control. A
cover crop is planted specially in the
fall, then "crimped" in the spring to
stop its growth while leaving it in the
field. At the same time, the planting
equipment will sow the desired crop
of, say, organic soybeans.
Robinson explains that the cover
crop prevents weed growth during
the main crop's growing season and
also acts as mulch to reduce evaporation from soil benveen the soybeans.
W ithout such equipment, farmers
spray herbicides or use less efficient
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methods to cultivate the soil, akin to
a gardener \vith a hoe.
"This equipment allows us to
move up to a level where growers can
actually say this is something that's
not just an alternative - it's a feasible alternative" that can be used over
hundreds of acres.
He's also interested in testing the
system for weed control in vegetables, primarily cucumbers, sweet
corn and peppers. In total, growers
produced about $30 million worth
of those three crops in 2003, according to the Ontario Processing
Vegetable Growers.
Robinson's triaJs, to be held
mostly on nearby farms, \'lill help
him share results with the American
equipment manufacturer of the recently designed implements.
He also wants to learn more
about how weeds compete for water
and nutrients in organic systems, a
topic that stems from his PhD studies at U ofG.
The Pest Management Grou p at
Ridgetown conducts small-plot and
field-scale efficacy and man agement
trials, develops cereal varieties,
screens for fusarium fungus, and
tests pesticide application technology, says Schaafsma, an expert in
field-crop pest management who
was named director of Ridgetown
early this year.
"This CPI award gives a tremendous boost to ' the' r'ese'atch eqU.ip~
ment infrastructure within the
group, mainly to allow for greater capacity and for increasing experimental precision in research activities,
together with added safety by replacing outdated and inefficient
equipment."

For information about
paid advertising
in At Guelph, call
Scott Anderson at
519-827-9169.
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A New Hotne Court
Daughter's illness lends new meaning to 'winning' for former top Gryphon coach

T

BY LORI BONA HUNT
HERE WAS A TIME when Linda Melnick

the conclusion was hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis, a rare immune disorder that required
months of chemotherapy. A year later, Kory found a
lump in her arm and was diagnosed with cancer.
Melnick took a leave from coaching and from U
of G to care for ber daughter during this time. She
also walked away from a prized gig as coach of the
Ontario Canada Games provincial team, which went
on to win the gold medal at the Canada Gam es.
ln spring 2005, Kory had a stem-cell transplant
courtesy of an anonymous donor. She was in Toronto's Sick Kids Hospital for two m onths, and
Melnick and her husband stayed at the Ronald McDonald House most of the time. It was there she
~
realized for the first time that her coaching skills ~
served her well off the court
~
" I interacted with nurses, set goals with doctors,
devised strategies to keep my family intact. Not o nly mj
was motivating my daughter a challenge, but I was also motivating other parents around me who felt as
though they had no one in their comer. so to speak."
At times, however, being a coach was a hindrance. especially when it came to dealing with cancer statistics, says Melnick. For the first time in her
life., she ignored the numbers.
" I knew they were there, and l know, as a coach,
that statistics have validity. But I don't think I ever
believed for a second that Kory wouldn't get better,
despite what the stats said."
Still, there were times when she was tempted to
"give in to the insanity. The easy thing to do would
be to succumb to it, actually let your brains pour out
of your head becawe that ts what it basically feels

measured success by wins and losses. That
was when she was the award- winning coach
of the Gryphon women's volleyball team,
and life was all about practices and games, medals and
championships.
Back then, the rules of the game were clear, and
Melnick knew exactly how to play. To win, you had to
be better, fuster and smarter than everyone else. It
m eant planning, d eveloping strategies and working
hard. Luck had very little to do with it.
She did jwt this, leading the Gryphon women to the
provincial playoffs eight out of the 10 seasons she
coached and breaking into the Canadian
lnteruniversity Sport "Top 10" for the first time in U of
G history.

a

But in 2003, Melnick discovered that the rules of the
game of life are much different. That was the year her
older daughter, Kory, then five, was diagnosed first
with a rare immune deficiency disorder and later with
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
Cancer forever changed Melnick's definitions of
"coaching," "winning' and ·~losing."
"Victory didn't mean a shiny medal to look at, then
put away," she says. " It really meant my daughter's

life."

She now has a new definition ofsuccess- as well as
a new job and educational challenge to go with it. Last
fall, she was named manager of business and client services for the Department of Athletics and enrolled in U
of G's MA (Leadership) program.
These days, instead of practice schedules and gan1e
times, it's dollar signs and locker-room layouts that
con sume heF though.ts, along with homework.
ln her new position, Melnick has helped revamped
how Athletics operates, including introducing a Jong-a\.'la.ited
online registration for all m emberships and Athletics Centre
programs, and is in charge of customer service.
This means she constantly frets about whether the sofu..,are
program that runs it all is free from glitches and whether there
are any mishaps or complaints.
On top of that, she must ensure that the 12 units in the Department of Athletics end up with balanced budgets, which to·
tal more than $5.3 million. This explains the stacks and stacks of
papers that cover her desk, most of them containing boring-looking charts and lots of numbers and dollar signs.
When every computer runs smoothly, people are happy and
the bottom line balances, Melnick considers her day a success.
This new definition still surprises her at times.
"You dedicate your entire life to a p rofession, you think it
means everything. Suddenly you have a crisis, and it's like:
'What was I thinking? This isn't important.' I basically walked
away from coaching, just like that, and never looked back."
Melnick, a fonner OUA all-star and captain of the York University team that won five OUA championships, never planned
to be a coach. The U ofG job just sort of came up, she says. But
soon after joining the Gryphons in 1994, she realized she had
found her calling. "I never imagined doing anything else."

Ukc."

Her players meant everything to her, and she wanted nothing more than to watch them succeed - on the court, in the
classroom and in life.

A few years later, she met a firefighter named Brian at a wedding. They ended up getting married themselves and eventually
had two daughters - Kory and Robin, now eight and six, respectively. Although family became her priority, Melnick, a
self-acknowledged "superplanner," found a way to do it all.

She never missed a practice or a game until her child became

ill. Kory had been sick all winter, seemingly catching one virus
after another. There were trips to the doctor's office, speculations about colds and flu and finally blood tests.
Then came the call: get Kory to the hospital - now. The
blood tests revealed a plate1et count that was dangerously low;
the situation was critical.

"It was one week before the OUA championships," says

Melnick. '1 had spent five years working with some of the players on that team, and we had already been through so much, including the death of one of the players, MaKala King, in a car
accident."
She recalls sketching out practice schedules from the hospital while they awaited news about Kory.
A diagnosis was slow in coming. First, it was leukemia, then

Kory is now 19-monlhs post-transplant, is back
in school and is taking horseback riding lessons. There are still
visits to clinics, tests and more tests, and occasional scares with
high fevers. The family is counting the days until the two-year
m ark.
"That means she'U have a chance to live a long, fulfilling

life," sal'l' Melnick.

