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Ridgetown Tops
Fundraising Goal
for New Centre
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Rural development centre slated to open next fall

A

BY ANDREW VOWLES

for a
new education and training
centre now being built at U of G's
Ridgetown campus has topped its
private final-phase goal of $1
million, thanks to strong support
from government, industry, the
community and alumni, says Prof.
Ron Pitblado, Ridgetown's acting
director.
Construction is now proceeding
on the $7-million Rudy H. Brown
Rural Development Centre. Its
scheduled opening next fall will allow the campus to accommodate existing programs as well as a new
innovative OAC degree program in
which students will spend two years
at Ridgetown followed by two years
at the main Guelph campus.
"We were just thrilled with the
response from indwtry and community leaders," says Pitblado. A
commitment of$4.7 million in proFUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

vincial and municipal government
funding spurred last year's $ I-million campaign to top up earlier private donations, he says.
ln total, private gifts and pledges
worth more than $2.3 million have
been collected from donors in surrounding communities and from
agribusiness companies across Ontario and Canada.
That funding augments $3.5 million from the Ontario Ministry of

Agriculture, Food and RuraJ Affairs,
$600,000 from another provincial

program called the Ontario Small
Town and Rural Development
Initiative,
and
Infrastructure
$600,000 from the Municipality of
Chatham-Kent.

The new facility being built on
the Ridgetown campus is intended
to offer a venue for community
training and to provide facilities for
the college's research and teaching

Co,,rinued on page 10

Kyle Walters, Guelph's assistant fuotball coach for the past two years and a graduate of U of G is the
University's new head football coach. A 1997 B.Sc. graduate, he was a member of the Gryphon footb;ll team
from 1992to1996: In his rookie season, the Gryphons captured the Yates Cup, and In 1996, he captained the
Yates Cup Championship team. He went on to play with the Hamilton Tiger Cats In the 1997 and 1998 Grey

Farmland Donated to U of G
Anonymous donor gives University almost 700 acres of land near Alfred

A
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to the
University of almost 700 acres
of fannJand in eastern Ontario is
expected to help U of G develop and
strengthen innovative programs in
organic agriculture and environmentaJ management.
The donated parcel of land will
ultimately house a one-of-a-kind research and teaching facility for U of
G and the Ontario Agricultural College and will provide much-needed
space for practical classes and research for all four University campuses, says Prof. Mary Buhr, OAC
associate dean (academic).
In early February, U of G finalized the anonymous donation of693
acres of vacant farmland worth
about $520,000. The parcel is located
southeast of Ottawa, a IO-minute
drive from CoU~ge d ' Alfred and 50
minutes from Kemptville College.
Under a five-year development
plan for the property, the University
will devdop research sites in organic
agriculture and in restoration of natural vegetation and wild.life. Plans to
expand U ofG expertise in dairy science would also make the property
the only certified organic dairy farm
designed for teaching and research
in Canada, says Buhr.
"For OAC, this gives us a new
land base that we can readily utilize
for our organic work," she says, referring to last fall 's launch of an orN UNPRECEDENTED GIFT

Awareness Week
Puts Spotlight
on Accessibility
Event-filled week designed to draw attention to issues
ofaccess on campus for people with range ofdisabilities

R

AWARENESS
about
accessibility for people with
disabilities is the focus of an
upcoming event-filled week at the
University.
Accessibility Awareness Week
runs March 3 to I 0 and is designed
to draw attention to issues of access
on campus for people with visual,
hearing. mobility, learning, psychological and medical disabilities.
''Everyone is affected by disabilities at some point in their lives whether permanent or temporary
- and by opening up the channels
of communication, we can share
many lessons with one another,"
says Barry Wheeler, an adviser in the
Centre for Students With Disabilities.
The week begins March 2 with a
free screening of Murder Ball at 7
AISING

p.m. in Room 1200 of the
Thornbrough Building. The film,
which won the 2005 Sundance Film
Festival award for best documentary, is about a full-contact wheelchair rugby team that overcomes
adversity to compete in the
Paralympic Games in Athens.
Beginning March 3, a number of
student leaders, peer helpers and
residence life staff will be experiencing campus life in a wheelchair.
They will spend a minimum of one
day- some as many as four days in a wheelchair and will discuss their
experiences and the challenges they
faced at a round- table discussion
March 8 from 5 to 7 p.m. in Room
335 of the University Centre.
A re.sourer fair runs March 3
from l 0 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the UC
Conti,,utd 011 pagt JO
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OAC's B.Sc.(Agr.) program.
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The property is also expected to
help Alfred and Kemptville expand
programs and enrolment and help
OAC pursue national and international research collaborations in organic agriculture and environmental
management.
A public announcement in 2003
affirming OAC's commitment to organic and conventional agriculture
led the farm's owner to propose the
donation to U ofG,says Pam Healey,
assistant vice-president (development). Senior U ofG administrators
including president Alastair
Surnmerlee; OAC dean Craig
Pearson; Prof. Alan Wildeman, vicepresident (research); and Nancy
Sullivan, vice-president (finance and
administration) - were involved in
orchestrating the donation.
A proposal to acquire the farm
was written in fall 2004 by Pearson;
Terry Daynard, OAC associate dean
(research and innovation); Charles
Goubau, continuing education,
Coll!ge d' Alfred; and Randy Duffy, a
research associate at Ridgetown College. According to that document,
the farm would help support the
strategic research and teaching goals
of U of G, OAC and the regional
campuses.
Board of Governors approved acceptance of the donation after the
University conducted due diligence,
including obtaining two appraisals

of the land's value, conducting a title
search and ensuring the property
no
environmental
contained
hazards or contamination.
The land will be leased for grazing
cattle for the next two years. According to a business plan prepared for
the donation, the lease agreement
will cover operating expenses and
maintenance and provide a revenue
suearn to the University.
Plans call for a fundraising campaign to pay for construction of a
teaching facility on the property; no
buildings currently occupy the land.
The Office of Research will manage the farm, with help from a
planned advisory committee representing fa.rm groups, the community, and staff and faculty from U of
G and the nearby regional campuses.
To be developed as a site for
teaching. research and demonstration of best practices in organic agriculture and environmental management, the farm is also expected to
strengthen the Universirfs ability to
obtain research funding, including
funding available under minoritylanguage programs.
Proposed teaching uses for the
property include day visits for dasses
from Alfred and Kemptville and perhaps residential programs for students from all four campuses. The
property may also offer teaching opportunities for students in such areas
as environmental sciences and
languages and literatures.

Promised Support for Quality
Improvements Confirmed

A HEALTHY PLANET:
Does Religion Have
Anything to Offer?

Universities still under significant pressure to cover inflationary costs

Dr. Cristina Vanin

BY LORI BONA HUNT
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has confirmed that U of G will
receive $5 million in "quality
improvement" funding promised in
the 2005 Ontario budget.
"Quality of education is important, so we took a leap of faith last
year, hiring fuculty and staff on the
basis that support would be forthcoming," says president Alastair
Summerlee. "With greatest respect,
we are very pleased with the new
funding, but had we not received it,
we would have been looking at reductions in fuculty and further
reductions in staff."
Summerlee warns that universities are still under significant pressure to cover rising costs in electrical
bills, salaries and benefits. He says
that, despite the provincial announcement, all units will need to
reduce their annual budget plans by
two per cent as a contribution to the
University's inflationary costs.
He adds that, after many years of
underfunding, U of G still needs
monies to appoint another 110 fuculty and the same number of staff to
bring the University to the national
average.

Dr. MW Mo11tasarl
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Last year, the province said it
would provide new money for
quality improvement following the
release of Bob Rae's review of higher
education, but specific amounts for
each university were not revealed.
Guelph estimated that it would receive about $5 million for quality
improvement and included that
amount in its 2005/2006 operating
budget, which had to be presented to
Board of Governors last April before
the funding was confirmed.
"We listened carefully to the signals the government has been sending since the Rae review) and using
this information, our staff did an excellent job of making budget assumptions and in predicting
additional revenues for 2005/2006,"
says Summerlee. "Our assumptions
were correct."
The bulk of Guelph's $5 million
in quality improvement funding bas
gone to support new faculty and staff
hires in 2005/2006. The money is
also supporting educational resources such as library acquisitions
and extended hours of operation, a
media cent re in the College of Arts,
more co-op educational opportunities and classroom teaching support.
Jn all, Ontario universities will

receive $124 million from the Quality
Improvement
Fund
for
2005/2006. To qualify for the
money, universities must sign accountability agreements that spell
out the improvements to be made
and the results to be achieved.
U of G also expects to receive
quality improvement funding that
will be included in its preliminary
2006/2007 Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities budget,
currently being developed. As in past
years, there is still much uncertainty
about prospective government revenues, says Summerlee.
A series of public meetings about
the budget are planned over the next
two months, and a complete schedule, along with the preliminary budget assumptions, is available online.
The provincial government also
announced that it's investing more
than $10 million this year to help
post-secondary institutions improve
access to opportunities for francophone, disabled, first-generation
and aboriginal students.
"We are very pleased by this
news, as it was one ofthe recommendations made by our Presidential
Task Force on Accessibility," says
Summerlee.

Regulatory Obstacles Thwarting
Biotechnology, Says Report
Innovation continues to outpace development of needed regulations
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the way it regulates scientific
advances if it's to benefit
economically and socially from
biotechnology innovation, says a
new report by Prof. David Castle,
Philosophy.
'\f ederal and provincial government agencies have made a concerted effort to increase support for
biology," says Castle, the study's lead
author, "but biotechnology innovation continues to outpace the development of regulations necessary for
product approvals. This problem is
highlighted when new biotech products straddle different regulatory
authorities."
The report, called "Convergence
in Biotechnology Innovation: Case
Studies and Implications for Regulation," was researched and written at
U of G. It is part ofan initiative of the
Program in Applied Ethics and Biotechnology at the University of To~

ronto's Joint Centre for Bioethics
and is supported by the Ontario Research and Development Challenge
FWld, the Ontario Genomics
Institute and Genome Canada.
Released Feb. 15, the report is
posted on the project's website at
\Vww.gels.ca/events.php.
The researchers also sent it to the
nation's major regulatory agencies
and are inviting officials, industry
professionals, patent groups, researchers and individuals to respond
with their views and concerns.
"The intent of this report was to
consider whether a growing trend in
biotechnology that we call 'convergent' technology can be bandied
within the existing regulatory system," says Castle. "We have identified gaps and obstacles in the
regulatory system and have recommended changes in how biotechnology regulation should be governed."
The report focused on three
novel biotechnology innovations
and, in each case, found significant
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regulatory stumbling blocks. Researchers looked at nutrigenomics,
the field of personalized nutrition
based on the study of the interaction
between nutrients and genes; plantaerivcd vaccines, the production of
vaccines for humans in crop plants;
and the Enviropig, a pig genetically
modified so its body can absorb a
normally indigestible form of
phosphorus.
The report identifies the regulatory obstacles affecting these technologies and recommends specfic
changes. It also proposes overall suggestions for national reform, including establishing new regulatory
concepts, definitions, standards,
processes and structures.
"This report confirms there are
obstacles in the way of effective adaptation of the regulatory system of
convergent technologies,'' says Castle. "We hope the findings will lead
to regulatory reform and migratory
steps toward new models for governing biotechnology regulation."
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B OF G SEEKS NOMINATIONS
FOR EXTERNAL MEMBERS
Board of Governors is seeking
nominations for external members
for a three-year teem that begins
July I. The board is particularly
interested in expanding its list of
qualified candidates to include
external members from designated
~oups. Nominations should be
~arked confidential and sent to the
B of G Membership and Governance Committee, Board Secretariat,
Level 4, University Centre.

