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3 PARENTS encourage sons to 
take more risks, study finds. 

6 WORK under way to improve 
the quality of herbal products. 

7 CURIOSITY and science go 
hand in hand fo r geneticist. 

8 MALAYSIA 10 host U of G 
field course. 

10 ONE-TIME OAC course finds 
a 25-year niche. 

Web 
Training 
a Hit 
AP I LOT PROJ ECT launched in the 

fall by Computing and 
Comm unications Services ( CCS) to 
offer computer training via the 
World Wide Web has received the 
go-ahead to continue this winter. 
Response to the three-month pilot, 
which offered members of the 
University community free access to 
interactive self-paced tutorials on 
dozens of topics through Ziff-Davis 
Education, was extremely positive, 
says Shayla Steeves, communi-
cations spec ialist and IT training 
co-ordinator with CCS Client 
Services. 

"Participants were pleased with 
the convenience, the efficiency and 
the flexib ility, as well as the actual 
content of the courses," she says. 
"They liked knowing that they 
didn't have to wait for a cow se to 
happen or leave their office to take 
it. They can learn at their O\ vn pace 
in privacy without feeling any pres-
sure." 

People also recognize the impor-
tance of keeping their computer 
skills up to date, says Karen Kovats, 
train ing and development co-
ordinator in Human Resources. 
"Workplaces are demanding in-
creasingly higher technical stan-
dards, and Web-based training is 
becoming the norm all the way 
around. It's a universal platform 
that gives everyone access to devel-
opment opportunities." 

The most popular course during 
the fall pilot was Excel 97. Other top 
favourites were FrontPage 98, 
HTML 4.0 Programming and Win-
dows 95. 

CotJ ti'1ued on page 11 
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BEEKEEPERS, 
BEWARE 

Two potentially devast· 
atlng parasitic mites are 
threatening the survival of 
honeybees in Ontario. says 
Medhat Nasr. a technology 
transfer specialist for the 
Ontario Beekeepers Asso-
ciation based at U of G. The 
mites, which have migrated 
from the United States, 
have the potential to cause 
not only a shortage of 
honey but also major 
problems for fruit and 
vegetable producers who 
rely on bees to pollinate 
their crops. Nasr is trying to 
stem the potential devas-
tation with an integrated 
program that combines 
genetics and traditional 
pest-control methods. See 
story on page 6. 
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Faure Is His Forte 
Music prof writes fi rst annotated bibliography of little-known French composer 

I F HE WERE a more adept pianist, 
Prof. Edward Phillips, School of 

Fine Art and Music, might use 
performances to draw more 
attention to the works of little-
known French composer Gabriel 
Faure. But piano not being Phillips's 
for te, he has summoned his research 
and writing skills in an attempt to 
spotlight a musician described by 
20"'-century composer Aaron 
Copland as a "neglected master. " 

In the fall, Phillips completed a 
IO-year odyssey when he published 
Gabriel Faure.: A Guide to Research 
(Garland Press). The book is the first 
annotated bibliography on the com-
poser, who lived from 1845 to 1924, 
and the first detailed index of pri-
mary sources fo r his music. 

Including more than 1,1 00 cita-
tions and describing more than 200 
manuscripts, the volume is the most 
up-to-date reference for nearly eve-
rything written by and about Faure. 

"I'm compulsive," says Phillips. 
His paper chase involved volumi-
nous correspondence as well as me-
ticulous reading of manuscripts and 
writings in libraries in the United 
States and France. He travelled to the 
Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris -
the repository of most Faw~ mate-
rial - five times. "I wasn' t going to 
do it unless it was complete." 

If few people are well-acquainted 
with Faure's work, Phillips concedes 

that even fewer are likely to pe ruse 
this new volume. Only about 60 
scholars worldwide study Faure or 
his involvement in French music of 
the late l9lh century. But the Guelph 
professor says he's less interested in 
promoting his new book than in 
tweaki ng interest in the works of his 
subject. "I'd be happier if there was 
greater acceptance of his music." 

Faure wTote numerous chamber 
and piano works, as well as a Req-
uiem Mass and an opera, Penelope. 
Although he was respected in his Life-
time as a teacher and church musi-
cian, his work has never attained the 
popularity of that of contemporary 
composers such as Claude Debussy. 
That's so fo r two main reasons, says 
Phillips. 

Although highly regarded for his 
musicianship, Faure lost marks be-
cause he wro te only one opera. "If 
you didn't write opera in the late l 9"' 
century, you were nobody," says 
Phillips. Perhaps more important, 
Faure's austere classical work de-
mands attentive listening. "It's music 
you have to spend some time with 
before it speaks to you." 

For music his torians, Faure holds 
special interest because of his explo· 
rations of the bounda ries of tonal 
music. He worked during a period 
when composers were moving away 
from the tonal style that had pre-
vailed since Bach, toward an atonal 
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style that gained a following begin-
ning in the early 20"' century. 

Phillips's research turned up at 
least one "missing" manuscript. He 
has also corrected errors by othe r 
music scholars, including deter-
mining that a cadenza that Faure 
had supposedly written fo r one Mo-
zart concerto was actually com-
posed for another of the latter's 
works. 

Now editing nvo of Fawe's stu-
dent works fo r piano held at Yale 
University, Phillips plans to write a 
book on the composer's later works 
and his influence on other French 
composers. 

Among Faure's O\VO students 
were Maurice Ravel and Nadia 
Boulanger, a French organist and 
teacher who in turn taught Phillips 
while he was studying in France 
during the early 1970s. 

Phillips arrived at Guelph in 
1985 as chair of the then-
department of music. An accom-
plished organist, he has been a 
church organist and choir director 
in Waterloo since 1995. This year, 
he is also directing the U of G Choir. 

His work has been funded by U 
of G, the Social Sciences and Hu-
manities Research Council and the 
U.S. National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

Two to 
Receive 
Honorary 
Degrees 
University to award 680 

-
degrees and diplomas 
at winter convocation 

U OF G Will AWARD t\VO 

honorary degrees and 680 
degrees and diplomas during winte r 
convocation Feb. 23 and 24 in War 
Memorial Hall. 

Honorary degrees wiJJ be pre-
sented to Alan Cox, director and 
GEO of the NationaJ Tropical Bo-
tanical Garden in Hawaii, and Joce-
lyne Bourgon, president of the 
Canadian Centre for Management 
Deve\o~ment in Ottawa. 

Cox studies the medicinal and 
health effects of chemical com-
pounds produced in plants. His ex-
periments have led to the iden-
tification and patenting of hvo nu-
traceutical compounds. He con-
ducts much of his research in 
Polynesia, where he works to sup-
port the culture of indigenous peo-
ple, and he holds academic 
positions at Brigham Young Uni-
versity and Uppsala University. 

Cox will receive a doctor of sc i-
ence degree and will address 
graduands of the College of Biologi-
cal Science Feb. 23 at 10 a.m. 

Bourgon was the fi rst woman to 
hold the position of clerk of the 
Privy Council and secretary to the 
Cabinet. She served in this capacity 
and as head of the Public Service of 
Canada from 1994 to 1999. In her 
current position, she addresses the 
challenge of rebuilding public serv-
ice leadership. 