Somehow, the experiences of the past few years made returning to coaching impossible for the two-time OUA West
Coach of the Year and the 2003 Fox40 OUA Coach of the Year.
Instead, she applied for her current management position
and enrolled in the leadership master's program. Getting a
master's degree was always a personal goal, and her daughter's
illness provided an extra push.
"I realized I could keep 'my head in the game' in times ofcrisis and thought I should expand on my ability to do so. l wanted
to ensure that what I contributed as a leader was not just my
'best guess' but was also founded in theory. "
ln addition to the challenge and draw of learning new
things, being back in school offers another attraction: distraction. Studying and assignments mean there's less time for her
mind to wander to other, more unpleasant subjects.
"It's helping me hold on to my sanity," she says.
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Marooned on
the Barrens

VIEWS ON CLIMATE CHANGE DIMINISH
U OF G'S REPUTATION AT HOME AND ABROAD
When I clicked on the recent campus news headline "Prof to Present Climate Change Report ID EngJand," my heart sank when I saw it was Pro.f.
Ross McKitrick, Economics. In my view, this purported ''expert" on climate change does nothing but diminish tbe reputation of the University of
Guelph both at home and abroad.
.
Despite the fact that less than 10 per cent of world sci:ntists ar~ s.till

skeptical about climate change and the vast majority are onside, McIGtnck

continues to receive media attention with his outlandish views.
] realize that freedom of speech is an integral part of our society and
certainlr a large part of the intellectual freedom accorded university pro-

fessors, but I really wish he wouJd take himself off to the physical structure
of bis "alma mater," the Fraser Institute, where his views could be taken
within the context of that organization. I certainly hope thal when he presented in England, he made it quite dear tbat he was not speaking on behalf of the University of Guelph.
Maggie Laid.law, Department of Human
Health and Nutritional Sciences

DENYING CLIMATE CHANGE AND ROLE OF
HUMAN INTERFERENCE IS IRRESPONSIBLE
I was deeply concerned when I discovered that the U ofG website recently
featured a news release about Prof. Ross McKitric.k, Economics, making a
presentation on climate change in London, England. Along with other~
mate-change deniers, he promotes the views of those who have contnbuted enormously to the climate destabilization that human civilization
must now face.
One of the authors of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change report noted that it would be irresponsible to deny that
dima1e change is happening and that it is caused by human interference.
In my view, the role that McK.itrick and others like him play in this trage~y
is, like the apologists for the tobacco companies, to endlessly leverage their
position to create enough doubt in the minds of politicians and citizens
that protective measures are stalled for years, if not decades.
-Phe University of Guelph would not promote rhe work of one of its
professors who denied the Holocaust, and it should certain1y not prom~te
the so-called "independent" swnrnary of one of its professors who demes
the environmental holocaust that will be visited on current and future
generat ions by human mismanagement By doing so, it joins the ranks of
the irresponsible.
\1t:a.n.ife.~ S'1.mnc't-, SGb<x>\ o{ ~n"lironmcn\t\l.

Design and Rural Development

GRANITE+ MARnl.E +NATURAL STONE
DESIGN + MA.\:"UFAcn:RE + INSTALL-\TIO?\
ROB DURJGON
519·tW -'lA80
Sl 'Hl21·2"422fit\"

IJ87 Yo rk Ro.1d, llnil

BY ANDREW VOWLES
including
snowstorm and no safe landing forced us
north of oux course ..." So WTote the lea der of the
ill-fated MacAlpine Expedition in a telegram from the
high Arctic, announcing to a waiting world the safe
return of his eight-man party in late 1929. After one of
the largest aerial searches in Canadian history to that
point - involving a fleet of planes scouring about
30,000 square miles of barren lands for almost two
months - the marooned crew of two bush planes
walked ac;ross an ocean strait to safety, suffering nothing
worse than bad frostbite and hunger.
It was a group of Inuit camped at the planes' landing
spot on the shore of the Arctic Ocean that probably
saved the party from a worse fate. So wrote a number of
authors in material collected in a file about the expedition in the U of G Library archives. The MacAlpine Expedition is part of a larger file box of archival materials
that belonged to the late radio broadcaster Allan Anderson , who had planned to WTite a book about the
adventure.
By the late 1920s, bush pilots were venturing into the
Northwest Territories on surveying Oigbts for lumber
and mining companies. Dominion Explorers was a com"ACHAPTER OF UNLUCKY INCIDENTS

pany headed by Col. C.D.H. MacA!pine whose pilots
criss-crossed the northern frontier in their Fokkers and
Fairchilds in what might be considered a 20th-century
version of the earlier canoe voyageurs.
MacAlpine was among eight men who took off from
Baker Lake in early September 1929, bound for Bathurst
Inlet. Wrote MacAlpine's grandson in a biographical
sketch in 1976: "The start was uneventful enough, but
this journey was to turn into one of the truly heroic episodes in the opening of Canada's North."
The trip had already been delayed by bad weather
\\nd bad \uck, )I)olud)ng the .sinking.of one ob two planes
ar Churchill on Hudson Bay. The replacement craft arrived Se pt. 6, and they flew to Baker Lake a day later. On
Sept. 9, both planes headed north. Poor visibility and
strong winds pushed the aircraft eastward, and they had
to land at an Inuit hunting camp on the Arctic Ocean.
More bad weather and plane trouble were capped by
what Anderson's notes call a "chilling discovery": the
planes had too little fuel left to get to the Dominion Explorers base at Bathurst. Instead, the men would have to

wait for freeze-up before they could cross the strait
northward to Cambridge Bay, located on Victoria
Island.
They built a hut of stone, mud and moss and resigned
themselves to co-operating with the Inuit hunters until
they could attempt their walk out.
Benveen touching down at the Dease Point camp and
making that last dash across the frozen Arctic strait, the
group spent almost two months living on rations salvaged from the planes and on fish, ptarmigan, ground
squirrels and other game. Although never threatened by
outright starvation, the group lived for about a month
on daily rations of mere ounces until the day their Inuit
companions returned to the camp \vith caribou.
In a brief memoir, one of the pilots, Stan McMillan,
WTote: " It has often been said that even among the most
enlightened peoples of this earth, the veneer of civilized
behaviour is thin. We didn't suffer any conspicuous
peeling of this veneer, but incidents did occur where one
might say fractures developed."
Their days were spent hunting and fishing, collecting
firewood, maintaining their makeshift quarters and
waiting for freeze-up. That experience was recorded in a
diary kept by Richard Pearce, editor of The Northem
Miner in Toronto, who had gone along for the trip. (In a
title reminiscent of Farley Mowat's adventure novel Lost
in the Barrens, Pearce's diary was published as a book
called Marooned in the Arctic, contained in the U of G
Library stacks upstairs.)
When the group failed to show up in Bathurst, a massive aeriaJ search began that lasted for weeks. "The world
gobbled up every detail of the search," WTOte
MacAlpine's grandson. That effort was called off after
the team finally sent word in early November that they
had made the 80-mile trek to Victoria Island, including
covering the last 25 miles across the frozen strait. They
announced their return over the wireless on the Bay
A.faud, a ship.wintering in Cambridge Bay.
A possible tragedy in the North had been averted. It
took some time before the group realized that the outside world had been weathering a different kind of disaster during their ordeal. Notes a writer in the archives:
"While the group was missing, the stock market crash of
1929 took place, and such investors as were on board the
nvo aircraft who had left a buoyant, albeit nervous, stock
market situation encountered glum news indeed on
their return to civilization."
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How Did You Two Meet?
It's a question all couples get asked at some point in their relationship
so in the spirit of Valentine's Day, At Guelph put the question to a numb~r
of couples who work on campus. Here's what they had to say.

Karen and Kelly Bertrand
Karen Bertrand, senior manager of
advancement for the College of Social
and Applied Human Scie nces, and
Kelly Bertrand, associate director of
organizationaJ services in the office of
the chief information officer, met in
1984 while working fo r Sears.
' 1He was a company auditor," says
Karen . "He had no retail experience, so
Sears sent him to the Guelph store to
work the floor in all departments for
two weeks. We almost didn't meet because I was on vacation the first week h e
was in the store. We met when he was
being oriented to my area, and we
started going out for coffee."
After she got back from their first
coffee together, her co-worke rs told her
they thought Kelly was married because
he'd been seen shopping with a woman
who had the same last name. "The
woman was his sister," says Karen.
Kelly proposed to Karen on the day
after Valentine's Day just three months
after they had m et. "I felt at home with
her - it seem ed like a no-brainer/' be
says.
The Bertrands have been married
for 11 years and have two children.
Karen and Kelly Bertrand got engaged on the day after Valentine's Day three months after they met. Here,

Chris and Nick Boyadjian

they pose with a photo from their wedding and pictures of their children, Keaton and Kyle.

