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3 COLLEGE of Arts honours two 
for. exceUence in teaching. 

4 WALKERTON tragedy 
highlights need for better 
groundwater protection. 

5 PSYCHIATRIST nurtures trees 
and his spirit in the woods. 

8 A CRITICAL mass of physics 
educators is headed for U of G. 

SALT 
Committee 
Appointed 
ASTEERING COMM ITTEE with 

representation from across 
campus has been established to 
oversee the design and construction 
of U of G's new Sciences and 
Advanced Learning and Training 
(SALT) Complex. 

The complex, which has received 
funding from the provincial Super-
Build Growth Fund, is to be located 
between the Axelrod Building and 
South Ring Road. The project wiU 
also involve extensive renovations 
to the Gordon Street side of the Ax-
elrod Building and construction of a 
large lecture theatre. 

Co-chairs of the SALT steering 
committee are CBS dean Bob 
Sheath and CPES dean Bob 
McCrindle. Members are Geoff 
Byford, manager of Environmental 
Health and Safety; Prof. Julia 
Christensen Hughes, director of 
Teaching Support Services; Prof. 
Anthony Clarke, chair of the De-
partment of Microbiology; Prof. 
Ross Hallett, assistant vice-
president (research infrastructure 
programs); Dan MaclachJan, acting 
director of Planning Engineering 
and Construction; Prof. Chris 
McKenna, chair of the Department 
of Economics; Prof. Joe Mokanski, 
chair of the Depanment of Mathe-
matics and Statistics; William Rowe, 
senior manager of development for 
CBS and CPES; Nancy Sullivan, 
vice-president (finance and admini-
stration); Prof. James Taylor, Land-
scape Architecture; Prof. Glen Van 
Der Kraak, Zoology, chair of the 
Senate Committee on University 
Planning; Prof. Alan Wildeman, 
MolecuJar Biology and Genetics, di-
rector of the Food System Biotech-
nology Centre; Prof. Ann Wilson, 
Literatures and Performance Stud-

Continued on page 7 

Growing better gardeners in Guelph and Wellington County is the goal of master gardeners s uch as Lili 
Campagnolo, left, Mary Beverley·Burton, centre, and Maria Hilts, shown here with a Scottish thistle in Hiits's 
home garden. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

Getting Down to Earth 
Master gardeners share their expertise with the community 

MASTER GARDENER Lili 
Campagnolo hadn't heard a 

question quite like this one. As with 
many queries made to the local 
chapter of gardening gurus, this 
particular caller wanted to know 
about rurf management. But there 
was a twist: How do you start a 
soccer field in South Africa? 

'We all looked around and said, 
'Well, you have to start with grass,"' 
laughs Campagnolo. A clerk in 
Revenue Control, she is one of about 
10 members of Guelph and Welling-
ton County Master Gardeners affili-
ated with U of G, either directly or 
through their spouses. 

That number accounts for about 
one-quarter of the members in the 
local chapter of this organization of 
volunteers designed to help grow 
better gardeners across the province 
and, indeed, across the country. 

U of G is also home to the local 
group, provides courses for budding 
master gardeners and serves as an 
important resource for members 
and, by extension, for area garden-
ers. 

The program began in Washing· 
ton State in 1972, with volunteers 
providing gardening advice. Master 
Gardeners of Ontario Inc., affiliated 
with the Ontario Horticultural Asso-
ciation, includes 38 chapters with 
more than 750 volunteer members 
in all. 

Campagnolo has been involved 
with the local chapter since it was 
launched in Guelph fow years ago 
by retired -zoology professor Mary 

Beverley-Burton and Maria Hilts, a 
registered nurse in Student Health 
Services. Both had previously been 
attending gatherings of the Kitche· 
ner chapter. Says Hilts: 'We 
thought, 'Why can't we have a group 
in Guelph?"' 

Although the chapter began un-
der the wing of the Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and Rwal Af-
fairs, it has operated independently 
for most ofits existence, based at the 
Guelph Turfgrass Institute. 

The local program is one of the 
few in Canada based at a university, 
which offers a number of benefits. 
The U of G ties give chapter mem· 
hers ready access to individual fac-
ulty members and to such groups as 
the Turfgrass Institute, the Arbore-
tum and the Pest Diagnostic Clinic. 
Speakers at chapter gatherings have 
included Profs. Terry Gillespie, Land 
Resource Science, Larry Peter.son, 
Botany, and Glen Lumis, Horticul-
tural Science. 

Chapter volunteers serve local 
gardeners in many ways: 

responding to queries on a tele-
phone hotline; 
arranging guest speakers, includ-
ing a public seminar series called 
"A day in the Garden,,.. held in 
March; 
writing occasional guest columns 
for local newspapers; 
staffing a booth at community 
events, including the Macdonald 
Stewart Art Centre's annual Gar-
denscapes tour. the Guelph Fann-
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ers' Market (Saturday mornings 
through May and June) and the 
Guelph Home Show; 
running a spring plant sale; 
organizing and judging the an-
nual Communities in Bloom 
competition; and 
helping community groups such 
as the Evergreen Centre with 
planting and gardening projects. 
Master gardeners are intended as 

a first port of call for gardeners with 
problems or questions. They either 
respond to questions themselves -
often after researching the topic -
or refer the gardener to another in-
formation source. 

"All of us have gardens," says 
Campagnolo, who is assistant co· 
ordinator of the local chapter. "We 
are gardeners, bands-on. It's not just 
book knowledge. We have the depth 
there." 

She stresses that they don't neces· 
sarily diagnose complicated prob· 
lems over the phone, akin to radio 
call-in gardening shows. "The hard-
est thing is identifying diseases over 
the phone - you pretty well have to 
see the plant," says this avid vegeta-
ble grower who has occasionally 
made house calls as a master gar-
dener. 

The program also connects gar-
deners with other resources and ex-
perts on and off campus. 

"I think the title master gardener 
is a little presumptuous," says Hilts. 
who propagates plants for her 

Contin 11ed on pnge 7 

PREA 
Awards 
to Two 
Botanist, physicist receive 
new support for research _ 

Two MORE Guelph professors 
have received Premier's 

Research Excellence Awards 
(PREA) from the Ministry of 
Energy, Science and Technology to 
expand their research programs, 
Guelph-Wellington MPP Brenda 
Elliott announced June 29 on 
campus. 

Profs. Brian Husband, Botany, 
and Elisabeth Nicol, Physics, will 
each receive $100,000 from PREA 
and $50,000 in matching funds 
from UofG. 

'"the University of Guelph's 'QO· 
s\ti.on as Canada's scc.ond.-m os\ 
research-Uuensive university Ls due 
to the quality of our researchers and 
scholars," said president Mordechai 
Rozanski. "The fact that seven of 
our faculty are PREA winners is tes· 
timony to this. The PREA awards 
are an investment in our brightest 
researchers and an investment in 
the future intellectual capital and 
economic well-being of our prov-
ince. I salute the provincial govern-
ment for the initiative it has 
displayed in creating this program, 
and I congratulate our latest rwo 
wmners 

To date, seven U of G faculty 
members have received the awards, 
bringing the total to $ l.05 million. 

Husband's research project -
"Caw es and Consequences of Plant 
Genome Duplication" - focuses 
on how genome duplications (poly-
ploidy) arise and lead to new spe-
cies. The results will contribute to 
understanding evolution and the 
origins of biological diversity in 
plants and animals, and may ulti· 
mately lead to new tools for evaluat-
ing environmental impact and 
improving crops. The PREA fund-
ing will support a PhD student and 
a post-doctoral fellow to investigate 
the pathways and rates of fo rmation 
of polyploids. 

"'During the last several years, it 
has been particularly difficult to 
fund our research programs in ecol-
ogy and evolution," said Husband. 
"I am very pleased that the provin-
cial government and the University. 
which is providing matching funds, 
have recognized the importance of 
supporting such research and train-
ing. I am confident that this award 

Contin11ed on page 6 



OVERSEAS 
SHIPPING 

K-W 
INTERNATIONAL 
SHIPPING INC. 

• Container 
• Air Cargo 
• Marine Insurance 

Phone: (519) 895-0340 
Fax: (519) 895-0343 

P.O. Box 1071 Kitchener 
Ont N2G4G1 • Overseas Moving 

62 McBrine Place, Unit# 17 

J. Martin Van Dam • 
52 Waverley Drive IW~_. 
Guelph, ON NlE 6C6 ~·-
Phone: (519) 836-0462 Wentworth 
Toll Free: 1-800-463-5386 FINANCIAl SERVICES INC. 

