at
Ontario Budget Includes
$25M for OVC Research
Funding will support plans for upgrading veterinary college's facilities

T

HE ONTARIO budget unveiled
last week includes $25 million
for the Animal Health Lab at the
Ontario Veterinary College for
research into emerging diseases such
as avian flu and West Nile virus.
"We welcome this exciting
news," says OVC dean Elizabeth
Stone. "The University and OVC are
extremely grateful for this infrastructure funding, and we look forward to working with government to
advance our knowledge and our
leadership in research on these important health concerns."
The newly announced funding
will support the existing plan fo r the
upgrade of OVC's facilities. Tltis includes new diagnostic units and
state-of-the -art equipment to aid re-

searchers in identifying and managing new and emerging diseases.
"An improved ability to diagnose
infectious diseases will have a great
impact on the Canadian agriculture
industry," says Stone. " In addition,
many emerging diseases are ones
that can pass from animals to humans, so funding in this area extends
to improving human welfare as
well."
President Alastair Sumrnerlee
says the new laboratory facilities will
be a key component of the strategic
plan to place OVC at the forefront of
improving the health of animals,
people and the environment.
"The health and welfare of our
province depend on investments
such as th.is," he says. "1 applaud the

McGuinty government; the Ontario
minister of agriculture, food and rural affairs, Leona Dombrowsky; and
Guelph-Wellington MPP Liz Sandals for their vision and support in
this regard."'
Stone notes that the field of veterinary medicine is gaining recognition around the world for its
contributions to human health.
"The fact that we are involved in
helping maintain the health of people and not just animals is one of the
best-kept sec rets of our profession,"
she says. "We are delighted that the
Ontario government has recognized
the importance of supporting veterinary research and the role veterinarians play in the provincial public
health system."

Tuition Framework Proposed
Tony Berto hopes to open a window on queer theatrical writing in
Canada.
PHOTO SY MARTIN SCHWALBE

Preliminary budget to be presented to Board of Governors April 20

T

has released its
proposed multi-year tuition
framework for tuition rates beginning in the 2006/2007 academic
year. As reported previously in At
Guelph, U of G anticipates a gap of
about $8.7 million between expenditures and expected revenues in its
preliminary 2006/2007 operating
budget. To help address this shortfall, Guelph has determined that
additional revenues from tuition
increases will be needed.
President Alastair Summerlee
met with the Student Budget Advisory Group March 22 to discuss the
proposal. The new fees will be included in the Universit(s preliminary budget, which will be presented
to Board of Governors April 20.
U of G's fees reflect the new
framework for setting tuition that
was unveiled by the province March
9. Currently, tuition fees at Guelph
are, on average, lower than those at
other Ontario universities.
The proposed increases in domestic tuition fees are as follows:
HE UNIVERSITY

entering undergraduate students,
4.5 per cent ($94 per semester);
entering undergraduate students,
special programs: ejght per cent
($168 to $182 per semester);
continuing undergraduate students, four per cent ($84 per semester);
entering graduate students, 4.5

per cent ($77 per semester); and
continuing graduate students,
four per cent ($69 per semester).
Tuition fees for all currently registered international students will be
frozen for the remainder of their
program. From 2006/07 onwards,
the University will introduce a program fee for all international students so they will know the total cost
of tuition for the nounal duration of
their program before they accept an
offer at Guelph. The new fees will be
similar to international fees at other
Ontario universities.
This will mean a significant increase in tuition fees, but iti will apply
only to new entering students. The
proposed fee increase for entering
undergraduate international students is $2,000 per semester for regular programs and $2,500 for
professional programs. The proposed increase for entering international graduate students is $1,333
per semester for all programs.
Overall, the changes in domestic
and international tuition fees are expected to generate an additional $3.7
million in revenue. Sununerlee had
said earlier that, given the current
budget situation, the University
would be hard-pressed not to increase tuition to the new allowed
maximum for provincially regulated
programs.
The government has also announced significant changes to stu-

dent financial aid programs,
including extending eligibility for
access grants, which are aimed at
helping lower-income students gain
access to post-secondary education
This will mean more money and improved access, but it's not clear how
this financial aid will work or how
many U of G students will benefit.
Swnmerlee says the University is
currently reviewing these changes
and will combine the impact of the
government's announcement with
the recommendations of the Presidential Task Force on Accessibility
to University Education and seek to
direct financial aid to support students who have not been eligible for
such aid in the past. U of G will also
seek to support graduate students
and international students who will
be affected by the proposed increases
in tuition for next year.
Opportunities for public discussion on all components of the
budget will continue at Senate April
11 and at a special open forum to be
held April 19, the night before B ofG
meets. It begins at 6:30 p.m. in Room
1714 of OVC's Lifetime Leaming
Centre. Due to wide interest in the
budget, the location of the April 20 B
of G meeting has been changed to
accommodate a larger audience. The
meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. in
Room 1200 of the Thornbrough
Building. Contact the Board Secretariat for tickets.
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PhD Student
Receives First
LGBT Award
Study to look at how queer people are depicted in theatre

.

examine are Toronto's Buddies in
Bad Times, founded by U of G
HO STUDENT TONY BERTO is drama professor Sky Gilbert; Calthe winner of U of G's gary's Teatro Berdache; and Vanmaugural scholarship for lesbian , couver's Pink Ink Theatre.
gay, bisexual and transgendered
"I'm sure I would have bad a difstudies. The award was presented ficult time finding an adviser if I'd
March 26 during the Guelph leg of wanted to do the kind of work I'm
the Wilde About Sappho touring doing now when I first started uniliterary festival.
versity in the 1980s, .. says Berto. He
Sponsored by U ofG and the Ot- earned a degree in wildlife biology
tawa-based Lambda Foundation, the from U of G in 1986, worked as an
award is a step in the right direction ornithologist for 13 years and comfor students who are passionate pleted a master's degree in theatre at
about evoking change and promot- York University in 2003. "I don 't
mg understanding at a time when think there would have been a supsociety is opening up its collective port system or the general opinion
mind, says Berto. "I can only hope that what I was doing was valuable."
that it is encouraging for students
Through his research, Berto aims
who study queer subjects."
to gain insight into how queer peoBerto, who is also an accom- ple are depicted in theatre and the
plished playwright, is embarking on public perception of those characa project that will investigate every ters. He says the work is important
gay character seen in a play on a pro- because there's little information
fessional stage in Canada in the past available in this area and no canon of
l 0 years. Among the theatres he will
Continued on page 10

P

BY REBECCA KENDALL

your career
and get the
most out of
each work da3
...
let us help you
see your wor~
more'clearly.

I

Canvision Optical
666 Woolwich Street
Guelph, ON NIH 7GS

766_7676

Eastern Newfoundland
and
St. Pierre
l~~
~WlC 23 lo 30, 2oo6
~
~t>f-CJ<yt'ra>d
·~-Guelph - TolcrlD - Rdllm

Sl.tm'smiin
-~of McCWr(S 1'111'1 Local Hewbnflard Gl.iSe
-~bQno/

· Hottl~llt1U'lptlo.et9bll.hand/Of..,.,.

,...,.,_

· MotorCoacfltransporUillonandllBCIJW~o4onelllbseperPtrson
• Ea:iJlliorWlOOlpe59eM,Corapllon8lftand~l\Jlil8oatb.I

·lourofttbaM:SC..tlhn's./ Entrance lees to~ HIWlllCSltestnd Museums
·BolltlDSt.Plem/ &a.nlonstoTMltfand8orlfrfllta

'Making Poverty History'
Focus of Symposium
Universities must take leadership role in eliminating poverty, says Summerlee

P

RESIDENT Alastair Summerlee

is hosting an international
symposium April 25 and 26 on
"Making Poverty History: Doing
More ofWbat Works." It will feature
a roster of internationally recognized experts who will provide
candid accounts of the real
challenges facing the victims of
poverty around the world.
The symposium will be held in
Rozanski Hall and is free and open to
the public. Advance registration is
required.
Elisabeth Tankeu, the A.mean
Union's Commissioner for Trade
and Industry. will give the keynote
address April 25 at 7 p.m.
On April 26 at 9:15 a.m., Agnes
Wakesho Mwang'ombe of the University of Nairobi in Kenya will give a
"keynote challenge" on "Poverty Is-

sues for Women and Youth.'' At 1
p.m., Gerald Helleiner of the Munk
Centre for International Studies at
Trinity College will discuss "Poverty
Local, National and International."
Wednesday will also feature
panel discussions at 10:30 a.m. and 2
p.m. aimed at finding solutions to
poverty. They will feature participants from UNICEF Rwanda, World
Vision, the Pauktuutit Inuit Women
of Canada, the Canadian Council for
International Co-operation and the
Tamarack Institute, as well as scholars, business leaders and others.
"Poverty is the universal barrier
to education, health and well-being
and is the base of hunger, ignorance
and disease," says Swnmerlee. "It exists everywhere and is an all-pervasive challenge. Universities are
vibrant, active communities of peo-

pie who are armed with knowledge
and experience and who must take a
leadership role in the elimination of
poverty."

He says universities can start by
focusing on the areas they have expertise in: influencing public opinion and public policy, motivating
students and communities to become engaged, contributing to inter-

national development opportuni-

ties, and mobilizing some of the best
minds in the country to discuss such
issues of great social importance
with the public.
" Making Poverty History" is part

of a series ofongoing events U of G is
sponsoring to engage the public in
stimulating discussions on emerging

global issues. For more information
and a registration form, visit www.
open.uoguelph.ca/poverty.
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HIS YEAR'S WINNER of the R.P.
Gilmor Student Life Award for
contributions that enhance the
quality of student life on campus is
the residence life m anagement team.
The nine-member group was
honoured at a reception held March
30.
The team is made up of full-time
professional residence life managers
who provide support to students and
respond in times of crisis, set policies, select and train 130 residence
assistants and other student staff,
plan programming, manage behaviour problems, mediate roommate
conflicts and communicate with
parents.
Also honoured at the reception
were the recipients of the Andre Auger Citizenship Award (Dawn
Campbell), the Brian D. Sullivan
Student Leadership Award (Christian Casupanan), the Liz Honegger
Student Volunteer Award (Jennifer
Huffman). the Roberta Mason
Rookie Involvement Award (Okimi
Peters) and the U ofG Alumni Asso-
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ciation Student Volunteer Award
(Sharon Chandra).
The recipients of this year's
Gordon Nixon Leadership Awards
are the Chroma Leadership Working
Group for its conference on the interconneGtions among race, identity
and leadership; G uelph Students for
Environmental Change for a pilot
project aimed at energy conservation in residence; the International

Student Organization for the annual
One World multicultural show;
Oxfum@Guelph for a workshop on
world hunger; Student Housing Services and the Aboriginal Resource
Centre for a mural in the south student lounge; the Wellness Centre's
Guelph International Project; and
the Women's Resource Centre for
programming and resources related
to transgender issues.

Classes Resume at Guelph-Humber

C

LASSES
RESUMED
at the
University of Guelph-Hwnber
March 27 following the end of the
18-day strike at Ontario colleges.
Prof. john Walsh, GuelphHumber's vice-provost and chief academic and executive officer, says
he's "terrifically proud of the way
our students, faculty and staff have
responded now that the work stoppage is over to make sure that the academic semester can be completed."

Walsh says classes will be extended by a week and the exam period lengthened by three days.
" Faculty are working very closely
with students and program beads to
make any necessary adjustments to
ensure that we meet all the learning
objectives in the courses successfully."
All students will be finished by
the end of April, h e says, and all
grades will be submitted on time.

We Want to Know What You Think!

