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College Royal
Ready to Roll
18th-annual open house runs March 16 and 17

U

OF G will "Let the Good

Times RoyaF' at its annual
College Royal weekend March 16
and 17. The ?8th-annual studentrun open house - the largest of its
kind in Canada - will run from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m . Saturday and from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m . Sunday.

Started in 1925 as a livestockshowing competition, College Royal
has grown to becom e a perennial attraction . It now involves som e 3,000

volunteers and attracts more than
25,000 visitors to campus.
T his year's o pen house features a

combination of traditional favourites such as teddy bear surgery, a
"new" Old MacDonald's farm and
chemistry magic shows, as well as
new attractions such as a robotics
competit ion and a "H arry Potter"
pLtnting sessio n .

Another College Royal tradition
is the annual Curtain Call musical
production, with this year's
company performing Guys and
Dolls March 14 to 16 in War Memorial Hall.
The weekend will also feature
numerous displays and activities by
student dubs and individual departments, live surgery at the On-

tario Veterinary College, tours of the

Wild Bird Clinic, Maple Syrup Days
at the Arboretum, synchronized
swimming performances, and dog
and cat shows.
Also scheduled are a number of
team events, including a tug-of:-war,
pie throw, egg toss, square dance
competition, Gryphon Jeopardy, a
logging competition and a pancakeflipping contest.
In addition, a lecture series will
run hourly throughout the weekend,
featuring talks on a variety of issues
and subjects being studied at the
University.
ln conjunction with College
Royal Weekend, the Fine Art Network, a student-run organization
dedicated to promoting the fine arts
at Guelph, will hold its 33rd annual
juried art show March 15 to 17 in Zavitz Hall. The show accepts submissions from any U of G
undergraduate student. The official
opening is March 15 at 7 p.m. and
will feature an awards ceremony followed by a reception.
A complete Listing of all College
Royal events and activities will soon
be available on the Web at www.collegeroyal.uoguelph.ca.

Close to 630 degrees and diplomas were awarded during four winter convocation ceremonies Feb. 20 and 21.

Above, one of U of G's newest alumni, BA graduate Adrianne Romaneh of Concord, right, celebrates her
achievement with her sister, Nadia. Three members of the University community received special honours
during tbe ceremonies. University professor emeritus status was bestowed on Doug Killam. top right, an

English professor who retired in t995, and Peter Martini, middle right, who retired from the Department of

land Resource Science in 2001. landscape architedure professor Ron Stoltz, bottom right, was presented

with the John Bell Award for outstanding contributions to teaching.
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Some Cancer Therapies May Make Disease Worse
OVC biomedical scientist part ofNorth American research team reporting new findings in Science magazine

N

EW
RESEARCH
by Canadian and
American scientists - includlng U of G
biomedical sciences professor Brenda
Coomber - reveals that some new cancer
therapies have the potential to make the
condition worse.
The findings appear ln the Feb. 22 issue of
Science magazine. The research was based on
theories that Coomber helped develop while
on a research sabbatical at Sunnybrook and
Women's College Health Sciences Centre
some years ago. The article was authored by
Coomber, Bob Kerbel and Joanne Yu of Sunnybrook, Janusz Rak of McMaster University
and Dan Hicklin of ImClone Systems Inc. ln
New York. Their study focused on antiangiogenic therapy, a relatively new cancer treatment that works to reduce tumou.rs by cutting
off their blood supply, and the p53 "tumoursuppressor" gene.
" It is the body's 'quality controP gene,"
Coomber says, noting that p53 regulates cell
cycle and cell division. "In a cell that has DNA
damage, p53 prevents the cell from dividing by
lnduoing repair of the damage. Or, if the dam-

age is too great, it allows for 'cell suicide.'"
But human cancer cells often inactivate this
cancer-suppressor gene, and the cells accumulate mutations.
What the researchers found is that these
mutant cells appear to be less reliant on blood
supply than cells with normal p53 function are.
So therapies that target the blood vessels in tumours are killing off cells with active p53 genes
while the mutant cells survive.
"We seem to have found a situation where
the treatment may be making the disease progress faster," Coomber says.
The researchers performed a number of
controlled experiments on mice. They compared the resistance of tumours that were derived from human colorectal cancer cells. The
cells were genetically modified to have either
normal or mutant p53 to produce three kinds
of tumours: those containing cells with only
normal p53, those with cells containing only
inactive or mutant p53, and those containing a
combination of cells with either p53 gene.
Antiangiogenic therapy was used to treat all
three types of tumours.

"This allowed for direct comparisons bet\veen the effects of p53 active and inactive
genes, because that is the only genetic difference between the two cell types," Coomber
says.
The study found that although the growth
of all tumours was inhibited by the treatmtnt,
there was a "dramatic difference" in the response based on the p53 status. Tumours that
had only ceUs with active p53 genes increased
twofold in size, compared with a sevenfold increase for tumours with cells containing inactive p53 genes.
The researchers further analysed the
"mixed-cells" tumours using a sptcial dye that
stains the tumours cells closest to the blood
vessels a brighter colour. They then broke up
the tumours and examined where the p53 mutant and p53 normal cells were located. Consistent with the findings of tumour growth,
these tests found that the cells closest to the
blood vessels were those with active p53 genes.
"These 'mixed tumours' started out having
a cell ratio that was about 50:50 in terms of
having active and inactive p53 genes," says
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Coomber. "After the treatment, the ratio of

wild-type p53 genes dropped to Jess than 25

per cent. The thinking with antiangiogenic
therapy is that if you cut off the blood supply to
the cell, it cannot get any oxygen and it will die.
But this shows that these mutant cells are preferentially able to survive, probably because
they are much less dependent on the blood

supply:·

Coomber notes that there are caveats, including the fact that the research was conducted in an artificial environment with
modified human cancer cells. "But it does
mean that we should think more about how we
approach cancer treatment and that we need
additional studies." She adds that the findings
are not "anti-antiangiogenic."
"There is no magic bullet for treating cancer, but that doesn't mean we cannot have an
arsenal ofweapons, and this therapy can still be
an important one. But what this research is
telling us is that the system is far more complicated than we could imagine, and we cannot
ignore the biology."

BY LOR! BONA HUNT
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Town Hall Meeting to Discuss Campus Master Plan Working Paper
plan.

issued a working paper that
suggests alternative means to
address the issues identified in the

The Camp us Master Plan Steering Committee is aski ng for comments on all the explorations and
ideas presented in the working paper. After this phase of consultation>the paper will be reSh aped into
a draft report for further review and
comment, and will ultimately be
brought fon\lard as a final report fo r
approval by Board of Governors.

research phase of the campus
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Visit our classrooms and see w hy
G uelph Montessori students excel

•Reading mu/ fYriting before Grnde Oue
+Loll' Studeur I Teacher Ratio
+Strong Acmlemic.r -A1nt/J , Geometry,
Geography, Botany, Culture and more
•French, ii'lusic, Karate, Swimming,
Skating, Gym and mnuy extras
+For cfliltlre11 2.5 years to Grade Six

Come see the difference!
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Educational Day Camps at
Priory Park Baptist Church
PD Days and School Breaks

Ages 5-12

Morning Program 8 am - L2 pm - $12
Afternoon Program 1 pm - 5 pm - $12
All Day Program 8 am - 5 pm - $20

CONSIDERED THE
FIELD OF
CHIROPRACTIC?
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master plan review process.
Produced by du Toil AIJsopp
Hill ier and by Lea Consultants btd.,
the consultants hired by U of G to
prepare the campus master plan,
the 100-page working paper contains more than nvo dozen expJorations of how the campus may
develop in th e future. These explorations are based on exhaustive
campus consultations that began in
early2001 with University administrators, including the VicePresident (Academ.ic)'s Council, as
well as faculty, staff and students.
"This working paper begins to
address key issues through a secies
of planning strategies and alternative scenarios for the arrangement
of buildings, roads, walkways and
landscapes," th e paper's introduction states. "Ifs intention is to explore ideas, generate discussion and
obtain feedback."
A town hall meeting to review
tbe working paper will be held Feb.
28 at noon in Peter Qark Hall. The
prese ntation format will be casual,
and all members of the U of G community are encouraged to bring
lunch and par1icipate. Staff are also
reviewing the working paper with
interested off-campus groups such
as nearby neighbourhood associations and the City of Guelph.
The text of the working paper, is

CHANGES TO CLASSROOM
SCHEDULING PLANNED
As U of G prepares for the double cohort years, it is already experiencing some of the scheduling
challenges that arise from the need
to maximize use of facilities.
The opening of the new classroom cluster in September 2003,
which will add nine classrooms to
campus, will bring considerable relief to the scheduling process, says
Prof. Alastair Summerlee, provost
and vice-president (academic). But
the University is also e:Kplor.ing
ways to enhance the efficiency and
effectiveness of the scheduling process.
A5 part of the planning process;
the Planning Steering Group has
asked the Office of Registrarial
Services to review classroom use
and facility capacity.
"One of rhe problems identified
fo r efficient scheduling is the constru in1 imposed by c;lasses that have
to be assigned particular rooms or
time slots;,, Summerlee says.

NEW FACULTY COME ON BOARD
Thanks in part to renewed faculty recruitment efforts, more than
SO new faculty have joined U of G
over the past year. Beginning with
this issue, @Guelph will introduce
these fucult:y. to the community under the "Toward 2010" banner. See
page 4 for the first instalment.

Construction of Classroom
Complex Set to Begir:i
C
on u of G's
classroom complex will begin
March I.
The proj ect - a key component
in the University's plans to accom modate the expected surge in student enrolment caused by the
"double cohort" in 2003 and a projected increase in overall unive rsity
participat ion - is expected to take
14 months to build and will be ready
for classes in the fall of2003.
Physical Resources will hold an
information session on the project
and its construction schedule March
S from noon to 1:30 p.m. in Peter
Clark Hall. The project's architects,
Robbie/Young+Wright, will also
give the community an update on
the project.
Members of the campus commuONSTRUCTION

nity are encouraged to attend this
meeting, which is intended to answer questions about expected road
closures and other construction activity, including site safety, noise and
dust. Some of th e aotivity already
foresee n includes:

• Barricades and signs will be
installed to direct pedestrian and
vehicular traffic to ensure the
personal safety of members of the
University community and visitors.
The l ,SOO-seat classroom complex is the fir-st phase of the science
and classroom complex at U of G.
The University received $S I million
under the provincial SuperBuild
program towards the to tal cost of the
entire project.
@Guelpli will continue to carry
stories and updates on this project's
construction. In addition, photos of
the construotion and its progress will
be posted regularly on a Web site to
be launched for this purpose. The
site will also contain information on
the project itself, floor plans, elevations and architectural renderings.

