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3 POSTERS explore students' 
feelings about having a 
learning disability. 

4 U OF G tomato seeds blast 
o ff into space. 

4 ILLEGAL pet trade imperils 
wood turtle. 

5 Fooo scientist offers students 
real-world problems to solve. 

7 THINGS are shaping up for 
U of G fitness instructo r. 

As the holidays ap-
proach and the 

year 2000 draws to a 
close, I would like to 
thank all U of G faculty, 
staff and students for 
your important contri-
butions to our campus 
community. 

Our excellent teaching, 
our innovative research 
and our many outreach 
activities continue to 
make a vital contribu-
tion to our society. 

It's important work, 
and I offer my personal 
thanks to each of you -
on all our campuses and 
at each of our research 
stations- for your on-
going support of the Uni-
versity. Your goodwill 
and dedication make 
U of Ga caring commu-
nity in which to work 
and learn. 

My family and I wish 
you happiness, good 
health and the joy of 
fam ily and friends dur-
ing this holiday season 
and throughout the com-
ing year. 

Happy holidays, 
Mordechai Rozanski 

Students in _Lambton Hall di.splay some of the laundry baskets full of 
food, toys, gifts and necess1t1es that will be distributed by the Salvation 
Army to local families In need. PHOTO BV MARTIN SCHWALBE 

The Spirit of Giving 
U of G students support local, national charities 
during holiday season and all year round 

'TIS THE SEASON to be giving, 
and U of G students have a 

strong tradition of doing their bit to 
help out those in need at this time of 
year. 

For the past few years, for exam-
ple, residence life staff have been 
co-ordinating a holiday basket pro-
gram fo r local families in need in 
conjunction with the Salvation 
Army. Fifty laundry baskets pur-
chased by lnterhall Council are dis-
tributed in residences across 
campus, each designated fo r a spe-
cific family. Students decorate them 
and fill them up with food, toys, gifts 
and necessities appropriate for the 
intended recipients. 

Laura Pasquini, one of the pro-
gram's co-ordinators, says it's been 
so successful this year that students 
have been clamouring for more bas-
kets. "It's a great program - I'm 
proud to be involved," she says. ''It 
provides students with a great op-
portunity to get involved in the local 
community and give back to it." 

In 1998, the Central Student As-
sociation {CSA) launched an annual 
meal exchange program that has 
since raised more than $30,000 fo r 
communiry food o rganizations, in-

duding the Guelph Food Bank. Or-
ganized this year by students Diane 
Abreau and Wendy Perry, the pro-
gram asks students living in resi-
dence to donate between $7 and $10 
from their meal plans and solicits 
cash from students living off cam-
pus. This year, the donations tallied 
more than $ 13,200. 

The CSA carries out the program 
in co-operation with Hospitality 
Services, which orders the food and 
supplies to be distributed through-
out the city, and with support from 
lnterhall Council, which promotes 
the program throughout campus 
residences. 

The Guelph Food Bank also 
benefited this year from a movie 
night sponsored by the Chemistry 
and Biochemistry Club, which col-
lected 150 cans of food for the char-
ity. 

Although the giving spirit is al-
ways most visible around holiday 
time, U of G students are no 
Scrooges when it comes to raising 
funds all year round. This faU, for ex-
ample, residence life sta ff raised a 
record-breaking $6,600 through 
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New High-Tech 
Learning Centre 
OpensatOVC 
Collaboration will allow three vet colleges to draw on 

-
each other's strengths, resources, facul ty expertise 

WITH THE H~LP of dignitaries 
present m person and 

online, the future of veterinary 
education was unveiled Nov. 21 at 
the official opening of OVC's 
Leaming Commons. 

The Learning Commons trans-
forms a significant portion of the 
OVC Library into a state-of-the-art 
digital learning and research centre 
with high-speed digital links with 
veterinary coUeges in P.E. l. and Que-
bec. 

At the opening, VIPs from those 
two colleges appeared in real time on 
giant monitors, joining other guests 
on site, including Ontario Finance 
Minister Ernie Eves; David Trick, 
asistant depucy minisler with the 
Ministry of Training, Colleges and 
Universities (MTCU); and Michael 
Gourley, chair of the board of di-
rectors of the Ontario lnnovation 
Trust. 

"This is a wonderful day fo r fac-
ulty, staff and students at the col-
lege," said OVC dean Alan Meek. 
"The Learning Commons is a major 
leap forward in our learning and re-
search capabilities and will provide 
key support fo r the new DVM 2000 
curriculum. ll will enable collabora-
tive and self-learning initiatives 
across the full range o f veterinary 
medical disciplines. The collabora-
tion among three veterinary colleges 
will allow us to draw on each other's 
strengths, resources and specific ar-
eas of fuculry expertise to improve 
learnin g and research." 

The Leaming Commons will fa-
cilitate colJaboration , research and 
independent learnin g. Made poss ible 
through the support of MTCU, the 
Industry Canada agency CANARlE 
lnc. and industry partner Lifelearn 
lnc., it features a central area with 
high-speed multimedia computers, 
network video servers and special 
Internet links, giving faculty and stu-
dents access to interactive educa-
tional reso urces as well as online 
video conferencing. There are also 
group learning rooms with audiovis-
ual and computer equipment to aid 
in learning. 

For example, rather than having 
every student in a histology class (the 
study of microscopic structures of 
tissues) use a separate set of slides 
under a microscope, slides will be 

digitized and put on the Web, allow-
ing students access to ideQtical im-
ages whenever they want them. 
During the ceremony, Meek also 
noted thal the ability to transmit 
diagnostic-quality images could 
form the bas is of a telemedicine pro-
gram. 

President Mordechai Roi.a nski 
congratulated all parties involved oa 
campus and at the vet colleges in 
P.E.I . and Quebec fo r "their vision 
and collaborative spirit in making 
this learning, teaching and research 
facility a reality. The Leaming Com-
mons is another example of how 
OVC is rcvita\Wng itseU fot the 2\st 
century. lt also reaffirms the com-
mitment of OVC and the University 
of Guelph to working in concert with 
our partners to enhance human and 
animal health and to educate and 
train graduates who can make a dif-
fe rence in critical areas of care and 
inquiry, including animal health 
care. biomedical research, the envi-
ronment, food quality and safety. 

"I wouJd like to thank the Ontario 
Ministry of Training, Colleges and 
Un iversities fo r providing a special 
grant that has enabled the college to 
renew key learning infrastructure 
such as the Learning Commons, as 
well as launching a new high-quality, 
innovative curriculum this year, ele-
ments that will greatly assist us with 
these plans." 

Eves, who joined a tour of OVC 
prior to the event, described it as the 
premier veterinary college in North 
America and applauded the Learning 
Commons project. 

"The meshing together with other 
institutions as well as public and pri-
vate partners is great fo r Ontario," he 
said, "and it is heartening to see our 
tax dollars at work here, perfo rming 
good work indeed." 

Also speaking at the opening was 
first-year DVM student Sarah Slater, 
whose father graduated from the col-
lege in 1977. 

l he library my fa ther knew was a 
place that housed books," she said. 
"Today's students can' t rely solely on 
books, but also need electronic learn-
ing tools, group learning resources 
and onJine journal articles. This new 
Learning Commons, as the name im-
plies, is a place that encourages group 
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Radio Best Source of 
Weather Information 
Main home page on U of G Web site will also contain up-to-date information 

WHEN A WINTER STORM hits 
and you need to know if the 

University is open before setting off 
for work, your best source of 
information is the radio, says Nancy 
Sullivan, vice-president (finance 
and administration). Radio stations 
in Guelph, Kitchener-Waterloo and 
Toronto are immediately notified if 
the president decides to dose U of G 
because of bad weather or an 
emergency, she says. 

In addition, area TV stations are 
notified of any closure, says 
Sullivan, and U of G's main home 
page on the Web will contain up-
to-date information on the weather 
situation and \vill be updated regu-
larly as required. The campus 
switchboard will also have a re-
corded message about the closure, 
but if you try calling in, you'll 
probably find the line jarruned with 
other people trying to get through. 

The president or a designate de-
cides whether to close the University 
or restrict activities on the basis of a 
combination of factors, such as the 

amount of snow, the forecast and 
road conditions. The decision is 
made on the advice of the executive 
director of Facilities and Hospitality 
Services, who may consult with 
other institutions in the area, local 
police and transportation services 
and area weather information serv-
ices. 

If the president decides to close 
the University, the executive direc-
tor of Facilities and Hospitality 
Services advises Security Services 
and the director of Communica-
tions and Public Affairs, who will 
initiate the closing procedures. 

If the closure is outside regular 
business hours, action will be taken 
before 7 a.m. to contact radio and 
television media, post information 
on the Web and inform Telecom-
munications Services to change the 
switchboard greeting. 

If the closure occurs during 
regular business hours, additional 
steps will be taken to notify key cam-
pus units by telephone and all de-
partments by fax broadcast. 

Messages will also be posted on li-
brary terminals and main entrances 
to University buildings, advising stu-
dents and staff to monitor local radio 
and TV stations. 

llhe director of Communications 
and Public Affairs will also check the 
University's Web calendar and in-
form organizers of any events or large 
gatherings planned for that day or 
evening. 

With the exception of essential 
services, a campus closing is firm and 
not left to the discretion of individu-
als or departments unless special ar-
rangements are made with the 
president and Security Services. Es-
sential services are Student Housing 
Services, Facilities and Hospitality 
Services, Telecommunications Serv-
ices/switchboard, Computing and 
Communications Services, Security 
Services, Student Health Services, 
Child-Care Services, Research Sta-
tion Operations, Animal-Care Serv-
ices, the Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital and on-campus animal 
units. 

Popular CBS Web Site Earns 
Kudos From U.S. Society 
Resource for zoology students sparks interest around the world 

0 NE OF u OF G's most popular 
Internet Web sites, designed 

as a resource for zoology students1 

has earned kudos as an educational 
tool from the American Society for 
Cell Biology (ASCB). 

In its September newsletter, the 
society highlighted the "Cell and De-
velopmental Biology Online" site, 
maintained by Prof. Steve Scadding 
and laboratory instructor Sandra 
Ackerley, as "an excellent starting 
point" for resource material for em-
bryology. In particular, the newslet-
ter praised the site for its 
comprehensive information, clearly 
presented graphics depicting cross-
sections of various embryos and quiz 
section. 

Scadding and Ackerley began de-
veloping the site in 1996, when they 
put some images of a sectioned frog 
tadpole on the Web to help students 
in their second-year developmental 
biology course. Since then, with the 
help of Ian Smith of the CBS Bio-
image facility, OVC student Hans 

Christoffersen, Gavin Park, who now 
works for Teaching Support Services 
(TSS), and a number of student em-
ployees, the site has evolved semester 
after semester. It now offers material 
for three courses and includes about 
3,300 files of text and images. 

1' It's one of those things that 
grows and grows," says Scadding. "I 
am quite complimented that the 
ASCB thought our site was worthy of 
a mention in its newsletter." 

As the ASCB notes, the site is gen-
erating interest far beyond the U of G 
campus. Scadding says it delivers 
more than 100>000 ht.ml page down-
loads a month in response to re-
quests from around the world, and 
Web sites at other universities have 
links to it. 

Located at www.uoguelph.ca/zo-
ology/devobio/index.ht.m, it is the 
most popular academic site on U of 
G's main campus server, according 
to U of G Web manager Stuart 
Robertson. 

Scadding believes the Web will 

become an increasingly important 
educational tool in the future, espe-
cially once technical issues sur-
rounding the speed of electronic 
transmission are ironed out to allow 
the routine use of video and more 
interactive learning modules. "The 
potential is enormous," he says. 

