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Shakespeare Portrait Guelph-Bound
Dean
of Arts
Named T
Painting to be focus of 'Shakespeare - Made in Canada' festival running next January to May

BY LORI BONA HUNT

evidence that
a Canadian man who happens
to be a friend and supporter of the
University of Guelph may own the
only portrait of William Shakespeare
painted while he was alive. That
painting is coming to Guelph next
year and will be the focus of the
region's "Shakespeare - Made in
Canada" festival.
Known as the Sanders portrait,
the painting is thought to depict the
Bard at age 39 and is owned by Ottawa resident Lloyd Sullivan. It's also
the signature image of U of G's Canadian Adaptations of Shakespeare
Project, which is headed by Prof.
Daniel Fischlin, English and Theatre
Studies, and includes the largest and
most complete website in the world
dedicated to showing the playwright's cultural influence on Canada. F.ischlin's research team bas
been working closely with Sullivan
on the Canadian side of the portrait's
history.
The Sanders portrait was also the
subject of the 2001 book Shakespeare's Face and is used by the
Stratford Festival of Canada.
The painting is coming to U of G
for a special exhibition at the Macdonald Stewart Art Centre from January to May2007. ln celebration, the
University, the Stratford Festival, the
Guelph Arts Council and the City of
Guelph are teaming up to host a series of regional ShakespeaJe events
that will be held for the duration of
the exhibit.
"ShakespeaJe - Made in Canada" will include theatrical and musical perfonnances, exhibitions. a
speakers' series and educational proHERE'S GROWING

French scholar to begin
five-year term Aug. 1

A

FTER AN EXTENSIVE SEARCH,

Guelph has appointed Donald

Bruce, chair of the Department of

Modem Languages and Cultural
Studies at the University of Alberta,

as the new dean of the College of
Arts. His five-year tenn begins Aug.
I.

"Dr. Bruce is an experienced and

respected leader and administrator,
and I am delighted he is joining the

faculty," says provost and vice-president< (academic) Maureen Man-

cuso, who chaired the search
committee. "He has an appreciation

for the full spectrum of the arts,

ranging from the visual and performing arts to the humanities. I

know the University community

will join me in welcoming him to
campus."
A faculty member at Alberta
since 1987J Bruce was named the

first chair of the newly created
Continued on page 14

grams. The festival will be launched
locally May 25 with a special Shakespeare-inspired concert by Prof.
Diane Nalini de Kerckhove, Physics
(see story below).
The festival's goal is to create a
regional cultural synergy focusing
specifically on Canadian interpretations, adaptations and exhibitions of
the work of Shakespeare, says Sue
Bennett, U of G special projects
manager. It will involve arts and cultural organizations, local businesses,
and elementary, secondary and
university students and teachers.
"We hope to provide opportunities to increase awareness of our regional cultural excellence and to
create a dynamic and appealing program of events that will attract audiences from within and outside the
community," says Bennett.
The Sanders portrait is coming to
Guelph thanks to Fischlin, who conrocred Sullivan and obtained the
rights to use the portrait's image.
"We're delighted that a rare combination of humanities research,
community involvement, University
initiative and private support - exemplified by Lloyd Sullivan's contri·
butions to our project will
culminate in a unique series of
events and a unique museum exhibit
hosted at the University," says
Fischlin.
Sullivan inherited the painting
from his mother in 1972. It's believed that Shakespeare sat for an ancestor of Sullivan's, an unknown
actor and painter called John
Sanders, in 1603. The portrait was
held in the family for 400 years. and
at one time was stored under
Sullivan's grandmother's bed. The
portrait has been confirmed by six

This portrait of Shakespeare may be the only one painted while he was
alive.

years of painstaking forensic studies
to date from around 1600, and it has
not been altered since.
Fischlin is working with Sullivan
and others to develop a screenplay
based on how the painting was discovered and authenticated, and the
controversy it ignited around the
world.
Before coming to Guelph, the
Sanders portrait will be part of
"Searching for Shakespeare," an international exhibit organized by the

National Portrait Gallery in London,
England, that will tour North America during the summer and fall of
2007. The Sanders portrait will join
the gallery's f.unous Chandos painting and four other early "contender"
portraits purporting to represent
Shakespeare. It's the first time the
portraits have been displayed together. The exhibition will also present the results of new technical
analysis and research on some of
these pictures.

Physics Prof Sets Bard's Sonnets to Music
May 25 concert will serve as kickoff event for regional Shakespeare festival

Tell Us What
You Think
It's not too late to fill out the At
Guelph readership survey. We're
publishing it again in this issue (see

page II) and extending the deadline to May 17. You can also fill it
out online at www.uogudph.ca/
atguelph/survey. Responses can be
submitted anonymously, bur if
you'd like to be included in a draw
for $50, please provide your contact infonnation.

J

and u of G physics
professor Diane Nalini de Kerckhove has put a
uniquely modem spin on the words of William
Shakespeare in her latest album, Songs of Sweet
Fire. It's a collection of 15 sonnets and songs set to
original jazz, fwtk and blues music. She will
premiere the works May 25 at 7:30 p.m. at War
Memorial Hall, with the concert serving as a
kick-off event for Guelph's ''Shakespeare-Made
in Canada" festival (see story above).
De Kerckbove (who performs as Diane Nalini)
will be joined by the Montreal band that accompanied her on Songs ofSweet Fire, named for a sonnet
in Love's Labollr's Lost. It's her third album since
she started recording in 200 I.
AZZ SINGER/SONGWRITER

De Kerckbove, a Rhodes Scholar who joined
Guelph 's Department ofPhysics in 2005, is a longtime admirer of Shakespeare's plays and bas been
writing the music for the album off and on for five
years.
"It was very important to me to let the phrasing
of the words dictate the style of music I wrote for
each song." she says, adding that some of the music is traditional jazz and other songs have a Motown and even a gospel sound.
"I decided to set only those songs that were in
more modem-sounding English to highlight the
timelessness of Shakespeare's words."
That philosophy is in tune with Guelph's
Shakespeare festival, set to run from January to
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May 2007. Its goal is to create a regional cultural
synergy focusing specifically on Canadian interpretations, adaptations and exhibitions of the
Bard's work.
"Diane's project is a perfect fit," says Sue
Bennett, U of G special projects manager. "We
think hosting the launch of her new CD is a wonderful opportunity to let the community know
about the upcoming festival."
Tickets for the concert are $25, with all proceeds going to the festival. Thefre available at the
University Bookstore and downtown at The
Bookshelf and the Twelfth Night Music Shoppe.
You can also order them by phone from the University Bookstore by calling Ext. 53715.
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Preliminary MTCU Budget Gets Board Approval

the University's
preliminary 2006/2007 Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities operating budget during its
April 19 meeting.
The budget, which had been discussed al' a number
of public town hall and Senate meetings previously, is
about $1 million short of being balanced due to inflation costs outstripping expected revenues, but it's
hoped the gap can be closed through various adjustments during the coming fiscal year.
President Alastair Summerlee tol<J board mernber-s
OARD OF GOVERNORS APPROVED

S1?.1..1?.t~r
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The How-To People.

that any tuition increases in subsequent years would qave to come to
the board for consideration.
Student governors, along with
the Student Budget Advisory
Group, expressed concern that because of the late timing of the provincial budget announcements,
students did not have adequate
ti.J:ne to -review the budget and provide input. They alSo said it's unfair
to ask students to pay more tuition
When cuts are being made that will
affect services, a sentiment that was
echoed by some other govemoi:s.
Summerlee said campus-wide
reductions have been made to deal
with inflationary costs, due mostly
to pension and benefit increases,

Raising tuition, induding tuition for new international students,
which is not regulated by the prov.incial government, will bring in
about $3.7 million in revenue,
board members learned. Tuition
for current) international students

will be frozen. Sumrnerlee said that,
even with the inereases, tiJ of G's tuition for international students will
remain among the lowest in the
province. He a!So said the money
Guelph collects in tuition for international students will still be less
than half of what it receives for
domestic students.
Governors made it al.ear they
were approving a tuition increase
for only the 2006/2007 budget and

HTM prof lauded for commitment to students, love ofprofession

T

HIS YEAR'S WINNER of the
'Excellence in Undergraduate
Academic Advising Medallion is
Prof. Valerie Allen, Hospitality and
Tourism Management (HTM).
Presented by U of G's Council on
Undergraduate Academic Advising
(CUAA), the award recognizes a
faculty adviser, program counsellor
or academic advising staff member
who has made an outstanding
contribution to undergraduate academic advising at U of G.
A graduate of Guelph and the
University ofManitoba, Allen joined
the faculty of U of G in 1990 and is
the undergraduate academic adviser
for the hotel and food administration and tourism management ma-

jors in the B.Comm. program.
" I was stunned and thrilled to
learn I am receiving this award," she
says. "I was a member of the CUAA
when this medallion was established
three years ago, and I remember
thinking what a huge honour it
would be for someone to receive it. I
never dreamed I might one day be
the recipient."
Allen says H1i'M students "are an
absolutely amazing group, and I love
working with them and helping
them in whatever way I can. HTM is
very much a family, and I am proud
to be part of it."
She was nominated by student
Jody Chrobak, who lauded Allen for
her commitment to students and her

love of her profession.
..Never have I met a professor
and adviser who devotes more time
and energy to her students," wrote
Chrobak. "She understands that
each student is different and requires
specific motivation and support. She
demonstrates this understanding
and knowledge through each student she assists. She is truly a credit
to this university."
Allen will be presented with a
gold medallion and certificate this
fall. The annual award was launched
in 2004 by the CUAA, which manages and co-ordinates all aspects of
academic advising and has broad
representation from numerous
groups on campus.

John Kenneth Galbraith Dies at 97

O

OF u OF G's most
prominent graduates, worldrenowned economist John Kenneth
Galbraith, died April 29 at age 97.
Known for his humanitarian
approach to economic and political
thinking, Galbraith was a Harvard
University professor and served as
an adviser to Democratic presidents
from Roosevelt to Clinton.
uJohn Kenneth Galbraith was one

of the greatest liberal thinkers of all
time, and his contributions to the
University, to Canada and to the entire world are phenomenal," says
president Alastair Summerlee. "He
became an intellectual giant but always remembered his roots and was
a dedicated friend and supporter of
the University."
Born in Iona Station, Galbraith
earned an associate diploma at the
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and that the University will work to
avoid future across-the-board cuts.
B of G a!So approved preliminary budgets for the Ontario Minis!Fy o~ Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs, the University of GuelphHumber, the University Centre and
ancillaries.
In other business, the board approved disbursing $1.5 million
from the Heritage Fund to the
Voice Over Internet Protocol project. The fund, made up of proceeds
from leasing the lands owned by the
University, is used to finance strategic. one-time invesbnen,ts.
The board also heard a presentation on the College of Arts by outgoing dean Jacqueline Murray.

Academic Adviser Honoured

NE

For the largest .selection of
qualit-g wood products
in the area

that putting the budget together was particularly trying
this year, with no government money for inflation and
late confumation of government- grants. Significant
costs associated with deferred maintenance and a pension «windup" requirement also posed challenges. He
said making up the shortfall required the U'niversify to
make some difficult decisions, including raising tuition
as allowed under the new provincial framework. But all
budget decisions were made in an effort to minimize
the impact on positions and to preserve quality where
possible, he said.

Director Chuck Cunningham
c.cunningham@cxcc.uogut:lpb.ca
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Ontario Agricultural College in 1929
and a bachelor's degree in 1931. He
went on to earn a PhD in agricultural
economics at the University of California and had a long distinguished
career at Hai:vard. He was awarded U
of G's first honorary degree in 1965.
Galbraith helped support various
U of G campaigns, most recently by
agreeing to be an honorary patron of
the science complex campaign.
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N£W REAL £STAT£ DIRECTOR
TO JOIN UNIVERSITY JUNE If
After an extensive search, the University has appointed Don Beaton
as director of real estate, beginning
June 4. He has more than 30 years'
experience in managing coi:porate
real estate at the University of
Toronto, most recently as director
of real estate, and has been respon-

Scientists Get $1.3M
for Health Research

sible for the planning, development
and execution of real estate operations for all o fU of T's campuses. A

BY RACHELLE COOPER

BA graduate of Toronto, Beaton
previously worked as a business

an alyst with Dun and Bradstreet in
New York.

INTERIM ACCOUNTABILITY
AGR£EM£NT POSTED ONLINE
The interim accountability agreement between U of G and the
Ontario Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities pertaining to
quality investment funding for
2005/06 h as been signed back by the
minister and can be viewed online
at www.uoguelph.ca/analysis_planning/images/pdfs/2005-06!AA.pdf.
STAFF SEATS ON B OF G,
S£NAT£ UP FOR ELECTION
Five members of the University
have been nominated for the
staff/alwnnus seat on Board of Governors: Andy Grossauer, Grounds;
Heather Lane Vetere, Student
Housing Services; Ken Morrison,
Hospitality/Retail Services; Lama
Pearson, Office of Research; and Bill
Teesdale. Physics. Morrison and
Teesdale are also among six staff
members vying for two seats on
Senate. The others are Sherry Baris,
Child-Care Services; Gayleen Gray,
Computing and Communications
Services; Gillan MacPherson, Office
of Research; and Peter Wolf, Teaching Support Services. These elections are being held by m ail ballots
that have been distributed across
campus. Returns are due May 5 at 3
p.m. in the Board Secretariat on
Level 4 of the Univer.sity Centre.
DEADLINE NEARS TO APPLY
FOR PROVOsrs AWARD
FOR TEACHING INNOVATION
May 10 is the deadline for submissions for the Provost's Award for
Innovation in Teaching and Learning With Technology. The award
recognizes excellence in teaching
innovation that wisely and effectively uses learning technologies for
the enhancement of student learning. Details about the award and the
submission process can be found on
the web at www.tss.uoguelph.ca/id/
winners/provost.html.
BRIGADIER POSTER SALES
TO SUPPORT MEMORIAL FUND
A colour poster of Brigadier, the
police horse that died in the line of
duty Feb. 24, is now available for
sale, with proceeds going to the
memorial fund created by the
Toronto Police Service and the
Ontario Veterinary College following the anima.Ps death. Printing of
the poster was donated by
Sponswood Printing. For more
information, call Equine Guelph at
Ext. 54205. Donations to the
memorial fund can be made online
at www.alumni.uoguelph.ca/cgibin/online_giving2004.pl.
' - - - - - - - - - - - -----'

Funds to support four projects in biological, social and animal sciences

F

u OF G RESEARCHERS from
three colleges received a total of
more than $ 1.3 million last month
from the Canadian Institutes of
Health Research (C!HR). The
Guelph projects are part of a
$112-million investment in research
initiatives at Ontario universities
and health research institutions.
Nationally, CIHR is investing more
than $273 million.
"The University of Guelph is increasingly being recognized for the
interdisciplinary ways it can contribute to CJHR's broad mandate," says
Prof. Alan Wildeman, vice-president
(research). "The University is very
proud of these four researchers and
the success they have had in a national, highly competitive environment."
Currently, more than a dozen
Guelph professors are heading research projects supported by CIHR.
Last year, U ofG received nearly $2.6
million from the federal agency for
specific research projects, more than
any other Canadian university without a medical school.
The latest Guelph projects span
OUR

the College of Biological Science, the
College of Social and Applied Hum an Sciences and the Ontario Agricultural College.
Prof. Joseph Lam, Molecular and
Cellular Biology (MGB). received
$563, 135 for a five-year srudy on
mapping the complex pathways of
how specific sugar polymers are
made by pathogenic bacteria.
"The outcome of this research
will allow us to identify important
drug targets that could be used to
screen for novel antimicrobials
against a variety of bacterial infections," says Lam.
His MCB colleague Prof. Chris
Whitfield received a five-year
$522,350 grant to u ndefstand how
bacteria build and maintain their cell
surfaces.
"It's always rewarding to see our
research proposals well-received by
colleagues on the national review
committees,"
says
Whitfield.
"CIH R's generous support allows us
to pursue a variety of fundamental
questions concerning infectious bacteria. Equally important, the funding
is providing opportunities for the
training of the next generation of
researcher-s."

lam and Whitfield, who both
hold Canada Research Chairs, share
a laboratory with state-of-the-art
equipment in the new science complex.
"This C!H R funding will allow
our lab to take advantage of the momentum my group bas built up in
this project and continue to break
ground
in
microbial
new
glycobiology research," says Lam.
Prof. Barbara Morrongiello, Psychology, will receive more than
$177,000 to study children's crossing
of streets and the factors that affect
how safely they do so.
She will develop a virtual-reality
training program for street-crossing
behaviour and evaluate how well this
works to improve actual streetcrossing behaviour in children.
Prof. Julang Li, Animal and Poultry Science, received $98, 113 to continue her research on the germline
potential of stem cells derived from
theskin.
'We're trying to determine
whether the ceU isolated from skin
differentiates into a femaJe germ
cell," she says. "If the answer is yes,
we plan to study the mechanism governing this differentiation."