RETIREMENT and FINANCIAL PLANNING 
RETIREMENT OPTIONS • RRSPs 

INVESTMENTS• MUTUAL FUNDS • TERM DEPOSITS 

HOME CLEAN HOME 
• CARPETS 

~ • UPHOLSTERY 
---~ •• AREA RUGS 

AIR DUCT CLEANING 

RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL 836-7 340 Voler1e Poulton 

SERVING WELLINGTON-WATERLOO @ 1-800-663-9990 

IN REAL ESTATE-
EXPERIE:\CE COUNTS 
$499,900 Hobby Farm/Pus/inch Township 

Channing 1874 Victorian farmhouse, 3,100 sq. ft., 21 rolling open 
and treed acres, 84 x 47 barn with horse box staJls and loose housing, 
66 x 20 drive shed, fenced paddocks and dressage ring. House has 

Bill.GREEN 
8 .Sc.(Ap.). '71 OAC, 

Auoc. Blok.a 

wonderful sized formal rooms, 3 baths, 3 
bedrooms (master with private outdoor balcony, 
fireplace and ensuite), main noor office and 
family room, modem kitchen, rec room and 4th 
bedroom in basement The living and dining room 
offers an incredible view of the pond, trees, patios, 
gazebo and flagstone pathways. Wonderful 
location for commuters. A beautiful property!! 

824-9050 
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666 Woolwich Street, 
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ORT 
Campbell lauded for academic leadership 

THE LAST SENATE MEETING of the academic. year 
June 20 also marked the last meeting attended by 

Prof. Iain Campbell in bis capacity as provost and 
vice-president' (academic). 

down as vice-president (research) this year, and retiring 
deans Bob McCrindle of the College of Physical and En-
gineering Science and Mjchael Nightingale of the Col-
lege of Social and Applied Human Sciences. 

fn turn, provost designate Prof. Afastaif Summerlee 
lauded Campbell for his outstanding academic leader-
ship, a sentiment that was echoed by senators with a 
standing ovation. 

Campbell, who chaired the meeting, offered his 
thanks to senators and all U of G fu~ulty for their sup-
port over the past five years. Me made special n ote of the 
contributions made by Prof. Larry Milligan, who steps 

DIPLOMA ENROLMENT UP 
Summerlee told Senate that en-

rolments for fall 2000 are very dose 
to targets and he is confident the 
targets will be met. Enrolments in 
the diploma program are up, which 
is gratifying after a number of years 
of no increases at all, he saJd 

He noted that residential ac-
commodation will be tight this year 
and that there will be students in ex-
panded space initially. At present, 
the housing market in the private 
sector is reasonably buoyant 

Smm:nerlee also reviewed the 
progress of Colleague, U of G's new 
stude,nt information system, and 
acknowledged a ownber of frustra-
tions that faculty and staff have 
faced in recent months. One frus-
tration has been access, he said. Col-
league can be accessed using nvo 
different interfaces - FrontView 
and WebAdvisor. FrontView is an 
expensive option because the Uni-
versity must have a licence for every 
Colleague desktop installation and 
active database session. As a result, 
there has been limited access 
th:rou%h this interface. h e said. 'The 
University has moved instead to 
WebAdviso~ which is cheaper be-
cause it uses a database licence only 
for the brief moment after a request 
has been submitted from the 
browser. Thus, it gives U ofG bi:oad 
access with only a few licences. 

WebAdvisor has been released at 
a co,ntrolled pace because the tJni-
versity needed to ensure that the 

system wasn't overloaded and that 
each module worked and was se-
cure, said Summerlee. Beginning 
last October, undergraduates have 
been using WebAdvisor under con-
trolled conditions to select courses 
and to drop and add. More than 95 
per cent of students who have used 
Web.Advisor prefer it over face-to-
face interaction and the traditional 
paper process, he said. Neverthe-
less, direct over-the-counter service 
will continue in the Office ofRegis-
trarial Services. 

WebAdvisor currently allows 
students to search for courses, regis-
ter, drop and add. During the sum-
meF, an updated version of 
WebAdvisor will be made available 
for faculty. They will be able to 
search for comses, look at their class 
rosters in "real time," change their 
passwords and view their class 
schedules. Faculty advisers will also 
be able to view transcripts, approve 
course registration online and view 
degree audit rules for all degrees. 

The absence of degree audit ca-
pabilities in Colleague has been an-
othet source of frustration for 
facuJty and staff, said Summcrlee. 
The main problem is that it has 
been necessary to check student eli-
gibility to graduate by hand. The 
degree audit process is highly com-
plex at Guelph, he said, and it was 
necessary to have all the program 
rules in place before tackling degree 
audit in Colleague. 

Implementation of the process 
will be phased in, beginning in Sep-

tember. Phase I will deal with 
about 90 per cent of students, and 
by the end of winter 2001, all de-
gree audit will be done online ex-
cept for a few special cases. 

Concerns have also been ex-
pressed about legacy data, said 
Summerlee. The complete and ac-
tive record of any student who was 
registered at Guelph in the last 
seven years has been transferred to 
Colleague. All other records are be-
ing stored eh~ctronically using a 
software product calJ.ed InMagic. 
These data will be retrievable but 
not immediately available online. 

Summerlee lauded the "in-
credible amount" of time and ef-
fort that U of G faculty and staff 
have invested in the implementa-
tion of Colleague and said 'he ap-
preciated the patience people have 
shown despite the frustrations cre-
ated by the system. 

REPORTS RECEIVED 
FOR INFORMA:TION 

Senate received for information 
the annual report of the Centre for 
International Programs, the an-
nual report on open learning, and 
reports on the internal reviews 
conducted in die Department of 
Consumer Studies and the Depait-
ment of Sociology and Anthropol-
ogy. Prof. Glen Van Der Kraak, 
Ghair ot the Senate Committee on 
U'n.iversity Planning, noted that 
both internal reviews were very 
positive and provided some direc~ 
tion for the two departments. 

Interim VP Announced 
PROF. Roe McLAUGHLIN, dean 

of the Ontario Agricultural 
College, has agreed to serve as 
vice-president (alumni affairs and 
developmenti) on an interim basis 
beginning in August, president 
Mordechai Rozanski announced last 
week. 

"Rob will provide the University 
with the leadership necessary to 
maintain and advance its achieve-
ments in alumni affairs and develop-
ment while the search for a new 
vice-president continues," Rozanski 

said. "As a Guelph alumnus, Rob is 
well-respected both inside and out-
side the University for his commit-
ment to Guelph and for his 
University-wide perspective. In ad-
dition, the University will benefit 
from Rob's successful experience 
with alumni relations and fund-
raising as dean of OAC." 

McLaughlin will work closely 
with the president on the Universi-
ty's development and alumni affairs 
activities and will direct the ongoing 
work of the Alumni House team. "In 

this capacity, he will assist me and 
the board volunteers as we direct the 
Campaign effort," said Rozanski. 
"Communications and Public Af-
fairs will continue to report directly 
tome." 

McLaughlin is currently in the fi-
nal year of his term as dean. OAC's 
decanal search process is already un-
der way and will continue as 
planned, said Rozanski. ll'he provost 
will make an announcement about 
interim arrangements in OAC in the 
near future. 
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ARTS COUNCIL KUDOS 
FOR CONSERVATORY 
{9 of G's restored conserva-
tory bas received an Award 
of Merit in the Guelph Arts 
Counc:il's 2000 Heritage 
Awards Gompefition. The 
awards recognize heritage 
properties that have been 
restored, preserved or de-
veloped. The council com-
mended the preservation of 
the conservatory and the 
replication of the windows, 
the cypress wood and the 
original tile floors, as well as 

the relationship between the struc-
ture and surrounding gardens. 

SUPPORTED LEARNING 
GROUPS EARN AWARD 
U ot'G's supported learning groups 
(SLGs) have received the National 
Program 06 the Year Award from 
the Student Affairs and Services 
Association, a division of the Cana-
dian Association of College and 
University Student Services. The 
award recognizes an innovative 
and creative pcogram that contrib-
utes to student development. Co-
ordinated byMary Wilson, the SLG 
p rogram is targeted at- fir.st-year 
students in high-risk courses and 
aims to help them improve or 
maintain their grades. It began as a 
pilot project in faU 1998 and went 
into full operation in fa.ll 1999. 

TREES TO BE REMOVED 
Four dead spruce trees along Col-
lege Avenue will be removed this 
suuu:ner, says John Reinhart, man-
ager- of Grow1ds. Three of the trees 
are by the crosswalk near Greelman 
Hall; the fourth is by the corner of 
College and Gordon. In the fall, a 
number of dead Norway spruces in 
parking lot 2 behind the library will 
also be removed. 