TSS is working to make it easier 
for professors to capitalize on that 
potential and take learning online, 
as Scadding and Ackerley have done. 
'FSS provides initial technical and 
instructional design support, in-
cluding a sofuvare package called 
WebCT that greatly simplifies the 
development process. 

Once course sites are in place, 
TSS continues to help instructors 
with course maintenance and reso-
lution of any design or technical is-
sues that arise. 

There are currently 110 WebCT 
course sites that serve 14,000 stu-
dents across all disciplines at U ofG. 
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WORKING GROUP 
TO ADVISE PROVOST 
ON RECRUITMENT 
AND RETENTION 
With competition for fac-
ulty and staff expected to 
intensify across North 
America over the next dec-
ade because of enrohnent 
growth and a wave of retire-
ments, provost Alastair 
Summerlee has asked 
Nancy Robinson1 under-
graduate curriculum co-
ordinator in the O ffice of 
the Vice-President (Aca-

demic), to chair a working group to 
advise the provost on appropriate 
campus recruitment and retention 
strategies. The aativities of the 
working group will include a 
review of the p1ocess the University 
uses for recruitment, approaches to 
effective marking and promotion 
o f U of G for recruitment of out-
standing faculty and options for 
targeted recruitment. 

AG EC AND BUSINESS 
RATED TOPS IN CANADA 
The Department of Agricultural 
Economics and Busin-ess was 
recently reaffirmed as Canada's 
leading graduate school of agricul-
tural economics. In a paper to be 
published in the journal Agrict1l-
wral Economics, Oregon State Uni-
versity professor Greg Perry says 
Guelph is "the dear choice as the 
top Canadian graduate program in 
agricultural economics, with a 
ranking of 3.84 and the lowest stan-
dard deviation. Guelph was men-
tioned by 38 of the 39 individuals 
who .ranked Canadian pr_ograrns." 
The survey questionnaire was com-
pleted by 39 o f the reviewers of the 
Ameri6an Journal of Agricultural 
Economics. It is the second such 
survey; the fir.st was in 1993, but 
Canada was not included. 

WOMEN Of DISTINCTION 
SOUGHT FOR AWARDS 
The YMCA-YWCA of Guelph is 
calling for nominations for its 2001 
Women of Distinction Awards in 
celebration of the wom en of 
Guelph and Wellington County. 
Nominees are sought in the follow-
ing categories: arts and culture; 
business, labour, the professions 
and entrepreneurs; voluntary com-
munity hwnanitarian service; edu-
cation , training and development; 
science, technology and environ-
ment; wellness, health and active 
living; lifetime achievement; and 
young woman of distinc;tion. 
Nomination deadline is Jan. 3 1 at 
11 p.m . To obtain a no mination 
package1 call Marie Leone at 
824-5150, Ext. 225, or visit the Web 
s ite www.guelphy.com. 

DRAW WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
The Guelph Campus Co-op has 
annoWlced the winners of its '~Give 
a Student a Break" draw. Top prize 
ofa cheque for half a semester's tui-
tion wenrto l:Jrszula Magolon, who 
received $1,lOJ. Two prizes worth 
$250 in textbooks were awarded to 
Kaeli Stark and Darren Russell.1fhe 
draw was open to U of G students 
who are membe(s of the co-op. 

Posters Show What It Takes to 
Conquer Learning Disability 
Course offers students an opportunity to express their feelings through art 

Psychology professor Mary Ann Evans displays one of the posters designed by students in her course 
" Learning Disabilities: Experience to Understanding." PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

WHAT'S IT LIKE to be a 
university student with a 

learning disability? 
Psychology professor Mary Ann 

Evans asked students in her «learn-
ing Disabilities: Experience to Un-
derstanding" course this very 
question and invited them to illus-
trate their ans;ers metaphorically. 

The images they came up with 
are telling. A broken hockey stick. A 
cup full of holes. A spiral made up of 
emotion-packed words. 

"J thought they were splendid 
and quite engaging and I wanted 
more people to see them," says 
Evans, whose course is part of U of 
G's Learning Opportunities Pro-
gram (LOP), which helps students 
understand, accept and cope with 
their learning disabilities. 

" I also felt it would be a good way 
to raise awareness of what it's like to 
have a learning d isability." 

So Evans and Bruno Mancini, di-
rector of the Centre for Students 
with Disabilities, used four of the 
im ages as inspiration for posters that 
are being displayed around campus. 
They also included many of the 
metaphors in a faculty handbook on 
learning disability issues. 

The posters - and other meta-
phors students developed to illus-
trate what it takes to conquer a 
learning disability- will also be on 
display in the showcase at the front 
of the University Centre until Dec. 
11 and in a showcase in the 
McLaughJin Library throughout 
January. 

"A lot of students feel a sense of 
inadequacy, hurt and low self-
esteem as a result o f having a learn-
ing disability," says Evans, "and 
many of them have kept it hidden for 
a long time. This project helped the 
students express in a more visual and 
intuitive way how they are feeling, 
allowing them to bring those feelings 
out into the open and take owner-

ship of what they are experiencing." 
The assignment was optional, 

and students were allowed to use any 
medium they believed was appropri-
ate to express their feelings, includ-
ing original drawings, objects, 
poetry and arnvork. ln many cases, 
the students provided descriptions 
of their metaphor,s, which were in-
cluded on the posters and in the 
handbook. 

One poster consists of different-

"For many of the 
students, this was a 

way for them to draw 
on their creative side, 
to take risks, to reflect 

on how they're feeling." 

coloured words describing the stu-
dent's feelings about having a learn-
ing disability. The words, which 
include "slow," "id iot," "angry," 
"courage," "frustrated" and 
"scared," form a spiral on a black 
background. 

Another poster shows a cup of 
water full of holes. For the student 
who created it, the cup represents 
the mind, the water is knowledge, 
and the holes are the learning dis-
ability. 

A third poster depicts a learning 
disability via a hockey stick with the 
blade and shaft separated . It notes 
that with the right coping strategies 
or "glue," the hockey stick can be-
come strong and durable once again. 

The final poster depicts a castle, 
representing the student's excellent 
language skills, floating above a 
brick wall, representing the student's 
learning disability, something she 
"cannot escape, climb or go quickly 
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around." A veil of letters and words 
covers the hvo illustrations because, 
she notes, "they are both a part of 
me 

Evans says the images used for the 
posters were selected because they 
could be easily reproduced and they 
included original art that would not 
require copyright clearance. She 
worked with local artist Sonia 
O'Brien to re-create the students' 
ideas. 

"For many of the students, this 
was a way for them to draw on their 
creative side, to take risks, to reflect 
on how they're feeling," says Evans. 
"That was very important." 

Adds Mancini: "We thought this 
was a very innovative way to get the 
word out on learning disabilities, 
which is what LOP is all about." 

Evans's course is a required com-
ponent of LOP. The program started 
in fall 1999 under the initiative of 
Mancini and Carol Herriot of the 
Counselling and Student Resource 
Centre, and was funded through a 
grant from the learning opportuni-
ties tasl:. force of the O ntario Minis-
try of Training, Colleges and 
Universities. It is intended to help 
students with learning d isabilities 
foster their academic, social and 
workplace success. 

Along with the course, the pro-
gram includes a network of support 
services such as writing and assistive 
technology consultants, specialized 
transition activities into first semes-
ter, special assigned learning indi-
vidualized learning plans, a tailored 
orientation, special assigned learning 
disability advisers, a career education 
component and granting admission 
to some students who don' t meet the 
normal requirements. 

Application ·forms for next year's 
program can be obtained from the 
Centre for Students with Disabilities. 

BY LORI BONA HUNT 

FOOD SCIENTIST HONOURED 
Retired food science professor 
Vladimir Rasper received the 
William F. Geddes Memorial 
Award at the annual meeting of the 
American Association of Cereal 
Chemistry. The award honours 
contributions to the work of the 
association. A member of the asso-
ciation since 1971, Rasper has 
served in a number of positions, 
including chair of the carbohydrate 
and rheology divisions and editor-
in-chief of the journal Cereal Chem-
istry. He \\1'35 named a fellow of the 
association in 1998 and received the 
1999 C.W. Brabender Award for 
contributions to cereal rheology 
and physical. testing methodology. 
At the annual meeting, be was 
nominated for the position of presi-
dent elect. 

WISEMAN ADDRESSES UN 
University professor emeritus 
Henry Wiseman, Political Science, 
presented a series oflectures on UN 
peacekeeping operations to the 
Peace and Development Centre in 
Geneva. He also addressed the 
World Health Organization and 
UN High Commissioner for Refu-
gees on the risk faced by their per-
sonnel in conditions of violence in 
UN peacekeeping operations. He 
was interviewed on these topics by 
Geneva World Radio. 

SOCIOLOGIST GIVES TALK 
Prof. Ton)' Winson, Sociology and 
Anthropology, presented a paper at 
the 10th World Congress of Rural 
Soc.i.ology in Rio de 1aneiro this 
summer. The paper was titled "The 
Sustainability of Manufacturing 
Dependent Rural Communities: 
Impact of Restructuring in Canada 
in the 1990s." Winson also co-
organized a se,tion of the confer-
ence called "New Rurality,'' which 
involved 34 presentations. 

FOCUS ON GLOBALIZATION 
The United Nations Peace Univer-
sity in San Jose, Costa Rica, invited 
Prof. Terisa Turner, Sociology and 
Anthropology; Prof. John 
McMurtry, Philosophy; Guelph 
MA graduate Leigh Brownhill; and 
Ana l$la of York University to pres-
ent a keynote address at the confer-
ence "A Culture of Peace" last 
month. The title of their paper was 
"Gender and Corporate Globaliza-
tion: The Life Versus the Death 
Economy." Also in November, 
Turner and McMurtry presented a 
paper on ·'The Global Economics of 
Child Abuse" at the UN conference 
"Children and the Economics of 
Peace" in New York. The confer-
ence was sponsored by the Interna-
tional Committee on Peace Action. 
UNESCO and the Economic and 
Social Council. 

COACH EARNS KUDOS 
Gary Whitley, head coach of the 
Gryphon men's rugby team, was 
named rugby coach of t11e year, 
sharing honours with Q ueen's Uni-
versity coach Brad Greenwood. 
This is the second time in tluee 
years that Whitley has earned the 
honour. 



Tomato Seeds Blast Off Illegal Pet Trade 
Imperils Ontario's 
Wood Turtle WHEN CANADIAN astronaut 

Marc Garneau blasted off 
into space aboard shuttle mission 
STS-97 Nov. 30, he was joined in 
spirit by thousands of budding 
young scientis1s across Canada. 
That's because he was carrying with 
him 200,000 tomato seeds that will 
eventually be sprouting in 3,000 
classrooms of Grade 3 to 6 students 
across the country as part of a 
government/industry/University of 
Guelph project called Tomato-
sphere. 

The student "Tomatonauts,'' as 
they've been dubbed, will compare 
the seeds travelling with Garneau on 
his 12-day mission with tomato 
plants they'll grow from seeds that 
stayed on Earth. 

Zoologist hopes to use technology to fight poachers 

THE ILLEGAL PET TRADE is 
threatening Ontario's endan-

gered wood turtle, says a U of G 
researcher who hopes his work 
might help catch and prosecute 
turtle smugglers. 

Current1y, the microchips are used 
as a substitute for banding, but they 
could aJso be used to stop iUegal traf-
fic, says Brooks. 

"Food avail ability and life sup-
port are major Jjmiting factors in ex-
tended space exploration," says Prof. 
Mike Dixon, Plant Agriculture, who 
is leading the project with research 
associate V1adimir Vasilenko. 
"Plants will be needed to provide a 
source of fresh, nutritious food and 
to produce a vitaJ life-support sys-
tem. Scientists need to know if space 
travel affects plan t germination and 
plant growth before these extended 
missions can take place." 