VP (Research) Reappointed
Wildeman has shown strong leadership in facilitating growth, says Summerlee

P

has been
reappointed to a second
five-year term as vice-president
(research).
"The University has experienced
major growth in its research activities during the past five years," says
president A1astair Summerlee, who
chaired a committee that reviewed
Wildeman's first term in office,
which began in 2001. "Dr. Wildeman has shown strong leadership
and guidance in facilitating this
growth while managing a research
portfolio that is extremely complex
and has undergone significant
change."
The Office of Research mandate
includes managing some $124 million in annual research funding.
ROF. ALAN WILDEMAN

Research and scholarship across
the disciplines are of fundamental
importance because they make
Guelph a richer institution, they underpin innovation and they enhance
the University's ability to deliver
outstanding education and training,
says Summerlee.
"Alan has worked hard to build
on Guelph's reputation for multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary
research exceUence, to foster important external partnerships that
broaden how the world sees us and
to improve the quality of the Universitfs research infrastructure."
Looking forward, Swnm erlee
and Wildeman see three important
priorities for the Office of Research.
There will be a complete review of

the office's service mandate, U of G
will be renegotiating the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Rural Affairs contract, and Guelph
will review the way research infrastructure is managed at the
institution.
"Guelph is truly an extraordinary
place for creative endeavours," says
Wildeman. "Our success is due entirely to the qualiry of our faculry,
staff and students, and I am truly
honoured to have been asked to
serve another term. r look forward to
continuing to help the Office of Research best support everyone's aspirations and to working with the
president and my colleagues to position Guelph so that it makes an even
greater difference in the world."

Ottawa Renews Two CRCs
Geographer, food scientist to receive support for another five years

T

wo U OF G faculty members
have had their Canada Research
Chair (ORC) funding renewed for
another five years.
Profs. Rob De Loe, Geography,
and Alejandro Marangoni, Food Science, have been Tier 2 CRCs since
200 I. Industry Canada announced
lost week that the University will receive$ I00,000 a year for the next five
years for each of these GRCs.

De Loe, who holds the Chair in
Rural Water Management, focuses
on rural water quality and watershed
management. Marangoni, the Chair
in Food and Soft Materials, is working to develop a qualitative and
quantitative understanding of the
static structure of various soft food
materials.
' 1Both AJejandro and Rob have
excelled over the past five years,"
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says Prof. Alan Wildeman, vice-president (research). "and it is fitting recognition by the Canada Research
Chair program that they continue to
meet the national standards of excellence defined by that program."
U of G curren~y has 24 CRCs and
expects to eventually have 35. Ottawa established the CRC program
in 2000 to help artract and retain excellent faculty.

MATH PROF TO GIV£ KEYNOTE
Prof. Jack Weiner, Mathematics
and Statistics, will be the opening
keynote speaker May 11 at the
annual conference of the Ontario
Association for Mathematics Education at Fanshawe CoUege in London. The conference draws about
1,000 math teachers from across the
province.
OAC STUDENT WINS YOUNG
JOURNALIST COMPETITION
Fourth-year OAC student Brian
Innes is one of three winners of the
European Union-Canada Young
Journalist competition wbo will
spend a week in Brussels this month
visiting EU institutions with top
dignitaries.
The
competition
requires students to write a news
article about an important EU issue
with a Canadian audience in mind.
lnnes's article, written for his
fourth-year agricultural conununications course, highlighted the
potential for Canadian specialty
food producers to market to the EU.
PSYCHOLOGY STUDENT
TO SPEAK AT STANFORD
Undergraduate psychology student
Rachna Mutreja has been selected
by Stanford Univer.sity to give an
oral presentation at an undergraduate psychology conference May 13.
Mutreja submitted an abstract
based on her thesis project, which
was supervised by Prof. Lana Trick.

IN MEMORIAM
MAlllO 8ANOIERA

Retired driver Mario Bandiera, who
worked on campus from 1968 to
1991, died April 23 at age 77. He is
survived by two children, Paul and
Kathryn, and rwo grandchildren.
JOSEPHINE (lARK

Josephine Clark, a retired staff
member in Auxiliary Operations,
died April 25 at the age of 85. She
was employed at the University
from 1967 to 1985 and is survived
by her children, Josephine, Bill and
Jean, and three grandsons.
JEANETTE DENNIS

Jeanette Dennis, a retired staff
member in Physical Resources, died
April 22 at age 74. She was
employed at the University from
1970 to 1987 and is survived by her
husband, Douglas; seven children..
Linda. Deb, Kathy. Patti, Gail, Rick
and Paul; and 14 grandchildren.
AlAN DEROO

Retired faculty member Prof. Alan
DeRoo, who taught in the fonner
Department of Agricultural Economics and Business from 1986 to
1993, died April 16 at theage of SI.
He is survived by b.is children,
Jackie, John, Chlp and Heather, and
11 grandchildren.
ElAINE KIRBY
EJaine Kirby. a retired assistant registrar in the Office of Registrarial
Services, died April 26. She was
employed at U of G from 1969 to
2001 and is survived by her sister,
Sharon, a.nd three nephews. A tree
will be planted in her memory al the
Wall-Custance Memorial Forest.

Centre to Focus on Public Health, Zoonoses
Initiative will put spotlight on OVC's research, teaching roles in animal-related public health

P

BY ANDREW VOWLES

and controlling
emerging animal-related disREVENTING

eases that threaten public health is
the key goal of a one-of-a-kind

centre to be based at the Ontario
Veterinary College.
The Centre for Public Health and
Zoonoses (CHPAZ) will bring together scientists to enhance research
and more closely Link researchers

and agencies involved in adchessing
new or re-emerging diseases such as
bird flu, SARS, E. coli 0157:H7 and
West Nile virus that threaten the
health of humans.
CPHAZ members hope to further integrate the efforts of numer-

ous University researchers from four
colleges and the Canadian Research
Institute for Food Safety with those
of external agencies. The latter include municipal and regional health
organizations, the Public Health
Agency of Canada (PHAC), the
Guclph-based Laboratory for FoodBorne Zoonoses, the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs, the Canadian Co-operative
Wildlife Health Centre, and the proposed Ontario Health Protection

and Promotion Agency.
Research in this area has long oc-

curred at Guelph, but the new body
will bring greater co-ordination to
those efforts, says retired pathobiology professor Carlton Gyles, who
hel9ed OY¥,ani7.e $egtOUQ.

"The centll will bring cogether

groups of people who are currently
to some extent isolated by department," says Gyles, adding that another goal is to increase public
awareness of OVC's research and
teaching roles in animal-related
public health.
"It's important to put a spotlight
on what we do bec.ause that will enhance ow ability to better understand and control infectious diseases
that people can acquire from ani-

mals," he says. "We are the only vet-

erinary school with expertise and
resources in animal-related health
research. Other institutions are focused on other aspects of public
health."
CPHAZ members expect that the
new group's multidisciplinary approach lo solving complex public
health problems will attract more research funding. Already, the centre

has submitted a $10.8-million funding application to build and equip
dedicated space in a new building
slated for construction directly south
ofOVC.
That space would bring together
experts both inside and outside the
University in disease swveillance,
data analysis and microbiological
research, says Gyles.
Pro[ John Prescott, chair of the
Department of Pathobiology, led
that application to the Canada Foundation for Innovation.
"Because of the dramatic and increasing convergence of human and
animal infectious diseases that we're
seeing recently, we really need a new
global infectious disease workforce
that gets away from the disciplinary
and sectoral boundaries that may
have limited us in the past," says
Prescott. "We believe CPHAZ will be
an important Ontario response to

the new dynamic of global infectious
disease."
The centre will include 10 principal members from OVC. Among
nearly 40 collaborators, many are
from the college's four departments
and the Animal Health Laboratory,
as well as other U of G units, notably
the Department of Molecular and
Cellular Biology, the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics, and the
Faculty of Environmental Sciences.
Collaborating universities are Trent,
McMaster, Brock and Montreal.
The centre will focus on food-animal diseases (E. coli, bird flu, swine
flu). companion-animal infections
(pets in hospital visits), wildlife
zoonoses (West Nile virus, leptospirosis) and crosscutting epidemiological studies on zoonotic and coterie infections.
Gyles says forces such as globalization have made such zoonotic dis-

eases a major public health threat
worldwide. Integrating research and
surveillance efforts is expected to
help in predicting problems and
making the right decisions to tackle
or head off threats.
Far from merely reacting to headlines about SARS or bird flu_. "we're
responding to the recognition that
emerging or re-emerging infections
that threaten human populations
have an animal basis and that we
have an important role to play in developing knowledge and expertise in
this area and integrating them in the
public health system," he says.
Gyles concedes that the new centre won't preclude the next SARS or
flu epidemic. But it's important to
have systems in place to handle public health scares, despite naysayers
who m ay question the seriousness of
such threats and the resources devoted to thwarting them, he says.

"As soon as there's a crisis, the
same people tell you how badly prepared you were."
Besides research results, he expects the centre to provide teaching
opportunities, such as an international conference organized on campus and ideas for emphasizing the
human health role to veterinary students.
He also hopes the new unit will
provide resources that will contribute to a proposed master's program
in public health in OVC.
In 2003, a Senate committee
identified concerns about zoonotic
diseases and the need for closer ties
between animal and human health.
That year also saw publication of a
report recommending formation of
the PHAC and stressing close links
between that agency and veterinary
medicine researchers and practitioners.

Study Sheds Light on Math Disabilities
Proffinds kids' calculation smarts not related to visual-spatial abilities
BY RACHELLE COOPER

N

by Prof. Marcia
Barnes, Psychology, will make
it easier to assess and help children
who have problems with math.
Barn~· rest:an:h, Published in the
current issue of journal of lenrning
Disabilities, found that, contrary to
what was previously believed,
visual-spatial skills and math
calculation skills are unrelated. She
also found that children's math
difficulties stem from only a couple
of key problems.
It's often been thought that math
calculation and visual-spatial skills,
such as putting block puzzles together and imagining quantities on a
mental number line, are somehow
related, says Barnes. She and her colleagues tested this theory by looking
at children with spina bifida.
Spina bifida, North America's
most common disabling birth defect, affects the development of both
the spine and brain. Becawe 40 per
cent of children with spina bifida
have math disabilities and a large
proportion of them have difficulties
EW RESEARCH

with visual-spatial skills, the study
group allowed Barnes and her five
colleagues to pinpoint types of math
difficulties and determine if they are
related to visual-spatial problems.
"About 50 per cent of children
wh o h ave m ach disabilities aJso have
reading disabilities, so to get a math
disorder on its own is more rare,"
says Barnes. "Focusing on children
with spina bifida allows you to look
at some theories of m ath disabilities
in kids who have a purer difficulty."
For her study, Barnes looked at
the math skills of about 100 children
with spina bifida in Grade 3 to high
school and compared them with the
math skills of a control group of
about 100 typically developing children ofthe same age, grade and reading ability.
The study participants completed
multi-digit subtraction and cognitive addition tasks. The researchers
looked for mistakes based on retrieval errors, such as an error on a
single-digit subtraction within the
multi-digit problem; procedural errors, such as problems borrowing
from zero; and visual-spatial error-s,

U of G Library Wants You

reflecting problems in reading numbers (such as a six for a nine) and
aligning numbers in columns.
"We found no relation between
math calculations and visual-spatial
skills," says Barnes. ' 1Even the ch.ildr; n with the most seve(e visual-spatial problems did not make
visual-spatial errors in their written
multi-digit calculations, and visual-spatial abilities were not related
to calculation abilities more
generally."
A previous study published by
Barnes in 2002 showed that children's visual-spatial skills are related
to other areas of math, such as estimation and geometry.
When the children were adding
single digits such as three plus four,
the researchers looked at both speed
and accuracy and found that the
children with math difficulties often
got the answer right but were slow in
getting it.
When children take too long to
do simple math functions, it can lead
to "bottlenecks" in multi-digit problem solving, says Barnes. "It's similar
to slow readers having difficulty un-

derstanding what theYve read because the overall picture gets lost."
Regardless ofa child's type ofdisability - straight math, reading and
math, association with a brain injury
- the researchers found that the
problems with math looked very
similar.
"This means you can start to be
much m ore strategic in planning assessment and intervention for dilldren with math difficulties," says
Barnes. "The programs that work for
kids without brain injuries may be
the same programs that will help
children with brain injuries improve
their math skills."
She and her colleagues have presented their findings to international, national and provincial
meetings to help parents, health professionals and educators understand
math disabilities. Barnes also contributed to the recently released Ontario Ministry of Education report
"Education for All: The Report ofthe
Expert Panel on Literacy and Numeracy Instruction for Students
With Special Needs, Kindergarten to
Grade 6."

and Your Book

Campus authors, editors, translators invited to add their works to McLaughlin collection

I

YOU'RE A MEMBER of the
University and you wrote, edited
or translated a book in 2005, the
Mclaughlin Library wants to hear
from you.
"Each year, faculty, staff, students
and retirees produce an impressive
number of books that reflect the
breadth and diversity of the campus
community's personal and professional interests," says Michael
Ridley, chief librarian and chief inF

formation officer. "Although we
strive to add them all to our collection, some are overlooked because
we're just not aware they're out
there. We have no means of tracking
them in a consistent and comprehensive way."
Ridley hopes to see that change
thls year by publicizing the library's
desire to acquire all new books written, edited or translated by members
of the University community and

then by showcasing those works at
the library.
«w e want to provide systematic
campus-wide recognition ofU of G's
fine publishing record, something
that's never been done before."
The library wants to hear about
books regardless of whether they're
academic or based on professional
interests or expertise, says Lynn
Campbell, senior development manager for the library. They'll all be en-
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tered in a database accessible
through the library catalogue and
will be featured in a display in the library foyer throughout the fall semester. In November, Ridley will
host a public reception to honour
the titles and U of G contributors.
To be eligible for inclusion. a
book must have been published in
print or electronic format in 2005 as
a new edition by a recognized publisher. The book may be solely or

jointly written, edited or translated,
but the work by the U of. G student,
faculty member, staff member or retiree must make up a majority of the
book. Submissions must be received
by June 30 to be considered.
To submit a book title or for
more information, contact Doug
Horne, head of academic liaison, at
Ext. 52322 or dhorne@uoguelph.ca
or visi~ the website www.lib.
uoguelph.ca/author.

