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Campaign Launched at 71°/o of $75-Million Target 
U of G unveils its most ambitious fundraising endeavour ever 

SHOWING their outstanding 
support for the vision and 

goals of U of G, members of the 
University community - faculty, 
staff, students, retirees, senators, 
governors and trustees - have 
collectively contributed $4.6 million 
to Tlie Campaign for tl1e University of 
Guelph, which was launched publicly 
May 11 with an announcement that 
$53.5 million of the $75-million goal 
has already been raised. 

Funds raised by the campus com-
munity wilJ be used to support three 
goals: to continue to att ract the finest 
students; to continue to attraot and 
retain the most talented faculty and 
staff. and to provide students, faculty 
and staff with the best facilities in 
which to learn, conduct research, 
work and live. 

The Campaign for the University 
of Guelph, U of G's most ambitious 
fundraising endeavour ever, was un-
veiled at a special luncheon attended 
by members of the University com-
munity, as well as members of 
Guelph's "extended family" of 
alumni, friends and external sup-
porters. 

These included campaign chair 
David Kassie, chair of CIBC World 
Markets; Board of Governors chair 
and campaign cabinet member 
Simon Cooper, president of the 
Ritz-Carleton Hotel Company; and 
chancellor Lincoln Alexander. (See 
pages 6 and 7 for photos of the 
event.) 

"This campaign will enable 
Guelph to sustain its excellent repu-
tation and to carry on its proud leg-
acy of teaching and research that 
make a difference in the world," said 
president Mordechai Rozanski at the 
launch. ''The campaign is about 'The 
Science of Life and the Art of Living' 

Graduating fine art student Rebecca Wood poses in front of the College 
of Arts campaign banner bearing her photo. Similar banners for each of 
Guelph's colleges are prominently displayed across campus to mark the 
official launch of The Campaign for the University of Guelph. 

and advances our vision, which seeks 
to make Guelph a global leader in a 
world of new knowledge and perpet-
ual innovation." 

Kassie paid special tribute to 
Guelph students for their support of 
the campaign. Students have con-
tributed $1.3 million towards build-
ing the Gryphon Dome and another 
$600,000 to establish an endowment 
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that will support students in need. 
" I commend the students for 

their initiative, their commitment 
and their passion for the future," 
said Kassie. "They are our next gen-
eration of leaders and our hope for 
the future." 

The campaign's official launch 
brings public recognition to a fund-
raising effort that began with a S I-

million gift from Peter and Sandra 
Hannam. As of May l l, the total of 
gifts and pledges had reached more 
than 71 per cent of the target. 

Other significant gifts announced 
at the launch were: 

$2 million from George 
Jackowski, parent of U of G stu-
dent Rachelle Jackowski and 
chair, director and chief scientific 
officer of SYN-X Pharma Inc., to 
fund innovative research in life 
sciences and other new immuno-
chemical technologies; 

$ l.8 million from Dairy Farmers 
of Ontario supporting numerous 
dairy research projects; 

S l million from the Canadian Im-
perial Bank of Commerce towards 
the new science complex; 

$ 1 million from Anne and Bill 
Brock, chair of the board of U of 
G's Heritage Trust, for the estab-
lishment of a major new 
doctoral-level .scholarship; 

$750,000 from the Scottish Stud-
ies Foundation towards the crea-
tion of a Chair in Scottish Studies, 
the first such chair in North 
America; 

$500,000 from the U of G Alumni 
Association towards the new 
classroom comple.."t; 

$450,000 from a fundraising event 
that created an endowment for the 
Lincoln Alexander Chancellor's 
Scholarships, which are dedicated 
to student accessibility and diver-
sity; 

$250,000 from Novartis Animal 
Health in support of the Ontario 
Veterinary College's Small-
Animal Clinic; and 
$100,000 from Cooper towards 
the expansion and renovation of 

the teaching restaurant in the 
School of Hotel and Food Admin-
istration. 
Rob Mclaughlin, vice-president 

(alumni affairs and development), 
said after the launch that the cam-
paign will now kick into high gear. 

"Not only will we continue to 
work on securing more six- and 
seven-figure gifts for our campaign 
priority projects, but we will also be-
gin to approach our alumni, friends 
and student parents for their sup-
port. In the fuU, you can expect that 
our Annual Fund appeals will have a 
campaign focus and that class reun-
ion committees wilJ be encouraging 
their classmates to support the sci-
ence and classroom complexes, the 
School of Hotel and Food Admin-
istration expansion, the Scottfah 
Studies Chair and student scholar-
ships, among other projects." 

Mclaughlin a1so noted that there 
will be more gift announcements in 
the months ahead. 

"There were a dozen gifts an-
nounced at the launch. We believe 
we will have at least that many more 
to announce in 2002. Campaign mo-
mentum is building, and we intend 
to sustain that intensity and excite-
ment to our goal and beyond." 

Rozanski added that he fully ex-
pects the University to achieve its 
$75-million target in che next year 
and perhaps exceed it. 

" I congratulate and thank all 
member:, of the U of G community, 
as weU as our generous donors and 
volunteers, for their tremendous 
support of this great university and 
its bright future:' he said. 

For more information about the 
campaign, visit the Web site W'IVW. 

Uoguelph.ca/campaign. 

BY SUZANNE SOTO 

Thornbrough Addition Wins National Award 
Medal recognizes outstanding achievement by a Canadian architect 

THE A LBERT A. Thornbrough 
Building addition has received a 

2002 Governor General's Medal in 
Architec;ture. 

The 35,000-square-foot addition, 
which opened in September 2000 
and was designed by Toronto arohi-
tect Stephen Teeple, was one of 12 
bu ildings honoured. Medals will be 
presented to the architects of the 
winning projects May 23 by Gover-
nor General Adrienne Clarkson. 

"We are very pleased that our 
state-of-the-art engineering and 

computing centre has received this 
prestigious award," says provosr 
Alastair Summerlee. "It is an honour 
for the architect and for our entire 
University community, which was 
involved in the addition's design. 11 
emphasizes functional space both 
within and around the building and 
provides a physical link between our 
engineering and computing and in-
formation sciences programs, allow-
ing us to capitalize on existing and 
potential synergies." 

The Thornbrough addition en-

abled the University to more than 
double its undergraduate enrolment 
and double its graduate enrolment 
in a range of high-demand, innova-
tive programs in biological and envi-
ronmental engineering and 
advanced computing. The two-
s lorey structure houses high-tech 
computer facilitie.s, laboratories and 
a lecture the.:itre and is adjacent to 
outdoor courtyard spaces. The 
building was supported by a $9.4-
million investment from the Minis-
try o f Training, Colleges and Univer-
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sities through its Access to 
Opportunities Program and from 
Hewlett-Packard (Canada) Ltd. 

The Governor General's Medals 
in Architecture were created by the 
RoyaJ Architeclural Institute of Can-
ada, which represents some 3,000 ar-
chitects in Canada. The medals 
recognize outstanding achievement 
in recen1ly built projects by Cana-
dian architects. The awards are 
jointly administered with the Can-
ada Council for the Arts, which over-
sees more than 100 prizes and 

fellowships in the arts, humanities, 
social sciences, natural sciences, 
health and engineering. 

The Thornbrough Building, first 
opened in June of 1973, was named 
in honour of Albert A. Thorn-
brough, tben vice-chair of the Uni-
versity's Board of Governo rs and 
president of Massey Ferguson Ltd., 
who donated a significant portion of 
lhe funding for the construction of 
the original building. 

BY LORI BONA HUNT 
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REPORT 
Government's Support for Post-Secondary Education Heartening 

PRESIDENT MORDECHAI ROZANSKI told the May 14 
meeting of Senate that Ontario universities were 

heartened by the provincial government's expression of 
support for post-secondary education shown in the 
May 9 speech h orn the throne. 

universities accommodate higher-than-expected stu-
dent demand, Rozanski said. 'fhe speeoh also indicated 
that both the Ontario Student Opportunity Trust Fund 
for students in financial need and the Learning Oppor-
tunities Program for students with learning disabilities 
would be enhanced. The president added that Ontario 
universities would continue their advocacy efforts to 
improve quality in the system and address the issue of 
deferred maintenance. 

The speech, and comments made to the press the 
day after by Dianne Cunningham, minister of training, 
colleges and universities, reaffirmed the government's 
commitment to providing further resources to help 

U of G itself had good news to 
report, the pres ident added. On 
May 11 1 the University publicly 
launched its $75-million fundrais-
ing campaign - whose theme is 
"The Science of Life and the Art of 
Living" - with the great news that 
the campaign has already raised 7 1 
per cent of its target (see story on 
page t ). 

'Fhe president said he was also 
pleased to report that construction 
is going well on U of G's new class-
room complex and the University 
of Guelph-Humber building in 
Etobicoke, and that the new science 
complex is coming up for approval 
at the next Board of Governors 
meeting. 

"News about the province's ad-
ditional funding in support of 
growth has given us the confidence 
we were seeking to move fon'lard 
with our multi-year enrolment 
plan , both at the Guelph campus 
and the University of Guelph-
Humber," he said. 

RESTRUCTURING APPROVED 
Senators approved a proposal 

from the Board of Undergraduate 
Studies to restructure the diploma 
program in the Ontario Agricul-
tural College, with the goal of creat-
ing a consolidated network ofOAC 

Christopher Brown of the College 
of Veterinary Medicine at Iowa 
State University has been appointed 
chair of the Department of Clinical 
Studies, effective Aug. 1. 

Karyn Freedman of tbe Univer-
sity of Toronto will join the Depart-
ment of Philosophy as an assistant 
professor Ju1y L 

Prof. Michael Hoy will serve as 
acting chair of the Department of 
Economics from May 24, 2002, to 
June 30, 2003. 

Prof. Patrick Holland, r.itera-
tures and Performance Studies in 
English, has been named acting as-
sociate dean of arts and social sci-
ences effective May l to Dec. 31, 
2002. 

campuses to enhance skills training 
of students in the agriculture and 
food secto rs. The new net\vork 
would eliminate duplication of of-
ferings among OAC and its satellite 
campuses, increase opportunities 
fo r academically qualified students 
at any campus to transfer from the 
associate diploma to the degree 
programs, align and localize teach-
ing with research strengths, and of-
fer new and targeted diplomas in a 
number of areas, including turf and 
landscape management and food 
nutrition and risk. (Watch for a re-
port on OAC's strategic plan in an 
upcoming issue of @Guelph.) 