Prof. Mike Dixon, left, talks with astronaut Bob Thirsk at a Florida 
reception just before the launch of the spaceship Endeavor and its 
cargo of 200,000 tomato seeds from U of G. PHOTO BY BLYTHE MCKAY 

Prof. Ron Brooks, Zoology, has 
studied Ontario's three remaining 
populations of wood turtles (in 
southwestern Ontario, Algonquin 
Park and Sault Ste. Marie) since 
1987. He says wood turtles have aJ-
ways been at risk from loss of habi-
tat, highway construction and 
naturaJ predation. But now, their 
popularity as pets, medicine, aph-
rodisiacs and food (particularly in 
Asia) is further threatening their 
survival 

For example, when a shipment of 
turtles is seized, the microchips 
could be scanned and the turtles' o ri-
gins could be identified. The smug-
gler could then be punished 
according to the laws of the region 
the turtles were stolen from. As an 
indictable offence, illegal exporting 
of wood turtles from Ontario is sub-
ject to fines up to a maximum of 
$300,000 and jail terms of up to five 
years. 

A large proport ion of the south-
western Ontario population of wood 
turtles was removed virtually over-
night in 1994, presumably abducted 
to be sent overseas for saJe as pets. An 
estimated 100 turtles remain in this 
population, which once numbered 
about 350. Only about 50 turtles 
have been observed in the northwest 
Ontario population. The Algonquin 
population, the healthiest in On-
tario, consists of about 500 turtles. Dixon leads Guelph's Space and 

Advanced Life-Support Agriculture 
(SALSA) research group. The group 
is looking at the abil ity of plants to 
provide food and establish good air 
quality in controlled envi ronments 
such as space shuttles. 

For hjs part, Vasilenko has devel-
oped a red-light treatment for the to-
mato seeds using red and infrared 
light from part of the natural sun-
light spectrum. This stimulates seed-
ling growth and vigour. The 
researchers want to determine 
whether the red-light treatment will 

work on tomato seeds exposed to 
microgravity and cosmic radiation 
in space, to help ensure healthy 
plants fo r extended space explora-
tion in the future. 

To test the effects of space travel 
on red-light- treated seeds, half of the 
200,000 seeds heading into space 
and half of the 200,000 seeds re-
maining on Earth have been treated 
with red light. 

The groups of students across 
Can ada will receive seeds from each 
category for their experiments and 
will use the Earth-based untreated 
seeds as a control. They will observe 
the time required fo r each seed to 
successfully germinate, the percent-
age of successfu l germination in each 
treatment, the seedling vigour (as 
determined by height measure-
ments) and similarities in seedling 
vigour fo r each treatment. 

Once the data have been com-

Psychotherapy 
For understanding, and dealing with: 

• Dissatisfaction with current relationships 
• Unexplained anxiety 
• Quiel isolation of depression 
• Emptiness from lack of personal fu lfillment 
• Desire for personal development 

Catherine Berry and Malcolm Welland are now practicing 
independently as therapists-m-supervision with The Centre [or 
Training in Psychotherapy (CTP). ln 1986 the CTP was 
established to teach psychodynamic psychotherapy. Thts 
approach is concerned with guiding individuals on a journey 
to their inner mind where dynamic forces, forgouen memories, 
and old patterns of behaviour often impact their way of being. 

By bringing such knowledge into awareness so it can be 
llllegrated, it factlitates growth around how we feel about 
ourselves, the way we relate to othero, and how we respond 
to new and familiar situations. 

Psychotherapists-in-supervision are therapists in their last phase 
of training whose case work is supervised by members o[ the 
CTP faculty, and thus can olTer psychotherapy at reduced cost. 

fo1 .m .1pprn ntmen1 01 111!01 m.111011 . please c.il l 
C.uhe1 me ~cm ivlalccilm \\"el land 
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piled, the students will send their 
results electronically to the tomato-
sphere Web site (www. tomato-
sphere.org), where they will be 
posted so the students can compare 
their results with those of other 
classrooms across the country. The 
U of G researchers will analyse the 
data and produce a national report. 

"Tomatosphere is a great op-
portunity for students to learn 
about the exciting world of science, 
space exploration, food and nutri-
tion," says Dixon. 

Tomatosphere is sponsored by 
Agriculture and Agri -Food Can-
ada, the Canadian Space Agency, 1 

the Centre for Research in Earth 
and Space Technology, Heinz Can-
ada, the Canadian Space Resource 
Centre, Ontario Agri- Food Educa-
tion Inc. and U of G. 

BY BLYTHE MOKA Y 
OFFICE OF RESEARCH 

Wood turtles are listed as an en-
dangered species in Ontario and a 
vulnerable spec ies in Canada. Of I 0 
turtle species in Canada, eight are 
either endangered or extirpated. 

"Overall, there's no group of 
animals that is in more danger than 
turtles," says Brooks. "If you have 
an attractive animal with good 
characteristics, it makes them espe-
cially vulnerable." 

But microchip technology being 
used by Brooks to identify the tur-
tles in Algonquin Park - the major 
stronghold of the species in Ontario 
- could cut down on illegaJ traffic 
by pinpointing a smuggled turtle's 
origins. 

At nest sites in Algonquin, 
Brooks and graduate student Kim 
Smith are implanting a smaU mi-
crochip containing a 10-digit iden-
tification number (similar to a bar 
code) on each turtle's hind legs. 

Syneruenios 
763-7756 

Reliable. 
Capable. 

Affordable. 

In North America, the range of 
the wood turtle stretches from cen-
tral Ontario south to Virginia and 
Minnesota and east to the Atlantic 
provinces. Overall, Brooks estimates 
that about 5,000 wood turtles are 
foW)d in Canada. 

This research is sponsored by 
Ontario Parks, the Algonquin Forest 
Authority, the International Fund 
for Animal Welfare and Canada 
Trust. 

BY LUCAS HABIB 
OFFICE Of. RESEARCH 

45 Lewis Rd. Guelph 

A great computer is more than the swn of its parts. From the start it's built to run 
reliably under any conditions, whether you're running AutoCAD or Word. It's backed 
by a team of experienced technicians ready to help you when you have questions, and 
is protected by an extensive warranty. We've been building great computers since 
1989. Call us to find out more. 
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E-Nose the Way 
Ag Canada researcher Don Mercer has the connections food science students need to solve real-world problems 

I r's NOT WHAT YOU KNOW, it's who 
you know, say some. Don Mercer, 

an adjunct professor in the 
Department of Food Science and a 
full-time commercialization officer 
with Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC), is proving that 
hoary maxim true once more with a 
fourth-year undergraduate course 
where he combines the latest 
research methods with access to 
technology unavailable to anyone 
without his connections. 

In Mercer's "Food Research 
Problems" course, he challenges stu-
dents with real-world problems they 
must try to solve. He presents them 
with a dilemma, offers insight at 
weekly progress meetings and ulti-
mately expects them to present their 
solutions through poster presenta-
tions at national industry and aca-
demic gatherings. 

"It's fun and it's where the rubber 
meets the road," he says. "My objec-
tive is to have students find solutions 
to industrially relevant problems." 

This summer, Mercer and stu-
dent Geoff Rye presented findings 
and a poster at the annual meeting of 
the Canadian Institute of Food Sci-
ence and Technology on one such 
project that dealt with a contentious 
issue of apple-cider processing. 

The question is which tastes bet-
ter, processed or unprocessed cider. 
Thermally processing apple cider 
eliminates microbia:.I nasties, includ-
ing E. col~ but according to cider afi-
cionados, some of the flavour is also 
lost along the way. Ry~ whose prob-
lem it was, might have lost the scent 
altogether had Mercer not been able 
to put him in touch with an unusual 
piece of high-tech equipment called 
an electronic nose or "e-nose." 

Adjunct professor Don Mercer combines the latest research methods 
with access to technology in his course "'Food Research Problems." 

Thee-nose, housed at AAFC's lab 
in Guelph, consists of 12 sensors, 
each measuring a different smell pa-

rameter. 
"Where a colorimeter tells us dif-

ferences in colours, the e-nose tells 
us differences in aroma, which is 
linked to taste/' says Mercer. 

Mercer and Rye already knew 
that the wired proboscis - a com-
puter suite incorporating a hardware 

Begin your What could be 
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Shopping in Downtown Guelph .... 
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-
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black box into which samples are in-
jected and pass a dozen sensors, 
linked to a PC with a special software 
pac:kage - could tell the difference 
between different varieties of apples 
and between good apples and rotting 
apples from a previous "Food Re-
search Problems" project Mercer 

had done with student Michelle Au. 
So Mercer and Rye set about test-

ing thermally processed and unproc-
essed control samples of cider and 
examining the battery of resulting 
data. 

They found that contrary to the 
claims of the traditionalists, there 
was little difference in aroma, at least 
for the first week. 

"The reason there's an aroma dif-
ference after seven days is because 
the unprocessed cider could be going 
bad, which again supports the case 
for thermally processing the prod-
uct," says Mercer. 

Adds Rye: "The aroma was the 
same, the heat pasteurization process 
yielded excellent preservation quali-
ties, and it is safer for human con-
sumption." 

In addition to the presentation 
they made earlier this year, Mercer 
and Rye are writing up the research 
for publication in a refereed journal. 

"The course gave me the qppor-
tunity to research, develop, design 
and undertake my own experiment," 
says Rye, now doing his master's de-
gree in food science with Prof. 
Alejandro Marrangoni. "Dr. Mercer 
provided his years of experience and 
knowledge to my project and saw 
that the results couJd be applied to 
enhance further research into this 
subject. His contacts allowed me to 
access instruments such as the e-
nose and the spectrophotometer, 
both of which are uncommon in an 
academic environment." 

The e-nose experience wasn' t a 
solitary one. Fourth-year student 
Jodi Rowe was given the task of dem-
onstrating the process of blanching, 
an industry method of preserving 
vegetables. Mercer was able to pro-
vide her with a scaled-down 
blancher that AAFC owns, and Rowe 
has now developed a teaching lab on 

the process for third-year food sci-
ence students. 

' 1ln the 'Food Research Problems' 
course, I'm able to expose students 
to different types of equipment, 
real-world problems and how or-
ganizations and researchers handle 
them," says Mercer, who spent 14 
years as a research engineer at Gen-
eral Foods before moving to AAFC 
and then to Guelph as an adjunct 
professor in 1997. 

"They see the big picture of what 
research is about. They experience 
the joys and setbacks of a research 
project, we hold weekly progress 
meetings, they must learn to use and 
set up high-tech equipment, I set 
benchmarks for them that they must 
meet, and they end up presenting 
their research findings at national 
conferences.'' 

Prof. Art Hill, acting chair of the 
Department of Food Science, lauds 
Mercer's teaching approach in his 
course and in his food-processing 
labs. "The reporting and presenta-
tion required of his students ensure 
full understanding and build the soft 
skills our graduates must have to 
succeed," Hill says. 

BY ALEXANDER WOOLEY 
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RUSH TO COMMERCIALIZE 
GMOs WAS UNNECESSARY 

"We need biodiversity to protect our food supply from epidemics such as the corn blight 

that devastated the corn crop in the American Midwest in the 1980s" 

I WRITE AS ONE CONCERNED about the premature 
introduction of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) 
into our food supply. First, let me say that research, which 
was exciting before we knew how to transfer DNA from 

one organism to another, is even more exciting now. Ji... new 
understanding of ceU structure and function that we could not 
have dreamed of as little as 10 years ago is now at our fingertips. 
This research also has important implications for agriculture 
and the heaJth sciences and, if we are careful, may also benefit 
humankind. The push for GMOs is the popuJation explosion 
that will increase our population considerably by 2020. But my 
reading of the situation is that we are likely to run out of water 
and perhaps even energy before we run out of food supplies. It 
is imperative that we reassess the use of these raw materials as 
well as the agricultural food supply (see Tough Choices and Who 
Will Feed China? by Lester R. Brown). 