F YOU HAVEN'T H~D A CHANCE YET to fill out the At
Guelph readership survey that appeared in the
March 22 issue of the newspaper, please do so by April
12. We want to know what you thin1i: about the
publication and whether you have any suggestions for
improving it. You can fill out the survey online at

Editor Barbara Chance

b.chancc@aec..uoguclph.ca

Design Peter Enneson

Produdlon Linda Graham
l.graham@excc.uoguclph.ca

Advertising Scott Anderson

thcandcrsondiffercnce@rogcrs.com

Director Chuc.k Cunningham
c.cunningham@extc.uoguclph.ca
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www.uoguelph.ca/atguelph/survey. If you need a hard
copy of the survey, call Ext. 56580 or 56581 or drop by
Communications and Public Affairs on Level 4 of the
University Centre. Responses can be anonymous, but
if you'd like to be included in a draw for $50, please
provide your contact information.
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Pax; 519-824-7962
Website www.uogutlph.ca/alguelph

Articles may be reprinted
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ISSN 08364-478

NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR
PRESIDENrs STAFF AWARDS
President Alastair Summerlee is
calling for nominations for the
President's Awards for Exemplary
Staff Service. The awards recognize
employees who have demonstrated
outstanding service and/or who
have made significant contributions to the University community
beyond what is expected of their
positions. All non-academic fulland part-time U ofGstaff who have
been employed for at least two
years are eligible. Nomination
deadline is May 31. For more information, visit www.uoguelph.ca/
president/exemplaryservice.shtml.
A hard-copy nomination pack.age is
available from the Office of the
President on Level 4 of the University Centre.
CUPE LOCAL 3913, UNIVERSITY
REACH TENTATIVE AGREEMENT
U of G and CUPE Local 3913
reached a tentative settlement
March 31. Ratification will take
place starting at an information
meeting April 5 at 5:30 p.m. (1oca. tion to be announced) and continuing April 6 from IO a.m. to 4 p.m . in
the University Centre courtyard.
'LAST LECTURE' CELEBRATES
GRADUATING STUDENTS
Cassie Campbell, captain of the
Canadian women's hockey team
that captured its second consecutive
Olympic gold medal in Turin, will
be among the speakers at the fifth
annual "Last Lecture" for U of G's
graduating students April 7. It
begins at 6 p.m. in War Memorial
HalJ and will also feature talks by
graduating arts student Talya
Postan and College of Arts dean Jacqueline Murray. A reception will
follow at the Macdonald Stewart
Art Centre.
LANEWAY TO CLOSE FOR DAY
The Janeway off Gordon Street into
Phase l of the science complex will
be closed to vehides, pedestrians
and deliveries April 13 while
air-handling units ar? being hoisted
onto the west wing rooftop of Phase
2 of the complex.

GUELPH READSI APRIL B
The second annual Guelph Reads!, a
free event organized by U of G students to celebrate reading, runs
April 8 at 7 p.m. at Norfolk United
Ghurch, with a reception to follow.
Four community members, including Prof. Sky Gilbert, English. and
Theatre Studies, have chosen a book
that they believe has created or has
the potential to create social change
and will argue why their selection
should be read by everyone in
Guelph. People attending can vote
for their favourite book. For details,
visit www.guelphreads.org.

TREK TO THE WEST
Co-operative Education and Career
Services has partnered with
eCarnpusRecruiter to create a "Trek
to the West" virtual job fair that
encourages companies in Western
Canada to post employment opportunities for U of G students. Jobs
will be listed until April 7 on the
site, which can be found at www.
careerservices.uoguclph.calgowest.

Looking at the Big Picture

International experts to discuss sustainable livelihoods and ecosystem health

U

BY ANDREW VOWLES
G WILL HOST an international conference called ''Sustainable Livelihoods and Ecosystem
Health: Informing Policy, Practice
and Research" June 4 to 7.
Organizers expect to attract
about 150 delegates, including policy-makers, researchers, practitioners and students from Canada, the
United States and Europe interested
in social and ecological systems and
in innovative approaches to rtllal
d evelopment research.
Speakers will include Naresh
Singh, recently named executive
director of a United Nations commission on the legal empowerment
of poor people. Formerly director
general of governance and social development with the Canadian International Development
Agency
(CIDA), Singh is the co-author of
OF

AGRICULTURAL HALL OF FAME
ANNOUNCES aoo6 INDUCTEES
Retired engineering professor Ross
Invin and the late OAC professor
Stan Young are tw"o of eight people
who will be inducted into the
Ontario Agricultural Hall of Fame
in Milton June 11. lrwin, who
taught at U ofG for 36 years, helped
chart the course for drainage and
soil water management throughout
Ontario and parts of the United
States. Young, who died in 2004,
taught crop science and coordinated agricultural extension at
U of G for 33 years. He also served
for five years as direaor of the associate diploma program in agricuJture. For tickets to the induction,
call 905-878-8151.

Sustairiable Livelihoods: 8t4ildir1g on

the Wealth ofthe Poorand is a form er
visiting fellow at the Ontario
Agricultural College.
Also on the roster is Mario
Giampietro, director of the Unit of
Technological Assessment at the National Institute of Research on Food
and Nutrition in Italy. He's the author of Multi-Scale fotegrated Analy-

sis ofAgroecosystems.

The conference is intended not to
solve specific problems but to allow
participants to share ideas and experiences about everything from AIDS,
clim ate change and disaster relief to
asset-building and human rights,
says Prof. Tony Fuller of the School
of Environmental Design and Rural
Development (SEDRD).
A key goal will be to suggest research directions and projects for academics, including U ofG faculty, to
pursue, says Fuller. "That's our main
contribution."
He underlines the big-picture nature of the planned discussions, intended to ensure that key players
consider the broad implications of
policies and strategies for tackling
threats to livelihoods and the
environment.
For example, Fuller and other
Guelph colleagues recently took part
in discussions about a pine-beetle infestation threatening much of the
forest industry in British Columbia.
Far from being restricted to that industry, however, those talks involved
officials from tourism and municipalities as well as environmental
groups, aborigin~ representatives
and academics.
"It's not just about spraying the

Prof. Tony Fuller hopes the upcoming conference will foster new links
between environmental and social agencies.
PHOTO ev KYLE ROORIGUE2

pine beecle," he says. "This ism opportunity to think about the complexity of the issues. It's not about
problem-solving but systems thinking, where uncertainty and surprise
are normal."
The same big-pioture approach
has involved numerous players in
discussions over the effects of climate change on the Prairies, where
"it's imperative to take complexity
seriously," he says.
Over.seas. that approach is also
needed in assessing the environmental impact of Nile perch introduced
with disastrow effects in Lake Victoria in East Africa or in ensuring that
social and environmental issues are
considered in attempts to tadde the
HIV-AIDS epidemic. says Fuller. "It
becomes a development issue, not
just a medical issue."
This rural developme~t conference in Guelph will culminate tw"o
years' worth ofdiscussions and study
under a project headed by Fuller
called
"Building
Institutional
Capacity."
That project, funded jointly by
the University and CIDA, is in-

tended ro supporr ru.rJ.J dc:vclop-

ment research and policy discussions
involving policy-makers and development agencies.
''CIDA came to Guelph with the
project because of our proven leadership in international development
and Canadian rural development,"
he says. "This is one of the great
strengths of Guelph. This will give
the University more exposure in international development."
Fuller hopes the conference will
foster new links between environmental and social agencies. They're
the kinds of connections he says are
needed to cope with, or even anticipate, the effects ofan epidemic or environmental disaster, from HNAIDS in Africa to a tsunami in
Southeast Asia. "You have to mesh
the ecological side with the human
side," he says.
This conference is sponsored by
the Office of Research and SEDRD.
For more information, visit www.
sleshconference2006.com or contact
conference organizer Mary Rankin
at mrankin@uoguelph.ca or Fuller at
tfuller@uoguelph.ca.

Human Rights Policy Focus of Town Hall Session

M

EMBERS OF THE University
community are invited to
share their perceptions of and
experiences
related
to
the
effectiveness of the University's
human rights policy at a town hall
session April l 0 from noon to 1 p.m.
in Room 103 of the University
Centre.
Hosted by the Human Rights and
Equity Office (HREO), the session

SOLOMON TO BE RECOGNIZED
Prof. Keith Solomon, Environmental Biology, is this year's winner of
the Environmental Education
Award presented by SETAC (Society of Environmental Toxicology
and Chemistry) Europe. The award
recognizes outstanding contributions to the dissemination of
knowledge about eavironmenta1
sciences and will be presented next
month at the 16th Annual SETAC
Burope Conference in The Hague.

will be led by Geri Sanson, a partner
at Sanson & Hart, Barristers and Solicitors, who has been retained to
conduct a policy review of U of G's
human rights policy and procedures,
which were approved by Board of
Governors in 2002.
As part of the approval process,
the University agreed to improve the
operation of the policy and procedures through a review once every
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three years.
Sanson is conducting the review
this month, primarily through a series ofconsultations with U ofG employees and students.
Following the consultations and
analysis, she will prepare a report for
the HREO director that will include
recommendations for any possible
changes to the policy andJor procedures.

HISTORY PROFS GIVE
INTERNATIONAL TALKS
Several members of the Department
of History have r<.>cently given talks
at international conferences. Prof.
Susan Nance presented ''On the
Politics of Cultural DlJTerence: Performances of 'Authentic' Identity
by Midd\c £as\cm and i\mcri.can
Vaudeville Magidans, 1900- 1940"
at the America in the Middle
Eastffbe Middle East in America
conference hosted by the Center for
American Studies and Research at
the American Uajversity of Beirut,
Lebanon. Pro( Karen aacine organized and chaired a session on
"Armies and Identities in SpanishAmerican lndependence" at the
American Historical Association/
Conference of Latin American Historians in Philadelphia. Prof.
Norman Smith discussed ''Triangulating a Colonial Career: Mei Niang
in Beijing, Japan and Manchukuo"
at the southeast conference of the
Association for Asian StudJ~ in
Adan ta.

KUDOS FOR GRYPHONS
More than 600 U of G athletes and
coaches turned out for the annual
Intercollegiate Athletics Awards
Night March 31. Laura MouJton, a
cross-country and track Gryphon,
was named Female Athlete of the
Year. MaleAthlele oftbe Year honours went to hockey Gryphon J~e
Pyatt. For a list ofall the award winners, visit www.gryphons.ca/statid
var_banquet06.htm.
POSTERS CAPTURE TOP PlllZES
U ofG students captured all the top
prizes at the student poster competilion htld at the 2006 Ontario Fruit
and Vegetable Conference. Firstand second-place winners were
both from the Department of Plant
Agriculture - Dan Maclean and
Cheryl Trueman. Third place went
to Mona Moincddin, EnvironmentaJ Biology.

foe us

Leading-Edge
Research Gets
Nearly $800,000
in CFI Support

On the Research Ball
BY REBECCA KENDALL

U

among the
most
resea.rch-intensive
universities in Canada, and Dave
Reinhart, director of research
accounts
and
infrastructure
OF G IS RANKED

programs in the Office of Research,
is one of the people who has helped

Projects include OVC study that will foster i,;ollaboration

make that happen.
Reinhart spends his days working with researchers and sponsors to
help garner millions of dollars in financial support for the University
each year and to make swe the
awards are being spent in compliance with the intentions set out by
the sponsors funding them.