Bourgon will receive a doctorate 
oflaws and give the convocation ad-
dress Feb. 23 at 2:30 p.m. at the 
ceremony fo r the College of Social 
and Applied Human Sciences. 

The ceremony for graduates of 
the College of Arts and the College 
of Physical and Engineering Sc ience 
will be held Feb. 24 at 10 a.m. Re-
tired physics professor Jim Hunt, 
who received the Medal of Merit in 
1999, will give the convocation ad-
dress. 

The ceremony for graduates of 
OAC and OVC is Feb. 24 at 2:30 
p.m. Prof. Icin Duncan, director of 
the Colonel K.L. Campbell Centre 
fo r the Study of Animal Welfare, 
will deliver the convocation ad-
dress. 



DETACHED CONDOMINIUM 
$379,900 

Guelph's Manor Park condominium complex is found nestled up 
to the Speed River in the Old University area just 3 minutes 

from the University. Enjoy a detached stone home with all the 
exterior maintenance performed for you. For a Virtual Reality 
Tour. go to www.royallepage.ca. click on VIRTUAL REALITY, 

then ONTARIO, then GUELPH and then on the $379,900 listing. 

JOHN GIBSON, Associate Broker 
519·821-6191 

e-mail; job.n_gibson@royallepage.ca 
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d,. CANVISIONOO 
T OPTICAL 

666 Woolwich Street, 
Guelph 

Largest selection of 
Quality & Designer frames 

in the area: Polo, Gucci, 
Christian Dior, Safi.lo, 

Giorgio Armani & Morel 

766-7676 
$139,900- Exhibition Pork oreo. Red brick home with income from 
basement. Detoched garage. 
$149,900- Just listed. East side of Guelph. Two-storey, 3 bedrooms. 
Fenced yard and long drive .. 
$209,900- Just listed. Situated on one acre near Ariss. Bocking onto 
green belt. Walkout basement. Split level. New carpet, new vinyl and new 
point. Fresh and deon. 
$379,900 - Rural, 2.5 acre paradise. Just minutes to 401 and Guelph. 
Spacious principle rooms. Finished from top to bottom. Sweeping country 
views. Dream kitchen. Needs to be seen to be appreciated. 

For more information or to view, coll Peter Ysselsteln at 
Direct line 519-827-1814 or Office 519-837-1300 

Soles Representative Re/Mox Realty Special ists Inc. 
Areyouthinkingotsell ing?Coll for ohomevolueertimote. 

lcarelullye1ominethemorketploceloenrureyougettopvolueforyourhome. 
l olsoofferocompetilive rotetosell yourhome. 

Mell Schoolhovse Corteeff Serles• To Reserve, Call 51 9-763-7528 
Penny long 'fi rst lady of Canadian fol k.' Morch 4, $20 

Mkhoel Dono'l'on - baritone, Mardi 25, $20 

E!ll 
~ 

"<ihie tlt e be.\/ lo your c:/tilt! .. . 
Comt' aml .H'C' /11111• good a sdwo/ cl/II /Je. ·· 

Guelph Montessori School 

Montessori Pre-School 
Ages 2 Yi to 6 years 
Practical life skills 

Sensorial Leaming 
Reading (Phonics), Writing, 
Math, Geography 

Cooking, Baking, Gardening 
French 
KinderMusik. Suzuki 

\.\I.I. 11:-i . 1'!78) 

Elementary Private School 
Grades 1 to 6 
Enriched Curriculum 
Low Student-Teacher Ratio 
Computer Studies 
Swimming, Skating, Martial Arts 
Frequent Excursions 
French Classes 

For more information, contact the school or view our 
Web site at wwwJ.sympatico.calguelphmontusorischool 

Onlhthe.1nllln l gtnn111f, T I (Sl 9) 83(,_~ 8 I() 
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REPOR_T_ 
President, provost reaffirm commitment to academic freedom 

AT SENATE'S FIRST MEETING of the 21" century Feb. 
8, president Mordechai Rozanski and provost lain 

Campbell sLTongly reaffirmed the University of 
Guelph's commitment to academic freedom. Noting 
recent concerns expressed about the right of a faculty 
member to speak publicly on controversial issues. 
Campbell said faculty have the right to talk about 

whatever they wish at any time without fear of 
recrimination (see below for the full text of his 
remarks) . Following Campbell's remarks.Rozanski said 
he was encouraged by the increasing recognition of the 
importance of civility during debates over; the most 
controversial issues. This, he said, is the LTue measure of 
a university's academic values. 

The president reported to Sen-
ate that Ontario universities con-
tinue to press for government 
action on increased funding for 
post-secondary education, bnr no 
date has yet been set for the govern-
menfs announcement on transfer 
payments. He also noted that work 
on the University's campaign is 
continuing and that plans are mov-
ing forward. 

Rozanski informed senators that 
planning for Guelph's response to 
the anticipated increase in demand 
fo r access to universities is proceed-
ing through the work of the double 
cohort duster groups, led by Prof. 
Ken Grant, director of institutional 
analysis. Grant said it is extremely 
difficult for the Univer.sity to deter-
mine its optimal response to the an-

ticipated increases over the next few 
years, let alone the next 10, without 
knowing the financial parameters 
to be determined by the provincial 
government. 

Despite the funding uncertain-
ties, Guelph's planning process 
must continue becawe the plan-
ning horizon is short1 said Grant\ 
He reported that four planning 
clusters have been struck and have 
begun modelling the implications 
of a hypothetical enrolment growth 
scenario on the academic. student 
support and administrative units at 
the University, assuming operating 
funds will be increased. 

The hypothetical scenario as-
sumes that U of G will increase its 
steady-state enrolment to about 
18,000 undergraduate and graduate 

students on the Guelph campus by 
2007 and that annual intake will rise 
by about 750 to 800 over current 
levelsl beginning in 2003. Grant 
stressed that this scenario does not 
represent University policy, but is 
necessary so that all cluster groups 
can begin their analysis on a com-
mon basis. 

Brenda Whiteside, acting associ-
ate vice-president (student affairs), 
reported on U of G's anticipated 
hawing situation for students in 
fall 2000. Current estimates indi-
mte that campus residences will 
have a fairly large waiting list in 
September, she said, and the Uni-
versity is taking a number of steps 
to help ease that situation. These in-

Conri1med on page JO 

'Let the Debate Pr.oceed' 
Editor's note: The following com-
ments were made by provost Iain 
Campbell at the Feb. 8 meeting of 
Senate. 

5 OME CONCERNS have been 
expressed in the last couple of 

weeks on and off our campus about 
academic freedom. They arose from 
a newspaper intervie,•nvith the dean 
of OAC concerning aspects of the 
GMO debate in which various of our 
faculty, including Prof. Ann Clark, 
are involved. The president and I 
reviewed this matter on the day the 
report was published, and as a result 
of our review, I wrote on behalf of 
the administration to the last issue of 
@Guelph, affirming this University's 
strong support for academic 
freedom. You may not all have read 
that letter, so I thought it would be 
useful and appropriate to reprise it 
briefly here. 

Before I do that, 1 would like to 
thank the Faculty Association. After 
my letter was submitted, they wrote 
to me asking for a statement by the 
pres ident and the provost on aca-
demic freedom, which was of course 
what we had already worked on. I 
appreciated the concerned but cour-
teous manner in which they have 
handled this matter, seeking, as the 
president and I seek, the greater 
good of the University. 