INJURED STUDENT STILL
IN CRITICAL CONDITION
A 20-year-old male student who
was injwed in an altercation in
front of the University Centre Feb.
l 0 remains in critical condition in
Sunnybrook Hospital. Another 20year-old male student has been
charged with aggravated assault.
Anyone who witnessed the incident
is asked to call Sgt. Ed O'Hanlon at
824-1212, Ext. 203, or CRIMESTOllPERS at 1-800-222-8477. 'Fbe
police investigation is continuing.
OCEAN EXPERT TO SPEAK
The Axelrod Institute of Ichthyology and the College of Biological
Science present the annual Marcel
Naseer Ali Memorial Lecture in
Aquatic Biology March 6 at 12:10
p.m. in Room 1714 of the OVC
Lifetime Leaming Centre. Verena
Tunnicliffe, Canada Research Ohair
in Deep Ocean Research and director of the VENUS Project at the
University of Victoria, will discuss
"Deep Sea Explorations: Vents,
Volcanoes and VENUS." An informal reception begins at 11:30 a.m.
Tunnicliffe will be on campus
March 5 to 7 and will be available to
meet with students, faculty and
staff. To arrange small group meetings, contact Prof. Patrick Woo at
Ext. 53581 or pwoo@uoguelph.ca.

AGA KAHN SEMINAR SET
The Aga Khan Foundation Canada's annual university seminar
series comes to U of G March 1S.
This year's topic is "The Role of
Microfinance in International
Development: Urileashing Opportwllties for the Poor." It runs from
5:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the Landscape
Architecture Building Pit. Speakers
are Aye.Sha Baig of the First
Micr:ofi.aance Bank in Pakistan and
Ashraf Nassif of the Aga Khan
Agency for Microfinance in Egypt.
The seminar is free, but registration
is required by Feb. 28. 1'o register or
for more information, visit \VWW.
akfc.ca/en/knowltdge_center/seminar_series.shtml.
WORKSHOP AIMS TO SMOOTH
TRANSITION TO WORKPLACE
The Educational Research and
Development Unit and Career Serviees are offering a workshop on
creating an intellectualskills portfolio for third- and fourth-year students. Portfolios are a way fol' students to strategically position and
market themselves in an increasingly competitive workplace. Sessions run March 15, 22 and 29 from
5:30 to 7 p.m. Cost is $30. To register, contact Melody Wren at Ext.
54337 or m.wren@cxec.uoguclph.
ca.
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FUSION Expands Student
Opportunities to Step Out
of Classroom Into Real World
Initiative enhances learning while helping local community organizations

U

BY REBECCA KENDALL
OF G STUDENTS are stepping
out of the classroom and into
the community even more this
semester with the creation of a new
program for first-year students that
combines classroom learning and
community service.
First-Year Students in our Neighbourhood (FUSION) is an initiative
that's been integrated into a handful
of U of G's special first-year seminar
courses offered through the office of
the associate vice-president (academic) to enhance learning while
helping local community organizations.
"The small-class structure of the
first-year seminars and the innovative learning opportunities provided
in these classes make them a perfect
fit for the program," says Cheryl
Rose, community service-learning
specialist in the office of the provost.
"It's bringing together campus and
community and service and learning
in an interwoven way."
College of Biological Science
dean Mike Emes is one of four faculty members who have signed on to
cowses
incorporating
teach
FUSION. The students in his cowse
on communicating science are
working closely with a downtown
neighbowhood group to provide an
alternative education program for
youth who are not in school 3..lld no
longer living at home.
"The students in my class arc excited about trying to engage other
youth in learning about science in a
meaningful way that will leave them
wanting to know more," says Emes.
"The FUSION framework is helping
my students think about communication skills, how to apply those skills

FINE ART PROF GIVES TALK ON

and how to be successful in captivating the interests of others, especially
those who feel they are marginalized
in society."
In the Department of Plant Agriculture, Prof. Ann Clark's organic
agriculture class bas partnered with
the Two Rivers Neighbourhood
Group to design and present an information seminar encowaging organic practices to residents who
contribute to the group's community garden.

to work with communities affected
PHOTOGRAPHY IN BARCELONA
by hurricane Katrina.
Prof. Susan Dobson, Fine Art and
"The students are doing things
Musi~ presented a paper on "Conthat can make a real difference in
structed Illusions: Photography of
people's lives, and i~'s very rewarding
Suburban Interiors" at a sympofor them," says Yap. "It's great to see
sium at the University of Barcelona
the campus and community become
in January. She also has two works
even more connected."
in a group exhibition at Centennial
U ofG is actively developing new
Gallery in Oakville.
ways to enhance learning by bringing
it out of the classroom and giving
EXHIBIT GOES ON ICE
students real-world experience, says
FASTWURMS in the School of Fine
Rose, who notes that service-learnArt and Music is participating in Ice
ing in Canadian post-secondary inFollies 2006, a biennial site-specific
stitutions is on the increase. With.in
project on the ice of lake Nipissing.
fow years, FUSION will become
The FASTW0RMS project is an
part of 16 first-year courses, she
ocrult adventure film titled fee Staadds.
rion Isis. The show opens Feb. 24,
"Se.rvice-learning isn't a new
and the installations will be
idea. It's been a learning strategy in
removed
from the lake between
the United States for more than 80
March 20 and 25.
years, but it's relatively new to Canada, and there bas been considerable ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - '
growth in the last few years."
The following appoinunents have
Rose, who is also executive direcrecently been announced at U ofG:
tor of the U of G-based Canadian
• Ayesha Ali1 assistant professor,
Association for Community ServiceMathematics and Statistics
Learning. notes that service-learning
• Kristin Arbour, distance educaStudents in the "Human Rights benefits not only students but also
and
smaller
organization
production co-ordinator.
communities
in New Times" course taught by
Office of Open Learning
Patrick Case, director of the Human tions that may not have the resources
Rights and Equity Office. is working to address certain problems and
• Cato\yn Bennett, radio\!.{a.9hy
with Guelph's Neighbourhood Sup- i.uues.
technician, diagnostic imaging,
On March 8, the University will
port Coalition to review municipal
Veterinary Teaching Hospital
election policies and processes to launch a community service-learn• Laura Gatto, assistant to the assoidentify and make recommenda- ing website. It will provide detailed
ciate vice-president
(student
tions on improving accessibility to information about all types of comaffairs)
munity
service-learning
U
ofG
is
invoting for new Canadians living in
• Steffen Graether, assistant provolved in and ways for community
Guelph.
fessor, Department of Molecular
Rural planning and development organizations to get involved with
and Cellular Biology
professor Nonita Yap and students Guelph students, says Rose.
• Paul Kopacz, systems support,
"It's good to celebrate what we're
in her class on '~Disaster Planning
Office ofRegis1rariaJ Services
and Management" partnered with already doing. The work that hap• Marta McCarthy, assistant proStudent Life to provide an orienta- pens on our campus is really excitfessor, School of Fine Art and
tion and information session for the ing, and there are wonderful
Music
students who were planning to travel outcomes for our students and ow
• Amparo Prieto, laboratory techto Mississippi during Reading Week local agencies."
nician, clinical pathology, Animal
Health Laboratory

"The students are
doing things that
can make a real
difference in
people's lives, and
it's very rewarding
for them."

0

Gerontology Awareness
Week Focuses on Seniors
Campus events aimed at educating public about gerontology and age-related issues

C

is
on the minds of a group of
Guelph students who will be working to raise funds and awareness for
seniors and organizations that
support them during Gerontology
Awareness Week Feb 27 to March 2
"Ow goal is to educate the public
about gerontology and age-related
issues," says organizer Raveen Kalra,
president of the Gerontology Student Association. "Many people
don't know what gerontology is or
that U of G offers a program in this
field of study. Because of the aging
baby-boomer generation, the elderly
will soon make up a large proportion
of ow population, and people
should be aware ofilieir needs and
ANADA'S AGING POPULATION

ECONOMIST TO ADDRESS
U.S. PAllEL ON CLIMATE
Prof. Ross McKilrick, Economics. is
one of a dozen international experts
who will brief an expert panel of the
U.S. National Academy of Sciences
March 2 in Washington. The panel
was established by the National
Research Council to investigate swface temperature reconstructions
for the past 1,000 to 2,000 years.

the impact this will have on society."
The week will be highlighted by a
free show Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. in War
Memorial Hall. Sara Westbrook, a
singer/songwriter from St. Thomas
who Jost her grandfather to Alzheimer's disease, will perform One More
Memory, a song about someone living with Alzheimer's. This will be
followed by Jf Not Now .. . W11en?, a
play performed by Act n Studio, a
Toronto-based theatre school and
creative drama centre for people 50
and older. The play was developed in
collaboration with the Ontario Coalition of Senior Citizens' Organizations.
In addition, the Gerontology Student Association will sell scarves and
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baked goods Feb. 27 from 10:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. in the Macdonald Institute lounge, March I from 10:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the lobby of the
MacKinnon Building and March 2
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the University Centre. Proceeds will go to the
association and Help the Aged Canada, an international development
organization that works to meet the
needs of elderly people living in poverty in Canada and in the developing
world.
At each sale, "Unforgettable"
bracelets will also be sold to benefit
the Alzheimer's Society of GuelphWellington.
For more information, send
e-mail to gero@uoguelpb.ca.
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• Rea-U:e Smith, veterinary technician, Small-Animal Clinic. Veterinary Teaching Hospital
• Tara Wochesen, radiography
technician, diagnostic imaging,
Veterinary Teaching Hospital.

IN MEMORIAM
Retired professor Victor Cbanasyk,
founding director of the School of
Landscape Architecture, died Feb.
Sat the age of79. A graduate of the
University of Alberro, the University of California, Berkeley, and
Harvard University, be joined
Guelph in 1962 to deveJop Canada's firsl university program in
landscape architecture. He also
proposed the establishment of the
Arboretum. A Fellow of the Canadian Society of Landscape Architects, he retired in 1992. Prof.
Cbanasyk is survived by his wife,
Lillian. A tree will be plan1ed in his
memory at the Wall-Custance
MemoriaJ Forest

Program Supports Women, Men of Colour

"When you get into this group, you can share similar experiences, and it's good to know there are other students to share your feelings with"
BY REBECCA KENDALL

R

arrived at U ofG
a year ago \vith one goal in
mind - to provide consultation and
support to people who identify as
being women of colour.
"We're not here just for black
women," says McLeod. " I encourage
any woman of African, Asian or
Latin American heritage to take advantage of the opportunity to meet a
diverse group of women and know
she'll be welcomed."
McLeod fa cilitates one-on-one
support as well as group meetings
each week, with conversation and
discussion led by the interests of the
nearly 25 registered group members.
"This program is very positive in
terms of making our services and
supports available to a larger number of students from different cultural backgrounds," says Bruno
Mancini, directo r of Counselling
Services, whi ch supervises and fund s
individual and group session on
Mondays.
Over the past year, topics have
been as varied as the participants and
have included everytJting from the
personal to the political.
''We discuss topics that will help
group members fun ction better in
society and be better prepared for
the struggles they might face in the
worJd once they leave university,"
says Mcleod.
She adds that members are
openly encouraged to fa cilitate or
co-facilitate group meetings on any
topic of interest to them. "I'm working to empower these women and
instil confidence. "
OSE MCLEOD

RECYCLING TIP
OF THE MONTH

Originally from Jamaica, Mcleod
graduated from Buffalo State University in 1996 with a degree in social
work. She later worked in BuffaJo as
a substitute teacher specializing in
one-on-one support for children
with special needs. She moved to
Waterloo in 2001 and, wanting to fo.
cus her efforts back to social work
and counselling, approached U of G
\vith a proposal for a women-of-colour support group to help students
who might be looking for an out1et
to discuss racial, social or cultural
concerns in a welcoming and
friendly environment.
''When you get into this group,
you can share similar experiences,
and it 's good to know there are other
students to shar e your feelings with,"
says Asha Jeffers, a second-year English student who attended her first

group session last September.
"It's also an opportunity to learn
about the perspectives of others be·
cause our backgrounds arc diverse.
We discuss topics related to being a
woman, like sexuality and relationships, as well as issues related to our
cultural and ethnic identities, such as
discrimination and how the media
depict people of colour."
Danielle Pitt, a first-year arts and
science student, attended her first
meeting this month. "I want to connect with other women of colour on
campus," she says, "and after hearing
about this group, I wanted to learn
more."
McLeod is pleased with the success the group has had in its first
year. As a result of the growing inter·
est, a women-of-colour collective
has been created through the

Women's Resource Centre in partnership with the Munford Centre,
with McLeod leading similar weekly
one-on-one and group discussions.