between veterinary and human health-care institutions

S

BY REBECCA KENDALL

This year alone, he'll manage well

over 1,000 project accounts, with
funding sources including the Canada Foundation for Innovation, the
Canada Research Chairs, the Ontario Early Researcher Award,
Tri-Council and a variety of
industry partners.
"These awards allow us to push
the boundaries of research and attract new researchers to U of G," he
says.
Reinhart steps into the pictwe to
work with the researchers in the
post-award phase to make sure their
original proposal is still on course.
He's responsible for signing off and
giving final approval of each account, and credits his team of six
staff for their expertise in financial
administration, infrastructure proDa"e Re\nhart, d\rector of research accounts and infrastructure
grams and the protection of
programs fn the Office of Research, likes to keep things balanced,
intellectua1 property.
literally. Here he sits on the exercise ball he uses as an office chair.
''They really are my front line
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE
and do an amazing job of managing
be frustrating because the paperan exceptional amount of work."
as treaswy manager. He moved to
work needs to match every single
He's also responsible for the fithe Office of Research as manager of
dollar spent, but we have to work
nancial accountability of University
infrastructure programs in 2001 and
research projects and for ensuring into his current position three years through it," he says.
Educating researchers. about the
that research awards are in accordlater.
different kinds of awards available
ance with U of G and sponsor poliEver-increasing accountability in
and which ones are eligible for
cies and procedwes.
terms of docwnenting research dolmatching or in-kind funds is an"I'm a gatekeeper and risk manlars is a reality, says Reinhart, adding
other important element of his
ager in a sense becawe I don't want
that although researchers are rework.
to jeopardize our relationship bequired to do far more paperwork
Reinhart says the most satisfying
tween the sponsor and the instituthan ever before, he works to make
part of his job is navigating the systion," he says. "We have to balance
that process easier for those who
tem
with researchers and finding soboth sides."
may be developing their first infralutions so they can proceed with
Reinhart studied business at
structure proposal or those who
their projects.
Wilfrid Laurier University and was a
have had lengthy research careers
"We want everyone who's eligitax consultant for Ernst and Young
but haven't had much involvement
ble to apply for these awards, and we
before becoming an accountant for a
in
the
administrative
work
want to share our knowledge to
property management company. He
surrounding their awards.
nlike the proceSs more managejoined U of G in 2000, initially tib-ed
"It can be a challenge, and it can
able."
by Alwnni Affairs and Development

U OF G researchers
working on
leading-edge
projects ranging from a comparative
epilepsy program to the study of
body composition and energy
metabolism received a total of
nearly $800,000 in support last week
from the Canada Foundation for
Innovation (CFI) and its new
Leaders Opportunities Fund (LOF)
program. Guelph was among 35
universities awarded a total o f $23.6
million to support new research.
"These awards demonstrate not
only the breadth of research and
scholarship at the University of
Guelph but also the high quality of
the applicants who are helping to
shape the University's future impacts on society," says Prof. Alan
Wildeman,
vice-president
(research). "We are again grateful to
the CFI for its support."
Among the award recipients is
Prof. Roberto Poma, Clinical Studies, who received $80,836 to develop
a program that will compare canine
and human epilepsy.
''The disease is very similar in
both species," says Poma. "This research will foster innovative collaboration between veterinary and
h uman health-care institutions focusing on similarities of the disease
and target important aspects of the
disorder, including physiology,
diagnosis and treatinent."
Prof. Andrea Buchholz, Family
Relations and Applied Nutrition, received $159,594 to establish a human body composition and energy
metabolism laboratory, which will
be the only facility in Ontario capable of measuring fat mass and
fat- free m ass and energy expenditure in a "one-stop shopping"
fashion.
"The lab will also have the capability of doing diet analysis and takEVEN

ing,
processing
and
storing
biological samples for analysis of
metabolic risk factors,"
says

Buchholz. "This facility will allow
me to evaluate the effects of exercise,
diet and supplement interventions
designed to modify body fat, muscle
mass and bone mineral mass. This,
in turn, can help reduce the risk of
chronic disease and improve human
health and performance."
U ofG's other LOF recipients are:
Prof. Carol Armstrong, Biomedical SGiences, $124,907 to study the
development of pattern forma·
tion in the cerebellum, the pan of
the brain responsible for motor
co-ordination;
Prof. John Armstrong, Biomedical Sciences, $124,773 to explore
presynaptic mechanisms that
control h ow neurotransmitters in
the brain are released;
Prof. Stefano Gregori, Engineering, $135,004 for a lab to develop
new analog integrated circuits and
m.icrosystems;
Prof. Helen Hambly, Environmental Design and Rura1 Development, $44,013 for multimedia
information and communication
research for rural development;

and
Prof. Jaideep Mathur, Plant Agriculture, $124,385 for a laser scanning microscope for live imaging
of subcellular responses to envirorunental stimuli.

The LOF builds on the New Op-

portunities Fund, the Canada Research Chairs Infrastructure Fund
and the Career Awards Fund, and
was created to reOect Canada's
fast-evolving research environment
and to give Canadian universities the
added flexibility they need to attract
and retain the very best of today's
and tomorrow's researchers at a
time of intense international
competition for leading faculty.

New Organic Dairy Centre to Open at Alfred
Agricultural Adaptation Counci~ Dairy Farmers of Ontario, OMAFRA support initiative

A

that will bring
together resowces and expertise to provide ongoing research into
the science of organic dairy production will open at College d' Alfred.
The announcement was made
April 3 by U of G and the Agricultural Adaptation Council (AAC).
The Centre for Organic Dairy Research is being supported by a
$600,000 allocation from the AAC
through Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada. AAC is a non-profit coaliNEW CENTRE

lion of 66 Ontario agricultural,
agri-food and rural organizations.
Additional support was provided by
Dairy Farmers of Ontario and the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture,
Food and Rwal Affairs.
"This is great news for Coll~ge
d' Alfred," says Prof. Alan Wildeman,
vice-president (research). "This will
establish Alfred as an important research node within Ontario and will
provide the province with a focwed
effort in organic agricultural pro-

duction. W e are grateful to the AAC
for its support."
The centre will include a certified
organic dairy herd and associated research facilities, and will operate on a
cost- recovery basis funded by milk
sales. It will also be a conduit for information and technology generated
by research at other institutions in
North America and Eu rope, and will
operate in both English and French.
Research conducted at the facility
wiU be coupled with outreach efforts
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designed to facilitate the transfer of
the knowledge and technology to the
dairy industry, both organic and
conventional.
"Dairy farming is one sector
where high demand is creating signifi.cant opportunities for growth,"
says Marcel Couture, College
d'Alfred's acting director. "It requires support in the form of scientifically grounded research and
technology, which we will be able to
provide through this new centre."

Consumer demand for organically produced food is growing by 15
to 20 per cent a year in Canada. But
the Canadian supply is unable to
meet the demand, so about 85 per
cent of the organic food sold here is
currently imported.
The Centre for Organic Dairy
Researcl1 will be overseen by an executive director and an advisory committee made up of representatives of
the dairy industry, farmers, processors and producer organizations.

Adopt-A-Gryphon Program Takes Flight
Fundraising initiative garners more than $137,000 to date to support U of G's varsity teams
BY REBECCA KENDALL

M

ANY PEOPLE have invited a
well-known winged creature
with an eagle head and lion body into
their lives over the past year through
a new funding program that aims to
help U of G student-athletes achieve
excellence in their sport.
Since May 2005, Guelph students, staff, faculty and alumni, as
well as community members and
friends and family of Gryphon student-athletes, have been raising the
profile of U of. G's varsity sports
teams through donations to the new
Adopt-A-Gryphon program.
The program was initiated by director of athletics Tom Kendall and
executed by Sue Lawrenson, then
manager of student advancement in
Alumni Affairs and Development
(she is currently acting director of
alumni affairs), who took the Gryphon football program's fund.raising
model and revised and expanded it
to provide an opportunity for all
teams to generate additional funding
for varsity student-athletes.
"Gryphon alumni have great passion for the University and their former teams," says Joanne Shoveller,
vice-president (alumni affairs and
development). "The Adopt-A-Grypbon program provides a perfect vehicle to transfonn their moral
support into an active contribution.
Many alumni actually thanked Sue
for the opportunity thiS"gave them to
support athletics in a meaningful,
tangible way."
Kendall says it's important for
universities to pursue excellence,
whether through academics, research or athletics.
"Universities are places where excellence is within everyone's reach,
and high-perfonnance training and
elite competition are crucial if that is
to be achieved," he says. "Ow goal is
to give ow ath1etes the best possible
experiences and opportunities that
will help them reach their potential.
An investment in ow athletes repre-

These Gryphon athletes are just a few of the many who are benefiting from
invest in the future of Guelph athletics.
sents an investment in the future of
our young people, and you can't
place a dollar value on all this
program has to offer."
In its first year, the Adopt-A-Gryphon program, which directs 100 per
cent of its donations into varsity
teams, has generated more than
$137,000. The money is used for
things that aren't covered by the Department of Athletics' operating
budget, including expenses incurred
through exhibition tournaments
and out-of-conference competitions, spedalized equipment and
training aids, and additional training
opportunities for student-athletes.
"It's a program that's offered at
most institutions in the country,"
says Kendall. "When I was hired, I
thought it would be a good way to
generate funds. Anyone who wants
to support an athlete or a team can
Adopt-A-Gryphon . Donors receive a
tax receipt for their donation, but
more important, they have the
satisfaction of knowing they've
helped an athlete succeed."
The Gryphon track-and-field
program has been using its sponsorship dollars to support its training

camp in Florida and subsidize travel
to out-of-conference competitions,
says coach Dave Scott-Thomas.
"Increased support enhances the
collegiate experience for athletes and
is a great piece of the educational
puzzle," he says. adding that funding
affects current and future student-athletes alike. "This funding
begins to bring us to a level of support equivalent to the better-funded
teams in Canadian lnteruniversity
Sport To attract stronger talent, you
have to show reasons why they'd
benefit from coming to Guelph."
The women's field hockey team is
able to make its first trip abroad this
month as a result of campaign proceeds. To date, team members have
raised more than $14,000 and will
travel to England April 25 to May 5
to compete against some of the top
teams in that country.
«To continue to strive for this
success, we mwt find resources to
provide additional support for
things that would otherwise be unaffo rdable,'' says field hockey head
coach Michelle Turley, referring to
her team's stellar 2005/2006 season,
when it earned a first-ever Ontario

and cultural exchanges, the program
is a fresh way to engage former
Guelph students and Grypbon athletes with their alma mater and connect the players with donors, he says.
"The program has allowed Gryphon athletics to enhance its presence and exposure in the community
and has also brought alumni back
into the fold," says Wight, who used
funds raised by his team this year to
buy equipment and pay for expenses
incurred for out-of-conference play.
Another major benefit that extends
beyond the travel and equipment
support is the opportunity athletes
have to promote their sport, connect
with others and build their confidence and interpersonal skills
through networking, be says.
Cynthia McQueen, who played
a new program that allows donors to
soccer for the Gryphons from 1995
PHOTO BY REBECCA KENOALL
to 1997, and her hwband, Ian, are
University Athletics silver medal and two of the many alumni who have
a fourth-place finish at the national supported the Adopt-A-Gryphon
championships.
program in its first year.
'We're looking forward to repre"Our time at Guelph was made all
senting Guelph in England as ath- the more valuable because of the
letes and ambassadors and wing this sports we played," says Cynthia, notopportunity not only to experience ing that the demands of a full course
international play but also to learn load and playing a varsity sport
about the culture and history of the helped her learn about time managetowns we'll visit," Turley says.
ment and understand the power of
Cultural experiences are also on teamwork and the importance of
the mind of Kendall, who says that, discipline.
in addition to the trip planned by
"Our academics combined with
Turley, the women's ice hockey team ow ;tthletics put us in a very good
and head c.oac.h Chuck Wight wen pos\ti.on to suc:.c.eed when we \eh.
able to travel to Sweden last year wich Guelph. We were fortunate to have
the same goals in mind.
that opportunity, and we support the
"A trip to Europe isn't just a trip teams now to give other students the
to Europe to play hockey,n says opponunity we had."
Kendall. "It's an opportunity to
Ian, who played football from
build friendships and international 1995 to 1997, says he's still as comunderstanding. and that's an impor- petitive now as be was as a stutant part of education."
dent-athlete and contributes to the
He notes that the ice hockey Adopt-A-Gryphon program becawe
team 's trip resulted in a Swedish be wants to see U of G do well.
team coming to Guelph for an ex"1 didn't like to lose back then,
change this year.
and now that we're in the stands, we
Wight credits the Adopt-A-Gry- still want Guelph to win."
phon program with taking his team's
For more information about the
fundraising efforts to a new level. In Adopt-A-Gryphon program, visit
addition to facilitating competition www. grypbons.ca.