As I wrote the administration's 
letter to @Guelph, working 'vith the 
president, I drew on legal expertise 
available to me and also on ethical 
expertise. Such a letter is not a quick 
response dashed off in a few mo-
ments. 

The main message the president 
and I sought to convey was a very 
simple one - the strongest possible 
reaffirmation of academic freedom. 
Prof. Clark has the freedom. as do all 
of us, to talk on whatever she 'vishes 
in any place at any time. And there 
can be no fear of recrimination for 
doing so. It is people who face up to 
important issues of the day that help 
us fulfil our duty to debate publicly 
those matters and issues of the day 
where we need an informed public 
and responsible public policy. 

I've dealt with academic free-
dom. Let me now address some 
other matters. 

I drew attention to some respon-
sibilities that the president and I 
think we all carry, as scholars who 
are supported by the broader soci-
ety. Lay audiences do not always re-
alize that we all speak freely and that 
we are not expressing some institu-
tional viewpoint of the University 
per se. It is wise to ensure that our 
audiences realize that. 

It is also a simple matter of cour-
tesy and responsibility to ensure that 
our audiences know our disciplinary 

background and where we are com-
ing from. 

The word "unethical" was attrib-
uted to the dean in the newspaper in-
terview. I must make it crystal dear 
that the president, the dean and I all 
find that word entirely inappropri-
ate. Whatever the concern anyone of 
has about any other in this academic 
community, this kind of language is 
not how we proceed, nor is its prom-
ulgation in the press. The dean has 
addressed this matter in a letter that 
he has already sent to @Guelpli (see 
page 4), and in that letter he apolo-
gizes for this. I understand the letter 
was copied to the Faculty Association 
and Prof. Ann Clark, and 1 have re-
ceived a copy, too. I acknowledge the 
dean and his action. 

This has been difficult, no doubt 
about it. It illustrates many things, 
not least the high duty of care that we 
academic administrators have gener-
ally, and also very specificaUy with 
the press. But we will come through 
this, more dedicated than ever to our 
academic values, because we have re-
affirmed some absolute fundamen-
tals- freedom of speech and mutual 
respect. And it doesn 't hurt to have 
that reaffirmation now and then. So 
let the debate proceed, whether it be 
on GMOs or nuclear energy or 
health-care poJicies. Let us all be 
about our business, with care and 
courtesy and respect. 

Editor Barbara Chance 
bchancc@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca 
Senior Writer Andrew Vowles 
vowles@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca 

@Guelph is pub/Ulitd every rwo wuks 
by Communicarioru and Public Affairs, 
Levtl 4, Univmify Ctritrt, Univmity of 

Articles may be reprinted 
with credit to @Gutlpl1 

Design Peter Enneson 
Layout Linda Graham 

lgraham@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca 
Adven lslng Brian Downey 

bdowney@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca 
Director Darlene Frampton 

AT GUELPH 2 FEBRUARY 16, 2000 

Gutlph, Gutlph, Ontario NJG 2Wl. 
Inquiries: 519-824·4120; 

Editorial: Ext. 6580; 
Distrib111io11: Ext. 8707; 
AdvtrriJing: &1. 6665; 

www.uoguelph.ra!-webadmin!ADGUIDEI 
Classifitlli: Ext. 658 1; 

Fax: 519-824-7962; Wtb sitt: 
www.11og11dp/1.ca/a1g111:/ph. 

Subscriptions 
$44 (includes GST); 
$5 1 outside Canada 

ISSN 08364478@ 1998 
Printed on recycled paper 



STUDENT ELECTIONS 
RUN MARCH 6 TO 9 
The Central Student At.so-
ciation (CSA) will hold its 
annual general elections 
March 6 to 9. The elections 
of undergraduate students 
to seats on Senate and Board 
of Governors will be held in 
conjunction with the CSA 
election. The graduate stu-
dent election for Senate and 
B of G will be conducted at 
1:he same time by mail bal-
lot. Ballots will be mailed 
out Feb. 23 and must be 

returned to the boa[d or Senate 
offices by March 9 at 4:30 p.m. 
Nomination deadline for the elec-
tions is Nov. 18. 

STUDENT HOUSING SERVICES 
HOSTS 20TH ANNUAL 
RESIDENCE ~IFE CONFERENCE 
Studen~ Housing Services hosted 
the annual Residence Life Confer-
ence of the Ontario Association of 
College and University Housing 
Officers Feb. 4 to 6. Thjs year 
marked the 20th anniversary of the 
conference, which originated at 
Guelph and has been held here fre-
quently over the years. This year's 
theme WB:.'i ''You're a Superstar," 
reflecting the dedicated work of the 
student paraprofessional staff who 
make up thelllajority qfconfe1ence 
delegates and staff in wUversity 
residence life departments. Close to 
360 delegates attended from col-
leges and universities throughout 
Ontario> as well as from Quebec, 
Illinois and Ohio. The conference 
was organized by the Student 
Housing Services Residence Life 
Management Team with help from 
residence assistants. It was co-
ordinated by Barry towoshend. 

INTERNATIONAL RSI 
AWARENESS DAY FEB. 29 
The Guelph and District Labour 
Council and the U of G Staff Asso· 
ciation are marking International 
Repetitive Strain injury Awareness 
Day Feb. 29 from 7 to 9 p.m. in UC 
442. The evening will feature short 
videos and a panel discussion (ca-
turing Martha Leduc of the Work-
place Safety and Insurance Board, 
Helen McRobbie of Occupational 
Health Clinics for Ontario Work· 
ers, physiotherapist Andy Wang 
and Cathy Walker, national dire~ 
tor of the Canadian Auto Workers 
health and safety department. 

MAPLE SYRUP DAYS KICK OFF 
FEB. 26 AT ARBORETUM 
The Arboretum launches its annual 
Maple Syrup Days with a pancake 
breakfast Feb. 26 from 9:30 to 11 :30 
a.m. at the Arboretum Centre. Cost 
is $2 or $5 for a family. On Feb. 26 
and 27 and continuing every week-
end until March 26 and daily 
throughout the week of March 13> 
you can experience the sights, 
sounds, smells and tastes of maple 
syrup from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Events include puppet shows, 
guided tours of the sugar bush and 
demonstrations of tapping and 
syrup making. Cost is $3.50 for 
adults, $2.50 for children under 12, 
$18 for rw·o adults and six children. 

How Do Young Children 
Injure Themselves? 

Parents may unconsciously be putting their sons Cit greater risk of injury by encouraging them to take risks, 
says psychology professor Barbara Morronglello, shown here with two of her own sons, Grant and Daniel. 

FOR FIVE YEARS, Prof. Barbara 
Morrongiello, Psychology, has 

been researching in relatively un-
charted waters, asking why and how 
young children injure themselves. 

·~in Canada, unintentional inju-
ries are the number one cause of 
death and hospitaliz.arion for chil-
dren beyond one year of age," she 
says. "We have a lot of epidemiologi-
cal evidence on the injuries them-
selves1 but surprisingly little on why 
and how these injuries are caused." 

