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Fellowship a Coup 
for PhD Candidate 
Award will support research on crop biodiversity in India 

KIRIT PATEL, a rural studies PhD 
candidate in the Department 

of Sociology and Anthropology, is 
one of only two researchers world-
wide to receive a 2002 Vavilov-
Frankel Fellowship from the 
International Plant Genetic 
Resources lnstitute based in Rome. 

Launched in 1989 by the Consul-
tative Gro up on International Agri-
cultural Research to commemorate 
the contributions of academician 
Nikolai lvanovich Vavilov and Sir 
Otto Frankel to plant science and 
global food security, the fe llowships 
aim to encourage the conservation 
and use of plant genetic resources. 
They are awarded to outstanding 
young researchers to carry out inno-
vative work at an advanced resea rch 
institute outside their own country 
fo r up to a year. 

Patel, a native of Gujarat prov-
ince in India , will use the $24,000 US 
fellowship for his research on 
"Breaking the Nexus Between Pov-
erty and Agrobiodiversity: Institu-
tional and Policy Changes for 
Supporting Farmer-Led Participa-
tory Crop Improvement and Con-
servation." A PhD student at Guelph 
since fall 1999, he will take up the 

fellowship at the end of the year. 
Patel's supervisor, Prof. Sally 

Humphries, says the fe llowship is a 
major coup fo r both Patel and the 
University. 

"Within the world of conserva-
tion, it is an extremely prestigious 
award fo r young scholars, maybe the 
most prestigious," she says. "And it 
almost always goes to biological sci-
entists. So to have it go to a social sci-
ence student at Guelph is quite a 
feat. '' 

Before coming to Guelph, Patel 
earned a master's degree in agricul-
tural sciences fro m Gujarat Agricul-
tural Unive rsity in India in 199 1, 
then began working on a joint proj-
ect with the Society for Research and 
Initiatives for Sustainable Technol-
ogy and Institutions and the Indian 
Institute of Management in Ah-
llli:dabad, an internationally known 
management school. The project fo-
cused on the creativity of small farm-
ers and other grassroots innovators, 
examining how they evolve and how 
they develop solutions to day-to-day 
problems. 

"Many institutions and projects 
look at these fa rmers as a source of 

See A WARD on page JO 

Plants That Get 
Along With Their 
Dirt Do Best 
Botanist's findings reported in May issue ofNature 

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST has 
long been believed to be the 

key to success in nature. But new 
researc:h by Prof. John Klironomos, 
Botany, reveals that in the plant 
world, longevity is determined by 
how well a species competes with its 
own soil and not other flora. And the 
longe r a plant has been aro und, the 
tougher the battle. 

" It has always been assumed that 
plants were fighting it out for space 
and other resources in the wild," says 
Klironomos, whose findings ap-
peared in the May 2 issue of Nahire. 
' 1But it turns out that plants may not 
even be aware of what other plants 
are growing up nert to them. The 
battle for survival is really between 
the plant and its soil pathogens." 

He conducted a series of con-

trolled and field experiments involv-
ing plan ts that are native and fo reign 
to Canada. He grew them fo r equal 
durations in pots of "home" and 
"foreign" soil, monitoring their 
growth and interactions with soil 
pathogens. He then planted the same 
species in natural meadows i.n the 
Arboretum. 

What he found is that fo r a plant, 
there is no such thing as a "home 
court advantage." 

"Many native species have trou-
ble growing in 'home soil' because 
the species-specific pathogens have 
had so much time to accumulate," 
says KJironomos. 

"The plants that are flourishing 
- both i_n the experiments and in 
the wild - are often the invaders. 
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This Bug's for You 
Could this giant cockroach tell you apart from someone else? Not likely, you say? Student researcher Emily 
Heslop begs to differ. PHOTO BY HANK DAVIS 

Watch Where You Step • • • 
Researchers find insect can differentiate one person from another 

EMILY HESLOP is not a "bug 
person." Creepy crawlers with 

long antennae and alien-looking 
undersides make the undergraduate 
psychology student's skin crawl as 
much as the next person's. But twice 
a day for more than three months, 
she would pick up giant hissing 
cockroaches and stroke their shells 
while they walked over her hand. 

It wasn't an exercise in self-
control or phobia reduction. Hes-
lop. along with Prof. Hank Davis, 
Psychology, was conducting a first-
ever study on whether the giant in-
sects can tell humans apart . Their re-
search subjects were 13 cockroaches 
from Madagascar, selected from a 
colony of severaJ hundred that are 
housed in U of G's Bovey Building. 
The insects, which can grow to be 
several inches in length, hiss and 
lurch their bodies upwards when 
they're distressed. 

"They were perfect for lhe 
study," Davis says, explaining lhat 
fo r this rype of research, it's impera-
tive that the subjects have some type 
of distinguishing behaviour that lets 
researchers know whether they' re 
starting to trust them. "What could 
be berter than a cockroach that 
hisses when it feels threatened? It 
was a great opportunity fo r us." 

But sometimes, working with 
even the most ideal research subjects 
requires making a few mental ad-
justments. 
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"I' m not a bug person either," 
says Davis. "The firs! couple of times 
Emily and I went out to see them, I 
think we we re holding each other 
up. The cock.roaches Live inside egg 
cartons in the colony, and you'd 
turn one over and there wo uld be 15 
or so of them clinging to the inside, 
and you'd have to take a deep breath. 
We definitely both wondered if we 
we re going to get through it. n 

Cockroaches were randomly se-
lected for the study and isolated in 
plastic containers. The only contact 
the bugs, which are accustomed to 
communal living, had with another 
Living creatwe was rwice-daily visits 
from Heslop. She wo uld stroke their 
shells and murmur kind words dur-
ing her vis its. 

"The firs t few times I picked 
them up, I had to get all the heebie-
jeebies out ," she says. "I would re-
mind myself that they don't bite, 
that they couldn' t burt me, and ! just 
had to get used to the m crawling 
over my skin." 

Heslop wasn 't the only one who 
went through an acclimatization 
process; it appears that her six-
legged research subjects grew accus-
tomed to her as well. Preliminary 
findings show that seven of the 13 
cock.roaches became habituated to 
humans, meaning they no longer 
hissed when handled by people. But 
even more interesting is that four of 
the cock.roaches became habituated 

only to Heslop. During critical tests, 
the four cockroaches would hiss and 
lurch their bodies when handled by 
another researcher, but cease that 
behavio ur when picked up by 
Heslop. 

" It is this less frequent outcome 
that we are most interested in," says 
Davis, an animal behaviour psy-
chologist. "In these cases, the cock-
roaches seems to be saying: ' I'm not 
go ing to habituate 10 humans in 
general. I'm going to be selective 
about who can handle me, and in 
this case, her name is Emi.ly.m 

Davis adds that it's unclear what 
made the cock.roaches distinguish 
Heslop from other humans. 

"It could be pheromones (chemi-
cal signals) or the brand of soap she 
uses, I don 't know," he says. "But it's 
an early indication that inverte-
brates, which are often considered 
less complex and less intelligent than 
vertebrates, can indeed dist inguish 
one human from another." 

Cock.roaches are the 12th species 
that Davis has studied to see if they 
can differentiate bet\veen humans. 
The research, which he and Heslop 
plan to submit for publication, has 
both pure science and practical ap-
plications. The fac1 that animals and 
even bugs can tell humans apart may 
affect the results of animal studies 
and have considerable implications 
for research, he says. 
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New Human Rights Policy, 
Procedures Document 
Represents Major Advance 
Strong community involvement an integral part of developing, applying policy 

U OF G's new human rights 
policy and procedures docu-

ment is "a tremendous achieve-
ment" for the University, says 
Patrick Case, director of the Human 
Rights and Equity Office. "What we 
have achieved is a balance ben'/een 
1''10 key values - academic freedom 
and freedom from discrimination." 

Approved by Board of Governors 
last month, the document represents 
a major advance over its predeces-
sor, the 1993 serual and gender har-
assment policy, says Case. For one, 
the new policy addresses all forms of 
discrimination covered under the 
Human Rights Code - including 
disability, race, gender, ethnicity and 
sexual orientation - whereas the 
previous policy had a much nar-
rower focus. 

"That's really important," he 
says. "The Unive rsity can take pride 
in its willingness to grapple with the 
fuJl range of human rights issues 
from the simplest to the most com-
plex." 

The policy and accompanying 
procedures (for the resolution of hu-
man rights discrimination and har-
assment concerns, disputes and 
complaints) also speU out the legal 
obligations U of G has in resolving 
human rights concerns and offer 
clear guidelines for people in super-
visory positions on how to resolve 
human rights matters at an informal 
level. And they provide protection 
from reprisals and bad-faith allega-
tions fo r both complainants and re-
spondents involved in a human 
rights matter. 

That strong community involve-
ment will continue with the creation 
of a Human Rights Advisory Group, 
as mandated by the policy, says Case. 
With a membership drawn from 
across the University. the group will 
advise the Human Rights and Equity 
Office on the application of the pol-
icy, wiU gather statistics and will 
oversee the selection of community 
members to serve as resource people 
fo r individuals involved in a human 
rights issue. 

"Th is aspect of the process is 
something to be proud of," says 
Case. ''It puts the responsibility for 
address ing human rights matters out 
in the community where it belongs. 
This is a very healthy thing. What it's 
saying to people is that the mainte-
nance of a safe and caring environ-
ment is everyone's responsibility and 
that the welfare of the person living 
or working next to you really is your 
business." 

Another significant aspect of the 
new policy and procedures docu-
ment is that it calls for pe riodic re-
view of how it's working, he says. 

"This will give people an oppor-
tunity to look back and see what 
works and what doesn ' t. At no time 
should people feel that this policy is a 
dosed door. Law and practice in this 
area are constantly evolving and so, 
too, is the culture in which these 
policies work." 

People also shouldn't think that 
this policy represents the sum total 
of the University's efforts in the area 
of human rights, says Case. "The 
policy is only one piece of it." 

He points to the efforts of Resi-
dence Life staff during orientation 
and throughout the school year to 
bring attention to human rights is-

sues, the work of Security Services in 
the area of campus safety, the ongo-
ing human rights discussion group 
drawn from student leaders across 
campus and the human rights office 
of the Central Student Association as 
examples of the University's ongo-
ing commitment to human rights. 

" In addition, there's rarely a time 
when human rights and equity issues 
don't figure as part of the discussions 
at senior-level management meet-
ings. They're almost always on the 
agenda in some form ." 

With the new policy and proce-
dures in place, the Human Rights 
and Equity Office now plans to hold 
sessions across the University to ori-
ent employees to the policy and to 
discuss human rights issues in gen-
eral. 

"The University wants to provide 
an environment where people are 
free to express their views and con-
cerns," says president Mordechai 
Rozanski. "Discrimination and har-
assment are at odds with the under-
lying values of our democratic 
society and, simultaneously, in con-
flict with the University's academic 
values, which focus on the pursuit of 
knowledge and truth through an 
open and reasoned exchange of 
ldeas." 

Rozanski commends everyone 
who was involved in developing the 
new human rights policy and proce-
dures and thanks Case, provost 
Alastair Summerlee and the various 
governance bodies that participated 
in the process. 

The policy and procedures can be 
viewed on the Web at W\'l\V. 

uoguelph.ca/hre/policies.htm. 

BY BARBARA CHANCE 

The policy, coupled with the on-
going educational efforts of the Hu-
man Rights and Equity Office and 
the dozens of other people involved 
with equity work on campus, is 
aimed at "producing a diverse and 
supportive environment for stu -
dents to live and learn in and for em-
ployees to work in," he says. 

Development of the policy and 
procedures was a community-wide 
effort that included input from a 
broadly consultative working group 
made up of students, faculty and 
staff, as well as from several open 
community meetings. 

Vineland Honours 
Gift of Sakura Trees 

Correction 
I N THE A PRIL 24 issue of @Guelph, 

Prof. lain Campbell , Physics, was 
incorrectly identified as the acting 
chair of the Department of Physics. 

THE D EPARTMENT of Plant 
Agriculture's Vineland campus 

will host a ceremonial tree planting 
May 28 at noon to acknowledge a gift 
of Sakura trees to U of G from the 
consul general of Japan. 