Senio r
graphic
designer
Chris
Boyadjian m et her husband, Nick, specitll events co-ordinator'for the University Centre, in 1980 when

both were students at U of G. Chris was sitting on a bench outside the Bullring with a high school friend when Nick came over
to talk to the friend.

"I have to admit I was the instigator," says Chris, who called
Nick soon after that brief encounter and asked him to go dancing at the Bullring with some frie nds. "It was back in the day
when dancing in the Bullring was the thing to do on weekends.
It started off as a group date because I didn 't want to scare him
right off the bat."
He obviouslywasn•t scared off because the two were married
in 198 1 and celebrated their 25th anniversary last year. They
have three children and usually celebrate Valentine's Day with a
quiet dinner at hom e. "And Nick always buys m e flowers," says
Chris.

Anthony and Lee Anne Clarke
Prof. Anthony Clarke, acting associate vice-pres ident (research
services) and his wife, Lee Anne, o ffice m anager for the Central
Student Association, m et at their Burlington high school 32
years ago.
"I was making a movie with a friend ," says Anthony. "It was
sort of a combination of George Onvell's book 1984and the Led
Zeppelin song Stainvay to Heaven1 if you can believe it. Anyway,
there was one scene where we had to have a large crowd, and we
n eeded a bunch of extras. Lee Anne was cast as an extra because
she was a friend of the girlfriend of the guy who was making the
movie with me.
"Because m y friend and her friend were dating, we started
hanging out together and going on double dates. After a while,
our friends split up, but we kept on going."
Married for 27 years, the Clarkes have three children.

PHOTO BY REBECCA KENDALL

Elizabeth Ewan and Kris Inwood

Prof. Elizabeth Ewan, History, and Prof. Kris lnwood, Econom ics, almost met in February 1988 when she was teaching at the
University of Victoria and he was at U o f G. lnwood was slated
to speak at a conference at Victoria that Ewan planned to
attend, but she had to change her plans when she got a call fro m
Guelph inviting he r to com e interview for a faculty position.
While Inwood was winging his way west, she was flyin g east to
Ontario.
A year later at Guelph, on e of Ewan's faculty colleagues invited her over for dinner one night and asked if she'd m ind if an
economist fri end joined them.
"At the time, there weren't m any maJe faculty around my
age at Guelph because of a hiring freeze, so I imagined the economist would be an elderly m an," she says. Turned out he wasn't.
Ewan and Inwood becam e fri ends but didn't actually start
dating fo r another t\Vo years. They were married in 1993.

Dan and Sally Maclachlan
Dan Maclachlan, director of maintenance and eoergy services
in Physical Resources, says he had to go all the way from
Ontario to Alberta to land a girl from Newfoundland.
He and his wife, Sally, the administrative assistant in the Depa.r tment of Population Medicine, m et in Fort McMurray, and
he admits having to win over some of her fam ily and friends
who were upset that "an unworthy mainlander" had sto len her
heart.
Just in case Sally still wonders if she did the right thing by
marrying him, Dan starts each Valentine's Day with fl owers and
hosts "a romantic dinner for two on Saturday night." What
else? "Cards fo r all three of my girls," he says. "Nothing fo r the
dog; he's got a girlfriend next door."

CARPET & FURNITURE CLEANING

Helen Salmon, associate chief librarian
in the U of G Library's user services
department, and Prof. Paul Salmon,
English and Theatre Studies, met in
1976 as first-year students at the University of Western Ontario.
"We were attraded to each other
but also pretty shy and reluctant to
make a first move," says Helen. "We
spent the next few years smiling at each
other across dassrooms or passing in
hallways but never tiling it further. "
On the day of their convocation,
they "re-met" each other standing in
line waitin g to collect their degrees.
Later that day, they ended up at the
same restawant for dinner with their
families. "Clearly destiny was at work,"
says Helen, "so Paul decided to risk everything by suggesting we have coffee
together sometime ... maybe."
When the coffee date did finally occur, it qu.ickJy Jed to romance, she says.
The couple, who have a teenage son,
will cdebrate their 25th anniversary
this summer.

Patricia Tersigni
and David Wood

Patricia TersigrU, co-ordinator of
undergraduate curricuJum, and David
Wood, OVC's WebCT co-ordinator,
met in 2002 when Tersigni became O VC's recruitment and
careers officer. "I thought Dave was a really super guy, and he
seemed to get along well with all of the dean's office staff, so I
couldn 't figure o ut why he was less chatty with me when troubleshooting my IT issues," says Tersigni.
"We had a chance to get to know each other socially after
finding owselves at a party held by a mutuaJ friend, and we
soon began dating. As we learned more about o ur histories, we
realized we had completed ou r undergraduate degrees here at
Guelph during the same period and have a number of fri ends in
common. We sometimes wonder if a little bit of karma brought
us together year.s later." They were married in September 2005.

Celeste Bannon Watennan
and Rob Watennan
When Celeste Bannon Waterman, director of central services in
Alumni Affairs and Development (AA&D). and Rob Waterman, associate director, information services, in AA&D, got
married in May 1996, they held the ceremony in War MemoriaJ
Hall. " It was all about the Guelph connection," says Celeste,
who completed her undergraduate degree that spring.
She met Rob through a frie nd of a fri eod. Wendy Dunk of
Kings ton lived next door to Celeste in Tundra during their fi rst
year at Guelph. "One weekend, one of Wendy's high school
friend s came to Guelph to see her and brought a guy be knew
from work," says Celeste. "That was Rob, and the fo ur of us
ended up banging out for the weekend."
Their romance blossomed immediately, she says, and Rob
ended up fin ishing his Brock degree at U ofG. They were both
working in Computing and Communications Services when
they got married, and their wedding party was full of Guelph
friends. They now have two sons.
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Computing Goes
Green on Campus

CALWIGSTON
Head coach of men's volleyball;,, tire Department ofAtliletics since 2006

Task force aims to reduce environmental impact

G

BY ANDREW VOWLES
may

with
your screen. Reducing the
environmental effects of computing
at U of G - from energy use to
disposal of hazardous waste- is the
goal of a three-pronged campuswide program starting this year.
An energy awareness campaign,
new energy conservation strategies
and a new environmentally friendly
computer purchasing policy will
help the University lessen the environmental impact of desktop computing and reduce energy bills, says
OING GREEN

begin

Catherine Steeves, associate chief librarian for information technology

services and chair of the University's

Green Computing Task Group
(GCTG). The task group wasstruck
by U of G's information Services
Committee.