Armed with new funding from 
the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council, Morrongiello is 
embarking on a year-long study into 
the causes of in-home children's in-
juries. Combined with recent studies 
she's completed, she's hoping to de· 
velop methods for intervention and 
prevention of these accidents. 

firehouse-type pole. The results are 
revealing. Boys received more direc-
tives to complete the task independ-
ently (without parental assistance) 
and fewer explanations on how to 
complete the task, and were sub-
jected to more pressure to complete 
the task. In contrast, girls received 
more spontaneous physical assis-
tance than boys did and were more 
likely than boys to receive comments 
from parents that emphasized injury 
vulnerability and caution. 

The results were similar regard-
less of whether the mother or father 
was giving the directions to the child. 
There were also no differences in the 
skills or abilities of the boys and girls 
participating in the study. 

ln the survey of 48 families, 
Morrongiello and Dawber found 
that parents issued directives or ex-
pectations to sons 65 per cent of the 
ti.me, versus only 19 per cent of the 
ti.me to daughters. Parents sponta-
neously (without prompting) pro-
vided physical support to daughter-s 
to assist completing the task 67 per 
cent of the time, but gave spontane-
ous support to boys only 17 per cent 
of the time. 

When a child resisted the request 
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to complete the task, 58 per cent of 
the time parents insisted that sons 
continue the task without assistance, 
often communicating this in a more 
insistent manner than that used with 
girls. 

On the potential cumulative ef-
fects of such socializ.ation, 
Morrongiello and Dawber write: 
'rOne possibility is that boys may 
come to assume that it is appropriate 
and acceptable for them to engage in 
risk-taking behaviours, and they 
may come to assume that they can 
manage injury risk successfully, oth-
envise their parent would not be en-
couraging such behaviour. Another 
possibility is that ... it may heighten 
girls' awareness of injury risk and 
their concerns about their vulner-
ability for injury, thereby deterring 
them from engaging in behaviours 
that pose a threat of injury." 

MorrongieUo's new study will 
look at children aged t\vo to six. 
With t\vo graduate students, sbe also 
has a paper under review about chil-
dren's knowledge and understand-
ing of home-safety rules and how 
these factors affect injury rates. 

BY ALEXANDER WOOLEY 

One recent project tried to dis-
cover why, beginning at age three, 
young boys experience t\vo to four 
times as many injuries as girls. In the 
fall of 1999, Morrongiello and re-
search assistant ifheresa Dawber 
published findings that parents may 
unconsciously be putting their sons 
at greater risk of injury by encourag-
ing them to take risks and offering 
less assistance in performing poten-
tially dangerous tasks than they offer 
to daughters. 

The two researchers discovered 
that parents socialize boys for risk 
taking and could therefore be plac-
ing them at greater risk of sustaining 
injury. The study also suggests that 
the ways parents communicate with 
their children may be shaping and 
promoting sex differences in chil-
dren's risk taking. 

Four Trees to Be Felled 

Their research appears in the 
Journal of Applied Developmental 
Psycl1ology. 

As part of their studies, the 
Guelph researchers examined how 
parents taught their children aged 
t\.,,o 10 four to slide down a 

G ROUNDS STAFF will fell four 
of the 14 sugar maples on the 

western edge of Johnston Green 
later this month. 

Last year, a consultant hired by 
U of G found the dying trees are 
posing a safety hazard and recom-
mended their removal. 

The trees will be felled Feb. 21 
and 22 (during the first two days of 
reading week and before \\tinter 
convocation). The stumps will be 
removed after the spring thaw. 

The consultant's reporl had also 
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recommended that Grounds carry 
out maintenance measures on the re-
maining trees. That work, including 
pruning branches and installing sup-
port cables and braces, will be done 
this winter. 

The recommendation to remove 
the trees was approved by the U of G 
Landscape Advisory Committee. 
That group, chaired by Garry Round, 
executive director of facilities and 
Hospitality Services, is also reviewing 
and updating the University's land-
scape advisory plan. 

NASBY TO CURATE INUIT ART 
EXHlllTION IN ARIZONA 
Judith Nasby. director of the Mac-
donald Stewart Art Centr< (MSAC), 
has been invited to guest curate an 
exhibition for the Heard Mweum 
in Phoenix. Ariz. The exhibition 
will feature works from the Inuit art 
collection of Daniel and Martha 
Albrecht of Phoenix, who have one 
of the largest and most comprehen-
sive collections of Canadian 1nuit 
art in the United States. The show 
will open concurrently at the Heard 
Museum with MSAC's touring 
exhibition "Qamanittuaq: Where 
the River Widens" and will run 
April l5 to Oct. 15. Nasby will also 
give public lectures at the Heard 
Museum on both the Albrecht col-
lection and the MSAC exhibition. 

SOCIOLOGY PROFESSOR 
ADDRESSES MCMASTER 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Prof. Fred Evers, Sociology and 
Anthropology, was invited to give 
the opening presentation at the 
McMaster Board of Governors 
retreat Feb. S. He discussed the 
characteristics of knowledge-based 
workers, the demand for them and 
the role of universities in preparing 
them. The presentation was based 
on results reported in 111e Bases of 
Competenu.: Skills for Lifelong 
Learning and Employabiliiy, a 1998 
book by Evers, James Rush and Iris 
Bedrow, and the 1999 Council of 
Ontario Universities report Ontario 
Students, Ontario's Future. 

MEMBERS 01 CULTUltU 
MEMORY PROJECT 
PARTlaPATE IN WORKSHOP 
Member,s of the Cultural Memory 
Project and Guelph-Wellington 
Women in Crisis recently partici-
pated in a workshop titled "Vio-
lence1 Memory, Justice: l:fonouring 
Change/Exploring Strategies1" 

organized by the Institute for 
Women's Research at McMaster 
University. Prof. Christine Bold, 
acting co-director of the School of 
Literatures and Performance Stud-
ies in English and director of the 
Centre for Cultwal Studies, drama 
professor Ric Knowles, Jodie 
McConnell of the Human Rights 
and Equity Office, graduate 
research assistant Lisa Scbincariol 
and SI}' Castaldi from Women in 
Crisis spoke on the coUaborative 
project between the Centre for Cul-
tural Studies and Women in Crisis 
and the relationship between femi-
nist memorializing and working for 
change. 

MEMORW GATHERING SET 
A memorial gathering will be held 
March I at S p.m. at the Arboretum 
Centre for retired psychology pro-
fessor David Piggins, who died sud-
denly Jan. 21 in Wales, where he had 
been a visiting reSearch fellow. An 
informal reception will follow. 

REPRESENTATIVE NAMED 
Prof. Jean Mayer, Political Science, 
has been named U of G's represen-
tative to the genera1 assembly of the 
Humanities and SociaJ Sc.iences 
Federation of Canada. 



PUBLIC COMMENT 
WAS INAPPROPRIATE 

The U ofG Faculty Association has asked that I 
respond publicly to issues raised by an article 
that appeared in the Toronto Star Jan. 19. 

My concern was not, and is not, with Prof. 
Ann Clark's opinion of Canada's food regula-
tory system. Every citizen of Canada is entitled 
to his or her opinion, and every professor at 
Guelph has the right, through academic free-
dom, to make his or ber views on any topic 
freely known without fear of recrimination 
from University administration. 