At the Hub of Wellness
F

BY REBECCA KENDALL
EELING WELL

is more than just a

physical thing, says Marlene
Pfaff, manager of U of G's Wellness
Centre. It also relates to a person's
mind and spirit, personal satisfaction in the workplace and
willingness to actively participate in
the common good of the community and the environment, she says.
The Wellness Centre, located on
the second floor of the Powell Building, is an educational resource centre that promotes the seven
dimensions of wellness through
health promotion and harm reduction and provides a variety of information that's relevant to the issues
fa ced by students.
ln its earliest days, the centre,
which is operated through Student
Health Services, was run out of Macdonald Hall and was essentially just a
wall of pamphlets, says Pfaff, who
became manager in 1992 after teaching sociology and family studies at
Guelph for 10 years.
Today you'll still find plenty of
pamphlets) but she now facilitates a
range of educational programming
and oversees 55 to 60 students who
volunteer or do work-study placements at the centre. More than a
dozen wellness workshops are available and are presented on request to
residences, student groups and organizations, both on campus and off.
In some cases, she provides visitors
with referrals to the more than 60
· agencies that have ties 10 the centre.

"Many students struggle with
transition issues and a variety of

The Wellness Centre strives to have a positive impact on students and empower them to succeed in all areas of
PHOTO BY GRANT MARTIN
their lives, says manager Marlene Pfaff.
other situations that they don't necessarily know how to handle when
they come to university," says Pfaff,
who notes that the Wellness Centre
offers support not only to those experiencing difficulties first-band but
also to those helping friends or family through troubled times.
"They can stop in and get information on a whole range of topics,
including relationship issues, body
image and eating disorders, sexual-

centre each day to use its resources,
says Pfaff.
"Students need to know that support is available and that help is
available. We strive to have a positive
impact and empower them to succeed in all areas of their lives."
Pfaff serves on a number of committees and is involved in a variety of
health promotion groups on campus
and off, including the Peace Week
Committee, the Orientation Week

health, and havC someone to talk
to."
Fifteen to 20 students visit the

Wellington-Dutrerin-Guelph Eating
Disorders Coalition. She also works
to supply resources to off-campus

ity. substance abuse and mental

Advisory

Committee

and

the

groups. "It 's like a wheel and I' m in
the middle."
In 2002, she received the Outstanding Community Service Order
Placement Supervisor Award from

ACORD (A Community for Offend er
Reconciliation
and
Diversion).
Last fall, after identifying a need
for increased awareness efforts
around sexual health, Pfaff helped
develop ''NAKED," a wellness team
dedicated to d ispe\liny, common

myths related ro scxualicy and offering accurate information.
"We needed to respond because

over the past few years, incoming
students haven't been equipped with
the same level of knowledge, n she
says.
Part of the problem is that sex education has Largely been stripped
from the curriculum of Ontario high
schools, she says.
Being able to teach students
about topics they may be reluctant
to discuss with their parents or peers
gives Pfaff a sense of satisfa ction.
"The best part of my job is working with students. I learn so much
from them and they're really nice to
be around. I've made some really
good lifelong friends. n
She also finds it rewarding to
watch the students who work at the
Wellness Centre grow and develop
in their various leadership roles.
Many have been inspired to pursue
careers in health education and currently work throughout the world,
she says.
Getting the word out about
health and wellness comes in many
fo rms, and the message extends well
beyond campus. In late April,
WETT, a social-action theatre group
that was developed through the
Wellness Centre, performed at a
University of Toronto conference on
making connections between students and mental health .
Th.is month, Pfaff is training
summer team members and bas
planned events to mark MentaJ
Health Awareness Week and Sexual
J\Mau.\.\

? t C'llcnti.on

Mon\h, The

W ellness Centre will also promote
International No Diet Day May 6
and World No Tobacco Day May 31.

S@GE Camp Aims to Turn Students on to Science
'Fantastic Physics Fun Show' and jazz-singing scientist among highlights at annual Science @Guelph Experience

G

BY RACHELLE COOPER
RADE 7 AND 8 STUDENTS from across
Ontario begin arriving on campus this
week for U of G's annual three-day science
camp called the Science @ Guelph Experience
(S@GE). Launched eigh< years ago, S@GE is a
residential soience and technology program
sponsored by the Office of Open Leaming,
Conference Services and Student Housing
Services.
Riobard Louttet, a program development
manager in Open Learning, says research has
shown that experiences like S@GE are effective
in turning students on to science or helping
them develop their career goals.
"Students in Grade 7 and 8 are starting to
think about what stream to select in high
school," he says, "and participating in a university program like S@GE helps to positively influence this decision at a young age."
The camp has a 75-per-cent repeat rate
from participating schools, which speaks volumes about its success, says Louttet. One of the
returning schools this year is Eenchokay
Birchstick School in the First Nation community of Pikangikum, a fly-in reserve 250 kilometres north of Dryden.
"Last year was the first opportunity many of
these students had to travel outside their reserve," he says. "The vice-principal thought it
was a really valuable experience and wanted to
make it happen again."

The Pikangilcum school is one of six aboriginal schools taking part in this year's camps,
which run May 3 to June 9. Unlike the
Pikangikum participants, who must travel 20
hours on a bus to Guelph after flying out of
their reserve, most students from the 19 other
participating schools travel no more than a
couple of hours from their hometowns in
southern Ontario.
Groups of up to 35 students participate in
one of the seven three-day sessions. They get a
full university experience staying in Johnston
Hall with their teachers and parent
chaperones, eating at Centre 6 and experiencing interactive learning using University computer and laboratory facilities.
Each year, S@GE invites guest "celebrities"
to participate. Past celebrities have included
OBC science reporter Bob McDonald and Discovery Chanel host Natasha Stillwell. This year,
organizers decided to put the spotlight on scientists at U of G, says Louttet.
Physics professor Diane Nalini de
Kerckhove, a well-known jazz singer/songwriter who's just about to release her third album, will speak at the dosing ceremonies of
S@GE. She says she's eager to let young people
know that it's possible to have a career in science and maintain an interest in the arts.
"rm looking forward to taking part in
S@GE because I love speaking to young people
and I believe that the sooner you can switch
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them on to science, the better. Women, especially, need to realize that it's an exciting and
rewarding career option and that they can do
just as well as men in math, physics and chemistry. Those areas are traditionally more
male-dominated, so it's important to dispel biases as early as possible."
Also participating in this year's camps are
two members of the Department of Physics undergraduate laboratory supervisor Tom
Kehn and Prof. Ernie McFarland - who have
been delivering the "Fantastic Physics Fun
Show" to elementary schools for 20 years.
"Tom and I enjoy interacting with the
young students and feel it's an important way
to generate interest in science," says
McFarland. "Our show features lasers, liquid
nitrogen - at - 196 C, it sends a chill down everyone's spine - and a host of other scientific
wondeIS."
Last year's S@GE celebrity, Cara Ann
Wehkamp. a PhD candidate in environmental
biology who has been nationally honoured for
her work in promoting the advancement of aboriginal post-secondary students and aboriginal culture, will also take part in this year's
camp.
"Cara was definitely at the top of ow list for
one of this year's S@GE celebrities because of
how successful her presentations were last
year," says Louttet. "Grade 7 and 8 students
tend to be fascinated by space, so Cara's re-
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search on growing plants for a journey to the
planet Mars is of particular interest to the students attending S@GE."
The learning moduJes are designed along
the themes of the Ontario science and technology curriculum to promote intellectual creativity and a sense of discovery. The modules
are developed by U of G faculty and are typically taught by graduate students or
fourth-year undergraduates doing research in
the subject area. Participants can use research
equipment or resources that provide a practical hands-on approach to learning.
This year's topics include "The Science of
Photography," "Geology: Frozen in Time'' and
''Veterinary Science: From Cows to Turtles."
In ''The Geography of Natural Disasters"
module, students will use U of G's physical geography lab to simulate tsunami waves and feel
hurricane-force winds. They will also see
sound waves in "The Physics of Music"
module.
Louttet says S@GE is able to develop new
learning modules that incorporate all aspects
of science and engineering with support from
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research
Council and Hewlett Packard. This year's program has also received donations from Ferrero
Canada Ltd . and the lee River Springs Water
Company.
For more information about S@GE. visit
www.open.uoguelph.ca/sage or call 767-5000.

Treading Heavily Through the 'Foodscape'
BY JENNIFER CHRISTIE
SPARK PROGRAM

L

OCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION.

The key to a lucrative business
o r real estate saJe may also be the
cause of Canadians' expanding
waistlines, says a U of G researcher
who's been studying the link
between the food landscape or
"foodscape" and Canada's obesity
epidemic.
Prof. Tony Winson, Sociology
and Anthropology, says a foodscape
is any physical location where con·
sumers buy or consume food. Looking specifically at supermarkets and
public high schools in the K.itchenerWaterloo, Cambridge and Guelph
area, he is finding that much of the
food that's readily available in these
environments is a direct contributor
to the increasingly unhealthy diets of
Canadians.
"There are massive amounts of
low-nutrition food everywhere,"
says Winson. "There needs to be a
realization that the health outcomes
of poor eating are so horrendous
that they will overwhelm us if not
taken under control."
These outcomes stretch far beyond the obesity issue itself, which
the World Health Organization has
called a global epidemic. Heart disease, hypertension, gall bladder disease, type 2 diabetes and some
cancers arc among the serious health
risks associated

wic)1

beins over-

weight and obese.

Vending machines packed with low-nutrition, high-calorie foods help fuel the obesity epidemic across North
America, says Prof. Tony Winson.

Winson argues that one of the
leading causes of the alarming rise in
these health problems is the dominance of"pseudo foods" in the marketplace. He applies the term
"pseudo foods" to any high-calorie
and high-fat foods that have low nutritional value. This includes anything that lists sugar o r fat as its first
\n~;rcdic.n'l, such

as certain ttuit bev-

erages, soft drinks, ice cream treats
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and pre-sweetened breakfast cereals.
"Junk food is convenient," says
Winson. "People are urged to snack
24 hours a day by the powerful ad
campaigns of junk food and beverage corporations, yet they are getting
heavier and don't understand why."
He says retailers are also accountable for this easy access to unhealthy
foods. Pseudo foods command more

profit for retailers, which explains

their prominence in supermarkets.
Winson's study of grocery stores
found that considerable shelfspace is
devoted to pseudo foods, and " differential profits" determine product
location in stores. Low-profit commodity items such as milk and eggs
end up in the back of the store, requiring shoppers to walk past disturbing number~ of flashy di~plays
and aisles of pseudo foods to get the

essentials. That greatly increases the
chance that some of those
higher-profit items will also end up
in their cart.
Winson notes that profit is also a
driving factor behind the easy availability of pseudo foods in the high
schools he surveyed. Cutbacks have
forced schools to seek their own
funding, and most have used vending machines or school cafeterias as a
way to get more dollars from their
students' pockets.
Soft drinks, industrial ba.ked
goods (cookies, muffins, etc.),
high-sugar snacks and high-fat foods
such as french fries are the most
commonly sold items in the schools
he surveyed. Most cafeterias reported that they sell only four or five
pieces of fruit per week. 1'his offers
som e insight into why the number of
ovenveight children and adolescents
has nearly doubled and tripled over
the past two decades.
Winson found that one high
school had already taken steps to alleviate this problem by banning soft
drinks and replacing them with
healthier items. A few other schools
were making an effort to provide
healthier cafeteria fare. But he believes it will take more to really curb
rising obesity among young people.
"Society needs to invest massively
in effective education to shift peoples' attitudes about unhealthy eating. And we need to move quickly
and pretty aggressively."

Students Share Their Passion for Science
Three members offirst-year seminar course offer lessons in forensics, genetics and neuroscience at downtown alternative school

-

BY ANDREW VOWLES

B

OREO WITH REGULAR CLASSES,

Daniel Kelly dropped out of
his Guelph high school three years in
a row. But in a pilot alternative
school opened downtown this year
for homeless and at-risk teens, the
17-year-old found plenty to bold his
attention during three-hour sessions
on genetics, forensics and neuroscience run by three U of G students.
"They were pretty cool," says
Kelly, referring to the outreach sessions developed and offered by the
students in a first-year University
seminar course. Leaming about genetics for the first time was especially
enlightening for the teen, now studying university-stream chemistry
among his current Grade 10 and 11
courses. "I want to go on to university for biology."
Sharing their own passion for science was the goal for the U ofG students, who took their knowledge and
a handful of unconventional props,
including Elmo dolls, to streetwise
students at the school.
"Our job was to create wonder,"
says first-year general studies student Vanessa Warren. "We all ended
up on the same page, we all showed
the same sense of wonder."

Although they didn't expect to
perform any life-changing miracles,
the undergraduates -all enrolled in
a first-year seminar course Jed by
College of Biological Science dean
Mike Emes - hope their recent lessons have sparked an interest for
learning among their teenaged
counterparts.
Those young students attend an
alternative school under a pilot program called Give Yourself Credit
(GYC), offered this year by the Upper Grand District School Board and
community agencies. About 15 students ranging in age from 16 to 19
are enrolled in the school, held at
Chalmers Street United Church.
(Similar schools operate in Toronto
and Hamilton.)
Arthur Churchyard, a first-year
arts and science student, says he initially felt nervous about working
with the GYC teens. They were all
dropouts from regular high school,
and many had had run-ins with the
police and experiences with alcohol,
drugs and violence. Some students
were parents themselves, including a
17-year-old who gave birth this
spring to her third child.
Still, he welcomed the challenge
to work with t\\IO classmates to turn
their science studies into engaging

lessons for the school.
Warren, Churchyard and firstyear biomedical sciences student
Debi Banerjee took on the project as
a group assignment in their seminar
course called "The Art of Communicating Science."
They soon learned one key lesson
for any communicator, let alone a
science communicator: know your
audience. They had planned to run a
session on the environment but
dropped the idea after GYC teacher
Roberta Kraven suggested they find
more pertinent topics for their
listeners.
"They have so many issues in
their own lives," says Kraven, a
teacher at College Heights Secondary School.
Warren led off with neuroscience
by discussing how drugs affect the
brain. The 32-year-old drew on her
instructional experience, including
teaching English-as-a-second-language in South Korea and horseback
riding at her Oakville stables.
"I knew some of the tricks," says
Warren, who returned to school last
fall planning to apply to Guelph's
veterinary program.
Churchyard used teen pregnancy
as a hook for a session on genetics
and genetic testing. His direct expe-

AT GUELPH

6

MAY 3, 2 006

rience in explaining science to general audiences includes his work with
the SPARK program run by the Office of Research, which enlists student writers to craft articles for
publication on and off campus.
The final session on crime and forensics, including plenty of discussion about the CSI TV drama, was
led by Banerjee, who plans to pursue
medicine after she graduates.
Referring to his undergrad instructors, Kelly says: "I think they
did a pretty good job. They were outgoing, they answered questions."
Says Kraven: "They were amazing. They went above and beyond
what I would have expected." She
cites as examples the Elmo dolls
given to the pregnant teens and CSJ
books handed out to all the students.
Churchyard says exploring lesson
materials and props mirrored the
purpose of the sessions themselves,
intended to present options and
"ways to knowledge" for the teens.
"We didn't go trying to change
their lives but to change their learning. This is what universities should
be all about- open learning, curiosity."
Emes says the outreach program
also benefited his students. ''As a
learning exercise, it challenged them

to think creatively about how to
communicate science and to use a
wide array of resources. Importantly, they discovered a lot about
the process of learning, which will
provide a broader benefit to their
own undergraduate experience as
they go forward."
His first-year seminar course was
one of several around campus that
have incorporated community outreach, says Cheryl Rose, a community service learning specialist with
Student Life and Counselling Services and executive director of the
Canadian Association of Community Service Leaming.
Other initiatives this year involved courses offered through the
ans and science program, the Department of Plant Agriculture, the
School of Rural Extension Studies
and the Human Rights and Equity
Office.
Rose says their GYC experience
allowed Warren, Churchyard and
Banerjee to consider the relevance of
scholarship and research and the importance of communicating science
to varied audiences. "It's an opporcunity for students and faculty members to step into the role of active
citizens as part of their lives on the
University of Guelph campus."