• A portion of Trent Lane from
Reynolds Walk to the north side of
the Bullring, and a portion of
Reynolds Walk directly south of the
construction site, will be closed to
vehicular traffic.
• Parking lots PS (Computing and
Communications Services), PSl
(behind Johnston Hall) and P52 will
remain open, but as of March 1,
visitor parking in PS will be
relocated to the kiosk parking in P44
by Johnston Hall.

Editor Barbara Chance
b.chance@exec.u oguelph.ca

For more information
call:
1-800-826-6285

Some of these constraints are
justified because a room that will
accommodate a particular class size
may be needed or access to specialized equipment may be required, he
adds. Otl1er constraints revolve
aroWld historical use or personal
preference.
Summerlee has recommended
that a small committee of facmlty be
asked to .review requests from departments for particular room and
time slot assignments. 0nly in cases
where the requirement can be justifi ed (e.g., special equipment) will it
be possible to accommodate individual needs.
"This may be difficult for some
fac_ulty and staff who have been
used to expressing personal preferences for particular rOOlTIS and
times," Summerlee says. "Unfortunately, the University needs flexibility in the system to maximize use of
the facilities, and I am looking for
support from all members of the
University community in accommodating this need ,"
Info rmation about scheduling
for winter 2003 will be fonvarded to
departments from the Office of
Registrarial Services shortly.

available on the University Web site
at
www,pr.uoguelph.ca/master-
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CAMPUS DAYS SET
Guelph's annual March
Break Campus Days program for prospective students and their parents runs

Cassie Campbell, a 1997 BA

graduate of U of G, led Ca nada's
national women's hockey team to a
golden vic tory at the Olympics last
week, beating the Americans 3-2 in
the final game. Campbel!, who is
team captain, was named to the
national team in 1994 and played in
her first Olympics in 1998 when
women 's hockey debuted as a
Winter Garnes event in Nagano,
Japan. As an undergraduate at
Guelph. she was captain of the varsity women's hockey team.

March 13 to 15. Activities

will include a st udent pane1 1
information and counsel-

ling sessions, resource dis-

plays and tours. Hundreds

of U of G fuculty, staff and
students will partic:ipate in

the events, which are based
in the Athletics Centre. Last
year, about 3,500 students and parents turned out over the three days.

ERC, OPEN LEARNING OFFER
NEW ONLINE PROGRAM
The Office of Open Learning and
the Equine Research Centre (ERC)
are offe ring Canada's first on line
Canadian Equine Science Certificate Program. Designed for professiona l or personal enrichment, the
program consists of six courses
aimed at enhancing knowledge of
the equine industry and improving
horse health and performance. The
courses use a variety of resources,

including textbooks, CD-ROMS,

videos, online conferencing and
guest lectures. The first course,
"Management of the Equine Environment," begins May 13. For
details1 visit the Web site www.
EquineScienceCerti6cate.com or

call 767-5000.

WELLNESS FAIR MARCH 19
The Wellness Centre is hosti ng the
10th annual Wellness Fair March
19 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
Untnnlty <')enh'e ...,..,.,..nt. p"°
senter-s from on and off campus
will be available to provide demonstrations and answer questions
reJated to personal health and
well-being. For more information,
send e-mail to wellness_fair2002
@hotmai1.com.
REPETITIVE STRAIN INJURY
FOCUS OF PANEL DISCUSSION
The Guelph and District Labour
Co uncil and Steelworkers Local
4120 mark International Repetitive
Strain Injury Awareness Day Feb.
28 with educational prese ntatio ns
and a panel discussion from 6:30 to
9 p.m. in Room 103 of the University Centre. Panellists include kinesiologist Richard Wells, chiropractor Matthew Corradetti, ergonomist Julianne Natale and Nancy
Hutchison) health and safety coordinator for United Steelworkers
of America.
ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY
STUDENTS HOST TALKS
Graduate students in the Department of Environmental Biology
present their annual symposium
March 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. in Conference Room l of the
OMAPRA building on Stone Road.
This year's theme is ''Communicating for a Sustainable Future.'' Guest
speakers are Joe Sc,bwarcz of
McGill University, who will discuss
"'Pesticides and Biotechnology/'
and Bob Murphy, senior curator at
the Royal Ontario Museum, who
will explain "' Biodiversity in the
Vietnam Forests .., Everyone is welcome.

The Puck Drops Here
Presid~nt Mordechai Rozanski drops the puck for the opening game of the 25th-annu al University
lnvltat1onal Faculty and Staff Hockey Tournament held Feb. 21 and 22 on campus. Facing off are Manfred
Gartner of Wilfrid Laurler University, left, and Prof. Rich Moccia, Animal and Poultiy Science. McGill,
lakehead, York and Waterloo universities also sent teams to the tournament, which was won by Guelph's
Grey Giyphons. They beat Waterloo 4-3 in the final game.
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

German Studies Blooms

A

of extracurricular oultural activities is injecting more
life into Guelph's German studies
program. The events, which include
German theatre and a weekend
language excu rsion, are initiatives of
Prof. Rild.iger Mueller, Languages
and Literatures.
Mueller, who earned .his PhD at
Queen's Universiry,join ed U ofG in
August 2000. One of the ideas he
brought with him was for a German
theatre production, an idea that
struck a cho rd with Guelph students
involved in the first show last winter.
'"Fhe number of students who are
participating this year has basically
doubled," he says. "They have a lot of
fun \vith it and are doing an amazing
SLATE

job."

About 35 students are contributing as directors, actors, stagehands
and marketers fo r this year's production, which takes place March 8 and
9 at 8 p.m. in Lower Massey Hall.
Also involved as an actor and adviser
is recently retired German studies
professor Kari Grimstad.
The performance will feature selected scenes from five German,
Austrian and Swiss plays: La Ronde
by Arthur Schnitz1er, Nathan the

Wise by Gotthold E. Lessing, Der

zerbrochne Krug (111e Broker1 Jug) by
Heinrich von Kleist, Mother Courage
by Bertolt Brecht and The Visit by
Friedrich Dilrrenmatt. The von
Kleist segment will be performed in
German; the others will be in English. Last year, the event attracted an
audience of 200, and Mueller hopes
that number will grow as we\\.
Later in March, JO U of G stu dents will join IO from Wilfrid Laurier fo r a weekend German- language
excursion to Durham County. The
first-time event will "put language
into a social context wherein the students can practise their German in
conversation, play games, cook \vith
German recipes and participate in
workshops that are entertaining and
fun," Mueller says.
A long-standing weekly "Stammtisch" get-together at the Bookshelf
Cafe on Monday nights is another
outlet for students, faculty and anyone else who wants to talk about all
things German . Newly revived are
international film nights, which
Mueller is presenting \vith colleagues
Prof. St~phanie Nutting in French
studies and Prof. Dorothy OdarteyWellington in Spanish studies.
Prof. Daniel Chouinard 1 director
of the School of Languages and Lit-

eratures, credits Mueller with helping to boost interest in German
studies, which offers a minor in the
BA program. German studies also
benefits from the contributions of
Prof. Paola Mayer, who is crossappointed to European studies.
"Enrolment in second- and

tbitd-year cout ses has been going up
sreadily," says Cho uinard. yin less
than two years, we have seen the
number of students registered in
German studies minors go from two
to 17." About 200 students are cu rrently enrolled in German studies
courses.
"The various extracurricular activities put what the students are
learning into more practical, applied
contexts," Mueller says. "Most of the
students go on exchange, which is
important today because everyone
should be aware of other cultures
and languages. An exchange is
probably one of the most valuable
things people can do during a degree
at Guelph, no matte r which program
they're in. As long as they've acquired an appropriate skill in the
language, students can take cou rses
abroad in their major, whatever that
may be."

BYSTACEYCURRYGUNN

INTERNATIONALIZATION AND
EDUCATION FOCUS OF TALKS
Prof. Jorge Nd, Ru ral Extension
Studies, and Prof, Jim Shute and
Lynne Mitchell of the Centre for
International Programs participated in a Queen's University conferen ce on "Connections and Complexities: Internationalization and
Higher Education in Canada," Nef
presented a paper with Susan James
of the University of Western
Ontario on ·~ tn stituti onaJ Pactors in
the Internationalization of Higher
Education: A Critical and Interpretive Essay." Shute spoke on ..The
Role of FacuJry in Shaping Internationalization." Shute also gave an
invited presentation on ''No rthSouth University Partnerships:
Trends and lSSuC$" at York University during International Development Week.
BU. SlUllElllS S'llUI> 1>11.IUS

Nine third-year landscape architecture students won all the pri.tes in a
competition sponsored by the
Aggregate Producers' Association
of Ontari o. The participants were
asked to present ideas for rehabilitation of aggregate extraction sites.
Tying for fir.st place were Tina
Fernandes and Mark Zuzinjak for
their project "Navan Golf Course

and Country Cl ub" and Saya

Nakano and Emily Mann for "Twin
Lakes. u Second prize went to Alison
Bond, Mike Salisbury and Kristine
White fo r the project "X-Treme
Golf." Darbro Sollen and Jeffrey
Sch urek captu red third prize for
"The Hewitt Lake Interpretive Centre and Karrow Lake Conference
Centre." The projects were done as
part of a course taught last semester
by Prof. Cecelia Paine.