In the B.Comm. program, Sen-
ate endorsed t\'10 articulation 
agreements between the School of 
Hotel and Food Administration 
and Loyalist College in Belleville, 
Ont., and the Atlantic Tourism and 
Hospitality Institute in Charlotte-
town, P.E.J. 

NAME CHANGE FOR SCHOOL 
Senators gave the go-ahead to a 

motion to change the name of, the 
School of Hotel and Food Admin-
istration. It will now be known as 
the School of Hospitality and Tour-
ism Management, to better reflect 
the current and future direction for 
the school and to position it more 

Edward Jones-Imhotep of the 
lnstitute for the History and Phi-
losophy of Sciences ;md Technol-
ogy at the University of Toronto 
will join the departments of History 
and Philosophy as an assistant pro· 
fessor July I. 

Prof. Vinay Kanetkar will serve 
as acting chair of the Department of 
Consumer Studies until Aug. 2 L~ 
2002. 

Prof. Gerald Manning, Litera-
turts and Performance Studies in 
English, has been named assistant 
dean of arts (Guelph-Hllmber), 
from May 1,2002, to June 30,2004. 

Jennifer Schacker of Toronto 
has been appointed assistant pro-
fessor in the School of Literatures 

strongly in the academic commu-
nity. 

Senate also approved the re-
structuring of the College Faculty of 
Environmental Design and Rural 
Development. This academic unit 
will also have a new name - the 
School of Environmental Design 
and Rural Development. 

Tuition fee recommendations 
for the University of Guelph-
Humber and the OAC diploma 
programs at the agricultural col-
leges were also passed. The annual 
fees for Guelph-Humber - rang-
ing from $4,506 for arts students to 
$4,917 for those in computer sci-
ence - are based on a balance of 
the costs of program delivery, com-
petitiveness with other tuition fees 
in the Greater Toronto Area and 
comparison with other university 
programs. These will be the rates 
charged to the first students admit-
ted to the new Guelph-Humber 
programs this September. 

Students in the OAC diploma 
programs at Alfred, Ridgetown and 
Kemptville will see their annual fees 
rise by nvo per cent or $41 to 
$1,052.75 in the 2002/03 academic 
year, reflecting similar increases al-
ready approved for diploma and 
undergraduate degree programs on 
the main U of G campus. 

and Performance Studies in Eng-
lish , effective July I. 

Patricia Sheridan of the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario will join the 
Department of Philosophy as an as-
sistant professor July l. 

Jayasankar Subramanian of the 
University of Florida has been ap-
pointed assistant professor in the 
Department of Plant Agriculture, 
effective Aug. 15. 

Patricia Turner of Burlington 
will join the Department of Patho-
biology as an associate professor 
June 3. 

Ellen Waterman of Trent Uni-
ve rsity has been appointed assist.ant 
professor in the School of Fine Art 
and Music, effective J\t.ly I. 
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ROZANSKI TO HEAD 
EDUCATION TASK FORCE 
President Mordechai 
Rozanski has been named 
head of the Education 
Equality Task Force, which 
will review the funding for-
mula for Ontario's ,public 
schools. The appointment 
was annoWlced in the May 9 
speech from the throne read 
by the lieutenant-governor 
on behalf of Premier Ernie 
Eves. The task force will 

make recommendations on 
improving funding fairness, cer-
tainty and stability for schools and 
students and is slated 10 submit its 
report by Nov. l. Rozanski is also 
chair of the Council of Ontario 
Universities. 

CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON 
GLOBAL ACTION, CHANGE 
The Participatory Development 
Forum will hold a conference on 
"Participation for Global Action 
and Change" July 29 to Aug. 2 on 
campus. It will feature keynote 
panels, capacity-building work-
shops. group discussions, debates 
and popular theatre. For more 
information or lo regist·er for the 
conference, visit the Web site www. 
pdforum.org/conference. 

LAB SERVICES HOSTS 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
Laboratory Services hosted a recep-
tion and tour for the Guelph 
Chamber of Commerce April 23, as 
part of the chamber's "Business 
After 5" program. "Fhe program's 
goaJ is to introduce the business 
community to the various organi-
zations that operate in and around 
Guelph. More Lhan 70 business 
people attended the event, which 
included a tour of the Dairy Regu-
latory Lab. the Food Microbiology 
Lab and the Analytical Mioroscopy 
Lab. The tours were supplemented 
with displays illustrating how Lab 
Services uses technology to solve 
everyday problems. 

TAKE THE CANADIAN 
COMMUTER CHALLENGE 
During Environment Week June 2 
to 8, cities across Canada will be 
competing in the Commuter Chal-
lenge to see which one can cut its 
air pollution the most by using 
active and sustainable transporta-
tion. City residents make a com-
mitment to walk, jog, cycle, take 
the bus or carpool, then report 
their activity. For more informa-
tion, visit the Web site www.com-
muterchallenge.ca or contact Raj 
Gill at 821-2641, 824-2091 or raj@ 
thegreenpages.ca. 

ANNUAL SPEED RIVER 
CLEANUP JUNE s 
OPIRG-Guelph will stage its 23rd 
annual Speed River Cleanup June l 
(rain date June 8). ParricipAnts 
should meet at Royal City Park at 
9:30 a.m. A free barbecue for vol-
unteers will follow. OPIRG and the 
Boathouse on Gordon Street will 
host a community appreciation 
night June 5 at B p.m., featuring a 
taJk by environmental activist Ewn 
Ferrari. For more details, call 
824-209l. 

Bridging the Gap 
Innovative summer semester allows MBA students to brush up on their skills 

GUELPH' S MASTER of business 
administration in agribusiness 

program has introduced an 
innovative "bridging" semester that 
will allow some students to brush up 
on their business skills ahead of the 
official start of classes in September. 

The new summer semester, 
which began earlier this month with 
a total of 14 students, is "tailor-made 
to provide basic business tools to sci-
entists and other applicants who of-
ten have graduate degrees in their 
discipline but don't have a great deal 
of formal business training," says 
Prof. Francesco Braga, Agricultural 
Economics and Business, co-
ordinator of the MBA (Ag.Bus.) pro-
gram. 

About 70 per cent of the students 
who take the program come from 
science-based backgrounds, he adds. 

"The objective is to 'bridge' their 
scientific background and the forth-
coming agribusiness training and 
provide them with the tools to be as 
productive as possible in the subse-
quent semesters of the MBA." 

The specific courses taken by 
each student in the bridging semes-
ter depend on their individual needs, 
but typically include accounting and 
economics. Other students are 
auditing graduate-level courses in 
various disciplines as refreshers after 
a long hiatus from school. 

Courses in English as a second 
language, offered through the Office 
of Open Leaming and completed be-
fore enrolment in the bridging se-
mester, are an option for some 
students who could benefit from 
brushing up on their conversation 
skills and the agribusiness vernacu-
lar. 

The individual roster of courses 
each student takes is d iscussed dur-
ing the interview process for pro-
gram applicants and becomes a 
condition of the offer of acceptance. 

"We try to be proactive in ad-
dressing students' needs," Braga 
says. "We don't want to reject prom-
ising people who may come from di-
verse backgrounds. We want to 
develop their business skills. We care 
about their progress, so we advise 
them to come to Guelph earlier.'' 

Student Andrea Oliver, who has a 
degree in computer science and 
chemistry from a univer.siry in her 
native Jamaica, is taking financial ac-
counting and managerial account-
ing, as well as a microeconomic 
course offered through the Office of 
Open Learning. 

She comes from a family with 
deep agribusiness ties - her parents 
run a major coffee plantation that's 
been in the family fo r generations. 
After graduating from university, 
she worked at the Agricultural Credit 
Bank in Jamaica. Since immigrating 
to Canada five years ago, she has 
been employed as a computer appli-
cation developer by the Ontario gov-
ernment's Management Board 
Secretariat (MBS). Her employer 
granted her a leave of absence to pur-
sue the MBA. 

Oliver calls the program "a natu-
ral fit" with both her background 
and her career goal of moving into 

Prof. Francesco Braga, far right, poses with students in the new 
"bridging" semester for the MBA \n agr\bus\ness program. 
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MBS's land and resources division. When he arrived in Canada as a 
She says the bridging semester is a 

'\velcome opportunity" to expand 
her business skills and make the 
transition to academic learning 
mode before plunging into the for-
mal MBA program. 

Only a couple of days into the 
bridging semester, she's d iscovered 
"there's a big difference between go-
ing to work and having to memorize 
and think from a purely academic 
point of view.•· 

Another student, Nazim Baluch, 
has been out of school since 1968 
and has worked full time for the last 
IO years at Canadian Tire as a main-
tenance team leader. He is trained as 
a fluid power technician and a me-
chanical engineer, but his career am-
bitions include starting a business in 
the organic agriculture industry. 

Baluch, who was born and lived 
in the Middle East most of his life. is 
auditing a post-graduate course in 
agricultural market analysis as well 
as taking courses in accounting and 
microeconomics. 

Heagrees that it's beneficial to get 
a feel for academic life again after so 
many years in the working world. 
" It's stuff I had taken a long time ago, 
but it's coming back to me so fust," 
he says, already praising his instruc-
tor.s for their ''clear way of explain-
ing" the course material. 

A third student, Muhammad 
Arafat, has seven years of experience 
in the food industry in Pakistan, 
where he worked as a quality assur-
ance manager for both a juice ex-
porter and a snack food company. 
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landed immigrant a year ago, he took 
a job with a temp agency that sup-
plies general and technical labour to 
factories, a job he has since left to 
start the MBA. 

Like Oliver. he is taking courses 
in financial and managerial account-
ing and economics. The MBA, he be-
lieves, is the ticket to a better career 
in the Canadian food industry. 

He also sees his experience at 
Guelph as "another opportunity to 
gain an understanding of other peo-
ple and the language and cuJture." 

Braga agrees that students in the 
MBA program benefit from interac· 
tion with fellow students from a di-
versity of backgrounds and cultures. 
He estimates that two-thirds of the 
MBA class were either born or 
trained abroad, with many students 
coming from China, Latin America, 
India, Pakistan and Europe. 

"They bring all kinds of diffe rent 
perspectives. At the beginning, the 
students find it takes a little bit to get 
to know each other's culture and 
customs. But soon1 they find the de-
bate and discussion becomes very in-
teresting, very alive." 

NormaUy, about 18 students en-
rol in the MBA (Ag.Bus.) program 
each year. This year's intake is ex-
pected to total 25 in September, 
making it the largest class ever for the 
seven-year-old program. 

For more information about the 
program, contact Braga at Ext. 2763 
or fbraga@uoguelph.ca. 