The service bas also been expanded to include workshops in
fu.mily housing and weekly one-onone counselling for men of Asian,
African and Latin American descent.
"We're starting with individual

one-on-one support, but if the men
find they want a group setting made
available, then we'll do that as well,"

she says.
The support groups are sponsored by Counselling Services and
the Women's Resource Centre, with
funding provided by the Student Life

Enhancement Fund, the Women's
Campus Safety Initiative and Stu-

dent Affairs. For more information,
call Ext. 53244.

The support programs run as fol-

lows:
• Women's one-on-one support
Mondays from noon to 1 p.m.
and Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to
noon at the C.J. Munford Centre in
Room 054 of the MacKinnon Building.
• Women's group meetings
Mondays from 4 to 6 p.m. in
Counselling Services on Level 3 of
the University Centre and Wednesdays from 3 to 5 p.m. at the Munford
Centre.
• Men's one-on-one support
Mondays from 1 to 2 p.m. at the
Munford Centre.
• Meetings in family housing
First Monday of the month from
2 to 3:30 p.m. at the CoUegc Avenue
Community Centre.

Freedom to Read Week Feb. 26 to March 4
Library displays, event to highlight importance of intellectual freedom

U

G IS RAISING awareness of
intellectual fr eedom by celebrating Freedom to Read Week Feb.
26 to March 4.
Sponsored by the Book and Periodical Council of Canada, the week is
designed to encourage Canadians to
think about and reaffirm their commitment to intellectual freedom,
which is guaranteed under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
·~1 rs important that libraries remain places where knowledge can be
OF

shared and that librarians take an active role in that responsibility," says
Michael Ridley, U of G's chief information officer. "People should be
free to discuss controversial issues,
including those that som e members
of society may consider to be uncon·
ventional, unpopular or unacceptable."
On Mardi 2 from 2:30 to 4 p.m.,
the McLaughlin Library presents
"Forbidden Knowledge and Dangerous Ideas" in the Williams Cafe area.

Based on discussions arising from a
new first-year seminar course of the
same name, the event will explore a
variety of ideas and perspectives that
have been deemed so controversial
that they've been strongly opposed
and resisted through banning, censorship, destruction and silencing.
Students from the seminar course
will display posters they've m ade that
relate to banned books, cloning, sex,
education , art, photography and
music to express their ideas and gen-

crate open dialogue about censorship and the control of infonnation.
Throughout the week, students,
staff, faculty and visitors to campus
are encouraged to browse through
the library's restricted-access collection and a banned-book shelf on the
first floor of Mclaughlin to learn
more about why the freedom to read
is crucial to academic libraries.
For more information about
Freedom to Read Week, visit
www.freedomtoread.ca.

Judges Needed for Regional Science Fair

U of G Recycles!

W

at
th.is year's regional science
fair for students in grades 7 through
12? Prof. Reggie Lo, Molecular and
Cellular Biology, hopes to recruit
about 35 Guelph raculty, graduate
students and staff to help judge more
than 130 entries expected in this
year's Waterloo-Wellington Science
and Engineering Fair.
About 15 of the roughly I 00
~----------------------_J judges have come from U of G in
previous years.
Each judge will be assigned to assess about six projects in one of three
entry categories: engineering/math
and computer science, life sciANT TO JUDGE PROJECTS

Choose cafeterias that provide reusable eat-in dishes or bring your own
dishes to other cafeterias rather than
use the disposable dishware provided. Bringing your own dishes to
U A and Centre Six gets you a discount of 25 cents each time or a
stamp on a card leading to a free
en tree.

ences/biotechnology and physical
science/earth science.
Lo, who is judge-in-chief for th.is
year's fair, says prospective judges
should relate well to young people,
have an ample stock of patience and
show an "enthusiasm to speak to
young scientific minds." In return,
judges get a chance to influence and
encourage students in studying science and engineering, he says.
The best projects from the regional fair will be entered in the Canada-Wide Science Fair and may go as
far as the International Science Fair.
Lo's favourite project over more
than 20 years as a regional judge was

a study of chemical warfare and
territoriality in ants, done by a Grade
IO student. After winning the regional competition, the project won
the top honour at that year's national event; the student is now
studying biology at university.
This year, Lo is advising three
students entering a different competition with a project in his science
complex lab on bacterial communication and biofilrns.
Judging for this year's regional
fair will take place April 4 from 9
a.m. to I p.m. at Bingeman Park in
Kitchener. For more infonnation,
contact Lo at rlo@uoguelph.ca.

The next issue of At Guelph appears March 8.
Copy deadline is Feb. 28.
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Every year the Perennial Plant Association picks a new reliable favourite!

What is it this year?

VISI T OUR NEW WEBSITE TO FIND OUT THE 2006 PERENNIAL OF THE YEAR PLUS CHECKOUT OTHER NEW FEATURES!

www.brockroadnursery.com
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Centre Looks Beyond Disabilities
BY REBECCA KENDALL

U

NIVERSITY

can be a challeng-

ing environment for many
students, but Athol Gow, coordinator of the Library Centre J'or
Students With Disabilities (LCSD),
is finding new ways to enhance the

academic experience for some.
Located in the southwest corne r
of the Mclaughlin Library, the
LCSD was created in 1998 through a
partnership with U of G's Centre for
Students With Disabilities to ensure
that the library's collections and re-

search materials are accessible to ev-

eryone. It serves about 100 students
each semester.
"It's important that students
with disabilities not get left behind,"
says Gow, who is also a member of
the University's Accessibility for
Persons With Disabilities Advisory
Committee. "We provide service to
students with issues ranging from
hearing and visual impairments to

learning and psychological disabilities or acquired brain injuries. Most

of the people who use this space have

Athol Gow helps make a difference for library patrons with disabilities.

a disability that's not visible."

interlibrary loans departments the main textbook accommodations
providing one-on-one reference available to students with visual imsupport, Gow helps students who re- pairments or learning disabilities
quire adaptive technology (AT) to were Braille and books on four-track
tape. Those tapes, which are still
read, write or use a computer.
"AT can include a simple accom- used, look like normal two-sided
cassette
tapes but have two addimodation like an illuminated magnifying g]ass or something more tional tracks of information on them
technologically complex like speech- and are played with a special tape
recorder.
r'ecognition software," 'h e says, add"The tapes contain a lot of inforing that he's also responsible for
training students to use the software mation, but it's pretty hard for students
to navigate to a specific page
and equipment and helps out in the
being read on the tape," he says.
centre's lab when needed.
If certain tapes aren' t available
Other form s of AT available at
the centre include a dosed-oircuit from the non-profit organizations
TV and computer-based programs the library gets them through, Gow
that can scan, read or magnify text has another option - to use the voand support visual thinking. Gow cal talents of close to 20 local volunwill discuss AT at a Teaching Sup- teers who read course material onto
port Services workshop to be held tape. The volunteers include current
March 8 during Accessibility Aware- and retired faculty and staff and
alumni.
ness Week (see story on page I.)
"It's a wonderful service, and rm
He says the service that has
changed the most since the creation very thankful they take the time to
of the LCSD is the alternate-format do this for us," he says. "Some stutext program. When he was hired as dents prefer books on tape because
co-ordinator in 1999 - after several it's technology they're comfortable
years of working in the library in the with, and the turnaround time to
acquisitions, stack maintenance and produce it is quite short."

ln addition to running U of G's

alternate-format text service and

These days, however, a wider array of options for reading support
are available, says Gow, and many
tech-savvy students are abandoning
tapes in favour of electronic text,
scanning/reading software, books on
MP3 and a digital audio-based information system that uses a human
voice reading and synchronizes it
with an actual text file.
"You can go wherever you like.on
the page at the touch of a button, just
like you would with a CD player, and
the device will read it back to you,"

PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

he says.
Most students with print disabilities currently use electronic text in
Microsoft Word or rich text format
as an accommodation that they read
using computer screen reading
programs.
Although publishers often provide e-text files of textbooks for students with print disabilities, parttime LC.SD staff also produce these.
files for studenrs. In fuct, during che
2004/2005 acade mic year, the centre
scanned and edited more than

10,000 pages of material that was
subsequently translated into Braille
or read with screen readers.
Using computer text-reading
programs has many advantages, says
Gow. Students can change the speed
and voice type of the speech engine
reading the text, the quality of which
has improved greatly in recent years.
Another great feature, he says, is that
e- tcxt files can be converted into audio files and then downloaded onto a
student 's MP3 player or iPod.
Having a place like the LCSD on
campus makes a big difference on a
number of levels, he says.
uOffering technology like this
can make the difference between
whether a student is successful in a
post-secondary environment or not.
The cost of some of these programs
is out of range for most students, and
not having access to them would
make the process of getting a degree
far more problematic."
Gow adds that the quiet and
semi-private workspaces available at
the centre arc beneficial for students
who can't afford ro be distracted by
noise or activity.
"It's a place where they feel comfortable and a.re able to share their
experiences with one another. For
some students, that's a necessity."
He says the most satisfying part
of his job is working with students
and finding ways to make their experience at U of G positive and more
manageable.
" \t's ni.ce when you find a 9iece of
software lhat works with som ebody's needs, and you can see that
they're really excited about it."

Adaptive Software Support Policy Created for Faculty, Staff
Athol Gow and the McLaughlin Library's IT staff have
been working 1.0 develop an adaptive software support
policy specific to staff and faculty who use these
resources in their work environment. The policy,
which can be viewed at www.lib.uoguelph.ca/scrvices_for/students_ with_disabilities/ATsupport.htm,
provides contact information for staff and faculty who
are having problems witl1 their software. It aJso offers a
way for people who have more experience supporting
adaptive software to share their knowledge with others
across campw. And it outlines what types of software
and operating systems the LCSD can support.
"Steps for support have been in place for students

who use adaptive software for a number of years," says
Gow, "but we want staff and fac ulty to know that we
have a policy in place for them should problems arise
with their software."
By keeping track of the volume and types of support required, this support plan will enable the LCSD
to see what level of staffing would be appropriate and
where this service would best be situated within the
University's IT support structure, he says. By making
adaptive software support fo r fac ulty and staff a shared
responsibility, this plan will also build more capacity
across campus for the provision of adaptive software
support to these groups.