Co-op Student, Employer of the Year Honoured
Work-term placements with National Research Council result in patent application, journal publication
BY REBECCA KENDALL

D

Marc
Lamoureux has been learning about
science in a way that's resulted in a patent
application and his work being published in
the Canadian Journal of Chemistry. The patent,
which lists him as co-inventor, is related to a
chemical structure that will be useful in
identifying and targeting an organism that is a
major cause of bacterial food poisoning.
In addition, Lamoureux was acknowledged
for technical assistance in articles published in
Molecular Microbiology, PEBS Journal and
Journal of Bacteriology, and he co-authored research posters that were presented in Ottawa
and Awtralia.
Not bad fora U ofG student who hadn't yet
completed his undergraduate degree.
Lamoureux spent four co-op work tcnns at
the National Research Council (NRC) of CanURING THE PAST THREE YEARS,

ada's Institute for Biological Sciences and was
honoured in March with U of G's Co-op Student of the Year Award. He graduated in
February.
"It's been an invaluable learning experience
and helped me tremendowly on an academic
level," he says. "My experience at NRC has
given me such an academic advantage over the
years and proved to be especially helpful in my
last semester."
He is currently working at NRC with his
former supeIVisor and getting ready to start
graduate work in medical physics in the fall. Although he has yet to decide which school to attend, he is armed with a Natural Sciences and
Engineering Research Council Graduate
Scholarship vaJued at $17,500. ln addition to
bis co-op award from Guelph, he received an
honourable mention in the national co-op
student of the year competition.
"My work terms at NRC enhanced my re-
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search skills and knowledge dramatically because they involved a broad range of subjects,
including physics, animal science, structural
biology and genetics," says Lamoureux. " In addition, my co-op experience has built up my
confidence not only as a scientist but also as a
public speaker and a team member."
The Co-op Employer of the Year Award was
presented to Jeanne Bank on behalf of the Canadian Standards Association (CSA) ~ a
not-for-profit membership-based association
serving business, industry, government and
consumers in Canada and around the world.
Over the past seven years, the CSA bas employed a total of 23 co-op students from
Guelph's marketing and consumer studies,
family and social relations, psychology and
gerontology programs.
Jaime-Lee Brown, a student nominator of
the CSA and a graduate of Guelph's psychology
co-op program, completed a work term with
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the CSA, where she gained a solid base of
knowledge and experience in consumer policy
and standards development.
"My term at the CSA was a wonderful
learning experience," says Brown. She attributes the success of her placement to Bank, her
CSA supervisor, "who was always mindful that
tasks and projects assigned to me were in line
with my learning goals."
Previow recipients of the award are
Uniroyal Chemical Ltd., Syhase Inc., McNeil
Consumer Healthcare and the Toronto office
ofAcres & Associated Environmental Limited.
Also honoured at the awards presentation
were Melissa Koschmider (Co-op Student lnvolvement Award). Adam Crossley (Kenneth
James Berg Memorial Scholarship), Kate
Oostrom (Guelph Trillium Rotary Award for
Work-Term Excellence) and Lukas Beaton
(CIBC Co-op Work Report Excellence
Award).

Guelph Scientists Set to Help Tackle Obesity
Ottawa announces new funding fo r research network to help fight growing epidemic that threatens the health of millions of Canadians

G

BY ANDREW VOWLES
UELPH RESEARCH ERS

will play

a key role in a new national
group intended to help fight a
growing epidemic in obesity that
threatens the health of millions of
Canadians.
The Canadian Obesity Network
(CON), one of five new federal Networks of Centres of Excellence, will
include about 12 scientists from the
departments of Human Health and
Nutritional Sciences (HHNS), Food
Science, and Family Relations and
Applied Nutrition, says Prof. Terry
Graham, HHNS chair.
Funding fo r the new network

network and kick off m ajor research
programs involving scientists at 2 1
universities, more than 10 international institutes in North America
and Europe, 15 non-profit organizations and 20 industry partners.
"The Can ad ian Obesity Network
will provide an urgently needed response to this growing epidemic affecting 18 million obese and
overweight Canadians and costing
the Canadian health-care system in
excess of $4.3 billion annually," says
McMaster University researcher
Arya Sharma, scientific director of
the CON.
Guelph will play a "dominant

role" in the network through studies
of nutrition , m etabolism and obesity
interactions, says Graham . "We
bring a really multidisciplinary team
to th e table."
HHNS professor Arend Bonen ,
Canada Research Chair in Metabolism and Health, will lead a network
team focusing on the role of fat and
muscle in obesity. His own studies
suggest that hormones and m etabolic signals in these tissues in people
with excess body weight lead to cardiovascular disease and diabetes .
CON m embers fro m three U ofG
colleges will also draw on longstanding connections with local and

campus organizations, from the
Gu elph Food Technology Centre
and the Human Nutraceutical Research Unit to the Ontario Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, and Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada.
"The biggest Guelph contribution is that we have recognized and
encouraged interactions among agriculture, food and human health,"
says Graham . "No other university
around is better positioned in all
three. "
Far fro m "curing" obesity, he
says, the new network will propose
ways to reduce the problem, includ-

ing health promotion in schools,
public dissemination of research results, developm ent o f innovative
foods and pharmaceuticals, and
ideas for the fo od industry to investigate more healthful products.
He also expects CON researchers
will explore the emerging field o f
nutrigeno mics, or understanding
how nutrients interact with individual consumers' genes and m etabolism. Researchers will probably learn
m ore about how human evolution
has m ade people obesity-prone by
selecting fo r genes th at enabled our
less sedentary ancestors to store energy more efficiently, he says.

worth $800,000 over two years was

announced late last month by the
fede ral government. The group will
bring together researchers, health
professionals, industry and policym akers to study, prevent and reduce

the heal th and economic consequences of excess body weigh t.
"More than half of th e Canadian
population is classifi ed as oven 'leight
or obese," says Graham, referring to
statistics that show excess body
weight affects an estimated 18 million Canadians.
"What people often lose sight of
is that obesity is ofte n associated
with many oth er diseases. There are
about two million Canadians with
type 2 diabetes. Not only are those
numbers increasing, but al.so the age
ar which people are developing che
disease is decreasing."
People with type 2 diabetes are at
greater risk of developing cardiovascular disease and eye and kidney
damage. Obesity also increases the
risk of developing severaJ kinds of
cancer, adds Graham .
The initial fundin g, announced
March 27, will help establish the new

U of G, Royal Botanical Gardens
Sign Memo of Understanding
Partnership to enhance research opportunities, information exchange

A

BY REBECCA KENDALL

b etween
the University of Guelph and
Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG)
m eans new research opportunities
and an enhanced exchange of
information between the two. A
m em orandum of understanding
establishing a research partnership
was signed March 29 in Hamilton by
president Alastair Summerlee and
Mark Runciman, acting executive
director of RBG.
"The University and RBG both
have a wealth of knowledge in the
fields of horticulture and biodiversity and offe r programming and education that is complementary," says
NEW

RELATIO NSHI P

Summerlee. "This agreem ent will allow us to explore our vision fo r a collaborative partnership that will m ake
optimal use of the strengths of each
institution ."
Issues to be explored under the
partnership include the possibility of
collaborative research and promotion of the importance of h orticulture and pJants in fostering heaJthy
urban environments, protection and
rehabilitation of natural areas, academic opportunities fo r students
and developing new sites fo r plant
trials and testing.
"RBG already enjoys strong contacts with many Guelph fac ulty, and
there's a lot o f interest here in pro-

ductive research partnerships," says
Runciman . "This agreem ent will en courage us to work together at all
levels on new projects that will benefit the people of Ontario and will
help us preseive and celebrate our
cultural and n atural heritage. "
He notes that 11 RGB staff m emb ers, many of its volunteers and its
cfueaor em eritus, Leslie Laking, are
all Guelph alumni
Over the past five decades, RBG
has become a centre of excellence in
both horticulture and m anagem ent
of natural areas. Its nature sanctuaries contain many important h abitats
and one of the m ost significant and
best-studied regional fl oras in On -

tario. A herbarium houses som e
80,000 specimens of wild plants and
horticultural varieties and supports
the institution's research activities
and educational programs. The five
m ajor garden areas indude domestic
and international collections of
cultivated plants.
RBG's library and archives have
provided re'.search support to staff
and visiting researchers and contain
many rare and precious documents,
including historical collections of
seed trade catalogues, information
related to the gardening and horticulture industry and the papers of
several renowned horticulturists and
botanists.

Teaching, Research Focus of Campus Round Table

U

BY LORJ BONA HUNT
OF G and Human Resources

and Social
Development
Canada (HRSD) are hosting a firstever round table on the challenges
and opportunities posed by the dual
mandate of teaching and research.
The "Research, Teaching and
Leaming in Post-secondary Education in Canada" policy round table
will include some 35 selected participants representing the country's

higher-education institutions, federaJ granting and fun ding councils,
government agencies and other
stakeholders.
The special event is being
co-hosted by president Alastair
Summe rlee and HRSD's deputy
minister, Alan Nymark, and will include a keynote speaker and
small-group discussions April 18
and round tables April 19. It is open
only to invited guests.
Discussions will centre on the
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current policy environm ent around
research, teaching and learning.
"Universities and their fa culty are
expected to m ake a substantial contribution to the betterment of society, both in terms of quality of life
and econom ic outcom es, through
the creation of knowledge and education of students," says Nyrnark.
Often, however, there's an imbalance between research and teaching,
fue lled in part by the decline in government support in fundin g for

Preparing

Tomorrow's

o·

The goal of the round table is to
generate recommendations that will
help shape strategic policy thinking
and address the government's goal of
increased policy co-ordination and
coherence
in
post-secondary
education .
"This gathering is a rare and im-
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teaching alongside much-needed increases in money fo r research, he
says.
"As a result, m any colleges and
universities have struggled with the
dual mandate, and fac ulty have
struggled with the paradox of being
hired to teach but rewarded to do
research."
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portant opportunity fo r the University of Guelph and all of Canada's
institution s of higher education,"
says Summerlee. "It will bring together leading experts and stakeh olders for two days of frank and
open discussions, with a focus on
creating a p ost-secondary system in
which research, teaching and
learning can all flourish."
The views and information
shared at the round table will also be
presented and discussed at the Canadian Summit on the Integration of
Research, Teaching and Learning to
be held at the University of Alberta
in May.