Young
The Culture of Buying and Selling
Engineer
Earns
T
CEMF
Award
U of G anthropologist finds that job initiative designed to help poor women in India fails to hit the mark

BY REBECCA KENDALL
HIRD

Women recognized for
being community leaders,
volunteers, role models

A

u OF G STUDENT is one ofeight
women across the country to
receive a 2006 Canadian Engineering Memorial Foundation
Scholarship. The awards were
created to encourage women to
choose a career in engineering and
to honour the memory of the 14
women who were slain at
Montreal's £co1e Polytechnique in
1989.

Melanie Mullen, an environmental engineering student and
vice-president of Guelph's Engineers Without Borders, was
awarded one of five $5,000 undergraduate scholarships. Recipients
are c:hosen for being community

leaders, active volunteers and role
models, especially for girls and

young women.
Scholarship winners also pro-

mote engineering as a career
through

local

schools

1~. ~wnmunity proS(a[n~.

and

,.

"The Canadian Engineering Me-

morial Foundation believes in
change and positive enlightenment
within the engineering profession,"
says Mullen. "I am honoured to
r~present the University of Guelph
and Ontario this year."
She says the scholarship will allow her to continue speaking to elementary and high school students
about engineerinS> unity and
well-being.
"I believe in being active and I
believe in change. That's why this
award means so much to m e, because it supports and promotes the
consciousness of our peers. We
have this wonderful ability to share
and to learn from each other. This is
and will increasingly remain a crucial factor in our survival. If we face
the coming environmental and social challenges together, we will be
able to support each other the way
this award has supported engineering for years.1'
Mullen, who came to Guelph
from Niagara Falls, is also active in
the Sierra Youth Coalition of Canada, Guelph Students for Environm ental Change and Environment
Radio on CFRU.

~
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WORLD

that have historically been
unaffected by consumerism are now
starting to buy products from large
multinational corporations. That's
the finding of Prof. Marta
Rohatynskyj, Sociology and Anthropology, who, after almost three
decades of studying indigenous
populations in Papua New Guinea
and Burkina Faso, h as just
completed fieldwork in the rural
Indian province ofMadhya Pradesh.
«w e're beginning to see a cultural shift in this region of India
that's similar to the consumer revolution that took place in Canada and
other parts of the world more than
100 years ago," she says.
"In western society, consumption is a valued activity, and much of
our time is devoted to making purchasing choices. The people of
Madhya Pradesh aren't there yet, but
we're seeing consumption being
culturally validated."
Buying and selling brand-name
goods was not part of their lives 20
years ago, says Rohatynskyj, and although the middle and wban classes
started their shift several years ago,
the focus of marketing tactics is now
aimed at the poorest members of society, who earn the equivalent of 75
cents to $1 a day.
"rm interested in what they1 re
b'uying and h'ow tho e ded.S.ions are
influenced when they have very little
money to spend," she says, noting
that items such as Lifebuoy soap,
Vim detergent, Pond's beauty
creams, Close Up toothpaste and
Lipton tea have n ow become hot
commodities in impoverished communities
throughout
Madhya
Pradesh . These products and myriad
others are distributed by Hindustan
Lever Limited (HLL), a subsidiary of
the Anglo-Dutch company Unilever.
Early on in her study,
Rohatynskyj learned of Project
Shakti, an initiative developed by
HLL that uses "Changing Lives in
Rural India" as its tag line. HLL has
been operating in India since 1931
and advertises this project as a way of
giving back to the country by creating jobs for impoverished women
and boosting their income potential.
Operating in more than a dozen
regions throughout India, Shakti
employs some 20,000 women who
sell the company's products. The
program was introduced to Madhya
Pradesh in 2003, and close to 1,500
women have since become dealers,
recruited largely through local
women's organizations and the
self-help groups they operate.

Prof. Marta Rohatynskyj says opportunities for anthropologists to study
societies that aren't dependent on consumerism are disappearing.
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With an interactive website that
provides links to audiovisual clips
and glowing dealer testimonials, the
program promotes itself with language similar to that used by international development and povertyalleviation
organizations,
says
Rohatynskyj. Shakti says its purpose
is to empower Indian women and
help them overcome poverty, but
she decided to dig a little deeper to
find out what the program was really
set up to do.
"I wanted to see what the
priorities of the project were."
Based on a set of detailed interviews with women working as
dealers, sh e concluded that, although the project has been successful in redistributing money in
Madhya Pradesh, it doesn't hit the
mark when it comes to helping
women who are poor.
Among
those
interviewed,
one-third of their dealerships were
considered to be complete failures,
and many others were categorized as
unsuccessful. The only women
whose dealerships were deemed successful were those whose families
had the means to pay their start-up
fees and help them contact people to
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see their products.
Much of the sales work is done
door-to-door. For single women
without male family members to
help them, this has proven to be next
to impossible because of tradition
and culture.
"For many women, especially
those from a higher caste, this is simply unthinkable,'' says Rohatynskyj.
"You just don't wander around to
people's houses; it's just not done.n
A male relative must accompany the
woman or agree to do the sales himself. 'Without this, their dealerships
fail. The idea that this is empowering
women doesn't hold up in practice."
In addition, women who want to
become dealers must invest more
than $250 up front to buy products
to sell. Although some can borrow
the start-up money from their families, this is not an option for the
poorest rural women, whom this
program claims to be serving. she
says. "This is an extraordinary
amount of money for them."
Although maoy self-help organizations can lend money for such
business ventures, women must first
demonstrate that they have financial
stability and resources to be consid-

Even when women do have the
funds needed to become a dealer,
many find that once their dealership
has been launched, the male members of their family start running it
and profit from it themselves.
"I th.ink this project works best at
the poverty-alleviation level, but it
doesn't empower women in particular," says Rohatynskyj, who notes
that she was unable to interview
some dealers because their male relatives wouldn't allow it. "Even in the
most successful cases, it seems to
perpetuate gender inequality."
At the sales end, HLL's success in
capturing its target market bas been
"phenomenal," she says. The products are made more affordable to
those with little money through the
sale of single-serving packages that
cost only a few rupees.
People have become captivated
with media images o f the products
and are keen to buy brand-name
goods, she says.
"Thefre no longer seen as people
withoutj they're people with very little, and what little they have is going
to enter the economy through these
sorts of purchases. There's a real fear
of getting adulterated or fake goods,
so they want to buy the brand
name."
Studying the particular processes
ofentry into the consumer society at
different locales around the: ¥,lobe
b1JS become a major tbct:u' in
socio-culnual anthropology, especially under conditions of globalization and trade liberalization, she
says.
"For over a century, ow discipline has provided examples of societies that haven't been dependent on
consumerism, and now we're less
and less able to do this. Being able to
have a reference point of people who
are not so immersed ln consumption
is ethically important to w, and
these opportunities are disappearing. In a sense, accounts of lifestyles
that are free of the level ofconsumption we enjoy give us hope that we
can live by other values and with
greater respect for the environment."

Careful Listening Key
in Responding to Poverty
"People in Canadian universities who engage in anti-poverty research
and other anti-poverty activities must be celebrated and supported"
BY GERRY HELLEINER
Editor's note: The following is an abbreviated version of a talk
presented at the "Making Poverty History: Doing More of
What Works" symposium hosted on campus last week by president Alastair Summerlee. Gerry HeUeincr of the Munk Centre
for IntemationaJ Studies at Trinity College, University of
Toronto, was one of a number ofleading international experts
and scholars who spoke at the conference.

I

HAVE SPENT A GOOD DEAL

of my professional and

personal life trying to address the problem of poverty,

both at home and abroad. _Though th~ biblical t~ t.e Us us
the poor will always be with us, I believe that significant
reduction of al1 forms of poverty and the outright elimination
of deep material poverty are objectives that are not only
possible but also morally and politically necessary. But attaining
these objectives won't be easy. That material poverty exists Joe.ally, nationally, globally - is an inescapable reality for all.
How do those who are not themselves poor respond to the
continuing existence of severe poverty at home or abroad?
To be truthful, even those of us who do care, even passionately, are a long way from spending every waking moment
thinking about poverty. Other more immediate problems often
seem more pressing. On the evidence of recent federal electoral
campaigns, politicians and electorates don't seem to assign high
priority to poverty, least of all poverty
in developing countries. More negatively, there are those who are not ind\ffett.nt to 9()v~rty bu\
ideologically or orhenvise indisposed
to trying to do much about it.
Some responses, although seemingly positive, may, in fact, be even
more harmful than doing nothing at
all. Those who know they have the answers sometimes want to spring into ill-informed and/or premature action. The5e know-it-alls are found in governments,
aid and anti-poverty agencies, international institutions and
private corporations, even NGOs. One ofmy former economics
professors shocked his post-graduate students by observing
that: "The biggest mistakes we have made have not been the result of ow Jack of knowledge. The biggest mistakes have more
commonly been caused by the 'knowledge' we already possessed, but knowledge which was incorrect." (This wise prof
later tamed a Nobel Prize, but not for this observation.)
The most pernicious response of all may consist of lofty
rhetoric undercut by actions that fail to accord with those lofty
objectives. For example, a World Trade Organization development round proves to be nothing of the kind. Mu ch-hailed legislation to help poor countries acquire cheap pharmaceutical
products generates zero drug flows. Technical assistance provides jobs and incomes for rich consultants, but fails to respond
to expressed needs. Rich countries' governments routinely pad
their aid figures to make themselves appear more generous.
But it is also possible to respond in an appropriate manner.
The key to appropriate response is careful listening, including
asking the right questions. What do the intended beneficiaries
really want? What constraints stand in the way of realiz.ing their
particular needs? What is the context for decision-making?
What can and/or must be changed in that particular place? Such
responses build relationships. As Jean Vanier famously ob-

served: "Relationship is the essence ofhwnanity."
Do our systems and institutions generally encourage careful
listening to the poorest and weakest? Ofcowse not. Our institutional responses to poverty have been very weak, for two main
reasons. In a global economy dominated by market forces and
political power, the poorest have neither market nor political
strength and therefore cannot hope to influence systemic behaviow very much. Second, even within the aid and anti-poverty movements, the purported beneficiaries have very limited
power or even voice.
How do Canadian international aid and anti-poverty efforts
stack up? Despite repeated recommendations from all- party
parliamentary committees, other objectives continue to bedevil
the international aid envelope. Iraq and Afghanistan- neither
previously on any Canadian aid priority lists - have shot to the
top of the list of countries receiving aid in the last couple of
years. A serious anti-poverty effort requires the exact opposite:
the building and preservation of an adequately funded and fully
independent effort focused exclusively on poverty reduction.
Other economic o r political objectives should be met from
other budgets. Worse, we have seen continued inappropriate
and costly procwement tying. And co-operation with NGOs
has been inappropriately scaled back.
I am not so naive or so nationalistic as to believe ~at Canada

vated to address, poverty issues. It simply isn't true that the current generation is too "cool" and inward-oriented to care.
Many of the best and b rightest are demonstrating a hunger for
programs that permit them both to learn and to be useful in
fighting global poverty. This is most obvious in the hot demand
for undergraduate programs in development studies. More important, it is also evident in demands for more developmen tal
and anti-poverty content in professional and post-gradu ate
programs such as medicine, law, engineering and agriculture.
Add in the multicultural character of Canada's student bodies,
and these motivations and connections may also enable
Canadians and Canadian universities to help attack global
poverty.
Faculty members have often been leaders in research and
teaching about poverty and ways of overcoming it, and in analyzing the constraints that our own policies and systems impose
on the poor and vulnerable. Some have also managed to interact fruitfully with the relevant NGOs, governments and international institutions. Unfortunately, they have not always
received great support in these endeavours from their own disciplines, faculties and broader university communities.
A study published last year by the Canadian Association for
the Study of International Development found that faculty
members are not typically encouraged to engage in development or anti-poverty activities. For prestige, prom otion and tenure, theoretical
pursuits usually carry more clout than
applied and practical pursuits - 'lnuch
less such practical pursuits in far-off
lands. Nor have interdisciplinary efforts,
so often n ecessary in this arena, carried
the weight they deserve relative to ascent
within traditio nal disciplinary silos.
Young faculty members without tenure who engage in such activities w ually do so at some peril to
their university prospects. I n eed hardly add that universities
have n ot always been typified by a culture of humility and listening. Demonstrating intellectual sophistication, sometimes
accompanied by top-down arrogance, has been a more typical
path to academic reward.
Realizing university potential in the struggle against poverty
may require significant cultural changes within many, and perh aps most, of our universities. And these changes can come
only from clear, vigorous support from the leaders ofindividual
academic institutions and their faculties and departments. People in Canadian universities who engage in anti-poverty research and other anti-poverty activities must be celebrated and
supported through post-graduate scholarships, fellowships,
chairs and other forms of recognition.
Beyond ow universities, this sh ould be a much more general
proposition. I believe Canadians are, on average, much more
concerned than our political leaders and bureaucrats think. I
suspect Canadians would take pride in anti-poverty activities
and would perhaps contribute to and support them, if they
knew more about them. Perhaps we need to work h arder to find
ways to recognize and h onow those many who are working
against both global and local poverty. Canadians or not, these
arc true heroes and heroines wh ose stories we need to hear
more of and celebrate.