The Sakura is a Japanese orna-
mental flowering cherry blossom 
tree that is Japan's most beloved 
plant and most celebrated flower. In 
honour o~ the gift, a Sakura "Friend-
ship" Garden has been planted on 

the Vineland campus. 
Guests at the ceremony will in-

clude chancellor Lincoln Alexander; 
OAC dean Craig Pearson; Takashi 
Koezuka, consul general of Japan in 
Toronto; Antoinette Marwitz, U.S. 
consul general; Pro[ David Hume, 
interim associate vice-president (re-
search, agri-food and partnerships); 
and Prof. Clarence Swanton, chair 
of the Department of Plant Agricul-
ture. 
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CONFERENCE TO FOCUS 
ON LEADERSHIP 
U of G will host the 2002 
Recognition of Leadership 
Conference July 11 to 13. 
The conference is designed 
for mid-career professionals 
in the private, public and 
not-for-profit sectors who 
are looking to advance both 
personally and profession-
ally. Conference chair is 
Patrick Boyer, an adjunct 
political science professor 

and a former parliamentarian~ 
attorney and journalist. Guest 
speakers include Ontario Chief 
Justice Roy McMurtry. Por more 
information, call the Office of 
Open Learning at 767-5000 or 
check out the Web site www. 
guelphleadersbip.com/conference. 

ROCK DEDICATED MAY s 
Members of the University com-
munity marked May Day with 
workshops on labour history and 
poJitical action, as well as speeches 
by representatives of the various 
unions and organizations on cam-
pus. Jn addition, a commemorative 
rock in front of Day Hall was dedi-
cated to "employees who have been 
injured or fatally injured" while 
working at the University. 

MAC CIRCLE TO BE CLOSED 
Vehicle access into the turning cir-
cle in front of Macdonald Hall wiU 
be permanently blocked within the 
next nvo months. Chris Pickard, 
director of planning, engineering 
and construction, says this move is 
consistent with rhe University's 
campus master plan, bul is primar-
ily due to the- need to keep heavy 
tmcks off the circle because of the 
deterioration of the tunnels below. 
There is no safety concern for 
pedestrians on the circle, he adds. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE PLANNED 
A "Celebration of Life" service will 
be held June I at I p.m. atthe Arbo-
retum for Richard Gurure, a 1997 
PhD graduate of the Department of 
Animal and Poultry Science who 
died recently in his home country 
of Zimbabwe. The memorial serv-
ice will include the dedication of a 
silver maple tree and memorial 
plaque. Anyone wishing to donate 
to the tree memorial fund should 
contact Prof. Rid1 Moccia at Ext. 
6216 or rmoccia@uoguelph.ca. 

Household Drugs May Be 
Affecting Canada's Water 
Study explores impact of pharmaceuticals on the environment 

WALKERTON, ONT., and North 
Battleford, Sask., have given 

the topic of clean water a chilling 
new significance in Canada. In that 
light, U of G researchers are taking 
pre-emptive measures to assess 
water safety by examining an as-yet 
unexplored potential pollu- tant: 
household drugs. 

Prof. Keith Solomon and re-
search associate Sean Richards of the 
Centre for Toxicology are leading a 
study to determine the effects of 
commonly used pharmaceuticals be-
ing released into lakes and streams 
through treated sewage effluent and 
raw sewage. 

"The effects of pharmaceuticals 
on the environment have not been 
explored," says Solomon. "They've 
been extensively tested in mammals, 
but their potential effects in the envi-
ronment are large I}' unknown." 

EcologicaJ testing programs for 
pharmaceuticals released in sewage 
effluent have never been established 
in North America, even though Can-
ada alone dumps more than a trillion 
litres of virtually untreated sewage 
into surface water every year. A brief 
survey of sewage treatment plant ef-
fluent in 14 Canadian cities, sup-
ported by the Canadian Network of 
Toxicology Centres (CNTC), has re-
vealed the presence of numerous an-
algesic and lipid-regulating drugs 
'commonly used by humans. 

To conduct this research, 
CNTC's risk assessment methodolo-
gies team set up a series of experi-
mental ponds containing organisms 
representing different trophic levels 
in the natural environment. They 
added widely prescribed pharma-
ceuticals to these experimental eco-
systems to test their effects on the 
communities and organisms within. 

Richards and Solomon selected 
widely used, commercially available 
drugs that are used internationally, 
including one anti-inflammatory 
analgesic, a fluoroquinolone antibi-
otic and a selective serotonin re-
uptake inhibitor. "We wanted to get 
a broad overview of different types of 
pharmaceuticals in the environ-
ment, so we looked at as many differ-
ent classes of pharmaceuticals as 
possible," says Richards. 

Researchers Sean Richards, left, and Prof. Keith Solomon are studying 
the impact of drugs on surface water. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

New technology in analytical 
methods, such as liquid chromatog-
raphy tandem mass spectrometry, 
have made i.\ possi.b\e to analyse 
treated water and sewage effluent for 
pharmaceuticals, which are generally 
water-soluble and usually present in 
relatively low concentrations. 

Drugs designed for human use 
are tested for possible synergistic ef-
fects when used in combination with 
other commonly used drugs. But 
these compounds, alone or in com-
bination with other substances, can 
still cause problems in the environ-
ment, where there is no control over 
what substances will combine. No 
case studies exist for possible effects 
of these combinations. 

This is especially true in aquatic 
ecosystems, a highly mobile medium 
capable of carrying substances over 
long distances. 

''Releases into water can have 
long-range effects," says Richards. 
"Water tends to be the universal sink 

for many substances used by hu-
mans 

With an aging population and in-
creased pharmac~u\i.c.a\ use in west-
ern society, Richards anticipates chat 
the amount of drugs in surface water 
will only increase. 

"We are being pre-emptive in the 
collection of information, to see if 
it's causing a problem we aren't 
aware of. Being proaciive is better 
than being reactive." 

Other researchers involved in this 
project are Prof. Scott Mabury of the 
University of Toronto, Prof. Ohris 
Metcalfe of Trent University and, at 
Guelph, Prof. Paul Sibley, Environ-
mental Biology, graduate student 
David Johnson and undergraduates 
Richard Brain and Christian Wilson. 
This research was sponsored by the 
CNTC and Canada's Research-
Based Pharmaceutical Companies 
R,.&D. 

BY MURRAY TONG 
SPARK PROGRAM 

GRAD STUDENT TO PLAY 
FOR CANADA IN WORLD CUP 
Colette McAuley) a graduate stu-
dent in the Department of Plant 
Agriculture, will travel to Barcelona, 
Spain, ne.TI week as a member of the 
Canadian Women's Rugby Team to 
play in the World Cup. The game:. 
run May 13 to 26. Canada is seeded 
fourth and wiU open dgJiml No. 13 
Ireland May 13. 

YET NAMED EDITOR 
Prof. Jeff Caswell, Pathobiology, has 
been named the feature editor of 
Patliologisrs' Comer, a columo pub-
lished in the Ca11adiat1 Vtteriuary 
Journal 

COLUMNIST WINS AWARD 
Owen Roberts, direclor of research 
communications in the Office of 
Research, captured third place in 
the Columnist of the Year/Bell Can-
ada Award from the Ontario Com-
munity Newspapers Association for 
a column that appears regularly in 
the Woolwich Observer. 

SHUTE VISITS NEW ZEALAND 
Prof. Jim Shute) director of the Cen-
tre for International Programs, 
served as a resource person and 
reviewer for an internationalization 
benchmarking and good practices 
workshop at Otago University in 
New Zealand convened by the 
Commonwealth Universities Study 
Abroad Consortium. While in New 
Zealand, Shute initiated a new stu-
dent exchange agreement with Wai-
kato Universi.ty. 

STUDENTS HONOURED IN U.S. 
Two s1udents in the Department of 
Human Biology and Nutritional 
Sciences won award!! at the Federa-
tion of American Societies for 
Experimental Biology medlng last 
month in New Orleans. PhD stu-
dent Marina Mourtzakis received a 
Research AwMd forClinicaJlovesti-
gation from the American Physiol-
ogy Sociery's endocrinology and 
metaboHsm seccion. Her abstract 
was titled '\Pyruvate Dehydrogenase 
Adive Form and Carbohydrate 
Utilization During Prolonged Exer-
cise. Her adviser is Prof. Terry Gra~ 
ham. Graduating B.Sc. student 
Michelle Daniels won the American 
Society for Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology's undergraduate 
posrer competi1ion. 

Athletes to Promote Healthy Sport at S@GE 
Fourth-annual science camp expects to draw more than 1,000 students 

G RAOES 7 AND 8 students 
attending this year's S@GE, 

Guelph's popular science camp, will 
gain some first-hand knowledge 
about the science of sport from two 
renowned Canadian athletes. 

Runner Rachelle Campbell, who 
competed in the 4x400 relay for Can-
ada in the Montreal Olympics, and 
boxing champion Sean O'Meara will 
take part in camp modules and 1alk 
to students aboul setting goals and 
university life. S@GE, which stands 
for the Science at Guelph Experi-

ence, began May 6 and runs until 
June 14 and is expected to attract 
more than 1,000 students. 

CampbeU and O'Meara have 
been chosen as important role mod-
els to promote healthy sport and 
healthy lifestyles, says GilLian Joseph. 
a manager for program development 
in the Office of Open Leaming, 
which works with faculty on devel· 
oping the camp's learning modules. 

"S@GE is not just a great way 10 

learn about chemistry, physics and 
technology,'' she says. "It is also 

abour the connections among art, 
science and social science, as well as 
the impact science and technology 
have on humans, animals and the 
world around us. There is something 
for every interes t and aptitude." 

Campbell. who is acting supervi-
sor at the U of G Child-Care and 
Learning Centre, has won many na-
tional and international awards and 
medals for track and field and was 
induc1ed into the Guelph Sports Hall 
of Fame. O'Meara, a U of G student, 
is a national and international box-
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ing champion currently ranked third 
in Canada. He won a silver medal i.n 
the Pan American Games trials and 
has represented Canada in Ireland, 
England, France and the United 
Stale>. 

S@GE. now in its fourth year, is a 
three-day residential science and 
technology program co·sponsored 
by the Office of Open Learning, Hos-
pitality Services and Student Hous-
ing Services. Students register as a 
school class, staying in residence 
with their 1eachers and parent chap-

erones and experiencing interactive 
learning using U of G's computer 
and laboratory facilities. 

The learning modules are de-
signed along the themes of the On-
tario school science curriculum to 
promote inteUectual creativity and a 
sense of discovery. The modules are 
developed by Guelph faculty and are 
typically taught by graduate students 
or senior undergraduates. Partici-
panls are able to use equipment or 
resources that provide a practical 
"han~s-on" approach to learning. 



THIS IS PART of a continuing 
series to introduce new faculty 

to the U of G community. 

ANDREW BENDALL 
Assistant professor, Molecular Biology 
and Genetics 
Background: B.Sc., Australian 
National University; PhD, Mac-
quarie University, Australia 
Teaching objectives: An under-
standing of genetics is fast becoming 
a prerequjsite fo r making informed 
choices about our collective way of 
life. I aim to help students see the 
relevance of course material to their 
own lives. I am also committed to 
the idea that those who practise and 
learn about science are enriched by 
an understanding of the historical 
context of the discipline. I incorpo-
rate a historical perspective in teach-
ing as a way to analyse and appreci-
ate 1he nature of progress in science. 
Research objectives: To understand 
embryonic events at the molecular 
level by working at the interface 
among biochemistry. molecular 
biology and embryology. I am par-
ticuJarly interested in the functions 
of homeobox genes during verte-
brate development because they are 
involved in reguJating many of the 
fundamental processes of embryo-
genesis. These studies have implica-
tions for understanding processes as 
diverse as human disease and the 
evolution of animal bodies. 
A.ttraction to \J of~ The teputation 
of Guelph as a university that com-
bines a tradition of excellence in 
undergraduate teaching with a 
strong commitment to research. The 
availability of state-of-the-art 
genomics/proteomics and animal 
facilities at U of G was particularly 
attractive. 

DOMINIQUE BUREAU 
Assistant professor, Animal and Poul-
try Science 

Background: B.Sc.A. (Bio-agron-
omy) and M.Sc. (animal science), 
Laval University; PhD (nutritional 
sciences), University of Guelph. 
Teaching objectives: To present 
students with challenging and up-
to-date material on the nutrition of 
aquatic animals. To help students 
acquire the skills and knowledge 
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they need to be able to search, 
understand and critically evaluate 
nutritional information and then 
use this information to address vari-
ous real-life issues. 
Research objectives: To better 
understand how fish grow and how 
various factors affect the way fish use 
nutrients. Another goal is to develop 
more cost-effective and less wasteful 
fish feeds and production strategies. 