CIHR OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED 
On June 7, the Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research (OIHR) was 
officially launched by Health Min-
ister Allan Rock. Over the past year, 
OIHR's Interim Governing Coun-
cil has met to discuss a range of top-
ics. Tbe results of these discussions 
are reflected in tfie CIHR Act, 
working papers and a final report. 
These docwnents are available on 
die Web atwww,c:::ihr.ca. A few cop-
ies are also available in the Office of 
the Vice-President (Research). 

EVENTS TO HONOUR COPP 
A reception will be held Aug. 15 to 
celebrate the accomplishments of 
Dave Copp, who i:etires this sum-
mer after 18 years as director of 
athletics. The event runs from 4 to 
6 p.m. in the Gf)!\'hs Sports 
Lounge. RSVP by Aug. 3 to Marilyn 
Langlois at Ext. 3868. On Aug. 18, 
Copp will be honoured with a golf 
day and dinner at the Victoria Park 
East Golf Course. For more infor-
mation, call Janis Ma<;pherson at 
EJCtl. 6133 or send e-mail to 
jmacpher@ath.uoguelph.ca. Any-
one wishing to make a donation 
towards an athletics project being 
planned in Copp 's name can send a 
cheque payable to U of G to 
Langlois or Macpherson. 

Good Teaching Takes 
an Inquisitive Mind 
College of Arts recognizes prof and graduate student with teaching awards 

TIME AND TIME AGAIN, u of G's 
award-winning teachers prove 

the point that it takes an inquisitive 
mind to make a good teacher. The 
most recent verification comes from 
the College of Arts, which has 
awarded its annual teaching award 
to Prof. Danny O'Quinn, Literatures 
and Performance Studies in English, 
and a new graduate student teaching 
award to Jennifer Blair, a master's 
student in the same department. 

Both were surprised by the 
awards, although Blair had an edge 
because she was one of almost a 
dozen students who volunteered to 
write supporting letters for 
O'Quinn's nomination. She has 
taken several of his courses and says 
her own first experience as a teaching 
assistant (TA) was influenced by his 
style of teaching. 

In fact, she was enrolled in one of 
O'Quinn's courses when she began 
working as a TA for Prof. Helen Hoy, 
who is now her adviser. Blair says it 
was a great experience to be marked 
as a student and marking others as a 
teacher at the same time. It gave her a 
new perspective on both roles. 

She says she likes teaching be-
cause it combines articulation) lan-
guage and the literature studies she 
enjoys. "l think the work we're doing 
is important, and it's interesting to 
hear other people's ideas and their 
interpretation of the text " 

Asked to describe 0 1Quinn's 
teaching style, Blair says you'd have 
to sit in on one of his lectures to ap-
preciate how interesting they are. 
'Fhat's the same comment you hear 
from master's student Joanna Cock-
erline and recent BA graduate 
George GrinneU, who spearheaded 
O'Quinn's nomination for the 
teaching award. Both say they were 
overwhelmed by the number of stu-
dents and faculty who volunteered to 
support the nomination. 

O'Quinn's faculty colleagues ap-
plauded his contributions to cur-
riculum development, says Grinnell, 
and many of the student supporters 
said they always left the professor's 
classes feeling amazed by how much 
they'd learned. 

"He has a rare ability to weave to-
gether complex textual and histori-
cal materials and make them 
meaningful on a number of levels," 
says Cockerline. She says O'Quinn's 
lectures seem to grow as he invites 
student input and encourages a high 
level of analysis. 

"Sometimes you'U wonder 
where's he going, but you' re in-
trigued. The discussion builds on it-
self until finally he has delivered a 
reading of a text that the whole class 
has helped to shape and discover at 
the same time." 

Blair says O'Quinn's lectures are 
so intense that she and her class-
mates will often call each other to 
"debrieP' afterwards. 

Prof.. Daniel O'Quinn and graduate student Jennifer Blair are this year's 
top teachers in the College of Arts. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

door." 
Even as far as his front door on 

the Saturday of Easter weekend, says 
Blair. That's when she handed in a 
group report for one of O'Quinn's 
undergraduate courses. "We wanted 
to spend every available minute 
working on it, so he let us get ob_ses-
sive, even rhough it was a holiday 
weekend and he was busy unpacking 
after moving into the house only 
three or four days earlier." 

One might wonder if the profes-
sor 's skill at teaching complex mate-
rial comes from his unusual level of 
cross-training - his undergraduate 
degree is in physics. 

Unsure about what he wanted to 
do after finishing high school in 
Otfawa, O'Quinn says he waited so 
long to apply to university tha~ the 
physics program at the University of 
Western Ontario was the only one 
that still had room for him. He knew 
after his second year that he really 
wanted to study English literature, so 
he completed two additional semes-
ters in Western's English depart-
ment to qualify for a master's 
program in English. 

He specialized in literary theory 
while completing a PhD at York 
University and wrote his dissertation 
on addiction and national fantasy in 
the works ofThomas De Quincey. A 
research grant from the Social Sci-
ences and Humanities Research 
Council then took him to Cornell 
University for post-doctora1 studies. 

At Cornell, he reoriented his re-
search to focus on the relationship 
among literatwe, race and sexuality 
in late 18th-century British and 
American culture. 

based on a theoretical and topic-
based approach to literary studies. 
Courses also offer a variety of in-
structional experiences, ranging 
from large lectures to small seminars 
and self-directed studies. 

Every faculty member in the 
school has contributed to the_pro-
ce.ss, and O'Quinn says he's laking 
advantage of the new structure to 
"teach" his research. He uses lecture 
and seminar classes to experiment 
with new subject areas and larger re-
search projects. Last fall, he offered a 
graduate course on the representa-
tion of English India in British plays 
of the late 18th century. "'l wastrying 
out work on my students in rhesame 
way they try out work on me," he 
says. He is now pursuing the topic 
for a book to be titled Staging Gov-
ernrmce: Theatre, Coloniality and tire 
Bducatiori of Desire. "I feel fo rtunate 
to work in an academic culture that 
allows me to do that," he says. 

From a student perspective, Blair 
says she likes the greater variety of 
resources presented in class, even it if 
makes for a very thick course pack. A 
1998 BA graduate, she is now in the 
second year of her master's program. 
'\I feel well prepared when I talk with 
people at other institutions or pres-
ent material to undergraduate stu-
dents, and I feel I have the tools 
needed to continue my researoh." 

Originally from Toronto, Blair 
has spent her summers working in 
landscape maintenance for a golf 
course - a job she found on the U of 
G job board at Career Services -
and says it provides a change of pace 
from her academic program. 

The future may lead her into a 
PhD program or a career teaching 
high school - or both - but she'll 
be back to work as a teaching assist-
ant this fall, sharing what she says 
she's still learning: how to think 
critically about readings in 19th-
century literature. 

PHO STUDENT EARNS 
INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION 
Ken Stark, a PhD student working 
with Prof~ Bruce Holub in the 
Department of Human Biology and 
Nutritional Sciences, attended the 
Powth Congress of the Interna-
tional Society for the Study ofFatty 
Acids and Lipids in Tsu.kuba, Japan, 
and presented a lecture on his dis-
sertation research titled "Evidence 
of Female Hormonal Status Differ-
ences on the n-3 Fatty Acid Content 
of Serum Phospholipids." Stark also 
received one of the society's inaugu-
ral Presidential Awards, which were 
given to IO young researchers for 
outstanding oral or poster presenta-
tions. 

TREVORS TO EDIT JOURNAL 
Prof. Jack Trevors~ Environmental 
Biology, has been appointed 
editor-in-chief of Water, Air and 
Soil Pollution Focu.s., an interna-
tional journal of environmental 
pollution. The journal will deal with 
special issues in international pollu-
tion and is a companion journal to 
Water, Air and Soil Po/111tion, pub-
lished by Kluwer Academic in the 
Netherlands. 

PAPER WINS PRIZE 
Wilder Robles, a PhD candidate in 
the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology, was awarded the 
Kari Polanyi Prize for best academic 
paper at the 16th conference of the 
Canadian Association for Interna-
tional Development held in 
.Stbnont:owdv. ~ Jin. /Hlper. 
titled "Beyond the Politics of Pro-
test: The Landless Rural Workers 
Movement of Brazil," will appear 
this fall in the Canadian ]011nial of 
Developrmmt Studies and will also be 
published in Rrench, Brazilian, Por-
tuguese and Spanish. 