'--~~~~~~~~~--'

Drama Program Celebrates Luscombe Legacy

T

HE COLLEGE OF ART'S drama
program
is
hosting
a
colloquium and celebration March
16 to honour the memory of
distinguished Canadian theatre
director George Luscombe. The
event, "Performance and Politics:
the Legacy of George Luscombe,"
will featwe 3 keynote address by
playwright, author and Globe ar1d
Ma il columnist Rick Salutin.
A panel discussion \viii follow on
"Continuing the Legacy: Performance, Politics and Passion." Prof.
Alan ~ilewod, Literatures and Per-

formance Studies in English, will
chair the panel, which featu res theatre artists Maja Ardal, Robin Breon,
Juanita De Vos and Sandi Ross.
The colloquium will explore
questions about the meaning of politics and performance today, the role
of politically engaged dramatists and
how theatre can speak to the changing condition of the world in a
meaningful and entertaining way,
Filewod says.
Luscombe was a director, producer and playwright who founded
Toronto Workshop Productions,

AT GUELPH

J

FEBRUARY 27, 2002

the first theat re company in Canada
committed to politically engaged ensemble performance.
After his retirement, Luscombe
taught acting at U of G and was
awarded an honorary doctorate of
laws from Guelph in 1996 fo r giving
Canadians an important body of
theatrical innovation and for training several generations of actors,
writers and directors. A video of
Luscombe's convocation address
will be shown at the event.
The celebration will culminate in
the formal opening of the George

Luscombe Theatre in the Mac.Kinnon Building (currently called the
lnner Stage).
That evening, the drama program will stage its final performance
of Tire Dog Beneath tile Skir1, a 1935
British play by W.H. Auden and
Christopher Isherwood about the
world sliding into war. Directed by
Filewod, the production also foatures the work of the drama program's new design professor, Jerrard
Smith, one of Canada's leading mask
makers. The play runs March 11 to
15 at 8 p.m. and March 16at 7 p.m.

U of G Attracts Outstanding Research, Teaching Talent

T

IN PART to renewed
facu lty recruitmen t efforts,
more than 50 new fac ulty members
have joined U of G ove r the past
HANKS

year. They come from as far away as

Australia and as near as the city
limi ts, th eir expertise encompassing
everything fr om the relevance of
literature and contemporary art to
the intricacies of statistics and
molecular biology. In the next few
months, we will profile the.se new
bright minds. Here are the first six.

Research objectives: Current projects focus o n consumer demand
analysis and consumer behaviour,
generic advertising investmen t decisio ns made by agricuJtural commodity organizations, and o rganization/structure/performance of the
foo d-processing industry.
Atb'action to U of G: The University

Research objectives: Nature of
social-political transformat ions in
West Afric a between slave abo lition
and colonization.
Attraction to U of G: From the comportment of the members of the
appointment committee and some
of the discussions during my job
interview, I formed a very positive

wTitten assignments, seminar presentations, debates, simulations and
group projects.
Research objectives: To examine
social housing policy and the ways
changing form s of gove rnance have
affected Canada's most vulnerable
citizens - the urban poor.
Atb'action to U ofG: Guelph isa big

BRIGITTE BRISSON

Assistant professor, s111alf-a11imnl surgery, Clinical Studies
Background: OMV, University or
Montreal; D.V.Sc. (s mall-a nimal
surgery), University or Guelph;
diplomate of the American College
of Veterinary Surgeons
Teaching objectives: To transfer to
students basic surgery knowledge
through teaching anatomy, pathophysiology and surgical principles
because these are the backbones of
good surgical practice. The most
important goal is to teach my students to apply their theoretical
knowledge to clinical practice in a
logical manner.
Research objectives: Investigating
intervertebral disc disease in dogs
(recurrence of disc disease after
decompressive surgery and the
effects or prophylactic fenestration) ,
as well as developing and evaluating
minimally invasive surgical procedures using Japaroscopy and thoracoscopy.
Attraction to U of G: The reputation of OVC among Canadian
schools, as well as the high quality of
the veterinary program and the large
and interesting clinical case load.

JOHN CRANFIELD

Assistant professor, Agricultural Economics and Business
Background: B.Sc.(Agr.) and M.Sc. ,

University of Guelph; PhD, Purdue
University

Teaching objectives: To encourage
intellectual curiosity, independence
of thought and action, an appreciation of lifelong learning and a deep
understanding of the subject matter.

with the analytical tools necessary to
critically evaluate eve nts and theories surrounding public adminis tration, law and policy in Canada and
elsewhere.
Research objectives: I foc us on the
impact of judicial decisions on
minority-language education policy
and ad ministration. In future> I wa nt
to apply my judicial impact model to
investigate the effects of Charter of
Rights decisions on policing policy
and administration. Other potential
projects include studying government use of strategic litigation and
public opinio n and the courts.
Atb'action to U of G: It provides fo r
a nice balance between research and
teaching, and the Department of
Political Science is welco ming and
supportive.

ANDREW SHERWOOD
Assistant professor, School of Languages and Literatu res {classics)
Background: BA (ancient history
and classical archeology), University
of Calgary; MA (classics), University
of Victoria; PhD, MA (classical
archeology), Princeton University
Teaching objectives: To provide
students with the proper methodology to do research and to analyse
material coherently, no matter what
discipline. Within my own field, I
hope to generate an understanding
of, and enthusiasm for, the influences that have helped fo rm western
culture.
has top agricultural economics and
agribusiness departments and a
broad diversity of research o ppo rtunities for young fac uJty members.
Guelph is also a great city to live in.

FEMI JAMES KOLAPO
Assistant professor, History

Background: BA, MA, Ahmadu
Bello University, Nigeria; PhD, York
University
Teaching objectives: To engage students in an appreciation of what and
how fundamental fo rces have
shaped world history, as well as how
history is a continuum that reaches
into the present and is thus a fundamental premise for the fu ture.

idea of the History Department.
Hence, out of the choices I had, it
\.'/aS easy fo r me to dec ide on the
University of Guelph.

university with a small university
feel. There's a strong emphasis on
teaching, but there are many opportunities fo r research as well.

JUDITH MCKENZIE

TROY RIDDELL

Background: Bachelor of envi ronmental studies, University of Waterloo; MA, PhD (political science),
University of Toronto
Teaching objectives: To develop
various teaching techniques that
cater to the learning styles of as
many students as possible. I try to do
this by introducing a variety ofinteractive, skill-developing requirements such as tutorials, choices of

Calgary; PhD candidate, McGill
University
Teaching objectives: To introduce
students to the processes and outcomes of public administration,
public policy and public law in Canada; to make students aware of the
importance of these processes and
outcomes to politics and to them
personally; and to provide students

Assistant professor, Political Science

Assistant professor, Political Science
Background: MA, University of

Research objectives: To develop
excavation proj ects that analyse cultural interaction with the Romans:
in Jordan, on the fringe of the
Empire, interactions with nonRoman; and in southern Italy, in the
centre of the Rom an world, the
interactio n of Greek and Roman
cultures in the late Re public and
Empire.
Attraction to U of G: The reputation of the University and the School
of Languages and Literatures fo r
having a mo re balanced view of the
im portance of both research and
teaching. Guelph's proximity to
major research libraries is also very
attractive.

King Novel Popular in Canadian Literature Courses

A

by Pror. Thomas King, versities, including Guelph. The next
Lite ratures and Performance runner- up was Joy Kogawa's ObaStudies in English, has the sati, taught in 13 courses.
King ranked fo urth behind
distinction of being taught in more
undergraduate Canadian literature Margaret Atwood, Michael O ndaatje
courses across the country than any and Margaret Laurence in total
number of works taught in Can lit
other work.
Green Grass, Running Water is courses.
Ten Atwood novels appear o n
taught in 15 Can lit courses, according to a survey by Qu ill & Quire reading lists in a total of 37 courses.
Her
novel Alias Grace, studied in
magazine published in its November
2001 issue. The magazine examined nine courses, was the one most frereading lists fo r the 2000/200 I aca- quently taught. Seve n Ondaatje novdemic year from 29 Canadian uni - els are studied in 29 courses, and five
NOVEL

Laurence works are studied in 26
courses.
A total of 24 Can lit courses featured works by King, including his
novels Medicine River, Tru tli &
Briglit Water and One Good Story,

That One.

The rest of the list of 20 authors
whose works appear most fre quently
on undergraduate reading lists includes Alice Munro, Carol Shields,
Tomson Highway, Mordecai Richler, Robertson Davies and Timothy

Findley.
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Green Grass, Run ning Water and
other King novels are taught in numerous courses at Guelph in addition to Canadian literature surveys.
They are also studied in history, religion, geography, anthropology and
native studies courses.
Prof. Ajay Heble, Literatures and
Performance Studies in English, has
taught Green Grass, Running Water
in a fo urth-year Canadian literature
seminar and a graduate course.
The story is about five Blackfoot
Indians leading seemingly separate
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lives who discover their paths are
connected in unexpected ways.
Heble says the novel is popular
for "its use of satire and its innovative engagement with questions of
histo ry. It treats complex cultural issues with humour. I think students
really appreciate that. "
A 1999 Quill 6- Quire survey
ranked Greeri Grass, Running Water
15th in the top 40 "most interesting,
important and influential" books
published in the 20th century.
BY STACEY CURRY GUNN

Enviropig Disposal
a Legitimate Concern,
Says Research VP
University takes steps to prevent a recurrence

T

HE RECENT in advertent disposal
of genetically modified materi al
fro m a Guelph research program
raised some legitimate public
concerns, says Prof. Alan Wildeman,
vice-president (research).
"We took this inc ident very seriously," he says. "Because it involved
genetically modified animals, we
knew people would have que.stions
and concerns. So we acted quickly to
in fo rm the authorities and the pub-

Spreading the Word

lic."

Informal meetings over coffee and muffins are being held across

campus to provide information about the campus community

campaign. At a recent session are Trish Dean of Financial Services,
centre front, and, from left, Martina Storey, Cathy Fletcher and Susan
Thompson of Human Resources. Anyone who contributes to the
campus community campaign by midnight March 15 will be eligible to
win free parking on campus for a year. Anyone who has not received a
pledge form from their department volunteer can call Ext. 6506.
PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE

The University learned Feb. 12
that deceased piglets involved in a
Guelph research program on environmentaUy friendly pigs had been
inadvertently removed for rendering. U of G contacted the Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFlA) and took steps to prevent a
recurrence, Wildeman says. It also

Nominations Sought
for Student Life Awards
T
of Student Affairs is
calling fo r nominations for

HE OFF ICE

fo ur ann u al awards -

t he R.P.

Gilmor Student Life Award, the
Student Leadership Rookie Award,
the
Brian
Sullivan
Stude nt
Leadership Award and the Andre
Auger Citizenship Award.
llhe Gilm or Award is open to any
U of G student, fac ulty or staff
m ember, Guelp h graduate or com mu nity member who is committed

to the betterment of student life on
campus. The Rookie Award goes to a
s tudent who h as m ade in valuaOle

contributions in his or her first year
of active involvement on campus.
T he Sullivan Award recognizes a
graduating student who has made
significant contributions to student
leadership through involvement in
an elected or appointed position.
The Auger Award honows a student
who has demonstrated a sense of

personal responsibility and com mu nity commitment through volunteer

involvement.