My qualifications for joining the discussion are a lifelong 
professional interest in plant physiology, biochemistry and mo-
lecuJar biology. I conducted experiments in the area of nitrogen 
assimilation, \vith an emphasis on understanding the regula-
tion of that assimilation. In addition to a standard course in 
plant physiology, I taught a course in plant nutrition and the 
modification of plant metabolism so that agricultural plants 
would be more efficient suppliers of food for people and other 
animals. I included those aspects of genetic engineering that 
were important both in our understanding of plant metabolism 
and in the potential commercialization of that understanding. 

I thought then, and J still think today, that we are in the 
phase of understanding alterations of plant metabolism and 
that commercialization is premature. 

There should be labelling of foods derived from GM Os. For 
example, scientists at Pioneer Hi-Bred International Inc. trans-
ferred a gene from Brazil nuts, which coded for a nutrient suffi-
cient protein, into soybeans. They were successful, and the 
protein was expressed in the soybean cotyledon. As an after-
thought, the scientists decided to see if the allergen common to 
nuts had also been transferred. To their surprise, it had been 
transferred, and to their credit, the whole experiment was dis-
carded. There are also less-common allergens that individuals 
know about but the marketplace does not. People sensitive to 
these minor allergens have learned to avoid specific foods. To 
protect themselves from future self-experimentation, they need 
to be forewarned of the source of genes incorporated into spe-
cific genetically engineered plants. For this reason, labelling 
shouJd be mandatory. 

There also needs to be long-term testing to detect allergens, 
toxicants that may be present in low levels and that are effective 
onJyover long periods of exposure. We could also be interfering 
with normal growth and development or with the immune re-
sponse. These tests should be performed on several test animals 
and should be performed for a minimum of one generation. 

We should also be including nucleotide sequences in the 
promoter that specify the tissue type where the new property 
will be encoded. For ex.ample, if the pest eats leaves, the pesti-
cide need onJy be expressed in the leaves, not in the whole plant. 
The problem with monarch butterflies and honeybees is really a 

BY ANN OAKS 

red herring - a problem that need not have occurred had the 
promoter of the Bt protein been modified in such a way that the 
Bt protein was not made in the pollen. We knowhow to do this 
- we were just in too much of a hurry. 

The companies involved in commercialization have chosen 
to introduce herbicide- and pesticide-resistant traits into select 
crop plants. For the past 50 years or so, we have been applying 
herbicides and pesticides to crop plants, and there have been 
problems as well as benefits. Many of these problems remain 
unresolved: I) lack of specificity, 2) toxic effects on people and 

Valatfe Poulton 

836-7340 
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3) the persistence of poisons in the soil. 
The same problems are apparent in crop plants that have 

been genetically modified. We should not have taken that route. 
We should still be working on problems of specificity and toler-
ance in standard field trials. In addition, it is really quite aston-
ishing how quickly tolerance to herbicides and internal 
pestic ide production has developed in genetically modified 
plants. This result suggests to me that the whole experiment 
with herbicides and pesticides is unwarranted. 

Reports of increases in yields as a result of genetic modifica-
tion are not consistent. In fact, the results actually indicate re-
duced yields as often as they show increased yields. We will 
probably not see real increases in yield until we have improved 
the efficiency of photosynthesis or of nitrogen assimilation or 
until we have enhanced properties leading to drought resistance 
or salt tolerance. It is these latter processes that we should be in-
corporating into our transgenic plants. Assuming that we are 
successful in incorporating genes required, say, to make photo-
synthesis more efficient, we still need health trials - health of 
people and the environment. Experiments have shown, for ex-
ample, that the promoter for the cauliflower mosaic virus used 
in the construct to permit the foreign DNA to be recognized in 
the host plant may be promiscuous and could result in other vi-
ral constructs that are harmful to plants or even people. (see ref-
erences in Mae-Wan Ho, 1997). Then there is the antibiotic 
resistance marker gene used to identify which cells have been 
transformed. We atr:eady have a problem with antibiotic resis-
tance. I understand that other marker genes are on the horizon, 
so this criticism will shortly be a non-criticism. But this onJy 
emphasizes my main concern - that there was unnecessary 
haste to commercialization. 

If we clone genes and use them, there will be a loss of biodi-
versity, a loss exaggerated over what we have already seen 
through application of North American agriculture (the green 
revolution) in various parts of the world. We need biodiversity 
to protect our food supply from epidemics such as the corn 
blight that devastated the corn crop in the American Midwest in 
the 1980s. 

I recommend the following references that give an impor-
tant overview of the whole problem in the creation of foods 
from genetically modified organisms: 

Lester R. Brown, Tougli Choices, Worldwatch Institute, 1996, 
and Wlio Will Peed China?, W.W. Norton and Company, 1995. 
Gordon Conway. The Doubly Green Revolution, Cornell Uni-
versity Press, 1997. 
Mae-Wan Ho, "The Unholy Alliance," in The Ecologist, 27, (4), 
1997. 

Brewster Kneen, Farmageddon, New Society Publishers, 1999 
(anti-GM point of view). 

Frances Moore Lappe et al, World H1mger, Grove Press, 1998. 
Alan McHughen, Pandora's Picnic Basket, Oxford University 
Press, 2000 (pro-GM point of view). 

Prof. Ann Oaks is a retired faclilty member in the Department 
of Botany. 



THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME 
After years of training, fitness instructor sets her sights on the Olympics 

GEMMA GUILFORD may be small in 
stature and build, but she's big on 
strength and tenacity. The 
26-year-old is in the kind of 

phy~ical condition that comes only from years 
of mtense training and commitment. She 
works as a personal trainer and fitness 
instructor at the Mitchell Athletics Centre, 
where she teaches at least five aerobics or 
aquafit classes a week. On any given day, she 
can be spotted cheerfully shouting out 
instructions to sluggish students, faculty and 
staff trying to squeeze in a workout during 
their lunch hour or between classes. She also 
designs fitness and muscle-strengthening 
programs for clients with physical disabilities 
and teaches training courses to would-be 
fitness instructors. 

As for the source of her tenacity? For start-
ers, she was a competitive jockey in her native 
New Zealand, a job that required her to ride 15 
to 20 different horses and do physical labour 
for up to 12 hours a day. She is also the single 
mother of a nine-year-old daughter. If any-
thing in life requires extreme focus, it's parent-
hood. And when you're a teenage single parent trying to fulfil a 
lifelong dream of becoming a jockey, courage and determina-
tion are absolute prerequisites. 

So it's not surprising that Guilford recently won gold medals 
at the Canadian Novice Aerobics Championships and at the 
World Natural Sports Aerobics Championships and hopes to 
compete at the Canadian Championships in August and the 

' Wo h), Sll~lllll\\\!'W!l',i!1,t</ . .ot·})}.J~iG, o_su~ {pr 
the demonstration aerobic spon competitions at the 2004 
Olympics and to represent Canada at the 2008 Games. 

What is surprising, however, is why Guilford stopped being 
a jockey. It was the end of that dream that brought her to 
Guelph and eventually landed her atop that championship po-
dium. 

"I grew up on a farm, where we had horses in the barn and on 
the lawn," she says in her charming New Zealand accent. "I was 
always a competitive rider and a physically active person. I 
wanted to be a jockey since l was 12 or 13 years old." 

But Guilford thought she'd have to alter that life plan when 
she was 17 and her daughter, Laura, was born. She wanted to 
take responsibility for both their lives, so she moved out of her 
parents' home, which she had shared with four sisters. She fin-
ished school and enrolled at university, thinking she would be-
come a veterinarian instead of a jockey. 

But it wasn't for her. So when she heard about a jockey ap-
prenticeship program with a reputable stable, she knew she had 
to give her childhood dream a chance. Guilford applied and was 
accepted and spent long days riding, running and swimming to 
stay in competitive form. She raced for the stable and as a free-

BY LORI BONA HUNT 

lance jockey and was successful in ~everal races. But two years 
into the four-year apprenticeship, she knew she couldn't finish. 
It wasn't the gruelling schedule or physical demands that did 
her in; it was the basic human need to eat. 

' 11 always had trouble making the weight," Guilford says, ex-
plaining that jockeys must meet cenain restrictions, and one 
reason apprentices are so popular is because they're allowed to 
ride 10 pounds lighter than "'regular" jockeys. So to be competi-
tive,~ford ... w~all..h~~ and.e ui ment, couldn't tip 
the scale at more than I 10 pounds. That meanr keeping her 
body weight at around 90 pounds, a near-impossible feat when 
you' re almost S'S" and 20 years old. "You did whar you had to 
do to compete, and it meant eating very little food/' she says. 
"Sometimes before a race, I'd go for days without eating. How 
stupid is that? I finally woke up and realized I had to give it up." 

It may have been the right thing to do health-wise, but it 
didn't make Life's decisions any easier, especially with a child to 
support "I didn't have any money, but I did have an airline 
voucher," she says. She used the voucher to visit Canada and a 
woman she had met during her apprenticeship- who just hap-
pened to live in Guelph. And she liked what she saw. 

"When I got back to New Zealand, I decided I would go and 
live on the other side of the world for a change, that it would be 
good for us. I thought Guelph was such a nice, comfortable 
place." 

Once she returned, however, Guilford soon discovered her 
options were limited. She was here as a visitor at first, which 
meant she couldn't attend school She got a job as a cook at the 
Guelph Poultry Market, but knew she needed something more. 

"I started to get bored and began putting on weight, so I 

staned going to aerobics classes and I loved it 
Soon, someone suggested I should teach be-
cause I had the right kind of personality. So I 
enrolled in the instructor program here and 
that's how I stwnbled into this." 

Guilford eventually worked her way up to 
becoming a certified fitness instructor and a 
personal trainer. Her services are in demand 
at clubs in Guelph, Toronto and Etobicoke. 

"If you'd have told me four or five years 
ago that I would be in the fitness industry, I 
would have laughed," she says. lhe idea that 
I would exen myself to the level that I do 
everyday, I would have said: "Forget it.' I u.sed 
to think riding horses was a major workout, 
so this was quite a switch, but one I wouldn't 
trade for the world." 

About a year and a half ago, Guilford de· 
cided to take the next step and enter fitness 
competitions, but she soon realized she 
needed to be in even better physical shape. 
Her regimen included getting nutritional ad· 
vice from a dietitian, who told her she needed 
to eat more to improve her performance. "So 
['ve gone from a job where I hardly ate at all to 

one where I eat all the time," she says. 
Guilford also has her own personal trainers, who help her 

with the flexibility, strength, jumps, rhythm and balance she 
needs for her competitive routines. 

Despite the physical demands she places on herself, Guilford 
monitors her daughter's physica1 activities very carefully. A 
budding gymnast, Laura can often be seen at the back of her 
mother's classes working on her own routines. But Guilfo rd is 
determined nor to let her daughter make the same mistakes she 
did. "J(jds her age who wanl to be good at gymnastics train 12 
hours a week, and they're only eight years old. That's just too 
hard on their little bodies." 

Having a child at a young age brings its own unique pres-
sures, says Guilford, who was determined not to fall into the 
stereotype of a "teen mother." "I felt a lot of pressure to do 
something with my life. Suddenly it isn't just about you any-
more; there is someone else to support. [t definitely means you 
have to work harder to get an)"'lhere." 

She says her job helps give her perspective, especially when 
working with clients with physical disabilities, including polio, 
fibromyalgia and osteoporosis. "They struggle so hard to do 
things we all take for granted, and they are constantly Ln pain. 
They are facing all these physical challenges, yet they come in 
every day_,. 