"I believe that significant reduction of all forms of poverty and the
outright elimination ofdeep material poverty are objectives that
are not only possible but also morally and politically necessary."
should or couJd lead in international aid performance and the
attack on global poverty. But Canadian expertise and diplomacy have been underutilized in the development arena, evidently as a conscious political choice. As this conference and its
participants demonstrate, there are plenty of people, both in
Canada and elsewhere, who understand these issues and seek to
address them. But at least in North America, they are evidently
not now powerful in economic or political processes.
Interestingly, North American publics and eventually their
political leaders do sometimes respond with remarkable bwsts
of charitable energy in response to natural disasters: tsunamis,
hurricanes, earthquakes and floods. Why are they not moved to
respond to the much graver ongoing problems creat ed, to some
degree, by their own systems? Most of w at this conference
know that twice as many people die unnecessarily in Africa and
Mia every month from treatable AlDS, tuberculosis, malaria
and unsafe water as died in the Asian tsunami. Yet a
commenswate response is nowhere n ear forthcoming.
What about ow universities and colleges? President Alastair
Summerlee has properly emphasized that ow society needs
people with knowledge, experience, openness and concern to
address poverty. I agree that ow institutions of higher learning
should be working to p roduce more of them. And I agree that
ow colleges and universities have a potentially major role in the
struggle against poverty.
Many students today are intensely interested in, and moti-
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Speaking Above the Silence
Environmental biologist to take part in campus conference on hearing impairments

T

BY ANDREW VOWLES

Some 30 yea.rs later,
that's who Pamela Owen-Lafrance
remembers - the neighbour who spoke
to her one day after she'd seen
Owen-1..afrance's son Nathan toddling outside their
Ottawa home. This was shortly after he'd been
diagnosed at 10 months with a profound hearing
impairment in both ears and had been outfitted
with hearing aids, including a clunky box-like
contraption that he wore strapped to his chest.
Recalling the incident, Owen-Lafrance says: "She
asked why he wasn't in an institution. That was a
pretty sad moment."
Scroll ahead three decades, and she's looking
forward to a happier moment in June when she
watches her eldest son, Nathan Owen-Going, cross
the convocation stage at U of G to receive his PhD.
That will complete an academic hat trick for
Owen-Going, who also holds a B.Sc. in agronomy
and a master's in plant pathology, both from
Guelph. And it will end his on-campus work as an
advocate and longtime peer helper for people with
disabilities, including those with hearing impairments.
That advocacy role will be highlighted this
month through his involvement with a conference
on campus for parents of children with hearing impairments. Sponsored by the Centre for Students
With Disabilities (CSD) and a non-profit organizaHE NEIGHBOUR.

dren had not been exposed to somebody with the
level of hearing impairment I had. Everybody was
curious. Until I was 10, I had to wear this big hearing aid on my chest with a strap, a big bulky thing.
It made me stand out a lot. n
Owen-Lafrance says there were "lots of little
incidents where people reacted poorly." Rude
neighbours or not, she was detenn.ined to treat
her oldest child as normally as possible, from entrusting him with money and instructions on errands to the store to signing him up for swimming
and soccer. (She and her husband divorced when
Owen-Going was seven.)
A turning point, academically and socially,
came the year he fell off a roof while retrieving a
tennis ball While convalescing that summer, the
nine-year-old discovered reading. Among other
things, his early reading material included Archie
comics, which helped him improve bis colloquial
English, a challenge for many bearing-impaired
children learning to speak. Borrowing from that
earlier experience, he's now reading French-language Archie comics to practise his colloquial
French as he learns the language from his
Montreal-born wife.
Another key move had occurred earlier when
the family became founding members of the Ottawa chapter of VOICE. Using that support network allowed them to share experiences with
other families and obtain access to resources, says
Owen-Lafrance. '1 would get a sense of
optimism."
The organization contacted Owen-Going to
he\\> organ.ii.e this spring,'s conference. The event

tion called VOICE, the annual event planned for
May 13 will involve speakers discussing hearing impairment research and technology, particularly for
learning and literacy.
,.. ~[erring ll?u ~....'!..~ chil4Jl.R,od and youth,

Owen-Going says the message he wants to get
across to parents of hearing-impaired kids is: "If I
can do it with the limited amount of technology
that was available to me until age 1O when I first got my be-

hind-the-ears bearing aids, their children should have no

problems."
Take our recent two-hour-long interview, conducted over

the phone to the Ottawa home of his mother, a longtime
VOICE volunteer who serves as her son's ears throughout our
conversation. She listens on one phone and types the questions
into acomputer, where he reads them and then replies over a
second phone. It was a similar type-and-reply setup that allowed him to field questions during his thesis defence, delivered orally with a PowerPoint presentation.
The arrangement works fine, apart from the inevitable delay of several seconds between question and answer, punctuated by the rapid-fire drilling of his mother's fingers on the
keyboard. Over the wire, Owen-Going's voice has a slightly
mechanical quality, as ifit's being filtered through a synthesizer
- an artefact of having learned to speak without hearing his
own voice. But his words are clear, and there are plenty of
words about everything from his disability to his academic and
research abilities.
For his PhD - co-supervised by Profs. John Sutton and
Chris Hall, Environmental Biology - he studied ideas for preventing and treating infection of hydroponically grown crops.
Ontario has the fastest-growing greenhouse and hydroponics
industry in North America, says Owen-Going, but Canadian
greenhouse growers lose 15 to 20 per cent of their annual income to root rot, a fungaJ disease that spreads quickly th.rough
densely packed plants grown in hydroponic solution.
Although the initial infection isn't apparent, changes in the
plant soon stunt its production of fruit or vegetables; eventually the root turns brown and entire crops can fail. Owen-Going studied better detection of symptoms and how to help
prevent and manage the disease. Looking at how the disease
circulated through fungal spores in the nutrient solution, he
found that diseased plants also spread byproducts that made
other plants more vulnerable to the pathogen, a previously
unknown consequence of infection.
"I don't think many growers realized the impact plant
pathogens had on increasing the amount of byproducts introduced to the nutrient solution," he says. "The industry will now
have a greater understanding of the factors involved in Pythir1m

will indud~ Ses5ions on manuging hearing los:t in

root rot, and armed with this information, they can begin looking for measures to prevent and counteract the effects."
Owen-Going has published a number of articles in peer-reviewed jownals and discussed his work at scientific gatherings.
In 2004, he received the Syngenta Scholarship in Sustainable
Agriculture, one of a number of awards he collected at U ofG.
Owen-Going began his post-secondary studies in Ottawa
but switched to Guelph a year later in 1994. Besides following a
dose high school friend here, he had heard good things about
tbeCSD.
"It was harder to adapt to the educational environment at
Ottawa," he says. "I went looking for a university with a welldeveloped program for hearing-impaired students."
lh class, he wed volunteer note-takers provided by the
CSD. He says professors here were accommodating, although
he had to explain to some why it was so important to him that
they use a microphone during lectures. (More than 20 U of G
classrooms are equipped to allow students to receive enhanced
audio through wireless receivers.)
Owen-Going himself became a CSD peer helper, often
guiding blind students to classes. That volunteer role proved to
have a bigger impact on his life than he might have imagined. It
was while escorting a student to the library that he met one of
her classmates and another CSD volunteer, Kathia Marie
Hallal. She and Owen-Going were married in 2002, just as he
began his PhD. Their first child, Luke, was born last summer;
his hearing is normaJ.
Owen-Going notes that Luke is about as old as he was when
he was diagnosed as profoundly deaf. Now 31, he is the oldest
of four children and the only one in the family with a hearing
impairment; his mother never learned why.
He was fitted with his first hearing aids just after his first
birthday and began seeing a therapist at the Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario. Having been diagnosed so early, he was
accepted into a regular classroom under a new board program
that saw a speech therapist visit his elementary school
regularly.
Owen-Going remembers asking teachers to face the class
when speaking or to write things on the blackboard.
"The main hurdle was trying to get people to understand
that I had a hearing impairment. lo many cases, the other chil-
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children, parental involvement, audio technology, hearing impairment in the classroom and the
genetics of hearing loss. The keynote speaker is
Lyn Robertson, chair and professor of education at Denison
University, who will discuss literacy in children who are deaf or
bard of hearing. Owen-Going will take part in a panel discussion and will staffa VOICE booth, where he expects to talk with
conference delegates about his experiences.
"I've never bad problems talking about my hearing impairment to people. I like to think of myself as an advocate, someone who's very open to teaching other people or letting them
know what it's all about. People who have been in an environment without much exposure to people with disabilities don't
have a clear idea of what it means. It's not ignorance; it's a lack
of understanding. "
He notes that hearing loss can affect many people, perhaps
not directly but as other family members age.
"These conferences have definitely helped to increase
awareness ofdifferent technologies that allow people like me to
communicate and learn to speak," he says, referring to everything from cochlear implants to wire1ess devices such as the
BlackBerrys be and his wife we instead of cellphones. ''These
events have been integral in demonstrating that people like me
are able to progress academically and function well in what we
call the bearing world."
What struck Bruno Mancini, director of U of G's Student
Life and Counselling Services, Wl1.S the matter-of-fact way
Owen-Going handled his own hearing impairment.
"We didn't talk about his disability. Some students have
their disability define them, but not in his case."
With his doctorate in hand, Owen-Going hopes to work in
government or industry, perhaps in environmental or agricultural consulting. Meanwhile, he's helping his infant son learn
to find his own voice.
Has he heard the baby cry? "Yes, J have. Of course, I need to
be wearing my hearing aids and need to be in the room."
In Luke's room, they've installed a baby monitor with a
camera that alerts Owen-Going to his son's activity. "The monitor also has a sound indicator on it in the form of LED lights.
Even my wife find s it wefuJ."
For more information about VOICE or the May 13 conference, call 416-487-7719, send e-mail to info@voice
fordeafkids.com or visit www.voicefordeafkids.com.

Click on Thisl
Handheld 'clicker' devices allow instructors to gauge students' understanding of classroom material
BY ANDREW VOWLES
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introductory

signals at a time) .
Pushing a few more keys prompts
special software to tabulate the responses and display them as a bar
graph or pie chart that allows her at a
g]ance to determine what proportion of students have answered correctly. (Turning Technologies based
in Ohio makes the devices and the
requisite TurningPoint software to
operate the system; the software is
integrated with PowerPoint.)
She can alter the quiz to require
students to respond within, say, IO
seconds. Or she might allow students
to spend a few minutes discussing
the question with their neighbours
- what Keenleyside considers a
form of peer teaching - before responding. The technology allows her
to ask straightforward content questions (such as "Which of the following does not describe viruses?") or to
poll students' opinions ("Are viruses
alive?") on a scale from "strongly
agree" to "strongly disagree."
At the beginning of a class, she
might pose a review question from
the previous lecture. (In her pilot
classes, she posed two or three questions to test key concepts.) Finding
that a particu1ar concept needs review, she might spend more time
covering the material again.
The responses arrive anonymously, although she couJd amend
the system to flag individual students' tesponses and even grade
them. But Kcen/eyside plans to use
clickers strictly for polling and for
helping to tailor her lectwes.
Being able to conduct in-class assessment is what led Prof. Rick Bates
of the Department of Food, Agricultural and Resource Economics to introduce clickers to his introductory
financial accounting classes in 2004.
Rather than collect responses
anonymously, he has used software
that allows him to tabulate and grade
student responses in seconds, a
speedier alternative to band-marking a conventional pencil-and-paper
quiz.
Bates says he's encountered pitfalls in using clickers with his classes
of 500 to 600 students in Rozanski
Hall. Earlier infrared devices required students to aim the clickers

biology class is clicking along, she
means it literally. The instructor in
the Department of MolecuJar and
Cellular Biology says handheld
"dickers" give her a bandy way to tell
during a lecture whether the roughly
600 students in her Rozanski Hall
class are grasping key concepts, no
small task for any large-class
instructor on campus. So convinced
is she of the teaching va1ue of the

devices that she has become a bit of a
champion among Guelph science
departments for this fledgling
classroom technology.
A relative handful of U of G in-

structors in the College of Biological
Science and the College of Physical
and Engineering Science are now in-

vestigating and experimenting with
dickers as a way to engage students,
particuJarly in larger classes.
Having completed pilot classes
with the devices th.is winter,
KeenJeyside hopes to use them routincly come fall , depending on further discussions with the first-year
biology steering committee. And at
least one professor in the Ontario
Agricultural College has handed out
the keypads to students for the past
three years for use as a grading tool,
admitted.Jy with mixed results so far.
Formally called audience in-class

resp onse systems, cliclcers a.re used in

schools and universities, business
and government to engage audiences
and gauge responses or understanding of ideas. Handing over what
looks like a stripped-down calculator
about as thick as a CD case,
Keenleyside explains how the
palm-sized device works.
Two or three times during her pilot lectures, she pun&ed a few keys
on her laptop to flash up a quiz question on the overhead screen. Holding their battery-powered clickers
like TV remotes, students pushed a
numbered button on the keypad to
"vo te" for a multiple-choice or
yes-no answer. A USB receiver
plugged into her laptop captured the
clicker signals from around the classroom {it can receive up to 1,000

directly at his laptop or their responses might not register. He's
eliminated that problem with more
forgiving radio frequency units, also
being used by Keenleyside.
He's also had logistical problems
trying to link with Weber to upload
grades and to allow students to register their clicker identifiers online to
create participant lists. He hopes a
new version of Weber being released this fall will make the job of
matching names and grades
seamless.
Clickers occasionally fail to work,
usually because of improper use or
mistreatment. If the device is
jammed into a backpack, for instance, any depressed key will cause
the battery to drain.
Still, Bates swears by clickers as a
way to engage students in large
classes. Although he lacks hard data,
he believes proper use of the technology can improve student learning.
Once he posed a particular question about calculating depreciation
that, as he had expected, stumped
more than 90 per cent of the students
during the regular lecture. Being able
to immediately drive home the concept in class led to a startling improvement when he put the same
question on a subsequent exam.
About seven out of l 0 students
scored correctly that time.
"That implies to me that getting
that instant feedback is what's effective. That's where clickers are useful. "
Bates also plans to make greater
use of the technology to encourage
more participation in problem review and opinion-gathering.
Fourth-year student Meghan
Irwin took part in a clicker pilot led
by Keenleyside in a second-year mi-

crobiology class. bwin says using a
clicker for grading would require
students to answer quiz questions in
a prescribed order and time without
offering a chance to review or change
their answers. But she says clickers
would be an asset to any large lecture
hall where professors are unable to
receive questions from students or
from smaller first- and second-year
classes, where students might be a bit
more intimidated about asking
questions.
Having experimented with clickers in biology and microbiology
classes, Keenleyside has discussed
the devices with faculty groups -including the CBS dean's council -in
hopes of introducing them more
widely for large classes. Chemistry
faculty plan to use clickers for introductory chemistry next fall. Using
them in more classes would make
clickers more economical for students. The devices cost $25 to $40
(often they're bund.Jed in with a class
textbook or custom courseware).
In a student poll, she found that
students favoured the devices for
pedagogical purposes but not for
grading. Slightly more than half favoured their use in periodic grading,
say, for six out of 10 interactive questions worth up to five per cent of
their final grade.
Keenleyside says only about 10
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per cent of students in a Jarge classroom normally ask questions or
respond to instructors. She views
clickers as a way to encourage more
students to engage with each other
and their lecturer. Referring to studies in the United States, where more
campuses are using the technology
more intensively, she says: "The data
say the more interaction among students or between students and the
instructor, the more the knowledge
gets absorbed and the more critical
thinking occurs."
So what entices normally reticent
students to take out their clickers
voluntarily in the classroom?
"It's fun; students like it," says
Keenleyside, who observes her own
18-year-old d aughter's embrace of
computing and communications
technology at home. "They're
tech-savvy. It's the same as
podcasting students demand
technology in the class. U you don' t
use Weber, they give you grief. If
you don't use PowerPoint, they really give you grief."
Says biology student Dave
Marchand: "When asked to answer a
question, one can answer without
feeling shy about being wrong or
about speaking in public. Although
they are meant for larger classes, I
would still like to see them used in
smaller classes."
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At Guelph Readership Survey
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We'd like to know what you think about At Guelph. Please take a few minutes to fill out
this survey and give us your thoughts. You can also complete the survey online at
www.uoguelph.ca/atguelph/survey. Please send the hard-copy survey by campus mail or
Canada Post to: At Guelph Survey, Communications and Public Affairs, Level 4, University
Centre, University of Guelph, Guelph, ON NlG 2Wl. The deadline for responses is May 17.
1. How often do you read At Guelph?
D Every issue
D Most issues

5. How would you rate At Guelpli on each of the following?

D Occasionally

2. How often do you read the following sections of At Guelph?
Please indicate if you are unaware of any section.

Never Occasionally Usually Unaware
Board of Governors/Senate
President's Column

D
D

D
D

D
D

News in Brief
People
Appointments

D
D
D
D

D
D
D
D

D
D
D

D

D
D
D

Focus
Insight
Profile
Letters to the Editor
After Hours
Where Are You Now?
Classifieds
Events
Display ads

0
D

D
D
D
D

0
D
D
D
D

Cl
0
D
D
D

D
0
0
D
D

D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D
0
D
D
D

Poor

Average

Good

D
D

D
D

D
D
D

D
D
D
D
D
D

D
D
D
D
D
D
D
D

Keeping you informed
General appearance
Photography
Writing
Ease of reading
Balance in coverage of all colleges
Credibility
Overall

D
D
D

6. Story length in At Guelph varies with the type of story
and the topic. In general, do you find the articles:
D About right
D Tooloog
D Too short
7. Do you have any suggestions about improving At Guelph?