BY STACEY CURRY GUNN 

ECONOMIST TO PRESENT BRIEF 
Prof. Brian Perguson, Economics, 
will be a witness at the May 30 meet-
ing of the Canadian Senate's Stand-
ing Committee on Social Affairs, 
Science and Technology. The com-
mittee's agenda is "The State of the 
Health-Care System in Canada." 

ENGLISH PROF GIVES TALl<S 
Prof. Donna Pahnateer Pennee, Lit-
eratures and Performance Studies 
in English, presented papers on lit-
erary citizenship, cultural national-
ism and globalization studies at the 
universiti~ of Silesia (Poland), To-
ronto and Ottawa this spring. These 
papers join earlier reports of her re-
search on "The State of Culture and 
the Culture of State" delivered at the 
universities of Edinburgh, WoUon-
gong. Alberta and Brock and the 
Hebrew University of ferusalem. 

THEY ARE THE CHAMPIONS! 
The School of Rural Planning and 
Development's student evaluation 
team won the 2002 Canadian 
Evaluation Society Case Competi-
tion in Halifax, beating out teams 
from Saskatchewan and Newfound-
land. This is the school's third win 
in five years. Supervised by Prof. 
Harry Cummings, the team con-
sisled of captain Linda Beyer, Lisa 
Hardess, Valerie Leinan, Christine 
O'Malley and Sarah Parkinson. 

EXPERT PANEL APPOINTED 
Prof. Spencer Henson, Agricultural 
Economics and Business and Con-
sumer Studi.es~ i.s one of eight mem-
bers of an international c;<perr panel 
reviev.-ing Codex Alimenta rius, an 
organization that sets world stan-
dards for food safety and quality. 

VAUGHAN MEDAL ANNOUNCED 
Graduating biomedical sciences 
student Vance McPherson is this 
year's winner of the Walter 
Vaughan Medal. Named for 3 

fo rmer secretary of Senate, the 
medal recognizes the contributions 
of a student member of Senate. 

CBIE AWARDS GRANT 
Cathy Hardman, a fourth-year stu-
dent in European studies, has 
received an international learning 
grant from the Canadian Bureau for 
international Education to do a 
study-abroad semester in Spain. 

KUDOS FOR PUBLIC SPEAKING 
rudgetown College student Ashley 
Brander captured first place in the 
eighth annual public-speaking 
competition sponsored by the 
Canadian Association of Diploma 
in Agricultural Programs. 

CIDA CONFERENCE EXPLORES 
CANADA-AFRICA PARTNERSHIP 
Prof. Jim Shute. director of the Cen-
tre for lnternatiooal Programs, rep-
resented U of G at the recent confer-
ence of African and Canadian civil 
society organizations in MontreaJ. 
Sponsored by the Canadian Inter-
national OeveJopment Agency, the 
conference brought together more 
than 500 Africans and Canad.fans to 
discuss the New Partnership for 
Africa's Development. 
'---~~~~~~~~~~__, 



Editor's note: Th.is is the last group 
of newly appointed faculty to be 
featured in this column for this 
academic year. More new appoint-
ments will be published in the fall. 

HARALD BAUDER 
Assistant professor, Geograpl1y 
Background: BA and MA, Wayne 
State Unive rsityi PhD, Wilfrid Lau-
rier University 
Teaching objectives: To provide 
students with a sound foundation of 
geographical knowledge, to chal-
lenge them to think critically and to 
prepare them for professional and 
academic careers. 
Research objectives: I examine how 
new immigrants of different ethnic-
ity integra te into the Canadian 
labour market, what barrier.s they 
confront and what resources they 
mobilize. I will expand this research 
to a German context. 
Attraction to UofG: I like the city of 
Guelph. It's a community of people 
who are ver)' supportive of one 
another, and the University is a good 
place to continue my research on 
"people" geography. (A nd Welling-
ton Pale Ale, of course!) 

MARC COPPOLINO 
Assistant professor, Cl1ernisrry and 
Bioc/1emistry 
Background: B.Sc., University of 
Waterloo; M.Sc. and PhD, Univer-
sity of Toronto 
Teaching objectives: To generate 
and support an enthusiastic exami-
nation of the principles and uses of 
biochemistry and cell biology. 
Research objectives: To establish a 

research program that will reveal the 
molecular mechanisms controlling 
cell movement. Involving both bio-
chemistry and cell biology, these 
studies will improve our under-
standing of the cellular interactions 
within multicellular organisms. 
Attraction to U of G: The Uni-
versity's commitment to research 
and its focus on life sciences. 

DAVID KELTON 
(no photo available) 
Associate professor, Population Medi-
cine 
Background: DVM, M.Sc. and PhD, 
University of Guelph 
Teaching objectives: I teach dairy 
health management and epidemiol-
ogy at the undergraduate, graduate 
and post-graduate levels. My objec-
tives are: to stimulate learner interest 
in a range of subject areas where 
there may or may not have been an 
interes l previouslyi to provide a solid 
foundation of facts and background 
material to allow learners to build 
their knowledge and understanding 
of a given topic.; and to facilitate the 
exchange of ideas and opinions, 
especially in topic areas where there 
is controversy or a lack of consensus 
of opinion. 
Research objectives: To carry out 
applied, field-based animal health 
research to add ress questions and 
concerns of practical and economic 
importance to the agricultural 
industries of Ontario. Current areas 
of research include determinants of 
mastitis and metabolic disease in 
dairy herds, and disease surveillance 
systems for large dairy cattle popula-
tions. 

Attraction to U of G: I have held a 
contractually limited faculty ap-
pointment at the University since 
1995. I welcomed the opportunity to 
move to a permanent position 
because the Ontario Veterinary Col-
lege has an outstanding interna-
tional reputation as a leader in the 
areas of ve terinary epidemiology and 
dairy production medicine. 

TODD MATTINA 
Assistant professor, Economics 
Background: BA, Queen's Univer-
sity; MA, Unive rsity of British 
Columbia; PhD (candidate), 
Queen's 

Teaching objectives: To expose stu-
dents to a range of contemporary 
policy issues that can be evaluated 
through the lens of economic analy-
sis. In this manner, students will link 
current applications to the theoreti-
cal tools developed th rough course-
work. 

Research objectives: Studying 
international relative prices, the 
exchange rate and financial risk 
management. In particular, [ study 
the relationships among the dynam-
ics of the exchange rate, corporate 
pricing strategies and exposure to 
foreign exchange risk. 

Attraction to U of G: The Unive rsity 
offers a supportive research environ-
ment, an active learning community 
and a close proximity to other 
research-oriented un iversities. 
These complementary characte ris-
tics offer an exciting opportunity for 
junior faculty to excel at both 
research and teaching. 

CHARLIE OBIMBO 
(no photo available) 
Assistant professor, Computing and 
Infonnation Science 
Background: M.Sc. (computing sci-
ence and engineering). Kiev Institute 
of Civil Aviation Engineers; PhD, 
University of New Brunswick 
Teaching objectives: Training stu-
dents in an interactive manner to 
think fo r themselves and to be able 
to determine how to program com-
puters efficiently and create pro-
grams that are user-friendly. 
Research objectives: To address the 
issue of applications of inference 
mechanisms in semantic webs, 
multi-agent systems, query systems 
in e-commerce1 games and database 
query optimization. 
Attractfon to U of G: Its excellence 
in teaching and research, as reflected 
by its position in the Maclea n's rank-
ings over the last few years. 

MANISH RAIZADA 
Assistant professor, Crop GeMmics 
Laboratory, Plant Agriculture 
Background: B.Sc. (genetics), Uni-
versity of Western Ontario; PhD 
(plant molecular genetics), Stanford 
University 
Teaching objectives: First, I want to 
broaden the horizons of students 
and help them believe they can do 
anything in life they wish to do, no 
matter how unrealistic it might 
seem. Second, I want to teach them 
to question the world around them, 
to view it with skepticism and to 
examine the truth that often lies 
beneath the surface. 
Research objectives: To help define 

the functions of plant genes, to help 
determine how the environment 
influences how gene-encoded pro-
teins inte ract with one another, in 
order to understand how the envi-
ronment influences how a plant 
grows and develops. My laboratory 
is also interested in developing new 
molecular technologies in these 
areas (genomics and proteomics). 
Attraction to U of G: Guelph is a 
premier plant biology-intensive uni-
versity where I will have the col-
leagues and facilities to carry on my 
research. It also attracts high-quality 
motivated undergraduates, making 
teaching more rewarding. 

WAN HONG YANG 
Assistant professor, Geography 
Background: B.Sc., Hubei Univer-
sity, China; M.Sc. (regional plan-
ning). Chinese Academy of Sciences; 
PhD (environmental and resource 
economics). University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign 
Teaching objectives: To develop 
students' critical and creative think-
ing in geographical information sys-
tems (GIS) and resource manage-
ment, and to nurture students' 
commitment to lifelong learning. 
Research objectives: Watershed 
management and GIS applications 
with a focus on integrating eco-
nomic, hydrologic and GIS model-
ling in solving resource use conflicts. 
Attraction to U of G: The reputation 
of the Geography Department in 
resource management and environ-
mental analysis, and excellent 
opportunities fo r research collabo-
ration and teaching. 

U of G Offers New Diploma in Leadership 
SOME PEOPLE maintain that great leaders 

are born. But U of G educators contend 
that it takes more than innate ability and 
they've designed a new diploma program to 
teach the knowledge, skills and confidence that 
leadership requires. 

"Great leaders are made," says Prof. Alun 
Joseph, dean of the College of Social and Ap-
plied Human Sciences, who helped create the 
diploma in leadership program with the Office 
of Open Learning. "And in an era of constant 
change and limited resources, organizations 
need leaders with vision, integrity, creativity 
and commitment." 

The five-course program, which starts in 
July, is aimed at mid-career pro fessional s, says 
Virgi nia Gray, director of the Office of Open 

Learning. "The program will focus on the chal-
lenges facing leaders in the public, private and 
non-profit sectors, with an emphas is on the in-
teraction behveen and interdependency of 
these spheres in the contemporary world." 

The program will also bring together a col-
lection of professionals with diverse experi-
ences and outlooks, Gray adds. 

"By fostering this interaction and exchange 
of perspectives and knowledge, it will provide a 
unique opport unity for participants to en-
hance their understand ing of the issues faced 
by a range of organizations and thei r leaders." 

The program was designed to minimize 
disruption to work. Classes will be conducted 
online, with a one-week intensive residential 
session held on campus during the summer. 