Besides saving energy and ensur-

ing cleaner computer components,
the task force expects its efforts will
help in reducing greenhouse gas
emissions associated with campus
computing - no small concern
with this month's release of a report
by the UN Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change linking human
activitjes to global warming.
Referring to recent national polling results - reflected partly in rean\. 'QO\icy 'M\J\.OU.'l\amcntt by the

federal Conservatives Steeves
says: "The environment now swpasses health care in Canadians'
consciousness."
Late last year, the GCTG recommended three key initiatives in a report called "Campus Computing
and the Environment." Working
along with other campus groups
such as the Information Technology
Special Interest Group (ITSIG).
Gillian
Maurice, sustainability
co-ordinator in Physical Resowces,
is now preparing to implement tw'o
ideas, as follows:

• Awareness campaign. Focus
groups will look at awareness of
energy use and conservation in computing and potential barriers to
green computing. The campaign
will offer ideas to students, faculty
and staff on basic computing practices, from reminders about turning
off monitors to use of power-saving
features and settings.
• Energy conservation strategies. A
survey in January of information
technology managers across campus
yielded information about current
power-management
practices
among computer users. That information will be used to develop standard practices and power- consumption settings designed to save
energy. Those procedures, involving
University IT staff and Physical
Resources, are expected to be ready
for implementation by spring.
Steeves says the third priority a recommendation to implement a
green pwchasing policy for desktop
computers - will be explored with
Purchasing Services. That policy
might, for example, include environmental evaluation criteria fa-

vouring equipment made with less
toxic materials or adhering to
energy-efficiency standards or favouring companies using environsens1tlve
practices.
mentally
Vendors might be required to offer a
recycling program and a disposal
program for electronic waste.
(Currently, monitors and other
computer hardware from U of G are
sent to two organizations for recycling and recovery. In 2005, the University sent almost 900 kilograms of
monitors for recycling.)
Computer purchasers typically
consider needs, costs and service arrangements before buying or leasing
equipment, says Steeves.
"What we're suggesting is that
there should be some environmental criteria in there."
Ask Maurice why U ofG is focusing on "green computing" and she'll
probably show you the door, or at
least the chart fastened there. It's a
copy of the graphic used by former
American vice-president Al Gore in
the documentary Au Inconvenient
Trntli to show the connections betw'een global temperature trends
and levels of atmospheric carbon
dioxide during the past 600,000
years.
For Maurice, the warning in the
picture is clear: climate change is
real and nee'd:s to be addressed.
How? "Climate change is a larger
story made up of many smaller factors," she says. "One of those smaller
factors is computing on campus."
That was the message of a report
about campus computing completed by undergraduate students in
2005 as a course project for Prof. Joe
Ackerman, associate dean of the
Faculty of Environmental Sciences.
That project sparked formation of
the task force late that year to review
green computing policies here and
at other universities and to recommend
ideas
for
awareness,
conservation and procurement.
"Green computing is essentially
part of the larger sustainability picture on campus," says Mawice, a
member of the GCTG.
Steeves and Maurice also presented the GCTG's recommendations, particularly those on energy
conservation ideas, to ITSIG in
mid-January. A working group including ITSIG members to be
chaired by Maurice will develop energy-saving computing standards.
Bo Wandschneider, associate
director, information systems services, in Computing and Communications Services (CCS), says CCS "is
extremely supportive of the work
being done by the task group. The
important thing is now raising
awareness and showing people what
they can do."
Last month, Ar Guelph reported
on campus energy conservation initiatives, including the formation of
the Energy Conservation Working
Group. That body, consisting of students, faculty and staff, will identify
and address broader energy conservation issues on campus.

T caching U of G volleyball
players how to execute kills and
digs is only part of what Cal
Wigston does on the coaching
front. He also leads a basketball
team that includes his son
Brady, 12. Wigston himself
played basketball tluoughout
high school. "I love the game,
and my kids do, too," he says. Cal Wigston
A combined interest in children and sports led Wigston and his wife, Sue, to start a
volleyball program at U of G for kids 13 and under, an
offshoot of the popular 21-and-under program offered
by the University.
Away from the gym, he enjoys travelling, but he recently gave up his most beloved form of transportation
- a Honda VFR 800 motorcycle.
"I've travelled down into New York and to New
Hampshire on it," he says, adding that he's a speed freak.
"We've done other trips where we hop on the bikes and
go up north for a few days."
Wigston is already looking forward to the day when
he gets his hands on another VFR 800. "That's my bike,"
he says. "I love the look of it, I love the sound of it. I had
my motorcycle licence before I had my driver's licence."

BRAMCADSBY
Faculty member hi the Department of Economics si'ice
1982

Prof. Bram Cadsby bas long
been fascinated by China's civilization, culture, history and
food. So fascinated, in fact, that
he decided to take Mandarin
lessons, something he does
once a week.
"My wife is Chinese and ow
six-month-old baby is halfChincse, so I want to be able to
unders tand when they"re talk-

ing to each other," Cads by says.
With the new addition to the family, he admits his
recreational time has been seriously affected, but he and
his wife, Fei Song, a professor at the Ryerson School of
Business, still occasionally head into Toronto for an authentic Chinese meal. True Sichuan - the numbingly
spicy variety - is a favourite, although Cadsby came

across a Uyghur restaurant and was impressed by the
yang rou chuan, a lamb kebab dish made with cumin.
He also collects what he calls "Mao kitsch" items, referring to memorabilia from Chairman Mao's reign during the Cultural Revolution. The economist has a framed
collection of propaganda buttons and a bona fide copy of
the Little Red Book distributed by the People's Liberation
Army. He says there are plenty of fake Mao items out
there, but he's confident his are the real deal.
"The Mao buttons I got through my wife's grandparents, so I know they're authentic."
Musicals are another passion of Cadsbfs. Favourites
include Anytliing Goes, Showboat, Guys and Dolls, My
Fair Lady and most of the works of Rodgers and
Hammerstein. He says the interest started early in his
childhood when his parents would play recordings from
musicals to keep him quiet.
"As a result, I know the words to many Broadway
songs

KATY MARTIN
Second-year Shldeut in the child, youth and family program
Katy Martin doesn't have any
dreams of becoming a rock star,
but she has recently developed
an appreciation for the guitar in the cyber world, that is. When
her roommate received the
video game Guitar Hero for his
birthday about a month ago, a
new time-consuming hobby was
born.
Katy Martin
"My roommates and I sit
around and play it for hours on
end," says Martin. "You have a pretend guitar, and there
are (colour-coded) buttons you have to press as they
come up on the screen. You play along to the songs."
It's both challenging and fun trying to replicate the
music, she says, although it in no way provides any useful guitar training.
"It's become addictive," she admits. "It's just fun
beating other people's scores. You listen to good songs
and you pretend you're actually. playing. It's cool."
Benveen her busy school schedule and the new-found
passion for video riffing, Martin bas reconnected with an
old pastime she enjoyed while growing up in Oakville.
She's started skating once or twice a week at the rink on
campus.
"I did figure skating for 10 years," she says, "but I've
just got back into it. It's a little rocky, but it's fun."

Movin' on Up
Data Resource Centre draws more users after relocating from library basement
BY DAYID DICENZO

puter, along with a table outside in
the hallway with three student comsums
puters. Unless a student happened to
up the increased traffic at the
stumble across the centre, users typiUniversity's
new-look
Data
cally learned what it had to offer
Resource Centre {DRC) in the
through word of mouth, says EdMclaughlin Library - location,
wards. In its new location, the centre
location, location. Guelph students
has much more space and is conduare taking full advantage of the
cive to both group work and individcentre's fresh digs, now in plain sight
ual consultation, she says.
on the first floor of the library.
"Students now have easier access
Originally located in the baseto get hold of us for help, and we also
ment of the building, the DRC
have a consulting room where we
moved upstairs last August, boosting
can go sit quietly one-on-one.''
its visibility.
Mark Leithead, a first-year mas"The best feedback is from the
ter's student in environmental biolstudents," says DRC co-ordinator
ogy, says he spent almost every day
Michelle Edwards. "They absolutely
of the fall semester in the DRC using
love it. Usage is definitely up."
the GIS computer for his work on
And that's exactly what the comthe association of treefall gaps in the
mittee that decided to move the cencanopy of a SO-hectare piece of troptre was aiming for, she says. That
ical land and species diversity.
committee was made up of members
"The computers here are very
of the chief information officer's offast," he says. " It takes a while to profice, Computing and Communicacess 300,000 trees."
tions Services and the library.
In his first few days on campus, "I
In its basement location, the
had no idea where to go," says
DRC consisted of a small room with
Leithead. "I just walked into the litw'o staff machines and a Geographic
brary and 1 walked into the centre. If
Information Systems (GIS) comit were still in the basement, there's
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no way I would have ended up coming here."
'Fhe DRC offers tw'o types of data:
statistical/numerical and geospatial
(GIS). Both are organized by categories, with most of the GIS information available o nline through
various links, although some is CDbased. The numerical and statistical
data are obtained through consortia!
agreements and from individual
suppliers such as Statistics Canada,
the United Nations and the International Monetary Fund. lfhey cover
information ranging from consumer
and population data to public opinion polls and are accessed through
the web retrieval system Nesstar.
Edwards says undergraduate and
graduate students in programs such
as engineering, economics, sociology and psychology are regular users
of the centre. And some courses have
assignments tied into the resources.
"Students have caught on really
quickly how to drill down and look
at the data," she says, adding that
regular workshops are available for
those who need help gathering information. "It's one-stop shopping."