Library Introduces No-Parking Policy
Personal belongings left unattended for more than 15 minutes at computer workstations and other public equipment will be removed

P

BY REBECCA KENDALL
ATRONS of the Mclaughlin
Library who are fed up with
people leaving their belongings at a
computer workstation while they
head off to class or ta.kc a break will
soon be breathing a sigh of relief.
On March l , the library will introduce a policy that will see belongings removed from computer
workstations and other public
equipment if left unattended for
more than 15 minutes.
"The pu rpose of the policy is to

improve the availability of computers and other equipment in the library," says Kelly Bertrand, associate
director of organizational services in
the office of the chief information officer.
"Over the past year, the library
has bad a growing number of
complaints from students about
computers and other equipmenl
being tied up by patrons who aren't
actively using them. Personal belongings are being left unattended at
workstations for significant periods
of time, in effect 'reserving' the

equipment for future use."
Anyone noticing items left
unattended for more tl1an IS minutes can fill out a complaint form
and hand it to Library staff, says
Bertrand. Facilities service staff will
then be contacted and will secure the
items if the owner has not yet collected them or returned to finish his
or her work.
The items will be recorded on an
inventory form and placed in a security bag, which will be sealed, initialled and secured in a locked
cabinet in the circuJation area and
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held by the circulation and interli- cess to library equipment," says
brary services desk until the items Bertrand. "People will no longer
have the option of 'reserving' a maare claimed.
To daim belongings, the patron chine and coming back to it later.
must provide a detailed description This will increase the number of maof materials Listed on the form. chines available for active use and
When the staff member is satisfied maximize our limited resources. "
The policy can be viewed online
the items belong to the patron, the
at
www.lib.uoguelph.ca/facilities/
security bag will be retrieved.
Items unclaimed for more than noparking.c6n. For more informa30 days will be treated as losl and tion, co ntact Bertrand at Ext. 53359
found and disposed of in accordance or kbertran@uoguelph.ca, Helen
Salmon at Ext. 52121 or hsalmon@
with established procedures.
uoguelph.ca or Kirk Sprague at Ext.
' 1Jt's hoped that this policy will
ensure that everyone has equal ac· 53602 or ksprague@uoguelph.ca.

Sa01e-Sex Marriage
and 'God's Word'
"The implication that marriage in some way belongs to the religions ignores history. Marriage
as an institution long precedes Christianity and other present-day monotheistic religions."
BY ST AN
Editor's note: This is an abbreviated version of an article by
Prof. Stan R Blecher, a retired pbysidan and U of G professor emeritus of molecular biology and geneda and human
biology. His research expertise ls in the genetics of sexual
development. The full lat of his paper, including source
references, is available on the web al www.

S

uoguelpb.ca/atguelph/06-02-22/marriage/.

EX: As Ethel Merman sang in the Irving Berlin musical
Annie Get Your Gun, sexual attraction is "doin' what
comes naturally." It is not something we learn , nor is it
something we choose. In the language of evolutionary
theory, it is genetically instinctive.
SAME-SEX: Irving Berlin's song referred , of course, to heterosexual attraction. But homosexual and bisexual people also
do "what comes naturally." There are those who claim that homosexuality is a matter of temptation, about which we all have
a choice. The good resist and sinners succumb. But heterosexuaJ people experience no sexuaJ attraction to members of their
own sex and are exclusively attracted
to the opposite sex. For a truly heterosexual person, the notion of
"temptation" is bizarre. Jf same-sex
conlacl were a greater temptation
than opposite-sex for the majority,
the species would have died out Jong
ago, and eons before any organized
religion would have existed ro save
humanity. Those who belong to the
minority segment of the population
that experiences same-sex attraction
do so because of changes (mutations)
in the gen es controlling sexuality. They cannot be taught to be
heterosexual.
In his novel Middlesex, Jeffrey Eugenides gives a fictionalized account of a genetic condition from which science has
learned a lot about sexual orientation. In this condition , affected children a.re genetically male. but at birth their external
sex organs look female. Before the advent of medical genetic
care, these children were raised as girls. But extensive studies
on numerous such children showed that at prepubertal age,
these children identified themselves as boys and demonstrated
heterosexual orientation . This and other research confirms
that sexual orientation is genetic; it cannot be "learned" or
"taughL"
It has been argued that genes for homosexuality would die
out because they would cause sterility. But a gene that causes
sterility can very well be passed on through generations if it is
recessive-i.e., if it affects fertility only when not masked by a
partner dominant gene.
MARRIAGE: ln the debate on secular same-sex marriage,
opponents have often asserted that control of marriage should
be left to the Church. For example, in an article in the Toronto
Star, Father Alphonse de Valk, citing the book of Genesis,
stated that "marriage was ordained by God" ("God blessed
them, and God said to them: 'Be fruitful and multiply"') .
The implication that marriage in some way belongs to the
religions ignores history. Marriage as an institution long precedes Christianity and other present-day monotheistic religions. Long-term pair bonding for mutual sexual fulfilment,
companionship, support and nurturing of children - if and
when these appeared- arose at the dawn of human evolution .
Societal marital rituals developed as society evolved. ln the
19th century, the San people ("Bushmen") of the South African
Kalahari Desert, still living a Stone Age hunter- gatherer
existence wben white explorers fir.st visited Africa, practised a
form of marriage without any assislance from any monotheistic religion.
Father De Valk also wrote: "The family is what distinguishes
man from animal in social culture." This, too, is incorrect. A

R.

BLECHER

precursor of the ''human form" of pair bonding with "family" -type nurturing of offspring is seen in the gibbon. Certainly,
neither gibbons nor primitive prehurnans would understand
the link between sex and reproduction. Pair bonding served the
purpose of nurturing children secondarily. Early formalization
of marriage laws, such as the Sumerian code o n marital responsibility of - 2000 BC, far precedes the origin of the Christian
church.
"GOD'S WORD": It is claimed by some that what is written
in the Bible (and other Scriptures) are the "words" of God,
though few envisage that God wrote these words with his own
hand. Jn fact, the Bible originated as oral tradition, passed on
by word of mouth through untold generations. It was subsequently committed to writing as "books" by numerous authors, initially using primitive, unstandardized aJphabctical
symbols. It has been further translated and edited many times.
The scope for changes. errors, misunderstandings and reinterpretations is clear. To quote from another song from the rich
repertoire of American musicals, this time from the Gershwin

Some insights on homophobia and family values arc offered
in a fascinating book called The Man Jesus Loved by Theodore
W. Jennings Jr., a clergyman and professor of theology. Citing
from the Gospel in the original Greek, Jennings argues that Jesus was sympathetic to homoerotic relationships and that he,
in fact, had such a relationship himself.
With respect to "fam ily values," Jesus was not only
unsupportive of the institution of family, but he also indicated
that it was incompatible with entry into the Kingdom of
Heaven (e.g., Luke 18:29, 12:53 and 14:26). Also, the concept
that marriage and sexuality are ordained for procreation only is
directly contradicted by Paul, who, though opposed to marriage, condones it for sexual release for those who "cannot restrain their desires" (I Corinthians 7:9).
Prime Minister Stephen Harper has pointed out that several
of the major organized religions and some religious and ethnic
minorities are all aligned in vigorous opposition to same-sex
marriage. What is curious about this coalition is that some of
these institutions have traditionally regarded others of them as
heretics. Furthermore, the established religions' traditions include, in
some cases, subjugation of women,
genital mutilation of infants, · ~ hon
our" killing of girls and women, and
forced polygamy imposed on young
girls. Their credibility in the arenas of
sexual and marital ethics is weak.
What is the origin of hOrriOphObia? Homosexuals are, after all, no
real threat to anyone or anything. At
one level, of course, there is the early
religious dogma on the subject, and
minorities are always isolated, but what would have initially
motivated the vicious persecution?
One possibility lies in the ancient tradition of male dominance - the "macho" phenomenon, which decrees that it is a
sign of weakness for a male to appear effeminate. Gay sex is less
"masculine" than straight. ln ancient Greece and Rome, where
male sex with a younger man was condoned, the passive partner was nevertheless often an object of scorn. Historically, punishments of men have often taken the form of emasculation,
either figurative as in the recent Abu Ghraib prison scandal or
literal, to create a figure of ridicule.
Those who state that homosexuals succumb to the temptations "we" all experience presumably experience such "temptations" themselves. Such people, pressured by society or religion
to believe that their same-sex urges are "unnatural" and "evil,"
might deflect suspicion of their own trait by expressing distaste
for it in others. ln popular belief, homophobic people arc often
themselves closeted homosexuals. Recent psychological
research supports this contention.
Adolf Hitler vociferously denounced the evils of homosexuality and sent thousands of homosexuals to torture and death.
As a child, he attended classes at a Benedictine monastery, and
his childhood ambition was to be a priest. A recent well-researched study has unearthed some long-concealed evidence
on Hitler's closet homosexuality. Other prominent homophobic homosexuals or bisexuals probably include Saint Augustine
and Saint John Chrisostom, both famous for their fiery
persecution of homosexuals.
Hitler was just one- and certainly the most evil - of many
famous homosexuals in history. The list includes Leonardo da
Vinci, Michelangelo, Frederick the Great, several popes and
many members of the royal families of Europe. Some were
good, others were not, much as in any group of people.
Over the centuries, the religions have brought solace and
taught peace and good deeds to humanity. their record on sexuality and, in particular, same-sex relations has been less stellar. The opportunity to change direction and get on the right
course is here.

"If same-sex contact were a greater temptation than
opposite-sex for the majority, the species would

have died out long ago, and eons before any organized

religion would have existed to save humanity."
brothers' Porgy and Bess: " It ain't necessarily so; The things you
are li'ble to read in the Bible, It ain't necessarily so."
It is not surprising that there are contradictions between
different "books" within the Bible, and different editions, and
between biblical content and modern scientific fact - knowledge is greater today than it was then. We now know that the
universe was not created in six days; planetary theory was unknown when the Bible was composed. Similarly, homosexuality is not evil; nothing was known of biology either at that time.
As to interpretation, the Bible can be and has historically
been read to encourage not only homophobia but also subjugation of women, slavery, anti-Semitism and apartheid, to mention just a few. God's destruction of Sodom was reinterpreted
in Christian theology as a punishment for homosexuality and
used to legitimiz.e unspeakable cruelty against "sodomites."
But the Bible does not mention homosexuality as a reason for
the destruction of Sodom (Genesis 19:24-25).
Saint Thomas Aquinas condemned homosexuality on the
basis of"natural law" - "what nature has taught all animals."
First, Aquinas said, animals do not practise homosexuality,
hence it is unnatural. Second, sex maybe performed only for its
"final cause," i.e., reproduction. Arguing in this spirit, Father
de Valk also said in his article: "Homosexual activity rages
against God's will" and ''homosexual acts are grave moral aberrations."
But we now know that homosexuality is widespread in hundreds of animal species, specifically including primates and
therewith, most certainly, primitive humans, so if natural law is
relevant to humans, homosexuality is natural and is better explained by genetics than by sin. Also, the final cause of sexual
attraction is arguably not reproduction but pair bonding and
sexual release; marriage develops from this. If one is seeking
unnatural sexual acts to condemn, one might rather turn one's
attention to celibacy and pedophilia.
New York Times columnist Maureen Dowd has commented
that the Bush administration, claiming to be defending Christian values, won a second term in the White House "by mining
homophobia and preaching family values."
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Is There a Doctor Doctor
Doctor in the House?
Medical doctor turned veterinarian pursues D. V.Sc. in zoo medicine