"This is an excellent educational opportu-

nity that incorpo rates learning and work expe-
riences and accommodates the schedules of 
professional employees," says Prof. John 
Walsh, associate dean of the Faculty of Man-
agement and a member of the leadership team. 
" It is about creating leaders who will make a 
difference." 

The five courses will explore the founda-
tions, theory, ethics, organizational change 
and decision-making involved in leadership. 
The diploma program will draw on the 
strengths of the Unive rsity's existing pro-
grams, particularly political science, psychol-
ogy and sociology and anthropology. 

"One of the unique aspects of this is that it's 
rooted in the social sciences," says Prof. 
Maureen Mancuso, associate vice-president 
(academic), who helped design the program. 
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"It's a broad approach to the study of leader-
ship, is inclusive and all-encompassing and is 
not limited to one particular field. We believe 
this will make the program ri cher and more re-
warding fo r partiGipants." 

U of G \vill officially launch the diploma 
program July 8. The 2002 Recognition of Lead-
ership Conference, which runs July 11 to 13, 
will form part of the first course in the diploma 
program. People not enrolling in the diploma 
program can also register for the conference. 

For more information about the diploma in 
leadership program, contact Prof. Michael Cox 
at Ext. 6597 or mcox@uoguelph.ca. For all 
other inquiries, contact Rick Nigol in the Office 
of Open Learning at Ext. 6777 or rnigol@ 
open.uoguelph.ca. 

BY LORJ BONA HUNT 



Co-op Education a Win-Win Situation 
Students acquire work and life skills, employers get academically strong and motivated employees 

H AD IT NOT BEEN for his co-
operative education experi-

ence at U ofG in the early 1990s, it's 
possible John Cranfield might not be 
an assistant professor at Guelph 
today. 

Cranfield, recently recruited by 
the Department of Agricultural Eco-
no mics and Business, credits a co-op 
term at Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada in Ottawa for gettin g him to 
think about continuing his educa-
tion beyond a B.Sc. in agricultural 
economics. 

"During my second and third 
co-op work terms, which I did back 
to back over an eight-month period 
in 1992, I worked on my first real 
project, something that was truly 
mine and that taught me some very 
valuable lessons," Cranfield recalls. 

"l studied structure issues in the 
Canadian meat-packing industry, 
and when I was finished1 I got some 
really good feedback. I also saw what 
working on a long-term project was 
like. I started tallting to some profes-
sors here at Guelph about it and they 
said to me: ' Oh, that's like being a 
grad student.' So, in many ways, m y 
being in co-op was one of the factors 
that motivated me to get a graduate 
degree.1 ' 

Which was actually a bit of an 
irony because, Granfield says, heap-
plied for U o f G's co-op program on 
a whim. 

"My brother, Eric, was going 
through co-op here in computing 
science, so I knew it was a good thing 
to do and decided to give it a try. In 
the end, it worked out very well for 
me and for him. Eric did all his co-op 
work terms at IBM in Toronto, and 
now he works for the company in the 
downtown Toronto office." 

John Cranfield earned his mas-
ter's degree in agricultural econom-
ics at Guelph and his PhD at Purdue 
University in l 999. After graduating, 
he taught for nvo years at the Uni-
versity of Manitoba before returning 
to his alma mater. 

" I now run into U of G students 
who are in co-op and they ask me 
what 1 think of it," he says. "To me, 
co-op is a great way for students to 
put classroom theories and concepts 
into practice and for industry to see 
what students are capable o f. It really 
builds good bridges between acade-
mia and industry." 

Dwayne Barber, an associate pro-
fessor in the Department o f MedicaJ 
Bio physics at the University of To-
ronto and a scientist at the Ontario 
Cancer Institute/Princess Margaret 
Hospital, had a similarly positive ex-
perience with co-op education at 
Guelp h. 

Barber, who graduated in 1985 
with a B.Sc. in applied chemistry, 
had four co-op placements in three 
different locations as an under-
graduate - the West on Research 
Centre in Toronto, the National Re-
search Council in Ottawa and the 
Connaught Research Institute in To-
ronto. 

''I was fortunate to have four 
work terms that were research-
related," he says. "That certainly 
seaJed m y interest in research. I then 
went on to do my PhD in biochemis· 

co·op's many benefits. 
"It's a win-win situation. Stu-

dents acquire work and life skills, 
and employers can hire academically 
strong and motivated employees to 
complete all sorts of projects and 
tasks. In fact, in many cases, co-op 
becomes a recruitment tool for com-
panies. So it reaUy is a great partner-
ship." 

Currently, U of G offers co-op 
work terms in seven academic areas: 
B.Sc. (Technology), environmental 
sciences, engineering, physical sci-
ences, commerce, biological sciences 
and social and applied human sci-
ences. Some of the programs with 
co-op placements - such as water 
resources engineering, food science 
and child studies - are unique in 
Ontario. 

Another important component 
of a co-op education at Guelph is 
that all participating students m ust 
complete an introductory class that 
helps them develop the tools and 
skills they'll need to obtain a job. 
This includes professional self-
assessment, rl!sume and cover letter 
writing, interview skills and job 
search techniques. 

The co-op program is also 
teamed with the University's peer 
helper program, which hires senior 
co-op students to help junior co-op 
students develop the above skills. 

her work performance evaluation 
grade. 

To ease the placement of students 
into the workforce, CES operates a 
"quick and efficient continual em-
ployment process," says Reimer. 
Prospective employers can interview 
U of G students, make a job offer and 
have their selection confirmed in as 
little as hYO business days. 

Co-op students are available be-
ginning January, May or September, 
and work terms can be as long as 12 
months. Students earn well above 
minimum wage - OES provides 
employers with salary ranges appro-
priate to the students' skills and ex-
perience and based on current 
economic conditions. Employers are 
also eligible for a refundable tax 
credit for hiring students enrolled in 
a recognized Ontario post-second-
ary co-op education program. 

After a student has been placed, 
CES continues to actively monitor 
the work term. Co-op co-ordinators 
visit students and supervisors on site 
to discuss student skill development 
and additional co-op requirements. 
CES staff are also available at any 
time during the work term to re· 
spond to employer or student in-
quiries. 

The system works - and co-op 
has been so successful at Guelph -
for nvo main reasons, says Reimer. 

Co-op education inspired Prof. John Cranfield to go on to graduate 
school after earning his Guelph B.Sc. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

"Using senior co-op students to 
enrich the whole co-op experience is 
unique to Guelph," says Reimer. "As 
a result, our program is known for its 
high quality." 

"First, because we've had some 
outstanding students like Profs. 
Cranfie\d and Barber over the years 
take part in co·op. Second, our em· 
players have also been among the 
best. Our top employers ensure that 
co-op students are challenged 
through a variety of projects and that 
students come away with the experi-
ence, skills and knowledge necessary 
to become successful in the work-
place today and in the future." 

try at the University of Alberta and ro 
Harvard MedicaJ School for my 
post-doc training." 

Barber says since he's had his own 
laboratory at the O ntario Cancer In-
stitute, he in turn has hired co·op 
students from Guelph. 

''Essentially, I think undergradu-
ate education at Guelph is very 
strong, and for the students who 
come through co-op, because they 
have to write a report at the end of 
their terms, the stakes are a bit 
higher. So I find that Guelph stu-
dents put a little bit more into their 
work and they get a lot more out of 
it." 

U of G has been facilitating stu-
dent learning and career develop-
ment through co-op placements 
with employers fo r more than 20 
years. 

"The program began in 1981 with 
22 students," says Karen Reimer, 
manager of Co·operative Education 
Services (CES). "Since then, we've 
had 1,404 graduates." 

The University has also become a 
recognized leader in post-secondary 
co-operative education in the prov-
ince, she adds. With more than 1,400 
co-op students today and about 600 
entering the program each year, 

Guelph enjoys the third highest stu-
dent enrolment in co·op education 
among Ontario universities, after 
Waterloo and Ottawa. 

Ac;ross the province, more than 
30,000 students are enrolled in some 
form of co-op program, with 15 uni-
versities and 2 1 coUeges offering co· 
op options. Reimer believes this fig-
ure will continue to grow because of 

And, as Barber noted , all Guelph 
co·op students must write a report at 
the end of their co·op terms. This 
report is submitted to the co-op fuc· 
ulty adviser within the student's de-
partment for evaluation and 
grading. That mark is recorded on 
each student's transcript, as is hjs or BY SUZANNE SOTO 
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UNITED WAY 
DONATIONS 
DEMONSTRATE 
SUPPORTFOR 
COMMUNITY 
Thanks to you, there is a way. 

Thanks to 1he generous dona-
tions of U of G staff, faculty, retirees 
and students, a record $268,287 was 
raised for the United Way in 200 l. 
This is an outstanding achievement 
that truly demonslrates the support 
for the betterment of our commu-
nity through the United Way. 

In 2002. United Way Commu-
nity Services of Guelph and Welling-
ton is funding 105 programs 
through 48 agencies that provide 
services in our community to meet 
the needs of children and youthi in-
dividuals and families, and seniors. 

The United Way was able to in-
crease support to the Change Now 
Youth Drop-In and Re.source Centre 
to $8 1,000 through innovation/criti-
cal social issues funding. This fund-
ing increase is supporting the 
development of the new Change 
Now Overnight Youth Shelter pro· 
gram for the emerging needs of 
homeless youth in Wellington 
County. The shelter is scheduled lo 
open this summer. Through this 
program, homeless youth will have 
the opportunity to access shelter, 
food, clothing, showers, counselling 
and health support services. (The 
co-ordinators of Change Now, by 
the way, are both U of G graduates 
- Janet Allen and Sabina Chatter-
jee.) 

In addition to providing funding 
for emerging community needs, 
United Way staff partnered with 
community organizations and rep-
resentatives to develop a 
community-based plan, through the 
National Housing Initiative, that 
identifies homelessness and housing 
priorities in Guelph and Wellington 
County. As a result, the community 
has been able to co-ordinate its ef-
forts to deliver needed services 
through local strategies to reduce 
and alleviate homelessness in 
Guelph and Wellington. 

As we embark on another year, 
we are pleased to announce that 
Toni Pellizzari, executive secretary 
to the dean of the College of Biologi-

, , ETTERS 
cal Science, has been appointed by 
the president to co-chair the 2002 
United Way campaign with Prof. 
Bev Kay, Land Resource Science, 
who co-chaired the 2001 campaign. 