As dean, l have repeatedly and vigorously 
defended faculty who have publidyexpressed a 
view that was contrary to prevailing opinion in 
the agri-food industry. That is, in part, what 
universities are about. Academic freedom is 
healthy, and it must be protected as we move 
into an era where science will continue to chal-
lenge us with methodological, social and ethi-
cal dilemmas. Achieving truth and shaping 
responsible public policy require vigorous de-
bate. 

In short, Prof. Clark has every right to 
openly criticize the integrity of Canada's food 
regulatory system, and I will continue to sup-
port this right. 

Thus, my comment about her "unethical" 
behaviour was not prompted by the nature of 
her remarks, where she made them, to whom 
they were directed or to the fact that she made 
them al all. The issue for me does not relate to 
her academic freedom. Rather, my comments 
referred to a perception that she might not 
have adequately identified her area of expertise 
or made it clear that her opinions and research 
did not represent the University. 

Issues surrowtding genetically modified 
foods and the Canadian regulatory system are 
extremely critical to Canada's future ability to 
participate in a global marketplace. lt is abso-
lutely imperative that those of us from univer-
sities who engage in this debate do so fairly and 
with fu ll disclosure. This is a responsibility that 
comes with the privilege ofacademic freedom. 

Nevertheless, I owe Prof. Clark an apology. 
Use of the word "unethical'' was inappropri-
ate. I well understand that my comments 
could be perceived by her and others to chal1.. 
lenge her academic freedom, and this was most 
surely not my intent. 1t was also inappropriate 
for me to convey my concerns through the 
press. I recognize that, as a member of our aca-
demic community, I have a duty to follow Uni-
versity policies and I was wrong to comment 
publicly. 

Prof. Rob Mclaughlin, Dean 
Ontario Agricultural College 

IN DEFENCE OF FREEDOM 
OF FACULTY RESEARCH 

Provost lain Campbell's letter giving "the Uni· 
versit.Ys views on academic freedom" 
(@Guelph Peb. 2) is disquieting. The Univer-
sity here and elsewhere seems to be setting pol-
icy on the fly to appease the genetic.ally engi-
neered food lobby on campus and the 
enormously powerful financial interests it rep-
resents. 

ln the spirit of the provost's call for "abso-
lute clarity1" there are two repressed questions 
that need to be asked of the position he repre-
sents as "the University's." 
( I) Are public attacks by academic deans on 
individual faculty in their colleges on behalf of 
one side in a public debate now acceptable in 
the Univer-sity's administrative pro- cesses? ls 
there now an open right for a dean to use his or 
her academic office to launch personally dam-
aging public attacks on an ind.ividuaJ faculty 

member wbose career is subject to the confiden-
tial peer-review processes the administrator i5 
responsible for. 

This problem is not considered by the pro-
vost>'s explanation. But he implies a "yes" an-
swer to these questions by his implicit 
acceptance of just such unprofessional behav-
iour from the dean of OAC, who denounced 
one of his college's faculty as "uneth ical" in the 
Toronto Star. Will the next provost be ap-
pointed to prevent this kind of abusive public 
behaviour by the OAC dean or to continue to 
condone it? 
(2) Has interdisciplinary research to which the 
University is constitutionally committed now 
become in fact liable to administrative denun-
ciation as "unethical"? The provost implies as 
much by indicating that public speech by fac-
ulty should be accompanied by statements of 
one's ''academic degrees and subsequent 
expertise in a particular field." A new Univer-
sity limit on academic freedom is thus implied 
in which one is obliged not to speak freely on 
the basis of evidence, reason and the search for 
truth, but only conditionally by declaring one's 
history in "a particular field and expertise." 
Otherwise, personal attacks in the press with 
in1punity by academic administrators respon-
sible for peer review of one's work may follow. 

What deeper chill could there be to the aca-
demic freedom to speak out against, specifi-
cally, the research of disciplines that have been 
hijaclced by a funding xegime that now selects 
against any faculty research that does not serve 
to increase the private revenues of external ag-
ribusiness corporations? What better way 
could there be of undermining interdiscipli-
nary research and wider academic responsibil-
ity across the disciplines of this university, in 
which these private corporate interests have 
become ever more aggressive and dominant? 

How could such pioneering academic lead-
ers of our time as Ursula Franklin, Noam 
Chomsky or Linus Pauling, for example, have 
survived at Guelph with such administrative 
defamation for their speaking out on matters 
in which they had no past degree? In a world 
where the dosed tunnel vision of narrow ex-
pertise is the principal blindness of our age, has 
the Universiry now set a 1acit policy to permit 
administrative and career attacks on anyone 
who breaks out of these blinkers against 
breadth of view? 

After the ringing endorsement of academic 
freedom the provost begins his letter with (a 
statement that eloquently endorses the very 
right to criticize that I exercise here), be then 
Wldermines the actual possibility of academic 
freedom being exercised in OAC by, in effect, 
condoning the public decanal bullying of a fac-
ulty member who dares to raise the issue of the 
safety of genetically engineered foods, which 
are pushed by powerfuJ external corporate in-
terests that increasingly control the Universi-
ty's scienti fic research through 
administrative/agribusiness deals. 

The crisis of academic freedom now upon 
us has almost no one with the courage to speak 
out because of growing fear of Joss of research 
funding and career prospects. Prof. Ann Clark 
is a notable and valuable exception. Read her 
careful, documented positions next to the 
bombast of her critics. But the provos1 has 
fuiled both her and the UniversitYs O\'ffl leam-
i.ng mission with this refusal to protect such a 
faculty researcher against unsubstantiated ad-
minibtrative attack by her dean. This is a case 
where resignation is the appropriate conse-
quence for such public misuse of academic ad-
ministrative office. 

Prof. John McMurtry 
Department of Philosophy 

WHAT ARE BOUNDARIES TO 
ACCEPTABLE DEFAMATION? 

The letter from provost lain Campbell in the 
Feb. 2 issue of@Guelplnvas a great disappoint-
ment. Like the curate's egg, it was good in 
places, but overall was a soft-boiled evasion of 
the main issue in the Mclaughlin case. 

The exercise of academic freedom is, in the 
UniversitYs view as provided by Campbell, to 
be bounded by "clarity." The expression of a 
faculty member's view must first distinguish 
the view of the individual from that of the in-
stitution and, second, indicate the academic 
basis on which the individual claims the privi-
lege of expertise to address the issues. 

One suspects that dean Rob McLaughlin's 
views were solicited precisely becau.se of his 
senior administrative office and the authorita-
tive tone popularly associated with the dean of 
agriculture at a university that regularly pro-
motes its expertise in agricultural affairs rather 
than his appointment as a professor of crop 
science- the same department as that of Pror. 
Ann Clark. 

Similarly, the provost presents "the Univer-
sitfs views" from the fourth floor. His catego-
rization of the tenn «unethical" as "not the 
best choice of words" is blindingly self-evident, 
but that is not enough. It is grossly inadequate 
as an authoritative statement of the Universi-
ty's understanding of academic freedom. If the 
strongest defence of academic freedom that 
can be mounted is to disapprove of a linguistic 
misadventure, and if an allegation by a senior 
administrator of wtethical behaviour is seen 
merely as a ma1apropism) what then are the 
boundaries to acceptable defamation? Is the 
senior University administration so paranoid 
of criticism of any of its members that it is truly 
petrified (putrefied!)! So much for collegiality! 
So much for academic freedom! 