0

--

~

--

--- -----,,.---

3. Would you like to see more, the same or less coverage
of the following in At Guelph?

Administrative news
Budget/financial news
Teaching and academic issues
Research
People, human interest stories
Student issues and activities
Athleti£s
Alumni aad development
Satellite colleges

More

Same

Less

D

()

D
D
0
0
0

D

D
D
D
D
D

D
Cl
D

D
0
D
0
D
D
D

D
D
0
D

4. Are there other topics you would like to see covered in At Guelph?

8. How often do you read At Guelpli on the web?
D Occasionally
D Regularly
D Only to look up a past issue or story

D Never
9. Would you be willing to read At Guelph only on the web?
o Yes, I have no problem with reading the paper online
O Yes, but only if there were no hard copy available

o

No, I wouldn't read it online under any circumstances

10.Areyou:
D Faculty
D Staff
D Student
11. Are you:

D Retiree
D Other

D Male

12. What is your age range? D 17 to 30

D Female
D 31 to 50

D over 50

Thank you for completing this survey. If you'd like to be included in a draw for $50, please fill
out this section; otherwise, submit your survey anonymously. The entry deadline is May 17.
NAME: -------------------------- --------------- --- ------------- ------------TELEP H 0 NE NUMBER 0 R E-MAIL ADD RBS S; - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Improvisation
Journal Targets
Wide Audience
Edited by U of G faculty, web-based academic journal

.

grew out of annual international jazz colloquium

T

BY REBECCA KENDALL
HE LATEST EDITION

of Critical

Studies in Improvisation, a
web-based open-access academic
jou rnal, went live last month, much

to the delight of its editors, Profs.
Ajay Heblc, English and Theatre
Studies; Ellen Waterman1 Fine Art
and Music; and Fr~deriq u e Arroyas,

Languages and Literatures.
People interested in historicaJ and
sociaJ issues, especially since 1960,
will find the journal of interes t, says
Waterman. For people who love jazz
and creative improvised music, the
journal offers in-depth anaJysis and
insight into some of the most creative
musicians of our time, she says.
"We have peer-reviewed artides,
interviews with major artists and a
notes and opinions section that allows important voices in improvised
music to be heard within a scholarly
forum. We want to reach out to
scholars across a broad range of disciplines, but also to musicians and the
wider community."
The newest edition, available at
http://joumal.lib.uoguclph.ca/public/csi/index..html, is dedicated to
topics related to Asian llnt>tovisation.
Contributors include Miya M a.saoka,
a musician who's known for composing works for large ensembles, sometimes with unusual sound sources
such as bees and human bodies; and
Deborah Wong, an ethnomusicologist specializing in the music of
Thailand and Asian-Americans.
Of particuJar note, says Heble, is
an opinion piece discussing the relationship between the black arts
movement and the Asian-PacificAmerican arts movement. It's written
by Fred Ho, a composer, author, producer, political activist and leader of
the Afro-Asian Music Ensemble and
the Monkey Orchestra.
"Improvisation tends to be degraded or dismissed within academic
circles, and it's a widely misunderstood genre," says Heble. "When it
does get talked about it, which is rare

in itself, it tends to be limited to a musical practice. In recent years, people
have begun to understand its connection to a wide range of social and culturaJ
transformation
issues,
including human rights, crossculturality and intellectual property
rights."

Criticnl Studies ;,, Improvisation

aims to break down the misconceptions and boundaries surrounding
improvisation and establish an
ever-evolving neti.vork for academics
and music lovers to connect and
communicate, he says.
Published t\vice a year since 2004,
the journaJ grew out of the annuaJ
three-day internationaJ jazz colloquium that's held in collaboration
\vith the Guelph Jazz PestivaJ and organized by Heble.
"The colloquium was the spawning ground for the journal because it
made us realize how much interest
and excitement there is for this
emerging field," he says, adding that
the colloquium was the first of its
kind and has since been used as a
model for events in Vancouver and
Montreal.
The creation of the journal aJso

c.oU\cid t.d with the- i.nttoduCition of

Open Journal Systems software,
which makes this type of journaJ possible, says Waterman. She gives credit
to the U of G Library for providing
the software, server and structural
support and to digital services librarian Wayne Johnston for his technical
expertise in making the editors'
vision a reality.
"Thanks to him, the journaJ looks
and sounds great," she says, referring
to the new integrated audio and visuaJ clips that allow readers to learn
abo ut a piece of music and its impact
in an enhanced way.
ln Wong's analysis of JapaneseAmerican bassist Tatsu Aoki's work
with taiko drummers, for example,
"you can read her detailed critique
and then watch and listen to the performance she's discussing. After that,
paper aJone just seems flat."

Yodzis Colloquium
Set for May 17, 18

"B

IOOIVERSITY,
Structure
and Function" is the theme
year's
Peter
Yodz.is
Colloquium in Fundamental Ecology
May 17 and 18 al U ofG.
This annual scientific meeting
brings together experts to discuss

of

this

principles underlying ecological phenomena. lt honows the late Prof.
Peter Yodzis, a longtime theoretical

ecologist at U of G.
Guelph researchers slated to speak
at the event are Prof. Paul Hebert, Integrative Biology, and Prof. Jonathan
Newman, Environmental Biology.

Other speakers include Michael
Rosenzweig of the University of Arizona, Philip Grime of the University
of Sheffield, Shahid Naeem of Columbia University, Michel Loreau of
McGill Univer.sity and Fiorenza
Micheli of Stanford University.
Colloquium organizers are integrative biology professors John
Klironomos and Kevin McCann. For
information, contact them at
klirono@uoguelph.ca or ksmccann@
uoguelpb.ca or visit the website
www.ecologycolloquia.uoguelph.ca1
main .shtml.

WILLIAM TAM
Faculty member in the Department of Chemistry since
1998
When Prof. William Tam
arrived in Canada at the age
of 22, he developed an interest in bowling and practised
his skills at least once a week.
That continued until his son,
Matthew, was born four years
ago, but Tam still manages to
bowl about once a month. "I
used to be very good, and I
hope to one day find the time William Tam
to get back to a weekly routine."
Last year, his wife, Phillis, taught him how to play
poker, and they often ge t together \vith friends to play.
Twice a year, Tam hosts small gatherings for his research assistants, and poker, chess, bridge and other
card games are always part of the fun.
"We have everyone over for Christmas dinner each
year and then have another party in the summer," he
says. "It's important to get to know one another on a
more personaJ level in an environment where chemistty isn't being discussed." In August, he'll hold a barbecue and poker tournament for the group.
This winter, Tam and his son took skating lessons at
the Athletics Centre. "I thought it was important for us
to learn because it's a popular Canadian pastime," he
says, adding that Matthew learned much more quickly
than h e did. "It's something we'll definitely do again
this year."

CAMERON WAGG
Master's st11dent in tlieDepartmentofbitegrative Biology
When Cameron Wagg steps
away from his studies, he
enjoys spending time \vi th his
friends and performing with
his band, the Pine Sevens.
"It's a lot of fun," says
Wagg. who plays b ass and
gui.\at. "W c wear plaicLftan ..

nel shirts on stage and have a
small pine tree as a prop. The
name of the band is based on Cameron Wagg
the Canadian song TI1e Log

Driver's Waltz."

He's been playing guitar for 14 years and taught at

the Ontario Conservatory of Music in high school,
which prompted him to try his hand at bass and o ther
instruments.
Away from the band, Wagg is getting prepared to
plant his first vegetable garden and likes to do
woodworking. In the past, he's produced mirror fram es
and small tables, but he's recently been creating canoe
paddles and giving them to friends as gifts. "I've made
five of them, and they keep getting better and better."
This summer, while doing fieldwork in British Columbia, Wagg will take some time away from collecting
soil samples to hike and enjoy the mountains.

LIZ GOLDEN
Cashier in Revenue Control since 2005
Liz Golden is the Queen
Mother of a local branch of
the Red Hat Society, an organization that began in 1998
and was inspired by the poem
Waming by Jenny Joseph.
The Red Hat Society, which is
made up mainly of women SO
and older, now has chapters
all over the world, including
17 in Guelph. Members dress _u_z_G_o_ld_e_n_ _ __
in "regalia" that include red
hats and purple clothing and take part in monthly
group outings.
Golden got involved with the group in 2004 after b eing approached by a frie nd who was starting a chapter.
•(s h e was the first Queen Mother but abdicated due to
other commitments. That's how I got the title."
Her chapter, which is called the Crimson Queens,
has participated in a variety of activities, including a ceramics class, learning to make fondue and appetizers at
Bistro Six and attending Th e Vagina Mo11olog11es at the
River Run Centre.
"It's based on the premise that 'girls just want to
have fun ,"' says Golden. "At SO, you're generally freer in
terms of family responsibilities."
She notes that younger women can also join the society but must dress in pink hats and lavender clothing
to identify themselves.
In June~ Golden J:in head to .Atlantic City on a bus
trip and four-day getaway with the Red 'fag Hatters of
Hamilton. The women have been invited by the
Tropicana Hotel and Casino to come by for a free
lunch, she says. "We tend to get a lot of attention wherever we go."

DOES UGFA QUORUM VOTE CONSTITUTE 'OVERWHELMING SUPPORr?
Second, I began to wonder if the
names of those attending the meeting were recorded . It turns out they
were not. How, then, do we know
whether everyone at the meeting
was a UGFA member?
My issue is not the certification
vote itself but the process. I should
think that to legitimize the process,
ing drive with a view to certification the UGFA executive would record
ofUGFA.'"
the names of those attending and
Being a UGFA member, I verify they are UGFA members - if
e-mailed the association to ask only to ensure a transparent and eqwhether quorum had been met and uitable process. Transparency and
how many people attended the equity are, after all, the cornermeeting. I was told the head count stones of the UGFA's editorial on
stopped as soon as quorum was met Guelph's TAPS! system.
{quorum is 40 people). I again
In its editorial, the UGFA says
asked how many people attended "operation of the TAPS! system ...
and was told that roughly SO to 60 is shrouded in secrecy/' that "we
people were there.
should treat all faculty members
This raises two issues. If Guelph equally in terms of progress up the
has more than 7SO faculty but only salary grid" and that merit pay is an
SO to 60 people attended the meet- inappropriate incentive in an acaing, is it really fair to say the motion demic environment.
to move towards certdication reThe basis of the argument is that
ceived "overwhelming supporf'? If merit pay provides the incentive to
all 60 people at the meeting voted in
be a productive worker in a factory
favour, then, yes, among those who (where worker productivity can be
attended, there was overwhelming uncertain) but not in a university,
support . But does this then consti- where the process of discovery and
tute overwhelmi.ng support by the creativity can take time. The probentire UGFA membership?
lem with this reasoning is that many

At a recent U of G Faculty Association meeting. union certification
was discussed. After the meeting, an
e-mail was sent to UGFA members
that included the following sentence: "At the council meeting on
April 6, a motion was passed, \vith
overwhelming support, 'That cow1cil approve an immediate card-sign-
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people working in other "thinking"
or creative professions are often remunerated using merit-based incentives. Why should universities
be any different? Moreover, given
that the tenure system can, at times,
provide an incentive to shirk,
merit-based incentives such as
T APSI are a tool to mitigate the risk
of shirking once tenure is granted
and to do so on an ongoing basis.
Perhaps if the UGFA executive
wants transparency and equity, we
should abolish the tenure system,
abolish the assistant, associate and
full professor ranks and make everyone equal. And fac ulty on the
Ontario government's salary disclosure list (which includes six members of the 2005/2006 UGFA
executive) could share their saJaries
with those of us not on the list.
Would that not be equitable?
Prof. John Cranfield
Department of Food, Agricultural
and Resource Economics

At Guelph welcomes letters to the
editor. They should be limited to
500 words and submitted electronically to Barbara Chance at
b.chance@excc.uoguelph.ca.
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They're a Class Act
U of G campus, students to be featured in a film written and produced by psychology and theatre studies student

T

BY REBECCA KENDALL
to
spend a summer than followin g
HERE'S

NO

BEITER

WAY

a dream and showcasing your
hometown. At least that's Thomas
Gofton's view. On May23, thethirdyear psychology and theatre studies
student will begin production on his
debut film, Four Aces, which is set in
Guelph and fe atures U of G as one of
its main backdrops. Filming will last
a month.
"It's my way of giving back to my
hometown and my school," says
Gofton, who started writing the
film's screenplay during the winter
break. "I want to use Guelph and the
University as settings because I take
pride in them and want to give them
both recognition and appreciation.
That's the point of doing this film.''
Gofton says filmmaking is something he's been interested in since
high school but never had a chance
to pursue until now. He enrolled in
U of G's psychology program because h e was considering a career in
teaching or child psychology. But he
also wanted to furth er his interest in
film, so he's been taking theatre
studies courses to learn more about
acting and script ' vriting and
analysis.
"Thomas is one of a growing
number of students in Guelph and
area who have an intense passionate
determination to make films," says

P rof. Paul Salmon , English and Th eatre Studies, who taught Gofton in a
Canadian film co urse this winter.