Allison Haskins-Brown 
United Way Community Services 

of Guelph and Wellington 

KNOWING GAMBLING 
ODDS IS NO SOLUTION 
In his letter of May 8, Prof. David 
Josephy, Chemistry and Biochemis-
try, proposes that casinos "be 
required to inform all gamblers of 
the true odds of each game" and to 
explain to them the gamblers' fal-
lacy. But as undergraduate students 
of cognitive psychology know, 
human decision-making under con-
ditions of uncertainty does not 
accord well with expected utility the-
ory. 

Rather, people tend to rely on a 
set of heuristics and biases that lead 
to the neglect of base-rate informa-
tion. Moreover, gambling behaviour 
is governed not only by re(]ective 
mental processes but also by impul-
sive mental processes. What Profs. 
Karen Finlay, Vinay Kanetkar and I 
are exploring is whether the physical 
design of the casino environment in-
teracts with variation in human tem-
perament to sustain deviant 
gambling behaviour. We expect the 
pattern of dependencies will be com-
plex. To assert baldly that mere 
knowledge of theoretical long-run 
probabilit ies would transform a 
problem gambler into a responsible 
gambler smacks of alchemy, not 
hard science. 

Prof. Harvey Marmurek 
Department of Psychology 

ODDS CODSWALLOP 
Prof. David Josephy says gamblers 
should be given the true odds of win-
ning and losing, presumably in the 
belief it will change their behaviour. 
Unfortunately, this is at "odds" with 
a broad range of research in psychol-
ogy, economics and health science 
that has explored people's under-
standing of the probabilities of risks 
and rewards. This research generally 
shows that ( l ) people don' t compre-
hend what probabilities actually 
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mean for th em, (2) they are bad at 
estimating the risk/reward payoffs 
even when they "know" the true 
odds, and (3) even when they know 
the odds and implications, this has 
little impact on the chosen behav-
iour. 

Whether trying to change dietary 
practices to improve the odds of 
avoiding heart disease or change sex-
ual behaviours to avoid AIDS, re-
search has shown the persistent 
rcsistence of individuals to be 
swayed by statistics about the odds 
of an adverse event happening to 
them. 

Consider even some anecdotal 
evidence. If you ask people who've 
just come off a plane and are about 
to drive home which gives them 
more concern for their safety, most 
will say the flight. But we all know 
the true odds of being involved in a 
car accident are orders of magnitude 
higher than being in a plane crash. 

People aJso tend to confuse odds 
with outcomes. For example, a few 
drivers still refuse to wear seatbelts 
on the grounds they could be 
trapped in a car fire after a crash. In 
reality, the odds of being saved from 
death or serious injury vastly over-
shadow the remote possibility of be-
ing trapped in a post-crash fire. 

M another example, consider 
how people tend to play roulette. 
Most ignore the odds and bet on sin-
g.le or small groups of numbers that 
could return the highest payoff, even 
though these have the lowest chance 
of winning. 

l agree with Prof. Josephy that we 
should take every opportunity to 
give people the best information to 
aid in their decision-making. But I 
don't hold much faith that the sim-
ple provision of information about 
the true odds or probabilities of fa-
vourable or unfavourable outcomes 
will change the way people behave. 
Does Prof. Josephy think that if the 
leading physics and chemistry jour-
nals carried a warning in bold print 
on their cover about the low prob-
ability of a successful outcome to a 
cold fusion experiment, this revela-
tion would prevent those few dedi-
cated cold fusion scientists from 
furthering their research? Would he 
want to regard them, as he regards 
other gamblers, as "the least talented 
... holding .. . the illusion that they, 

too, will one day be fabulously rich." 
As an aside, I have often won-

dered why governments haven't 
thought more imaginatively about 
how they could use the public's 
fondness of gambling to collect in-
come taxes. Why not give us a 
choice? We could either pay the gov-
ernment the, say, $1,000 we owe in 
taxes directly or we could wager 
$2,000 at a government-run casino. 
This would, at least in the minds of 
some individuals, remove one of the 
t\'iO certainties in life - "death and 
taxes" - in the belief that the odds 
favour them to beat the taxrnan. 

Prof. Michael Matthews 
Department of Psychology 

GOOD SCIENCE NEEDED 
IN CANOLA CASE 
I have been following discussions in 
the Guelph Mercury related to pesti-
c;ide use, geneticall)' modified plants 
(the new biotech), and the argu-
ments are, by and large, confused. 
There are political aspects, business 
aspects and science aspects. I would 
like to address the sc;ience aspecas 
because once they're clarified, we 
can come to grips with the others. 

Let's look at the case of Percy 
Schmeiser, a Saskatchewan farmer 
who has spent SO years working on 
the canola project, our project, a Ca-
nadian project. He is a Canadian 
hero, with good points and bad, like 
us all. He is willing to risk his farm 
and his pension to save our c;rop, 
and we sit back and watch. I have 
written to Industry Minister Allan 
Rock about Schmeiser's case and 
have had a reply, a bureaucratic re-
ply. The government is in no hurry. 

The case against Schmeiser will 
be heard in June. I and others on the 
GE Alert Web site that has been set 
up by the Council of CanadJans are 
doing our level best to see that the 
public is aware of the seriousness of 
the issue, serious not only for Cana-
dian farming but also for farming in 
general. 

In a sense, it is not I or GE Alert 
that should be taking up this issue. It 
should be scientists at the University 
of Guelph. There are science issues 
that need to be solved, not just po-
litical or economic issues. A major 
question is how serious is pollen 
drift? We must have the answer 

~d ~,r-lfi\~ 
~ .. ~ 

AT GUELPH 8 MAY 22, 2002 

somewhere. Rape, the ancestor of 
canola, must be grown a certain dis-
tance from canola plots or the poi-
sons in rape would be reintroduced 
into canola and we would lose I 5 
years of good Canadian research, re-
search paid for by the Canadian tax· 
payer that resulted in a billion-dollar 
success story. Our investment was re-
turned IOO-fold. 

We have lost that effort by the in-
troduction of Round-Up Ready 
canola in the Canadian Prairies be-
cause customers in our major mar-
kets in Europe and Japan don't want 
to buy seed from genetically modi-
fied canola. That's an economic 
question, not ours to answer. What 
we should be establishing is the im-
portance of pollen drift. And the im-
portan ce of seed dormancy. Have we 
really created a new weed, a canola 
variety that is resistant to Round-Up 
that will grow in successive years 
where it is not wanted, a problem 
reminiscent of dormant wild oats? 

Common guys come up with real 
solutions to scientific problems. 
That's the way science used to work. 

In a recent letter to @Guelph, 
Prof. John McMurtry, Philosophy, 
said he was ashamed of.U ofG and its 
administrators. I am ashamed of my 
colleagues who claim to do research 
in the plant sciences related to agri-
culture. 

Administrators are not necessar-
ily trained in science. They depend 
on advice from active bench/field sci-
entists. A.Je they getting that advice? 
A.Je they listening? Discussion/back 
and forth/experiments/ discussion. 
That's how science moves ahead. 
And in this thorny issue, that's what's 
needed - good science. 

Prof. Ann Oaks, PRSC 
Professor Emerita 

McMaster University 

SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
LISTED AS A VOLUNTEER 
While reading the list of campus 
community campaign volunteers in 
the last issue of @G11elpli, I was sur-
prised to find my name listed as a 
retiree volunteer. Surprised, because 
although I was invited to be a volun-
teer, I declined. Please correct the 
record on my behalf. 

Sheila 'Frainer-McCutcheon 

Correction 
I N THE MAY 8 article about the 

University Instructional Design 
Awards, the rcc;ipicnts of the award 
for the course "Biomedicine 3120" 
should have been listed as Prof. 
William Harris, Biomedical 
Sciences, and Prof. Rod Gentry, 
Mathematics and Statistics. 
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Fellowship in Ulster-Scots Studies Established 
Increasing people's underst d. fl 1 d 1 d fd. . . . an tng o re an as a an o tverse communities, heritages and cultures is seen as a way to help heal sectarian divisions 

THE UN.IVERSITY of Guelph's 
reputation as a premier 

international centre for Scottish 
s tudies has been reaffirmed with 
funding for research that could help 
promote peace in Northern Ireland. 

A post-doctoral fellowship in 
Ulster-Scots studies, worth $25,000 
annually for three years, has been es-
tablished at Guelph to explore the 
history of Scottish settlement in Ul-
ster and abroad. lt will be held by 
Scott Moir, who earned his PhD in 
Scottish studies at Guelph this 
spring. 

The fellowship is funded by 
Northern Ireland's Ulster-Scots 
Agency and the University of Ulster's 
Institute of Ulster-Scots Studies, 
which were both created under the 
provisions of Northern Ireland's 
1998 peace accord, known as the 
Good Friday Agreement. 

Under the agreement, the agency 
and the institute "have a special 
mandate to provide and encourage 
an understanding of the plurality of 
cultures and cultural heritages in Ire-
land, including the very important 
contribution Scots have made in Ire-
land and in the wider world," says 
Prof. Kevin James, History, chair of 
U of G's Scottish studies program. 

"They are attempting to show the 
diversity of groups and cultures in 
Northern Ireland, rather than only 
ti.vo: (British) unionist and lrish na-
tionalist." 

Increasing people's understand-
ing of Ireland as a land of diverse 
communities, heritages and cultures 
is seen as a way to help heal the sec-
tarian divisions that have bred vio-

Jenee in the north, James says. 
"The interest in the complex cul-

tural development of Ireland has 
won the support of groups in Irish 
society that hold differing views 
about the union," he says. " lt's shak-
ing things up." 

The Ulster-Scots, in particular, 
were identified as a group deserving 
of promotion and greater under-
standing and support because tens of 
thousands of Scots migrated to the 
nine counties of Ulster in the 1700s. 

Moir says his PhD research on the 
lives of people in Scotland from the 
late 16th to mid- 17th centuries 
forms a useful basis for the studies he 
will now undertake on Ulster-Scots 
history. 

"It's a chance to look at another 
Celtic community in the same era 
and see how it> responds." 

The U of G feUowship came 
about after the Lord Laird of Artigar-
van, chair of the Ulster-Scots 
Agency, visited the campus in Janu-
ary 2001 to check out positive re-
ports on Guelph's reputation in 
Scottish studies, James says. 

"He was interested in developing 
partnerships with institutions in 
Canada, the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa and Scot-
land that have an interest in Scottish 
history in particular and in interac-
tions between Scottish and Irish 
populations and society." 