Fitness, she says, is one of life's rare equalizers. People from 
aJJ walks of life come into a gym. and once the daily work attire 
comes off and the gym shorts go on, ... no one is any more special 
than anyone else. It sort of brings everyone down to the same 
level. We all just become everyday people." 

U of G, Sir Sandford Fleming Sign Agreement 
U OF G and Sir Sandfo~d 

Fleming College m 
Peterborough have signed a major 
new articulation agreement that 
grants advanced university standing 
to qualified Fleming graduates. 

The articulation 3greement will 
give all qualified technology gradu-
ates of Fleming's School of NaturaJ 
and Environmental Resource Sci-
ences 10 university credits toward a 
four-year bachelor of science {envi-
ronmental sciences) degree at 
Guelph. Students have the choice of 

entering the eanh and atmospheric 
science, ecology, environmental ge-
ography, environmental protection 
or natural resource management 
majors at Guelph. 

U of G representatives taking part 
in the signing ceremony at the colle-
ge's Frost campus in Lindsay Nov. 27 
were Prof. AJastair Summerlee, pro-
vost and vice-president (academic), 
and Prof. Michael Moss, associate 
dean of the Faculty of Environmen· 
tal Sciences. 

Sir Sandford Fleming College 
representatives included president 

Brian Desbiens and vice-president, 
academic, Terry Dance-Bennink, 
and Jim Madder, principal of 
Fleming's School of Environment 
and Natural Resource Sciences. 

The new articuJation agreement 
will allow three-year community 
college graduates to earn a university 
degree in a high-demand program in 
a little over two years, said 
Summerlec. "It's a win·win situation 
for students and reaffirms Guelph's 
commitment to developing collabo· 
rative partnerships with community 
colleges that share our academic vi-
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sion and strengths, Ln this case in the 
environmental sciences/' he said. 

Desbiens said the agreement "il-
lustrates Fleming's determination to 
provide our students with increased 
flexibility in their academic and ca· 
reer choices by giving them access to 
new degree-comple1ion opportuni· 
ties. The partnership with Guelph is 
a wonderful marriage of two out-
standing post-secondary programs 
in the environmental sciences." 

Moss noled that careers in the en-
vironmentaJ field "are one of the 
fastest-growing areas in Canada, and 

students who combine our two pro-
grams will have a distinctive blend of 
skills, knowledge and theory, allow-
ing them to make a unique impacl 
on the growing field of environ-
menlal management." 

Madder added that the partner· 
ship with Guelph will open new 
doors for Fleming graduates. 

President Mordech~i Rozanski 
congratulates all those involved in 
making this partnership possible 
and says he looks forward to "a long 
and fruitful relationship" with Sir 
Sanford Fleming College. 



DEAN, COLLEGE OF ARTS 
The University of Guelph invites applications and nominations for the 
position of dean of the College of Arts. The appointment will com-
mence July 1, 2001. 

The College of Arts has programs in both the humanities (English, his-
tory, art history, classics. philosophy, and languages and literatures: 
French, German, ancient Greek, Italian, Latin and Spanish) and the fine 
and performing arts (music, studio art and drama). It is a lso the base 
for interdisciplinary programs in European studies, women's studies, 
Scottish studies and cultural studies and takes part in programs in en· 
vironmental science and international development. Both disciplinary 
and interdisciplinary programs share a commitment to the principles 
and practice of learner·centredness, and the college has a broadening 
range of disciplinary and interdisciplinary areas of research consistent 
with the research-intensive nature of the University. The college has 
approximately 20,000 course enrolments a year at the undergraduate 
level and more than 100 graduate students enrolled in MA. MFA and 
PhD programs. Some of its programs have a major focus on interna-
tional activities, and the dean has responsibility for several of the 
semester-abroad programs offered at the University. The college 
shows a strong commitment to collaboration through the shared re-
sponsibility for the BA program with the College of Social and Applied 
Human Sciences and involvement in a number of joint MA and PhD pro· 
grams with neighbouring universities. 
The college has more than Bo faculty members and approximately 25 
staff. 
Applicants should have a proven record of leadership and education, 
be an exemplary scholar and have a broad understanding of the crucial 
role of arts and humanities as they relate to universit ies, industry, gov-
ernment, communities and society at large. In partioular, the search 
committee is looking fo r an individual who can promote an effective 
and sustained vision of the arts in society, communicate effectively 
with and actively encourage and promote all members of the faculty, 
staff and students to achieve excellence, and manage a complex and 
multifaceted budget. As the University is facing an unprecedented pe· 
riod of growth and development, the dean will need to have experience 
and ability in leading change in a competitive, complex and demanding 
environment and have experience at managing competing interests in 
a consultative and effective manner. 
The University of Guelph is committed to an employment equity pro-
gram that includes special measure to achieve diversity among its fac· 
ulty and staff. We therefore particularly encourage applications from 
qualified aboriginal Canadians, persons with disabilities, members of 
visible minorities and women. Canadian citizens and permanent resi-
dents will be considered first fo r this position. 
The appointment of the dean will be for a five-year term, renewable for 
an additional five years, and will include a tenured faculty appointment 
in an appropriate department. Applications and nominations should 
be submitted to Prof. Alastair Summerlee, provost and chair of the 
search committee, by Jan. 31, 2001. Inquiries for further details may be 
made by e-mail to provost@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca. 

DEAN, COLLEGE OF 
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE 

The University of Guelph invites applications and nominations for the 
position of dean of the College of Biological Science. The appointment 
will commence July 1, 2001. 

The College of Biological Science is unique with its emphasis on bio-
logical and life sciences. One of six colleges at the University, the col-
lege is committed to a leadership position in research and in 
undergraduate and graduate teaching. There are five departments: 
Botany, Human Biology and Nutritional Sciences, Microbiology, Mo-
lecular Biology and Genetics, and Zoology, with a total complement of 
approximately 95 faculty. There are about 4,000 undergraduate stu-
dents in B.Sc. programs, 250 graduate students in a variety of graduate 
programs and about 50 post-doctoral fe llows. 
Applicants s hould have a proven record of leadership and education, 
be an exemplary scholar and have a broad understanding of the crucial 
role of biological science as it> relates to universities, industry, govern-
ment, communities and society at large. In particular, the search com-
mittee is looking for an individual who can promote an effective and 
sustained vision of biological science Oncluding the environment), 
communicate effeotively with and actively encourage and promote all 
members of the faculty, staff and students to achieve excellence, and 
manage a complex and multifaceted budget. As the college is facing an 
unprecedented period of growth and development, the dean will need 
to have experience and ability in managing change in a competitive, 
complex and demanding environment and have experience at manag-
ing competing interests in a consultative and effective manner. 
The University of Guelph is committed to an employment equity pro-
gram that includes s pecial measures to achieve diversity among its fac· 
u\ty and staff. We therefore particularly encourage applications from 
qualified aboriginal Canadians, persons with disabilities, members of 
visible minorities, and women. Canadian citizens and permanent resi-
dents will be considered first for this position. 
The appointment of the dean will be for a five-year term, renewable for 
an additional five years, and will include a tenured faculty appointment 
in an appropriate department. 
Applications and nominations should be submitted to Prof. Alastair 
Summerlee. provost and chair of the search committee, by Jan. 31, 
2001. Inquiries fo r further details may be made by e-mail to pro-
vost@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca. 

Running up a Tab for Charity 
Profs office is unofficial collection depot for pop can tabs destined for wheelchair program 

THE SMALL ALUMINUM ring that 
opens a pop can may seem 

useless once its duty is done and the 
soft drink is sliding down your 
throat. But some of these rings are 
called to a higher purpose. They 
generate cash that buys wheelchairs 
for people in need. 

At U of G, the office of Prof. Joe 
Prok.ipcak, Chemistry and Biochem-
istry, is the unofficial collection de-
pot for tabs destined for the Tabs for 
Wheelchairs organization in Elora. 
At the start of each semester, he tells 
students in his fir.st-year chemistry 
classes about the initiative, then 
watches the tabs roll in. 

"l don't drink enough pop, but l 
have access to tons of first-year stu-
dents who go through lots of cans," 
he says. "It adds up pretty fast." 

The tabs arrive at Prokipcak's of-
fice in boxes, jars and plastic bags, of-
ten left outside the door or hanging 
from the doorknob. Some students 
set up collection sites in their resi-

dence; others gather them while 
working at camps over the summer. 

Prokipcak started spearheading 
the effort on campus six years ago, 
after he heard about the work of Ray 
Pearse and Jack Baumber, who 
launched the Tabs for Wheelchairs 
program in 1989. 

Prokipcak keeps track of the 
number of tabs he sends to the pro-
gram and figures U ofG has contrib-
uted about one million to date. Tabs 
are collected instead of cans because 
they take up less room during stor-
age and transportation. 

The tabs go to an aluminum recy-
cling facility in Guelph, which pays 
the organization SO cents a pound. It 
takes between two million and four 
million tabs to buy an average $2,000 
wheelchair, and every little bit helps. 

Thanks to donors like the U of G 
community, the Tabs for Wheel-
chairs initiative has purchased 365 
wheelchairs for people in need. 

"The University is a good donor/' 

says Pearse, adding that every con-
tribution is important, big or small. 
"If you save five tabs and somebody 
saves 5,000, as far as I'm concerned, 
your five tabs are just as importantas 
the 5,000." 

Tabs for Wheelchairs has bene-
fited the family of one U of G em-
ployee, Tony Wagenaar, who works 
in the physics machine shop. His 
stepfather was paralysed in an acci-
dent about six years ago and needed 
a $3,600 wheelchair. 

Being able to help someone 
makes all the effort worthwhile, says 
Prokipcak, who credits all the stu-
dents who save the tabs. The chemist 
plans to retire soon and spend more 
time on his hobbies, camping and 
making furniture, and watching his 
grandchildren grow up. But you can 
be sure he'll still be pulling the tabs 
off any cans he comes across and 
sending them on their way to make 
someone else's life a little easier. 

BY STACEY CURRY GUNN 

Students Give to Community 
Continued from page 1 

their annual "Dressing for Dollars" 
campaign, which involves students 
donating money to have their resi-
dence assistants dress up in cos-
tumes for a day. This year, the 
money was donated to the MS Soci-
ety and Awareness Balance and 
Choice, an akofiol awareness pro8 

gram run by the Wellness Centre. 
Another major student fund-

raiser is the annual Shi.nerama, or-
ganized by the CSA each September 
as part of orientation events. This 
year, Shinerama raised $14,000 for 
cystic fibrosis research. 

In support of the annual campus 
United Way campaign, a student 
committee organizes a variety of 
fund-raising events throughout the 
fall. last year, students raised $61500 
through special events such as the 
CN Tow er climb, a head shave and 
the Homecoming football game. 

The CSA also sponsors events 
such as the Coffee Day for Alz-
heimer's, and residence students 
participate in an annual walk in sup-
port of Canine Vision Canada. 

Students in the School of Engi-
neering have a long history of rais-
ing' 'fuhds for charities such aS tile 
MS Society and Marianne's ~lace. 
Over the past three years, they've 
raised $6,600 through their annual 
Teeter-Totter-A-Thon and $1,000 
through a first-year labour auction 
and have collected 1,500 kilograms 
of food in food drives. 

College student governments 
also play an important role in fund-
raising throughout the year. The 
Student Federation of OAC, for ex-
ample, raised about $9,000 this fall 
for agricultural charities during Ag-
gie Week activities, including a pub 
and an honorary president auction. 

Other pubs held throughout the year 
also benefit agricultural charities. 

Mike Stephenson, president ofln-
terhall Council, believes it's impor-
tant for students to do what they can 
to give back to the community. 