SCHOLARSHIP HONOURS 
OPEN LEARNING STUDENT 
Open learning student Bill Tooke, a 
teacher with the Blufl.vater District 
School Board, is this year's winner 
of the Malik Scholarship for aca-
demic excellence in the distance 
education cour.se "Statistics for 
Business Decisions." The award is 
sponsored by the Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics in hon-
our of retired fucuJty member Hen-
rick Malik. Any departments inter-
ested i.n establishing a similar 
scholarship can contact Virginia 
Gray, director of open learning, at 
vgray@open.uoguelph.ca. 

MORRIS AWARD PRESENTED 
Craig Jackson of Dresden, who 
graduated from OAC last month 
with a bachelor of commerce, is this 
year's winner of the Dawn Morris 
Memorial Award, which is awarded 
annually by the Canadian Interna-
tional Farm Equipment Show to a 
graduating U of G student in agri-
cultural business or economics who 
has been actively invOlved in the 
University community. As a stu-
dent, Jackson was active in the OAC 
2000 class executive, the Ag Eco-
nomics and Business d ub and the 
executive of the Students' Pedera-
tion ofOAC. 

"He takes the work very seriowly 
and his students as well," she says. 
"He's one of those teachers who be-
lieves that his responsibility to edu-
cation extends beyond the classroom 

O'Quinn came to Guelph in 
1995, attrac:ted by plans to revamp 
the curriculum in the School of Lit-
eratures and Performance Studies in 
English. Moving away from a tradi-
tional organization of courses on the 
basis of genre and period, the sc:hool 
has since restructured every cowse 
offering to fit a new curriculum plan BYMARYDICKIESON L-~~~~~~~~~--' 
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TESTING THE WATERS 
"Provincial leadership on the issue of groundwater protection is sorely needed" 

BY REID KREUTZWISER AND RoB DE LoE 

A s THE TRAGEDY in Walkerton unfolded, there were 
more questions than answers. Was a livestock 
operation the source of the E. coli 0157? Were the 
operators of the Walkerton water supply system 

negligent? Could the contamination have been avoided? Or was 
it the result of a horrible sequence of unforeseeable events? 

The various inquiries that have been announced so far will 
answer some of these questions, but they may not uncover all 
the reasons for this tragedy because some involve activities that 
were set in motion years ago. 

As researchers who have studied water management in On-
tario, we believe the province could have done more to prevent 
the Walkerton tragedy and should be doing more to minimize 
futu re risks to wa ter supplies in small communities. 

Walkerton is a small community and, like hundreds of other 
small communities i.n Ontario, it has been stretched by recent 
reductions in transfer payments from the provincial govern-
ment. Compounding this challenge to the capacity of smaller 
communities to protect their water supplies, support from pro-
vincial government agencies has also been cut back through re-
ductions in their budgets. 

Between 1995/96 and 1997/98, the Ministry of Environ-
ment's operating budget was axed by 44 per cent. Significantly, 
900 ministry staff positions were cut. Operating grants to con-
servation authorities (watershed-based environ.mental man-
agement agencies) were cut by 42 per cent during the same 
period. In 1996, the provincial environment and health minis-
tries terminated their water-testing services for municipalities, 
requiring municipalities to pay fo r testing done by private labo-
ratories, with no requirement that certified or accredited labs be 
used. 

' 'In her •1996 annual repo'rt, then Onrario Environmen tal 
Commissioner Eva Lige ti was highly critical of this decision and 
of cuts to the Ministry of Environment's budget that eliminated 
ministry audits of drinking-water testing in many small mu-
nicipalities. Ligeti warned that this "most likely increases the 
risk of inadequate drinking-water testing in Ontario." 

ln that context, a statement by Ontario Environment Minis-
ter Dan Newman is especially puzzling. He claims that had the 
government been in charge of wate r testing in Walkerton, a 
public warn ing would have been made much sooner. This from 
the same government that was so quick to reduce provincial in-
volvement in water protection. 

Problems with Ontario municipal water systems are not un-
common. We surveyed southern Ontario municipalities in 
1997 and found that, of the 295 that responded, just over one-
quarter had experienced contamination problems at least once 
during the previous 10 years. These were incidents serious 
enough to require boil-water advisories or to prompt an up-
grading of water-treatment systems. 

Several years earlier, provi.nciaJ auditor Erik Peters reported 
that 120 of 490 water-treatment plants in the province had sig-
nificant compliance problems, including not performing suffi-
cient water testing, not conforming with minimum treatment 
guidelines for bacteria, and not meeting ministry guidelines for 
treated-water quality. Peters observed that most of the problem 
plants served smalJer communities. 

In a sense, then, a tragedy of the kind experienced in Walker-
ton wasn' t unexpected. Municipalities have been required to as-
sume greater responsibilities for water management, but have 
not been provided with the resources to do the job. [n response 
to the Walkerton crisis, the government has announced that 
regulations surrounding water testing will be tightened. 

Greater attention to proper testing of water supplies is wel-
come news. But there's a lot more to protecting water supplies 
than ensuring that contamination is reported quickly. Also im-
portant is preventing contamination from occurring in the first 
place. 

What can municipalities do to prevent contamination of 
their water supplies, especially communities reliant on ground-
water? And what should the province's role be? 

There are a number of basic measures that would help en-
sure that water supplies do not become contaminated before 
the water makes it to the municipal treatment system. These are 
as important as measures to ensure that any contamination is 

r 
, ' ... 

discovered and reported quickly. 
Communities need to know where their water resources are 

and what threats to the resource exist. For instance, communi-
ties reliant on groundwater need to know what land areas con-
tribute water to aquifers and what potential sources of pollution 
are located in those areas. 

Once they know where critical water resowces and potential 
sources of contamination are, communities need to put in place 
measures to steer development away from sensitive areas and to 
reduce threats from existing activities. 

How many communities have these kinds ofi measures in 
place? In ow 1997 survey, we found that only 23 per cent of mu-
nicipalities had bylaws to control activities on private lands im-
portant for water-supply protection. Slightly more than 
one-quarter had official plan policies dealing with water re-
sources protection. Fewer than seven per cent had education or 
information programs relating to proper agricultural practices 
on sensitive lands. 

The low number of communities that had these kinds of 
measures in place speaks to the limited capacity of smaller mu-
nicipalities to protect their water resources. Local capacity is a 
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function of a number of factors all working together. 
For instance, a municipality's budget will determine the 

number of technical experts it can afford to keep on staff, as well 
as the kinds of technical activities these people can undertake. 
But the municipality also needs the support and commitment 
of politicians, which is partly determined by community sup-
port and awareness. 

Finally, even a wealthy community with strong leaders and a 
supportive, involved citizenry is limited by the framework of 
law and policy created by the provincial government, which 
constra ins what municipalities can do. Municipalities are, after 
all, "creatures of the province." 

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is a prime example 
of a community with considerable capacity to protect its water 
resources. Following a Nov. 13, 1989, report in the Kitchener-
Waterloo Record about contamination in Elmira's water supply 
by N-nitroso dimethylamine, the regional government devel-
oped an ambitious water resources protection strategy. 

The main objective of this strategy is to limit risks to water 
resources from historical, existing and future land- use prac-
tices. To accomplish this, Waterloo Region has developed an 
extensive public education program, put in place official plan 
policies, passed bylaws, worked with partners to create incen-
tives for farmers to use appropriate practices and, importantly, 
mapped its groundwater resources and potential threats. 

These activities are costly. Delineation of a single well field in 
Waterloo Region costs about $325,000. An important hydro-
geological reconnaissance study costs more than $950,000. 

Although Waterloo Region is able to protect its water re-
sources, many other municipalities, particularly smaller ones, 
are not so capable. This is where the province has an important 
role, and this is.why the cuts1to.ke.y1provinciaJ ministriu---.and 
reduced transfers to municipalities and conservation authori-
ties - have been so harmful. 

For the very smalJest Ontario municipalities, the Provindal 
Water Protection Fund has offered some financial help. But 
many communities also need the kind of safety net that can be 
provided only by the province or a regional municipality. 

In her I 994/95 report, Ligeti encouraged provincial minis-
tries to review and upgrade Ontario's groundwater manage-
ment framework. She suggested they begin by compiling data 
on groundwater resources, potential sources of contamination 
and enforcement of relevant legislation. 

In her 1998 report, Ligeti wrote that: "In the past four years, 
the Ministry of the Environment has indicated to me several 
times that it is working with other ministries to develop a 
groundwater management strategy ... However, no informa-
tion on the status of the strategy has been made public." 

Provincial leadership on the issue of groundwater protec-
tion is sorely needed. 

In the aftermath of Walkerton, a provincial groundwater 
strategy - backed up by people with the resources to imple-
ment the strategy and to assist smaller communities - should 
be the highest priority. 