T

BY ANDREW VowLES

in labour
but had developed complications. Helping to monitor the woman in the back
of an ambulance speeding through a
snowstorm toward the hospital in
Charlottetown, P .E.I., Deanna Russell
cringed when a paramedic turned to
her and - in a none-too-subtle voice
- said, "Aren 't you the vet?"
Mock horror fills Russell's face as
she sits back in a booth at the
Scarborough roadhouse that doubles
these days as her study carrel away
from U of G and as her refuelling stop
between regular shifts at the Toronto
Zoo's animal health centre. Laughing
over the recollection, she says the patient probably couldn't hear the comment over the hissing of her oxygen
mask.
The paramedic had it right, although he would have had no idea of
the unintended irony in his question.
Deanna Russell, MD, was indeed a vet
student, too, dividing her time between practising human medicine and
chasing her ultimate dream at the Atlantic Veterinary College.
It was probably inevitable that the paths in her dual-track
11}$ dical career occasic;inally intersected, some~e.s yrith hu-.
morous consequences or even with some complications of their
own- scarcely abated by her decision three yeats ago to pursue
yet another degree at Guelph.
Ask her why she enrolled in her current D.V.Sc. program at
the Ontario Veterinary College, and the medical doctor turned
zoo veterinarian quips: " Because I don't have enough •Doctors'
behind my name." She notes that in protocol-abiding circles in
Germany, where her older brother works as an architect and
where you're introduced by your credentials, " I would be properly introduced as 'Doctor Doctor Doctor Russell. "'
She can laugh now, but there were plenty of tears along the
dual cross-country path Russell has followed for more than two
decades since that long-ago day she enrolled in pre-vet studies
in Alberta. She's collected more than a few degrees, including
on e that might have set her on the road toward a promising surgical career, but she also accumulated more than her share of
rejection form letters from two vet schools. More than once, her
childhood dream looked like just so much fantasy.
"I always wanted to be a vet, since I was four yeats old, " says
Russell, who has also been horse-mad for as long as she can remember. She got her first pony in Calgary at age 10, eventually
riding a hunter all the way to an eighth-place finish at the
Spruce Meadows National Championships in the year she began university. Recalling that childhood craze, she says: "I complained to my mom that I wasn't waking up as a horse."
Now 41, she will be at school for another few months while
she finishes that D.V.Sc. Through her U ofG program in zoo
animal medicine and pathology, she is already spending most of
her time in her dream job as a practising veterinarian at the Toronto Zoo. She works there most days, typically visiting Guelph
once a week to work on pathology cases from the zoo and to
continue lab work on her research project.
Russell is one of two veterinary residents who work with
three full-time staff vets in the animal health centre, the zoo's
in-house version of the Veterinary Teaching Hospital at U ofG.
Visit on any given day, and who knows what tasks might await,
from mending the beak of a violaceous plaintain-eater to monitoring anesthesia during a root canal on a male Sumatran tiger.
"This is such a great job," she says - not least for the often
unexpected real-life lessons that no amount of poring over her
studies in that restaurant booth could prepare her fo r.
Take that serval, an African cat whose broken leg she had set
with a "perfect" splint. Awaking from anesthetic, the animal
HE PATIENT was

morphed into a streaking zigzag catoming off its cage walls.
"We figured that she'd need time to adjust to the splint, but
we didn' t think she'd go ballistic the way she did. We had to
thinlC on our feer and brainstorm how ro handle a panicking
wildcat that already had anesthetic-reversal medications on
board and was therefore difficult to anesthetize again. "
She ended up replacing the splint with a fibregl ass cast.
Then there was the Siberian tiger "cubh - a four-year-old,
240-kilogram knot of fury lunging at the bars while Russell
stood just outside the cage with a blow dart to sedate the animal
for transport. Her wry comment afterward to her co-workers:
"I'm going to have to go change my underwear."
By then, she'd learned something about standing her
ground, not in front of a tiger but before a vet school dean.
Having completed her biology undergraduate degree at the
University of Saskatchewan, she had been granted an interview
to discuss her application to vet school. Admittedly, the
self-professed late bloomer was walking into the dean's office
carrying a less-than-sterling academic record. Russell had begun her studies at the University of Calgary, but after a lengthy
illness in her first year, she had transferred eastward for a fresh

start.
(Maybe her move was also a nod to her roots: Her maternal
great-grandfather, William Rutherford, a 1903 graduate of the
Ontario Agricultural College, was the founding dean of the
University of Saskatchewan agricultural college in 1909.)
Her discussion that day with the vet school dean lasted all of
three minutes. Although much of the encounter is blurred now,
she hasn't forgotten the words he used to explain why he was
turning down her application: "You do not have the intellectual
capacity to be a veterinarian." Russell managed to keep her
composwe in the office, but not much further. '1 fell apart on
the front steps of the vet college."
It was a wound that would take years to heal . She didn' t even
tell her parents about the pain she was carrying around, even as
she found success in medical school. She'd made it in on her
first try in 1991. She finished among the top 10 in her class, not
without applying again to vet school- and adding yet another
rejection fonn letter to her collection.
At Dalhousie Medical School, she showed special promise
during her surgical residency. Her fingers turned out to be as
steady in the operating room as they had been at the classical piano keyboard and on the reins of that show jumper. And despite the 120-how weeks that had her on calJ every other night,
she loved what she was doing - but not enough.
It was while she was on an orthopedic surgery rotation that
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the old conflict resurfaced. She remembers thinking: " I'm really good
at this - and I don't want it."
It would take another two years
before she completed her training and
obtained her medical licence. She
continued to practise while doing her
DVM at the Atlantic Veterinary College. With a wry smile, she says she
even fac ed a struggle to get in there.
She'd been accepted but had deferred
her sta rt date twice while completing
her m edical residency, then was
turned down again when she was
ready to begin. She figures she collected nine rejection letters from two
schools before she entered A VC.
Having practised on both people
and animals, s he confesses that she
prefers the latter - teeth, claws and
all. But there's less separating the two
sides than you might think, she says
- a point that can make for unexpected light moments, as with the
paramedic's remark in the ambulance. Another time, her dual medical
sides got tangled when she praised a
young boy's co-operation in the examining room with the
words: "That's a good pup."
More seriously, sh e voints out that the vractkc \ines ate
blurring anyway. Look at bird Ou for an example ofa zoonotic
illness that has both animal and human disease specialists on
the alert around the globe. Focusing on human health alone
and ignoring ecosystems and animals would be like trying to
use Kleenex to prevent a cold, she says. "By treating the symptoms, you miss so much of the big picture. "
That 's echoed by Prof. Bruce Hunter, Pathobiology, a wildlife disease expert who points to OVC's "one medicine" theme
stressing the links among hwnan, animal and ecosystem health.
"The practice of human medicine is often extremely human-centred and very often doesn 't include the bigger picture."
he says. "Whether it's SARS, avian flu, Ebola virus or BSE, all
these have connections in the environment, wildlife and people.•
Infection between species - albeit from mammals to birds
- is Russell's current research topic at Guelph, where she
works with Prof. Dale Smith, Pathobiology. Russell is studying
a raccoon roundworm that recently killed a number of the Toronto Zoo's rainbow lorikeets. She says preliminary results of
her current trials sbow promise for a preventive medication
taken in the birds' food. (The same patasite Landed a
seven-year-old boy in a Toronto hospital last swnmer in the
first known case of human infection by the roundworm in
Canada.)
This summer, Russell will complete her three-year program
in zoo animal medicine and pathology involving U of G and the
Toronto Zoo. "It's one of the few clinical residencies with training in pathology and zoo medicine," she says, adding that the
program will allow her to pursue certification with the American College of Zoological Medicine.
1n 1984, her U of G supervisor was only the second person to
complete that D.V.Sc. program. This month, Smith visited
Zimbabwe for the second time in two years to help lead a course
in game immobilization for wildlife managers. Russell had considered accompanying her to Africa, but decided she needed to
focus on completing her project here. Besides, she's busy
enough with the zoo animals and with a menagerie at home that
numbers two parrots (a blue-fronted. Amazon and an African
grey), two border collies and two Siamese cats.
After graduation, she hopes to tie together her interests and
experience, perhaps through a career in infectious disease medicine that might straddle epidemiology and public health. "The
options are huge."
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NEUROSCIENCE RESEARCH INSPIRES STUDENTS
In November, I was one of five students who accompanied Prof.
Elena Cholcris, Psychology, ro the
annual Society for Neuroscience
Conference in Washington, an international gathering that drew
31,000 people and featured a range
of bra.in resea rch and a lecture by
the Oalai Lam a. This experience
was extremely memorable and included sharing a laugh with Nobel

Prize Laureate Eric Kand el and see-

ing top neu roscientist Karyn Frick

ofYalc University se t up her poster

jusl four spots down fro m mine.

It's moments like these that

have enriched and differentiated
my undergradu ate experience -

and they're due, in large part, to the
o ppo rtunities fo r research involve-

ment and mentorship that Prof.

Choleris has provided. What's
most impressive, though, is th at
numerous other students have had

great experiences in her lab. In
2005 aJone, 14 undergraduates
trained with her.

Cheryl Cragg has been with this
lab the longest and is currently collaborating with Donald Pfaff of
Rockefeller University on her first
paper - certainly an exciting accomplishment for someone who's
just started M.Sc. studies here at
Guelph .
With Brain Awareness Week set
to run March 13 to 17, it seems
only fitting to highlight the fact
that not only are professors conducting exciting neuroscience research on our ca mpus, but their
work is aJso inspiring underbrraduates and allowing them to make
huge strides in establishing their
own research careers.
Megan Gray
Biological Sciences

•• •

At Guelph welcomes letters to the
editor. They should be limited to
500 words and submitted to
Barbara Chance at b.chance@
exec..uogudph.ca.

Walk This Way
LA students explore ways to redevelop Winegard Walk ·

H

ow TO REVAMP Winegard
Walk was the focu s of an
mtensive 26-hour challenge fac ing a
group of landscape architecture
stud ents Feb. 11 and 12.
Organized by Profs. Maurice
Nclisch er and N ate Perkins, th e
event, tjtled "Legacy Landscapes for
the University of Guelph," gave second- and fo urth-year students a
chance to work together and learn
from each other as they generated
designs and ideas for redeveloping
the wa1kway.
"We were so impressed by the
quality of their work and the students' dedication," says Nelischer.
"They worked in groups using hand
and computer graphics to explore
and present their ideas."
The drawings incorporated a
number of clements, including elabo rate entrances and lighting fixtur es,
gathering places and a caf~ located
betwee n the Mclaughlin Library

and the MacK.innon Building.
'Winegard Wall< is well-travelled, and it's an integral part of our
campus and its history," he says.
"The students recognized that and
provided great suggestions for its enhancement by creating spaaes and
elements that respond to the needs
of students and ref1ect the quality of
our university."
Nancy Sullivan, vice-president
(finan ce and administration), will
invite the students to present their
ideas to Boa rd of Governors' Physi·
cal Resources and Property Committee. She says these ideas could
form the basis of a future fundrai sing campaign to restore and enhance
this key element of the University's
primary walkway system .
"I am extremely grateful to Profs.
Nelischer and Perkins and their students for devoting their time and
creativity to developing ideas to enhance our campus," she says.