STEFAN GROSCHL 
Assistant professor, Scliool of Hotel 
and Food Administration 
Background: M.Sc. (international 
hotel and tourism management) and 
PhD, Oxford Brookes University, 
U.K. 
Teaching objectives: Provide stu-
dents with a framework to identify, 
analyse and evaluate issues in organ-
izational behaviour and human 
resource management. 
Research objectives: J am writing a 
paper based on my PhD, which 
focused on cultural differences be-
tween French and British managers 
in an international hotel organiza-
tion. I am also interested in research-

ing aspects related to Aboriginals 
working and training in the hospital-
ity industry. 
Attraction to U of G: The School of 
Hotel and Food Administration's 
strong reputation in Canada. 

BRAD HANNA 
(Photo not available) 
Assistant professor, Biomedical Sci-
ences 

Background: B.Sc. (biology), DVM, 
M.Sc. and PhD (biophysics), Uni-
versity of Guelph. Also licensed to 
practise veterinary medicine in 
Ontario. 
Teaching objectives: In the DVM 
program, to help veterinary students 
apply knowledge of physiology and 
pharmacology to the solution of 
clinical problems and to encourage a 
critical approach to all forms of ther-
apy. In the science programs, to 
encourage enthusiasm for science. 
Research objectives: I am currently 
examining the effects of disease-
related ion channel mutations on 
channel function using electro-
physiological techniques. I'm also 
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collaborating with groups here and 
at other universities to study a vari-
ety of plant, animal and human 
membrane transport proteins using 
the Xenopru oocyte expression sys-
tem. 
Attraction to U of G: A school of 
veterinary medicine known for the 
excellent calibre of its graduates, the 
reputation of the University as a 
whole, the large clinical caseload at 

the Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
and opportunities to teach students 
in clinical and science programs. 

MARK MCCULLAGH 
Assistant professor, Philosophy 
Background: BA, University of 
Toronto; PhD, University of Pitts-
burgh 
Teaching objectives: To help stu-
dents express their long-suppressed 
philosophical urges, both by pro-
voking lively argumentative discus-
sions and by providing critical feed-
back on written expressions of their 
views. 
Research objectives: My publica-

tions and works in progress focus on 
issues in epistemology, philosophy 
oflanguage and philosophy of mind. 
Specifically, I am interested in con-
cept possession, self-knowledge, 
inferential-role semantics, attitude 
ascription and a priori knowledge. 
Attraction to U of G: The prospect 
of a fruitful intellectual environ-
ment, due both to the calibre of 
philosophical interlocutors in the 
Philosophy Department and to the 
University's long-standing support 
for philosophical research. 

BLAIR NONNECKE 
Assista11t professor, Comp!lting and 
Information Science 
Background: B.Sc. and M.Sc., Uni-
versity of Guelph; PhD, South Bank 
University, U.K. 
Teaching objectives: I want to be a 
good teacher, expand my knowledge 
and have students come away with 
an appreciation and better under-
standing of human-computer inter-
action. 
Research objectives: To develop a 
better understanding of technology 
and its impact on human beings. I 
am particularly interested in the use 
of computers in creating online 
communities and the role comput-
ers play in our daily lives. 
Attraction to U of G: Good friends, 
a growing department and a great 
campus. 

MICHELE OLIVER 
Assistant Professor, Engineering 
Background: BPE, McMaster Uni-
versity; MPE, M.Sc.E. and PhD 
(mechanical engineering). Univer-
sity of New Brunswick 
Teaching objectives: To provide a 
learning environment where stu-
dents can learn the course material 
while concomitantly developing 
their critical and integrative thinking 
abilities. 
Research objectives: My primary 
focus is the study of the mechanics of 
joystick controllers used in large 
mobile construction and forestry 
vehicles, as well as the effects that 
these controllers have on the biome-
chanics of their human operators. 
Attraction to U of G: The accep-
tance of interdisciplinary study as 
well as the balance of importance 
assigned to teaching and research. 

Construction Gets Under Way on Guelph-Humber Building 
CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN on the 

University of Guelph-Humber's new 
academic building in Toronto. After a public 
tender process, the general construction 
contract has been awarded to Ball 
Construction lnc. of Kitchener, which has 
built more than 40 academic buildings in 
Ontario. 

The $45-million facility, scheduled for 
completion in summer 2003, will be a four-
storey structure with classroom and laboratory 
space for 2,000 students, a 200-seat learning 
commons, an Internet caf~ and a student-run 
art gallery. The building is an essential part of 
U of G's commitment to help accommodate 

the "double cohort" of students expected in 
2003, says David Trick, Guelph-Humber's 
vice-provost and chief administrative officer. 

To date, 1,404 students have applied to be 
part of the University of Guelph-Humber's 
first class of students this September. Guelph-
Humber plans to enrol about 240 students this 
fall in business, computing and media studies. 

Simultaneously, planning is already under 
way to develop Guelph-Humber's academic 
strengths and expand its program offerings. 
More than two dozen faculty from Guelph and 
Humber participated in a March 27 "vision-
ing" day, which focused on defining Guelph-
Humber's identity, sharpening its program 
goals and considering new offerings. Four new 

programs have already been approved for Sep-
tember 2003: justice studies, early childhood 
services, family and community social services, 
and gerontology. 

"A team of Guelph-Humber faculty led by 
Nancy Burt of Humber and Prof. Fred Evers of 
Guelph is tackling the major task of curricu-
lum development," says Prof. Michael Night-
ingale. Guelph-Humber's vice-provost and 
chief academic officer. 

'The team has developed almost l 00 
courses, which will be offered for the first time 
over the next two years," he says. "These have 
been developed from scratch, integrating both 
Guelph's learning objectives and Humber's 
employability skills." 
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The University of Guelph-Hurnber's Web 
site has been awarded a silver medal in the an-
nual competition hosted by the Canadian 
Council for the Advancement of Education. 
The site (www.guelphhumber.ca) was de-
signed and implemented under the direction 
of U of G Web master Stuart Robertson. 

During the peak of this year's recruitment 
season, more than 800 users a day visited the 
site. There, visitors can take a virtual tour of 
the new University of Guelph-Humber build-
ing, find out about new programs and register 
for campus visits. More changes to the Web 
site are planned to better serve the needs of 
Guelph-Humber's first students this Septem-
ber. 



Campaign Volunteers Thanked for 
Commitment to University's Future THE CAMPUS community cam-

paign has been a success 
principally because of the great 
efforts of the dozens of faculty, staff, 
retiree and student volunteers who 
brought the campaign 's message to 
their individual unit s. 

On April 24, these voluntee rs 
were recognized at an appreciation 
breakfast at the Arboretum. Presi-
dent Mordechai Rozanski and Prof. 
Rob Mclaughlin, vice-president 
(alumni affairs and development}, 
thanked individual volunteers for 
their commitment to the Universi-
ty's future. 

"This campaign has been a real 
opportunity for each of us to show 
how much we care about Guelph 
and how much we wan t to make it an 
even better place to work, teach, 
lea rn and do researc:h," Rozanski 
sa id. 

"And you have certainly done so 
while inspiring others to do so, as 
well. I am so glad to be here to per-
sonally thank you. It is a weU-
deserved recognition of the time and 
energy you have devoted to our cam-
pus community campaign." 

Contributions to the campus 
campaign continue to come in from 
the University community, both 
here on the Guelph campus and be-
yond. At Ridgetown College, fo r ex-
ample, faculty and staff are 
contributing towards the college's 
millennium building project. At the 
Vineland campus of the Department 
of Plant Agriculture, staff are making 
donations to the department's pro-
fessional development fund, which 
will enable staff to obtain funding for 
special or additional work training, 
attendance at conferences, participa-
tion at seminars, etc. 

Other off-campus members of 
the community who are showing 
their support for the campaign 
include members of Board of 
Governors, the Board of Trustees 
and the U of G Foundation Board. 

The following is a list of the cam-
pus community campaign volun-
teers: 
• Len Adams, College of Arts 

Sylvia Willms of Hospitality Services, left, Agnes Allen of the pres ident's office, centre, and Marilyn Langlois of 
Student Affairs were three of the dozens of campus community campaign vo lunteers honoured at an 
appreciation breakfast. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

Agnes Allen, Executive Offices 
Catherine Bakker, OAC 
Lynn Bardwell, OVC 
Margaret Bates, OVC 
Kim Best, OVC 
Mary Beverley-Burton, Retiree 
Representative 

• Kathy Biondi, OAC 
Rob Brooks, CPES 
Sandra Brown, CBS 
Mary Ann Burrows, Alumni 
House 
Ross Butler, Alumni House 
David Castle, Arts 
Daniel Chouinard, Arts 

Patricia Collins, Laboratory Serv-
ices 
Maween Collins, Physical 
Resources 
Joe Cunsolo, CPES 
Bill Culp, OAC 
Shari Dorr, Registrarial Services 
Karen Drabyk, OVC 
Mildred Eisenbach, Student 
Affairs 
Val Fennell, Library 

John FitzGibbon, OAC 
Glenn Fox, OAC 
Barbara Funk, Student Affairs 
Allan Gale, Library 
Ann Gibbins, OAC 
Doug Goff, OAC 
Roger Hacker, OAC 

• Mary Haggarty, Registrorial Serv-
ices 
Mary HaJfpenny, Lab Services 
Thom Herrmann, Faculty Repre-
sentative 
Deborah Hilborn, OAC 
Stewart Hilts, OAC 
Pat Hoare, Finance/Mail/Pur-
chasing 
Roger Horton, CBS 
J.J. Hubert, CPES 
Abdullahi Hussein, Lab Senrices 
Bruce Knack, Finance/Mail/Pur-
chasing 
Peter Krell, CBS 
Richard Kuhn, CSAHS 
Peter Landoni, Registrarial Serv-
ices 
Marilyn Langlois, Student Affairs 

Bob Liptrap1 Retiree 
Ben Lu, CBS 
Connie Male, Physical Resources 
Bruno Mancini, Student Affairs 
Richard Manning, Alumni House 
Virginia Marcille-Kerslake, Lab 
Services 

• Harvey Marmurek, OSAHS 
Wayne Martin, OVC 
Wendy McGrattan, OAC 
Chris McKenna, CSAHS 
Pearl Milne, Library 
Gerta Moray, Arts 
Doug Morrison, Library 
Ellen Morrison, Library 
Shahnaz Negi, Alumni House 
Rick Nigol, Office of Open Learn-
ing 
Angela Orton, Student Affairs 
Ellen Pearson, Retiree 
Toni Pellizzari, CBS 
Shirley Peterson, Retiree 
Brian Pettigrew, Registrarial Serv-
ices 
Bill Pires, Student Affai rs 
Gabriele Polsterer, Student Affairs 

Joanne Poluch, Registrarial Serv-
ices 
Fred Ramprashad, SBS/CPES 
Eric Re iche, Arts 
John Reinhart, Physical Resources 
Julie Round, Research 
Garry Round, Physical Resources 
Steven Scadding, CBS 
Todd Schenk, Student Represen-
tative 
Nick Schrier, Lab Services 
Mark Sears, OAC 
Kenda Semple, Staff Representa-
tive 
Beverley Sharpe, OVC 
Andy Shenvood, Arts 
Sandra Shore, Library 
Tannis Slimmon, OAC 
Elaine Smith, OVC 
Geoff Smith, CSA HS 
Thomas Smith, OAC 
Suzanne Soto, Executive Offices 
PauJ Stack, Library 
Nancy S1anJick, Library 
Clarence Swanton, OAC 
Cal Swegles, Human Resou rces 
Ruth Switzer, Registrarial Services 
John Tartt, OVC 
Fran Thomas, OAC 
Marg Timmins, OAC 
Joseph Tindale, CSAHS 
Sheila Trainer, Retiree 

• Gary Umphrey, CPES 
Jenny Va n De Kamer, OAC 
Linda Visentin, Alumni House 
Marjorie Wall, CSAHS 
John Walsh, CSAHS 
Jack Weiner, CPES 
Alan Wildeman, Research 
Sylvia Willms, Hospital ity 
Services 
Brian Wilson, CBS 
Tony Winson, CSAHS 
Mary Woodside, Arts 
Ken Woodside, CSAHS 
Dan Yarmey, CSAHS 
Ka ren Zago, Executive Offices 

If we have missed you, our sincere 
apologies, and please look for your 
name at http://www.uoguelph.ca/ 
campaignlindex.shtml. 