The Lord Laird met with James 
and other University officials and 
toured Guelph's extensive collection 
of Scottish archival materials. His 
trip was followed by visits from the 
head of the Academy of Irish Cul-

tural Heritage and several officials 
from the University of Ulster. 

It was clear to all that Guelph's 
program was a natural fit) James 
says. 

" lt's exciting to see our Scottish 
studies program recognized as one of 
the leading partnerships in this en-
terprise and chosen as a base in 
North America for the study of the 

Ulster-Scot.s. It's a tremendous de-
velopment and one that confirms 
Guelph's profile as a centre for Scot-
tish studies worldwide." 

The partnership links Guelph 
with other academic centres in Can-
ada, Australia, New Zealand, Scot-
land and the United States for 
Ulster-Sco1s research. 

Both James and Moir will visit 

Ireland for research and to exchange 
ideas with their new colleagues. 
James will visit the Univers ity of Ul-
ster's Londonderry campus later this 
month, as part of its Canada-Ulster 
Week, to speak about Scots in Can-
ada. Moir is planning a research trip 
there next winter. 

BY STACEY CURRY GUNN 

Campus Steam System to 
Shut Down for Two Weeks 
Hot water won't be available on east side of Gordon Street 

PHYSICAL RESOURCES will carry 
out a complete shutdown of 

the steam system for all campus 
buildings on the east side of Gordon 
Street June 23 to July 7. During this 
time, there will be no centrally 
produced steam available for 
building systems or domestic hot 
water for showers, swimming pools, 
laboratories, food preparation and 
autoclaves/sterilizers that are con-
nected to the central steam 
distribution system. 

The shutdown is needed to allow 
Physical Resources to do an inspec-
tion of the Central Utilities Plant 
(CUP) exhaust stack and to com· 
plete essential repairs to the stack, 
says Martin Hodgson, manager of 
mechanicaJ design services. The 
shutdown is also required to enable 
Physical Resources to install an 

energy-conserving heat-recovery 
system in the CUP that will allow the 
University to use exhaust gas from 
the existing boilers to provide all 
heat for the new classroom complex 
and to reduce natural gas use on 
campus. Physical Resources will take 
advantage of this shutdown period 
to complete other necessary repairs 
in the steam tunnels and the swim· 
ming pools, he says. 

Hodgson notes that Physical Re-
sources staff worked with units 
across campus throughout the win-
ter to implement contingency plans 
to reduce the disruption to the cam-
pus community and to ensure that 
all appropriate health and safety re-
quirements are in place. "The co-
operation of the campus commu-
nity in dealing with this essential 
shutdown has been appreciated." 

Some temporary hot water heat-
ers will be supplied to Hospitality 
Services for its food-service opera-
tions, he adds. During the shutdown 
period, Hospitality Services will be 
using disposable dish ware in au of its 
operations on the east side of cam-
pus. 

The Athletics Department has no· 
tified users that there will be a disrup-
tion to its services. Shower facilities 
will be available in the arena through-
out the shutdO\vn period, but not in 
the gym. 

The shutdown will begin at I p.m 
June 23 and continue until late after-
noon July 7. For more information, 
contact Hodgson at Ext, 'HOS or 
martin@pr.uoguelph.ca or Paul 
Specht, diredor of maintenance op-
erations, at Ext. 3306 or paulsp@pr. 
uoguelph.ca. 

NSERC Partners With CPES to Fund Spectrometer 
New instrument is first of its kind for studying biological systems at U of G 

ANEW SCIENTIFIC instrument arriving at 
Guelph later this year will help re-

searchers in the biological sciences under-
stand the workings of molecules important in a 
variety of applications, including aspects of ceU 
biology, medicine and human health, says 
Prof. Rod Merrill, Chemistry and Biochem-
istry. 

The first of its kind for studying biological 
systems at U of G, the new instrument has been 
funded mostly by a $173,000 grant from the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council (NSERC) and money from the De· 
partment of Chemistry and Biochemistry and 
the College of Physical and Engineering Sci-
ence. 

Equipped with a laser light source for both 
ultraviolet and visible excitation, this fluores-
cence lifetime spectrometer measures the rate 
of light emission (fluorescence decay) from 
naturally fluorescent molecules or from mole-
cules tagged with special fluorescent tags or 
probes. 

Fluorescence lifetime is the average time a 
molecule spends in the excited state before 
emitting a photon and returning to the ground 
state, explains MerriJI. 

"In a molecuJar sense, the fluorescence life-
time is ephemeral, lasting no more than thou-
sandths to trillionths of a second. But this 
spectrometer is sensitive enough to capture 
photons emitted from a fluorescent probe dur· 

ing such fleeting events as enzyme conforma-
tional changes during reactions, molecules 
travelling across a cell membrane or drugs in-
teracting with a target receptor." 

Measuring those specific molecular events 
with a steady-state instrument is impossible, 
says Merrill, who was the lead researcher on the 
NSERC grant application. 

"You need an instrument that can measure 
the rate of the fluorescence decay process in or-
der to peer into molecular events involving 
biomembranes, enzymes, photosynthetic sys-
tems, protein folding, secondary structure and 
interactions in nucleic acids and e.ven tissue 
malignancy." 

Merrill studies a bacterial membrane· 
associated protein that selectively permits ions 
to exit from the host target bacterial cell, affect-
ing the membrane surface potential. He's in-
terested in determining the structure of this 
ion channel and in understanding how these 
ion channels work. 

"In many ways, this ion channel serves as a 
model for other more complicated channels, 
including sodium channels that help transmit 
nerve impulses along axons and calcium chan-
nels in heart tissue," he says. 

In another project, his studies of a bacterial 
enzyme produced by the human pathogenic 
bacterium Pstmdomonas aemginosa might help 
in developing drugs to thwart this bug, whose 
opportunistic behaviour and resistance to anti-

biotics make it an infection threat in hospitals. 
,.Many proteins lend themselves more 

readily to spectroscopy than to standard X-ray 
diffraction used for studying 3. D shapes of 
molecules," Merrill says. 

His co-applicants for the NSERC funding 
were Profs. Frances Sharom, Chemistry and 
Biochemistry; Prof. George Harauz, MolecuJar 
Biology and Geaetics; newly appointed physics 
professor Leonid Brown; and University of 
Waterloo chemistry professor Michael Palmer. 

Sharom will use the fluorescence spec-
trometer to study a transporter moleclile that 
hinders cancer treatment by pumping 
tumour-fighting drugs out of ceUs. She hopes 
to find a way to counteract that natural pump, 
allowing the drugs to do their work. 

Brown plans to use the instrument to look 
more dosely at a retinal-binding protein im-
portant in vision. Harauz will investigate a key 
protein in the myelin sheath around nerve fi. 
bres that allows normal transmission of ~ignals 
but degrades during multiple sclerosis. Palmer 
will study the intoxication mechanism of bac-
terial to:cins that cause disease by forming large 
holes or pores in eukaryotic cell membranes. 

Other potential uses for the new instrument 
include studying the specific molecular steps 
during protein folding and interactions be-
tween proteins and antibodies; measuring dis-
tances within a protein, becween proteins or 
between proteins and a membrane surface; and 
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the dynamics and structure of nucleic acids. 
Merrill says having the instrument here at 

Guelph will make it easier and more conven-
ient fo r U of G scientists who have traditionally 
had to travel to other cities to use such equip-
ment. 

He expects the instrument to be up and 
running by late summer. lt will initially be 
housed with other laser equipment in the 
MacNaugh1on Building, but will eventually be 
moved to a laser facility in the new science 
complex. Research associate Gerry Prentice 
will run the instrument. 

Merrill led the application based on his ex-
perience with using fluorescence spectroscopy 
at the NatioaaJ Research Council in Ottawa, 
where be used the technique to study biological 
systems. 

"Spectroscopy is generally something a 
chemist or a physicist might use, .. he says, "but 
we are now witnessing its applications to inves-
tigate complex biological problems. This in· 
eludes everything from researchers studying 
molecuJes important in medicine to plant sci-
entists investigating photosynthesis." 

ln recent years. researchers have shifted in 
their preference to use fluorescence and lumi-
nescence techniques rather than radioactive 
isotope methods traditionally used for tagging 
molecuJes, as in DNA sequencing and in track-
ing proteins in cells, he.says. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 



Children's Literature 'a Powerful Educational Tool' 
CCL is the only university-level periodical dedicated to taking children's literature seriously with a societal, academic and research interest 

THE STORYBOOKS and children's 
tales thal Prof. Daniel 

Chouinard reads and teaches to his 
stu dents may seem juveniJe in 
content and presentatio n, bu t he and 
his colleagues take child ren 's 
literature very seriously. Still, after 
the rel ease of the lOO th issue of the 
world-renowned U of G-published 
periodical Canadian Children's 
Litera ture (CCL), they're still 
fighting fo r the respect they believe 
the study of children's stories 
deserves. 

"Children's literature is a power-
ful educational tool. and its research 
is more multifaceted than research in 
other literatures," says Chouinard , 
who is director of the School of Lan-
guages and Literatures. "Children's 
literature elicits more reactions be-
cause parents and parent-teache r as-
soc iations make the decisions to buy 
the books that are read by chiJdren, 
lheir grandparents and ca regivers. 
To research children's literature, we 
need to use sociology, psychology, 
education and history, as well as 

many more disciplines." 
CCL's editors dedicate each issue 

to a chosen theme. Chouinard says 
contributors \.'ITite full-length re-
search articles that put classic and 
contemporary children's tales and 
their author.s into contexts that relate 
to contemporary issues and debates 
- just like adult lit erature research. 
Articles relate ce rtain 1ales or genres 
to popular culture or varying per-
spectives such as feminism, post-
colonial ism and post-modernism. 

Special issues in 1he past have dis-
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DOWNTOWN GUELPH 
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My experience of 2 1 years selling Re-Sale Homes, 
N ew Homes, Condominiums and Business in Guelph, 
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with the local, Provinc ia l, Nationa l and North Amcrcian 
links to lhe World Wide RE/MAX organization ensures a 
comprehensive service for both buyers and sellers. 
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cussed the relationship of children 's 
literature to censorship and even the 
Holocaust. Many people mistakenly 
believe children's literature is ex-
empted from such heavy issues, 
Chouinard says. 

"Children 's authors often take on 
the difficult task of representing his-
tory, but in a way that is suitable o r 
palatable fo r children." 

T he pe riodical was born in 1975 
with U of G's acquisition of Lucy 
Maud Montgomery documents and 
with a mandate to make Canadian 
children's lite rature known around 
the world . 