STEPHEN GAZZOLA

why it's special to me," he says, noting that he likes to

Manager offacilities plam1ing and design since 2000
For more than a decade, Stephen
Gazzola has been helping local
organizations market their events
by designing promotional materials.
The Macdonald Stewart Art
Centre, tl1e Guelph Arts Council
and the Italian Canadian Club of
Guelph (ICC) have all benefited Step hen Gazzola
from his creativity and ability ro
convey their message visually.
"It takes some tim e to come up with an idea for a
poster o r logo," he says, "but once that's decided, producing it doesn't take long."
Gazzola sits on the board of directors for the ICC and
volunteers during the annual Festival Italiano. Born and
raised in Guelph, he says the festival is an important way
10 maintain strong ties among the Italian community
and the entire city. He enjoys attending with his wife,
Anita, and their children, Jon, Jill and Jayne.
Gazzola is a big hockey fan and took a road trip to
Pittsburgh with his father and brother in November to
support his favourite team - the Philadelphia Flyers.
He says it was great because not only did the Flyers win
but he also caught up witl1 Paul Devorski, an old friend
from Guelph who was one of the game referees.
"We met up after, and in addition to catching up with
Paul, we ended up meeting most of the Flyers by chance,
including general manager and legendary player Bobby
Clarke. I've been a Flyers fun since I was a kid, and it was
unreal. "

GARY PARKIN
Faculty member ir1 _the Departmeut of Land Resource Science since 1997
Prof. Gary Parkin is a hands-on
kind of person, and woodworking
is one of the things he likes to do
best. He's been showing his creative side through the craft for the
past eight years.
"1took some cowses at Conestoga
College
and
became
hooked," he says. "Wood is such Gary Park in
an amazing natural material to
work with. "
He mainly makes small tables and picture frames and
gives them to friend s and family. One of his favourite
creations is a pedestaJ table.
"It was one of the first things I made, so I guess that's

work with bird's-eye m aple.
Away from the workshop, Parkin enjoys getting out
on his motorcycle for day trips or just for a ride after
work when the weather's good. He bought his first motorcycle at age 17 and later sold it to help pay for university.
..It was a H onda 360, and it was a lot of fun. Being on
a motorcycle gives me a real sense of freedom. "
He and his brother are also fixing up an old car that
once belonged to their grandfather.
Parkin likes to spend time at his in-laws' cottage near
Huntsville and heads up there year-round. He admits it
gets pretty cold this time of year, but "it takes only a few
hours to warm up the cottage, and after that, it's just like
home. "

MARISSA PLAMONDON-LU
Third-year sh1dellt in marketing mauagemellt
W hether in the boa rdroom, on the
field or on stage, Marissa
Plamondon- Lu likes to keep
active. In January, she joined the
Central Student Association's
board of directors as a representative of Guelph Queer Equality.
She's also a seasoned member
of the Grypbon rugby team and
Marissa
says participating in varsity athletPlamondon -Lu
ics is a great way to get involved at
the Univer:sity in a non-academic
setting.
" It gives me an opportunity to see another side of
campus life and what school has to offer. It's awesome to
push yourself physically and mentally and to meet new
people. Rugby is a disciplined sport that can teach you a
lot about time management and motivation ."
Off the field, she chalks up her cue on a regular basis.
The student djscount makes Tony's Billiards one of her
favourite spots to hang out o n a Sunday night.
"Pool's just fun, and it's good to be good at it," says
Plamondon-Lu, who adds that people are surprised
when they learn she takes the game so seriously that she
owns her own cue.
Another favourite pas~e i1> p)aying guitar, an~ jamming with frie nds. She recentJy picked up her guitar as
part of this month's campus production of The. Vagina
Monolog11e.s, performing pre-show tunes by Martha
Wainwright and Tegan and Sara.
"It's important to explore your potential, whether it
be through sports or music," she says. "I try to round
myself out."

YOUR
P.REFERRED

Vineland Turns 100

Group
Auto & Home

Centennial celebrations planned throughout 2006

T

Agricultural College's Honicultura1 Experiment Station at Vineland , part of the
Department of Plant Agriculture, is
celebrating its centennial this year
with a series o f special events.
Earlier Lh.is month, OAC kicked
off the anniversary with the launch
of a book called Celebrnting a Century of Success, which documents
I00 years of research, service to
growers and horticultural education
at Vineland . Profits from the sale of
the book, along with private, corporate and grower association donations, will support a scholarship for
master's and doctoral students
whose research is specific to the
HE ONTARIO

needs of the horticultural industry.
The research is to be centred at
Vineland.
Other events planned for the year
include semina rs, grower tours and
discussion sessions. On Aug. 26, an
alumni homecoming will be fo llowed by a community celebration.
The grand finale will be a dinner set
for Jan. 27, 2007.
Once part of the Horticultural
Research Institute of Ontario,
Vineland joined the Department of
Plant Agric;ulture in 1998.
For more information, visit the
website www.uoguelph.ca/vcc2006
or send e-mail to vcc2006@
uoguelph.ca.

INSURANCE
PROGRAM

Call today for a no-obllgatlon quote

Save Up To 50%
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The Heart of Your Home
Art historian studies what Victorian home interiors revealed about same-sex intimacy
BY REBECCA KENIJALL

B

EHINO THE BRICK WALLS

history

professor

This work is part of a book Potvin

of art
John

is writing called Bachelors ofa Different Sort. His first book, Looking Beyond Male Bonding: The New
Chivalry and the Boundaries of
Same-Sex intimacy in Tum-of-theCentury Britain, slated for release

Potvin's Victorian home lies a
glimpse of who he is. Everything
from the freshly painted deep-red
wall that runs a1ong his living room
to the Asian-inspired images that
h an g from it reflects his personality

next year, investigates the representation, culture and spaces of
same-sex intimacy.
In the 19th century, queer identities were understood in only two
ways: legally and medically, says
Potvin, who notes that legal documents and medical reports figure
prominently among the items he's
referencing. One might question the
use of such items in researching art.,
be says, but short of the few photographs, paintings and personal letters he's using, there is little
reference material available.
"I have no other choice but to
look at medicine and law because
those were the things defining the
homosexual. Art history itself has always denied the existence of queerness, so we have to tease out various
components to make sense of that
history. It's very difficult."
By the end of the 19th century,
PHOTO BY GRANT MARTIN
the medical community bad formally defined and identified homo19th-century painter Charles Shan- sexuals and heterosexuals based on
non and his partner, a well-known li- lists of stereotypical traits, and laws
thographer named Charles Ricketts. related to sexual intimacy were being
Shannon and Rickens, who met in passed, be says. Labels were given to
their teens and lived together as a people based on assumptions, and
couple for more than 50 years, certain body language was believed
worked and socialized with an inner to reveal a person's sexuality. ...It was
circle of artists, including Oscar like a 19th-century version of
Wilde, who once commented that 'gaydar."'
Today, we understand sexuality
their home, known as "The Vale,"
was "the one house in London where very differently. be says, and the assumptions and ideals regarding couyou could never be bored."
"I'm exploring how these queer pling and domesticity are being
artists allowed for artistic communi- redefined.
'We are standing on the edge of a
ties and queer communities overall
through the objects, paintings and radically new future in regards to the
spaces they possessed," says Potvin. recognition and legalization of
same-sex unions. and this under"Shannon and Ricketts were hard scores that the nature of living
core collectors and connoisseurs of
arrangements, domesticity and intiGreek and Roman objects and paintings. The public areas of their home macy is as varied as the homes we live
lD
were luxurious and elaborate."

and what makes him comfortable.
H e says all homes transmit messages
about their own ers.
Not surprisingly for an academic,

books are prominently featured in
the decor of Potvin's two-level apart-

ment in the heart of Toronto's old
Cabbagetown neighbourhood, but
as a matter of personal taste, he considers himself to be a minimalist.
"I prefer to have people rather
than things fill up m y space," he says.
'~I am fortunate to have a collection

of good people around me, and I
want those people to be comfortable

in my space. I suppose that's what
my home says about me. I'm a collector of good people."
He pauses for a moment, then
adds: 'Tm very choosy about everything. Every single thing in my
home, regardless of its monetary
value, has been chosen for a reason.
It reminds me of friends or family or
of a particular place or feeling I on ce
had . Everything I own has meaning
to me."
Potvin is able to verbally express
wliat his home says about himself,
but his larger interest in the subject
spans time and place, and he's looking at visual expression to unravel
some of the mystery.
"If people approach art with an
eye for its social and political messages, there is much to be revealed
about society and about ourselves,"
says Potvin, who is studying how the
home interiors among Britain's
19th-century queer community fostered intimacy and how that was expressed artistically.
He will give a lecture on understanding same-sex intimacy through
photographs at the Northeast Mod-

Prof. John Potvin is writing a book called Bachelors ofa Different Sort.
em Language Association 's 37th annual convention to be held March 2
to 5 at Temple University in Philadelphia.
"My an history is p olitically invested ," says Potvin. "PoliticaJ does
not necessarily mean burning a flag;
for me, it's about exploring otherness and discovering, appreciating
and theorizing otherness. Looking at
intimacy within constructed spaces
is just one facet."
A BA graduate in French language and literature from the University of Alberta, he holds an MA
from Carleton University and a PhD
from Queen's. He joined the faculty
of the School of Fine Art and Music
in September 2005. His areas of interest and research include European visual culture, histories and
theories of the body, visual and ma-

terial cultures of masculinity, and visual strategies in feminist, queer and
post-colonial theories.
"The way we view ourselves and
those.around.us, along with the..objects and images that we use to define
ourselves, are heavily influenced by
popular culture, which tluoughout
histo ry has been depicted through
art," says Potvin.
"I have an interest in how queerness was articulated through what
was collected by partners and how
those choices created a sense of community and comfort."
He recently received support
from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and the
Paul Mellon Foundation for British
Art to continue his research.
He is studying a nwnber of
homes, including one shared by

Where Life Began
Chemistry student mimics conditions that may have spawned earliest life on Earth

H

BY ANDREW VOWLES
E' S NO DR. FRANKENSTEIN.

But even if he's not looking to
create life in a test tube, graduate
student Erik Balodis hopes his
experiments in a U of G laboratory
will yield a glimpse inside the
chemical c;rucible that might have
nurtured the earliest sparks of life on
a young Earth.
For his master's degree - begun
this fall in the Department of Chemistry with College of Physical and
Engineering Science dean Peter
Tremaine - Balodis is studying the
physical conditions that may have
existed on the still-barren Earth of
some 3.8 billion years ago. He hopes

his work will yield d ues about> how sor's third-floor lab in the
those conditions may have led to MacNaughton Building.
"The chemistry of high-temperasome of the earliest life forms.
"It's obviously a very fundamen- ture, high-pressure aqueous environments could have played a role in
tal question," he says.
Noting that scientists disagree the formation of molecules that
about life's origins, Tremaine says might have led to early life forms,"
one idea he and his student are keen says Tremaine.
His lab is equipped to study the
to explore is the theory that life began deep beneath the seas, where chemistry of aqueous systems at the
primitive organisms made energy kinds of C.'l('treme temperature and
not from sunlight but from chemicaJ pressure found in electrical power
reactions - o rganisms much like stations and nuclear reactors and in
those that live today around deep- thermal recovery of heavy oil. Those
same techniques and tools will allow
ocean hydrothermaJ vents.
Re-creatin g the kinds of physical the researchers to mimic the kinds of
and chemical conditions around conditions around hydrothermal
tJiose submarine chimneys is what vents on the sea floor, he says. "Not
Balodis hopes to do in his supervi- many labs are equipped to do that."

AT GUELPH
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Hydrothermal ocean vents exist
where plates on the Earth's crust are
pulling apart, exposing superheated
magma to seawater. Man)' arc in
mid-ocean ridges, or undersea
mountains, including the Juan de
Fuca ridge off western Canada.
At the vents, temperatures reach
as high as 400 C. Enormous press ures at that depth keep the water in
liquid form. Scientists guiding remote submersibles to these "black
smokers" have found organisms living in the harsh chemicaJ stew, from
primitive bacteria that use chemical
energy to species of worms.
Far from the ocean floor, the experimental apparatus in Tremaine's
lab includes high-precision instru-
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ments to determine properties of
aqueous solutions under extreme
conditions. Balodis will mix various
chemicals, minerals and organic
molecules and subject the mixtures
to high temperature and pressw e,
then will use chromatography to
compare
"before and
after''
chemistry in the vessels.
A key question will be what happens to precursors of nucleic acids,
the molecules that make up genetic
material.
"One of the big questions is what
came before the DNA world," says
Tremaine, explaining that the project may help provide information
about the line between chemistry
and biology.