UPDATE ON CAMPUS COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN RESULTS 
Total Raised to Date From Faculty, Staff and Retirees: $557,110 

Average Gift Made to U of G: $1,013 
Percentage of New Donors to the University: 40 per cent 

You can still give! For a pledge form, visit the Web site www.uoguelph.ca/campaign. 

824 4120 ext 6665 h.dO\\ Ill'' ((( l.''l'C.110gu1..•lph.l.•;1 
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LESSONS LEARNED IN l(ENY A 
"It seems like the hottest, coldest, wettest, driest, dirtiest, 

most pristine place- all at the same time- in Africa" 

I 'VE BAKED IN THE FI ELDS 

through the height of south-
western Ontario summers, 
working in blazing heat on 

vast cash-crop farms in Kent 
County. Prof. Chris Hall , 
Environmenlal Biology, has 
paddled and trudged through 
sweltering, bug-infested wilderness 
canoe trips in northern Ontario 
where he didn' t see anyone for days. 
And Prof. Vince Souza-Machado, 
Plant Agricultu re, who spent half 
hjs life in his native Tanzania and 
neighbouring Uganda, has 
experienced equatorial conditions. 
But after participating in this year's 
nomadic Canadian Field Studies in 
Africa {CFSA) program in Kenya, 
we all agreed we'd never 
experienced anything so intense, 
extreme ... and fulfilling. 

BY OWEN ROBERTS 

dufflebag each). Faculty and in-
structors had their own tent; some, 
who would garner favours from 
camp sta ff with a few shillings or a 
used T-shirt or running shoes, had a 
cot as well . Everyone had a four-
inch-thick foam mattress that felt 
like paradise after full days that typ i-
cally started with a 6 a.m. wake-up 
bell and ended with the generators 
being shut down at 10 or 11 p.m., 
followed shortly by curfew. After 
that, some students would read or 
study by flashlight or headlamp if 
they had the energy. 

For meals, the camp cooks ca-
te red to North American tastes, 
even accommodating the prefer-
ences of the 24 vegetarians in the 
group. 

The CFSA is a one-of~a-k.i nd 
academic exercise in which varying 
numbers of Canadian un iversity 
students (70 this year, way up from 
last year's 41) , a dozen faculty and 

Owen Roberts, far left, and Prof. Vince Souza-Machado, far right, pose with the U of G students who participated in 
this year's Canadian Field Studies in Africa program in Kenya. 

Campsites were varied, far-
ranging and seldom formal. They 
ranged from the back of hotel 
grounds in the highlands, where 
near-freezing nighttime tempera-

instructors, a medical officer and 30 Kenyan support staff -
cooks, drivers and guards among them - form a. traveUing 
tented community to cover thousands of kilometres and every 
Jandform imaginable in Kenya. It seems like the hottest, coldest, 
wettest, driest, dirtiest, most pristine place - all at the same 
time - in Africa. 

We three joined other faculty and instructors from Queen's 
University, McGill University, the University of Victoria and 
Langara Coll ege who had been invited to teach courses in this, 
the CFSA's 10th year in east Africa. Throughout the th ree 
months of the program, faculty typically participate fo r stag-
gered three- to six-week intervals, delivering 39 hours each of 
instruction (along with assignments, projects, midterms, finals 
and field trips) per course. Student contact is constant; instruc-
tors and students are together fo r most, if not all, of each day, 
and they grow quite close as a result. Tearful goodbyes are not 
uncommon when courses end and individual faculty complete 
their stint in the program. 

Technologically, teaching conditions are challenging, pri-
marily taking place in two or three darkened tents capable of 
holding 20 to 60 students. Audio-visual equipment is limited to 
two creaky overhead projectors. Inst ructors are discouraged 
from using PowerPoint (but some did , anyway) in case their 
computers break down in the middle of nowhere, with no one 
to fix them. 

The archaic teaching technology is consistent with the abys-
mal communications to the outside world. The camp directors 
have a satellite phone for emergencies and cell phones reserved 
fo r business and personal calls, but students are not allowed to 
have cell phones or bring laptops. Instead, the camp has two 
laptops (one fo r instructors, the other fo r students) fo r e-mail. 
These are constantly booked, but depending on the proximity 
of a reliable Internet connection -which is rare- senders can 
never really count on mail going out or coming in . If you do 
manage to get to a phone, calls to Canada arc $10 a minute. 
Snail mail is much cheaper, of course, but it takes almost a 
month to get a letter back home. 

But that doesn't bother the students, who are genuinely 
committed to fulfilling their academic requirements and expe-
riencing the country, rather than sitting in front ofa laptop. Pri-
marily third- and fourth-year undergraduates, the students 
enrol in up to five courses such as entomology, herpetology, or-
nithology, wildlife conse rvation, sustainable development, en-
vironmental management, peoples and cultures, tropical 
agroforestry (taught by Souza-Machado}, natural chemicals in 

the environment (taught by Hall) and natural history, which fo r 
the fi rst time this year included a communications component, 
my contribution. Two courses, marine biology and aidieology) 
were taught by Kenyans. Scuba diving is also part of the pro-
gram, taught by Canadian instructors from Winnipeg and Van-
couver. 

The program is expensive. Students - who this year in-
cluded 15 from Guelph, the second-highest number behind 
McGill, as well as others from eight more universities - pay 
$12,500 each fo r the semester. That sum includes return trans-
portation from Canada and food, security and lodging fo r three 
months. 

But even that steep price doesn' t reflect the breadth of the 
CFSA experience, which from the minute you touch down at 
tired Jomo Kenyatta airport in Nairobi -perhaps with dicta to· 
rial Kenyan pres ident Daniel Moi and his entourage on board, 
as we did - you know will be wild. 

After deplaning, students step up -way up, about two me-
tres - to their transportation fo r the duration of their stay: 
eight relatively reliable lawn-green Bedford ex-British army 
trucks, with Canadian flags handpainted on the doors and the 
program's name emblazoned above them. 

That signage is meant to send a message to the dozens and 
dozens of dusty towns the diesel-powered trucks rumble nosily 
through: we're an educational program and we' re not American 
(although tlvo of the students were). That didn't stop the occa-
sional angry cry of "Osama!" in some of the heavily Muslim-
populated centres and catcalls from men, aimed at the swelter-
ing young Canadian women often reduced to tank tops and 
shorts (56 of the 70 students were women), hoping for a breeze 
in the stifling Kenyan heat. 

Negative reactions were hardly the norm, however. Most 
townspeople, especially children, clearly regarded the Canadian 
caravan as a curiosity and novelty. They'd smile, yell "Jambo" 
(Kiswahili for a wann and heartfelt "hello"). come running to 
the trucks and wave enthusiastically with both hands and arms 
as we chugged through. Daytime cultural and educational stops 
at schools and some villages were well received by participants, 
who, fo r safety reasons, were segregated from the citizenry in 
the evenings. 

When we reached a destination, the camp - including 
cooking facilities, water-purification units, sick bay, outhouses, 
teaching tents and sleeping tents- was struck immediately. At 
least 30 tents would go up in less than an hour. Three students 
slept in same-sex, self-determined groups in new four-person 
tents, along with all their gear (a maximum allotment of one 
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tures called for toques and sleeping 
bag fully zipped to your neck, to a 

town on the coast of the Indian Ocean where temperatures 
regulad ysoated to 4.2 C. Oth~rt sites indudcdtnn estate Wmcr~ 

leisure land, a Club Med-like resort in the interior and a small 
woodlot in the middle of the Maasai mara, where lions, chee-
tahs, hyenas, giraffes, elephants, cobras and herds of zebras, wil-
debeest, elands and gazelles roam freely on the savannah -
sometimes almost close enough to smell their breath. Case in 
point: we awoke one morning at 3 a.m. to the menac;ing sound 
oflions roaring no more than 30 metres away and a half-dozen 
Maasai tribesmen and guards - armed with spears and clubs 
only, no guns- assembling to quickly fo rmulate a plan to scat-
ter the beasts. It's an experience you just don't get in Ontario, 
not even at African Lion Safari . 

And experience is the key for students and faculty alike. 
Souza-Machado says Kenya provides an unparalleled range of 
people and ecology to exemplify biodiversity, both culturally 
and biologically - the Great Rift Valley, archeological sites of 
major finds, tribespeople with roots dating back to the begin-
ning of civilization, and the mos~ abundant wildlife in the 
world. Faculty get to see - and show their students - real-life 
examples of wildlife that, as program founder Don MacDonald 
ofLangara College says, "aren't soaked in formaldehyde." 

Adds Souza-Machado: "I believe the educational opportu-
nities presented on the program's travels are unequalled for stu-
dents. They learn what they never could in the classroom, both 
academically and socially, as they depend on each other, work 
together and make lifelong friends." 

And they have their eyes wide open to Africa, maybe never to 
be closed again. Enough security is in place to deter danger in 
the camp, but it's never far away, and it's impossible to tum it 
off. For example, AIDS has afflicted up to 60 per cent of the 
population in some communities. Moi's government is so seedy 
that foreign countries are reluctant to lend it money. A national 
election is pending, but century·old tribal rivalries continue to 
influence voters. 

"As students carry out their studies in Kenya, they see how 
you can die there from the elements, from disease, from preda-
tors or from civil strife, and they seem to gain a new respect and 
understanding of life," says Hall. "That's a pretty important les-
son for students, and I'd argue that they learn more there than 
in their entire university career." 

For more information about the CFSA, visit the Web site 
W\vw.langara.bc.ca/ Africa. 

Owen Roberts is diredor of re.searcl1 comm1micarions in tl1e Office 
of Research. 



TURNING ADVERSITY 
INTO OPPORTUNITY 

Ex-army officer forges new path after becoming victim of vicious assault 

U OF G GRADUATE STUDENT Sunil Ram recalls 
t~e ~p:ing after~oon eigh~ 0ye_a~s a~o when his 
Life flipped upside down. L1vmg JUSt outside 
Regina at the time, he'd been downtown with 

a business associate at the office where he and several 
other ex-army buddies had been running a small 
consulting company since the late 1980s. 

Ram and his friend emerged from the office that after-
noon to confront a group of youths high on alcohol or 
drugs, armed with t\'lo-by-fours and, as Ram puts it, 
" looking for trouble." Ex-soldiers or not, he and his friend 
were outnumbered. After knocking out Ram's colleague, 
the assailants managed to break Ram's arm before he was 
able to lock a chokehold on one of the youths. "My soldier 
mode had kicked in. I wasn't even trying to be fair." Only 
half-lucid, having been clubbed repeatedly on the head, 
upper back and hands, he decided to play dead. 

Ram remembers getting up and helping to revive hjs 
friend, then staggering into a nearby pub before being 
rushed to the hospital. "The police figured if they'd hit me 
one more time, I would have died." 

The lingering effects were both physical and mental. 
Ram couldn' t use his hands, and his upper body was im-
mobilized for a time. Even today, after the two years he 
spent in physical rehabilitation, he has trouble witb fine 
motor tasks. (A collection of thousands of miniature soi-

l dien rond ailffiY. equ.ipmenti that. h.e ·began-eollecting as 1a war 
games hobbyist at age 10 has been in storage ever since he was 
injured). 

Today, Ram draws a straight line from tha~fateful spring day 
in Regina and a classic case of"being in the wrong place at the 
wrong time" to his recently completed master's program in 
public policy and public administration - supervised by Prof. 
Richard Phidd. 

It was the attack that led to Ram's return to unive rsity, ini-
tially in Regina, then at Guelph. "l never thought I'd be where I 
am," he says. "The assault changed my life completely." 

Before the attack, Ram and his colleagues -all former elec-
tronics and communications specialists with the Armed Forces 
- provided services ranging from resolution of international 
border disputes to strategic and tecb.nical advice to Saudi Arabia 
from the 1991 Gulf War to the mid-1990s. 