As part of the class, Sahnon invited two former U of G students,
Philip Carrer and Chad Archibald, to
present and discuss their fir-st feature, Despera te Souls, which was shot
in and around Guelph and released
in 2005. Patricia Rozema, one of
Canada's fo remost filmmakers, was
also a guest speaker.
" M y sense is that everyone in
class, particularly the aspiring filmmakers, fo und her discussion of
what it's like to be a working filmmaker in this country extremely
stimulating," says Salmon, adding
that if Gofton 's film is completed as
scheduled, it will be among the films
shown in the class next winter.
Four Aces is a romantic comedy
about four young men who have
been close friends since childhood.
They're all attracted to a young Australian woman named Jessie, who
com es to Guelph to work for a year
before beginning her studies at the
University. The fo ur men befriend
her, and slowly but surely, each of
them starts to fall for her.
"Jessie's parents are Canadian
and both graduated from U of G's
marine biology program at a time
when Guelph was one of the only
schools in the country that offered
it," says Gofton. "She's been backpacking around the world and has
decided to pay tribute to her parents
by coming to U ofG."
Cast in the role ofl essie is Casey
Outfield, a fourth-f ear thear.re studies student. The four young men are
played by second-year theatre stud-

Getting set..to begin produc\\Qn on the..fi\m Eour. Aces are~ ham.lett,
Andrew Ferguson, Thomas Gofton, James Poirier, Mfchael Chudnovsky
and Casey Outfield.
PHOTO BYMARTIN SCHWALBE

ies student John Battye; theatre studies graduate Andrew Ferguson;
Gofton; and Guelph native Ryan
Barrett, who played the lead character in Despera te Souls. Third-year biological sciences student Christina
Maio has also been cast in a principal
role, playing the partner of Gofton's
character.
The film's director is U of G graduate Michael Chudnovsky, who is
co-producing the film with Gofton
and James Poirier. Director of photography is Guelph-born Derek
Monalbetti, who recently graduated
fro m the New York Film School.
With a $30,000 budget, Gofton
has his cast and crew in place and is
making final arrangements to secure
shooting locations. Van Gogh's Ear,
Cafe Chopin, Thomas Video, the
Aberfoyle Mill and the U of G
campus are among the locations that
have been confirmed.
Although much of the pre-production legwork has been taken care
of, Gofton is still actively seeking
film extras of all ages. To assist him
in his search, h e's staging a concert at
Van Gogh's Ear May 11 at8p.m. The
evening will feature a number of musical acts, including The Next Best
Thing, The Johnstones and Harpoon
Dodger. Everyo ne attending the
concert will have a chance to sign up
for the film. "'We have a ridiculous
number of parts fo r extras," he says.
Those interested in signing up
but unable to acrrnd

tb~

M•r H

event can contact Gofton at 34 10870 or ceycil@lynnvander.com.

What's That Six-Legged Critter?
Entomologist expects new book will be key tool for coming swarms of insect lovers
BY ANDREW VOWLES

C

IT AN "insect collection
between covers." More than
that,
Prof.
Steve
Marshall,
Environmental Biology, expects his
new 700-page guide to the six-legged
creatures of eastern North America
will become an indispensable
reference tool for what h e sees as a
growing wave of two-legged
backyard naturalists.
Move over, birders. Insecli enthusiasts are on your tails. Or so says
Marshall, whose new volume, called
ALL

Insects: Their Natural History and Diversity, arrived on bookstore shelves

in April.
As an entomologist at U of G
since 1982, Marshall has logged
enough hours hunting down bugs to
know he's not alone in the field anymore.

"I see a shift in the naturalist
community from birds to butterflies
and dragonflies. and an absolute
boom of interest in other naturalist-friendly insects," he says, referring to growing numbers of amateur
naturalists to ting not the butterfly
nets and alcohol-filled vials of their
Victorian fo rebears but the digital
cameras of the electro nic age.
And far from snapping only the
most fl ashy and colour ful insects,
more of those collectors are turning
over stones and logs to add many of
the other thousands of species of
six..:Jegged critters out there from
stink bugs to flies to their photo graphic collections. "Every naturalist
I know is out there snapping digital
images."
Enter Marshall's new volume. the
first species-level guide to a vast ar-

Visit us

at the U.C.

Lamination • Mounting• Graphic Design

www.clicksigns.ca

ray of insects beyond the standards
of butterflies and dragonflies. He
agrees that its weight and full-size
fo rmat will deter most readers from
lugging the b ook into the field . But
he expects it'll be used much as he
and other scientists employ the
nvo-million-specimen U of G insect
collection housed in his Bovey
Building lab.
By consulting more than 28 picture keys with hundreds of illustrations, readers will be guided to the
most likely candidates among the
book's 4,000 colour photos displaying insects' cypical behaviours and
key characteristics.
Compare your digital image to
the picture in the book and you can
tick off another of the roughly 4,000
most commonly encountered insects in this part of the world.
Marshall's book includes insects
found east of the Mississippi River
and north of Georgia, including the
six provinces east of Manitoba. That
area is home to an estimated 100,000
insect species, including about
25,000 in eastern Canada alone. That
number also includes related terrestrial arthropods - spiders, mites.
millipedes - which are covered in
the book.
Most of those species are obscure
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or supremely difficult to identify unless you're an en tomologist intimately acquainted with signature
identifying genitalia, he says.
"There's a photograph of almost
every family any naturalist will ever
see, as well as many genera encountered in northeastern North America
and a significant number of common and conspicuous species. It's almost like an insect collection
between covers."
He adds that the book will also allow readers anywhere in the continent to identify most insect families.
"For the naturalist-accessible insects, it's pretty comprehensive."
The book includes the first
known photos of some insect species
to be published anywhere, such as a
species of bee fiy that Jays its eggs in
bee wasp nests.
"A significant proportion of the
images are the first published photos
of the species or genera and, in some
cases, even the families. The bee fly is
one of several species discovered fo r
the first time in Canada in the course
of this project."
The book credits many Guelph
students, graduates and colleagues
for their role in illustration and design of the picture keys. Many were
based on drawings fo r earlier course

manuals done by Ian Smith, scientific illustrator in the College of Biological Science, and fine art student
Monika Musial (Other figures were
drawn by Marshall and Christine
Schisler, an instructor in the Department of Molecular and Cellular Biology.)
The book publisher hired current
undergraduate Dave Cheung to help
design the identification keys. Other
contributors include Matthias Buck,
curator of the insect collection, and
Steven Paiero, a 2004 M.Sc. graduate
of Guelph.
Mar.shall, whose research focuses
on phylogenetic systematics of fly
families, says the book began as an
afte r-hours sideline that became a
central pursuit .
"Although many new discoveries
were made while writing the book, I
initiated this project to provide
something badly needed by naturalists and students, and I never really
thought of it as part of my research
program."
He'd like to write a companion
volume fo r western North America
and has much of the material in hand
fo r a book on the insects of Central
America, where he has worked on a
major biodiversity project in Costa
Rica fun ded by the World Bank.

It's All About Birds
Conference to explore wild, domestic bird issues
BY RACHELLE COOPER

B

IRO

EXPERTS

from

the

Toronto Zoo, the Owl
Fo undation and the Ontario
Veterinary College will talk about
wild and domestic bird issues at the
"All About Birds" conference May 6
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the OVC
Lifetime Leaming Centre.
Organized by U of G's Wildlife
Education and Environmental Programs (WEEP), the event will explore topics ranging from avian flu
to breeding behaviours of pel birds.
In addition , a dozen vendors \vill
have information and merchandise
available for pet bird owners and
wild bird lovers.
"A lot of people are afraid of
birds right now because of misconceptions about the avian flu , so we
felt it was really important to educate pet bird owners, wild bird enthusiasts and the general public,"
says Natalie Lemieux, a teaching lab
technician in the Department of
Pathobiology who's the WEEP program co-ordinator and the conference director.
Speakers include Prof. Bruce
Hunter, Pathobiology, who will
present "Truth and TaJes About the
Avian Flu." He will provide an update on the global avian influenza
situation, discuss the possible role of
wild birds in disseminating the virus
and review some of the ways governments and industry are preparing
lorbird Du.

"The media hype around the bird
flu and the World Health Organiz.ation predictions of a global flu pandemic has caused concern and
uncertainty among pet bird owners
and wild bird enthusiasts," he says.
Other speakers in the wild bird
section of the conference include Bill
Rapley, diredor of conservation fo r
the Toronto Zoo, and Kay Mc Keever

of the Owl Foundation. Rapley will
d iscuss the changing role of zoos as
major educational facilities and
partners in conservation. McKeever,
a world expert on North American
owls and owl behaviour, will explain
the trials and tribulations of working
with North American owls.
Sessions of interest to pet bird
owners and wild bird enthusiasts include hands-on practice in dipping
wings, trimming nails, safely holding birds and basic medical care.
Pathobiology professor Dale Smith
will explain why and how to do an
avian
post-morte m.
Margaret
Mostert, a nwsery manager from
Mostert Aviaries, will discuss how to
hand-raise a bird from h atchling to
fledging.
OVC staff veterinarian Michael
Taylor and Hunter will talk about
the breeding behaviours and physiology of pet birds.
The conference is a fundrai ser to
support avian disease research and
wildlife education. Money raised
will help fund OVC research on
proventricular dilatation d isease
(PDD) and help hire a summer student for WEEP, which educates the
public through school and community group presentations.
"PDD is so devastating when it
comes to pet birds, but there isn't
enough funding out there to support
finding a cure for it," says Lemieux.
Cost of the conference is $60 general, $25 for students, for the full day
or $35 and $ 15 fo r a half-day. Members o f the public can pay $5 per person or $8 per family to browse
through the vendors' booths from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. or visit with a variety
of parrots and wild birds from 3 to 6
p.m.
For more information, visit
or
call
w·ww.all-about-birds.ca
Lemieux at Ext. 54670.

Arts Dean Named
Continued from page 1
Department of Modern Languages
and Cultural Studies in 1998.
He was also elected chair of the
Chairs' Council (representing 65 departments) and is known for his efforts to promote the liberal arts,
mducling their contribution to social and economic capita]. Previously, he was an assistant professor
at Mount Allison University in New

Brunswick.

Bruce's teaching and research expertise lies in I 9th-century French
literature, literary theory and cultural studies and, most recently, the
interrelationship of different forms
of knowledge and modes of discovery and their represe ntations, specifically science and literature.
He has published numero us reviews, book chapters, joumaJ artic.lcs, papers and translations. His
current research includes a monograph on Jules Vall~s. work on Jules
Verne and Max Nordau, and a collaborative book project with a col-

league at the University of Waterloo
on the impact of scie nce on French
cultural production.
" I am very pleased that this opportunity has arisen to become part
of the University of Guelph and the
College of Arts," says Bruce. "Both
the University and the college have
earned well-deserved national reputations for high quality. My recent
campus visits certainly confirmed
th.is for me. The new challenge is an
exciting one, and I look forward to
working closely with my many new
colleagues to realize and enhance the
goals of the College of Arts."
Bruce holds a bachelor's degree
in French and German from the
University of Alberta and a master's
degree in French from Queen's University. He spent three years teaching English and French in private
language schools in France and Germany before returning to Canada to
earn a PhD in French from the University of Toronto.

Where Are You Now?
If ou can identify where this photo was taken on campus, you will have your name ent~red in a draw to be
h:id in June fo r a Ss o gift certificate donated by t he U of G Bookstore. Anyone who submits the right answer
by May 5 at 4 ,45 p.m. is eligible fo r th e draw. Send your response to r.kendall@ exe c. uogu ~ lph . c a or call Ext.
56039. The following people correctly identified th e April 19 photo as an ext.eroor portion of t~e science
complex: John VanM anen, Steve Gau ola, Cindy Wells, Alireza Omumi and Hak1mehp~~~a.~~,~~~CA KENDALL

EquiMania! Hits the Road
Equine Guelph's travelling education centre to bring information, resources
about horses to children, young teens across southern Ontario this summer

G

llY ANDREW VOWLES
IOOY·UP. Young horse lovers

around southern Ontario will
get a chance this summer to learn
about their favourite animal
through an educational road show
run by Equine Guelph.
The EquiMania! travelling education centre will bring information
and resources about horses to children and young teens at the
Schomberg Fair May 27, Woodbine
Racetrack in Toronto weekends
through July and August and Grand
River Raceway Aug. 7.
"We want to promote horse
health and safety in a fun , interactive
and educational way," says Susan
Raymond, communications and
program officer with Equine
Guelph.
Begun last year, the show consists
of posters, demonstrations. activities
and other interactive learning materials, including a life-size horse skeleton, all designed to teach kids aged
eight to 16 about horses. Visitors can

-

leam about h orse diets, grooming,
behaviour, anatomy and horse
trivia.
A new centrepiece this year is
SeeMore, a full-size fib reglass model
of a horse painted to display the animal's muscles, organs and bones.
Designed and painted in 2005 by
Ruth Benns-a U ofG fin e art gradu ate who also helped create
FunnyBones, the EquiMania! mascot - the model was unveiled at last
year's Royal AgriculturaJ Winter
Fair in Toronto. (Mounted on a
wheeled platform, SeeMore travels
inside a real ho rse trailer.)
The road show is one of three
components of Equine Guelph's
youth education program. There's
also an annual quiz challenge testing
youngsters on their horse smarts,
which was held for the second year
this March at the Can-Am Equine
Emporium in London, the largest
equine education and trade show
event in Ontario.
The third component is a website
(www.EquiMania.ca) that takes us-

Preparing
MONTESSORI Tomorrow's
SCHOOL OF WELLINGTON

established 1996
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Full & Half Day Programs For 2 1/2 To 6 Yrs
Suffolk St.
Government Licensed
Qualified Montessori Teachers
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Atter School Program To 6pm
"'2:.
"=en
Reading, Writing, Math & Life Skills
(;;
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ers into a virtual barn to complete
n umerous online activities.
Beyond this entry-level program,
Equine Guelph provides industry
skills through a certificate program
for existing or prospective horse
grooms.
In addition, about 700 students
worldwide have enrolled in the
equine science certificate program
offered online through the Office of
Open Learning for industry workers
and hobbyists.
Equine Guelph was launched in
2003 as a partnership between U of G
and the horse-racing and non-racing
industry.
"We're the meeting place for
both the University and industry to
provide communication and education," says Raymond.
A Guelph zoology graduate, she
is completing a PhD in animal and
poultry science on air quality and
horse-housing practices intended to
help owners improve housing conditions and prevent and treat respiratory problems.
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(519) 821 5876
www.montessori-school.ca

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
1935 Doherty upright piano with
walnut bench, excellent condition,
Joanne, 837-1069 after 5 p.m.

Peg Perego baby stroller, navy, excellent condition, 821-2524 or
wdickins@uoguelph.ca.
1996 Geo Tracker soft top, 198,000
km, best offer, Susan, Ext. 54878 or
519-338-3653.
White Kenmore stove, good condition; woman's skates, size 8; boy>s
skates, size 5/6; Elemant Barn skateboard with Grind King Trucks; colour Gameboy with games and case,
821-7069 or barb@pr.uoguelph.ca.
Ikea single loft-style bed and desk

set; leather couch and

lovesea~.

excellent condition; men's 26-inch
and youth's 24-inch mountain bicycles, 837-3809.
Newly refinished solid oak dining-

room set, oval table with two leaves,
six re-covered chairs, hutch and buffet,
824-8741
uoguelph.ca.

or

jscheuer@

Membership shares in Ignatius
Organic Farm CSA, regular and
half-shares for 20 weeks of fresh,

local organic produce, 824-1250,
Ext. 245, or www.ignatiusguelph.
ca/csa.htinl:

Above-ground pool, 15-foot diameter, includes pump, sand filter, gas
heater and saline disinfection system, needs new liner, four years old,
excellent condition, Ext. 52441 or
iheathco@uoguelph.ca.
Four-bedroom, two-storey home in
east end, l,800 square feet, two

baths, large kitchen, gas fireplace,
central air and vac, main-floor laundry, finished rec room, double
garage, close to bus stop, schools and
campus, Nancy, Ext. 52891 or
ngrieve@uoguelph.ca.
Little Folks crib, excellent condition;
Angel baby monitor system; wooden
student desk with three large drawers, Ext. 58636 or 836-8617.
1989 Pontiac Sunbird SE two-door
coupe, automatic, sunroof, power,
cruise, AM/FM stereo/cassette,
62,000 km, excellent condition, reliable, original owner, leave message
at 821-1583 or
jdrenters@hrs.
uoguelph.ca.
Wall unit with doors and shelving;
17-cubic-foot white GE refrigerator;
large metal office desk; chair on casters; chrome pedestal table, 36 inches
round, drop leaves; four wooden
chairs; end table with enclosed storage; two speaker sets, Ext. 53561 or
821-5412.