New Centre Will
Help Strengthen
Ridgetown's Role
in Rural Community
Continued from page 1
programs. The building will house
classrooms, a lecture theatre, an
auditorium, meeting rooms and administrative offices.
The rural development centre
will help strengthen Ridgetown's
role as a leader in the agricultura1
and rwal community, says Paulette
Samson, OAC directo r of advancement.
"The rural community needs our
support," she says, explaining that
the
University
of Guelph's
Ridgetown, Kemptville and Alfred
campuses help ensure the health of
people and livestock animals across
Ontario.
"Our role is even more critical
and important," says Pitblado. From
providing food to ensuring safety of
water supplies, rural communities
face new challenges that affect rural
and urban dwellers alike, he says.
"This is an opportunity for this campw to continue exerting a developmental and positive influence in
rural communities."
The new facility will offer additional space for Ridgetown's existing
programs and occasional indwtry
conferences, notably the Southwest
AgrkuJtural Conference, which
draws about 1,200 people to the
town each winter.
The campus offers diploma programs in agriculture, environmental
management (introduced in 2003).
horticulture and veterinary technology, as well as certificate training in
veterinary medical office administtation and landscape management.
Some 500 students attend
Ridgetown; last spring saw the college's largest graduating class ever,
says Pitblado.

The centre will also provide a
venue for the bachelor of
bioresource management degree
program, set to begin in September.
That four-year program, to be deliv-

ered through the Ridgetown and
Guelph campuses, will teach students the science and business of
horticulture management and environmental management.
"We have been tremendously
fortunate to have garnered the support of so many aJumnj, agribusiness organizations and friends of

Where Are You Now?
If you can identify where this photo was taken on campus, you will have your name entered In a draw to be
held at the end of the semester for a $50 gift certificate donated by the U of G Bookstore. Anyone who
submits the right answer by Feb. 24 at 4:45 p.m. Is eligible for the draw. Send your response to
r.kendall@exec.uoguelph.ca or call Ext. 56982. The only person to correctly report that the Feb. 8 photo was
of artwork that hangs in the south stairwell of the Thornbrough Building was Mary Leunissen of the School of

R.idgetown College campus to allow
this construction process to begin,"

says Ken Monteith, a R.idgetown
graduate and chair of the S I-million

campaign.
Adds Bruce Magee, corporate

Engineering.

campaign chair: "It was an easy task
to engage agribusiness in supporting

Giuliani Award to Be Presented

such
worthwhile
project.
Ridgetown is instrumental in developing young men and women who
will enter into production agriculture or agribusiness careers."
Pitblado, a faculty member for 34
years, says Ridgetown's research and
training continue to benefit many
farming gTads. For exampl~ a sprayat
ing
program
developed
Ridgetown for controlling pests in
processing vegetables is saving
money for growers and is more environmentally friendly.
"Supporting the fundraising
campaign for the rural development
centre is one way they can maintain
those activities." he says.
The centre is named for the late
Rudy H. Brown, a Ridgetown graduate and longtime staff member who
helped lead the planning for the
facility.

Continued from page 1
courtyard. A number of organizations and agencies, including the
Canadian lnstitute for the Blind, the
United Way and Guelph.Services for
People With Disabilities, will be on
hand to provide information about
their services. They will also be recruiting new volunteers for their
programs.
O n March 6. a discussion about
living with mental health issues will
be held from S to 7 p.m. in Room
441 of the UC.
" An estimated 20 per cent of Canadians live with mental health issues, and these disabilities are
misunderstood by most people,"
says Wheeler.

MONTESSORI
SCHOOL OF WELLINGTON

PHOTO BY REBECCA KENDALL

established 1996

Preparing
Tomorrow's
leaders

02

On March 8, Teaching Su pport
Services (TSS) is running t\vo workshops designed for faculty and
instructional staff.. 'the sessions will
focus on "Implementing Universal
Lnstructional Design: Faculty Support and Success Strategies" and
learning disabilities and adaptive
technology. Registration for the
workshops is required. For more details, visit the TSS website at
www.tss.uoguelpb.ca.
The week's events continue
March 9 with a discussion of ableism
and anti-oppression from S to 7 p.m.
in Room 335 of the UC.
The week wraps up March 10
with a session on "Overcoming Adversity" from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Arboretum Centre. Guest speaker is
Rev. Stephanie McClellan, a 1996 U
of G graduate who developed rheumatoid arthritis in her second year at
Guelph.
McClellan co-founded the U ofG

Full & Half Day Programs For 2 1/2 To 6 Yrs
Government Licensed
Suffolk St
Qualified Montessort Teachers
,;:
Alter School Program To 6pm
~
Reading, Wrtting, Math & Life Skills
~
~
French, Music, Art & Physical Education
Liverpool ;z
Small Class Sizes

For information about
paid advertising in At Guelph,
contact Scott Anderson at 827-9169 or
theandersondifference@rogers.com.
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68 Suffolk Street W est,
Guelph N1H 2J2

Travel Tools -

Recreation Equity Club, a group that
promotes access to athletic programs for people with disabilities.
She was also the first woman with a
disability to hand-cycle from Vancouver to Halifax. She made the trip
to promote awareness of people living with disabilities and to raise
money to make churches physically
accessible to everyone.
McClellan's address will be followed by the presentation of the
Tara Lynn Giuliani Memorial
Award. Tara Lynn Giuliani was a
Guelph student who lost her sight a
few years before dying at age 25 from
juvenile diabetes. Her family established the $500 award in 1995 for
students who have a disability, demonstrate financial need, have significant academic standing and are
involved in extracurricular activities
and volunteer work. Preference is
given to students with a visual impairment.

{519} 821 5876
-

www.montessori-school.ca
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CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
Kenmore side-by-side 25.6-cubicfoot fridge, Kenmore smooth-top
convection self-deaning range with
bridge element and matc;hing overthe-range microwave, Hotpoint
dishwasher, all black and less than
three years old; glass and metal
kitchen table with four upholstered
chairs; maple and white kitchen
table with built-in leaf and four
Windsor-style chairs; Lennox oil
furnace, five years old, Tigerloop
included, Ext. 56204 or lsouthwe@
uoguelph.ca.
Space bags, all sizes; Homedics foot
bath with heat and acupressure;
Pilates workout bands with book;
Bissell carpet cleaner, everything in
mint condition, 837-4378.

1999 Pathfinder Chilkoot, fourwheel drive, silver, 172,000 km, Ext.
52518, 837-8719 or KRJ@physics.
uoguelph.ca.

Solid oak Roxton kitchen table,
round/oval with four chairs, excellent condition, rzytner@uoguelph.
ca.
Five-channel JVC surround-sound
stereo amplifier, 80 watts, two
Luxman speakers, three JVC centre
and surround-sound speakers;
Hewlett-Packard Scanjet 2300C
scanner, software and literature
included; Mark, 848-3441 after 6
p.m. or mddennis@uoguelph.ca.
Peg Perego baby stroller, excellent
condition, 821-2524 or wdickins@
uoguelph.ca.

Wall unit, 48\0 by 54 by 15'h inches,
with doors and open shelving; white
GE refrigerator, excellent condition;

large office desk; office chairs on
casters; round kitchen table with
four chairs; round pedestal table
with two drop leaves; end table;
choice of two speaker sets, Ex;t.
53561or821-5412.

Stone farmhouse in Eramosa Township, four + spacious bedrooms,
fenced yard, beautiful setting, $1,200
a month plus heat and hydro, 8569294.

WANTED

FOR RENT
Two-bedroom apartment, Hanlon/
Stone Road area, $1 ,200 a month
plus utilities, Ext. 52518, 837-8719
or KRJ@physics.uoguelph.ca.
Two-bedroom
1,000-square-foot
apartment on Speed River Park,
dose to downtown and campus,
available May I to Aug. 30, 2006,
price negotiable, utilities included,
Rea or Tracy, 822-2084.
Room in two-bedroom townhouse
at College Avenue family housing
complex, suitable for responsible
person who likes dogs, carpeted,
electric heat, available April 1, $469 a
month
inclusive,
fsalazar@
uoguelph.ca.

Cat sitter to live with two affectionate
cats in two-bedroom townhouse for
March break and/or all of July 2006,
free board and will pay $100 a week,
close to Stone Road Mall and bus
route, Internet, satellite, Lea or
James, Ext. 54873, 827-0261 or
berrangl@uoguelph.ca.
Pasture for beef cattle, l 0 acres or
more, terms negotiable depending
on fence, water, supervision, 519846-6292 or cmader@uoguelph.ca.

AVAILABLE
Osteopathic treatments for adults
and children by qualified practitioner, close to campus, Karen,
519-546-6262 or 787-0098.

Furnished one-bedroom apartment
in southwest Paris, France, shortterm rental; furnished two-bedroom
holiday home in Antibes on French
Riviera, weekly or monthly, Nicole,
836-6745 or fnmoll@rogers.com.

r ·rr
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Find Out What Your
Home ls Worth Online
visit the website:
GuelpbHomeBvaluation.com
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Distress Sale

l

visit the website:
GuelphDistressSaleHomes.com

I

Poster printing, mounting and lamination
Coroplast Signs, Banners and Vinyl Decals
Graphic Design and Illustrations
Exhibit I Trade Show Design and Fabrication

Ext 58031/Email. mfo@cllcks1gns ca

www.cllcks1gns c

lnml.Miil)i;j

Campus Hardware Limited

1027 Gordon Street
Guelph. Ontario Nl C 4Xl
Tel. (519) 836-3721

Fax (S"l 9) 83&-5664

Helen Maciag

Pianos. books,

218-A Vlctala Rd . S.
Guel~. exit.

NlE5Rl

fax: 519.836.9474
lesson line: 51 9.716.4792

Little Readers Are Future Leaders

The road of learning to leading starts at Little Readers
Academy. Oxford Leaming offers special funfilled
educational programs for Preschoolers. Age 3-6 years.
Morning and noon sessions available.

I'

Oxford Learning
511 Edinburgh Road S. , Guelph
519-826-5365
www.oxfordleaming.com
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RE/MAX
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(519)1i!-~

Fax (519) 111-7110
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. . . . - - - - GOURMET MARKET-----.
Fresh from our •ltehen •••

HOT TAKE-OUT SUPPERS

• Potato-Leek Phyllo Rolls • Moroccan Lemon Chicken
• Black Bean Burritos • Vegetarian Chlfl

STOREMADE SOUPS

• Carrot & Diii • Roosted Garlic & Potato
• Creamy Autumn HaTVest Vegetable• Tuscan J Bean

"Fat food toe• eourmet"

GUELPH POULTRY MARKET
Mon.-Wed. 9-7
lhurs.-Frt. 9-8
Sal
....
Sun.
Closed

Kortright just off the Hanlon
570 Kortright Plaza

763-2284

** Repair ••

**

Renovate

-

*'*

Whatever Your Project

Make It Happen!!

The How-To People.
55 Daws on Road
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EVENTS
ARBORETUM
The Theatre in the Trees production
of Neil Simon's Last of the Red Hot
Lovus runs Saturdays until April 29.
Dinner is at 6:30 p.m.; showtime is 8
p.m. Cost is $53. To order tickets,
call Ext. 54110.
Horticulturist Sean Fox offers a
half-day workshop on "The Art and
Practice of Pruning" next month.
Three sessions are being offered March 21, 22 or 23- from 1to 4:30
p.m. Cost is $30. The deadline for
registration and payment is March 7.

ART CENTRE
The Macdonald Stewart Art Centre
presents artists Mary Anne
Barkhouse and Michael Belmore
talking about their careers March 6
at 2:30 p.m .