Who Really Shot Abraham Lincoln?
U of G student marries history and literature in long list of literary and theatre projects
BY DAVID DICENZO

H

in combined," he says. " It was one of
the most brutal and bloody fights.
Sometimes it's essential to catalogue
the graphic nature of the war. You
realize you don't ever want to see
that again."

cut it
for Erik Mortensen. A 19year-old Fergus writer in his second
year ofan English and history double
major at U ofG, Mortensen says he's
always been interested in edgy
subjects when it comes to his work.
Be it conspiracies or the paranormal,
UMDRUM JUST DOESN'T

the more colourful the topic, the

better.

"One of the concepts I like to apply to my writing is, if it isn't controversial, it isn't good enough," be

says.

Controversial is an apt description of his recently released novella,
Aveng;,1g Abe. Set during the Civil
War, the story follows Capt. Jason

Gosse, a dedicated Union soldier
who's assigned to protect President
Abraham Lincoln on a trip through a
dangerous stretch of the countryside
riddled with assassins. When Lincoln is subsequently shot - and not
in a theatre - Gosse and his best
friend, sharpshooter Kevin Hughes,
follow orders and bring the president back to Washington, where
"one of the greatest coverups of all
time" begins to unfold.
Told through Gosse's voice,
Avenging Abe blends historically accurate detail and a wild storyline.
Mortensen says the first-person account is particuJarly important because it provides insight into a
character who~re;naj.ns. cledicated to
ille ciuse - Ultimately Winning the
war - despite his apprehension
throughout.
"I wanted to set it up that way because when you reach the end, you
see a lot more of the web that comes
loose," he says. "And you get to see
how quickly what you assume to be
real, whether you're in the situation
or just reading about it, changes. I

Eating and sleeping come second for writer, producer, director, actor,
stand-up comedian and full-time student Erik Mortensen.
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

think that's pretty true ofall time periods and these situations-the person being told what to do never
knows the full facts until it's too
late."
Mortensen last took American
history back in high school when he
attended St. James in Guelph, which
is when he actually began to write the
book. He says he put a lot of time

into researching the period, making
sure that details of the story were
bang on, from the movements in
battle and the type of liquor consumed to the names of native Americans depicted. Capturing the gore of
the conflict was also crucial, he says.
"More Americans ended up dying in the Civil Wu than in every
other war America has been involved

A prolific writer, Mortensen says
he typically has cwo ways of coming
up with ideas. Sometimes cbey simply pop into his head. Other times,
he asks a friend to give him a list of a
couple of items, some traits of a potential character and a setting for the
story, which is how Avenging Abe got
its start. A friend suggested a pocket
watch, a tri-cornered hat, a coward, a
loudmouth and the setting of the
Civil War. "From there, I threw the
story together."
Mortensen says his first serious
attempt at writing was in Grade 5
when his teacher asked the class to
produce a short story. He handed in
20 pages on a group of people off to
find the lost world of Atlantis.
"I've always loved creativity and
imagination," he says. "Most of my
friends were off playing football, and
I was sitting there th.inking up imaginary worlds."
Mortensen, who writes every day
and admits to getting only about
four hours of sleep a night, received
the Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association Young Authors
Award, the Lions Club Creative
Writing Award, the St. James Literary Award and the St. James Lifetime
Acllic-vement in the .A:ru-AW<Ud.
But he aspires to much more than
seeing his words on a page. He's also
interested in producing. directing,
doing stand-up comedy and acting.
ln November, he did his first oneperson show.
The list of projects Mortensen
bas in the works is staggering; a second novel, to be called Divine Revolution; a children's book that will be

illustrated by his girlfriend; a
Sherlock Holmes-themed production that's being put on by the
Mainstreet Players, a Fergus-based
theatre company he founded last
year; a musical planned for 2008
consisting entirely ofAerosmith music; and an "edgy" play for the
"Shakespeare - Made in Canada"
festival called Hot Purmit, which he
sums up as "A Midsmnmer Night's
Dream meets Americar1 Pie."
Mortensen also works at Tim
Hortons to raise extr.\ funds for h.is
theatre company, regularly sends
scripts out to Holl)'\vood bigwigs like
Jerry Bruckheimer and says he'd love
to do an MAin creative writing at the
University of Guelph-Humber.
Throw in school and it's easy to
see wby he says eating and sleeping
"come second to everything else."
Prof. Kevin James, History, says
Mortensen "has found a very creative way of marrying his skills in
history and literatwe. His approach
to historical fiction is imaginative.
And bet\veen stand-up. writing fiction and his other pursuits, Erik also
devotes a lot of time and energy to
his courses. That's impressive."
Mortensen admits he's endured
some struggles, mostly because of his
age. When some people realize he's
just 19. they quickly lose interest in
his work, he says. But rJ1at hasn't deterred him from following his
dreams. He says he simply works
whb lhe peop)e who do believe \n
him 1 like Crackjaw Publishing. a new
local company that helped see
A veriging Abe come to fruition.
"A quote I heard when l was
younger and that I really believe in is:
'The only things we regret in life are
the risks we don't take.' Ever since
then, every time 1 think; 'Should I or
shouldn't I do something,' I end up
doing it."

Students Help Design Therapeutic Garden in Fergus
Course project becomes more than just a grade for landscape architecture students

A

BY ANDREW VOWLES

to be
developed this year at a mental health
clinic in downtown Fergus will have roots in
student projects at U ofG.
Besides providing design ideas for the garden, the University's involvement has helped
secure vital funding, says clinic supervisor Kim
Muller. late last year, the clinic received
$60,000 from the province to develop the
project.
The garden will be based on a design done
for a fourth-year thesis project by Lee Morrison, who worked with Prof. Nate Perkins,
NEW

THERAPEUTIC

GARDEN

This rural community outreach project has
School of Environmental Design and Rural
Development (SEDRD); Morrison graduated involved students and faculty from SEDRD
from Guelph last spring. In addition, the gar- programs in both landscape architecture and
den will probably use clements of drawings capacity development and extension (CDE).
done last year by BLA students taking first-year says Landman. "It's a great link between the
design courses with SEDRD professors Karen two programs in the school."
In 2005, tw'o CDE graduate students had
Landman and Rob Corry.
Exhibited last year on campus and during consulted with clinic staff to learn about the
an open house in Fergus, those drawings varied needs of patients and visitors at the facilhelped raise awareness of the project, says Mul- ity. Users range from children to seniors with
ler. Having designs in hand was also a big help varied disabilities and mental health issues.
when the clinic applied for funding. he says.
The clinic shares its building with a day pro"Karen's students put the ideas to paper- gram for people with Alzheimer's disease.
About 50 first-year BLA students used that
they put in visual terms what we had imagined.
information along with a site visit to work out
It was an absolute gift to have those designs."
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designs. They also consuJted with Dr. Joanne
Westphal, a physician and landscape architecture professor in Michigan who visited Guelph
last year to discuss therapeutic landscape
design.
The proposed garden will occupy a vacant
lot next door to the clinic building. Students
had to consider such design elements as mixed
shade and sun and a steep slope near the street.
'The challenge for the students was to take
a small space and create a garden that would
suit many users," says Landman. "When they
see how it affects people's lives, it's not just a
cour-se project to get a grade. These are real
people."
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Anderson Heads
New Institute
Continued from page 1
to serve as a U of G spokesperson but
"to make contact wi th policy- makers to ensure th at th e research done
here receives appropriate consideration in the policy process. ''
By early January, Anderson had
met with various researchers and
units across campus and talked with
Guelph Mayor Karen Farbridge.
He was invited to work with

Guelph by Prof. Joe Ackerm an, asso-

ciate dean of FES, after the former
federaJ minister spoke during the
2005/06 Kenneth Hammond Lectures on Environment, Energy and
Resowces. Anderson also spoke on
campus at nation al stewardship and
conservation confere nces organized

by Hilts begin ning in 2000.