"University of Guelph students 
really do benefit a lot from this com-
munity," he says. "We try to raise 
awareness among students that along 
with all the great stuff available 
comes the responsibility to give back 
and be a vital pan of the community. 
We want to show that it's a positive 
thing to have students living here. 
Tied in with that is a need to help 
those less fortunate than us, a need to 
raise awareness that not everyone is 
lucky enough to be at university and 
to live as good a life as we do. We have 
the ability to do so much good. We 
have a duty to do good deeds where 
we can." 

DEAN, ONTARIO AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
The University of Guelph invites applications and nominations for the position of dean of the Ontario Agricul-
tural College. The appointment will commence July 1, 2001. 

The University of Guelph has a special responsibility in the province to serve agriculture in the broadest sense, 
and is one of the leading institutions in North America in its field. To aohieve this mandate, the Ontario Agricul-
tural College offers a wide range of diploma, undergraduate, graduate and research programs in s upport of the 
agri-food industry and rural development and has a major commitment to international activities. The dean is 
expected to provide strong leadership in the college and foste r strong relationships with the other colleges at 
the University, other agricultural institut ions, various levels of government and the community at la rge. In par· 
ticular, the dean is involved in the management of the unique research relationship with the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs and is a lso responsible for managing and integrating activities in three agri-
cultural colleges and a number of research stations, spread across the province, where there is an emphasis on 
diploma programs, applied research, extension and continuing education. 
Applicants should have a proven record of leadership and education, be an exemplary scholar and have a broad 
understanding of the crucial role of agriculture as it relates to universities, industry, government, rural commu-
nities and society at large. In particular, the search committee is looking for an individual who can promote an 
effective and sustained vision of agriculture in the province, communicate effectively with and actively entour-
age and promote all members of the faculty, staff and students to achieve excellence within a complex univer-
sity/college system using an exceptional consultative style, and manage a complex and multifaceted budget. 
The University of Guelph is committed to an employment equity program that includes specia l measures to 
achieve divers ity among its faculty and staff. We therefore partloularly encourage applications from qualified 
aboriginal Canadians, persons with disabilities, members of visible minorities and women. Canadian citizens 
and permanent residents will be cons idered first for this position. 
The appointment of the dean will be for a five-year term, renewable for an additional five years, and will include 
a tenured faculty appointment in an appropriate department. Applications and nominations should be s ubmit· 
ted to Prof. Alastair Summerlee, provost and chair of the search committee, by Jan. 31, 2001. Inquiries for fur-
ther details may be made by e-mail to provost@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca. 
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Vet College Collaboration First of Its Kind 
Continued from page 1 

and individual learning using new 
technologies. It will aid us while we 
are here as well as being a valuable re-
source in the years after we graduate. 
Th is centre will help us become life-
long learners." 

OVC spearheaded the establish-
men t of the knowledge-based virtual 
community, which will connect 
three of Canada's four veterinary 
colleges: OVC, the Atlantic Veteri-
nary College (AVC) in P.E.1. and 
Faculte de medecine veterinaire of 
the Universite de Montreal at Ste. 
Hyacinthe, Que. O nline speakers at 
the opening included University of 
P.E.I. president Wade Mclaughlin, 
A VC dean Tim Ogilvie (an OVC 
graduate) and Raymond Roy, dean 
of the veterinary college at St. Hya-
cinthe. 

"This is believed to be the first ex-
ample anywhere in Canada of insti-
tutions from a broad geographic area 
coming together to share profes-
sional programs as part of a virtual 
community," said Meek. 

Funding partne r CANARIE Inc. 
(Canad ian Network fo r the Ad-
vancement of Research, Industry and 
Education) encourages businesses 
and learning institutions to collabo-
rate on projects that use advanced 
Internet technologies to overcome 
structural barriers to onlin e learning. 

On hand for the official opening of the OVC Learning Commons Nov. 2 1 are, from Left, Michael Gourley, chair of 
the board of directors of the Ontario Innovation Trust ; David Trick, assistant deputy minister with the Ministry 
of Training, Colleges and Universities; first ·year DVM student Sarah Slater; Ontario Finance Minister Ernie 
Eves; OVC dean Alan Meek; and president Mordechai Rozanski. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

Industry partner Lifelea rn Inc is a 
spinoff company from OVC's con-
tinuing education program. Life-
learn preside nt; Chas Povey sees the 
Learning Commons as the start of 

l something big. ' ' ' 
"Our commitment is cultivating 

accessible, effective lifelong learning 
in veterinary medicine," he said. 
"While we have a Canadian base, we 
have an international perspective. 
O ur expertise is in computer-
assisted, case-based learning tech-

nology, content packaging and mar-
keting, so we will be assisting ave 
faculty in developing their 
' learnware' fo r a wider audience. 
New technologies will allow us to do 
this better. We believe Lifelearn's 
programs will migrate from the cur-
rent CD-ROM to on-demand Web 
access, so the technology that's being 
developed as part of the Learning 
Commons-forms· part ef..our--long--. 
term plan to provide continuing 
education in an im al health on a 
global basis." 

CA~net3, CANARIE's national 
fibre-optic Internet link, is the tech-
nological groundwork fo r the Learn-
ing Commons that is being laid 

Guefpft Cftam6er Cftoir 
presents 

cbristmas cheer 
Saturday, December 16 .. - 8:00 p.m. 

A Christmas festival of choirs and carols. 
A community celebration f eaturing the 

Guelph Chamber Choir and the choirs of 
Harcourt United Church, Dublin Street United Church, 

Church of Our Lady, the Royal City Ambassadors, 
the Rainbow Choir and the Village Singers. 

cbristmas Oratorio 
Saturday, December 23n1 - 8:00 p.m. 

From the stages of the world, 
four internationally renowned Canadi°!' soloists join 

the Guelph Chamber Choir 
and the K-W Phi/harmonic Chamber Choir to sing 

Bach 's joyous setting of the Christmas story. 
Karina Gauvin, Norine Burgess, 

Michael Schade and Mark Pedrotti, 
with the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony 

conducted by Howard Dyck 

both concerts aJ River Run CenJre, Guelph 
Tickets $25; StudenJs $10 

available at River Run Centre (519) 763-3000 

across the country, causing Meek to 
liken it to " the construction of the 
railroad across Canada in the 19th 
century, connec;ting communities 
and defining the country." 

On-campus partners in the 
Learning Commons are the 
McLaughlin Library, Teaching Sup-
port Services and OVC's Learning 
Technology Services and lnforma-
tion.;r echnolegy-Sec-viees. - -" 

A library was established when 
the college was founded in Toronto 
in 1862 and has been a central part of 
the learning and teaching experience 
ever since. University librarian Mike 
Ridley said the Learning Commons 
is an example of the potent impact Ii-
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braries will have in years to come, 
while not forgetting their central 
and historical role in the learning 
process. 

'!he Leaming Commons is the 
manifestation of a vision, the fu-
ture of libraries: integrated, dy-
namic, wired, bridging the 
generations," he said. 

"At the same time, we shouldn't 
forget that libraries are also about 
'place,' a physical place for learn-
ing, discussion and reflection, or 
that staff of a library are the most 
important element. They're the 
people who create a buzz that en· 
gages learners." 

BY ALEXANDER WOOLEY 

TRELLIS 
Upgrade 
Planned 
THE TRI-U NIVERSITY Group of 

Libraries (TUG) will complete 
an upgrade of the TRELLIS library 
system software this month, 
beginning Dec. 14 at about 6 p.m. 
and running until midday Dec. 18. 

During the upgrade. there will 
be access to a backup Web version 
ofTRELLlS, current to Dec. 13. Us-
ers won' t be able to place holds and 
recalls or do self-renewals and self-
registration, and status information 
won't be available. Otherwise, ac-
cess to the regular and reserve col-
lections will be normal. 

Web services that are accessed 
from the library's Web page will not 
be affected. CircuJation will be 
available through .staff at the circu-
lation desks. 

Safety Manual 
Goes Online 

THE UNIVERSITY'S new Safety 
Policy Mamwl for Risk 

Mat1agement and Due Dilige11ce is 
available online on the Web site of 
Environmental Health and Safety 
(EHS) at www.uoguelph.ca/HR/ 
ehs. 

Developed by EHS manager 
Geoff Byford and colleagues, the 
manual consolidates all University 
safety policies that are essential for 
occupational safety, environmental 
protection and regulatory compli-
ance. It is the outcome of a year· 
long consultative process involving 
all employee groups, safety com-
mittee personnel and other em-
ployees. 

Anyone with questions can call 
Byford at Ext. 2048. 



~E 'I' 'I' ER S 
ICE SHEET HAS 
SURVIVED PAST FIVE 
INTERGLACIAL PERIODS 
To answer the first question in Bren-
dan Myers's Nov. 22 letter to 
@Guelph, yes, I do have house insur-
ance. But I don't sec how this relates 
to climate change poJiqr. The Kyoto 
Protocol costs a Jot, does nothing to 
prevent damages and pays no com-
pensation in the event of calamity. If 
that's what my broker was offering, I 
wouldn't CarT}' insurance. Fortu-
nately, he offers a policy that doesn't 
cost much and pays me compensa-
tion in the eventofclisaster. If some-
one were to propose that sort of pol-
icy for global warming, J would be 
all for it. So far, in fact, I seem to be 
the onJy one advocating it. 

No one doubts carbon dioxide is 
a greenhouse gas. The real question 
is how sensitive the climate is to 
changes in atmospheric radiative 
forcing. Much of the debate centres 
on the strength of the water vapour 
feedback process. A recent study 
(Hu et al, Geophysical Research Let-
ters 2000) found that it is about haJf 
as strong as has been assumed by cli-
mate modellers. 

The west Antarctic ice sheet 
(WATS) has not collapsed in any of 
the previous five interglacial peri-
ods, even though they were, on aver-
age, about 2 C warmer than the 
present one (Petit et al, Nature 
1999). 

It might collapse during this ( un-
usually long) one, but it won't hap-
pen in the foreseeable future 
(Huybrecbts and de Walde, /oumal 
of Climate 1999). 'f.he only sure pro-
teCFtion for the WAIS would be an· 
other ice age, but one hardly wishes 
for that. 

As for Mr. Myers1s "massive 
earth stewardship initiative" with its 
"rearrangement of our economic 
priorities," all I can say is that I try 

to focus on little problems with fea-
sible solutions. I'll leave the job of 
inventing grand schemes for saving 
the world to philosophers. 

Prof. Ross McKitrick 
Department of Economics 

PENSION PLAN 
INTEGRATED 
After reading the letter by Prof. 
Peter Egelstaff in the Nov. 8 issue of 
@Guelph, we are speechless that a 
former chair of the pensions com-
mittee of the University of Guelph 
Retirees Association would neglect 
to mention that the U of G pension 
plan is integrated with the Canada 
Pension Plan. This permits Univer-
sity pension officiais to deduct CPP 
benefits from the U of G'Pensions of 
all retirees and surviving spouses 
when they reach age 65. This gives 
rise to the ever-increasing arnonnts 
of actuarial surplus in the Universi~ 
tis pension funds. 

To be fa ir to all retirees and sur-
viving spouses, the pensions of all 
retirees must be at the same level of 
pension benefits before the deduc-
tion of CPP benefits is exercised at 
age 65; i.e., 20 per cent per year of 
service, fuJly indexed. 

Jt appears to us that Peter 
Egelstaff, among others, is com-
pletely unaware of the differences 
between an integrated pension and 
an unintegrated pension. 

Tom lane and 
Murray MacGregor 

Retired OAC professors 

• * * 
@Guelph welcomes letters to the 
editor. They should be limited to 
500 words, signed by the author and 
submitted electronically. @Guelph 
reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, style and clarity. Submit let· 
ters to Barbara Chance at bchance@ 
exec.adrnin.uoguelph.ca. 