The Nature of Things
"I am blessed with one of the richest lives of anyone I know"

W

BY REBECCA KENDALL
HEN PROF. Karen

Houle, Philosophy,
first set foot on the
U of G campus 20
years ago, she had her sights set on
going into m edicine. Nearing the
end of her fourth year as a biology
and chemistry student, she realized
her mind was fill ed with questions
that had little to do with the periodic
or
understanding
the
table
behaviour of molecules. Instead she
pondered issues related to the ethics
of science and the politics of
research funding.
"Rather than analyzing the data
or cleaning the pipettes, I'd be asking: 'How do dogs feel?' or 'How do
we know what animals think?' Philosophy suits my brain because it
takes things apart and makes connections between things. There's a
natural fit between the way m y mind
bounces around and the kinds of
questions I have."
At the same time her focus of study was shifting, her personal life was changing as well. In the summer of 1988, with one
credit left to complete her B.Sc., Houle headed off to the wilderness to plant trees, something she'd been doing for a number of years. This year was different, however, becawe as she
gave life to row upon row of saplings, she was also in the midst
of giving life to two children - her twin daughters Cezanne
and Kuusta - who would arrive the following January.
" I never questioned this or asked myseJfhow I was going to
balance graduate work with caring for these babies," says
Houle. "I told m yself I just had to make it work. l cared about
having a job like the one I have now in the end, and quitting
simply wasn't an option."
She admits it wasn't easy juggling classes, research, teaching
and motherhood as she pursued an MA and then a PhD in philosophy. She received her master's in 1992, winning the Governor General's Gold Medal for outstanding academic
achievement, and her PhD nine years later. "It took m e twice as
long as everyone else, but it was all worth it in the end."
Money was tight when the babies arrived, so Houle continued to be drawn nonh each summer for the lucrative wages the
tree-planting camp provided. The infants spent their first summ er with their parents at a camp two hours north ofChapleau,
Ont
"People worried about what we were doing, but we tried to
think of everything that could go wrong and everything we'd
need ahead of time," says Houle. Their preparations included
making a custom-designed mosquito net for the babies' sleeping area to protect them from bugs.
"It was beautiful because we were outside, and I'd walk with
one strapped to my front and one on my back and I'd do the
camp dishes and spend time with my friends, who were all very
supportive and helpful."
For the next 13 years, Houle spent September to April
studying and teaching at U of G and each summer travelling
north and west with her young family. After several years of
washing dishes and planting trees, she and the girls' father,
Gordon, became cooks for the entire camp.
"The money was great, and it allowed me to support our
modest lifestyle while I was a student and not be away from my
children. Now I'm great at making huge vats of just about anything. I'm the only academic I know who can cook for 80 peo-
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ple in the middle of a forest on generator power."
She was also happy to get away from the pressures of academic and city life each summer and to immerse her family in
nature.
Although students are generally advised not to do all their
degrees at o ne university, Houle says spreading out her education wasn't a realistic option for her.
"I became a single parent when the girls were five , and it
would have been much more expensive and isolating 'to movt!'
som ewh ere else to study," she says, noting that Guelph could
guarantee two important things - continual research funding
and excellent subsidized on-campus day care.
"The day-care workers are really the ones who got me
through graduate school," she says.
After completing her PhD, a move was finally in the cards
for H oule and her daughters when she accepted a post-doctoral
teaching position at New Brunswick's Mount Allison University in 2000. From there, she was hired as an assistant professor
at the University of Alberta, where she taught for two years. She
joined the faculty of U of G last year, glad to be back with her
daughters, who had decided to live with their dad in Guelph
while their mom worked out west.
"It was jwt too hard to be away from them . I was coming to
Guelph as often as I could, but my b ean said it wasn't enough. "
Although Houle hasn't been tree-planting for a few years
now, she stays connected to the great outdoors by surrounding
herself with greenery and plants in both her home and office.
At the office, she says it's a nice way to bring nature into the indoor space she spends so much time in. At home, she maintains
an organic garden that supplies her from June to October with
all the produce she could ask for.
"I don't see the sense in buying things you can grow yourself," she says. "If you've got a yard, you can grow things to eat.
We eat fresh fruits and vegetables that grow in my garden and
put the effort into canning and preserving them for the colder
months. Fve been doing this for the past IO years."
As an academic, Houle has research interests that vary from
the political to the personal and include environmental health,
property law, intellectual property and reproductive technolo gies. She's currently working on a book about abortion .
"I'm not shy to say this book is personal," says Houle, who is
using the framework of AJgerian-bom French literary critic

and philosopher Jacques Derrida's
work on responsible mourning and
what it means to be responsive in
bearing witness to a death.
"It will speak to the experience of
abortion, but also to giving a child
up for adoption, miscarriage and the
choice not to have children," she
says. "There's a whole nexus around
the choices you make to not be in a
relationship with a child. rm going
to take the plunge and Pm going to
make the statement that there's
something for all of us, not just
women, to learn about loss and being ethical in grieving."
rn addition to her scholarly writing, Houle is finishing a second
book of poetry that will soon be
published by House of Anansi Press.
It follows the 2000 release of Ballast,
a 96-page book of poems that illustrates her views and perceptions of
the world. Drawing from a diverse
range of subjects, the work is bound
by her commitment to the natural
world and the experiences and relationships that are created
within it. The book was nominated for the Gerald R. Lampert
Award for Best First Book of Poetry by the Canadian League of
Poets.
The sense of commitment to relationships and lbe environment conveyed in Hou.le's poetry translates into her teaching as
well.
":I wouldffnay l 'tn a mtmbcr ofany particular group. but
I'm most definitely political," she says. "I think we have to
make a concerted and consciow effort to change, and 1 support
individuals in their variow struggles, espec;ially on beball of the
vulnerable. Because of this, I'm inclined to teach about concrete and immediate political issues in my classes: race and reparations, reproductive rights under siege, the looming water
crisis1 etc."
This semester, she led U of G's first-eve r course exploring
the ethical and political nature of disaster-making and disaster
response. It looked at conceptual, political and public responses to tragedies. This included so-called natural tragedies
like hurricane Katrina and cultural crises such as the depiction
of Islam in the West and the treatment of persons of aboriginal
descent by the law. [t also included more localized udisasters"
like political apathy, abuse of women and biodiversity loss. It
engaged students in dialogue surrounding what issues gain
prominence out of disaster, which disasters get coverage and
how thef re covered.
The course included a one-day World Cafe event in March,
which brought together students and community members in
a sustained conversation about the meanings and effects of crisis to them and on them.
"Every single life insofar as it can should be sustainable spiritually in deep fri endships and in encountering and making
creativity and beauty, and environmentally in living as modestly as possible among and with other forms of life," says
Houle. "I can't imagine not integrating this basic personal belief into whac I teach and bow I try to live.
"Getting involved in the world and the issues that affect it
enriches your life. It also makes it impossible to focw on just
one thing or one idea or to get things done as quickly as other
people do, but because of this, I am blessed with one of the richest lives of anyone I know. "

cc::>:::> LP I

PANSIES . VIOLAS . PRIMULAS . EARLY BLOOMING PERENNIALS . GRASS SEED . FERTILIZER . SOILS . MULCHES ...
V is it us now for a ff your 9artfen1119 needS. 'Visrl our we6nte for liou1's & tfirect rons!

1858 Gordon Street. Guelph, Ontario. N 1L 1G6 519.836.5010 www.brockroadnursery.com

'-~ HOT<.liH~~f~h
rfl@menc~9 Pi
1
11~;:1~~;~::>.~:i

AT GUELPH

~ris1e~ " ~pa~i~

7

APRJL 5, 2006

pansies

~---:-

SYMPATHY AND SUPPORT APPRECIATED

NATALIE GIESBRECHT

I wish to express my sincere appreciation on behalf of myself and my family for the heartwarming support and compassion of our many friends
and colleagues at the University during the long and trying illness of my
wife, Christine. The expression of sympathy and good wishes associated
with her funeral - and the contributions to her favourite charities makes me proud to be a part of the society on which this institution is
built. Thank you so much .
University professor emeritus Derek Bewley

Disrance education production manager, U of G staff
memba- siriu 2002

KEEP ANNIE IN YOUR HEARTS LIKE WE DO
To the people of the University of Guelph: it is the people who make an
institution. Our grief at losing our daughter and sister, Annie, seems at
times so unbearable that we cannot speak. Letters, cards and the beautiful
memorial service in her honour have helped. We will not name specific
people because we know, like Annie, you did not say and write the things
you did for recognition or thanks but because you felt it.
To the young adults who hugged us and shared their experiences with
Annie while she was a student at Gudph, we wish for you every good in
life. Keep Annie in your hearts like we do, and all of us will be better people because of her.
George, Marlene, Mihali and Bob Beland.is

End-of-Semester
Program to Help
Students Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle

S

ahead to
their end-of-semester moveout have a new option when it
comes to disposing of unwanted
items. Dump and Run 2006 is a
program that aims to divert reusable
items from the landfill and reduc.e
TUDENTS LOOKING

the incidence of missorted waste
and abandoned bulky items when
students are moving after exams.
Students can drop off reusable
items at the Central Student Association office until April 24. A "stuff
swap" will be set up in the University
Ccncu courtyard until April 14 for
members of the U of G community
to leave what they don't need and
take what they do. Items arriving between April 14 and 24 will be donated to local charities.
Off-campus students can also
sign up for a large-item collection
program that will enable them to
have items such as couches, beds
and appliances carted away free of
charge between April I 0 and 24. Students can register in the UC courtyard or by e-mail at dumprun@
uoguelph.ca. To encourage offcampus students to sort their waste
properly, the City of Guelph is supplying free blue and green bags.
For more information, contact
neighbourhood relations co-ordinator Kathryn Hofer at E.xt. 56276
or khofer@uoguelpb.ca.

Little Readers Are Future Leaders

The road of learning to leading starts at Little Readers
Academy. Oxford Learning offers special £unfilled
educational programs for Preschoolers. Age 3-6 years.
Morning and noon sessions available.

Oxford Learning
511 Edinburgh Road S. , Guelph
519-826-5365
www.oxfordlearning.com

(Emlli1J

Campus Hardware Limited
1027 Gordon Street
Guelph, Ontario N1G 4X1
Tel. (519) 836-3721
Fax (519) 836-5664

Helen Maciag

A recent apartment flood put the
ball in motion for Natalie
Giesbrecht and her husband,
Peti.r, to move. " It was likely time
for us to take the step into a bigger
place, but the flood was a definite
sign for us to get going," she says.
"We're really excited about it,
though."
Natalie
As a res ult, much of Giesbrecht
Giesbrecht's spare time will be devoted to packing and unpacking boxes and creating a
much-wanted studio space in the couple's new pad that
will be used for graphic design and other artistic
endeavours, including scrapbooking and photography.
"lfwe had more space, we'd have a dark.room down
there as well," she says.
Giesbrecht is approaching her first wedding anniversary and is looking forward to organizing and designing
pages to scrapbook and archive her wedding day.
"We were married in the Caribbean, and it was such a
beautiful time with our friends and family."
She's also looking forward to shooting more photos
on day trips this summer. Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Tobermory and downtown Toronto are a few of the
spots on her agenda. She's especially looking forward to
Toronto's Caribana Festival.
"I went last year for the first time, and the culture and
costumes were amazing and the food smelled so great.
There are so many fabulous images to capture there."

DARREN WOOD
Faculty member in rhe Department of Pathobiology since
2002

One of Prof. Darren Wood's
favourite things to do is watch
NASCAR racing. "My family is all
really into it," he says.
His wife, ChanteUe, grew up
with stock car racing in Prince Edward Island as the daughter of a
driver, and Wood says he got interested in racing when they Darren Wood
started dating.
Their sons Gavin, 6, and Elijah, 4, have their rooms
decorated on a NASCAR theme and know every driver,
their car numbers and their sponsors, says Wood.

T

One-year-old Mitchell is soon to catch up.
There's a divide in the family when it comes to racing,
however. "We're split in terms of our favourite driver,"
says Wood. "Elijah and I Jove Jeff Gordon, and my wife
and Gavin root for Dale Earnhardt Jr. We're waiting on
Mitchell to break up the balance."
Wood is even part of a fantasy NASCAR pool in
which participants pick the names of the drivers they believe will do best this season and earn points according to
how those drivers perform in competition. This year's
pool has 35 people in it1 and although Wood ranked
third overall last year, this year isn't looking nearly as
good for him so far. "Unfortunately, my mother-in-law
is actually the pool leader right now,"
In August, Wood will travel to Indianapolis to attend
the Allstate 400 at the Brickyard.