First elected to Ottawa in 1968,
Anderson established Parliament's
first Environment Committee two
years later. In 1972, he switched
fr om fe deral to provincial politics,
winning both a seat in the B.C.
legislatu re and the leadership of the
B.C. Liberal party. Re-elected as a
Liberal MP in 1993, he served more
than a decade as a cabinet minister in
the Chretien and Martin governments. He spent r..vo years as minister of fisheries and oceans before
becoming minister of the environment.
During his five years in the latte r
i><::.nfo\\c::.,

'2at-U~en\.

i>"UM:.d

\he

Spccies-at-!Usk Act and Canada ratified the Kyoto Protocol to the Rio
Convention on Climate Chan ge.
Anderson chose n ot to run in the
2006 election that brought the
Harper Conservatives to power.
Asked about this year's replacement of form er environment minister Rona Ambrose by John Baird,
Anderson says he believes Prime
Minister Stephen Harper now recognizes that he must reconsider his
previous position in light o f the
"overwh elming consensus" among
scientists about the climate effects of
human-induced greenhouse gases.
"As a policy-maker, on an issue
of this type and importance, you
don't have the right to base policy on

a small number of dissenting
voices," says Anderson. "It's your
job to protect the public in teres t, not
gamble with it. In power, you don't
have the political authori ry or the
moral right to ignore the high level
of agreement and the clear advice
that the scientific community bas
provided."
Ontario Agricultural College
dean Craig Pearson says he's "delighted" that Anderson has joined
the Urtiversity and "excited" about
the possibilities fo r the GIE.
Besides the GJE, a proposed campus network is intended to conn ect
researchers at U of G and all three regional campuses working in environmental and related sciences. This
body - probably a web database
listing all pertinent institutes and research centres at Guelph - would
help in comm unicating and representing expertise outside the
University, says Hilts.
"Just havin g the in for mation on
current faculty research across the
campus available is a big step forward," he says, explain ing that the
proposed network would help not
just current researchers but also new
faculty looking for potential
research and teaching collaborators.
"People doing environ mental research at Guelph should know each
o\het . f>J.so, we. gel. m an y t c.qucst.s

from off campus for referrals ro appropriate experts, and having a network would help match up those
requests and those experts."
Hilts says such a network would
also encourage fo rmation of n ew environmental research groups on
campus, help researchers develop
interdisciplinary funding and enable
campus members to connect their
work with policy-makers through
the GIE.
Anderson will give a public lecture on "Linking Public Policy to
Science: The Challenges" as pa rt of
OAC's public lecture series Feb. 28 at
5:30 p.m. in Room 1714 of the Ontario Veterinary College's Lifetime
Leaming Centre.

Where Are You Now?
If you can identify where this photo was taken on campus, you will have your name entered In a draw to be
held at the end of the semester for a $50 gift certificate donated by the U of G Bookstore. Anyone who
s ubmits t he right answer by Feb. 16 at 4: 45 p.m. is eligible for the draw. Send your response to
r.kendall@exec.uoguelph.ca or call Ext. 56039. fhe following people correctly reported that the Jan. 31
photo was of a piece of stained glass in the OVC library: Bill Clair, John Van Manen, Danny Martin and Ray
Hutchinson.
PHOTO BY REBECCA KENDAtl

Maki ng a Di fference
Continued from page 1
exciting to see that kind of res ponse
and made the whole process very rewarding fo r those of us working behind the scenes."
Levy's volunteer stint will take
him to Shawake, Botsw'ana, to work
on a website design assignment.
Johnsto n a nd Yo "i'lre b o th h eaded for

Nepal, where they'll work with the
Nepal Fair Trade Group. Hoffmeyer
is also going to Nepal, to help the
Federation of Community Forest
Users with a database to organize its
records.
"My expectation is to train the
staff in using a database by teaching
them how d atabases work and in-

valving them in creating one that
will give them the reports they need
to do their work," she says. "The fed.
eration's goals are forest sustainability and community economic sustainability - goals I will
be proud to support."
H o ffm eyer is excit ed about the
trip to Nepal, her first to the region.
She says she has a genuine interest in
understanding how o ther cultures
perceive the world and their role in
it. She'll have the opportunity to do
just that - not only by working with
the Federation of Community Forest
Users but also by living with a

Nepalese family.
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" It's a perfect way to help them
achieve their goals and for m e to gain
understanding of how our actions in
Canada affect other parts of the
world and to know how I should
make changes to the way I live at
home," she says.
"For anyone who wants to participate in volunteer work in another
cultu re, Leave fo r Ohange is a wonderful op portunity because we have
the support of both our employer
and the local organization we'll be
serving. The program is also a great
opportunity for U of G to extend its
community service efforts to the
global community. "

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
1995 Mazda 626, maroon, four-door
automatic, 142,000 km, good condi-

tion, well-maintained, emissions
tested in summer 2006, mwarner@
uoguelph .ca.

1998 Nissan Maxima, silver, fourdoor automatic, all power options,
well-maintained, includes Michelin
winter tires with rims; Sklar Peppler

pullout sofa bed, two matching
throw pillows and new slipcover;
Nordic Track Plus ski machine with

computer and pulse monitor, mint
condition, Aldo, 519-766-9289 or
acaputo@uoguelph .ca.

Water softener in working condition, Barb, Ext. 50243, 519-82 1-7069
or barb@pr.uoguelph.ca.
LG white 22-cubic-foot refrigerator
with bottom-mount freezer, new,
still in box, Ann, 5 19-787-2532.

Children's Karhu Sidekick crosscountry skis, 140 cm, poles and size 2
(34) boots, pin-trap-style bindings,
519-836-4877.
Philips PET824 ponable DVD and

DivX movie player with 8.5-inch
1.CD display, never used , remote, car

adaptor battery, all cords, Jenny,
519-836-7066
or
jspurrel@
uogueleh .ca,. •

•.

Three-bedroom, two-storey, l,400square-foot house in Exhibition
Par k area, renovated kitchen,
Jac;uzzi, enclosed sunroom with
woodstove, high-efficiency gas fur nace, central air , refinished hardwood floors, fenced rear yard, perennial gardens, attached garage, 519829-1659.

FOR RENT

Furnished three-bedroom, l ,150square-foot house downtown across
from park and river, hardwood
floor s, central air, backyard, two
decks, garage, available July/Augwt
2007 to July/August 2008, $1,250 a
m onth plus utilities, nuncculla@
uoguclph.ca.
Three-bedroom house in Cambridge, den/office, two full baths, TV
room, eat-in kitchen with separate
dining room, hvo-car garage, large
yard , satellite TV and wireless
Internet available, pets and children
welcome, available Sept. 1, 2007, to
June 30, 2008, $ 1,500 a month inclusive, dcomeli@uoguelph.ca.
Winterized cottage nearTobermory,
weekly or weekend rates, Ext. 53392.
One-bedroom condo at Celebrity
Resorts near Disney World, sleeps
four, ensuite whirlpool bath, completely refurbished, numerous amenities, March 2 to 9, $425 Cdn, photos available, 519-766-8240.
Resort condo in Collingwood/Blue
Mountain, sleeps four to eight, skiing, beaches, golf, pools, Scenic
Caves, close to shopping and restaurants, 1-866-887-8835 or visit www.
vaxxine.corn/rental.
Cottage in Southampton, sleeps
four ~.~ fireP.~ rivate tr_
e ed lot,
W'MKtng distance ro harbour, downtown and golf course, $700 a week
from June to September, Melody,
Ext. 54337 or m .wren@exec.
uoguelph.ca.