Now, although the publication 
focuses mainly on literature in Can-
ada, it boas ts subscribers and con-
tributors in countries around the 
world , including HoUand, France, 
Poland and Bulga ria. 

"Originally. we were printing sto-
ries about almost anything that was 
being published in the field," says 

Chouinard. "Now, the quality and 
quantity of English-language and 
French-language Canadian chil-
d ren 's literature is extraordinary. 
There is a vast selection, and as sto-
ries are increasingly marketed by 
multinational corporations, it 's even 
more interesting to research them in 
a sociaJ and political context. " 

Universities across Canada offer 
courses in the study of children's Lit-
erature, but CCL is the only 
university-level periodical that is 
dedicated to taking children 's litera-
ture seriously with a societal, aca-
demic and research interest. T he 
publication is fuUy bilingual and av-
erages 100 to 120 pages per quarterly 
issue. 

Funding fo r CCL has been pro-
vided by the Social Sciences and Hu-
manit ies Research Council. 

BY LISA CAINES 
SPARK PROGRAM 

.HE~WS. 
Editor's note: This column will 
appear regularly in @Guelph and 
will highlight U of G researchers 
who have appeared in national 
newspapers or on national televi-
sion or radio programs promot-
ing their work. Submissions for 
thi s-column can be sent to l..hunt@ 
exec.uoguelph.ca. 

Research by Prof. Doug Larson, 
'Botany, and graduate student 
Michele McMillan on the harmful 
effects of rock climbing was fea-
tured in the Toronto Star April l 
and in numerous newspapers 
across Canada. The researchers 
also appeared on CBC Radio's 
Quirks and Quarks April 13. 

Massimo Marcone of the De-
partment of Food Science was fea-
tured on severa l CBC Radio 
programs April 9 1alking about at* 
tempts to save rare plants from ex-
tinction. 

Prof. Bill Christian, Political 
Science, was featured on several 
CBC Radio programs April 11 , dis-
cussing the history of Lhe Unite the 
Right movement in Canada. 

Prof. Stephen Henighan, Lan-
guages and Literatures, and his new 
book of criticaJ essays were the sub-
ject of a full -page article in the April 
14 Toronto Star. 

Prof. Steven Marshall, Environ-
mental Biology, appeared on CBC 
Radio's Ontario Momirig April 16 
and on the TV program @Discovery 
April 17 to explain the most recent 
ladybug infestation. 

Prof, Meg Thorburn, Popula-
tion Medicine, wrote an "Over to 
You1' column on her childhood ex-
periences in California for the April 
22 edition of Maclenn's magazine. 

Prof. Len Rittei:. Centre for 
l'oxicology, appeared on The Na-
tional April 25 d iscussing the extra 
label use of veterinary antibiotics 
and the effect on meat and meat 
products. 

An April 25 National Post story 
on cancer agents in food included 
comments from Prof, Kelly 
Meckling-Gill, Human Biology 
and Nutritional Sc iences. She was 
aho featured on several CBC Radio 
programs and appeared on The 
National 

Research by Prof. Hank Dav.is, 
Psychology, and student Emily 
Heslop on whether giant cock-
roaches can learn to recognize hu-
mans was featured in the Globe and 
Mail April 30. 

Zoology professor David 
Noakes was quoted in a May 9 USA 
Today article on science's search 
for the codacanth, a prehistoric 
fish. 

Pro[ Isabelle Aubert, Clinical 
Studies, was featured on crv news 
May 15 discussing can cer treat-
ment for pets and the growing 
popularity of pet insurance. 

Research by Prof. Barbara 
Morrongiello, Psychology, on par-
ents and their trust of children's 
safety gear was featured in the May 
'16 is.sue of the National Post. 
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liLASSIEIEDS 
FOR SALE 

Rose of Sharon bushes, purple, pot-
ted, 822-5590. 

SmaU utility trailer with cover, four 
by three feet, two wheels, wired, 
excellent condition; camping gear: 
duffle bags, air mattresses, pump, 
tent flies, backpacks, new life jacket, 
822-9994. 

1991 Toyota pickup; 1996 Geo 
Tracker; 1993 Nissan Maxima; 
snowmobile trailer, holds two 
machines; large dog cage, 843-5220 
or sknight@uoguelph.ca. 

1993 Nissan Sentra, red, good 
brakes, tires and exhaust system, 
77,000 kilometres, 836-8294. 

Aquarium with accessories, stand 
and fish; chesterfield \vith matching 
chair and ottoman, recently reup-
holstered, like new, 821-5393. 

1993 Dodge Grand Caravan LE, 
fully loaded, seven-passenger 
seating, excellent condition, will cer-
tify, Ext.5018, brreid@uogudph.ca 
or leave message at 831 -5135. 

Set of 1965 Em;yclopedia Americana 
with 30 volumes, 14 update year-
books; set of 1965 juvenile Encyclo-
pedia Americaria with 18 volumes, 
14 update yearbooks, Marj, 824-
J628.or..mujbrooks@sy:mpatico:ca. 

Apple computers: Power Mac 
6100/66, Power Mac 7200/75, Power 
Mac 6400/ 180; Apple monitor with 
integrated speaker-s; various net-
work interface cards, good for use 
on campus network, Ext. 6290. 

Drum practice pad; Braun hand-
blender, used only once, Ext. 6580. 

Pentium III for parts: 56K modem, 
audio card, 3.6 GB hard drive, stan-
dard OD-ROM, AT! AGP video 
card, send e-mail to drey97@ 
yahoo.com. 

FOR RENT 

Furnished room for grad student or 
professional, laundry, parking, 
smoking permitted in room, on bus 
route, three kilometres from cam-
pus, $550 a month inclusive, first 
and last months' rent required, flex..i-
ble lease, Sid, 822-5454. 

Loft. in new townhouse with fur-
nished bedroom, Gordon/Kor-
tright, sitting room, full bath, shared 
kitchen, laundry, parking, non-
smokers, no pets, mature female 
preferred, available mid-August to 
mid-May, Tina, 822-9577. 

Basement room, microwave, park-
ing, no pets, non-smoker, mature 
male preferred, available Sept. I, 
822-3129. 

Furnished four-bedroom house, 31/.z 
baths, two fireplaces, study, sun-

room, 20 minutes from campus on 
33 acres o~ rolling meadows and 
woods, available Sept. l for 10 to 12 
months, 905-854-4156. 

One-bedroom apartment for mature 
adult on lower level of house, sepa-
rate entrance, parking, laundry, air, 
private patio, non-smokers, no pets, 
available July 1, $625 a month plus 
portion of hydro, first and last 
months' rent required, 823-0331 
after 5 p.m. 

Room with private bath, shared 
kitchen, washer/dryer, high-speed 
Internet, no pets, IO-minute wa1k to 
campus, available June l , $450 a 
month inclusive, leave message at 
827-9286. 

One-bedroom condo suitable for 
grad student or professional, 
washer/dryer, newly renovated, 
dose to Stone Road Mall, parking, 
available July 15, $725 a month 
inclusive, 836-5214. 

Two-bedroom furnished condo in 
Cranberry Village, Collingwood, 
available immediately, 822-3129 or 
905-791-7712. 

Five-bedroom home, five appli-
ances, 15-minute walk to campus, 
available immediately, 827-9221 or 
jrvincen@uoguelph.ca. 

-<furnished t=wo-bedroom- holiday 
home in Antibes, France, available 
weekly or monthJy; furnished one-
bedroom apartmeat in southwest 
Paris, Nicole, 836-6745 or 
fnmoll@webtv.net. 

Furnished three-bedroom house in 
south end, central air. available July 
l , references required) no pets, 
S 1,500 a month plus utilities, 821-
3707. 

Furnished bedroom in three-
bedroom house in south end, private 
bathroom, shared kitchen, laundry, 
close to bus route, seven-minute 
drive to campus, available immedj-
ately, $250 a month inclusive for the 
summer and $400 a month inclusive 
from September, Ext. 3320 or 
821-6569. 

Two-bedroom apartment in 
country, four-piece bath, separate 
entrance, private side y3rd, parking, 
laundry, 15 minutes to Guelph. 
non-smokers, professional couple 
preferred, available July I, $995 a 
month plus utilities; one-bedroom 
townhouse apartment on two levels, 
two baths, close to bus route, garage, 
laundry, non-smokers, no pets, grad 
student or professional couple pre-
ferred, avaifable July 1, $750 a month 
plus utilities, 822-3744. 

WANTED 

Two- or three-bedroom house for 
professional couple, parking, laun-
dry. no pets, needed immediately for 
one year, Beth, 905-726-2003 or 
bamorim@sprint.ca. 

Two adult horseback riding helmets, 
send e-mail to al_cate@hotmail. 
com. 

AVAILABLE 

Care for your dog in my home while 
you travel, Cobi, 836-8086 or 
cdemmers@uoguelph.ca. 

Classifieds is a free service available 
to U of G staff; faculty, s tudents, 
alumni and retirees. Submit items 
to Linda Graham at l.graham@exec. 
uoguelph.ca or by fax to 824-7962. 
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ARBORETUM 

The Arboretum Auxiliary's Sunday 
afternoon walks continue May 26 
with "A Sensational Stroll" and June 
2 with "Backyard WiJdlife." The 
walks leave from the Nature Centre 
at 2 p.m. A donation of $3 per per-
son is suggested. 

Natural ist Chris Ba rley leads a work-
shop on "Look, See, Pa int" June 12 
or 13 from 9 to 11 :30 a.m. Cost is 
$25. Registration and payment 
deadline is May 29. A workshop on 
sketching nature runs June 13 fTom 
I to 3:30 p.m. Cost is $20. Registra-
tion dead.line is May 29. 

"Introduction to Birds" is the focus 
of a workshop with naturalist Chris 
Earley June 19 fTom 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Cost is $45. Registration and pay-
ment are required by June 5. 

A lil ac tree in the Arboretum's Hos-
pice Wellington Lilac Garden will be 
dedicated in memory of loved ones 
May 26 at 2 p.m. The community is 
welcome. 

LECTURE 

The Laurentian chapter of the Soci-
ety of Environmental Toxicology 
and Chemistry presents author 
Brenda-Lee Burke discussing "Don't 
Drink the Water: Risk Perception 
and Communication in the Walker-
ton Water Crisis" May 25 at 9 a.m. in 
the OVC Learning Centre. A book 
signing will foUow the 1alk. Ad mis-
sion is free, but donations will be 
coUected for the citizens of Walker-
ton. 