Regina was home turf for Ram, who had grown up in Oxford 
and Regina before joining the Canadian military at age 17. Ini-
tially joining in the ranks, by the time he left the service in his 
early 30s, he was an officer. Among his duties, he had worked on 
classified projects during the Cold War. 

Despite its all-consuming importance then, he says all that 
hush-hush work seems pass~ now, something that was under-
lined for Ram a few years ago when he visited his old squadron, 
where his former top-secret bunker was being decommis-
sioned. "The world has changed. A Joto of what I knew is not so 
important." 

Ifit seems archaic to him today, he can only imagine how his 
experiences during the past two decades must have struck some 
of the undergraduates encountering him as their teaching as-
sistant during his past two years at Guelph. 

"People are surprised to learn I'm 40," says the youthful-
looking, soft-spoken mature student. 

He remembers the skeptical faces during a get-acquainted 
session for his fellow graduate students in political science when 
he began his master's degree in 2000. When it came to his turn 
during the obligatory round of introductions, he tried to skim 
over his career path. But how do you soft-pedal a nearly 20-year 
army career, award-winning work in international peacekeep-
ing, an adjunct teaching post at the American Military Univer-
sity- not to mention an ongoing stint as a military adviser to 
the Saudi royal family? 

Right, the Saudi royal family. Even Ram and his colleagues 
thought they were being strung along when someone called in 
the late 1980s claiming to represent the Saudis. The call turned 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

out to be a legiamate response to an advertisement the com-
pany had 'placed through die f>epartment of Poreign AffaiM. 

"The Saudis invited us to the kingdom to discuss business," 
says Ram, who still serves as a consultant to the Middle Eastern 
nation. ln fact, he had been slated to visit Saudi Arabia shortly 
after he was assaulted, but that visit never occurred. Instead, he 
received a call from a senior Saudi officer to offer him a couple 
of bodyguards. He laughs as he recalls trying to make his caller 
understand that "it would be hard to explain why tw·o armed 
Bedouins were following me in downtown Regina.'' 

Recalling the reaction his abridged CV caused among his fel-
low graduate students at Guelph, Ram says: "You could just see 
everyone looking at me and thinking, 'What a big jerk.'" Several 
of his undergraduate students later checked for his name on the 
Internet just to verify his claims. 

"I could sit here and cry about what these 
people did to me. At the end of the day, 

those individuals will live and die, 
and history will forget them." 

One question a few fellow students might have left unasked 
was how this ex-army officer and international peacekeeping 
expert ended up studying political science at Guelph. 

Having lost his business following the assault, Ram had paid 
off his debts but had lost everything else. "I had gone from jet-
ting around Saudi Arabia to not being able to afford gas for my 
vehicle. " 

He already held a double major in history and anthropology, 
earned part time while in the army. And before the assault, he 
had been working part time on a political science degree. Uni-
versity of Regina political science professor Shreesb Juyal con-
vinced him to resume his studies, initially just a cowse at a time 
and then as a full-time honows student. He completed that de-
gree in 1997. 

While at Regina, Ram took part in a model United Nations 
program with Juyal, which included a fow-day international 
conference in Los Angeles. Ram's peacekeeping studies and ac-
tivities saw him chosen as one of30 Canadians, including Joyal, 
to receive a UN Global Citizen Award in 1995. 
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Ram had taken peacekeeping courses through the UN 
Institute for Training and Research. Dissatisfied with a 
particular course on the early 1990s conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia, he wrote his own updated version of a course, 
drawing on his military history background and his 
knowledge of the conf1ict from peacekeepers who had 
served there. 

Along with Juyal, he now teaches that undergraduate 
offering as one of 13 correspondence courses offered by 
the institute. He also teaches peacekeeping to American 
armed forces as an adjunct professor of military history at 
American Military University. a distance-education uni-
versity based in Manassas Pa rk, Virginia. 

It was his work there that prompted him to enrol in 
graduate school nvo years ago. Although he'd been earn-
ing acclaim as a peacekeeping expert, he saw little chance 
for promotion without a graduate degree. 

By this time living in Mississauga with his wife, Aditi, 
he applied to several universities within commuting dis-
tance and landed a scholarship at Guelph. "I like the cam-
pus. It reminded me very much of the smaller universities 
I was used to," he says. 

While studying aspects of civil and military co· 
operation in peacekeeping operations. he has concen-
trated on writing, both for his course work and for news-
papers and journals. That work has served a dual 

purpose. one going back to the 1994 assault .and a linauina 
mental impairment. 

E.'tplainiog that his mental acuiry is about 90 to 95 per cent 
compared with what it was, he says: " l write all the time. lf t 
don't write, my reading and writing skills degrade." 

Besides its therapeutic benefits, writing allows him to share 
his ideas and knowledge on current affair.s. Within hours of the 
terrorist attacks in the United States Sept. 11 , Ram was on the 
phone and in television studios providing comment and analy-
sis for the media. He's lost count of the number of commentary 
pieces he's written, including articles for the Globeat1d Mail, on 
various issues, including the attacks and 1he subsequent war in 
Afghanistan. His most recent Globe commentary, on the deaths 
of the Canad ian soldiers in Afghanistan, appeared in the April 
30 issue. 

Shortly after the attacks, Ram received yet another call from 
his Saudi contact to ask whether he 'd ily to the Middle East to 
help gauge the extent of Saudi involvement among Al-Qaeda 
forces. The notion that he would turn them down to continue 
his studies at Guelph prompted some incredulity on the other 
end of the line. But Ram stood his ground. 

" I had already made the commitment. I told the Saudis I 
wasn't going to be available for any real work for a couple of 
years." 

With the completion of his master's degree this spring, Ram 
now finds himself with more spare time than he'd expected. He 
had applied to three nearby universities for a doctorate - he 
was interested in studying the altered security environment 
since Sept. 11 - but recently learned that all th.ree had twned 
him down. Instead, he may look for full-time work or at least 
seek out contract work while reapplying for doctoral studies. 

Not being accepted fo r a PhD program was upsetting, he 
says, but "after 1994, nothing is a big issue for me." 

When Ram thinks about the assault and his road back to re-
covery, he acknowledges that he might have been tempted to 
give up. He's been asked at least once whether he resents his at-
tackers. 

His response? .. What's to resent? I could sit here and cry 
about what these people did to me. At the end of the day, those 
inctividuals will live and die, and hi•nory will forget them. n 

By contrast, "I've made a contribution to world peace 
through the promotion of peacekeeping in what little way I can. 
Those actions have prompted the national media to get hold of 
me and ask what my opinion is. Thtre's a little piece of me in the 
public record." 
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OMB Approves 
Motion to Amend 
City's Official Plan 
University land rezoned to institutional/research park 

I N THE LATEST ROUND of Ontario 
Municipal Board (OMB) 

hea ri ngs in Guelph - which began 
April IS but have now been 
adjourned to Aug. 12 - the board 
approved a motion by U of G for an 
amendment to the city's official plan 
to have 31 acres of University land 
rezoned to institutional/research 
park from major institutional. 

The new zoning is the same as 
that in place fo r the lands south of 
tone Road , site of the existing Re-

sea rch Park, and it means the Uni-
versity can now begin planning in 
more detail for additional research 
use and tenants for those lands, says 
John Armstrong, U of G's director of 
real estate. 

"We will be able to continue to 
provide the same synergistic rela-
tionships with the institution so suc-
cessfully created in the existing 
Research Park," he says. 

What remains before the OMB, 
and will be the subject of the remain-
der of the board's hearings in 
August, is the request for rezoning of 
12.8 of the 31 acres to also permit 
commercial/retail uses, says Nancy 
Sullivan, vice-president (finance and 
administration). 

This would be an added use and, 
if approved by the OMB, would 
al low for the building of a new 
Zellers store on leased University 
lands, replacing the store currentJy 
located in the Stone Road Mall. In 
turn , the mall's Zellers space) which 
would be expanded, would accom-
modate a proposed Hudson's Bay 
Store. (Under consideration at the 
same hearing is the req uest by 6&7 
Developments fo r rezoning to 
permit construction of a Wal-Mart 
sto re in Guelph's north end.) 

Sullivan says the leasing revenue 
U of G would derive from the com-
mercial component of the research 
park lands would help cover the 
costs of adding roads, utility infra-
structure and sidewalks and carry-
ing out other development on the 
proposed research park lands. Any 
balance would go into the Unive rsi-
ty's Heritage Trust Endowment 
fund. 

On April 30, the OMB adjourned 
the hearings to Aug. 12 primarily to 
give Wal-Mart's consult ant the time 
he requested to revise the store's 
marketing reports to reflect the most 
recent (2001) sales data, which the 
OMB ordered be released. 

"Your Neighbourhood 
Old UniYersity Specialists" 

.Jim Murphy 
Diane Sorbara 

Associ1tf Broker MUA, Sales Rep. 

Free market evaluation 
Free financial ad\'ice from 
our financial team 

Up to da le list of homes 
currently for sale 
Brick Certlflcales 
SJ0,000. S>teepstakes 
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GAMBLERS SHOULD KNOW TRUE ODDS 

During his research field trips to Reno and Las Vegas, 
Prof. Harvey Marmurek, Psychology, seeks to discover 
whether there is some aspect of casino design that 
"keeps problem gamblers thinking they have a c:hance 
of wi nning long past the time when they should have 
realized the odds are against them" (@Guelph, April 
24). ln fact , slot machines are engineered so that the 
odds are heavily against the gambler. That's why organ-
ized crime runs casinos rather than flower shops. 

Like TV game shows and lotteries, casinos are im-
portant elements in the social-control structure of capi-
talism, holding out to even the poorest, most desperate 
and least talented the illusion that they, too, will one 
day be fabulous ly rich. Rather than tinkering with ar-
chitectural design elements such as «asymmetrical col-
ours" and the absence of windows and clocks, casinos 
should be required to inform all gamblers of the true 
odds for each game and to explai n that> the law of ave r-
ages (the misconception that one's odds improve with 
each successive loss) is fallacious. 

The time when gamblers should realize the odds are 
against them is the moment they walk into the casino. 

Prof. David Josephy 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

YES FOR NATIONAL 
PUBLIC MEDICARE 
On behalf of the Guelph-Wellington Health Coalition 
(GWHC), I would like to ask the U ofG community to 
show its support for publicly funded national public 
medicare. 

The Ontario Health Coalition and the GWHC are 
circulating a petition in support of maintaining Cana-
da's publicly funded health-care system. It will be sub-
mitted after May 15 to the Commission on the Future 
of Health Care in Canada. Led by Roy Romanow, the 
commission is studying solutions to the perceived 
health-care sustainability problem. 

The petition asks Romanow to recommend the fol-
lowing in ltis final report: 

that our health-care system be publicly funded, ad-
ministered and delivered; 
that profit-making be kept out of our health-care 
system; 
that primary care be reorganized into teams of 
health-care professionals serving the needs of, and be 
accountable to, their communities; 
that home and long-term care and pharmacare be 
covered by medic.are; 
that the federal government increase and stabilize its 
funding fo r medicare; and 
that the federal government take a leadership role in 
the building of healthy communities and a healthy 
environment as central to a healthy population. 
Those interested in supporting the campaign can 

sign the petition in a number of ways. 
1. You can e-mail a message with subject "Yes for 

National Public Medicare" to pmartini@ uoguelph.ca. 
2. You can sign a hard copy of the petition during of:.. 

fice hours in the Department of Land Resource Science, 
Room 230 of the Richards Building, until May IS. 

3. The petition will also be available until May 15 at 
the GWHC office at 29 Macdonell St. It can be signed 
weekdays and Saturday from 11 a. m. to I p.m. and 5 to 
8 p.m. Call the office during these hours at 836-4338 fo r 
more information. 

4. ln addition, the petition will be available for sign-
ing May 15 during the final campaign demonstration in 
St. George's Square from 4 to 6 p.m. Music and refresh-
ments will be available. 
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For more informatio n, visit the Web site www.on-
tariohealthcoalition.ca o r call the GWHC office at the 
number listed above. Information is also available on 
the Web at \VW\v,romanowcommission.ca. 