Nomination deadline fo r all fo ur
awards is March 8. More information is available on the Web at www.
st udentlife.uoguelph. ca/Isip or from
the University Centre Information
Desk, the Central Student Association, the Graduate Students' Association, Student Affairs or Career
Services.

posted a notice on the Unive rsity's
Web site about the in cident.
The CFlA, Health Canada and
Environment Canada took joint action on the incident, says Wildeman,
"and we are working with the government on its investigation."
Independently, Health Canada
conducted a qualitative risk assessment and concluded that this incident rep resents m inimal risk to
human health. The federal agencies
also issued a news release, as did the
University.
"The media and others took this
incident as seriously as we did," says
W ildeman. "Co ncerns were expressed, but fo r the most part, the
media reacted in a balanced and
responsible manner. The news
reports reiterated the fact that there
was no concern for public safety and
that this research is important both
for the environment and for humans."
The incident happened when a
rendering company, contracted to
remove deadstock from Guelph's
Ridgetown campus, removed 11 deceased transgenic piglets. The piglets
were either stillborn or died shortly
afterbirth.
Th e animals were being stored in
.a freeur and were .awaiting [ran sport

to an approved facility fo r disposal.
The material was labelled and
wrapped in special identifying packaging, Wildeman says.
The pigs, trademarked Enviropigs, have a single modified gene
that allows them to produce phytase,
an enzyme that is present in the intestines of most mammaJs. The ge-

netic modification allows the pigs to
digest phosphorus in the plant mate-

rial they consume, which reduces the
phosphorus content in their manure

by up to 75 per cent.

"The research done to date indicates that the enzyme is the only trait
that distinguishes these transgenic

pigs from 'regular' pigs," says

Wildeman. He adds that the phytase
enzyme is deactivated when heated
for five minutes, so the very high
temperatures in the rendering process completely removed the en-

zyme.
"This research has produced the
world's
first
environmentally
friendly farm animals and will benefit the environment and humans
alike," he says.
Animal waste is a leading source
of agricultural phosphorus pollution. Phosphorus contaminates surface and groundwater and promotes
the growth of algae, reducing available oxygen to aquatic life.
''There has been a great deal of
study on these animals, and the success of the research to date has attracted international attention," says
Wildeman. "But because the research has not reached the commercial stage, the material was not yet
approved for release m to t:ht>

~nvi

ronment.''
He adds that Canada has one of
the most rigorous food- safety assurance programs in the world.
''We value the diligence that
these federal agencies put into ensuring public health and sa fety."

BY LORl BONA HUNT

HOME CLEAN HOME
• CARPETS

~ • UPHOLSTERY

- - - . . .· • AREA RUGS
• AIR DUCT CLEANING
R£SIOENllAL • COMMERCIAl

University Centre• Room 010
824-4120, Ext. 3496
mtprint@hrs.uoguelph.ca
www.hospitaUty.uoguelph.ca

836-7340

Valerie Poulton

lt'J never too lote to
become oteacher.
Earn your certification at the
University of Maine at Presque Isle.

An UMPI representirive will be at the North End of the
Univmity Courtyard on Thunday, March 14, from 1-lpm.
for more information, conlact Carol Gordon
207.768.9419
gordon@umpi.maine.edu

*

*

University of Maine at

PRESQUE ISLE
Nortlo of Onlilw-y
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FEELING THE GLOBAL
ENVIRONMENTAL SQUEEZE
"We need a new set of revolutionaries who will bring
an immediate 20-per-cent reduction in use offossil fuels"
BY GEORGE WooowELL
Editor's note: George Woodwell, founder, president and
diredorof the Woods Hole Research Center in Woods Hole,
Mass., visited campus last month to speak in the College Faculty of Environmental Design and Rural Development colloquium series. This is an excerpt from his talk on "Security
and lnserurity in a Terrified World."

T

HE INSTABILITY OF CLIMATE is but one of several
environmental trends that individually have the
capacity for disruption of civilization no less than the
threats of war and political chaos that regularly grip
the world. The fact is, the trends are under way and the

processes far advanced. Unchecked, they lead inexorably to the
biotic impoverishment of the earth, to the economic
impoverishment of all and to political chaos. As they progress,
they quickly muJtiply the difficulties of maintaining stable and

effective governments, capable of reversing the trends and
pre-serving both human welfare and the opportunity for a
working democracy.
The trends are well known: the grO\vth of the human population; biotic impoverishment; tox:ification; and climatic disruption caused by global warming.
These trends, as seriously threatening as they are, point to
one essentia1 transition that might come of this most frightening moment in human affairs. lt is the recognition that civiliution, the entire advance of the human enterprise globally over
the three million years or so of recent human evolution, has depended on the integrity of function of a human environment
best characterized as tile biosphere. I use the term inclusively to
reach to the limits oflife on Earth, from the stratosphere, which
may contain microbia1 spores- the dust of life - to the limits
of life in the depths of the Earth.
The most essentia1 feature of the biosphere is that it is a Living system maintained by life processes themselves. The reality
and importance of that observation are conspicuous now in the
accumulating globa1 failure of that system, a failure that is
changing the environment out from under all of us at the very
moment we are reaching out to meet the needs of soaring human numbers and expectations. The consequences to globa1,
nationa1 and individua1 security are no less threatening than
those of economics and war. They may, in fact, be a cause of war
as the vise of environmenta1 impoverishment closes.
The globa1 environmenta1 squeeze is the globa1 integration
of specific loca1 failures around the world. It is a clear sign that
we need to look around ourselves, our lives, our houses, our
farms and our municipalities and nations and readjust all our
activities to conform to a set of standards that, when summed to
the world as a whole, re-establishes a stable and sustainable biosphere.
It is a major task, re-establishing the dominance of natural
ecosystems in management of the Earth. But it is the only path
that can work. Preserving the Earth as a self-maintaining, regenerative Living system is the emergent, essential objective. It is
more important than war because, failing, there is nothing
worth fighting over. It is important enough to be a basis for
challenging not only human activities but also inventions, technologies and even dreams.
There is ample precedent in Jaw and in human affairs. It is
unacceptable, for example, to murder one's fellow citizens by
spreading mercury over the landscape or to make children stupid by exposing them to lead or to distribute DDT in the United
States. It is a small step to move from protecting personal security from poisons distributed by one's neighbour or by industry
for profit to protecting the security of all by managing landscapes and regions to preserve their physical, chemical and biotic integrity.
The key clements are energy and forests, and both demand
attention now. There is a clear connection to the present world
crisis as the United States moves to protect its interests in access

to Arabian oil, moves to assure its interest and even control over
oil in the Asian republics of the former Soviet Union, and attempts to increase its own domestic production despite a lack of
reserves. But the infatuation of the industria1ized world with oil
is a cause not only of climatic disruption, political instability
and bellicose bluster punctuated by occasional outbreaks of
war, but a1so of a host of serious pollution problems such as the
acidification of rain with oxides of sulphur and nitrogen that
contribute to biotic impoverishment globa1ly.
The threat to security appear.s double-edged. There is an immediate economic threat if oil is cut offand a slightJy less immediate but real (and global, environmenta1 and economic) threat
if it is not.
The problem is not only the use of oil, coal and gas for energy. Each year, deforestation globally produces about 20 per
cent as much carbon as carbon dioxide as the global combustion of fossil fuels does. Forests are so large in the world in area,
in carbon content, and in their influence on global and local energy and water budgets that we must think of them as the great
biotic flywheel that keeps the biosphere functioning as a stable
human habitat. Deforestation contributes about 1.6 billion
to ns of carbon annually to the tota1 of about eight billion to ns
released annually through human activities. To reduce that tota1 by three to four billion tons (the estimated reduction needed
to stabilize the composition of the atmosphere) will require attention to forests as well as fossil fuels, if only because forests are
the natural vegetation of such a large fraction of the land area,
about 44 per cent, and have such a large influence on energy,
water and climate regionally and globally.
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The absolute protection of the Earth's remaining primary
forests, most ofwhich lie in the tropics of Africa and in the Amawn Basin, Borneo and Siberia, is the other immediately parallel
step. A corollary is the restoration of forests to once-forested
lands as a step in restoring the functional integrity oflandscapes
such as Haiti and a thousand other impoverished and eroding
drainage basins around the world. The efforts begin at home,
b ut they ultimately sum to a biosphere that is either functional
and has a future or is progressively dysfunctional and a certain
cause of continued political instability and spreading human
misery.
Although the world will see many causes of the immediate
crisis and as many solutio ns, ecologists are not mistaken in their
recognition of a chain of dependencies between human welfare
and the fundamental resources of air, water, land and a place to
live. It is in defence of equity in access to those that we establish
governments, at least in the democracies. The world is correct at
this moment in making a major political decision to stamp out
terrorism, but there is always going to be desperate resentment
in a world where there continues to be an increasing and soaring
differentiation of rich and poor, of haves and have-nots, of equity and lack of equity in opportunity to live in safety and comfort under weU-reguJated laws. Despite the necessity for a major
globa1 effort in controlling and, if we are persistent and fortunate, eliminating tc"orism, nothing has changed the urgency of
addressing the decay of the human environment through climatic disruption and biotic impoverishment.
Our concern is now classical, that is, long-standing and consistent: climatic disruption through human-caused changes in
the composition of the atmosphere.
The basis is rooted in science that has a century and more of
research behind it. And there are, d espite persistent critics and
neo-expert critics, abundant recent data confirming the transitions and abundant new insights into the working of the global
bioclimatic system.
Time is short. The world is already at levels of heat-trapping
gases that will produce effects outside the realm of predictability
and therefore outside the realm of acceptability or reasonable
risk. The global transition of Sept. 11 only makes the issue more
urgent, not less, as some would have it.
That is the objective: a massive shift away &om fossil fuels toward locally available renewable sources of energy, and toward
the restoration of the functiona1 integrity of land and water as
essential to continued human habitation of the biosphere. Both
are essential to human security and to the independence, selfsuffi.ciency and security of individuals and nations.
The transition n eed not be immediate; it cannot be. It requires public leadership and, ultimately, governmental responsibility and support. But the opportunity to make that
transition is here. It can start with a young and vigorous scientific community. We need a new set of revolutionaries who will
bring an immediate 20-per-cent reduction in use of fossil fuels
nationally by the United States and other industrialized nations
and who will advance the restoration of the functiona1 integrity
of the biosphere as the local, national and global responsibility
ofthis generation and essential to ridding the world of terrorism
in all its forms.
AU have been left reeling and sickened by recent events and
the continued m arch of uncertain miJitary and political sequelae. Although there is an overwhelming sense that we have
experienced a major transition in the globalization of the
human endeavour, the urgency of the environmenta1 transition
has become o nly more acute. There is a major opportunity for
the scientific and political communities to advance a genuine
revolution in the human undertaking, replacing what U.S.
architect Bill McDonough calls a strategy of failure based on the
corruption and impoverishment of the human habitat with a
strategy of hope based on the biosphere's potentially infinite
capacity for renewa1 and self-repair.