NOTICES 

The Ken neth Hammond Lecture 
Se ries on Environment, Energy and 
Resources held on campus last fall is 
being broadcast on CBC Radio's 
Ideas program this month. The 
series wraps up May 24 at 9:05 p.m. 
with fo rmer Guelph zoology profes-
sor Dave Lavigne discussing ''Eco-
logical Footprints, Doublespeak and 
the Evolution of the MachiavelJian 
Mind." 

The Guelph Centre for Organiza-
tional Research Inc., a not-for-profit 
human resource management con-
sulting firm, seeks two individuals to 
join i1s board of directors. For more 
information, contact executive 
director Diane Green at deguen@ 
omsconsult.com or 767-5072. 

The Stress Management and High 
Performance Clinic is offering a bet-
ter sleep program beginning May 28. 
It meets Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. in UC 
44 1. Cost is $20 fo r U of G students, 
$50 for others. For more informa-
tion, call Ext. 2662 or visit the Web 
site m\7\v.uoguelph.ca/- ksomers. 

Do you see colours when looking at 
numbers or letters? If so, researchers 
in the Department of Psychology 
would like to talk to you about a 
study they are conducting. For more 
information, contact Prof. Dan 
Meegan at Ext. 4998 or dmee-
gan@uoguelph.ca. 

THESIS DEFENCES 

The final examination of M.Sc. can-
didate Kimberly Holloway, Pathobi-

ology, is May24 at 9 a.m. in Pathobi-
ology JOI. The thesis is "Regulation 
of St.x2f Synthesis in Eschericliin coli 
Strain H.l.8." The adviser is Prof. 
Carlton Gyles. 

The final examination of M.A. 
candidate Natalie Osterberg, Phi-
losophy, is May 24 at 10 a. m. in 
MacKinnon 261. 'Fhe thesis is "Biol-
ogy and Self: Rolston and Naess on 
the Intrinsic Value of the Environ-
ment." The adviser is Prof. David 
Castle. 

The final examination of M.Sc. can-
didate Marilyn Jankevicius, Animal 
and Poultry Science, is May 27 at 9 
a. m. in Food Science 128. The thesis 
is ''The Effect of Adrenocortico-
trophic Hormone on Salt Appetite 
in Growing Pigs: Implications for 
Tail-Biting." The adviser is Prof. 
Tina Widowski. 

The final examination of Agricola 
Odoi, a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Population Medi-
cine, is June 3 at 1:30 p.m. in OVC 
1715. The thesis is "A Spatial Epide-
miologic Study of Giardiasis Cases 
Reported in Southern Ontario, 1990 
to 1998." The adviser is Prof. Wayne 
Martin. 

The final examination of PhD candi-
date Glenn Benoy, Zoology, is June 5 
at 2 p.m. in Axelrod 265A. The thesis 
is "Community Consequences of 
Indirect Interactions Between 
Waterfowl and Tiger Salamanders in 
Prairie Potholes." The adviser is 
Prof. Tom Nudds. 

The final examination of Farah 

Thong, a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Human Biology and 
Nutritional Sciences, is June 10 at 
1:30 p.m. in Animal Science and 
Nutrition 336. The thesis is "Insulin 
Regulation of Glucose Transport in 
Skeletal Muscle: Influence of Caf-
feine, Adenosine and Epinephrine." 
The adviser is Prof. 'ferry Graham. 

WORKSHOPS 

Computing and Communications 
Services presents workshops fo r 
graduate students on "Enterprise 
Guide for SAS" May 22, " Introduc-
tion to SAS" May 23, "SAS 
REG/CORR: Regression and Corre-
lation Analysis in SAS" May 24, 
"PROC GLM/PROC MIXED: Gen-
eral Linear Model Analysis in SAS" 
Mar 24, "Introduction to SPSS" 
June 3, "SPSS Means Comparison" 
June 3 and ''SPSS Factor Analysis" 
June 4. For more information, visit 
the Web site www.uoguelph.ca/css. 

The Wellington County Historical 
Society will hold its annual general 
meeting June 3 at 7 p.m. at the Wel-
lington County Museum and 
Archives. Guest speaker Prof. 
Catharine Wilson, History, will dis-
cuss work bees. 

The Waterloo-WeUington Wild-
flower Society's annual sale of native 
perennials is May 25 from 7 a.m. to 
noon at the Guelph Farmers' Mar-
ket. 

Guelph-Wellington Women in Cri-
sis holds its annual fundrais ing Lob-

ster Fest June 2 from I to 5 p.m. at 
Cox Creek Cellars Estate Winery. 
The event includes a winery tour and 
tasting and live Celtic music. Tickets 
are available at Kamil Juices and Bar-
ber Glass Gallery. 

The Guelph Spring Festival's 3Sth 
season honours Guelph as the City of 
Music from May 24 to June 2. Per-
formances will feature choral, cham-
ber and jazz/world music. Informa-
tion and tickets are available at the 
River Run box office, 763-3000, and 
on the Web at www.guelphspring-
festival .org. 

The Guelph Arts Council's annual 
historical walking tours of down-
town Guelph run Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Cost is $2. For more information, 
call 836-3280. 

Victory Public School on Exhibition 
Street holds its annual dessert party 
and fun fair May 30 fTom 5:30 to 8 
p.m. All proceeds go to support the 
school's programs. 

OPIRG-Guelph is hosting a Dande-
lion Festival May 26 from noon to 4 
p.m. at Riverside Park. The event 
features pesticide-free, environmen-
tally friendly activities and exhibits, 
as weU as musical entertainment. 

The next meeting of the Wellington 
County branch of the Ontario 
Genealogical Society is May 28 at 7 
p.m. at the Unitarian <Shurch, 122 
Harris St. Guest speaker Laura 
Hanowsk.i of the Saskatchewan 
Genealogical Society will discuss 
"Canada/U.S. Border Immigration 
Records or Westward Settlement." 

Physicists, Microbiologist Combine Expertise 
Trio receives inaugural funding from new provincial research network designed to find, develop and promote the use of new materials 

WHAT CONNECTS a physic ist's 
work on thin-film polrmers 

with a microbiologist studying 
bacterial colonies? 

Two Guelph faculty members 
will collaborate on small-scale as-
pects of physical and biological ma-
terials under a newly funded 
partnership that might result in any-
thing from a "lab on a chip" to 
methods fo r keeping hospital cathe-
ters and municipal water pipes alike 
working efficiently. 

Profs. John Dutcher, Physics, 
and Terry Beveridge, Microbiology, 
are among a "trio of Ontario re-
searchers to receive inaugural fund-
ing from a new provincial research 
network designed to find, develop 
and promote the use of new materi-
als. 

"Terry has expertise in microbi-
ology and the physical propert ies of 
bacteria, which is especially impor-
tant in understanding bacteria when 
they grow as biofilm:.," says 
Dutcher. "1 have a lot of expertise in 
the physical properties of 1hin fiJms 
of polymer molecules. The idea is to 
combine our expertise to learn 

something new." 
The project extends their existing 

research collaboration through 
Guelph's Centre for Food and Soft 
Materials Science. It also involves 
Gary Slater, a physicist at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa, who studies simula-
tions of interactions among 
adhesion of polymers, biological 
molecules and solid surfaces. 

Says Beveridge: "By bringing to-
gether a physical surface scientist, a 
theoretical physicist and a microbi -
ologist, this project will truly have an 
interdisciplinary approach." 

The grant, worlh $85,000 a year 
for hvo years, comes from the first 
competition fo r the Emerging Mate-
rials Knowledge Network under Ma-
terials and Manufacturing Ontario, a 
provincial Centre of Excellence. 

Supplemented by funding from 
the Natural Sciences and Engineer-
ing Research CounC'il, the money will 
support a post-doctoral researcher 
and graduate studen t at Guelph, as 
well as one or two grad students in 
Ottawa. The projec;t will also involve 
other grad students already at 
Guelph under other existing pro-

grams of the researchers and at Ot-
tawa. 

"The budget includes money for 
travel back and forth, so students do-
ing work at Ottawa can visit Guelph 
to see how experiments are done and 
students at Guelph can go to Ottawa 
to see how computer simulations are 
done," says Dutcher. 

The funding network supports 
research and partnerships in study-
ing novel materials, particularly 
those without any immediate com-
mercial use. 

Despite its "blue sky" aspec ts, 
studying 1hin-film polymers and 
bacterial fil'ms holds out' promise in 
several related fields. How to reduce 
drag in liquids flowing over surfaces 
ranging from pipes to tiny capillar-
ies? How to integrate polymers into 
composite structures? How to con-
trol fouling of surfaces by bacterial 
biofilms? 

"The whole project is abo ut 
modification of existing surfaces 
with polymers and bacleria," 
Dutcher says. 

Studying fluid flow in ext remely 
small environments is important to 
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people working on miniaturizat ion, 
including more sensitive sensors for 
various biological molecules, he 
adds. "ln the future, it may be possi-
ble to take a whole lab and put it on a 
microchip or even many labs on the 
same chip." 

On a larger scale, modifying sur-
faces could reduce drag in oil or wa-
ter pipes to preve nt buildup of 
deposits, including biofi.lms. The 
same idea could also apply to medi-
cal implants such as catheters and 
pacemakers, where accumulation of 
bacteria can lead to infection. 

"Biofilms are responsible for ap-
proximatel)' 60 per cent of hospital-
acquircd infection through contami-
nation of implants," Dutcher says. 

Beveridge notes that biofilms are 
a natural growth strategy for micro-
organisms and they coat almost all 
natural or artificial surfaces, from 
sediments in the Speed River to the 
sides of sewage drains. He hopes 
these studies will help find a way to 
penet rate the natural jelly-like sub-
stances that encase biofilms and pro-
tect them from biocides and 
antibiotics. 

('This would be an enormous 
breakthrough for the medical and 
industrial communities and save 
millions of dollars," he says. 

An understanding of polymer-
surface interactions is also impor-
tant in the emerging field of polymer 
nanocomposites created by incor-
porating nanoscopic particles or 
wires into polymers, says Dutcher. 
"Generally, people are interested in 
these as a way to reinforce polymers 
to make them stronger." 

He and his fe llow researchers 
work with various companies that 
might find a way to apply the results 
of their work. 

"We can get them excited about 
our capabilities," says Dutcher. "To-
gether, we cover a broad range of 
world-class expertise. Creating that 
kind of collaboration is appealing, 
and it's also kind of fun. These are 
complex systems. They scare a lot of 
people who are interested in funda-
mental unders tanding because 
they're so complicated, but it 's still 
possible to do nice work in these 
very rich systems.'' 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 
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