Municipalities, too, have a responsibility to do as much for 
one another as they can. Partnering among municipalities, con-
servation authorities, water users and other people with a stake 
in groundwater protection is one way to build local capacity for 
groundwater protection. 

The inquiries and inquests that have been launched into the 
Walkerton tragedy are sure to identify some human error, as 
Premier Harris has suggested, but we hope they will highlight 
the broader forces that led to these errors. 

As Garry Palmateer, who runs one of the private labs previ-
ously involved in testing Walkerton's water, observed: "Small 
communities first of all don't have large budgets to just turn 
around and hire somebody right off the bat. Their primary sup-
port will come from the Ministry of the Environment." 

Profs. Reid Kreutzwiser and Rob de Loe are /amity members in the 
Department of Geography and members of the U ofG-based Rural 
Water Management Group, which is involved ;,, researching 
water-supply problems i" mral areas. This article first appeared in 
the June 3 issue of the Kitchener-Waterloo Record and is 
reprinted with permission. 



A GROWTH EXPERIENCE 
U of G psychiatrist nurtures trees and his spirit with a walk in the woods 

W HERE DOES a psychiatrist go to unwind? 

Try a walk in the woods. During the past 
decade, Stan Litch of the Counselling 
and Student Resource Centre has been 

developing his personal mental health clinic of sorts on 
his stiU-fledgling tree farm occupying a 100-acre spread 
called Blackberry Bog, just south of Fergus. 

"Unwinding" isn't the word that comes to mind as 
Litch describes his daily regimen during tree-trimming 
time in June. On a recent morning, he had just spent 
three hours pruning Scotch pines, many now extending 
their leaders above his head, to encourage their growth 
into requisite Christmas-tree shape. Wearing boots, 
work gloves and a pair of bat-catcher's shin guards, he 
moves from tree to tree, swiping at the bristling limbs 
with a thin two-foot-long pruning knife. "In the old days, 
I would have pruned all day," he says, explaining that ar-
thritis has slowed him down. "Now I have to lie down for 
half an hour." 

Planted over a 35-acre section of his farm, thousands 
of trees run in arrow-straight rows separated by wide 
swaths of hay tended by a neighbouring farmer. "I like 
the idea of being able to grow trees on land still in agri-
cultural use," he says, explaining that the interplanting is 
a form of agroforestry practised in many Third World 
countries. 

Litch anticipates that the first conifers will have 
reached Christmas-tree height in about two years. Ges-
turing to knee-high shrubs alternating with the pines, he 
says it will take 50 to 60 more years before these black walnut 
trees will be harvested for timber. Also destined for timber mills 

1 .. de.cades.fmm.now.ar.o.the .white.pine1.Noii'tvay spt;uce and Eur.a-
pean larch he has planted on the northern portion of his prop-
erty. 

Near the farm's front gate is his "nursery," which includes 
many Carolinian species of trees and shrubs native to southern 
Ontario. At one point, he was growing 2,000 seedlings of some 
30 or 40 species, including hybrid and American chestnuts, 
spruce, Russian olive, black locust hickory and white oak. Litch 
points out his piece de resistance: a Kentucky coffee tree. It's 
rare this far north, he says, adding that another specimen graces 
the U of G campus near the College A venue crosswalk. 

The nursery furnishes plants for another project: restoring 
his property's stretch of Swan Creek to environmental health. 
"It had been a heavily polluted stream," he says, describing how 
waste water from the house had discharged directly into the 
creek, which bisects his farm. 

Litch has obtained cleanup help under a program of the 
Grand River Conservation Authority intended to encourage ru-
ral landowners to adopt environmentally sound practices. So 
far, his riparian project has seen him plant some 2,000 water-
loving trees and shrubs along the stream to stabilize its banks, 
reduce erosion and dean the water. 

A member of the Wellington-Waterloo Woodlot Owners 
Association, Litch has taken several courses intended for part-
time farmers through the extension office of OAC. Most of his 
farming knowledge has come from hands-on work here and at 
his former part-time sheep farm in Puslinch. 

As if tending trees isn't exercise enough, Litch also does his 
share of hiking and cross-country skiing. A few years ago, he 
fulfilled a longtime goal by hiking the length of the Bruce Trail 
from•Niagara to Tobermory. He belongs to the executive of the 
most northerly section of the trail on the Bruce Peninsula, 

BY ANDREW VowLES 

where he and his wife, Elizabeth, have a cottage. Winter days see 
him cross-country skiing along some five kilometres of trails 
crisscrossing the farm, a pursuit he used to scorn decades ago 
while engaged iJ>..competitive downhill~g1'in-British CoJwn-
bia. 

In a way, it was sports that led him to choose psychiatry over 
his original goal of becoming a family doctor. While in Vancou-
ver, he had interviewed for a position at a clinic where he would 
have been the sole physician, but "I didn't feel confident about 
delivering babies straight out of medical school." Perhaps 
equally important, he found out he would be on call around the 
clock, leaving linle time for his hobbies, including skiing and 
motorcycling. 

Semi-retired from the University since 1995, Litch still keeps 
office hows two days a week. He also spends several days a 
month at a community mental health clinic in Mount Fore-St. 
Speaking of his 32 years at U of G, he says: "I've really enjoyed 
being there. It's the only full-time job I've ever had." 

After studying at the University o~Toronto, Yale and Michi-
gan, he came to Guelph in 1968 from a residency at the Clarke 
lnstitute of Psychiatry in Toronto. He happened on Guelph by 
chance; it lay on his route from Ann Arbor to his parents' home 
in Erin during the mid-1960s. "I called itGwelp(" 

Comparing the kinds of issues facing students today and 
three decades ago, he says: "I don't see much change. They are 
issues that have to do with growing up, leaving your family, es-
tablishing choices in life, identity issues . ., 

The differences lie mostly in how students cope with prob-
lems, he says. Eating disorders, for example, were "virtually un-
heard of when I was in medical school. Guelph was one of the 
first university campuses to have formal structured assessment 
and treatment for bulimic women." 

Fragmented families also pose new challenges. Contrary to 
accepted wisdom that suggests divorce or separation is particu-
larly devastating for younger children, "if kids are older and in 

Correction Classical Homeopathy 
In the June 21 listing of research and Natural Medicine awards, the sponsor and principal 
investigator of the project "Cold Valerie F. Stevens Storage and Quality Evaluation of 

B.Sc., BA, D.S.Hom.Mtd. Fruif' were 

their teens when their parents are breaking up, that's 
often a terrible time for kids,'' he says. 

Eight to 11 per cent of Guelph's student population 
will experience emotional or mental problems and re-
quire counselling help from Litch or from one of sev-
eral social workers in his office (another psychiatrist 
works part time at Student Health Services). Litch says 
a common scenario is a first- or second-year student 
experiencing panic attacks and wanting to abandon 
their studies for something else. "I see them later when 
they graduate," he says. "It's nice to see. They may not 
have made it otherwise." 

He says the campus has become more accessible to 
people with various physical and psychiatric or emo-
tional problems. "I think there is more effort m.ade at i. 
places Like Guelph to get people involved," says Litch, ~ 

pointing to the importance of such orientation pro- ~ 

~:: a;~:a~: Od~s~~::irt:-Y:~ St:~~;:d ~~~ I 
students into universities and help them establish 
friends and a support network. 

The other soul-saving constant throughout his life 
has been music. "If I'm not singing, it's the same as if 
I'm not getting any exercise," he says. "I'm going to be 
very grumpy when I'm old." 

Originally a boy soprano, he now belongs to the 
choir at St. John the Evangelist Anglican Church in 
Elora; which is among the few professional church 
choirs in Canada. 'Tm a choir junkie," says Litch, who 

has sung bass for the University of Guelph Choir and for Toron-
to's Mendelssohn Choir. 

l:iC:s looking fo.cward ta a. trjp lo, England this Sl.UD.mer. 
where the chwch choir will sing at St. Paul's in London, as well 
as in Leicester and Coventry. On their final evening in England, 
they will sing an evensong at St. George's Chapel in Windsor 
Castle, a service normally attended by Queen Elizabeth. 

Having "fiddled around" with the guitar, saxophone and 
drums in the past, he is now learning to play the bagpipes. 
"Pipes have always done something to me," says Litch, whose 
ancestors came from Inverness in Scotland. He raised eyebrows 
among his neighbows recently when he invited his pipe and 
drum band for an open-air rehearsal at the fa rm. "I~m very 
peace-loving, but 1 think I could be made to make war with the 
sound of the pipes." 

Since their four grown children moved away, he and 
Elizabeth now share the furm with their German shepherd, 
Jessie. Retired as a registered nurse, Elizabeth has her own sec-
ond vocation, designing and making decorative wall hangings 
in a studio that occupies part of the addition they completed on 
their house about eight year.s ago. 