I

BUILDING A BETTER JOYSTICK

' ' MY

Engineer aims to reduce repetitive strain injuries in heavy-equipment operators
BY ANDREW VOWLES
GREATEST.WISH

a~ age..seven or eight

returned to coach at the Etobicoke Swim Club, but found
herself uncertain about pursuing a full-time coaching career.

was to play m the NHL. Seated in her
still-new office in the Thornbrough
Building, Prof. Michele Oliver smiles as
she recalls that early ambition. She was one of the only girls in
her native Scarborough to play organized hockey before
trading in her skates to concentrate o n swimming, a move that
nearly earned her a berth on the 1976 Olympic team .
Years later, she has carried something o f that trail-blazing
spirit to her new position and her novel research topic as a recently appointed faculty m ember in the School of Engineering. She plans to follow up on her groundbreaking doctoral
research aimed ultimately at helping b uild a better hydraulic
actuation joystick.

After working in her husband's exercise physiology lab
for a year, Oliver followed up on a suggestion from her eventual UNB thesis adviser that she consider engineering.
"When I finished my com prehensive exams in mechanical engineering, it was like having made the Olympic team,"
she says.
Oliver came to Guelph last summer with a five-year
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council faculty
award worth about $300,000. She says she found a match between her background and U of G's biological engineering
program, which combines her dual expertise in engineering
and kinesiology along with other disciplines. She's also
found herself reaching back to her coaching days in a different context: her second-year materials science course.
"It's interesting how m uch a coaching background
comes into teaching, .. she says.
Oliver notes that technological advances usually focus on
making things that work, whereas her interest lies in ensuring that equipment is designed with the user in m ind.
"Therein Lies the reason why it's good to look at things from
a number of different perspectives."
She believes U of G will offer a supportive environment
for an intellectual risk-taker working in a largely uncharted
research field. She shares lab space with Prof. John Runcim an , whose work in clinical biomechanics complements her
research on the occupational biomechanics side, involving
studies in the workplace.
•\~eople are so open to collaborative work here," says Ol-

Oliver brings together graduate degrees in kinesiology and
mechanical engineering - both completed at the University
of New Brunswick - to study the effects of hydraulic actuation joystick controllers on those who operate the heavy mobile equipment used in everything from forestry and mining
to sawmills and constructio n.
Although repetitive stress disorders -

and the attendant

costs in dollars and lost time - have been well-documented
among keyboard users, few people have studied the problem
in joystick operators. "It literally is an unplowed field," Oliver
says.
Hard data are lacking. But anecd otes are rife about repetitive strain injuries in hands, wrists, necks and backs linked to
poorly designed joysticks. She recalls a telling case of her own,
involving two men who were operating an excavator during
construction of a neighbour's backyard pool. H turned out

~:.::th had un.d er one wrist surge'J: for carpal tunnel s~Ultimately, she hopes to help the four or five m ajor producers o f hydraulic joysticks to design better equipment. Build
a better joystick, she figures, and you'll cut down on repetitive
strain injuries, lost time and the costs of rehabilitation and
workers' compensation .
Costs - not of compensation but of equipment - had initially prompted Oliver's UNB doctoral supervisor to suggest she
investigate the field, after he had visited a forest products com pany that had just bought 10 tree-harvesting machines, each
worth about $300,000.
Using a mockup of a joystick-controlled excavator, she
found that repeated side-to-side m ovements would cause more
problems than fore and aft mo tions. (Studies have shown that
m achine operators make more than 20,000 repetitive motions
with a joystick over the course o f a 10-hour shift). Here at
Guelph, she plans to continue that wo rk and to conduct an epidemiological study involving real operators in the field.

iver, ;:1ddina that she's lnllf:'Sr.ip ang

Oliver found her way to engineering more by acddent than
design. While studying physical education and kinesiology for
her undergraduate degree at McMaster Univers ity, she had
b een considering a career as a swimming coach.
She began swimming com petitively at age nine with her
home town dub in Scarborough. Having reached the national
team as a long-distance freestyler, she was a medallist at internation al events such as the Pan-Am Games and World Student
Games, and just missed secwing a place on the Canadian squad
for the 1976 Olympics. She went to Arizona State University on
a swimming scholarship, then returned to Canada to complete
her degree in 1981. Swimm ing in ClAU competitions for
McMaster, she won gold medals for the 400-metre individual
medley two years in a row.
Oliver landed the job of head swimming coach at UNB,
where she coached both m en's and women's teams while completing a master's degree in exercise physiology part time. She

pro;~ts wr"ih

Lkpdrt

menr of Psychology faculty interested in aspects of
human/machine interaction.
Another holdover from h er UNB days is her interest in summer engineering camps for youth. At New Brunswick, she
worked in the dean's office as an outreach co-ordinator helping
to inform elementary and secondary students about science,
technology, engineering and m ath. This included involvement
with a summer camp program for six- to 14-year-olds.
Having helped in administering a survey at UNB about the
impact of the program, she plans to apply for a grant from the
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council to do a
follow-up study of several outreach programs at Canadian universities, including UNB and Guelph .
She still commutes every two to three weeks to New Brunswick, where her husband, Jim Sexsmith, is a kinesiology profes·
sor at UNB. Along with their two children - Alex, 8, and
Collin, 5 - they will move this summer to their new home in
Hespeler.

HAFA Students Benefit From Industry Leader's Insights
KPMG hospitality consultant is executive-in-residence for winter semester

K

EEP YOUR MIND and your
options open. 'Dhat's the
advice hospitality consultant Lyle
Hall had for students in the School
of Hotel and Food Administration
this m onth when he visited as the
school's executive-in- residence for
the winter semester.
Hall, who is national director o f
KPMG Canada's Hospitality, Leisure and Tourism praGt.ice based in
Toronto, encouraged HAFA students to be as open-minded, inquisitive and knowledgeable about the
industry as possible and to be prepared to consider a range ofoptions.
To those students who expressed

concern about the options open to
them given the current economic
situation, he noted that there have
been economic meltdowns before,
and that this industry, like all others,
will come out of it. "There will always be opportunities. What's important is that you prepare and
present yourself for whatever the opportunities might be."
Hall holds a bachelor of commerce from the University of CaJgary, is a certified management
consultant and is a member of the
International Society of Hospitality
Consultants. Before joining KPMG
in 1990, he was associated with an in-

ternational and national consulting tainly those, but there was also a
firm specializing in the hospitality broad range of backgrounds in other
and tourism industries. He also has sectors such as human resow ces, or·
several years of experience in the ganizational behaviour and m anfood-service industry as an owner/ agement. This gives students a much
broader sense of the industry."
operator.
HaJI adds that his experience at
During his stint as execut.ive-inresidence, Hall was impressed by HAFA uhas given me a good appreHAFA students and faculty alike. "I ciation for the quality of the people
was impressed with how keen and who are out there. And when I see
inquisitive the students were, and I the level of dedication of the faculty,
was struck by the high regard they I feel there's an obligation on those
had for their teachers. I was also im- of us in the indwtry to give somepressed with the broad experience thing back, to provide more opporbase of the faculty. I expected people tunities for students in terms of
who primarily had a hospitality co-op and career opportunities."'
background, and there were cerLaunched in 1990, the execu-
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tive-in-residence program runs each

fall and winter and is designed to
give HAFA students an opportunity
to learn from successful and prominent industry leaders. Program coordinator Geoff Smith, an advocate
of strong partnerships between academia and indwtry, says the program hdps build such partnerships
by bringing students and industry
leaders together to discuss industry
issues and opportunities.
ln the fall, HAFA will welcom e
Bill Johnson, president and COO of
McDonald's Restaurants of Canada
Limited, as the next executive-inresidence.
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PhD researcher seeks participants for family relations study

FORMER GRYPHON
WILL BE MISSED
Const. Laura E!Lis, a 1994 B.Sc.
graduate of Guelph who was an
officer with th e Toron to Metro
Police, \'/3S killed in a car crash Feb.
18 as she and her partner sped to
an emergency call. The 31-year-old
is the first female officer in the history of the force to be killed on
duty. She had just returned to
work after a year's matern ity leave.
Const. Ellis represented U of G
as a member of I.he University's
varsity field hockey team from
1989 to 1994 and was team captain
and two-ti me MVP. She has maintained constant contact with our
Gryphon family since her graduation1participating on ou r competitive alumni teams throughout the
years. She was a valued teammate
and a true friend who will be sorely
missed.
Richard Freeman
Department of Athletics

UPTALK NOT JUST A
CANUCK PHENOMENON
I enjoyed reading Prof. Hank
Da.vis's recent piece on "uptalk"
(@Guelph, Peb. 13). l, too, have
tried for yrars to alert students to it
after their oral presentations.
1agree that it's a concern largely
for female students, doubtless for
the reasons he cited. But I believe
the phenomenon much predates
Valley Girl talk and that it is quite
independent of U.S. usage. My students (mostly female) were using
the rising inflection long before
then.
Mo reover, I've found it in Australian, New Zealand and British
speech, so I think I'd argue that

"uptalk" is not, in fuct. a Canuck
"epidemic," as Prof. Davis puts it,
but much more widely distributed
in the anglo world. 1 fear that his
British host/respondent was not
sufficiently tuned into U.K. speech.
Prof. fun Shute
Centre for international Programs

THANKS FOR THE
YEARS OF SUPPORT
As I end my career as convocation
secretary in the Office ofRegistrarial Se rvices, I wish to say a special
thank you to all those on campus
who have supported this special
function of the University.
It is the dedication and support
of all people involved-:rranspor·
tation Services, faculty membersJ
technical support staff, the Student
Awards Comm ittee, groundskeeper-s, housekeepers1 Hospitality
Services staff, the chief marshal, the
convocation co·ordinator, the
Convocation Committee and the
support and professional staff
within Registrarial SerVices- that
have made it a great occasion year
after year for our graduands.
1 would also like to thank
former registrar Arnold Holmes
for this o pportunity to serve the
University in tllis capacity.