KATHRYN O'CONNOR
Second-year st11dent in hotel and food administration
Kathryn O'Connor didn't waste
any time getting involved at
Guelph after she started studying
here.
"I'm on campus for more than
40 how-s a week, so I can't imagine not making the most of my
time here," she says. " I want to
make university more than just
Kathryn O'Connor
about school."
In addition to being a peer helper at the Connection
Desk, O'Connor volunteers as a START online group
leader, a note taker for the Centre for Students With Disabilities and a babysitter for the Student-Parent Club.
"I take care of a two-year-old girl while her mom is in
class or catching up on work in the library. I started doing it in September because I thought it would be a really
nice way to help out another student. "
O 'Connor also participated in the Admission
Services Telethon, a program that puts current students
in touch with high school students who have applied to
U of G in a particular program.
"We answer any questions they have and also invite
them to come to the annual Campus Days event to see
the school first-hand." At ~f, r,~r·~1 ~ us i;>ays, she
served as a tour guide.
O 'Connor is also involved in helping out with Orientation Week 2006, although she won't be on campus in
September to see the week of festivities take place. "l'm
spending the fall semester at the Australian International
Hotel School in Canberra. It should be a lot of fun."

Smoke-Free Ontario Act:
An Invitation for Comments

campus will allow for a smooth
introduced
new
tobacco transition to the new legislation.
conttol leg.islation, the Smoke-Free There are, however, some identified
Ontario Act, which prohibits enclosed public spaces and enclosed
smoking in all enclosed workpJaces workplaces on campus where smokand enclosed public places in ing is currently permitted. Steps
have already been taken to ensure
Oatario as of May 31, 2006.
lbis anti-smoking legislation that these are addressed before the
imposes significant responsibility legislation comes into effect.
In keeping with this strong legison employers and proprietors to
promote compliance. Enforcement lation and recognizing that smoking
is a threat to the health and well-bebas been mandated to local public
(Wellington- ing of ow students and employees,
health
offices
Dufferin-Guelph Public Health Of- the University will continue its effice) , and fines for convictions to forts to provide smoking-cessation
both individuals and employers programs and counselling services
have increased dramatically com- for those who wish to quit smoking.
pared with the previous Tobacco Information about smoking-cessation programs and workshops for
Control Act.
ln light of this new legislation, U faculty and staff is available from
Occupational
Health Services at
of G, through Environmental
Health and Safety and in consulta- Ext. 52133. A list of programs, sertion with the Centra1 Joint Health vices and resources can be found on
and Safety Committee, has been re- the Human Resources website at
viewing and will be revising its cur- www.uoguelph.ca/hr.
The Canadian Cancer Society ofrent smoking policy (Policy
851.13.07). The University's adher- fers a smokers' helpline at 1-877ence to the City of Guelph Smoking 513-5333, where trained quit speBylaw and commitment to prohib- cialists are available for free, confiiting sales of tobacco products on dential one-to-one help over the
HE ONTARIO GOVERNMENT has
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telephone. In addition, the Wellness Centre continues to promote
the federally and provincially funded
smoking-cessation initiative called
' 1Leave the Pack Behind." For information, visit www.wellnesscentre.
uoguelph.ca/ltpb.shtml or sead
e-mail 10 ltpb@uoguelph.ca. This
program is available to fuculty, staff
and students.
Before revising the smoking policy, the Central Joint Health and
Safety Committee would like to hear
the views of faculty, staff and students - smokers and non-smokers
alike - about smoking on campus.
You can send your comments in confidence to Environmental Health and
Safely. They will be shared without
attribution with the Central Joint
Health and Safely Committee and
carefully considered in detennining
appropriate revisions to the policy.
Please submit questions and comments by e-mail to smoking@
uogudph.ca by April 14.
For a copy of the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, visit www.health.gov.on.
ca/cnglish/public/upateslarchive.s/
hu_ 05/bu,_smoke_free_act. html

Engineer to Lead Studies for Safer Water
Collaborative study will investigate membrane systems in waste-water treatment and reuse
BY ANDREW VOWLES

A

U OF G environmental engineer will lead a new
cross-countty
research
group
studying
emerging
technology
intended to protect water resources
and ensure safe drinking water for
people in Canada and abroad.
The collaborative study to be led
by Prof. Hongde Zhou, Engineering,
will involve five universities and industry partners in investigations of
membrane bioreactor processes for
waste-water treatment and reuse.
This winter, the Canadian Water
Network (CWN) approved a
two-year $400,000 grant for the
group. Along with funding from the
Ontario Centres of Excellence- the
Centre for Earth and Environmental
Technologies (formerly CRESTech)
- and from private sources, the researchers will receive a total of
almosl $1.25 million .
The funding will enable them to

study and improve membrane technology for removing contaminants
from waste water. Zhou says membrane bioreactors are still a largely
untapped form of waste-water treatment that will be needed to prevent
new kinds of organic and m.iorobial
contaminants from poisoning our
water supply.
Add in rapidly expanding populations whose increased consumption has prompted calls for water
reuse and increasingly strict regulatoty requirements, and there's an
emerging market for more advanced
water-treatment systems, he says.
"People want better water to protect health and the environment."
Water-borne pathogens can pose
significant health threats in developed countries, such as the tainted
water that killed seven people and
sickened thousands in Walkerton,
Ont. In developing nations, poorquality drinking water continues to
cause many infectious diseases, the

single largest source of human mortality, according to the World Health
Organization.
Zhou and engineering professor
Khosrow Farahbakhsb will team up
with researchers at the universities of
British Columbia and Manitoba,
Ryerson University and £cole
Polytechn.ique de Montreal, as well
as industry and municipal partners.
Membrane bioreactors use arrays
of polymer membranes to filter contaminants from waste water. Only
about 5,000 systems have been installed worldwide, a relative handful
among the conventional activated
sludge treatment systems operating
in municipalities around the world.
Rather than replace those conventional aeration systems, membrane
bioreactors are combined with existing treatment processes to ensure re··
moval of particulate and dissolved
contaminants, from resistant pathogens to new kinds of endocrine
disrupter chemicals.

Previous research with Zenon
Environmental Inc. of Oakville and
the City of Guelph waste-water
treatment plant shows promise to
reduce the aeration costs for membrane waste-water treatment systems by 30 to 40 per cent, says Zhou.
uThat's millions in savings, given the
volumes of waste water to be treated
by municipalities."
He notes that costs of the technology have become competitive
with those of existing systems, particularly for plants handling less than
15 million gallons of waste water a
day.
As the world's largest producer of
these membrane systems, Zenon has
seen annual growth of 25 per cent
over the last five years. "Membrane
technology is key for future wastewater treatment," says Zhou.
He will study ways to prevent the
fouling of membranes caused by
contaminants adhering to the polymer material. He and his studen ts

Wildlife Education Programs to Expand
New education, outreach service launched in wake of Wild Bird Clinic closure
BY BARRY GUNN, OVC

B

UDGET CUTS have grounded
the Wild Bird Clinic, but a new
wildlife education and outreach
service is poised to take flight.
Wildlife Education and Environmental Programs (WEEP) will
expand and redirect the focus of
public education programs formerly
provided by the clinic.
The shift was made necessary following the decision to shut the clinic
effective Jan. 1. It was n o longer possible to absorb the costs of treating,
housing and rehabilitating injured
wildlife at the Veterinary Teaching
Hospital, says Prof. Dale Smith,
Pathobiology.
"We haven't lost the expertise or
the interest," says Smith. "We simply
no longer have the resources to subsidize medical care for animals that
don't have owners."
The Ontario Veterinary College
is, howe;e~, iliu·in i:he business of
providing care for avian and exotic
pets and training veterinarians inter-

ested in the specialty, she says. The structured to adapt to shifting fiscal
teaching hospital continues to have a realities."
People who find injured or sick
substantial avian and exotics caseJoad and positions for one intern and wild birds are urgeOto rake them to
one D.V.Sc. student. DVM students their local humane society. There are
will still be offered an optional also wildlife rehabilitation centres
avian/exotics rotation, albeit with- that can help, such as the Toronto
out diverse cases of wild birds Wildlife Centre (416-631-0662 or
coming into the clinic, she says.
www.torontowildlifecentre.com)
From modest beginnings, the and Earth Rangers (905-417-3447 or
Wild Bird Clinic grew to handle bun- www.earthrangm.ca).
dreds of cases per year and relied
OVC's long-tenn goal is to work
heavily on volunteers for support, with wildlife rescue fucilities in the
handling and upkeep of the animals. area to provide students with clinical
Donations helped defray some ex- opportunities to treat and study wild
penses but didn't come close to cov- birds. says Hunter.
ering the hospital's costs, says Prof.
Meanwhile, the clinic's outreach
Bruce Hunter, Pathobiology, who programs will be carried on and exstarted the clinic in the early 1980s. panded through WEEP.
Finally, in 2005, the decision was
"One of the main purposes of the
made to dose the clinic as Univer- Wild Bird Clinic had always been
sity-wide budget cuts forced all de- public education," he says. "We've
partrnents to make some tough done hundreds and hundreds of prechoices, he says.
sentations in public schools and for
. "We couldn'·t jusu.emove-it-from , ...._~ty groups over the years."
the curriculum," says Hunter.
As a new non-profit entity,
'We've changed the focus and re- WEEP will have a broader focus on

ecosystems, environment and the
impact of humans on wildlife and
wild spaces, says Nathalie Lemieux,
r:be group's program co-ordinaror
and a teaching lab technician in the
Department of Pathobiology. Plans
call for further development of EYES
(Environmental Youth Education
Series), a web-based interface developed with the support of the Imperial Oil Foundation.
Lemieux trains and supervises the
more than two dozen volunteers
who take an active part in the educational programs and care for the resident birds - two hawks, a great
homed owl, a turkey vulture and a
peregrine falcon.
~e're not sending them out
there to do 'show and teU,"' says
Lemieux. "They're carrying a very
important message about the ecological and ethical issues arising from
human impacts on entire ecosystems. It's not just about birds."
For more information, visit WW\V.
wildbirdclinic.com.

have worked on a pilot study with
the City of Guelph. He now plans to
scale up the study at the citfs
waste-water treatment plant.
"The city wants to see if membrane bioreactors can increase treatment capacity and provide better
treatment,'' he says1 referring to a
long-term waste-water resowce
management plan under development.
Farabbakhsh will lead a study at
the Guelph treatment plant on using
membranes for tertiary treatment of
waste water. Referring to attempts to
reduce phosphorus from effiuent,
which promotes growth of algae in
rivers and lakes, he says: ~e believe
that using a combination of chemical treatment and membrane filtration will not only provide good
phosphorus removal but would also
significant1y reduce costs of chemical use and production of sludge. "
He says the entire project will
make U of G a national leader in
studying and applying membrane
technology in waste-water treatment
and reuse.
Closer to home, ''what we are doing through this project will definitely help to advance certain
technologies that could significant1y
improve the quality of waste-water
effluent discharge into the Speed
River," says Farahbakhsh. "'That has
a huge impact on the entire communiry of G uelph."
In addition, group researchers
will examine bioreactor design to remove nitrogen and phosphorus
from waste water more efficiently.
Zhou expects the project will lead to
more waste-water reuse, reduce
sludge production and yield new
computer models for designing and
running membrane bioreactor
systems.
He has studied membrane technology in water and waste-water
treatment since arriving at Guelph in
1999. The School of Engineering is
home to programs in environmental
engineering and water resources engineering, and has long-standing research ties with the City of Guelph.
Funded through the federal Networks of Centres of Excellence program, the Canadian Water Network
in Waterloo supports
based
multidisciplinary projects on critical
water issues.