CONCERTS
The School of Fine Art and Music's
noon-hour conce.rt series continues
March 2 with Ross Osmun on piano
and March 9 with the Abstract Truth
featuring Bill Dixon on trumpet and
Bruce MacColl on com et, trombone
and drums. The concerts are held in
MacKinnon 107.
Siren, U of G's women's choir, conducted by Prof. Marta McCarthy,
and the Brock University Women's
Choir present "The Magic of Melody" March 4 at 7:30 p.m. at Harcourt United Church. Cost is $10.
For advance tickets, call Ext. 54377
or send e-mail to mmccarth@
uoguclph.ca.

FILM
"Docurama," a free film series
hosted by the McLaughlin Library
and the Central Student Association,
continues March 2 with Murdu Ball
and March 9 with The Grace Lee Project. The films begin at 7 p.m . in
Thornbrough 1200.
U of G's "Beyond Hollywood" film
series presents Cnia Macka, Beli
Macor(Black Cat, White Cat). a 1998
Romany/CzechJGerman film by
Emir Kusturica March 5. On March
12, the featured presentation is the
1968/1 988 U.S.S.R. film Commissar
by Alexandr Askoldov. The films
begin at 7 p.m. in the McLaughlin
Library's Florence Partridge Room;
doors open at 6:30 p.m .

LECTURES
The French studies program hosts
lectures on literature by Quebec
writer Marie-Celie Agnant Feb. 28 at
11 :30 a.m. in MacKinnon 309 and
March 2 at 8:30 a.m. in MacK.innon
305. Everyone is welcome.
OAC's public lecture series continues March I with Paul Robertson,
superintendent of the Victoria Golf
Course in British Columbia. He will

discuss "Turf Management in an
Extreme Environment" at 5:30 p.m.
in ovc 1714.
The Department of History and the
Scottish studies program present
Eileen Yeo, director of the University of Strathclyde Centre in Gender
Studies, March 3 at 2 p.m. in the
OAC Boardroom, Johnston Hall.
She will discuss "Tea for Two and
Rival Town Halls in the Second City
of the Empire 1880- 1914."
The Multi-Faith Resource Team
hosts a free talk by Cristina Vanin of
St. Jerome's University in Waterloo,
author of Ecofemiuist Theology:
Choosing Life for A1" March 2 at 7
p.m. in UC 103. Her topic is ''A
Healthy Planet: Does Religion Have
Anything to Offer?"
Toronto's Centre for Spirituality at
Work presents Gary Gradley, a
founding partner of the Delta Synergy Group, discussing ''Success at
Work: Choosing Love Over Fear"
March 2 at 7:30 p.m. in UC 442. Cost
is $30 until Feb. 24, $40 afterwards.
To register, send an e-mail to
info@SpiritualityAtWork.org.
Cynthia Cornacchio of Wilfrid
Lauricr University will give a talk in
the Department of History March 6
at 12:30 p.m. in MacKinnon 117.
Her topic is "The Dominion of
Youth: Towards a Historical Understanding ofGeneration and Nation."

NOTICES
The Stress Management and High
Performance Clinic is offering a program on managing headaches beginning March 8. The four-session program meets Wednesdays from 7:30
to 9 p.m. in UC 335. For more information, pick up a pamphlet at the
Information Desk on UC Level 1,
leave a message at Ext. 52662 or visit
www.uoguelph.ca/-ksomers.
An interdenominational service to
celebrate Ash Wednesday will be
held March l at 12:30 p.m. in Peter
Clark Hall. Everyone is welcome.
A fundraising vertical march will be
held March 5 in support of WEEP
(Wildlife Education and Environmental Programs), a new non-profit
organization designed to educate the
public about ecosystems, environment and the human impact on
wild.life and wild spaces. WEEP is an
expansion and redirection of the
OVC Wild Bird Clinic's outreach
programs. The march will involve
climbing the stairs ofevery residence
on campus. It begins at 1 p.m. in
front of Creelman Hall. For more
information, contact Jenn Bock at
jbock@uoguelph.ca.
An information session about the

Ontario Centres of Excellence's
Centre for Energy will be held March
9 from 3 to 5 p.m. in MacK.innon
237. To attend, RSVP to Haridoss

Sarma, technology transfer manager
in the Office of Research, at Ext.
53503 or hsarma@uoguelph.ca.

SEMINARS
The microbiology graduate student
seminar series continues Feb. 24
with Balpreet Vinepal discussing
"Substrate Binding to the H and R
Sites of the P-glycoprotein Multidrug Transporter." On March 3,
Rob Quinn presents "Non-Lethal
Sampling and Molecular Epidemiology of Aeromonas salmoriicida." The
seminars begin at 12:30 p.m. in Animal Science and Nutrition 156.
The rural studies program presents
Prof. Farokh Afshar, Environmental
Design and Rural Development, discussing "Exploring the Frontiers of
International Development: Countries of the North, Well-Being, Spirituality and Contemplation" Feb. 27
at lO a.m. in Landscape Architecture
125.
David Gin of the University of Illinois is guest speaker in the Department of Chemistry seminar series
Feb. 28 at 2 p.m. in MacNaughton
222. His topic is "Exploring Strategies for the Synthesis of Carbohydrate lmmunostimulants and Bioactive Alkaloids."
The Department of Integrative Biology's seminar series features Robert
Jefferies of the University ofToronto
considering "The Embarrassment of
Riches - Calling the Sorcerer's
Apprentice to Order: Studies of Arctic Geese" Feb. 28. Guest speaker
March 7 is Steve Perry ofthe University of Ottawa. The seminars arc at
3:30 p.m. in Axelrod 265A.
"High-Energy Neutrino Astronomy:
Towards Kilometre-Scale Neutrino
Observations" is the topic of Francis
Halzen of the University of Wisconsin-Madison in the Department of
Physics seminar series Feb. 28. John
Becker of Lawrence Livermore
National Library in California
speaks March 7. The seminars begin
at 4 p.m. in MacNaughton 101.
The Behaviour and Welfare
Research Group presents Hanno
Wuerbel of the University of Giessen
in Switzerland March I at 4:30 p.m.
in OVC 1715. The topic is "Creature
Comforts: Effects of Housing Conditions on the Welfare of Experimental Animals and the Validity of
Animal Experiments."
Next up in the Department of
Pathobiology seminar series is Prof.
John Prescott discussing "Spiralling
Out of Control: The Resurgence of
Canine Leptospirosis in Canada"
March 3. On March I 0, the topic is
"Peyer's Patches: Po rtals of Entry
and Havens of Refuge" with Philip
Griebel of the Vaccine and Infectious Disease Organization in
Saskatoon. The talks begin at 2 p.m.
in Pathobiology 2106.

The Department of Philosophy
presents Catherine Wilson of the
City University of New York exploring "History of Early Modern Philosophf' March 3 at 3:30 p.m . in
MacKinnon 120.
U of G's Canadian Research Institute for Food Safety is among the
sponsors of a food-safety seminar
slated for March 8 at 10 a.m. in conference rooms 1 and 2 of the
OMAFRA building. Prof: Sva Nagy,
Pathobiology, will discuss "Avian
Influenza Virus: A Persistent
Enemy."
'" ! Was So Embarrassed:' An Exploration of the Guilty-by-Association
Effect" is the topic of Prof. Ian
Newby-Clark, Psychology, in the
Cognitive Science Group's seminar
series March 8 at 3:30 p.m. in
MacK.innon 231.

The Department of Psychology
hosts a talk by Mary-Lou Smith of
the University of Toronto (Erindale)
March 10 at 1 p.m . in MacK.innon
236. Her topic is '"I Forget Things':
Impact of Intractable Epilepsy on
Memory in Children."

TEACHING SUPPORT
Teaching Support Services' series on
"Photoshop Tidbits" continues with
sessions on masks March l and colour March 15. On March 9, faculty
and instructional staff are invited to
join Raoul Arreola of the University
ofTennessee in the interactive audio
conference "Student Ratings: Their
Design, Construction and Use."
Also on March 9, the TA discussion
series focuses on exam invigilation.
For complete details and online registration, visit www.tss.uoguelph.ca.
If you have questions, call Mary
Nairn at Ext. 5357 1.

THESIS DEFENCES
The final examination of Liang Liao,
a PhD candidate in the Department
of Chemistry, is Feb. 28 at 9 a.m. in
MacNaughton 318. The thesis is
"Synthesis and Conformation Analysis of le' Analogues En Route to the
Synthesis of Le'Le' Neoglycoprotein." The adviser is Prof. FranceIsabelle Auzanneau.
The final examination of PhD candidate Jose Jaramillo-Villanueva,
Agricultural Economics and Business, is March 3 at 2:45 p.m. in
Macl.achlan 107. The thesis is
"Exchange-Rate Movements and
Mexico-U.S. Agri-Food Trade: A
Cointegration
Analysis."
The
adviser is Prof. Rakhal Sarker.
The final examination of Yolanda
Wiersma, a PhD candidate in the
Department of Integrative Biology,
is March 8 at 2 p.m. in Axelrod 265A.
The thesis is "Diversity Patterns and
Design of Protected Areas in Canada." The adviser is Prof. Tom
Nudds.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
The 11th annual Wyndham House
Dream Auction and Gala is March 4
at Harpo's Banquet Hall. A silent
auction begins at 7 p.m., with a live
auction at 9:30 p.m. Rafile tickets arc
also available for a chance to win a
trip for two to New York. For tickets,
call Carla Bradshaw at Ext. 56657.
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Guelph
hosts the 31st annual Bowl for Kids'
Sake March 24 to 28 at Woodlawn
Bowl. The organiz.ation is looking
for teams of four to six people to
participate in the fundraising event.
This year's goal is $68,000. To register a team, call 824-5 154. For more
information, visit the website www.
bigbrothersbigsisters.guelph.org.
The Guelph Concert Band presents
"Lights! Camera! Action! Hit Music
From the Big Screen" March 12 at 3
p.m. at the River Run Centre. Prizes
will be awarded for best movie character costume. For tickets, call
763-3000 or visit www.rivemm.ca.
The Canadian Federation of University Women/Guelph invites nonmembers to a public information
meeting Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m. at St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church.
Guest speakers are Guelph's chief
librarian, Norm McLeod, and James
Bonk, CEO of the YMCA-YWCA.
The Wellington County branch of
the Ontario Genealogical Society
meets Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. at 125 Harris
St. Guest speaker Elinor Knight will
discuss preparations to make before
going to a research centre.
The newly formed Royal City Men's
Club for retirees holds its first meeting Feb. 23 at 10 a.m . at Trinity
United Church. For more details,
contact Ron Usbome at 821-5445 or
mrusbome@sympatico.ca.
A support group for people with alopccia (hair loss) is being started in
Guelph. For information, leave a
m essage at 763-9093.
The BME Church and the Methodists' Club host a Black. History
Month celebration Feb. 26 at 3:30
p.m . at 83 Essex St.
The Unitarian Service Committee
(USC) Canada's annual fundraising
dinner is March 6 at 6:30 p.m . at the
Eiour Seasons Restaurant. Prof. Sally
Humphries, Sociology and Anthropology, will discuss her work in
Honduras. For reservations, call
Anne Shute at 821-3833. On March
5, the Unitarian Congregation of
Guelph hosts its annual USC Canada
Sunday service, this year featuring
Beatriz Oliver, program officer for
West Africa for USC Canada's Seeds
of Survival program. She will discuss
"Food Sovereignty and Diversity:
Stories From the Recent Seed Caravan in Mali." The service begins at
10:30 a.m. at 1'22 Harris St.