Lois Thompson
Office ofRegistrarial Services

•••

@Guelph welcomes letteT-S" to th e

editor. They should be limited to
500 words, signed by the author
and submitted electroni(;a.Uy.
@Guelph reserves the right to edit
letters fo r length. style and clarity.
Submit letters to Barbara Chance
at b.chance@exec.uoguelph.ca.

The Next Time You Go Away ...
Leave your pets, plants & home
to the bonded professionals.
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HAT DOES IT TAK E to turn a
new house into a home?
Guelph graduate student Sarah
Allen hopes to find out with the help
of some local families.
Allen, a PhD candidate in the De·
partment of Family Relations and
Applied Nutrition, is researching the
relationships among pl ace, space
and home and wants to use families
in the Guelph, Kitchener, Wate rloo
and Cambridge areas as research
subjects. The project is being supervised by Prof. Kerry Daly.
Allen is looki ng for couples who
have moved to the area in the past
t\vo years and have no prior work or
living experience in their new city.
She is interested in speaking to couples who have at least one child un-

der the age of five and who have
frequently moved within Canada.
"Home is an integral part of fam·
ily life, but it has not been well explored,
especially
the
effect
relocating has on how a couple defines and experiences home," Allen
says.
Canadian society is increasingly
mobile, with many families calling
many places "home" over a short
time, she says. ln fact, over a fiveyear period, 48 per cent of the Canadian population changes residence
at least once.
"1'his results in questions of
identity and belonging, and more
needs to be understood about the
processes involved in changing new
spaces into meaningful places."

Couples will be interviewed separately for about an hour and a half,
with t imes and places to be arranged
at the participants' convenience.
"I'm interested in what the couples have done to make themselves
feel more at home, how they form
attachments and establish an identity, and what obstacles they've encountered in that process/' Allen
says.
She will also explore whether
there are gender differences in the
ways couples negot iate and construct their new home environments.
For more information or to participate in the study, contact Allen at
Ext. 22 10 or saUen@uoguelph.ca.
BY LORI BONA HUNT

Trust Fund to Aid Burn Victim
A
is being set up to
help burn victim Jason Barrett,
the son of Prof. Stan Barrett,
Sociology and Anthropology, and
his wife, Kaye. a staff member in the
Ce ntre for Students with Disabilities.
Jason was a student at St. Francis
Xavier University in Antigonish,
Nova Scotia, when he was badly
burned in a house fire in November.
Despite severe burns to 83 per cent
of his body, he is recovering in the
burn unit of a Halifax hospital. His
parents and sister are keeping constant vigil with him.
As the family deals with the emotional aftermath of the accident, financial pressures are mounting, says
retired psychology professor Wayne
Gatehouse, a family friend. Many of
TRUST FUND

the associated costs are not covered
by insurance.
For example, Jason immediately
needs four ubody pressure" garments that are used to strengthen
grafted skin, make it more pliable1
reduce any future scarring and make
the grafts blend in with other skin,
Gatehouse says. The garments cost
about $ 1,500 each.
Jason will have to wear them 23
hours a day for the next two years,
alternating two sets around washing
and drying cycles, The garments
have a lifespan of about four to six
months, so more will eventually
need to be purchased.
To help cover some of the associated medical costs, Gatehouse and
other Guelph friends are approaching local service dubs and appealing

directly to theGitizens of Guelph and
the University community.
0 0ur immediate objective is to
raise enough funds to help purchase
the specialized garments required,"
he says. "If more funds are raised,
they will be held to support Jason's
medical needs until such time as
they are no longer required. In the
event there are funds that are not required, they will be donated to
medical projects or causes within
Guelph."
Anyone wishing to make a contribution can send a cheque made
payable to account #6208935/131 to
Dina Carter in the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology. For
more information, call her at Ext.
6526.
BY STACEY CURRY GUNN
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Community Input Sought
on Academic Advising
Etlitor's note: Tl1e following open letter to the Ut1iversity
comm1mity was submitted by Prof Maureen Maucuso,

associate vice-president (academ ic) a11d chair of tl1e
Committee to Review Academic Advising.

O

VER THE PAST DECADE, the University of Guelph
bas experienced unprecedented growth,
development and change, not only in the number of
students in the undergraduate degree programs but
also in the numbe.r and variety of academic programs
and opportunities now available. In the next few years,
the University will accept students from the "double
cohort" years, some of whom are not only younger
than previous first-year cohorts but are also the
products of a significantly revised secondary school
curriGulum. All these changes have implications for

advising.

To guide students through the academic choices
and decisions they make, the University provides extensive academic advising resources, including faculty
academic advisers and program counsellors. These advisers and counsellors participate in a multitude of student interactions, from liaison, recruiting and
admission activities; through program and cour.s:e selection information advice, support for students in academic difficulty, information on career options and
graduate school opportunities: to the final graduation
approvals process. Advisers and counsellors are also responsible for interpreting and upholding the University's undergraduate degree regulations and procedures.
In May 200 l , tl1e office of the associate vicepresident (academic) was charged by Senate to review
academic advising at U of G. This committee was
struck in October 200 l with a mandate to ensure that
Guelph ''has a coherent and structured academic advis-

ing system that is well-positio ned to meet the needs of
studen1s and to support the University in meeting its
enrolment and student retention targets over the next
five years." The committee is to report its findings to the
provost in spring 2002.
& the first phase in the consultation process, we are
inviting comment and input from all members of the
University community. ln particular, here are some
questions the committee would like your input on:
What are the strengths and weaknesses ofthe University's current undergraduate advising systems?
What changes do you anticipate in advising needs as
a resuJt of the double cohort?
What are the challenges faced in implementing effective academic advising services?
What are your recommendations regarding
academic advising administration and delivery of
service, including - but not restricted to - accountability., levels of co-ordination, direction and
supervision of acadernicadvisingaod program counselling?
What support, development and training do advisers
need?
Any insight you might share in response to these
questions and any other comments you would like to
make can be sent to me directly through e-mail
(m.mancuso@exec.uoguelph.ca) or by mail
In addition, a Web site will soon be established at
www.vpacademic.uoguelph.ca. The committee will be
reviewing the discussion page regularly to collect comm~nts posted there. We would appreciate hearing from

you by March l 5.

On behalf of the committee, I thank you for your
participation in this review.

Retired Zoologist
Donates Materials
on Sea Lamprey

E

VERYTHING you ever wanted to
know about sea lamprey - a
longtime bane of fisheries in the
Great Lakes - is now as close as the
U of G Library, thanks to a recent
donation of a personal collection of
books and papers by retired zoology
professor Bill Beamish.
The collection, equivalent to
some six to eight filing cabinets'
worth of material, includes Beamish's exhaustive bibliography of research publications on lamprey and
their hagfish relatives, as well as a
copy of every research paper published on these jawless fishes.
Although Beamish was one of a
few scientists to focus on lamprey biology, zoology professor David
Noakes, director of the Axelrod Institute of Ichthyology, say.s more
people are interested in the economic impact of these creatures.
"Many people in North America
study lampreys because they're a
practical concern and because
there's money available."
Noakes says the problem of sea
lampreys in the Great Lakes is a textbook case of what can go wrong
when exotic species find their way
into new habitat. Canada and the

United States now spend millions of
dollar.s: each year to control sea lamprey, which might otherwise decimate the multi-billion-dollar sport
fishery in the Great Lakes.
Beamish is now teaching on contract in Thailand after decades spent
studying and teaching at Guelph.
His collection includes every paper about the biology of lampreys
and hagfishes, as well as their environmental impact and control.
"Lampreys are also of interest because they're very primitive animals," says Noakes, who has studied
the effect of barrier dams on lamprey migration in freshwater
streams. "They're close to the ancestors of animals that gave rise to vertebrates."
A former member of the Senate
Library Committee, Noakes has
arranged for the donation of
Beamish's collection through chief
librarian Michael Ridley. The library
already has related personal research
collections, including material from
professor Babu Ali of the University
of Montreal and retired Guelph
zoology professor Eugene Balon.
BY ANDREW VOWLES

Future Looks Green for OAC Diploma Graduate

A

2001 GRADUATE of OAC's
diploma
program
in
horticulture has won the Canadian
Golf Superintendents Association
(CGSA)/1foro Future Superintendent Award.
Darryl James will officially pick
up the award at- the CGSA conference in Quebec City in Marc;h, but

it's already taken him on an all·
expenses paid trip overseas to the
oldest, and most famous, golf course
of all. He spent 10 weeks in Scotland
before Christmas, working at the
historical St. Andrews golf course
and taking turf-related classes.
"St. Andrews is the best links golf
cour-se in the world," he says. "It was

a phenomenal experience. It's a
dream come true."
The award also resulted in a recent four-day trip to Minneapolis to
tour the Toro Company headquarters and manufacturing plant.
James has received other accolades that indicate he has a bright future in the industry, including a
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CGSA scholarship while a student at
U ofG. He graduated top of his class,
winning the K.W. Caldwell Graduation Award and the Western Ontario
Greenskeepers' Association Prize.
Fresh from his travels, James has
accepted a position as assistant superintendent at the Lake Joseph golf
course in the Muskokas.

OAC's horticulture diploma is
"the course to take" if you want to
get into the industry, he says.
"Golf is growing every year with
all the baby boomers retiring. It's important to be knowledgeable about
all the issues, from the benefits of the
golf course to environmental concerns."

Who Knows What Lurks ...
Computing scientist explores differences between people who publicly participate in electronic communities and those who prefer just to look on

H

EAR Prof. Blair Nonnecke, Computing
and Information Science, mention his
studies of "online lurkers" and you might
imagine something nefarious - shady types
trying lo hack their way into top-secret
compuler systems, for instance, or someone
planning to wreak havoc through the next
computer virus. The U of G professor's
research turns out to involve matters that are

not quite so sinister but are no less intriguing.