Soy Benefits Heart in Healthy--People, Too: Study
"Incorporating soy into a balanced diet is increasingly being seen as a positive step towards better health, " says CBS prof

S

BY LORJ BONA HUNT

OY PROTE IN, long known for its
ability to help reduce the risk of
heart disease in people with high
cholesterol, is equally beneficial for
heathy individuals, according to new
research by Prof. Alison Duncan,
Human Health and Nutritional
Sciences.
Published in the latest edition of
the Americm1 foumal ofClinirnl Nutririo11, the study found that soy pro-

tein, regardless of how many
isoflavones it contains, helps reduce
blood fats and the chances of cardiovascular disease in healthy men.
lsoflavones - non-nutritive, naturally occurring plant chemicals
found in high concentrations in soy
- are known to have protective
functions against hormone- related
disorders, including certain forms of
cancer.
"Many previous studies support
the role soy protein plays in reducing

serum lipids, but few have looked at
the role isofl avones play, especially
in the diets of healthy people,u says
Duncan. "If we want to maximize
the cardiovascular disease prevention potential of soy, it's also important to study healthy individuals,
especially healthy young men, because most studies have focwed only
on women or both women and older

men

Her study included 35 healthy
men (average age 28) who took three
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different supplements for periods of
eight weeks: "regular" milk protein,
soy protein with low isoOavone content and soy with high isoOavone
content. The s upplements were
given in random order and spaced
with a one-month break in between
to ensure accurate findings.
"We found that isoflavone content doesn't seem to influence the
outcome, " Duncan says.
She adds that, with heart disease
being the leading cawe of death

among North Americans, research
has increasingly focused on prevention. Diet is among the top prevention s trategies because it's the easiest,
most natural way to modify blood
lipid levels.
"Incorporating soy into a balanced diet is increasingly being seen
as a positive step towards better
health," she says. "This study shows
that it's never too early to start and
that there are benefits even for people who are healthy."

I Cheers

Without Fears

Guelph food science researchers hope their studies will
mean no more headaches for sensitive wine drinkers
BY ANDREW VOWLES

D

0 YOU GET A HEADACHE

from

drinking even a moderate
amount of wine? 1f a recent U of G
research project helps solve part of
the problem, d ear-headed consumers of Ontario vintages may one
day want to raise a glass to Prof.
Ram6n Mira de Ordufia, Food
Science, and master's student
Am~lie Dub~ Morneau.

Some four in I0 people get head-

aches or suffer allergic reactions
from drinking wine, even in moderate amounts, says Mira de Ordwia.
As research leader of the "Wine Cel-

lar"- the unofficiaJ name of the department's wine microbiology lab
-he's happy to report that he's not
among those sufferers.
Still, he hopes his research will
reduce amounts of certain compounds contained in wines, enabling
others to enjoy the social and health
benefits ofmoderate wine drinking.
' 1 lf 40 per cent of people would
like to drink wine but get headaches
because of this, that's a pity."
Part of the problem stems from a
kind of double whammy triggered
by acetaldchyde, a byproduct of
yeas! fermentation. It contributes to
red wine's colour but creates an
aroma that's undesirable in most table wines (a notable exception is
sh erry, wh ose characteristic odour
comes from t:he s ubstance).
Most wineries m ask tl1e aroma
by using sulphur dioxide to bind up
acetaldehyde. But that means less
sulphur dioxide remains available in
the wine as an antimicrobial and antioxidant agent. Wineries can top up
sulphur dioxide, but it may cawe
adverse effects - notably headaches
and allergic reactions - in sensitive
consumers.

Before suggesting ways for wineries to get around that catch-22,
Mira de Orduna needed to learn
how much of these compounds already existed in their vintages, information that hadn't been readily
available.
The Guelph researchers tested
100 wines provided by 17 wineries in
the Niagara PeninsuJa.
Typically, red wines contain an
average of 20 milligrams of
acetaldehyde per litre, and whites
have about l'\Vice that amount. But
amounts of tl1e substance varied tenfold among different vintages. Although most of the wines in the
survey were below the white-wine
average, several were high er, and
one contained
110
mg of
acetaldehyde per litre.
(In reports provided ind ividually
to the wineries, each companfs vintages were identified, but the others
were ranked anonymously. The lowest amount of acetaldehyde came
from an organically produced vintage made by Ontario's only organic
winery, located near Niagara-on-

the-1.ake.)
Mira de Ordufla says wineries
can reduce acetaldehyde by adding
wine lactic acid bacteria. That would
allow them to use less sulphur dioxide, perhaps by enough to make a
difference to sensitive consumers.
"We think theTe' s some room to
reduce sulphur dioxide levels," he
says.
The researchers have a paper in
press about the project. Morneau is
incorporating the results into her
master's thesis for this spring. Her
supervisor plans to study biogenic
amines, another class of compounds
in wine that also have adverse effects
on some people.

Where Are You Now?
If you can identify where this photo was taken on campus, you will have your name entered in a draw to be
held at the end of the semester for a $50 gift certificate donated by the U of G Bookstore. Anyone who
s ubmits the right answer by April 7 al 4:45 p.m. is eligible for the draw. Send your response to
r.kendall@exec.uoguelph.ca or call Ext. 56982. The following people correctly reported t hat the March 22
photo was of a portion of a picture that can be found on both the third and fo urth levels of the University
Centre: Steve Gazzola, Nicole Shepard, Kelly Parkins on, Piuccia Hohenadel, Kaye Barrett and Mark Taylor.

PHOTO BY REBECCA KENDALL

Looking at Queer Identities
Continued from page 1
queer theatrical writing in Canada.
"I'll be looking at it from the
front line," he says. "The way these
characters are written reflects not
only how the public views queer
identities but also how the artist feels
he or she is being viewed by the public. We've gone through so much
change in the past 10 years, and we
need to know what that's done to
our public perception. I haven't
come across anything in academic

literatwe about that in terms of
theatre."
With the passing of gay marriage
legislation and queer-based theatres
becoming more visible in the arts
landscape, Berto says people should
not be lulled into thinking that the
struggle for gay rights and research
on queer issues is no longer
necessary.
''People think the battle is done
and there's no need to continue the
struggle, but that's not the case."
Berto is not just a student of theatre; he's also a creator. His first play,
BASH, won the City of Toronto
Fringe Festival's Best New Play Prize
in 2000, and his play Skate It Off,
Bobby was staged at U of G's George
Luscombe Theatre in 2001. The following summer, his one-woman
sh ow, Gypsies, was produced at the
Toronto Fringe Festival and hi&.

one-man show, The Fifth Option,
was selected for the exclusive
Summen vorks Festival, where it
played to sold-out audiences.
Since then he has \vritten and
produced a number of works, including To the Eartl1, D ue Process,
111e Painted Bird, Guantanamara
and Caph1red. In 2005, he received
an Ontario Arts Council grant for his
work Pourways Until Rain.
Berto is currently writing a play
about the B.C. ghost town of Anyox
and recently finished a project commissioned with seed money from
Canstage, Canada's largest nonprofit contemporary theatre com -

pany.

This summer he'll travel to Alberta, where his play The Singularity
of Being will make its debut as a
workshop performance at the University o f Lethbridge.

- Cabinet Maker
Fine Furniture • Antique Restoration
Guelph, Ontario
519-766-9093

Island Ink-Jet"'
Cartridge R e fill, Sale & Serv1ce

S t one Road Mall
(Kiosk loco1cd in frolll

ofSl~\RS)

-while y o u w a it s ervice -sav e up to 60%

Dell. Lexm ark . H P. Epson. B r o t h er C anon
619-.821-2828
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CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
1998 Dodge Ram 1500, 5.2 L,
two-wheel drive, five-speed, green
with sport package, excellent condition, 138,000 kilometres, will certify,
856-2429 weekends or after 5 p.m.
or woesten@uoguelph.ca.
!KEA pine table, 30 by 48 inches,
with two chairs; futon, 54 inches
wide, 763-4539.
Matching dark brown loveseats; GM
truck window deflectors, never used;
Truck Club; antique dresser with
round mirror, photos available, Ext.
53044 or kczernic@uoguelpb.ca.
Three ceiling fan s: large, mediwn
and small; Moen multi-setting
hand-held shower attachment; good
working order, pennybeanish@
hotmail.com.
1986 Hawk truck camper with propane stove, furnace and fridge,
sleeps four; 1978 Honda Gold Wing
motorcycle; 1993 White riding
lawnmower, tractor and dwnp cart,
Jean, Ext. 56077, 846-2306 after 5:30
p.m. or jwolting@uoguelph.ca.
Large mahogany dining-room table,
oak bookshelf, two mahogany armchairs, mahogany deacon's bench,
IKEA side table, small mahogany
kitchen table, all in excellent condition, mmaidmen@uoguelph.ca.

FOR RENT
Three·bedroom cottage on nine·
acre island in Newboro Lake, 45
minutes north of Kmgston, gas bar·
becue, two·piece bath, swimming.
fishing, boating, dogs welcome,
photos on request, weeks available
starting June 24, $500 a week

includes shuttle from mainland,
canoe and rowboat, motorboat
available for additional fee, Clare,
836-3357 or 826-3157.
Room with private bath, shared
kitchen and laundry, private
entrance, close to bus route and
shopping, quiet neighbourhood,
bed available if needed, $650 a
month inclusive, leave message at
821-7676.
Three·bedroom house, main-floor
laundry, parking for two vehicles,
fenced yard, available May I. longor short-term lease available, $950 a
month plus half of utilities, 8270596.
One-bedroom walkout apartment,
great view, large windows, close to
bus stop and Zehrs, parking, no pets,
high-speed Internet, available May
l, $800 a month inclusive, Ext.
56314 or 821-1450.
Three-bedroom Muskoka cottage
on Lake of Bays, 15 minutes from
Algonquin Park, fishing, golfing,
canoeing, hilcing, 767·0450 or
jbullard@uoguelph.ca.
Large rooms in century home in
safe, quiet Glasgow Street neighbourhood, close to shopping and
downtown, 25-minute walk to campus, bus stop nearby, hardwood
floors. renovated interior, photos at
www.cs-dub.org/-zimm/, 824-7754
until 10 p.m. or mrzimm@rogers.com.
Furnished bright, spaciow two-bedroom home available May 1 to Aug.
31 for faculty or graduate students,
close to campus, lntemet, parking,
laundry, $1,250 a month inclusive;

Visit us

at the U.C.

one·bedroom walkout apartment,
separate entrance, close to campus
and downtown, parking, suitable for
mature students or professionals,
available May 1, $750 a month inclusive, mmaidmen@uoguelph.ca.

Lamination• Mounting• Graphic Design

www.clicksigns.ca

FOR RENT

Two-bedroom
cottage
in
Southampton, newly renovated, two
baths, gas fireplace, private treed lot,
sleeps six, close to lake, walking distance to harbour, river and downtown,
Melody,
836-6264
or
m.wren@exec.uoguelph.ca.

New Brunswick
Ocean-Front C:ottage & Douse
Private re treat, beaches, cliffs, sleeps 4 to 7 people.
Close to P.E.I. Bridge. Available May to October
from S4 75 per week.

Call Robert at 705-944-5997

WANTED

7!ltl

Pasture for beef cattle, 10 acres or
more, terms negotiable depending
on fence, water, supervision, 519546-6292 or cmader@uoguelph.ca.
Bunk beds ln good condition, Melody, 836-6264 or m.wren@exec.
uoguelph.ca.

210 Kortright Road West, Unit #5
Guelph, Ontario NlG 4X4

Michael H.C. McMurray

AVAILABLE

Partner

Care for yow dog in my home while
you travel, leave message at 836-8086
or cdemmers@uoguelpb.ca.
Classifieds is a free service available
to members of the University. Submit items to Linda Graham on Level
4 of the University Centre, fax to
519-824-7962 or send e·mail to
l.graharn@exec.uoguelph.ca.
SHORT· OR LOllGlR·TlRlll

.ACCOMMODATION

No lease. Stunning, fully furnished
and equipped, Immaculate, upscale
three-bedroom, three-bath home
In south end fur sophisticated
professionals.