Peter Martini, University Professor Emeritus 
Department of Land Resource Science 

WHOSE FACTS? WHOSE FICTIONS? 
In their April 24 replies to my April lO @Guelph letter 
about the Food Safety Network, Prof. Doug Powell and 
Ken Murray do not respond with relevant evidence to 
the facts I reported. Instead, their letters assert what has 
been shown to be false, as refleoted in the headlines: 
"Comprehensive Information From Farm to Fork" and 
"Network Separates Fact From Fiction_,, 

No t a shred of disconfirming evidence is given to an-
swer the serious issues I raised, specifically that vi rtually 
none of the suspect GM Os have yet been tested for po-
tentially disastrous ecological impact by dispersion, ge-
ne tic dominance and contamination of o rgan ic food 
crops and other species, or tested for their allergen ef-
fects expressed by their genetic milieus - in short, for 
their actual effects on life systems. 

Diverting from my argument to false and wild claims 
of "conspiracy theories"and completely unsubstanti-
ated claims of .. inaccuracies," the authors repress these 
issues from view. I invite readers to revisit my lette r in 
light of the authors' responses. The letter can be found 
on the @G11elpli Web site at www. uoguelph.ca/at-
guelph/02-04-l O/ index.html. 

Prof. John McMurtry FRSC 
Department of Philosophy 

SEMANTICS, EVOLUTION & DESIGN 
The recent letter by Profs. Denis Lynn and Ron Brooks 
(@G11elph April 10) is disappointing. We expressed our 
doubts that natural selection plus random mutation can 
explain the transformation of simple molecules to Ein-
stein. Rather than offer scientific explanations or e.vi- , 
dence fo r this alleged transformation, the authors dis-
cuss the shades of meaning of creativity, theory and 
truth and conclude with the tired assertion that evolu-
tion is the best soientific explanation for the diversity of 
life. 

Granted, among scientists, Danvinian evolution is 
the most widely accepted explanation of origins, but 
that doesn' t mean it's the co rrect explanation. One 
thing is certain; evolution can never be empirically veri-
fied in a manner similar to the concepts of radiation or 
enzyme function. In that sense, evolution cannot be 
proven, but perhaps it can be disproven. 

Former U of G philosophy professor Michael Ruse, 
one ofthe best-known apologists for evolution, said the 
work of William Dembski should not be ignored. 
Dembski is a leader in the emerging science of design. 
Building on well-established principles oflogic, mathe-
matics and probability, design scientists are developing 
rigorous empirical methods to positively detect design. 
Can it be established beyond reasonable doubt that evo-
lution did not and could not "design" Einstein? We 
think so. 

ru our final contribution to this round of discus-
sions on o rigins, we would like to invite members of the 
University community to attend a book study that is 
meeting once a week for six weeks during May and June. 
The book is Dembski's latest, No Free Lrmd1: Why Natu-
ral Selection Cau't Design Anything. If you would like to 
participate, call Ext. 3875 or send e-mail to ar-
hill@uoguelph.ca. 

Prof. Bonnie Mallard, Pathobiology 
Prof. Art Hill, Food Science 



Universal Instructional Design Project Launched 
Goal is to achieve inclusiveness and equity for students with varying learning needs 

ANE~ INSTRUCTION.AL PROJECT intended 
to lmprove teaching and learning for 

students-including students with physical or 
learning disabilities - is generating interest 
and a lot of novel ideas among faculty across 
campus and instructional consultants in 
Teaching Support Services (TSS). 

The Universal lnstructional Design (U1D) 
Project is also being closely watched by officials 
from the Ministry of Training, CoUeges and 
Universities, which has provided more than 
$350,000 for initiatives at U of G and the Uni-
versity of Guelph-Humber through the pro-
vincial Learning Opportunities Task Force 
(LOTF). 

Under the two-year project, faculty mem-
bers involved in eight selected undergraduate 
courses or enhancement projects are working 
with TSS to broaden their teaching methods, 
styles or materials to accommodate varying 
learning styles, including learning needs of stu-
dents with a range of disabilities. 

The project grew out of Guelph 's Learn ing 
Opportunities Program (LOP). Under that 
program, U of G's Centre for Students With 
Disabilities received funding from LOTF to de-
velop resources and provide support for stu-
dents with learning disabilities. Within that 
project, TSS also received funding to develop 
faculty resources and to improve modules or 
teaching approaches. 

" I had successfully argued that if faculty are 
using sound pedagogical practices in their 
teaching, there will be less need for specialized 
supports for students with particular learning 
challenges and disabilities," says TSS director 
Prof. Julia Christensen Hughes. "One outcome 
of this project was the development of a hand-
book that was distributed to all faculty with 
suggestions on how to teach effectively to stu-
dents with diverse learning needs." 

In addition, she says, several courses re-
ceived instructional design and courseware de-
velopment support. "Assessments showed that 
the majority of students believed the enhance-
ments had had a significant positive impact on 
their learning. n 

Having seen promising results from the 
LOP program, the provincial task force pro-
vided $260,000 for the UID Project (the Uni-
versity provided $60,000). With another 
$100,000 in support from LOTF, organizers 
plan to extend the project to the University of 
Guelph-Humber. 

Christensen Hughes says most U of G fac-
ulty support such principles as student-centred 
learning and helping students with diverse 
learning needs, but have lacked the time, ex-
pertise or resources to develop them. "This 

As part of a UID project in the introductory chemistry courses taught by Prof. Bob Balahura 
and lecturer Lori Jones, demonstrations of various chemistry concepts will be videotaped 
and added to the course Web site. Here, Jones works with campus videographer Bill Milne 
of Teaching Support Services. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

project will make it possible," she says. 
Early this year, after conducting workshops 

and distributing information about UJD and 
its goals, principles and purposes, TSS invited 
faculty to submit proposals for the project. The 
eight successful proposals were chosen by the 
TSS Council, which includes a representative 
from each college and teaching unit. The proj· 
ects, Listed below, range from complete course 
redesigns that could take two years to complete 
to enhancements that will be in place for next 
fall. Faculty members are now designing their 
projects with guidance and resources from 
TSS. 

Intended to achieve inclusiveness and eq-
uity, UJD is meant to enable all students to 

complete courses without special accommoda-
tions. "Some educators have suggested that 
courses designed and delivered with the needs 
of disabled students in mind are likewise more 
accessible and effective for all people, regard-
less of possible disability, learning style prefer-
ence or personal background," says an 
introduction to UID on the TSS Web site. 

To be officially launched May 8 from 2:30 
to 4 p.m. in Room 125 of Day Hall, the UID 
Project will see a variety of courses enhanced or 
even redesigned to widen learning options for 
studenrs. ln online colll'Se materials, for exam-
ple, students would encounter not just screens 
full of text but aJso a deliberately designed mix 
of text, graphics and other elements intended 

Current UID Redesign or Enhancement Projects 
Chemistry 1040/1050 Foodservice Operarions Managenmrr 
Prof. Bob BaJahura, Chemistry and Biochem· Prof. Jeff Stewart, School of Hotel and Food 
istry, and Lori Jones, CPES dean's office Ad.ministration 
FrenCih tutorials Biomediciue 3120 
Prof. Dana Paramskas, School of L-loguages Profs. William Harris and Patricia Genrry, 
and Literatures 
N11tri<io11 30~014040 

Biomedical Sciences 
Extended Media 

Prof. Paula Brauer and Janis Simpson, Family Prof. Laurel Woodcock, School of Fine Art 
Relations and Applied Nutrition and Music 
Applied Mathematics Agricultural Merhnnization 
Theo Hunter, Kcmptville College Ben Hawkins, Kemptville CoUege 

to appeal to varying learning styles. They would 
also have choices about how to access and in-
teract \vith that material. 

Used at several American universities, in-
cluding North Carolina, Connecticut and 
Washington State, the concept was first de-
scribed by Frank Bowe., a professor at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, N.Y., and au thor of 
the book, Universal Design;,, Ed11cation: Teach-
;,,g Non-Traditional Shldents. 

Because UID is a relatively new area, TSS is 
conducting this as an action research project, 
hoping to distil the results into guidelines that 
all instructors can incorporate into their teach-
ing, says Aldo Caputo, manager ofTSS's Learn-
ing Technology and Courseware Innovation. "I 
think the research we're conducting in this 
project is groundbreaking," he says. 

UJD borrows from the principles of univer-
sal design used in architecture to make spaces 
and objects accessible not just for people with 
disabiJities but for all users, says Caputo. He 
points, for example, to entry ramps designed 
for people in wheelchairs that end up making 
buildings more accessible for everyone from 
parents \vith baby stroUers to older, less mobile 
adults. 

"A simple change can create an equal play-
ing field, " he says, explain ing that even a rela· 
tively minor alteration to a university course, 
such as giving extra time to complete online 
tests, could benefit all students. 

Leader of the UID Project is JaeUayna Pal-
mer, who recently joined U of G after working 
as a private educational consultant for local 
and international clients. She first heard about 
UID from Christensen Hughes at a conference 
last spring and was intrigued by the concept. 

"The project has great merit," says Palmer. 
•ruclusiveness appeals to me nor jusr as an edu-
cator but also as a human being." 

She is working with Prof. Dana Paramskas, 
Languages and Literatures, to develop a self-
directed learning tutorial, particularly for new 
students lacking a comprehensive French cul· 
tural background or grammatica1 skills. Be-
sides helping those students, the project is 
intended to provide more specialized help to 
advanced students. 

Another project involves faculty who teach 
two large introductory chemistry courses and, 
like Paramskas, they are investigating instruc· 
tional media to help ease the transition from 
high school, to encourage higher-level thinking 
skills in students and to offer adjuncts to the 
traditional lecture format. 

For more information about the UID Pro-
ject, contact Palmer at Ext. 3858 or 
palmerj@uoguelph.ca. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

Study Explores Link Between Soy, Prostate Cancer 
Research was born out of statistics revealing that prostate cancer is significantly lower in Asia than in North America 

I NCORPORATING SOY into a 
balanced diet is increasingly being 

seen as a positive step towards better 
health, and experts now suspect the 
little bean can aJso make a big 
difference in preventing prostate 
cancer, Canada's most common 
fonn of cancer in men. 

In the first Canadian soy research 
initiative of its kind, Prof. Alison 
Duncan, Human Biology and Nutri-
tional Sciences, is conducting a study 
to determine how soy isoflavones af-
fect specific hormones in the blood. 

Prostate cancer is a hormone-

dependent disease, and Duncan 
hopes soy isoflavones may be able to 
reduce hormones in the blood that 
are thought to play a role in the de-
velopment of the cancer. 

"There have not been many stud-
ies done to assess if soy consumption 
can reduce prostate cancer risk, es· 
pecially in younger men, when pre-
ventive strategies are of greatest 
value," she says. 

Isoflavones are non-nutritive, 
naturally occurring plant chemicals 
found in high concentrations in soy. 
Although similar studies have made 

the connection between soy and 
prostate cancer prevention before, 
this will be the first specifically tar-
geting soy isoflavones. The research 
was born out of slatistics revealing 
that prostate cancer is significantly 
lower in Asia than in North America. 
Researchers suggest that diet is one 
major cause for the discrepancy be-
cause Asian men regularly consume 
more soy than their western coun-
terparts. 

With one in nine Canadian men 
being diagnosed with prostate cancer 
each year and about 4,000 annual 
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deaths from the disease, Duncan 
wants to know exactly how soy iso-
flavones can affect serum hormones 
related to prostate cancer. 

The 32-week study involves 36 
healthy men between the ages of 20 
and 40. Each subject is consuming 
three different study products - a 
high-soy isoflavone protein, a low· 
soy isotJavone protein and a milk 
protein - for eight weeks each, 
separated by four-week breaks. The 
products are in the form of protein 
powders that are mixed with water. 

Throughout the product testing. 

the researchers will collect blood, 
urine and semen samples, measure 
body weight and composition, and 
periodically monitor food intake 
through subject diet records. From 
urine sample.s, the researchers will be 
able to monitor the isoflavone level 
present in the body. They predict 
that as urinary isotlavones increase, 
scrum hormones will decline. 

This research is funded by the 
American Institute for Cancer Re-
search. 

BY LISA GAINES 
SPARK PROGRAM 



Award Recognizes Contributions of Marginal Farmers 
Continued from page 1 

problems, then try to import exter-
nal solutions to help them," he says. 
"Our project looked at farmers as a 
source of solutions, as people who 
have the intelligence and the ability 
to solve many of their problems on 
their own through technological and 
institutional innovations, rather 
than just adopting externally devel-
oped solutions. We would scout out 
innovators, document their work, 
then help them add value to their in-
novations and improve efficiencies. 
Then we would disseminate this in-

formation across different 
languages, so these innovations 
could be adopted or could spur fur-
ther innovations in other regions." 