Nonnecke, who arrived at Guelph last year
after more than a decade as a sofuvare consultanl and a researcher, studies participation in
virtual communities such as Web-based discussion lists, chat rooms or buUetin board systems. Specifically, he's interested in the
differences benveen people who publicly take
part in these electronic communities and the
"lurkers," the overwhelming majority of members who apparently prefer listening in to
speaking up.
Although his work is largely curiositydriven, Nonnecke says that as online communities proliferate, it's becoming more important to understand the workings of these
communities. Besides helping these forums
work more effectively, he says the sociological
and psychological aspects of his work might
even help us understand more about how real
flesh-and-blood groups work and communicate.
Thousands of discussion lists, chat rooms
and bulletin board systems are maintained on
such Internet servers as Yahoo - with some
servers logging millions of messages a day.
They play an important role in bringing
people together, including far-flung people
who might not otherwise get together except
for their shared interest in a particular topic,
Nonnecke says.
Name practically any topic you can think of
and you' re likely to find an online group.
That's particularly true for health and medical
topics. He says people often turn to these online groups to supplement information and
advice from their doctors and other medical
pro- fessionals.
"If there's a health problem, there will be at
least one or t\'v'O communities," he says.

Some 90 per cent of the members of online communities are " lurkers," people who rarely
participate in discussions, says Prof. Blair Nonnecke.
PHOTO BY DEAN PALMER/ THE SCENARIO

Yet only about one in 10 members of an o nline community actively participates by posting messages to discussion groups or other
online forums, says Nonnecke. The other 90
per cent - called lurkers in electronic community parlance - belong to the forum and
probably read the postings, but rarely join the
discussion with messages of their own.
For his PhD thesis, Nonnecke compared
lurking in 77 health-related online communities and some 2 1 software self-help communities . ....1 was interested in understanding the
relationship between the levels of lurking and
the type of community."
His interest in the topic grew out of his
work as a researcher at the University of Maryland. There he worked with computer science
professor Jennifer Preece, whose studies of
human-computer interaction included empathy among members of online health-care
communities. " It just blew me away, the differences in these communities," he says.

The main distinction was that, on average,
about half of the users in the health communities took part in the d iscussions, compared
with the more standard 10 to 20 per cent
among the sofuvare group. Some of the health
communities even saw full participation
among members.
Nonnecke speculates that the difference
might reflect more empathy - and perhaps a
greater sense of urgency - among members of
health communities.
"The health people are th ere not to gain information about software but to get information about their lives. The imperative to get
information might be higher."
He turned into a lurker himself while monitoring the discussions and looking for p atterns
in some 147,000 e-mail messages collected
over a three-month period. From th at surveillance and from interviews \vith some community members, he discovered many reasons for
maintaining online silence.

"Lurkers are idiosyncratic," he says.
Nonnecke offers several possible reasons
for lurking onlin e. Some people may believe
their active involvement might jeopard ize their
security o r they may merely be shy. Others may
laGk the time for active commitment. Som e
people who lurk in one community might be
aGtive participants in another.
Or maybe some people are hanging back
u ntil they learn the values and protocols that
govern parLicipation in these communities.
Despite being separated in time and space,
members of an online community often abide
by the same kinds of social protocols that guide
flesh-and-blood gatherings of people, he says.
That's also partly why lurking is a bad word
among some online users. Imagine asking a
question during a meeting in a coUeague's office or in the boardroom and being met \vith
nothing but silence. Members of an online
community m ight wish to remain silent and
anonymous, but that silence may be taken as a
rebuff or an insult.
Nonnecke adds that online commu nities
might find useful information in his study or more generally in h is work on lurking about ways to make their group more inclusive
or to encourage more public participation.
Among the ideas: encouraging members to
share their stories or writing a code ofcondu ct.
Nonnecke earned his undergraduate and
master's degrees at Guelph and his PhD at
South Bank University in London, England.
Just before joining the faculty of U ofG, h e was
d irector of usability at Maptuit, a Toronto
company that provi.des online map and
location-based services. Prior to that, he was a
research assistant at the University of Marylan d Baltim ore County and a partner with
Convivia Imeractive Design in Guelph. His
work with Convivia included help ing to design
U of G's Open Leaming Web site.
Hfa current work on campus includes a collaborative project with Prof. Lana Mae Trick,
Psychology, to study the effects of aging on
driving. They have applied for funding from
the Canada Foundation for Innovation to b uy
equipment for this project.
BY ANDREW VOWLES
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-·LASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE
Gianini six-string acoustic guitar,
pine and walnut construction;
excellent condition; Rayner fivestring banjo with solid-side case,
laminate neck and mahogany reso-

nator, good condition; 300 LPs from
1970 to 1990, rock, soft. rock, jazz

and blues; Dual CS-5 15 turntable
with new cartridge, 846-9458.
Large washer and gas dryer, white,
Ext. 4736.
Firewood, Pete, 821-9106.
College Royal Ball tickets, send
e-mail to svenneri@uoguelph.ca or

randyskittles@uoguelph.ca.

Four-bedroom family home on
half-acre landscaped lot, 821- 1493.
Sofa and loveseat, green flowers;
rosewood coffee, sofa and two end
tables; two matching green lamps,
763- 1759 evenings.
1996 Formula Trans Am, red, perfect condition, 75,000 kilometres,
Ext. 4736.

FOR RENT
Two-bedroom house in St. George's

yard, available May l , $1,050 a
month, Ext. 3536 or 837-0175.
Three-bedroom house, furnished Or
unfurnished, I Iii baths, washer/
dryer, non-smokers, available May
I , S l,300 a month inclusive, Lillian,
836-8961 or trosenda@uoguelph.ca.
Furnished two-bedroom townhouse
in family housing complex on College Avenue to sublet from April or
May to August, rent to be negotiated, 767-0634 or jcockcro@
uoguelph.ca.
One-bedroom apartments for students, available March l, $700 to
$738 a month inclusive, pets welcome, Ext. 6884.
Five-bedroom house near Stone
Road Mall, IO-minute walk to campus, on bus route, new washer, dryer
and dishwasher, available May I,
$2,000 a month plus utilities, 8279221.
Two-bedroom, two-storey semidetached house in Fergus, available
April 1, non-smokers, no pets, $980
a month inclusive, 843-6536.
Furnished three-bedroom townhouse on College Avenue for quiet
students or family, finished base-

Park area, den, patio, small yard,
available late May or June l , $950 a
month plus utilities, send e-mail to
l.hunt@eXec:Uogl.!elP,h.c:tt.

Two bedrooms in house,
route, laundry, dishwasher, no pets,
available April I, 821-835 1.
llhree-bedroom house, five minutes
to downtown, 25-minute walk to
campus, laundry, appliances, large

ment, air, pool, available May to September 2002, $1,200 a month plus
utilities, pets welcome, 763-5115 or
ruthie007@hotmail.com.

on 't let another
minute go by
without enjoying
each day...
let us help you
see your world
more clearly.

WANTED
Four-bedroom accommodation for
four female students from May 2002
to May 2003 or September 2002 to
May 2003, close to campus, references available, Natalie, 829-3637 or
nfisk@uoguelph.ca.

LOST

Canvision Optical
666 Woolwich Street
Guelph, ON NIH 7GS

766-7676

Wool hat, red and pink, lost Feb. J
between the UC and Thornbrough
Building, Cynthia, Ext. 4365 or
ccheesem@uoguelph.ca.

AVAILABLE
Care for your dog in my home while
you travel, Cobi, 836-8086 or send
e-mail to cdemmers@uoguelph.ca.
Personal, Group a nd Business Travel
Air, Car. Hotel. Train. Cruise & Insurance
24 Hour Worldwide Emergency Help
Disney College of Knowledge Speclallsts
H olland Travel Professionals
Vacation Installment Plan

Classifieds is a free service available
to staff, faculty, students, alumni
and retirees of the University. Submit items to Linda Graham on Level
4 of the University Centre, fax to
824-7962 or send e-mail to
l.graham@exec.uoguelph.ca.
For
commercial advertising, contact
Brian Downey at Ext. 6665 or
b.downey@exec.uoguelph.ca.

U\11.\lDBE®
Golding Travel Ltd.
South City Centre

304 STONE ROAD WEST - GUELPH

(519) 836-4940
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• Chicken 'n Dumplings
• Com and Bean Chowder
• Vegetarian Chili
• Spinach Stuffed Turkey & Herb Meatloaf

2002 COMPETITION
CIDA AWARDS
FOR CANADIANS
Appl i cation Deadline: April 15

Jrftc"- .•.

HOT TAKE·OUT SUPPERS

Damascus Emporium (519) 848-3932

"JI- fOOlf .... ,.,...._."

GUELPH POULTRY MARKET
Kortright just off the Hanlon~
Kortright Plaza
j j _r

Mon.·Wod.
TIMn..fri.
Sat

Siil.

E

Closed

763-2284

"
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Website: http://www.cbie.ca/canstu.html
The objective of the CIDA Awards Program is ro supporr individual conrributioos ofCanadi:rns ro inrcrnational development. Eligible applicants arc master's students :lnd profcssiomlis who wish to conducr
action research o r a service projecr in partnership with an organizatio n in a developing councry.
Approximately 60 awards will be allocated this year, through a competitive process involving re\iiew-and
sclecrio n by an indllpendcnt committee composed of :lcademics and professio nal expcrt.s.
T he program encourages initiative and leadership qoalitics as applicants arc required tO establish
co nf.act with an organization in a developing country, prepare ::i project proposal relevant to t he host country's priorities :lnd, if selected, coordinate all logistical and financial arrangements. The award of u p to
S 10,000 dcfr:.\ys direct costs of their project, including travel and subsisrcnce in t he fidd.
The progrnm is offered by the Canadian Internatio nal Devdopmcnt Agency (CIDA) .ind administered
by the Canadian Bureau for Internatio nal Education (CBIE). For more informatio n abouc the criteria
and application procedures, please visit! C BIE's website or conr-act us by telephone at (613) 237-48201
ext 234 or e-mail smclanson @<;bic.C3.

Application forms are r111ai/able o,, t/Jc foteniet. Prin ted or detN'onic version will be provided upo"
request.

•••

Canadian International
Development Agency
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Top Ten - Guelph Real Estate
1992- 2001
-complimentary compute r
a n a l ysis of your hon1e's value
-complimentary list of homes
c urre n tly on the market

l et Bill's Guelph Area Real Estate
E.<cperience Work For You!