FOR RENT
Two-bedroom heritage stone cottage in Fergus, 2,100 square feet,
master ensuite, gas fireplace, two
sunrooms, appliances included,
non-smoker, no pets, available now,
$1,100 a month plus utilities, 8245478.

Spacious one-bedroom apartment
on edge of conservation area, dishwasher, washer/dryer, walk-out back
patio and yard, fireplace, parking,
dose to Speed River and Hanlon
Expressway, non-smokers, $650 a
month plus utilities, 763-5280.
Four-bedroom house in south end,
2,200 square feet, five new appliances, central air, main-floor laundry, close to bus route, non-smoker,
no pets, lease preferred, references
required, available now, $1,800 a
month plus utilities; two-bedroom
apartment in south end, walk-out
basement., separate entrance, laundry, appliances, gas fireplace, nonsmoker, no pets, references, available now, $925 a month plus utilities, 822-29 17.
Two-bedroom
cottage
in
Southampton, sleeps six, two baths,
gas fireplace, private treed lot, dose
to lake, river, downtown and golf
course, Melody, 836-6264 or m.
wren@e.xec.uoguelph.ca.
Three-bedroom furnished house
dose to campus, laundry, deck, spacious yard, available to Aug. 31,
$1,000 a month inclusive, Sara, 8240571.

LOST

A four-panel display that's titled
, "Envix..opig = Low... P.bosp)\oois
Three-bedroom lakefront cottage in Manure" has gone missing. ff you
know where it is, send e-mail to
Tobermory, 856-4786 after 6 p.m.
lparr@uoguelph.ca.

Two-bedroom newly renovated
basement apartment in quiet neighbourhood, fridge, stove, washer/
dryer, AC, parking for two vehicles,
available immediately, $850 a month
negotiable, Joho, 416-453-2712 or
johnveit@sympatico.ca.

WANTED

Cabinet Maker
Fine Furniture • Antique Restoration
Guelph, Ontario
519-766-9093

Host Families Wanted!!

Red_ 1:eaf Student Programs needs host
families for students coming from Spain and
France for July or August. These exceptional

students ~tt~~d morning classes at the University with
group activtbes every afternoon to improve their
English. So why not give me a call if you have a little
space in your home and in your heart for 4 short weeks this s ummer?

Compensation and orientation are provided to families.
For information, call Melissa at 519-787-2804.

FOR RENT

New Brunswick
Ocean-Front Cottage & Bouse
Private retreat, beaches, cliffs, sleeps 4 to 7 people.
Close to P.E.L Bridge. Available May to October
from $475 per week.

..

Call Robert at 705-944-5997

lmJ.i.~;·A)I
Campus Hardware Limited

1OV Gordon Street
Guelph, Onrario Nl G 4X1
Tel. (519) BJ<..3721

Fax (519) 836-5664
Helen Maciag
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Reasonably priced wed microscope
and haemacytometer in good condition,
James,
836-8510
or
tygertygers@rogers.com.

Fr••h From Our Kite,,_ •••

Ready-Made Take-Out Suppers
• Veptarl1n Luap1
• Chicken C1Icd1tore
• ORnge CUny Chicken Phyllo Rolls
• Vept1ble • Cheese Stuffed Potatoes

.,,_,.,_,,....,..._.,.

GUELPH POULTRY MARKET
Kortrtghtjust off the Hanlon
Kortright Plaza

Mon.-Wed. g..7
ll'lurs.~rt.

Sal
Sun.

9-8

...
Closed

~

763-2284

J, r
.

....

• Enriched Academic Curriculum
• Athletic Program
• Martial Arts

(est.1978)

•
•
•
•

• Skating

• Swimming

• Yoga

Musikgarten
Core French
Monthly Field Trips
Certified Montessori Teachers

Low Student Teacher Ratio
1/2 Day Preschool
Foll Day Jr. & Sr. Kindergarten
IDcmentaryGrades I-6
Extended Hours Available
Downtown Guelph
151 Waterloo Ave.
Guelph, ON

836-3810

"Within the Child Lies
the Fate of tht Futurr"
DrMuWM0<t,_ri

\\ \\ '' gui.:lp hn wnll'''"T1.l1•111
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EVENTS
ARBORETUM
Naturalist C hris Earley leads a work-

shop on sum.mer forest birds May 26

from 9 a.m . to 4 p.m. Cost is $50.
The deadline for registration and
payment is May 12. To register, call

Ext. 52358.

"Bird Sounds" is the theme of a
workshop with Richard Tofflemire
June 2 from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost
is $55. Registration and payment are
due May 19.

ART CENTRE
The Macdonald Stewart Art Centre

hosts an opening reception for the
exhibition "Holly Ward: The Relay"
May 4 at 7 p.m.

The art centre's brown bag lunch
series presents Guelph cartoonist

Seth discussing "Brief Stories About
Cartooning" May 16 at noon.

CONFERENCE
Amazing Possibilities: Leading
Practices in C ity Building for the

'1

Future," a conference on livable
communities, runs May 5 from
noon to 4:30 p.m . in Rozanski Hall.
It is hosted by the School of Environ-

m ental Design and Rural Development, the Guelph Civic League and
A lternatives Journal. For m ore informa tion, visit the website www.
guelphcivideague.ca.

LECTURES
M.W.A. Verstegen of the University
of Wageningen in the Netherlands
will present the 2006 George Raithby
Memorial Lecture May 16 a t 4:30
p.m. in OVC 1713. A world leader in
animal science, Verstegen will discuss "The Role of Animal Scientists
in Society."

The G uelph-W aterloo Centre for
Graduate Work in Chemistry and
Biochemistry presents the 2006
Pfizer Synthetic O rganic Lectureship May 17 a t 3:30 p .m. in
MacNaughton 105. Scott Denmark
of the University of Illinois, Urbana,
will discuss " Activating Acids W ith
Bases: Theory and Applications. An
Hom age to G.N. Lewis."

NOTICE
The Stress Managem ent and High
Performance Clinic is offering a
12-session class in relaxation and
stress managem ent skills training
beginning May 16. It m eets Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 p.m . in UC
335. A five-session better sleep program b egins May 24, running
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in UC 332.
For m ore information , visit www.
uoguelph .ca/.-ksomers or leave a
m essage at Ext. 52662.

TEACHING SUPPORT

For beginners, training sessions are
offered May 9 andJune l , 13 and 27.
For experienced users who will be
migrating current onJine courses to
WebCT 6, workshops run May 17
and June 6 and 21. Register at
\'IWW.tss.uoguelph.ca. Call M ary
Nairn at Ext. 5357 1 for information .
Weber drop-in clinics will continue
during the spring and sununer, running Wednesdays from 1 to4 p .m. in
McLaughlin 200A. Direct inquiries
to Richard Gorrie at Ext. 53731.
T he third annual TSS Course
re/Design Institute May 23 to 26 is
an intensive four-day program for
instructors who are designing,
enhancing or completely revamping
a course. Enrolment is limited.
Apply al www.tss.uoguelph.ca. Call
T revor Holmes at Ext. 52963 for
infonnation .

THESIS DEFENCES

U of G's 2006 Teaching and Learning Innovations Conference, focusing on "Pedagogies That Challenge,"
runs M ay 16. Details and registration are available at www.tss.
uoguelph.ca. If you have questions,
call Peter Wolf at Ext. 52468.

The final examination of Anthony
Rullo, an M .Sc. candidate in the
Department of Chemistry, is May 5
at 2 p.m . in Axelrod 337. The thesis
is "The Complete Structural Characterization of the 0 -Chain Polysaccharide From Actinobacillus suis
Serotype 0 2/K2." The adviser is
Prof. Mario M onteiro.

Teaching Support Services hosts
"Freeing Your Voice," a worksh op
for instructors wanting to enhance
the quality and command of their
speech , May 9. O n May 10, TSS presents "Women in Academe," an
opportunity for informal conversation about issues female academics
commonly face. Register at \'/WW,tss.
uoguclpb .ca. If you have questions,
call Mary Nairn at Ext. 53571.

The final examination of Candace
Stewart, an M.Sc. candidate in the
Department of Animal and Poultry
Science, is May 11 at 9 a.m. in Animal Science and Nu trition 306. T he
thesis is "Presence of RNA Interference (RNA) in Fetal Porcine
Fibroblast Cells." The adviser is
Prof. Serguei Golovan.

T raining and support for instructors
us ing Weber will be available
throughout the spring and swnmer.

The final examination of MFA candidate Kerri Reid, Fine Art and
M usic, is May 16 at l p.m . in Zavitz

Gallery. The thesis is "Long Shots."
The adviser is Prof. Suzy Lake.
The final examination of PhD candidate Nidham Jamalludeen, Pathobiology, is May 16 at 1:30 p.m . in
Pathobiology 10 I. Th e thesis is
"Pbages Against Porcine PostWeaning Diarrhea due to 0 149 E.
coli." The adviser is Prof. Carlton
Gyles.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
The G uelph Concert Band and the
big band Swing Station present a
gala fund.raising evening called
"Radio Days" May 13 at6 p.m . at the
1talian Canadian Club. The evening
will feature vocalist John Medina
and the barbershop quartet Area
Code 519. Reservations are required
by M ay 7. For ticket information,
call 763-3000.
T he College Wom en's Club holds its
annual general meeting and spring
luncheon M ay 9 at 12:30 p .m. at the
Cutten C lub. For tickets, call Jean
Hume at 837-3895.
As part of Sexual Assault Awareness
Month, Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis presen ts session s on
helping a friend who's been sexually
assaulted May 4, criminal harassment M ay 18 and acquaintance sexual assault May 25. T h ey run from 1
to 4 p .m . For m ore information or to
register, call 823-5806.

The Waterloo-Wellington Wildflower Society is hosting a Mother 's
Day wild.flower walk May 14, leaving
at 2 p.m. from the Hanlon Creek
Park parking 1oton Kortright Road .
Kidsfest, the Guelph Youth Music
Centre's annual open house, runs
M ay 13 from noon to 3 p.m .

The Guelph C ivic League is hosting
an Irish ceilidh May 5 at Creelman
H all. Doors open at 7 p.m . For m ore
inform ation, visit the website www.
guelphcivicleague.ca.
McCrae H ouse hosts its annual
" Po ppy Push" May 6 from 8:30 a.m.
to I p.m. The exhibit "Where Po ppies Grow: The Story of the Flower
of Remembrance" opens at> 11 a.m .
The Elora Festival Singers present
"Serenade to Music" May 13 at 8
p.m. at St. John's Ch urch in E1ora.
'Fhe p rogram will include works by
Vaughan
Williams,
Benjamin
Britten and H ubert Parry. For ticket
information, call 846-5947 or visit
elorafestival.com.
The Kitchen er-Waterloo Humanist
Movem ent hosts the 2006 Non-Violence Festival May 13 from noon to
11 p.m . at Waterloo Park. For inform ation , visit www.nonviolencefestival.com .
Any parents interested in seeing a
class developed in Gu elph to teach
the basics of Mandarin to children
and possibly their families are
invited to contact Cathy C hapman
at 82 1-7512 or mcathychapman@
rogers.com.
The G uelph Food Bank is holding
garage sales and silent au ctions M ay
12, 13, 26 and 27 from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m . at 100 C rimea St.
'Fhe Elora Festival h osts its annual
book sale May 6 and 7 from 9:30
a.m . to 5 p .m. at the Elora C urling
Club.
The Gu elph Guild of Storytellm
presents storytelling at the Boath ouse May 10 at 8 p.m .

Something to Crow About
OVC profgets plenty ofmedia play over her PhD research on sex and roosters

P

industry. 'jJ was trying to find out what was
After finishing her doctorate, Millman
going wrong," she says.
went to work for the Humane Society in WashROF. S UZANNE MILLMAN, Population
M illman determined that genetics ington for seven years before returning to
Medicine. never imagined that she'd be
breeding to get roosters with large, m eatier Gu elph. A member ofU o~G's Animal Behavtalking about her PhD topic with the national
breasts - was probably to blame. The research
iour and Welfare Research Group, she studies
media. ln fact, there was a time wh en she was
was m et with great interest by many people in fundamental questions about how injury and
afraid she wouldn' t be able to discuss it with
the animal behaviour and animal welfare illness affect behavioral needs and social dyanyone.
world, but it didn't catch the attention of the namics of dom esticated animals, and bow to
" I remember back when I was deciding
assess and improve the welfare of livestock and
main stream media until recently.
whether to do this subject, I kept thinking: 'FU
It started in March when Maclean's m aga- horses.
never feel com fortable talking about sex and
zine ran a photo of Millman holding a rooster
Sex and roosters was on the back burner,
roosters,'" she says.
to accompany an article on animal welfare re- but when Maclean's ran that photo, it caught
But lately it seems that sex and roosters is
search . The photo was taken when she was a the attention of a Can adian Press writer, who
what Millman has b een talking about most.
doctoral student at G uelph working with re- got in touch with her. He wrote an article that
Maybe it's because she's bad som e time to get
nowned animal welfare professor Ian Duncan.
was published around the country, including
used to her subject m atter. It's been six years
' 1Poultry wasn't even m y area of expertise,"
in the Globe and Mai~ National Post and Vansince she defended her dissertation on the
Millman says, explaining that her specialty at
couver Sun. That led to Millman doing interchanging m ating habits of poultry.
the time was swine. But when funding for a pig views with local and national radio programs,
She looked at why som e breeds of roosters
project fell through, Duncan approached her including OBC's As It Happens.
were abandoning traditional "courting" habits
about finishing a study on sex and roosters. Af"People have been taking som e pretty
and becoming more sexually aggressive, a
ter som e initial hesitation, she agreed. ' 1It was funny angles on the story, talking about aggreschange that was leaving som e hens hurt and
the luck of the draw that I ended up getting a sive males with big breasts," she laughs.
troubling animal behaviourists and the poultry
great research subject."
Although. she has turned her research atten -
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tion to h orses and once again to swine, U of G
research on sex and roosters is continuing.
Colleen Doh erty, a gradu ate student in the De·
partment of Animal and Poultry Science, is
taking Millman's work one step further. For
her master's thesis, which she just defended,
Doherty looked at whether roosters who live
with hens can learn to gel' along better with the
opposite sex. Although she saw some improvement, the roosters continued to be aggressive,
especially the larger ones.
Millman still believes breeding is the cause
and speculates that roosters with large breasts
are less agile, which hampers their ability to
court females. Courting can include pecking
the ground, food calls, kicking up shavings and
even "waltzing" around. She says larger roosters m ay be more clumsy and unable to perform
som e of these m anoeuvres, which arc typically
used to coax a hen into submission.
"Considering that I once worried I'd never
b e able to talk about any of this out loud, I' ve
com e a long way," she says.