Patel notes that this project led to 
significant policy changes at the na-
tional level in India by establishing 
the NationaJ Innovation Foundation 
in 1999. " It was a very exciting learn-
ing experience for me." 

Inspired both by the academics 
and the farmers he was working 
with, Patel decided to continue his 
education, this time focusing on the 

social science aspec;ts of natural re-
source management and rural 
development rather than the pure 
sciences. He chose Guelph's rural 
studies PhD program because of its 
interdisciplinary approach and its 
focus on sustainable rural commu-
nities and because of Humphries's 
well-known work with small farmers 
in Honduras. 

Here at Guelph, Patel's focus has 
been on the conservation and sus-
tainable use of the enormous local 
agrobiodiversity that exists in the 
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fields of small and marginal farmers 
in India and other parts of the gene-
rich south. Because marginal farm-
ers can earn higher returns by grow-
ing commercially preferred high-
yielding crop varieties than by grow-
ing diverse but often lower-yielding 
local varieties, crop biodiversity is 
under serious threat in developing 
countries, he says. 

" In India, we are really at a c;ross-
roads in this area. Farmers are keen 
to adopt new promising varieties, 
but if they do so, genetic diversity 
will be lost. I am not against formers 
growing new varieties, but you need 
a balance for ensuring on-farm con-
servation to maintain a diver.se gene 
pool. You never know what value a 
particular local variety may have in 
the future for ensuring global food 
security. And once it's lost, it may be 
lost forever." 

In the past, it was thought that lo-
cal varieties could easily be con-
served in gene banks, he adds. "But 
now we realize there are a lot of limi-
tations to th.is approach. When you 
take germplasm and put it in a gene 
bank, it gets isolated from the pro-
cess of natural evolution that is in-

fluenced by the socio-cultural 
practices and preferences of farmers. 
In the field, it continues to evolve." 

Patel's goal is to discover how to 
break the link between poverty and 
biodiversity, how to get marginal 
farmers to continue to grow local va-
rieties and, at the same time, boost 
their incomes. He hopes to discover 
what incentives, whether material or 
non-material, could be designed to 
accomplish this. 

"This could include compensat-
ing the opportunity costs that farm-
ers forgo by growing local landraces, 
finding niche markets for local varie-
ties and offering social recognition 
or ensuring intellectual property 
rights for the farmers involved." 

For Patel, receiving the Vavilov-
Frankel Fellowship confirms the im-
portance of his coUective work and 
represents recognition of the valu-
able contributions marginal farmers 
make to the conservation of genetic 
resources, as weU as the vaJue of in-
terdisciplinary research. 

"I ti also speaks highly of the inter-
national reputation of the University 
of Guelph," he says. 

BY BARBARA CHANCE 

Plant Abundance Varies 
Continued from page 1 

They hnve escaped lheir: predators 
and come to foreign soil, where their 
predators have not had time to 
form." 

The rate at which a plant grows 
also determines how it will respond 
to soil pathogens, the study found. 
Species that grow slowly allow 
pathogens to accumulate at a faster 
rate, which limits plant abundance. 
This gives faster-growing plants a 
competitive advantage because their 
pathogens take longer to develop, 
giving the plant a chance to multiply. 

This is the first time scientific evi-
dence has shown that interactions 
between plants and soil microbes is 
what determines the relative abun-
dance of plants in natural communi-
ties. It explains why some plants are 
so rare in nature and others so abun-
dant, accounting for about 60 per 
cent of plant diversification, 
Klironomos says. 

"This study addresses an age-old 
question in ecology: How is it that in 
plant communities, more than one 

species surVives? In theory, the- mosti' 
competitive species should win out< 
and we should be seeing monocul-
tures out there. But plant communi-
ties are made up of different species 
with varying levels of abundance, 
and we have never really known 
why." 

This theory has been applied for 
years in agricultural systems, he says. 
"It's the reason farmers do crop rota-
tions. If you grow the same plant 
over and over again, it builds up 
pathogens, reducing its ability to 
grow. The same theory now applies 
to natural communities." 

Understanding the mechanisms 
responsible for a natural plant abun-
dance may lead to new approaches 
for the management of ecosystems, 
he adds. 

"Most important, it may result in 
new ways to conserve rare and en-
dangered species and to protect plant 
ecosystems from species invasions." 

BY LORI BONA HUNT 

Insect Study Revealing 
Continued from page 1 

Davis's other research subjects 
have included rats, sheep, seals, lla-
mas, chickens, cows and rabbits, but 
he's always wanted to work with in-
vertebrates. In fact, he believes the 
most intriguing scientific findings 
are generated from studies "where 
you're not working with warm, furry 
animals that can make eye contact 
with you. 

" If I tell you my dog can tell the 
difference ben...-een you and me, it 
wouldn't be that impressive. But if I 
tell you that an invertebrate- a bug 
- can tell you from me, that's going 
to raise a lot of eyebrows. At the very 
least, I hope it makes someone stop 
and think before they put their big 
boot down on top of it." 

BY LORI BONA HUNT 



- · LASS I FI EDS 
FOR SALE 

1977 Volkswagen Beetle convertible, 
blue with white top and interior, 
driven summers only, needs minor 
work, original unrestored condi-
tion, Ext. 6387. 

Nitroflex exercise machine, video 
and wall chart, mint condition, 
837-1803. 

Brown carpet, 51.li x 61h feet; 
woman's blue suede pumps, size 81fi; 
woman's mink hat; family Water 
Pik, 822-0786. 

Older desk, can be seen at McNaUy 
House, 577 Gordon St., best offer, 
Toni, Ext. 3343, or Sylvia, Ext. 3463. 

Braun handblender, used only once, 
Ext. 6580. 

Golf clubs: Odyssey Dual Force 
putter and Taylor Made Burner 
Bubble driver, 10.5-degree loft, Jeff, 
Ext. 8770. 

Pentium Ill for parts: 56K modem, 
audio card, 3.6 GB hard drive, stan-
dard CD-ROM, ATI AGP video 
card, Andrea, send e-mail to drey97 
@email.com. 

FOR RENT 

Two-bedroom apartment on 94-
o.cre hor.se.farm·east of. Fergus1 u tili-
ties, laundry, stall, $1 , l 00 a month, 
843-5917. 

Three-bedroom home on Old Col-
ony Trail, semi-furnished, 2,000 
square feet, walkout basement, 30-
minute walk to campus, available 
July l for long lease, $ 1,500 a month 
plus utilities, Leon, 836-4085 or 
s.nyongesa@cgiar.org. 

Three-bedroom executive condo 
townhouse in south end, 21/i baths, 
master ensuite, gas fireplace, sky-
lights, central air and vac, double 
garage, minutes to campus, 
823-4531 or visit the Web site 
wW\v.bytheowner.com, access code 
1032. 

Five-bedroom house, five appli-
ances, IS-minute \valk to campus, 
available immediately, 827-922 1 or 
jrvincen@uoguelph.ca. 

One-bedroom basement apartment 
in established neighbourhood, sepa-
rate entrance, singles only, non-
smokers, no pets, $700 a month 
inclusive, Gery!, 780-0300. 

Two bedrooms in four-bedroom 
home, smokers preferred, l 5-
minute walk to campus, laundry, 
parking, available Sept. I to April 30, 
2003, $344.50 each a month plus 
utilities, Christy, 905-881- 19 11 . 

Three-bedroom, t\'IO-storey shared 
home, parking, suitable for single 
professional or couple with no chil-
dren, $800 3 month, 826-7400. 

Furnished three-bedroom house in 
south end, central air, appliances, 
available July I, references required, 
no pets, $ 1,500 a month plus utili-
ties, 821-3707. 

Room in four-bedroom townhouse 
on Edinburgh Road, 20-minute walk 
to campus, laundry, non-smokers, 
no pets, $440 a month inclusive, 
416-209-2160 or 829-9005. 

Furnished t\'W'o-bedroom holiday 
home in Antibes, France, available 
weekly or monthly; furnished one-
bedroom apartment in southwest 
Paris, walking distance to subway 
and shops, Nicole, 836-6745 or 
fnmoll@webtv.net. 

Three furnished bedrooms for quiet, 
mature roommates, three minutes 
from campus on Hales Crescent, 
parking, non-smokers, available 
Sept. I, four-, eight- or 12-month 
lease, $495 a month inclusive, send 
e-mail to mariehel@uoguelph.ca. 

Furnished one-bedroom condo suit-
able for professional, washer/dryer, 
underground parking, non-smoker, 
no pets, available June I, $850 a 
month inclusive, 763-6954. 

Furnished two-bedroom basement 
apartment, laundry, parking nego-
tiable, on bus route, close to Stone 
Road Mall, non-smokers, no pets, 
av.ailable Juoe l ,$9.0Qa.m.onth incl -
sive, Barb or Tyson, 829-4152. 

Two rooms in south-end home for 
grad students or young profession-
als, parking, laundry, central air, on 
bus route, five-minute drive to cam-
pus, non-smokers, no pets, available 
July I, $400 a month per room plus 
shared utilities, 763- 1678. 

Furnished three-bedroom house 
downtown, close to bus stop, fi re-
place, washer/dryer, garage, avail-
able Augusi 2002 to August 2003, 
Eileen, Ext. 2574 o r grand@ 
psy.uoguelph.ca. 

Two-bedroom cottage on Georgian 
Bay island, great swimming, Ken, 
822-7705. 

Four-bedroom home for profes-
sional couple or small family, south 
end, available June 30 to Aug. 30, 
Carol, 823- 1857 o r 362- 1857. 

WANTED 

Two adult horseback riding helmets, 
send e-mail to al_cate@hotmail. 
com. 

Legal-size filing cabinet, two or four 
drawers, any colour, 763-9411 or 
ngupta@uoguelph.ca. 

Two- or three-bedroom house for 
professional couple, parking, laun-
dry, no pets, needed immediately for 
one year or longer, Beth, 
905-726-2003 or bamorim@sprint. 

Furnished three-bedroom house or 
to\Vflhouse for visiting faculty mem-
ber with dog from August 2002 to 
August 2003, willing to provide pet 
deposit, 709-753-8665 after 5 p.m. 
or chet@mun.ca. 

AVAILABLE 

Hattub cleaner, Doug, 766-4723. 

Care fo r your dog in my home while 
you travel, Cobi, 836-8086 
cdemmers@uoguelph.ca. 

Visit our classrooms and sec why 
Guelph Montessori students excel 
•Reatliug mu/ Jflritiug before Grade 011e 
+low Stw/e111 I Teacher Ratio 
•Strong Actulemic:s- Math, Geometry, 
Geography. Bntauy, Culture mu/ more 

•Freuclt, M usic, Karme, Swimmbtg, 
Skati11g, Gym and many extras 

+For c/i ildre11 2.5 years to Grmle SL< 
Come see the difference! 

It's Time To 
~ .... Trade In The Old ... 

Get up to $1, 500 cash back or a Free Jornada 547 when you trade in an old qualifying HP 
LaserJet printer and BUY qualifying HP LaserJet printer! 

Rebates will be paid for the first 1,500 completed claims fo r purchases made between March 1, 
2002 and lune 30, 2002. 

TRADE IN PURCHASE 
Trade in 1 of Pur chase 1 of Model# Receive This 
HP LaserJet II, llP, llP+, llD HP LaserJet 4100n 8050A $400 CAD rebate 

HP LaserJet 4100tn 8051A or 
HP LaserJet Ill, lllP, lllD, Ills! HP LaserJet 4100dtn 8052A a Jornada 547 (ARV 

$449 CAD 
HP LaserJet 4 , 4L, 4ML, 4p, 4mp, HP LaserJet 9000n $1 ,000 CAD rebate 
4+, 4M, 4M+, 4si, 4simx, 4v, P LaserJet 9000dn or 
4mv P LaserJet 9000hns a Jornada 547 (ARV 

$449 CAD) 
HP LaserJet 5, SL, Sp, Smp, Sn, P Color LaserJet 4550n $750 CAD rebate 
SM, Ssi, Ssimx, Ss inx HP Color LaserJet 4550dn 

P e olor-taser-Jet--t550 hdn 
HP LaserJet 6L, 6p, 6mp 

HP Color LaserJet (CJ ! OOA) 
ifiP Color LaserJet 8550n ~097A $1,500 CAD rebat e 
HP Color La s e rJet 8550dn 098A or 

HP Color LaserJet 5, SM IP Co lor LaserJet 8550dn f7099A a Jornada 547 (ARV 
449 CAD) 

ONWA RD ONWARD COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS 

(519) 836-9001 Fax (519) 836-9235 
E-mail: guelph@onward.ca 
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There was only one applicant for the job! Min d you 
nobody else knew there was a j ob available - including m e! 
I am however so happy. All my files are in the right places, 
new data has been programmed and I am now able Lo 
spend more time caring for m y c lie nts. We all benefit. 