So beautiful no other 
diamond can compare. 

It's the world's most 

perfectly cut diamond. 

'1J:1J The magic is in 

V the incomparable 

bri lliance, fire 

and sci nti I lation it 

displays. It's the best that 

life has to offer. 

HE AR T S ON FIRE" 

'l> i.; m " n ti' ~ 

EXCLUSIVELY AT 

KNAR JEWELLERY 
56 ST. GEORGE'S SQUARE, GUELPH 

(next to Royal B<1nk) 
IS19) 821-7982 

Family Studies Grad 
Comes Full Circle 
Harshman scholar returns as speaker in foundation's lecture series 

WHEN SHE GRADUATED from u 
of G nearly 20 years ago, 

Shelle)' MacDerrnid received a gift 
from a family she had never met: a 
Harshman Foundation scholarship. 

The foundation, established by 
businessman H.H. Harshman and 
now run by his wife, Grace, and son, 
Peter, has been providing scholar-
ships to undergraduate and graduate 
students in the Department ofFamily 
Relations and Applied Nutrition 
since the early 1960s. MacDermid 
says the money and recognition were 
a "big confidence booster" and an en-
dorsement that her choice to attend 
graduate school in the United States 
was a correct one. At the time, there 
was no graduate program in family 
studies in Canada, she says. 

Jes fitting, then, that MacDermid 
was invited back to her alma mater 
nearly n.vo decades later as guest 
speaker in the Harshman Lecture Se· 
ries, supported by the same family 
and foundation that provided her 
with that scholarship those many 
years ago. The lecture series has been 
held regularly since 1978, but this 
year marked the first lecture of the 
new millennium and the first hosted 
by the College of Social and Applied 
Human Sciences. 

MacDermid spoke on families 
and work, a topic that she studied as 

an undergraduate at U of G and that 
is now a primary focus of her work as 
director of the Centre for Families at 
Purdue University. The centre is 
similar to Guelph's Centre for Fami· 
lies, Work and Well-Being, a co-
sponsor of the Harshman Lecture Se-
ries. Coincidentally, Prof. Donna 
Lero, co-director of the U ofG centre, 
is a Purdue graduate who sits on the 
advisory committee of MacDermid's 
facility. 

MaoDermid says her visit to 
Guelph was truly a "coming full cir-
cle" experience for herself and others. 
" I was born and raised in Stratford, 
but this was my first official visit back 
to Guelph since I graduated," she 
says. 

After receiving a bachelor of ap-
plied science from Guelph in 1982, 
MacDermid attended graduate 
school at Penn State and later joined 
Purdue's faculty. She has directed its 
Centre for Families for seven years. 

"Fm very pleased that U of G has 
the Centre for Families, Work and 
Well-Being now," she says. " I think 
it's a wonderful step." 

Purdue's centre focuses on mak-
ing services provided to families in 
Indiana more efficient and making 
sure that educators, employers and 
policy-makers are more aware of is-
sues facing families. 

MacDermid, whose U of G lec-
ture was titled "Forward Into Yes-
terday: Families and Work in the 
21" Century," says it's important 
to remember that there's nothing 
new about the ongoing struggle of 
juggling work and family. 

"To deal with the future, we 
need to take a long look at the 
past," she says. "The 'family unit' 
has been around since earliest re-
corded history, and families are in-
credibly resilient. I worry about 
the kind of world families have to 
exist in, not so much whether the 
family will survive. It's up to us to 
dictate what challenges families 
will face. These are not random 
things for the mos~ part." 

MacDermid says the purpose 
of facilities like the Centre for 
Families, Work and Well-Being 
and the centre at Purdue is to edu-
cate and influence those who help 
dictate what kinds of struggles 
families will face. A key part of that 
is educating policy-makers, she 
says, but equally important is edu-
cating the general public about the 
importance of families. 

"Societal attitudes affect policy 
and how people are treated and 
what things families can expect to 
confront." 

BY LORI BONA HUNT 

@GUELPH PUBLICATIDN SCHEDULE 
Publication Date Deadline Publication Date Deadline Publication Date Deadline 

Jan. 17 Jan. 8 Feb. 28 Feb. 19 April II April2 

Jan. 31 Jan. 22 March 14 March5 April 25 April 16 
Feb. 14 Feb. 5 March 28 March a9 May9 April 20 

Warm up to ouru<t 
Winter Conf ere nee Package 

November - December - January 

Conference Package Special 
Overnight accommodations / Hot & Cold Breakfast Buffet 
Hot & Cold Lunch Buffet / Group Menu Dinners 

$145.00 * 
per person 
single occupancy 

Main Meeting Room 
3 Breaks with coffee. tea, Juice or soff drinks 
Complimentary Audio /Visual Equipment 

Day Meeting Package Special 
Main Meeting Room 
Coffee Break on Arrival 
Morning Coffee Refresh 
Hot & Cold Lunch Buffet 
Complimentary Audio / Visual Equipment 

$39.00 * 
per person 

* Both Packages include all taxes & gratuities 

HOCKlEY HIGHlANDS 
?oc~H~ea~9~ono 
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For Inquiries and Reservations, 
Please phone (519) 941 -9880 
Toll-free (800) 767-8071 
www.hockleyhighlands.com 
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FOR SALE 

Christmas trees, six to eight feet, 
fr~hly cut or harvest your own, 15 
mmutes north of Guelph off High-
way 6, 843-5915. 

Pine double futon, includes navy 
cover, excellent condition, will 
deliver and assemble in Guelph, 
David, Ext. 2709, 836-6309 evenings 
or dhardie@uoguelph.ca. 

Fourteen-inch colour TV, used only 
a few times, Yvonne, 836-7289. 

Thirty-inch white Moffat stove, cof-
fee and end tables, chrome kitchen 
set, single bed, stereo speakers, 
motorbike helmet, bicycle, all in 
good condition, Ext. 3561, 82 1-5412 
after 5 p.m. or belosic@plant. 
uoguelph.ca. 

Four Michelin Arctic Alpin 195/60 
Rl4 snow tires, rims and wheel cov-
ers for a Volkswagen Jetta, used less 
than four months, 824-5094. 

Octagonal pool table, slate top, pro-
fessional quality and design, like 
new, accessories include convertible 
dining/card/game top, 823-1690. 

IBM 2628-2TU ThinkPad Pentium 

1997 Ford Windstar GL, green, fully 
loaded, extended service plan until 
Dec. 27, 2002, full maintenance 
record, 37,800 kilometres, Qingxia, 
Ext. 4956 or send e-mail to 
qwei@uoguelph.ca. 

Happy down dollies, Mollie, Ext. 
6760, or Charity, 856-4049. 

FOR RENT 

Furnished three-bedroom house, 
non-smokers, available immedi-
ately, $1,200 a month inclusive, 
836-8961 or trosenda@ uoguelph.ca. 

One bedroom in seven-year-old 
shared house, available now, parking 
and laundry, near bus stop, non-
smokers, no pets, first and last 
required, $375 a month inclusive, 
Daryl, 760-2406 after 2:30 p.m. 

Furnished one-bedroom main-floor 
apartment in century stone house, 
ensuite bath, study, parking, five-
minute walk to campus, $1,100 a 
month inclusive, available Jan. 1, 
821-5096. 

Three-bedroom house on quiet 
street, dose to downtown and bus 
routes, short-term lease from 
December to March 31, $900 a 

WANTED 

Loving, experienced individual to 
provide full-time care for two chil-
dren, ages seven months and five 
months, in ow home, Moira, 763-
4890. 

Part-time child care and light house-
keeping in my home, afternoons, 
Ext. 3438 or 763-7430. 

Reasonably priced upright piano for 
Santa to bring to a young family, 
Angela, 836-0877. 

Fonner U of G Camera Club mem-
ber looking for 35 mm SLR camera 
equipment, circa 19701 Olympus, 
Zeiss and Nikon lenses, 519-699-
5748 (Waterloo) or t.ewert@sympa-
tico.ca. 

Classifieds is a free service available 
to staff, faculty, students, alumni 
and retirees of the University. Sub-
mit items to Linda Graham on Level 
4 of the University Centre, fax to 
824-7962 or send e-mail to lgra-
ham@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca. For 
external and commercial advertis-
ing, call Brian Downey at Ext. 6665 
or send e-mail to bdowney@ 
exec.admin.uoguelph.ca. 

lll laptop computer, SO MHz, 64MB month plus utilities, 821-8394. 
RAM, six-gig drive, 24-speed 
CD-ROM, 56K modem, Windows 
2000, 12-inch screen, never used, 
still in ho_,!, Natalie Qr amie, 
763-8182. 

Yam aha amp/receiver, Kenwood 
tape deck; ADC I I-band equalizer, 
two speakers; medium-size foldable 
dog cage with base pen, mint condi-
tion, 787-2797 orwfung@uoguelph. 
ca. 

~ I -
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_ 15 Surrey St. Weot, Unit 3A 

SHEJUIAH LAI Guelph, ON NIH SRS 
C-eMeOcioe Phone: (519) 763-8340 
5~~C:~ Fu: (619) 7&:J.9047 

it~~/· · 

WEIBINYO\J 
Gfti'leseMedcine 

&Acupuncture 
Spec:lalist 

Abacus Computers is proud to present the power and versatility of the Gateway 
lineup to the Guelph area. With the ability to choose from hundreds of software 
and peripheral products, Gateway is sure to be able to meet your reqwrements 
Call us today to have one of our Gateway specialist help you personalize your 
system or go to www:gateway.com/ ca and configure your own Gateway sys tem 
and then call us at 519-837-1350! 

lmlmmAbacu1 
IWilllliJ Computc11 

Your sotmt ill G11elph 011d J11rro1111di11g area far 
Gatewqy prodt1clJ; peripherals and soft1vare 

485 Silvercreek Parkway North, Guelph, Ontario N1H 71<5 
519 837-1350 www:abacus c.on.ca 
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• Reading and WriJiug before Grade one 
• Low Student I Teacher Ratio 
• Strong Academics - Math, Geometry, 

Geography, Botany, Cu/lure and more 
• French, Karate, Murie and many extras 
• For children 2.5 years to Grade six 

.__....Vs This Bo....,, S.ason 
for Plump,.,,,,...,,_ ........ 
TURKEY 'YULE' LOVE 

Try fresh once, 
you'll never buy frozen agsln 

..,. ... n11 ..,.,, toorar ~--~· r • ...,,._ orar.- -re-. 
GUELPH POULTRY MARKET 

Mon.-Wed. !H 
Tlm.·fri. !Mi 
Sal !Mi 
Stl'I. Cfosed 

Kortright just off the Hanlon 
J• j. Kortright Plaza 

763-2284 

I\ RE.\L ES'l .\TE --
E:\PERIF\CF COL i\TS 

FOR THE GUELPH AREA 
LET BILL'S EXPERIENCE 

WORK FOR YOU! 
#1 in Sales Ends (Individual Unassisted Sales) 
1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
Top lOOinCanada -"Canada'sBestReal 
Estate Performers" (stood 77 out of82,000 
agents in 1992) · 
When Buying or Selling. call BILL 

824-9050 
E-mail: bgreen@royalcity.com 

k JH n \I. < I I ' RF \I. 1 ' I I\ II IT D --
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ARBORETUM 

Amateur astronomer John 
Dak opoulos will lead a two-evening 
workshop on winter stargazing Jan. 
16 and 18 from 7 to 9 p.m. Cost is 
$25. Registration and payment are 
required by Jan. 9. Call Ext . 4110. 