Bill Green - Associate Broker

Royal City Realty Limited

824
9950
ext 203
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ARBORETUM
"Pond and Woodland Gardening'' is
the focus of a workshop led by horticulturist Henry Kock March 2 1 from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost is $32. Registration and payment are due March 7.
Na turafot Erin Hawkins will lead a
workshop on stone wrapping March
21 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Cost is $43.
Registration and payment are due
Ma rch 7. Hawkins will also lead a
workshop on "Window Webs"
March 28 from 6 to 9:30 p.m. Cost is
$43. Register by March 14.
Natu ralist Chris Earley v.rill lead a
workshop on ducks March 13 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. and April 6 from 8
a.m. to 11 a. m. Cost is $65. Registration and payme nt are required by
March 6.

ART CENTRE
Continuing until March 17 at the
Macdonald Stewart Art Centre is the
show "The John and Gisela Sommer
Collection - 40 Years of Collecting
at Gallery House Sol." The Sommers
give a gallery talk March 12 at noon.

CONCERTS
The Thursday noon-hour concerts
continue Feb. 28 with the Recorder
Ensemble, March 7 with the U of G
Early Music Ensemble and March 14
with pianist Robert Bruce. Concerts
are in Mac Kinnon 107.

LECTURES
Th e Colonel K. L. Campbell Centre
fo r the Study of Animal Welfare will
host the Basil Capes Memorial Lecture March 4. Bo Algers of the
Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences will discuss "Welfare and
Efficiency: Can They Be Put
Together in Piglet Production: A
Swedish Example" at 7.30 p.m. in
ovc 1714.
Third Age Learning's lecture series
fo r retired people continues March 6
with Diane Pawlowski and Lisa
Hardess discussing "A Canadian
Graduate Student's Fieldwork and
Local Contact in Rural Chinan at 10
a.m. and Prof. Nonita Yap, Rural
Planning and Development, on
4
' lndustrial Waste in Rural Contexts:
Challenges for Policy and Pract ice"
at 1:30 p.m. O n March 7, "Natural
History of Community" is the topic
of Arboretum naturalist Chris Earley
at IO a. m. Topics for March 13 are
"Taiwan: Unification of China" with
B.N. Chan at 10 a.m . and "Ecosystems Health: A Practical Approach

The Department of Microbiology
graduate student seminar series
presents Chris Vandenende discussing "Deciphering the Functional
Roles of PvcABC in the Synthesis of
Pyoverdine, a Sideropho re of Pseudomonas aemginosa PAOI " March 1
at noon in Food Science 128.

fo r Real Solutions in Rura] Development" with Prof. David Rapport,
Rural Planning and Developme nt, at
1:30 p.m. On March 14, "Arts in the
Communit)I' is the focus at 10 a.m.
Lectures are at the Arbore tu m.
"Darwin's Unpaid Debt: Why Natural Selection Cannot Design Anything" is the focu s of William Dembski o f Baylor University March 6 at 7
p.m. in OVC 1714. The public lecture is sponsored by th e Can adian
Sc ientific and Christian Affiliation.

The Department of Pathobiology
presents Paul Kitching of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency outlining "Developments in FMD Diagnosis and Control" March 1 and Henry
Hunt of the Avian Disease and
Oncology Laboratory in Michigan
on "Development of Chicken
Genetic Resources and Some of
Their Applications for Studying Disease Resistance" March 8. Seminars
are at 2 p.m. in Pathobiology 2106.

NOTICES
A gradu ate student wo rking with
Prof. Alison Duncan in the Departme nt of Human Biology and Nutritional Sc iences is looking for healthy
men aged 20 to 40 fo r a nutrition
study to examine the effects of soy
consumption o n hormone levels.
Financial compensation will be provided. For more details, contact Ext.
808 I or bdilling@uoguelph.ca.

"Olfactory
Communication
in
White-Tailed Deer: It ls More Than
Just Talk" is the topic of Karl Miller
of the University of Georgia in the
Department of Zoology seminar
March I. On March 8, Bob Clarke of
the Canadian Wildlife Service discusses "Selective Forces and Recruitment of Birds: From Eggs and Landscapes." Seminar are at 3:30 p.m. in
Axelrod 265A.

Alumni Affairs and Development is
lookin g for stu dent alumni ambassadors to help plan and co-ordinate
a1urnni events and activities this
summer. A full job description and
applications are available at Alumni
House on Arboretum Road. Application deadline is March 18.

The Deparunent of Plant Agriculture is launching a seminar series
titled "Frontiers in Plant Biology''
March 4 with David Jackson of Cold
Spring Harbor Laboratory in New
York discussing "Two Ways of Talking: Receptors and Channels for
lntercellular Signalling in Plants" at
4 p.m. in MacKinnon 031. On
March 11 , }ian-Kang Zhu of the
University of Arizona considers
"Cell Signalling in Arabidopsis
Under Salt, Drought and Cold
Stress" at 4 p.m. in MacK.innon 031 .

A presentation on the International
Space University will be held March
6 at 10:30 a.m. in Maclachlan 101.
To attend1 RSVP by March 4 to
Theresa Rondeau Vuk at Ext. 2909.
The Veterinary Teaching Hospital
invites U of G pet owners to attend a
Community Wellness Clin ic on Friday afternoons and Saturday morn ings. For more information or to
book an appointment, call Ext. 4198
or 823-8830.

READING
The School of Languages and Literatures presents Quebecois author
Fram;ois Gravel, winner of the Mr.
Christie Prize for Children's Literature in 1990 and the Governor General's Award in 199 1, reading from a
selection of h is work March 4 at 7
p.m. in the University Club. The
readings will be in French.

SEMINARS
Next up in the Department of
Microbiology seminar series is
Dennis Bazylinski of Iowa State University considering "From the O rigin of Life to Mars: The Magnetotactic Bacteria Story" Feb. 28 at 2 p.m.
inOVC 1714.

Three candidates for a chair in CBS
will give seminars next month.
Arend Bonen, chair ofk.i.n esiology at
the University of Waterloo, will
speak March 4 at 2 p.m. in OVC
1713. His topic is "Protein-Mediated
Fatty Acid Uptake: Novel Mechanisms and Implications for
Diabetes." On March 5, Anthony
Farrel1, a professor of animal physiology and environmental toxicology
at Sjmon Fraser University, will
speak on "Fish Cardiorespiratory
Physiology: Mechanisms and Applications to the Environment" at 2
p.m. in OVC 1715. On March 6,
Steven Rothstein, most recently a
research director at Pioneer Hi-Bred
in the United States, will give a presentation on "The Use of Genomic.s
for Crop Improvement: The
Promise and the Realit)I' at 2 p.m. in
Axelrod 337.

Next up in the Axelrod Institute of
Ichthyology's seminar series is Nick
Mandrak of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada discuss ing "Ghosts of Fish
Introductions Past" March 5. On
March 12, Prof. Meg Thorburn,
Population Medicine, considers
"Fish Vet Meets Montgomery
Burns." Seminars begin at 12:30
p.m. in Axelrod 168.
The Department of Physics presents
talks by Robert Myers of the University of Waterloo March 5 and Richard Holt of the University of Western Ontario March 12. They begin at
4 p.m. in MacNaughton 11 3.
The Department of Consumer Studies' 5:30 Club hosts industry expert
David Lithwick discussing "Competitive Intelligence'' March 13 at 5
p.m. at the Whippletree. For more
informatio n, contact Liz O'Neil at
Ext. 2572 or eoneil@uoguelph.ca.
The biochemistry seminar series
continues March 14 with graduate
student Jumana Khambati explo ring
"Characterization and Functional
Analysis o f Human Cytochrome
P450 I A2 Variants Expressed in E.
coli" at noon in MacNaughton 222.

TEACHING SUPPORT
Teaching Support Services offers
hands-on training in learning technologies for instructors, TAs and
instructional support staff. Coming
up are sessions on "Effective Courseware Design and Delivery" March 5,
"WebCT Advanced Series: Session 11
- Quizzes" March 6, "Multimedia
for Teaching" March 8, "Teaching
With PowerPoint: The Basics"
March 11 , "HTML I: Creating Basic
Web Pages" March 13 and "P roducing Quality Video for Teaching"
March 19. Full descriptions can be
found
at
www.tss.uoguelph .ca.
Online registration is required.

THEATRE
U of G's drama program presents
11ie Dog Beneath the Skin by W.H.
Auden and Christopher Isherwood
March 11 to 16 at the Inner Stage.
Performances are at 8 p.m. Monday
to Thursday and 7 p.m. Saturday.
Tickets are $6 and $8 and are available at the UC box office, Ext. 4368
or at the door.

THESIS DEFENCES
The final examination of PhD candidate Kenneth Payie, Food Science, is
March 1 at 1:30 p.m. in Food Science
241. The thesis is "Purification and
Characterization of a Novel Plant
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The final examination of MaryKathryn Calp, an M.Sc. candidate in
the Department of Zoology, is
March 7 at 8:30 a.m. in Axelrod
265A. The thesis is "Regulation of
Steroidogenesis in the Goldfish
Ovary by Activin and Transforming
Growth Facto r-Beta." The adviser is
Prof. Glen Van Der Kraal<.
The fina] examination of PhD candidate Jennifer Sumner, Rural
Extension Studies, is March 8 at 1:30
p.m. in OVC 171 3. The thesis is
"Sustainability and Rural Communities in the Age of Globalization:
Can We Learn Our Way Out?" The
adviser is Prof. Al Lauzon.

WORKSHOPS
Computing and Communications
Services is offering workshops for
faculty and staff this winter through
Human Resources. Up next are
"Getting Around Access" March 5,
"Corporate Time Basics" March 6
and "Getting Around Exce]" March
7. For more details, vist the Web site
www.uoguelph.ca/cc.s.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
The Canadian Cancer Society holds
its annual Jail-N-Bail fundrai ser
March I at Stone Road Mall. This
year's jailbirds will include U of G
participants Isobel Lander of the
Centre for International Programs,
Ontarian editor Chris Lutz and student Sean O'Meara.
The Wellington Society for the
Countryside presents a panel of four
volunteers explaining how they fit
into the Community Forest Initiative March 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Gencor Meeting Room on Hwy. 6
just north of Guelph.
The Guelph Chamber Orchestra
presents "Ludwig and Felix" March
3 at 3 p.m. at Church of Our Lady.
The program of works by Beethoven
and Mendelssohn features violinist
David Gillham. 1lickets are available
at the door or by calling 763-3000.
'Fhe Guelph Off-Road Bicycling
Association will hold its annual general meeting March 4 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Evergreen Seniors Centre. The
association will also stage its annual
display at Stone Road Mall March 8
and 9. For more information, call
821-8013 or visit the Web site www.
gorba.ca.
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