Welcome Tricia Halley. 

DOWNTOWN GUELPH 
Listed this m onth at $ 168,900. C ute and cozy with a lot of 
character. Any new lis tings can be E-Mailed according to 
your personal requirements. Contact my team for an 
experienced, efficient and professional relationship. 
Contact me at my Home Office: 

(519) 821 -2005 or E-Mail: mhalley@hond.n et 

THE STRENGTH OF RE/MAX 
My experience of 21 years selling Re-Sale Homes. 
New Hornes. Condominiums and Business in Guelph, 
Fergus, E lora, Pus linch and Wellington County, together 
with the local, Provincial, National and North Amercian 
links to the World Wide RE/MAX organization ensures a 
comprehensive service for both buyers and sellers. 



Were the Good Old Days That Good? 
Life in the 1800s was not simpler, easier or happier, says U of G historian 

MANY OF us BELIEVE that life 
in the 1800s - because it 

was mostly rural - was simpler, 
more stable, kinder, happier even, 
when compared with today's 
fast-forward world of activity and 
consumerism. 

This belief is so entrenched in our 
minds - Little House on tlle Prairie, 
anyone? - that over the past few 
years, a whole movement has devel-
oped around trying to get people 
back to those good old days. 

. Home-school your children, 
you're advised in books, magazines, 
newsletters and Web sites. Move to 
the country, sew your own clothes, 
grow your own food, barter for 
goods and spend less. 

It sounds OK except for one 
thing, says Prof. Douglas McCalla, 
History, the recently appointed 
holder of a prestigious Canada Re-
search Chair in Rura] His1ory. Re-
search shows tha1 those simpler, 
more tracUtionaJ times never reaUy 
ex..isted. Although it's true that life 
today is more complex and fast-
paced, life for early settlers was not 
simpler, easier or happier, he says. 

"A lot of people today idealize ru-
ral society of the past. There's an aw-
ful lot of romantic imagery about 
self-sufficiency and self-reliance that 
doesn' t adequately describe the way 
those societies worked, plus we tend 
to oversimplify those earlier times." 

McCalla should know. He has 
spent most of a distinguished aca-
demic career studying Canada's ru-
ral history, mainly from an 
economic perspective. 

Originally from Edmonton, he 
holds degrees from Queen's Univer-
sity, the University of Toronto and 
Oxford University. He has served as 
edito r of the Ontario series of the 
Champlain Society and of the Cana-
diar1 Historical Review. He has also 
written and edited several influentiaJ 
books on economic and business 
history, notably the award-winning 
Planting tl1e Province: 111e Economic 
Hisrory of Upper Canada 1784-1870 
and Perspectives on Canadian Eco-
nomic History. 

Through this work, McCalla has 
shown that Ontario's early economy 
was not primarily dependent on the 
exportation of natural resources 
such as fish, fur and wood, as previ-
ously believed. Instead, agriculture 
was the leading colonial economic 
activity, with farming itself - and 
rural economies - being much 
more intricate than ever imagined. 

"The local exchange of goods and 
labour and the making and remaking 
of farms, families and communities 
were central to the economy in 
which most people lived," he says. 
"These people lived in a world of in-
formation, of prices, of wages and of 
hierarchies, and they had their 
strategies. These were not unsophis-
ticated people or societies." 

In recent years, McCalla has 
turned his attention to rural society 
in general, and it is this work that will 
be the focus ohhe rural studies chair 
announced last November by the 
federal government. 

The historian, who spent the last 

Prof. Douglas Mccalla 

three decades teaching at Trent Uni-
versity, was recruited to Guelph as 
part of an effort by the College of 
Arts to attract a scholar who would 
complement and enhance the Uni-
versity's already significant work in 
rural history. 

"The appointment of Prof. 
McCalla, our first chair recruited ex-
ternally, was a coup for us not only 
because of his outstanding career 
and reputation, but also because his 
work fits in so weU with the Universi-
ty's emphasis on rural studies," says 
Prof. Deborah Stacey, assistant vice-
president (infrastructure research 
programs). "His work will also 
greatly contribute to our strategic re-
search themes of culture and society 
and communities and families." 

College of Arts dean Jacqueline 
Murray adds that McCalla's presence 
on campus will boost Guelph's tradi-
tional strength in Canadian history. 
"And graduate students will have an 
unparaUeled opportunity to study 
Canadian history and participate in 
the forefront of research in this 
area." 

McCaUa notes that much of re-
corded history, economic or other-
wise, is derived from the writings and 
perspectives of leading officials and 
merchants, most of whom lived in 
cities. When one looks at the records 
left behind by ordinary farm and ar-
tisan families, who made up so much 
of the whole economy, a new and 
different picture emerges. 

For example, he says, we envision 
early settlers living mainly in one 
place for generations because we 
think travel and resettlement before 
the advent of the mo1or vehicle were 
too time-consuming and onerous. 
But systematic examination of data 
such as the census shows that people 
did indeed move around and that 

PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

movement was very much a part of 
their lives. 

"Farmers took their crops to mar-
ket and people got around on horses, 
by water or on foot," says McCalla. 
"They sometimes walked distances 
we would never imagine walking." 

Another common misconception 
is that women in Upper Canada spun 
and wove all their own cloth to make 
clothing for their families. According 
to records kept by country stores, 
many textiles for clothing were pur-
chased rather than spun at home. 

"Upper Canadian women bought 
a lot of cotton, which isn't surprising 
because it was the time of the Indus-
trial Revolution and lots of cotton 
was being produced," says McCalla. 
"But the standard literature has them 
dressed in homespun. The truth is 
that women had better things to do 
with their time than to spend it mak-
ing homespun linen; buying cotton 
was cheaper. Wool, however, was an-
other matter." 

Bartering is another often misun-
derstood notion of the past, he adds. 
When the farmer's wife needed cot-
ton, she didn' t barter an equivalent 
amount of butter for it at the local 
store. Instead, she bought cotton at a 
certain price when she needed it and 
sold butter to the storekeeper, for a 
price, when the store needed it. 

"Money didn' t necessarily ex-
change hands, but everything was 
given a monetary value, rather than 
being bartered," says McCalla. "And 
so a great deal of the market transac-
tions of the early economy involved 
credit, not barter." 

So much for the notion of credit 
being a relatively new market force. 

At U ofG, McCalla will be writing 
a comprehensive economic history 
of Canadian settlement from 1600 to 
1939 and continuing his intensive 
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study of consumption and living 
standards in pioneer society from 
1808to1861, based on the charge ac-
counts of ordinary families at the 
country general store. 

The work will be highly collabo-
rative, with McCalla drawing from 
- and adding to - the work of 
other history faculty such as Prof. 
Catharine Wilson, who specializes in 
early farm tenancy and co-operative 
work; Prof. Terry Crowley, whose 
focus has been rural, agricultural 
and women's history; and Prof. 
Kevin James, a Scottish studies spe-
cialist. McCalla will also work closely 
with Prof. Kris Inwood, Economics. 

"The finclings of this work will 
likely challenge Canadians' sense of 
their economy's past (and perhaps 
present) by telling its history from 
the perspective of the agricultural 
heart1and rather than the resource 
frontier," reads a Canada Research 
Chairs description of the proposed 
project. "The objective is to create a 
richer understanding of local econo-
mies and the ways in which they rep-
resented and shaped Canada's 
economic development." 

McCalla himself says he hopes 
the work will accomplish n.vo main 
things. First, he'd like to clispel 
myths and stop some of the fa1se 
analogies some people draw from 
the past to try to elicit change today. 

"Surprisingly enough, we often 
make decisions that involve some 
idealized image of the past to try to 
c11ange the future," he says, citing as 
an example some of the debate sur-
rounding the right to own firearms. 

''I don't wish to get into an argu-
ment with people who are ardent be-
lievers in what firearms can mean to 
rural societies today, but what I 
found interesting was how powerful 
in their arguments was an image of 
how fuearms were used by early set-
tlers. In reality, many Upper Canadi-
ans never owned guns. During the 
rebellion of 1837, for example, many 
of the rebels didn't have guns at all." 

The second - and perhaps most 
important - thing McCalla hopes 
to accomplish is to "catch a vision of 
history in which many people were 
actors." The usual view, he says, is 
that there were a few great leaders 
and a few great events. 

"What I hope to foster and en-
courage is the vision that our past 
was not simple at all, but that it de-
veloped from the dynamics of every-
day life, that ordinary families were 
central to it, that men, women and 
children made adjustments, devel-
oped new strategies and made tough 
decisions. 

" Do the findings matter? I think 
they do. I think putting rural society, 
with its full weight, into the evolu-
tion of the larger history, which 
mostly has not been done, and trying 
to understand how rural society 
evolved are central questions for 
anyone interested in social and eco-
nomic history. It is a particular op-
portunity to be able 10 pursue this 
work al the University of Guelph, 
where an abiding commitment to 
rural studies makes for a very sup-
portive research environment." 

BY SUZANNE SOTO 

ARBORETUM 

Naturalist Chris Earley presents 
''Jntroduction to Birds" June 5 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost is $45. 
Registration and payment deadline 
isMay22. 

Horticulturist Henry Kock leads a 
garden history walk June 5 from 7 
to 9 p.m. Cost is $15. Registration 
and payment are due May 22. 

CONFERENCE 

Teaching Support Services, the 
Mclaughlin Library and the Learn-
ing Commons are sponsoring a 
conference on "Fostering Aca-
demic Integrity: Challenges and 
Achievements at the University of 
Guelph" May 15. For more infor-
mation or to register, visit the Web 
site www.tss.uoguelph.ca/tli.htmJ. 

NOTICE 

The Stress Management and High 
Performance Clinic will hold 
classes in relaxation and stress 
management skills beginning May 
21. Classes run Tuesday and 
Thursday at 8 to 9 p.m. in UC 441. 
Cost is $40 for U of G students, $60 
for campus member-s of Steelwork-
ers Local 4120 and $120 for com-
munity members. For m.ore details, 
call Ext. 2662 or visit the Web site 
www.uoguelph.ca/-ksomers. 

THESIS DEFENCES 

The final examination of PhD can-
didate Greg Steinberg. Human 
Biology and Nutritional Sciences, 
is May 13 at 9:30 a.m. in Animal 
Science and Nutrition 306. T he 
thesis is "Acute and Chronic 
Effects ofLeptin on Skeletal Muscle 
Patty Acid Metabolism." The 
adviser is Prof. David Dyck. 

The final examination of Steven 
Leech, an M.Sc. canclidate in the 
Department of Animal and Poultry 
Science, is May 16 at 9 a.m. in Ani-
mal Science and Nutrition 141. 
The thesis is "Evaluation of and 
Alternative Methods for the Deter-
mination of Phytate Content in 
Ontario Com and Soybean Sam-
ples." The adviser is Prof. Kees de 
Lange. 

The final examination of PhD can-
didate Alessandro AJasia, Agricul-
tural Economics and Business, is 
May 2 t at 1 p.m. in AnimaJ Science 
and Nutrition 141. The thesis is 
"An Assessment of Rural Develop-
ment Policy Options in Mozam -
bique." The adviser is Prof. 
Truman Phillips. 

The final examination of 
Wijewickrama Abeyderra, a PhD 
candidate in the School of Rural 
Extension Studies, is May 23 at 9 
a.m. in Animal Science and Nutri-
tion 14 l . The thesis is "The Role of 
Social Capital in Collaborative 
Governmental and Non-Govern-
mental Programs Focusing on Pov-
erty Reduction in Sri Lanka." The 
adviser is Prof. Mark Waldron. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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