The second dictate of clarity suggested by 
the provost is too reminiscent of Gilbert and 
Sullivan to be truly funny. As Pooh-Bah (Lord 
High Everything Else) observed in 17ie Mikado 
when wondering how to respond to a question 
on a mundane budgetary issue: .. in which of 
my capacities? As First Lord of the T reasury, 
Lord Chamberlain, attorney general, Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer, privy purse or private 
secretary?" 

Which narrow academic disciplines are 
relevant to consumer issues regarding the 
regulation of genetic.ally modified organisms? 
Only some administratively pre-approved ag-
ricultural sciences? Aie others to be exch1ded 
from the right to express their views? Ethical 
and regulatory issues are grist to the mill of 
many, not just of the elusive bioethicist. Is the 
blandness of official publications now to be 
imposed on all other means of communica-
tion? 

It is many years since the Canadian Asso-
ciation of University Teachers and the Associa-
tion of Universities and Colleges of Canada 
jointly sponsored the Commission on Univer-
sity Government in Canada (1966). The fol-
lowing quotation shows how weak U of G's 
position, as artkulated by the provost, is in 
comparison with that of the commission: 
"Academics .. arc not the easiest of men (sic). 
lt is their professionaJ duty to think and to ex-
press their thoughts, and tliey cannot be pre-
vented from tliinking outside tlte range of tl1eir 
own subject matter. They are certain therefore 
to disagree, not only with each other but with 
those in authority, from their faculty dean up-
wards to the national government. But the aca-
demic often has one virtue corresponding to 
this defect (if it is a defect). Iiis rraining should 
have taught him to disagree, even violently, 
without supposing thol his opponent is a bad 
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man." (itatics mine). 
I suspect that commissioners Sir fames 

Duff and Robert Berdahl might accept a 
friendly amendment to substitute "unethical" 
for "bad." 

Too bad that U of G missed the opportunity 
to support the principles of academic freedom 
and courageous leaderShip. 

Prof. John Pratschke 
Consumer Studie 

UNIVERSITY A PLACE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT OF CRITICAL 
UNDERSTANDING 

I was very pleased to see in the Feb. 2 issue of 
@Guelph the provost's spirited defence of aca-
demic freedom and his assertion of its vital 
importance to the University. 1 believe it is cru-
cially important that the senior member-s of U 
of G be seen to stand up for the basic values of 
the University, and the appearance of this let-
ter and the provost's subsequent assertion of 
these values at Senate Feb. B did much to reas-
sure me in this regacd. 

ln my view, the importance of academic 
freedom is not simply the right it gives to 
members of the University to carry on study 
and research in their chosen areas ·without fear 
of censor-ship and to speak in public of their 
views without fear of retribution. These are in-
dubitably important, but to focus solely on the 
importance of academic freedom for individ-
ual members of the University is not enough. 

Although C.B. MacPherson, in bis 1969 
presidential address to the Canadian Associa-
tion of University Teachers, had a somewhat 
different context in mind, I agree with his view 
that "the task is to make the university not just 
a place for the creation of knowledge, but 
above all a place for the development of critical 
understanding." 

New facts or scientific discoveries, however 
innovative and exciting, do not in themselves 
constitute complete knowledge. Equally im-
portant are the implications of these facts or 
discoveries for o ther areas of knowledge and 
on society. I would argue that only through the 
willingness of individuals from many diffel'.ent 
disciplines to enter into these wider debates, 
and through their ability to do so without fear 
of retribution, can the primary goal of the uni-
versity, the creation of knowledge and under-
standing, be truly achieved. To quote the 
provost, this "is the surest way to the truth." 

This point is often not fully understood by 
individuals and organizations outside the uni-
versity, and it is important that senior mem-
bers of U of G be prepared to reiterate it 
whenever and wherever necessary. 

Prof. Carole Stewart 
Dean, College of Arts 

CRUICKSTON PARK MUST 
REMAIN IN PUBLIC HANDS 

J an1 responding to two articles on Cruickston 
Park in @GuclphJan.19, one an interview with 
Nancy Sullivan, vice-president (financ:e and 
administration). I believe these ar1icle.s, 
together with other recent statements by senior 
administration, misrepresent what is at stake 
ethically in Guelph's decision to sell this prop-
erty. I nm familiar with Cruickston, with the 
conditions under which it was donated by 
Matthew Wilks Keefer and with many aspects 
of the University's handling of the gift. (I was a 
gut'st of the Keefer family at Cruickston a 
number of times and, from 1991to 1993, was a 
member of the Cruickston Park Farm Advi-
sory Commiuee.) 

Co11tiuu.ed on page 5 



The Universio/s treatment ofMr. Keefer's gift 
has quite rightly become controversia1. In a Nov. 
19 op-ed article in 'I11e Record. Ms Sullivan said 
"the University has never had anything but the 
sincerest appreGiation for th,e gift and respect for 
Keefer's intentions." This is open to question on 
both counts. 

Responding to those who would like Cruick-
ston left undeveloped, she declared that "the Uni-
versity cannot be the benevolent supporter of this 
property in perpetuity." She must have momen-
tarily forgotten tbat the gift included a donation 
of $2.5 million (now worth many times its mid-
l 970s value) . To justify the sale of a property that 
was in fact well-endowed by representing it as a fi-
nancial bwden seems disingenuous raihe~ than 
sincere. Correcting this omission in @Guelph, Ms 
Sullivan now says the University '1acknowledged 
this generous donation and has used it to main-
tain the property." Again, some skepticism may 
be in order. 

'When the estate's magnificent horse barn 
needed roofing in 1975, the University chose to 
demolish it. The once-beautiful gardens were 
grassed over in 1990. The roof of the property's 
manor house (built in 1857 and regarded by heri-
tage architects as one of the most significant pieces 
of domestic architecture in Ontario) was repaired 
in 1991, but only after significant water damage 
had occurred. In 1995, an attempt to economize 
on heating resulted in burst pipes and more major 
(Yater damage. Lovers of historical architecture 
might be forgiven for heaving a sigh of relief 
when, after this record of stewardship, the Uni-
versity sold the house and 53 acres in 1996 to the 
Chaplin family, who are painstakingly restoring it. 

But what of U of G's claim that selling the re-
maining property {and in all probability its subse-
quent commercial development) would fu1fil the 
donor's intention? In @G11elph, Ms Sullivan cites a 
letter from Thomas McEwan, chair of Board of 
Governors from 1964 to 1968, who says Mr. 
Keefer's "only request to the Univer.sity was to 
keep the land intaGt during his lifetime so that he 
and his wife and two sisters could spend their re-
maining days on the property undisturbed." Ms 
Sullivan says University lawyer John Hamilton 
has also confirmed that Mr. Keefer "requested no 
further limits on the use or disposition of the 
property and that the University promised none. '' 

Mr. McEwan's letter is directly contradicted by 
Mr. Keefer's will. Although the will does abstain 
from placing '~any limitation or restriction upon 
the University of Guelph," it expresses Mr. 
Keefer's hope that the substantial ''residue" of his 
estate ''.Will be used towards the maintenance.J re-
pair and improvement of the Cruickston Park 
land and premises which I have given to the Uni-
versity of Guelph and towards such research and 
studies as may be carried out by the University at 
Cruickston Park rather than towards the general 
work of the University at other locations." 