WANTED
Experienced editor/writing coach to
lead short professional writing
course for graduate students this
summer, must have experience in

professional editing and ability to
teach technical writing skills, send
CV and references to: Chair, Department of Economics, Room 725,
MacKinnon Building, by March l.

House for Rent

House available for Fall Semester 2007.
Three bedrooms, three baths, walking
distance to University, fully equipped,
suit visiting academic, $1,400 per month.

519-767-1480

Re Store

Department of Human Health and
Nutritional Sciences needs healthy
non-smoking males aged 45 to 65 for
study of the effects of different types
of bread on potential risk factors for
Type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular
disease, financial compensation,
Hilary, Ext. 56967 or htulk@
uoguelph .ca.

45 Dawson Road

Un.ii 4, Guelph, Ontario, N IH ! Bl
1d: S19-780-2323

Monday - Friday
Saturday

We sell new and~ materials for home rcnovauoo iiru:I

PhD candidate in the Department of
Psychology is looking for working
mothers or fathers to participate in
one-hour focu s group on work-family conflict, compensation provided,
519-841-4 173.

U of G nutrition researchers and
Health Canada seek seven- and
eight-year-old boys for study of zinc
intake, compensation provided,
Melissa, 519-820-2633 or zip@
uoguelph.ca.

AVAILABLE
ESL coaching, specializing in professional upgrading for foreign-born
professionals - speaking, reading,
writing and listening. I begin where
government programs leave off, Jacqueline, 519-766-4504.
Care for your dog in my home while
or
you
travel,
5 19-836-8086
cdenuners@uoguelph.ca.
Classifieds is a free service available
to staff, faculty, students, alumni
and retiiees of the University. Submit items to Linda Graham on Level
4 of the University Centre, fax to
519-824-7962 or send e-mail to
l.graham@exec. uoguelph.ca.

10AM-5PM
9AM-4PM

repMr donated by m:ululactuun, retail en and hoo1eownen

PRICES 50% - 80% BELOW RETAIL

Planning a renovation? Recycle your unwanted
materials by donating them to the ReStore.

Kitchen sets (rabinct!, a ppliances, sink!)
panicutarly appreciated. FREE PICK-UP
R~vmu~from

the ReSlorr 1.1 us(d to b11i/d

Hab1to1for ham~ in GuclphnJ"cl/ing1011 Cou11f)'

Toto Aquia ™
Dual Flush Toilet
(1.6 Gpf/ 6 Lpf and
0.9 Gpf/ 3.4 Lpf)

•Elongated skirted
design, two-piece toilet
•Dual-Max TM
Flushing System
• l'ush bu.tton sty).e flush
option

STARTING FROM $459

°1.!!:~X

55 Dawson Road
Guelph, 519-821-5744
On the Fergus-Elora
Road, Elora
519-846-5381

-

MONTESSORI

Two-bedroom apartment in quiet
adult building near downtown London, close to the University of Western Ontario, non-smokers, no pets,
parking, available May l , $550 a
month per bedroom inclusive, oneyear lease, 519-843-3470, tnudds@
uoguelph.ca
or
nudds. famil y@
sympatico.ca .

SCHOOL OF WELLINGTON
established 1996

Take
Heart!
February is Heart
Month. For more
information, visit the
Heart and Stroke
Foundation website at
ww2.heartandstroke.ca
or the Health
Canada website at
www.hc-sc.gc.ca.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Full· & half-day programs for 2 1/2 to 5 years
After-school program
Large gym & outdoor play area
Enhanced reading, writing & math
French, music, art & physical education
Social skill development in family setting

519-821-5876

(located in Dublin Slreet United Church)
68 Suffolk Street West, Guelph N1 H 2J2
www.montessori-school .ca
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Makers of Eight-Way.Hand-Tied Sofas Since 1990.
Visit our showroom and experience firsthand
the quality and comfort of every sofa we make.

Main Slreet, Rockwood - Open Tues-Sat 10·5, Sun 12-5

519.856.2575 www.rumoursfurniture.com

-

EVENTS
ARBORETUM
"An EcologicaJ Vegetable Garden" is
the focus of a workshop led by Erin
Harkins March 8 from 9 a.m. to
noon or I to 4 p.m. Cost is $35. Registration is recommended by Feb.
22.
Horticulturist Sean Fox presents
"The Art and Practice of Pruning~·
March 20, 21 or 22 from I to 4:30
p.m. Cost is $30. Registration is recommended by March 6.
The Theatre in the Trees dinnertheatrc production of Broken Up by
Nick Hall runs Saturdays until April
28. Call Ext. 54110 for tickets.

CONCERTS
The School of Fine Art and Music's
Thursday noon-hour concerts continue Feb. I 5 with harpsichordist
Susan Toman performing masterpieces of the 20th century and
March I with electronic music by
Prof. Jim Harley. Concerts arc held
in MacKinnon 107.

CONFERENCE
The Department of Philosophy
presents the third annual conference
on "Irreconcilable Differences: Fostering Dialogue Between Philosophy
and. Tuco\oWf" Ma'tch.. 3 &o m n oon

6 p.m. in Thornbrough J200. For
more information, send e-mail to
lrrDi!f@gmail.com.
lo

FILM
Docu.rama, a documentary film
series sponsored by the U of G
Library and the Central Student
Association, presents Black Gold
Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. in Thornbrough
1307. Admission is free.

LECTURES
The Ontario Agricultural College's
public lecture series continues Feb.
28 with Prof. David Anderson,
director of the Guelph Institute for
the Environment, discussing "Link-

ing Public Policy to Science: The
Challenges." On March 7, the topic
is " Putting Animal Welfure Into
Practice" with Prof. Tina Widowski,
directo r of U of G's Colonel K.L.
Campbell Centre for the Study of
Animal Welfare. The talks begin at
5:30 p.m. in OVC 1714.
Noted Scottish organist Marjorie
Bruce will give a public lecture on
the music of the late French organist
and composer Jean Langlais March 6
at 10 a.m. in MacKinnon 107. She
will also do a benefit performance
for the Masai Project March 11 at 4
p.m. at Knox Presbyterian Church.

NOTICES
Campus labour groups are sponsoring a town hall meeting on flex bene·
fits Feb. 27 at noon in Peter Clark
Hall. All employees are welcome.

cesses" Feb. 16. On March 2. Neel
Aluru of the University of Waterloo
explores "D ioxin Toxicity and Red
Wine: Potential (Ncuro) Endocrine
Mechanisms of Action." The
seminars are at 12:30 p.m. in
Axelrod 168.
The seminar series hosted by the
plant biology group in the Department of MolecuJar and CeUuJar
Biology continues Feb. 26 with
Profs. Jane Robb and Ross Nazar
discussing "Verticillium Resistance
and Defence Genes" and March 5
with Prof. Larry Peterson considering "Interactions Betw-een Soil Fungi
and Plant Roots." The talks begin at
3:30 p.m. in Axelrod 337.

The Stress Management and High
Performance Clinic is offering a program for managing headaches
beginning March 7. It runs for four
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in
UC 335. For infonnation, leave a
message at Ext. 52662 or visit
www.uoguelph.ca1- ksomers.