Cable, Internet, deck. central vac, AC,
laundry, fireplace, parking. All
Inclusive $2,ooo. Available May 1.
carol, leave message at 823-1857
or JntelrentGhotmall.com

Telephone' (519) 826-4774
Fa>e (519) 826-4994
Ema.iJ: m.ic.haelmcmmray@on.aibn.com

• Do you get a high rate of interest on your
savings?
• Are you investing for your future?
• Do you need professional advice regarding
your investments?
• I can help you answer these questions, call me
today for a free consultation.
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TURKEYS

Dress Up Your Special Easter Dinner With
Our Famous Storemade Stuffing and
Savoiy White Wine Gravy
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GUILPH POULTRY MARKET

YOUR
PREFERRED

Kortright just off the Hanlon
570 Kortright Plaza

Mon.-Wed. 9-7
Thurt.-Fri. 9-8

Sal

Sun.

763-2284

....
Closed

• Enriched Academic Curriculum
• Athletic Program

Group
Auto& Home

• Martial Arts
• Swimming

INSURANCE
PROGRAM

(eSl. 1978)

• Skating
• Yoga

• Musikgarten
• Cott French
• Monthly Field nips
• Certified Montessori Teachers

low Student Teacher Ratio

Cell -ay tor a no-obllgaUOn quToll F,_

1-800-482-0822

1/2 Day Preschool
Full Day Jr. & Sr. Kindergarten
Elementary Grades 1-6
Extended Hours Awilable
Downtown Guelph

Save Up To 50%

In Insurance Product Discounts

~

JSI Waterloo Ave.

Your Gl"Oup D1scoun ti

Guelph, ON

836-3810

o~::~=:,:::~,

www.staebler.com

AT GUELPH 11 APRIL

5,

2006

"Within the Child Lies
the Pau. of the Futurt"
DrM.rrioiMat<1$0ri

EVENTS
ARBORETUM
Naturalist Chris Earley leads the
workshop "Warblers: Butterflies of
th e Bird World" April 21 from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. A 6:30 a. m. hike through
the Arboretum to look for warblers
is slated for May 13. Costis$70. Registration and payment are required
by April 7.

Willow artist Barbara Guy Long will
lead a workshop on using willow
wattle weave to create a rustic cedar
trellisApril 24 from IO a. m . to3p.m .
Cost is $85. The dead.Jine for registration and payment is April 10.

Naturalist Chris Earley leads the
workshop "Warblers: The Less
Common Ones" April 28 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost is $50. Registration and payment are required by
April 14. Call Ext. 52358.

The Theatre in the Trees production
of Neil Simon's Last of the Red Hot
Lovers runs Saturdays until April 29.
Dinner is a t 6:30 p.m.; showtirne is 8
p.m. Cost is $53. To order tickets,
call Ext. 54110.

ART CENTRE
Macdonald Stewart Art Centre
director Judith Nasby gives a gallery
talk on Kuna art from Panama April
6 at 8:30 a.m.

CONCERTS
The School of Fine Art and Music's
noon-hour con cert series concludes
April 6 with a showcase of applied
music vocal and instrumental students. The program will include
works by Brahms, Bach, Beethoven,
Liszt and Mozart. The concert is in
MacKinnon 107.
Three vocaJ students will perform as
part of their finaJ exams April 11 at
6:30 p.m. Jeff Bagg will give a piano
recital as part of his finaJ performance April 13 at 7:30 p.m. Both
concerts are in MacKinnon 107.

CONFERENCES
The Department of Philosophy
hosts an MA conference April 7
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in
MacKinnon 317. A PhD seminar

conference is slated for April 10
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Wilfrid
Laurier University. For more information, visit www.uoguelph.ca/ph.ilosophy.

FILM
"Docurama," a free film series
hosted by the McLaughlin Library
and the Central Student Association,
concludes April 6 with 711e Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill at 7 p.m. in
Thornbrough 1200.

NOTICES
OVC's Graduate Student Appreciation Day runs April 12 from 9:30
a. m. to 5:30 p.m. in the Lifetime
Leaming Centre. The day will
include networking with employers,
a poster session, oral presentations
and a 4:30 p.m. keynote talk by 1983
OVC graduate Ron Carter of the
Hamilton Regional Laboratory
Medicine Program.
The conference "Small Open Economies in a Globalized World," to be
held at the University of Bologna
Aug. 29 to Sept. 2, is calling for
papers. The deadline for submissions is April 25. For details, visit
www.dse.unibo.it/soegi.v.
Canada World Youth is creating a
reg.i.onal network for volunteer
recruitment and is looking for past
participants from the Guelph/
Waterloo/Kitchener area to join. For
information,
contact
Miranda
Gilbert at gilbertm@uoguelph.ca.
The Association of Universities and
Colleges of Canada is offering IO sixto 12-month placements in various
countries and work settings to give
young Canadian graduates a chance
to gain meaningful career-related
experience internationally. The
application deadline is May 5. For
details, visit www.aucc.ca/programs/
intprograms/ypi/index__e.html.

SEMINARS
Next up in the Cognitive Science
Group's seminar series is Martin
Daly of McMaster University
exploring "Competition, Inequality
and Homicide" April 5 at 3:30 p.m.
in MacKinnon 23 1.

The Food Safety Network presents
Gordon Hayburn of the University
of Wales Institute Cardiff discussing
"You Say Tomato, I Say Tomahto:
Do You Hear Mc? Do You Understand?" April 6 at 12:30 p.m. in OVC
1715.
"An
Investigation
Into
the
0-acetylation Pathway of Bacillus
cereuS' is the topic of}ohn Pfeffer in
the microbiology graduate student
seminar series April 7 at 12:30 p.m.
in Animal Science and Nutrition
156.
Andrew Kropinski of the Public
Health Agency of Canada's Laboratory for Food-borne Zoonoses discusses "Phage Therapy - And Now
for Something Completely Different" in the Department of
Pathobiology seminar series April 7
at 2 p.m . in Pathobiology 2106.
The Department oflntegrative Biology seminar series continues April
11 with Jeff Stuart of Brock University
exploring
"Mitochondria,
Genetic Stability and Lifespan." On
April 18, the topic is "The Origins of
Eukaryotic Gene Structure" with
Michael Lynch of Indiana University. The seminars begin at 3:30 p.m.
in Axelrod 265A.
The Canadian Research Institute for
Food Safety is among the sponsors
of a food- safety seminar to be held
April 12 at 10 a.m. at the OMAFRA
building. l Stone Rd. Marleen van
der Wende, a master's student at
Wageningen University in the Netherlands who is currently a visiting
scholar in U of G's Faculty of Management, will discuss "The Human
Factor: Identification of Factors
That Most Strongly Influence Operator Embracement ofHACCP Practices."

TEACHING SUPPORT
Teaching Support Services is offering "WcbCT: Hands on for
First-Time Users" April 13 and 27
and an introduction to WebCT 6 for
experienced WebCT users April 17.
An end-of-semester luncheon for
new faculty is slated for April 21. For
complete details and online registration, visit www.tss.uoguelph.ca. If
you have questions, call Ext. 53571.

THEATRE

COMMUNITY EVENTS

The drama program 's honours student productions continue with
Lawre11ce and Holloman by Morris
Penich April 5 to 7 at 8 p.m. in the
George Luscombe Theatre. Admission is $5.

Guelph and Wellington County
Master Gardeners present their
spring seminar series this month at
the Guelph Turfgrass institute. On
April 11, Denise Jupp discusses photography for gardeners. On April 18,
the topic is four-season container
gardening with Sheila Gamble. The
seminars begin at 7 p.m. For more
information, contact Jupp at
836-0925 or deniseo@golden.ca or
call the Master Gardeners hotline at
Ext. 56714.

THESIS DEFENCES
The final examination of MA candidate Katherine Kruger, History, is
April IO at 1:30 p.m. in MacKinnon
2020. The thesis is "Shell Shock: The
First World War and the Modernization of Psychiatry in Canada."
The adviser is Prof. Catherine
Carstairs.
The final examination of Jody
Mclachlan, an M.Sc. candidate in
the Guelph-Waterloo Centre for
Graduate Work in Chemistry and
Biochemistry, is April 12 at 9:30 a.m.
in MacNaughton 434. The thesis is
"Fwictional Genomics of Human
Mycloperoxidase and Lactoperoxidase." The adviser is Prof. David
Josephy.
The final examination of Luba
Petersen, an M.Sc. candidate in the
Department of Food, Agricultural
and Resource Economics, is April 12
at 2 p.m. in Maclachlan 107. The
thesis is "Allowable Cut Effects in
Ontario's Boreal Forest: An Investigation of the Economics of Intensive
Silvicu1ture at the Integrated Lumber Production Level." The adviser is
Prof. Glenn Fox.
The final examination of Jeremy
Rouse, an M.Sc. candidate in the
Department of Integrative Biology,
is April 12 at 2 p.m. in Axelrod265A.
The thesis is "Spatial Ecology of
Sistrurus cate11atus catenarus and
Heterodon platirhi11os in a Rock-Barren Landscape." The adviser is Prof.
Ron Brooks.
The finaJ examination of M.Sc. candidate Kamin.i Khosla, Department
of Integrative Biology, is May 1 at 2
p.m. in Axelrod 265A. The thesis is
"Quantitative Trait Loci for Upper
Temperature Tolerance in Rainbow
Trout:
A
Linkage
Mapping
Approach." The adviser is Prof. Roy
Danzmann.

The Guelph Creative Arts Association holds its annual "Made for
You" art and craft show April 8 from
10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m . at St. George's
Square.
Opening April 8 at the Guelph Civic
Museum is "Eclectic Overview," an
exhibition of originaJ oil paintings
by Connie Melnik. The official
opening runs from 2 to 4 p.m., and
the show continues to June 4.
Royal City Musical Productions Inc.
presents Gilbert and Sullivan's HMS
Pit1afore April 27 to 29 at 8 p.m. and
April 29 and 30 at 2 p.m. at the River
Run Centre. For tickets, call
763-3000.
The fifth annual Doors Open
Guelph runs April 22 from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., giving city residents and
visitors a chance to tour some of
Guelph's finest buildings, many of
which are generally closed to the
public. For information about this
year's tour, visit www.guelpharts.
ca/guelphartscouncil, call 836-3280
or send e-mail to gac@sentex.net.
Any parents interested in seeing a
class developed in Guelph to teach
the basics of Mandarin to children
and possibly their families is invited
to contact Cathy Chapman at
821-7512 or mcathychapman@rogers.com.

The Edward Johnson Music Foundation is calling for applications for
its 2006 scholarship and awards program for music students pwsuing
post-secondary education. Deadline
for submissions is June 16. For more
information, call 821-7570.

They're All Booked Upl
Students collect more than 2,300 textbooks for Africa in first-ever book drive, gear up for second drive this month

A

BOOK DRIVE organized by
Guelph students this winter to
benefit needy libraries and schools in
Africa proved to be one of the most
successful in North America.
More than 2,300 books were donated, packed and shipped to Africa
in December and January, says
chemistry graduate student Mark
Sun, executive director of the drive.

That total put Guelph in the top 15
among more than 550 book drives
held on college and university campuses in Canada and the United
States, he says.
"For our first run, the response
we received from the U of G community was overwhelming," says Sun.
' 1We were, quite literally, up to our
ears in textbooks."

The book drive, which was organized with the help of Better World
Books in the United States, asked for
used university textbooks unsuitable
for buyback by campus bookstores
due to changing course requirements. Some of the collected books
that weren't needed in Africa were
sold online by Better World Books,
raising more than $800 for the
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Guelph chapter of Habitat for
Humanity.
A second drive set for April 10 to
24 during the spring buyback period
aims to collect even more books than
the first drive did, says Sun, who's
hoping that students will be eager to
donate their books at the end of the
school year rather than have to pack
them up and lug them home.

Drop-off boxes will be available at
campus bookstores and some residences. For more information, contact him at Ext. 52252 or msun@
uoguelph.ca .
Working with Sun on the drive
were Mackenzie Brisbois, Erin
Frank, Christine Frenette, Katherine
lGstows, Jamie La, Ana Perkovic,
Daniella Remy and Jess Stevenson.