He credits his wife's design sense and renovation smarts for 
everything from the house's structwal features to its decorative 
touches, including an astonishing variety of angels that appar-
ently adorn every room. There's even a full-size angel praying 
just inside the front door, although that's less disconcerting 
than the stuffed bison head mounted outside over the back 
door, a memento from their Puslinch farm. (Besides sheep, 
Litch raised bison for a while.) 

When he needs spiritual sustenance, Lltch looks not to the 
angels but to the trees. Striding through a mixed coniferous-
deciduous stand that contains a few of the roughly 50,000 trees 
he's planted during the past 10 years, he describes the sense of 
peace he feels here. "I love woods." 
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Engineer Appointed Director 
New head of maintenance and operations honed his skills with Canadian Armed Forces 

PAUL SPECHT brings a world of 
experience to his new position 

as U of G's director of maintenance 
and operations. A former eng-
ineering officer with the Canadian 
Armed Forces, he honed his skills in 
locations as diverse as Germany, 
Cyprus, New Brunswick and the 
backwoods o f British Columbia. 

Specht, who joined U of G in 
April after seven years as assistant di-
rector of o perations and mainte-
nance at the University of Western 
Ontario, joined the military out of 
high school, earning a bachelor of 
civil engineering at the RoyaJ Mili-
tary CoUege in Kingston in 1977. 

For the next 16 years, he served as 
a miJitary engineering officer, with 
postings that included a UN tour in 
Cyprus as Canadian contingent engi-
neer and deputy commanding offi-
cer o f a combat engineer regiment 
assigned to NATO duties, lhe Air-
field Damage Repair Squadron at 
Lahr, Germany, and heavy equip-
ment troop commander in Chilli-
wack, B.C. 

' 11 got to see some fantastic parts 
of the world during those years," says 
Specht. "I also had the opportunity 
to make a contribution to the UN, 
NATO and Canada and, at the same 
time, meet a lot of people in some 
difficult situations. Those experi-
ences have had a lasting impact on 
my outlook on life." 

In 1990, Specht became base con-

struction engineering officer at Ca-
nadian Forces Base Gagetown in 
Oromocto, N.B., directing all aspects 
o f infrastructure, operations, main-
tenance and property management. 
He also served as an instructor at the 
Combat Training Centre. 

When he retired from the Armed 
Forces in 1993 and was hired by the 
University of Western O ntario, 
Specht expected the transition to be 
difficult, so he prepared for a univer-
sity environment by taking graduate 
courses at the Univers ity of New 
Brunswick. "But when the time actu-
ally cam e, it was no problem at all," 
he says. "I adapted very quickly to the 
different lifestyle." 

His relocation to Guelph is a 
homecoming of sorts - he lived 
here for four years when he was in 
public school. "Never in my wildest 
dreams did I ever think I would come 
back here," he says. As a child in 
Guelph. he was a member of a local 
army cadet corps, which is "probably 
what led me into the military." 

At U of G, Specht is in charge of 
day-to-day trades operations and the 
central utilities plants. It falls to him 
to keep the physical operation of the 
University going in the face of an 
ever-growing deferred-maintenance 
problem. But he believes his years in 
the engineering trenches have pre-
pared him well for the challenge. 

"I love the technical challenge -
the problem solving to keep a fac ility 

Paul Specht 

such as the University of Guelph op-
erating," he says. "It's a great univer-
sity with great people, and I'm glad 
to be here." 

PREA Encourages Innovation 
Continued from page 1 
-
will allow us to attack the questions 
surrounding evolutionary change 
and biological diversity in plants 
more aggressively and to maintain, if 
not elevate, our contributions to the 
international scientific community 
and the public at large." 

Nicol's research project -
"Theoretical Investigation of Novel 
Superconductors" - uses model 
calculations in conjunction with ex-
periments to give insight into the un-
derlying mechanism of super-
conductivity. This is a phenomenon 
occurring at very low temperatures 
approaching absolute zero (-273 C) 
where certain materials lose all resis-
tance to the flow of electrical current 
and become perfect conductors. A 
study of these materials will lead to 
new materials and improved proper-
ties for applications, as well as new 
insights into fundamental science. 

PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

His enthusiasm for U of G is 
shared by his daughter and son, 
both of whom hope to attend the 
University beginning in fall 2001. 

Nicol's work ,vil.J increase under-
standing of the structure of the su-
perconducting state in 

Celebrating the announcement of two new PREA awards for U of G are, from left, president Mordechai 
Rozanski, Prof. Elisabeth Nicol, Prof. Brian Husband and MPP Brenda Elliott. PHOTO BY MARTIN SCHWALBE 

materials. The PR.EA funding will 
support the hiring of post-doctoral 
fellows to assist with various cakuJa-
tions. 

"It is an honour to be recognized 
by this award," she said. "All of my 
research funding goes directly to-
wards the training of young scien-
tists, and I have been fortunate to 
have had excellent students and 
post-docs working with me who 
have gone on to positions in re-

search, industry and academics. This 
award will support my research and 
allow for the continued training of 
future scientists of the highest cali-
bre." 

The June 29 announcement in-
cluded a banner unfurling to mark 
Guelph's PREA successes to date. 

"The Premier's Research Excel-
lence Awards were created to pro-
vide our talented young scientists 
with research opportunities right 

here in O ntario," said Elliott. " In 
recognizing their potential successes 
and supporting their achievements, 
everyone - fhe scientific commu-
nity, the University of Guelph and 
the province - win." 

The PREA program was estab-
lished in 1997 by the provincial gov-
ernment to boost investment in 
innovative research. It is designed to 
help gifted young researchers in-
crease the pace of their work by at-
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tracting graduate students, post-
doctoral fellows or research associ-
ates to specific programs. 

Previous PREA recipients are 
Profs. John Dutcher, Physics; John 
Gibson, Animal and Poultry Sci-
ence; Qi Li, Economics; Alejandro 
Marangoni, Food Science; and 
Patricia Wright, Zoology. 

BY MARGARET BOYD & 
ALEXANDER WOOLEY 

U ETTERS 
REUNIGN AWESOME! 
On June 18, 1 went to the 'tJ of G 
Chlld-Care and Leaming Centre 
for a reunion of all the kids for the 
past lO year.s. I bad a great time! 1 
saw a lot of my old pals and teach-
ers there. One of my teachers even 
remembered my nickname. We 
made crafts, sang songs and had 
fwi. 

I appreciate the years I was at 
the centre, along with the teachers 
alW'ciYS mak.ingsurel had sunscreen 
on. Thanks to everyone who 
worked together to make the com· 
munity of the centre a great place to 
be a kid. And thanks for a great re-
union. It was awesome! 

My mom and dad, Janette 
Hogan and Peter Smith, would also 
like to thank everyone at th-e C!entre 
for many happy days and all the 
love and <::are 1 received from each 
of you. 

Hannah Smith, Age 8 

gtY ENIB_ 
NOTICES 

The annual community barbecue 
runs July 12 from 4 to 11 p.m. on 
Branion Plaza. Activities include 
volleyball, storytelling, children's 
games, a tug of war and live music 
by Elwood, Puentes Bros. and 
Invay Akunas. Food prices are 
$8.50 for the beef dinner, $5 for the 
hamburger or veggie burger and 
$2.25 for the kid's meal. 

The Tobago Signal Hill Choir per-
forms Aug. 2 at 8 p.m. at the River 
Run Centre. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from the show will go 
towards establishing a scholar.ship 
for international studen ts from the 
West Indies who attend U ofG. For 
tickets, caU 763-3000. 

THESIS DEFENCES 

The final examination of M.Sc. 
candidate Claudia Banceu, Chem-
istry and Biochemistry, is July 12 at 
IO a.m. in Chemistry and M icrobi-
ology 370. The thesis is "Reactions 
of Methylated Naphthalenes With 
Hydroxyl Radicals Under Simu-
lated Atmospheric Conditions." 
'Fhe adviser is Prof. Nigel Bunce. 

1lhe final examination of Donna 
Bates, an MA candidate in the 
Department of Psychology, is July 
13at10:30 a.m. in MacKinnon 312. 
The thesis is "Group Diversity and 
Fau lt Line Strength: Assessing 
When Diversity Will Have Positive 
or Negative Effects." 'Dhe adviser is 
Prof. Brian Earn. 

The final examination of PhD can-
didate James Rodgers, Engineering 
and Chemistry and Biochemistry, 
is Aug. 2 at 9 a.m. in Tlhombrough 
I 06. l1he thesis is "Electrochemical 
Treatment of Recalcitrant Waste-
A Study of Chlorophenols and 
Nitroaromatic Compounds." The 
advisers are Profs. Richard Zyntner 
and Nigel Bunce. 