"Plant- Pollinator Interactions and
Mating System Evolution in Fragmented Landscapes" is the topic of
Elizabeth Elle of Simon Fraser University Feb. 27 in the Department of
Integrative Biology seminar series.
On March 6, Gabriel MorenoHagclsieb of Wilfrid Laurier University examines "Operons and the
Computational Prediction of Functional Interaction Networks in
Prokaryotes." The seminars are at
3:30 p.m. in Axelrod 265A.

Equine Guelph and the Office of
Open Leaming are offering workshops on equine journalism April 14

Next up in the Department of Physics seminar series Feb. 27 is Peter
Brown of the University of Western

and 2 l and equine :lJ]atomy April 28

and 29. To register, visit
open.uoguelph.ca/offerings.

W\VW.

READING
Writer-in-residence Lee Maracle
will read &om her novel Daughters
Are Forever March 7 at 4 p.m. in
Massey 100. The reading will be followed by a discussion inspired by
lntemational Women's Day.

SEMINARS
The Department of lntegrative Biology's "Loaves and Fishes" seminar
series presents PhD student Astrid
Schwalb discussing "Early Life History of Freshwater Mussels - Settlement and Post-Settlement Pro-

Ontario exploring "The

Impact

Hazard From Comets and Asteroids" at 4 p.m. in science complex
1511.
The Department of Molecular and
Cellular Biology presents Peter
Greenberg of the University of
Washington considering "Sociomicrobiology: Q uorum Sensing and
the Co-ordination of Group Activities in Bacteria" Feb. 28 at 3:30 p.m.
in ovc 1714.
The Department of Computing and
Information Science seminar series
continues Feb. 28 with Prof. Bill
Gardner, CIS, and March 7 with
Prof. David Kribs, Mathematics and
Statistics, discussing "Error Correction in Quantum Computing." The

seminars begin at 4:30 p.m. in
Reynolds 2 19.
Next up in the Department of
Pathobiology seminar series is PhD
candidate Armando Hernandez
examining "Genetic Parameters of
Dairy Catt1e Immune Response
Traits'' March 2 at 2 p.m. in
Pathobiology 2106.

TEACHING SUPPORT
For instructors and support staff
who run onli.ne WebCT courses,
Teaching Support SeIVices' series on
"WebCT Tips and Tools" presents
"Quizi.ing/Respondus" Feb. JS and
"Online Communications/Wimba''
March I. TSS's hands-on Photoshop
workshops continue with a session
o n layers Feb. 28. For more information and to register, visit www.
tss.uoguelph.ca. If you have questions, call Mary Nairn at Ext. 53571.
TSS's discussion series for teaching
assistants focuses on exam invigilation Feb. 28. Register at W\Vw.tss.
uoguclph.ca. Call Trevor Holmes at
Ext. 52963 with questions.

THESIS DEFENCES
The final examination of M.Sc. candidate Chris Liddy, Environmental
Biology. is Feb. 23 at 9 a.m. in Graham
3301.
The
thesis
is
"Remediation of Animal Holding
Facility Air From Ammonia, Dust
and Micro-organisms Contamination Using a Trickling Water Scrubber." The advisers are Prof. Mike
Dixon and Alan Darlington.
The final examination of M.Sc. candidate Pete Cott, Environmental
Biology, is Feb. 26 at 9:45 a.m . in
Bovey 11 18. The thesis is "Fisheries
and Limnological-Related Impacts
ofWater Withdrawal From Ice-Covered Lakes." The advisers are Prof.
Mike Dixon and Paul Sibley.
Th e final examination of M.Sc. candidate Bob Farmer, Integrative Biology, is Feb. 28 at 9 a.m. in Axelrod
337. The thesis is "Factors Associ-

ated With Roadkill in Southern
Ontario Parks." The adviser is Prof.
Ron Brooks.

The Gu elph Concert Band presents
"Storytellers," a family-friendly concert featuring Peter at1d the Wolfand
A Day at the Circus, Feb. 25 at 3 p.m .
at the River Run Centre. For tickets,
call 519-763-3000.
The Guelph Contemporary Dance
Festival is hosting a March Break
camp featuring dance, drumming,
theatre and visual arts March 12 to
16 at the River Run Centre. To book
a space, call 519-763-3000. For
infonnation, call 519-780-2220.
A benefit concert for the Elora Festi-

val will showcase the award-winning
E1ora Festival Singers Feb. 25 at 4
p.m. at Melville United Church in
Fergus. For ticket information, call
519-846-0331.
Touchmark llheatrc presents Bell,
Book a'1d Ca11dle by John Van
Druten Feb. 16 to 24 at the River
Run Centre. Call 519-763-3000 for
ticket information.
The Canadian Cancer Society needs
volunteers to sell daffodils and canvass door-to-door in April. For
information, call 5 19-824-1126 1

visit W\\T\V.cancer.ca.
The Guelph Youth Singers host a
sing-a-thon fundraiser Feb. 17 from
IOa.m. to 4 p.m. at Stone Road Mall.
The Guelph Civic Museum is
offering a morning March Break
camp for children aged six to 12
March 12 to 16. This year's theme is
"History With Shakespeare."
To
register, call 519-836- 1221.
A Heritage Day muJticultural festival
runs Feb. 18 from noon to 4 p.m. at
Wellington County Museum and
Archives. 'Fhe museum's gallery
music group performs Feb. 25 at 2
p.m .

U of G Wheels in Motion Team Is Top Fund raiser
Money raised through 2006 event now available to help people with spinal cord injuries in Guelph area

T

of any group in the country," says money we raised will stay right here
Cyndy Mclean, director of the HPC in Guelph to help address high-priand captain of the team that raised ority needs and provide services in
Centre (HPC) team was the top
nearly $12,000. A former marathon the community," says McLean.
fundraising group in Canada at the
runner and elite-level athlete,
The Guelph Wheels in Motion,
Guelph 2006 Wheels in Motion, it
Mclean was left paraplegic after a held last June on campus, raised
was recently learned.
fall in 2003. She is a member of the dose to $30,000 and set a locaJ re"Quality of Life" funding raised
local event organizing committee cord. About half of the money goes
by that team and others during the
and is a national ambassador for the to support national research efforts
annual national event sponsored by
Rick Hansen Foundation.
overseen by the Rick Hansen Founthe Rick Hansen Foundation is now
As a prize, the HPC team won five
dation, and the remaining funds stay
available to help people with spinal
round-trip tickets &om Air Canada, in the host community.
cord injuries who live or work in the
which were awarded to the team's
The portion that remains in
Guelph area.
top fundraisers.
Guelph will go directly to local resi"'It was very rewarding to learn
"But even more rewarding is the dents with spinal cord injuries to
that our team raised the most money
fact that a significant portion of the help improve their quality of life,

BY LORI BONA HUNT

HE HEALTH and Performance
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says McLean. Individuals or their
families can apply for the funding to
address personal needs; support a
recreational or sports initiative; o r
help provide services, assistance or
resources.
A maximum of$800 per application h as been set to ensure that as
many people as possible receive support, she says. The deadline to apply
for funds is March 1. For an application fonn or more information, contact Mairin Viol, a member of the
Guelph Wheels in Motion organizing committee, at 519·716- 1320 or
mairinviol@rogers.com.
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Almost 200 people participated
in or volunteered at last year's
Guelph Wheels in Motion. The 2007
event will be held June 10. This year,
in addition to a wheeUwalk/run, the
d ay will feature n ew team events, including a wheelchair challenge in
which participants compete against
other teams at completing everyday
tasks from a wheelchair.
President Alastair Summerlee has
agreed to serve as honorary chair of
this year's event.
For more information about
Wheels in Motion, send e-mail to
McLean at cmdean@uoguclph.ca.