When Mr. Keefer's widow and sisters asked the 
University to assume management of the property 
in 1973, then-president Bill Winegard explicitly 
acknowledged the University's commitment to 
carrying out site-specific work at Cru.ickston. 

The University's decision to sell the property 
and invest the proceeds in an endowment fund to 
support work "at other locations" is thus a direct 
violation of the gift's intention. Ms Sullivan says 
correctJy that Mr. Keefer "wanted to help the Uni-
versity support its core mission of teaching and 
research," but her claim that the property's sale 
would fulfil this intention is unsupported by any 
trustworthy documentary evidence, as is the view 
that he wanted the gift devoted to agri-food re-
search alone. He did not presume to delimit or de-
fine the nature of the ''research and studies" to be 
supported by his gift-; he did indicate clearly that 
he wanted Cruickston maintained, repaired and 
improved - and to be the site of any work sup-
ported by his generosity. 

E 'I' 'I' E R S 
Ms Sullivan'sop-ed piece cites the work of the 

Cruickston Park Farm Advisory Committee and 
the University's search for partnerships as evi-
dence of sincere attempts to find uses for the 
property. ln 1991, however, before the advisory 
committee was even constituted, B of G dedared 
Cruidcston surplus to the University's needs and 
transferred it to the Real Estate Division, which 
promptly began a search for buyers of the manor. 
Tn 1992, disregarding fhe advisory committee's 
urgent advice~ the University administration and 
B ofG pem1itted the manor's contents (including 
family portraits and historical furnishings) to be 
dispersed. Small wonder that the search for part-
nerships came to nothing; what the University 
had to offet; after 1992 was an empty, ill-
maintained house on a property for which it had 
no plans beyond vague thoughts of sale, real estate 
development and gravel extraction. 

I can accept that selling Cruickston is now, 
given our difficult financial situation, in, Guelph's 
best interests. But I believe it is incwnbent on the 
University to summon up a renewed sense of its 
responsibility as a public institution and ensure 
that CruickstonJ"emains in public hands. The Na-
ture Conservancy (Ontario) and City of Cam-
bridge have expressed interest in the property. 
The University must ensure that they become its 
future - and permanent - owners. 

Prof. Michael Keefer 
Literatures and Performance Studies in English 

GUELPH SCIENTIST ANNOUNCES 
MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH! 

For the past 28 years~ I have studied science and 
worked as a scientist. Underlying all my specific 
studies into the causes of human and animal dis-
eases has been a quest to discover what good-
quality science actually is. 

I knew that toxicologists fed high doses of sus-
pected poisons and modified foods and the like to 
rats, then drew conclusions about their effects at 
low doses in people. l knew that evolutionary bi-
ologists found artifacts and organisms and looked 
at strands of DNA and made up stories that ap-
peared to account for all {or as many as possible) 
of the things they saw. I also knew that epidemi-
ologist-; like me went out and measured things in 
populations and used sophisticated statistics to 
make earth-shaking discoveries such as which 
things we should avoid (dirty water and smoke) or 
seek out (leafy g.reen vege1ables) and which things 
were irrelevant (the length of your nose). I could 
understand the logic of these things. Like democ-
racy, not great, but the best we have. 

But I was still missing something. I know I'm 
slow to learn. but I've had a hard time seeing what 
tied these sciences together. What made for 
good-quality science? I knew that peer review was 
important. But who were my peers? Could a soil 
scientist be a peer for a social scientist? Was an 
ecologist as good a scientist as a physicist? Re-
cently, thanks to a couple of ground-breaking sci-
entific announcements, I've had D major 
breakthrough in my understanding of many of 
these issues. 

First, J saw an article in @Guelph saying tJ1at 
Monarch butterflies are alive and well, and that 
"biotechnology" js not ba(llling the ml This amaz-
ing annow1cement was apparentJy based on a par-
tially completed study that involved studying how 
far pollen from genetically modified corn travels 
and comparing the estimated amounts found on 
leaves with doses expected to bam1 butterfly lar-
vae. Not a bad study, and it answers some impor-
tant questions, but as fur as I could tell, no one 
actually looked at the -popuJation dynamics of 
Monarch butterflies, their flight and resting pat-
terns in relation to the major com-producing ar-
eas of North America, or the most important 
causes of death in these beautiful creatures. So 
what I learned from this was: 

1) You don't need to have your work reviewed by 
scientific peers before you announce your results. 
2) You don't even actually have to complete a 
study to announce the results. 

And better yet: 
3) The reslilts you announce don't actually have 
to be based on the research you did. 

While I was mulling over the new freedom this 
gave me as a scientist, I was confronted with yet 
another amazing scientific announcement. Ge-
netically modified foods are safe! Wow. Public 
fears about GMOs, it turns out, are just a phase 
people are going through, similar to phases people 
went through when confronted with other new 
technologies such as cars, nuclear bombs and mi-
crowaves. It really made me think. When cars firs! 
came along. l bet there were some wacko people 
who suggested that one day cars would be an im-
portant cause of death and dismemberment 
worldwide, that cities and roads would be built 10 
accommodate cars rather than people, that this 
would result in the loss of some of our most valu-
able farmland, and that cars wou1d be a major 
contributor to global warming and climate desta-
bilization, resulting in an increase in extreme 
weather events such as droughts, rainstorms and 
hurricanes. What a crazy person that would have 
been! like the nutcase who once suggested that 
spongiform encephalopathies- things like scra-
pie in sheep and Creuzfeldt- Jakob Disease in peo-
ple - might cross species barriers and that 
therefore recycling sheep into cattle feed might 
not be a good idea. Or the irrational fanatic who 
suggested that it might be a bad thing if fanners 
were dependent on private companies for their 
sowces of seeds in a rapidly changing global envi-
ronment. 

Obviowly, my fears about these things meant I 
was going through a phase. 

But whom would J turn to for wisdom to help 
me become an adult about this? To put m}' stupid 
fears to rest? 

I a1so learned about this from the GMO an-
nouncement. People who study the environment 
are environmentalists, and people who study 
genes are scientis1s. This is an important distinc-
tion. They didn't say anything about epidemiolo-
gists, but I know there are genetic epidemiologists, 
so maybe I'm OK - although because I don't 
study the world under completely controlled and 
unrealistic conditions, I am definitelr suspect. 

In any case, all these insights made me rethink 
many of my old biases. Many of the fear-S I had, I 
realized, were based on ecological and social stud-
ies in the real world, rather than on good hard-
nosed experiments. I used to think, for instance, 
that DDT might be a bad thing. r knew that volw1-
teers were actually fed DDT in the 1950s and suf-
(ered no ill effects. I knew that DDT had helped 
wipe out malaria in some parts of the world. How 
could I have been so stupid as to think DDT might 
not be all good? It's because I thought that ecolo-
gists and people who study the environment were 
also dassified as scientists. I now know this is 
wrong. I should have discounted tJ1at informa-
tion. 

Listen, folks. The butterflies are OK. GM Os are 
completely safe. BST is improving ow physical, 
social and mental well-being. And mod cow dis-
ease will never infect people. Trust me. I'm a sci-
entist. 