Gardeners Offer Tips on Web 
Continued from page 1 

garden on a three-acre property in 
Guelph. "I don't think any of us 
would claim to be experts. People 
enjoy the learning and sharing of in-
formation." 

All master gardeners in Ontario 
must complete three diploma horti-
culture courses (Horticulture I, n 
and Ill) within two years. "Before 
that, you're a 'midget gardener,"' 
quips Campagnolo. The courses are 
offered through U of G's independ-
ent study office. 

"Every master gardener in On-

tario takes their courses from the 
Univer.sity of Guelph," says provin-
cial administrator Wendy Ohrystian 
in Grimsby. "That's the standard 
whether you're in Algoma or 
Guelph." 

To maintain their standing, mas-
ter gardeners must complete 30 
hours of volunteer service each year, 
divided between community service 
and chapter administration. 

This fa ll, the organization will 
provide its first annual award to a 
College Heights Secondary School 

student interested in horticulture or 
landscaping. "We're trying to reach 
out into the community and encour-
age people to take part in horticul-
ture or help some young person 
along," says Hilts. 

During the growing season, call-
ers can leave a message anytime at 
the master gardener hotline at 
824-4120, Ext. 67 14. For more info r-
mation, visit the chapter's Web site 
at http://ntserv'l .chembio.uoguelph. 
ca/mastergardener/. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

SALT Planning Under Way 
Continued from page 1 

ies in English; CBS undergraduate 
student Tim Singer; and OPES 
graduate student Michael Petryk. 

The architectural firm of Robbie 
Young & W right, which designed 
the Bovey Building, has been se-
lected to design the SALT Complex, 
says Sheath. The steering committee 
will meet during the summer to dis-
cuss plans fo r the complex, which 
will include "smart" classrooms, 
labs, offices and a 1,000-seat lecture 
theatre. 

"Although we are at the very early 

stages of plannin g, decisions will 
have to be made quickly because of 
the extremely short timelines," he 
says. "There will be broad consulta-
tion with members of the University 
community about the complex, 
which will serve the needs of faculty, 
students and staff in the sciences, 
arts and humanities and social sci-
ences, as well as applied and profes-
sional programs across campus. It's 
an exciting process because the com-
plex offe rs so many new opportuni-
ties and will have a major impact on 

the very nature of the teaching, re-
search and service that we do." 

Adds McCrindle: "This is one of 
the largest building projects ever on 
the U of G campus, and we must 
bear in mind its visual impact as well 
as the fact that it must serve the Uni-
versity community well for many 
years." 

Anyone with questions or com-
ments should contact the co-chairs. 
Watch fo r updates on the SALT 
Complex in future issues of 
@Guelph. 

ll! LASSIEIEDS 
FOR RENT 

Georgian Bay island cottage near 
Kilbear Provincial Park, suitable for 
families, dose to Parry Sound, Ken, 
822-2125 or 822-7705 evenings. 

Runner kayak, red, one paddle, one 
PFD and whistle, Bill, Ext. 292 1. 

Executive bungalow on 100 wooded 
acres southwest of Arkell, 822-8054, 
82 1- 5965 after 6 p.m. or send e-mail 
to rreader@uoguelph.ca. 

1989 Cutlass Ciera, loaded, certified, 
Ext. 4667 or 822-2948 evenings. 

Male grad student writing thesis 
seeks accommodation from July to 
December, non-smoking, 905-683-
5959 or jgaudi@hotmail.com. 

Four-bedroom furnished house 
needed for August_, 763-6159 eve-
nings or yhong@uoguelph.ca. 

@Guelph Schedule 
Publication Copy Publication Copy 

Date 

Aug. 9 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 27 
Oct. II 

Deadline Date Deadline 
July 31 Oct. 25 Oct. 16 
Sept. I Nov. 8 Oct. 30 
Sept. 18 Nov. 22 Nov. 13 
Oct.4 Dec.6 Nov. 27 

P e rs ona l , Group a n d Business Trave l 
Air. Cnr. H ote l , Train , Cruise & Ins u rance 
2 4 H our Worldwide Eme r g e n cy H e lp 
Di s ney Colle ge ol Know le dge Speclall s t s 
Hol la n d Tra vel Professiona l s 
Vacat ion Ins tallment P la n 

U\ll\LDBE ® 

Golding Travel Ltd. 
South Ciry Cen tre 

304 STONE R OAD WEST - G UELP H 

(519) 836-4940 

Are you UNEMPLOYED? 
Looking for a NEW CAREER? 
Consider a Training Program 

in Quality Assurance 
Earn your Certificate 

in just 21 WEEKS 
• In-Depth Training · ~

•Job Search 
16Weeks 

1 Week 
• Work Placement Experience · 4 Weeks 

Ample Opportunities to Market Your Training 
in Quality Assurance in the Job Market 

Course starts in Guelph on September 11, 2000 
(7th time offered and has been very successful) 

HJM Quality Education Consultants, Inc. 
519-824-1786 

Financial assistance may be available for qualified applicants. 
Furnished basement room, mature 
male preferred, non-smoker, no 
pets, parking, available Sept. 1, 
822-3 129. 

Basement room with four-piece 
bath, shared kitchen, $400 a month 
inclusive, Deb, 837-8174 or send 
e-mail to dottier@uoguelph.ca. 

1989 Toyota Tercel, hvo-door, new 
battery, leave message at 837-3253. 

Royal City Travel 

FOR SALE 

Vertical air conditioner, 8000 B'FU, 
used one year, excellent condition, 
send e-mail to screps@uoguelph.ca. 

Student house, IS-minute walk to 
campus, kitchen upstairs and down-
stair-s, top and basement floors Llv-
able, Jamie, 1-800-301 -9379. 

Fibreglass truck cap for small pick-
up; single horse harness; two-wheel 
stud cart, 519-327-8867 after 6 p.m. 

Dining room set, china cabinet; glass 
coffee and end rnbles; sectional 
couch; brass plant stands; two single 
beds; two student desks; dresser; 
dresser and night stand; end table; 
refrigerator; dishes. 822-2336. 

Fifteen-foot wilderness canoe, 
green, two paddles, th ree personal 
flotation devices; thirteen-foot River 

WANTED 

Quiet two-bedroom apartment or 
house fo r responsible working 
mother, IO-year-old son and two 
cats, close to downtown, from mid-
August, 705-466-3090 or send 
e-mail to melismelis@sympatico.ca. 

Furnished one-bedroom apartment 
for female student for September, 
close to campus, non-smoking, 
security, laundry, send e-mail to 
haymie6@ hotmail.com. 

Two-bedroom apartment or house 
for post-doctoral fellow for one year 
beginning Sept. 1, non-smoker, no 
pets, parking required, references, 
David, Ext. 2747 or send e-mail to 
dnoakes@uoguelph.ca. 

Self-contained or shared accommo-
dation fo r female grad student from 
September to December, parking 
required, Jan, 836~5342 or send 
e-mail to jltigert@hotmail.com. 
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To Serve You Better ... 
•Free ticket & brochure 
delivery to all U of G 
departments 

•Corporate rate hotel 
program 

• Corporate rate car rentals 

•Corporate management 
reports 

• Corporate care program ... 
" travellers 24 hour 
emergency service" 

• Senior corporate 
consultants 

• Full service American 
Express Travel Agency 

763-3520 
Royal Plaza 

(Paisley & Norfolk) 
dennlsrct@golden.net 



Centre Marks First Decade 
Hundreds of young alumni and parents attend celebration 

Face painting was a popular activity at the Child-Care and learning Centre's anniversary party. From left are 
parent Jane Coventry, preschool student Marcus Kuehner and his mom, Claudia. PHOTO ev MARTIN SCHWALBE 

MORE THAN 400 people 
turned out June 18 to help 

U of G's Child-Care and Learning 
Centre celebrate its l011i anniversary. 
The afternoon featured a barbecue, 
story readings, musical perform-
ances, crafts and pictwe displays. 

Among the guests was six-year-
old Benjamin Budgeon-Strating, 
who attended the centre from in-
fancy until entering kindergarten. 
He was able to boast that he is one of 
the centre's most JoyaJ alumni be-
cause he was enrolled months be-
fore he was even born. His parents, 
Henry Strating and Robyn Budg-
eon, then U of G students, put him 
on the waiting list during the first 
trimester of Budgeon's pregnancy. 
"We put down 'no name' on our ap-

plication fonn," Strating says with a 
laugh. 