Owls are the focus of t\\IO workshops 
led by naturalist Chris Earley in 
January. He will offer two sessions of 
the program "Night Stalker's Owl 
Prowl" Jan. 26 and 27 from 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Cost is $12 for adults, $6 for 
children and $30 for a family of four. 
RegiSler by Jan. 18. On Jan. 31, he 
leads an all-day adult workshop on 
owls, to be followed by an evening 
owl prowl. Cost is $63. Registration 
and payment are required by Jan. 24. 

ART CENTRE 

The Macdonald Stewart Art Centre 
presents a touring exhibition of 
world-renowned major photogra-
phy from the National Gallery of 
Canada until Jan. 2 L 

CONFERENCE 

U of G will host the 20"' annual 
Organic Agriculture Conference Jan. 
25 to 28. lt features a training course, 
seminars and workshops, including 
a keynote talk by Prof Ann Clark, 
Plant Agriculture, on "The Road 
Ahead for Organic Agriculture." 
Clark will also be a panellist for the 
conference's annual public forum, 
which this year will focus on "The 
Global Challenge for Organic Farm-
ing Systems." For more information, 
call Ext. 2558 or visit the Web site 
www.gks.com/OrgConf. 

NOTICES 

The U of G Library will operate on a 
reduced schedule and with limited 
services during the holiday and 
bet\veen-semester period. From 
Dec. 16 to 23, McLaughlin will be 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.rn. Mon-
day to Friday and noon to 7 p.m. on 
the weekend. The Veterinary Science 
Library will be open 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday to Friday and closed 
on the weekend. Both libraries are 

closed Dec. 24 to 26, open Dec. 27 to 
29 from noon to 5 p.m. and closed 
Dec. 30 to Jan. I. 

Materials and Manufacturing 
Ontario has announced a new 
entrepreneurial fellowship for 
students graduating with 
bachelor's degree who wish to 
undertake an entrepreneurial 
activity designed to create a new 
product and found a new business. 
Application deadline is Jan. S. For 
information, visit the Web site www. 
mmo.on.ca/offer.htm. 

The Ontario Institute of Agrologists 
presents "Agri-Food Initiatives: 
Positive Measures and Practical 
Solutions" Jan. 22 at the Conference 
Centre at 1 Stone Rd. W. The day 
will feature a keynote speaker, a 
panel discussion and small-group 
workshops. Cost is $100 before Dec. 
15, $120 after, and $60 for students. 
For information, call the OlA at 
826-4226, send e-mail to Pag@oia. 
on.ca or visit the Web site www. 
ruralonline.on.ca. 

SEMINARS 

The Department of Microbiology 
seminar series continues with Jun 
Liu of the University ofToronto dis-
cussing "Mycobacterial Cell Wall: 
Structure, Function and Environ-
mental Adaptation" Dec. 7 at 11 a.m. 
in MacNaughton 121. 

Next up in the biochemistry seminar 
series is graduate student Heather 
McDiarmid examining "Develop-
ment of Rat Mammary and Oral Cell 
Lines fo r In Vitro Mutagenesis 
Assays" Dec. 7 at noon in 
MacNaughton 203. 

The Plant Biology Council seminar 
se ries presents Loma Woodrow of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
discussing "Plant Physiology and the 
Pursuit ofBetterTofun Dec. 7 at2:30 
p.m. in Thornbrough 1307. 

TEACHING SUPPORT 

Teaching Support Services' fall series 
of learning technologies workshops 

wraps up this month with "WebCT: 
The Basics" Dec. 18 and "WebCT: 
What's New in 2. 1" Dec. 19. For full 
details or to register, visit the Web 
site WW\'/.tss.uoguelph.ca. 

THESIS DEFENCES 

The final examination of Michelle 
Campbell, an M.Sc. candidate in the 
Department of Zoology, is Dec. 7 at 
9 a.m. in Axelrod 26SA. The thesis is 
"Legislation: The Cornerstone for 
Biodiversity Conservation and Man-
agement in Canada." The adviser is 
Prof. Vernon Thomas. 

The final examination of MA candi-
date Brendan Myers, Department of 
Philosophy, is Dec. 8 at 2 p.m. in 
MacKinnon 132. The thesis is "Ani-
mism, Spirit and Environmental 
Activism." The adviser is Prof. Peter 
Loptson. 

The final examination of Melissa 
Evanson, an M.Sc. candidate in the 
Department of Zoology, is Dec. 8 at 
2 p.m. in Axelrod 265A. The thesis is 
"Effects of Selected Polycyclic Aro-
matic Hydrocarbons on Testoster-
one Production in Goldfish and 
Rainbow Trout." The adviser is Prof. 
Glen Van Der Kraak. 

The final examination of PhD candi-
date Alessandra Stella, Animal and 
Poultry Science, is Dec. 12 at 9 a.m. 
in Animal Science and Nutrition 
141. The thesis is "Strategies for 
Applying Marker-Assisted Selec-
tions in Nucleus Breeding Schemes 
in Dairy Cattle." The adviser is Prof. 
Gerald Jansen. 

The final examination of Kwasi 
Nyarko, a PhD candidate in the 
Deparunent of Biomedical Sciences, 
is Dec. 12 at 9 a.m. in OVC 1642. 
The thesis is "Bovine Platelets: Acti-
vation and Signalling Mechanisms." 
The adviser is Prof. Rodney Gentry. 

Shannon Fenton, a PhD candidate in 
the Department of Psychology, will 
give an oral presentation for her 
qualifying exam Dec. 13 at I p.m. in 
MacKinnon 31 l . The title of the 
integrative paper is "Perspectives on 

Adaptation and Their Implications 
for Intervention." The advisers are 
Profs. Ben Gottlieb and Barbara 
Morrongiello. 

The final examination of M.Sc. can-
didate Paul Vecsei, Department of 
Zoology, is Dec. 13 at 2 p.m. in Axel-
rod 265A. The thesis is "Sexual 
Dimorphism of North American 
Sturgeons (Acipemer Species)." The 
adviser is Prof. David Noakes. 

The final examination of Carolyn 
Byrne, a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Family Relations and 
Applied Nutrition, is Dec.14 at 9:30 
a.m. in HAFA 331. The thesis is 
"Parental Depression: Meaning and 
Agency in Family Relationships." 
The adviser is Prof. Leon Kuczynski. 

The final examination of M.Sc. can-
didate Natasha Frick, Zoology, is 
Dec. 14 at 9:30 a.m. in Axelrod 265A. 
The thesis is "Nitrogen Metabolism 
and Excretion in the Mangrove Killi-
fish Riv1Jlus marmoratus." The 
adviser is Prof. Pat Wright. 

The final examination of PhD candi-
date Michelle Gilpin, Psychology, is 
Dec. 14 at 1 p.m. in MacKinnon 311. 
The thesis is •(social Support, Thera-
peutic Engagement and Attribution: 
Their Mediating Role in the Compe-
tence and Stress of Parents of Chil-
dren With Disabilities." The adviser 
is Prof. Michael Sobol. 

The final examination of Holly 
Dolan, a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Geography, is Dec. 
14 at 1:30 p.m. in Hutt 234. 1lhe the-
sis is "Water Use Decision-Making: 
The Adoption of Rural Water Con-
servation Practices in Southwestern 
Ontario." The adviser is Prof. Reid 
KreutzWise r. 

The final examination of M.Sc. can-
didate Tammy Oakley, Family Rela-
tions and Applied Nutrition, is Dec. 
15 at 1:30 p.m. in HAFA 331. The 
thesis is "M ultisystemic Therapy for 
High-Risk Young Offenders: An 
Exploration of School Outcomes." 
The adviser is Prof. Bruce Ryan. 

The final examination of Cynthia 
Davis, a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Psychology, is Dec. 
19 at 10 a.m. in MacKinnon 311. 
The thesis is "Women's Accounts of 
Resilience Following Child Sexual 
Abuse: A Narrative Study." The 
adviser is Prof. Michael Sobol. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Tickets for the Guelph Arts Coun-
cil's annual fund-raiser, F!te 
Romantique, are now on sale. Grand 
prize is an elegant dinner for six in a 
local heritage home. Tickets are $10 
each or three for $25 and are avail-
able at the Guelph Artisans Store, 
the Framing and Art Centre and by 
calling the council's office at 
836-3280. 

The Waterloo-Wellington Wild-
flower Society will hold its annual 
members' night program Dec. 20 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Arboretum Centre. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Rock\vood's eighth annual Farmers' 
Parade of Lights is Dec. 14 beginning 
at 7 p.m. just north of Rockwood on 
County Road 27. 

The BME black history series "From 
Slavery to Present"continues Dec. 
IO and 17 at 1:30 p.m. at the British 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 83 
Essex St. Everyone is welcome. 

The 0Vt:r Tones Ladies Barbershop 
Chorus of Guelph presents "Christ-
mas at the Follies" Dec. 9 at 2 and 
7:30 p.m. at the River Run Centre. 
For tickets, call 763- 3000. 

Emanuel's Christmas Dinner Thea-
tre, a community fund-raiser for 
Ward I, will be held Dec. 16 at6p.m. 
at the Tytler Public School gymna-
sium. Tickets are $5 and are avail-
able at Le Bottega and the Flour Bar-
rel. 

Noel Edison conducts the Elora Fes-
tival Singers, orchestra and soloists 
in "A Village Messiah" Dec. 9 at 8 
p.m. at the Church of St. Mary 
Immacmlate in Elora. For tickets, call 
846-9694. 

Book on Greek Mythology a Tribute to Classicist 
Published lectures of Prof John Bell will illuminate the meaning of myths for generations of students to come 

THIRTEEN YEARS after Prof. John 
Bell gave his last lecture on 

classical mythology at U of G, his 
insights have been collected into a 
book that will illuminate the 
meaning of myths fo r generations of 
students to come. 

A11 Introduction to Greek Mytliol-
ogy: Story, Symbols and Culture was 
compiled and edited by t\vo of the 
late professor's colleagues, Prof. 
Padraig O'Gleirigh and professor 
emeritus Rex Barrell, School of Lan-
guages and Literatures. 

They began to prepare the 

manuscript a decade ago, based on 
tape-recordings of Bell's lectures and 
course notes, and continued their 
collaborative work as their schedules 
allowed until 1998. 

The work is described in the pref-
ace as "an act of homage to a col-
league whose untimely death in 1987 
deprived the University community 
and society in general of one of its 
brightest lights." 

The editors say the book fills a 
need for an introduction to Greek 
mythology that goes beyond the sim-
ple retelling of the old stories and 

shows the meaning emerging from 
the myths by a straightforward appli-
cation of structural analysis. They 
write: " ... we have here in miniature 
an examination of eternal truths 
with which every human being must 
intimately be concerned." 

O'Cleirigh, who has taught the 
classical mythology course since 
Bell's death, plans to integrate the 
book into the course content and 
build on its arguments, "espec ially 
the more provocative ones." 

A native of Scotland, Bell came to 
Canada in 1966. He earned an MA at 

the University of Western Ontario, 
then went on to doctoral work at the 
University of Toronto and Univer-
sity of Calgary before coming to 
Guelph as an assistant professor in 
1972. 

"He made a major contribution 
to the establishment of the new pro-
gram in classical studies here," says 
O'Cleirigh, "and for many Guelph 
students, his name became synony-
mous with his course on the Greek 
myths." 

In 1980, Bell became chair of the 
Department of Languages and Lit-
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eratures and served in that capacity 
until his death. 

A gifted teacher, scholar and ad-
ministrator, Bell won an Ontario 
Confederation of University Faculty 
Associations teaching award for 1976 
and an inaugural 3M Fellowship in 
1986. 

His memory lives on at U of G 
through the John Bell Award for in-
spired, innovative teaching and the 
J.M. Bell Scholarship for superior 
undergraduate academic perform-
ance in classics. 

BY STACEY CURRY GUNN 
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