The celebration was intended to 
allow families and staff to reconnect, 
says April de Voy, who co-ordinated 
the reunion planning committee. 
"Many of the children who attended 
started here as infants, and it was fun 
to see them 'grown up."' 

Brenda Whiteside, associate 
vice-president (student affairs), 
whose own two children attended 
the centre, adds: "We wanted to 
pause and acknowledge that the 
centre's IOib anniversary is some-
thing special to celebrate." 

Over the years, the centre has 
created a community of families, 
says Maurice Oishi, whose son, 
Yoshio, attends the centre's junior 

preschool program. " It has become a 
part of our lives through the thought-
ful care provided to our children, as 
well as through the friendships and 
ties that have developed among 
teachers, volunteers, students and 
parents." 

President Mordechai Rozanski 
says the centre has been a significant 
achievement for the University. "Not 
only does it provide high-quality 
child care for students, faculty, staff 
and the Guelph community, it has 
also demonstrated excellence in its 
partner-ship with the Department of 
Family Relations and Applied Nutri-
tion in delivering teaching1 research 
and observation functions to child 
studies majors." 

BY LORI BONA HUNT 

Bequests Support 
CSAHS Students 
1920s Mac grads remember their alma mater 

S TUOENTS in the College of 
Social and Applied Human 

Sciences (CSAHS) will benefit from 
nearly $1.S million in bursary and 
scholarship money1 thanks to the 
generosity of nvo early Macdonald 
Institute graduates. 

The late Audrey Yeandle, Mac 
DHE 1925, and Katherine Beck, Mac 
DHE 1922, were fond of their alma 
mater and remembered it gener-
ously in their wills. 

Some $475,000 has come to 
CSAHS from the Yeandle estate, an 
am ount matched by the province 
through U of G's ACCESS Fund, 
bringing the tota1 amount desig-
nated to student aid from this one 
gift to $950,000. The Yeandle will di-
rected that the money be used to-
wards bursaries in the departments 
of Family Relations and Applied 
Nutrition and Consumer Studies, as 
well as elsewhere throughout the 
college. 

Beck left some $480,000 to the 
University, directing that it be used 
to fund scholarships in her name in 
CSAHS, probably at the graduate 
level. 

"Generations of students will be 
the ultimate beneficiaries of the gen-
erosity reflected in these gifts," says 
Ross Butler, U of G's director for 
planned giving programs. 

Prof. Michael Nightingale, out-
going dean of CSAHS, says funding 
for bursaries and scholarships "is 
absolutely crucial to the mission of 
CSAHS if we are to ensure accessi-
bility and quality. This is perhaps 
particularly t rue of the continuing 
need for graduate scholarships, 
which will help enable us to attract 

and retain today's top-notch stu-
dents and future faculty stars." 

Audrey Yeandle, who died in 
March 1999 in Stratford, was a life-
long supporter of Macdonald Insti-
tute, the College of Family and 
Consumer Studies and, more re-
cently, CSAHS. She had previously 
supported the library, War Memo-
rial Hall, the FACS Building addi-
tion and scholarships. She is 
survived by a sister, Mary, who 
graduated from Mac in 1927, and a 
brother, Harry. Both sisters taught 
for years at the John Fisher School in 
Toronto. 

"When you bear in mind the 
time in which these women ob-
tained their degrees and embarked 
upon careers, you realize that they 
were true pioneers," says 
Nightinga1e. "The relationships that 
Audrey Yeand.Je and Katherine Beck 
made early on in life carried through 
the decades. They never forgot the 
friends they made at Mac, the qual-
ity of their education or the faculty 
and staff, and this sense of family has 
been amply reflected in the gifts 
made that will help tomorrow's pio-
neering m en and women. Their gen-
erosity is heartwarming and serves 
as an example to us all." 

Tim Mau, senior manager for de-
velopment in CSAHS, says: "There's 
no question that my job is made 
much easier thanks to the long his-
tory and relationships already in 
place that underpin CSAHS, includ-
ing those of Macdonald Institute. 
Ties old and new are critical as we 
seek to build support for the impor-
tant mission of the college." 

BY ALEXANDER WOOLEY 

Physics Educators Headed for U of G 
Conference to feature Guelph profs as plenary speakers 

U OF G will attract a critical 
mass of international physics 

educators during back-to-back 
meetings to be held on campus later 
this month. 

First up is a week-long series of 
workshops July 23 to 28 for about 
120 high school physics teachers un-
der the Physics Teaching Resources 
Agents (PTRA) program. The sum-
mer meeting of the American Asso-
ciation of Physics Teachers {AAPT) 
will then take place July 29 to Aug. 2. 
The latter gathering is expected to 
attrad about l ,000 AAPT members, 
including Canadian teachers from 
several provincial chapters. 

Guelph physics professor Ernie 
McFarland, who is co-chairing the 
host committee with colleague Prof. 
Jim Hunt, says the conference will 
provide "a great opportunity to 
showcase our department and Uni-
versity to physics educator·S from 
universities, colleges and secondary 
schools across North America, and 
some from abroad as well." 

Attending both gatherings -
and the only Ontario teacher to take 

part in the PTRA program - will be 
Diana Hall, a 1983 physics and 
mathematics graduate of Guelph. 
Since 1992, Hall has taught physics 
to OAC and Grade 12 gifted students 
at Bell High School in Nepean. 

"Personally, the benefit for me is 
just talking to other physics teach-
ers," says Hall, who is past-president 
of the 300-strong Ontario Associa-
tion of Physics Teachers (OAPT) 
and who serves as the Ontario repre-
sentative to the American organiza-
tion. "I always come home from 
conferences inspired, and that's one 
thing that is lacking when you're 
stuck away in your classroom." 

During the PTRA workshops, 
delegates will receive training in 
teaching techniques to pass along to 
fellow teachers back home. Hall says 
she might conduct workshops for 
teachers in Ottawa or perhaps 
through the OAPT or the Science 
Teachers Association of Ontario. 

Hall will stay on for the AAPT 
meeting, which is usually held in the 
United States. The association's last 
Canadian gathering was in British 

Columbia in 1991. 
"'A couple of staff members from 

the AAPT executive office in Mary-
land came to Guelph for a site visit 
two or three years ago, liked the 
campus and the support from Con-
ference Services and, probably most 
important, were impressed with the 
level of support the Department of 
Physics could provide for the meet-
ing," says McFarland 

Two of this summer's three 
AAPT plenary speakers will be 
Guelph physics faculty. Prof. john 
Simpson will discuss the Sudbury 
Neutrino Observatory (SNO) and U 
of G's involvement in this interna-
tional collaboration designed to 
learn more about the solar system 
and the universe. Prof. Eric Poisson 
will speak on gravitational-wave as-
tronomy. 

In addition, physics professor 
Ross Hallett and staff member Bill 
Teesdale will talk about innovative 
aspects of physics teaching at 
Guelph. Conference delegates will 
also visit department research labs 
and the U of G observatory. 
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"A constant challenge for physics 
teachers at any level is to help stu-
dents learn material that is difficult 
for many of them, especially non-
physics majors," says McFarland. 
"Quite a few of the presentations will 
deal with various interactive teach-
ing techniques that are being used to 
engage students more actively in 
classes and hence improve their 
learning." 

Although the gatherings will fo-
cus on teaching and curriculum is-
sues, delegates might also engage in 
behind-the-scenes discussions about 
the growing shortage of science 
teachers, especially in physics and 
chemistry. Referring to a recent me-
dia report about the hot demand for 
specialists in Canada and the States, 
Hall recalls graduating from Guelph 
among a class of only about eight 
students. She says she had no diffi-
culty landing a teaching job eight 
years ago. 

"I fl ever wondered why 1 was do-
ing it then, I'm glad I'm doing it 
now. It's saved my job a number of 
times. I feel fortunate that I'm able to 

teach what I want." 
For several years, Hall co-

ordinated the province-wide OAPT 
Grade 12 physics contest. This year, 
she chaired the OAPT committee 
that organized the 2000 annual con-
ference at McMaster. She also de-
signed a logo based on the SNO 
facility to adorn T-shirts that will be 
available during this summer's 
AAYIJ gathering. 

Far from being fit only for bud-
ding Einsteins, physics undeq>ins 
numerous real-world ap,plications 
that creative teachers can use to en-
tice students, says Hall. "It's every-
where." 

For one of her favourite teaching 
demonstrations on the physics of 
music, for example, she piqued stu-
dents' interest by designing a voice 
box like that used by pop star Peter 
Frampton. "I make it out of a Radio 
Shack speaker and a piece of plastic 
hosing, so they think that's pretty 
cool." Similarly, she has used an ex-
ternal guitar pickup to d iscuss elec-
tromagnetism. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 
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