Pro( David Waltner-Toews 
Population Medicine 

• • • 
@Guelph welcomes letters to the editor. They 
should be signed by the author and submitted 
electTonically whenever possible. A maximum 
length of 500 words is suggested. @Guelpli 
reserves the right to edit letters for length, style 
and clarity. Submit letters to Barbara Chance at 
bchance@exec.admin.uoguelph.ca. 
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Exhibit of 
Master 
Drawings 
Opens 
March 16 
AN EXHIBIT OF facsimile 

reproductions of about 50 
master drawings from the Albertina 
Museum in Vienna will open next 
month in the U of G Library's 
Archives and Special Collections. 

The exhibit - including repro-
ductions of works by such Euro-
pean masters as Rembrandt, 
Albrecht Oi.irer, Michelangelo, 
Gustav Klimt and Egon Schiele -
will open with a public lecture on 
the Albertina Collection of Graphic 
Art, to be given by Austrian art his-
torian Sybille-Karin Moser, a visit-
ing professor in the School of Fine 
Art and Music. 

The lecture and a reception to be 
attended by Austria's recentJy ap-
pointed ambassador to Canada, 
Wendelin Ettmayer, will take place 
March 16 at 5 p.m. at the Macdon-
ald Stewart Art Centre. 

A faculty member at the Univer-
sity of Innsbruck, Moser is an ex-
pert in German art, particularly 
from the period 1470 to 1530, and 
19"' -century landscape painting. 
Since arriving at Guelph in Septem-
ber, she has taught two art history 
courses and is organizing the Alber-
tina exhibit. 

Moser's visil resulted from dis-
cussions held in 1997 between 
president Mordechai Rozanski and 
Austrian university officials inter-
ested in Canadian university ad-
ministration. Further discussions 
involved Alois Sablatnig, who until 
last year was the Austrian consuJ. 

Fine art professor Chandler 
Kirwin says the University is fortu-
nate to have Moser visit. "We're 
grateful to the Austrian embassy 
and the nation to have provided the 
funds that make such exchanges 
possible," he says. "Our students 
have benefited, and the faculty have 
had a great uplift of morale." 

The Art Gallery of Ontario in 
Toronto is currentJy showing a dif-
ferent exhibition of 45 masterworks 
from the Albertina. 

Viewing hours for the Guelph 
exhibition are 8:30 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
Monday to Friday. The show con-
tinues until the end of April. 

@Guelph 
Schedule 

Publication Copy 
Date Deadline 

March l Feb. 21 
March 15 March6 
March 29 March 20 
April 12 April 3 
April 26 April 14 
May 10 May! 
May24 May 15 
June7 May29 
June 21 June 12 



A HEALTHY APPROACH TO HERBALS 
"We can all help by informing our MPs that we insist on regulations 

for product labelling and enforcement of appropriate legislation" 

A RECENT TORONTO STAR 

article tided 1' Bl ind Trust: 
Herbal Cures" provided a 
va1uable service by 

wa rning buyers about the possible 
problems in using herbal remedies. 
Generally, however, the article was 
extremely negative. The writer 
viewed the situatio n as a problem 
likely never to be rectified instead of 
as an opportunity to improve 
Canada's herbal medicine industry to 
one that might act as a world 
standard . 

Although herbal remedies have 
been used for thousands of years, 
there is lfrt1e information about their 
safety or effectiveness. What infor-
mation is available is generally lim-
ited to testimonials or non-
placebo-coatrolled trials. There is 
even less information on the possible 
interactions of these remedies with 
other prescription medications that a 
patient may be taking. Often, a pri-
mary ca regiver is unaware that a patient is using alternative 
health care and thus cannot explain a lack of efficacy of pre-
scribed medications and/or side effects of prescription medica-
tion use or withdrawal. 

Many individuals and groups are trying to rectify this situa-
tion. The newly opened Office of Natural Health Products 
(ONHP) within Health Canada is intended to ensure that all 
natural health products, including herbal remedies, meet 
widely accepted standards of evidence for safety, efficacy and 
quality. For most herbal remedies, such standards do not yet ex-
ist. The new agency also plans to develop quality standards for 
measuring active ingredients in herbal compounds. This could 
take years because it may be necessary to develop new methods 
of analysing spec ific herbal chemicals to create these standards. 

The ONHP is also involved in the regulation of product la-
belling and warnings. And the agency intends to decide which 
standards are needed to support efficacy claims. Drug standards 
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are currently the only standards available, but they are impracti-
cal for an industry that has lower profits than the drug industry 
and whose products already have a long history of demon-
strated use. 

A second group that is trying to improve the quality of 
herbal products is the Natural Health Product Technology 
Cluster, a new business cluster being formed by U of G's Hu-
man Nutraceutical Research Unit, PureSource Natural Prod-
ucts, Herbworks and Walnut Hill Farm. The goal of the cluster 
is to increase the quality of natural health products in Ontario 
by enabling the players to share ideas and technology. The hope 
is that growers will learn more about growing individual herbs 
and that manufacturers will discuss product labelling, quality 
and efficacy. A third group, the Natural H ealth Products Manu-
facturers of Canada, aims to improve the quality of natural 
health products currently sold in Canada, and to promote the 
public policy interests and strengths of Canadian manufactur-

ers and distributors. 
It appears that these and other 

groups are interested in working to-
ward a common goal: improving the 
quality of natural health products 
sold in Canada. With the industry 
working together, substandard grow-
ers and manufacturers will be 
"weeded out" (pun intended) . None 
of this, however, will take place with-
out the work of individual Canadians. 
We can all help by informing our MPs 
that we insist on regulations for prod-
uct labelling and enforcement of ap-
propriate legislation. We need to 
demand information in order to dis-
tinguish among various claims for 
proof of efficacy (e.g., testimonials 
versus clinical trials). and we need to 
support companies that contribute to 
research, education and better natural 
health products. In short, we need to 
become informed consumers. 

What is the University of Guelph's 
role? Individual professors, along 

with their teams of bright, young graduate students, have a 
vested interest in research and education pertaining to natural 
health products. Here at Guelph, the Human Nutraceutical Re-
search Unit helps industry with human clinical trials to deter-
mine the efficacy of herbal remedies, nutraceuticals and related 
products. The Natural Health Product Technology Cluster 
mentioned earlier will bring together businesses to improve 
product quality. Finally, the Guelph Centre for Functional 
Foods is world-renowned for its analysis of food and herbal in-
gredients. 

Through these and other efforts, U of G is contributing to 
the positive growth of the natural health products industry. We 
intend that future newspaper articles will be ones of praise and 
support for bona fide herbals and proven low-cost health care. 

Prof Julie Conquer is director of U of G's Human Nr1traceutical 
Researcli Unit and an adjunct professor in tile Department of 
Human Biology and Nutritiona l Sciences. 

Parasites Threaten Ontario Crop Pollination 
Researcher uses integrated pest management to control migratory mites 

As HONEYBEE colonies slumber 
through the winter, two 

potentially devastating parasitic 
mites are threatening their survival 
- and the future of Ontario 
agriculture. 

The problem is actually two para-
sites- the tracheal and varroa mites 
- that have migrated from the 
United States and are making a new 
home in Ontario beehives. These 
mites have the potential to devastate 
the province's bee population, caus-
ing not only a shortage of honey but 
also major problems for fruit and 
vegetable producers who rely on 
bees to pollinate their crops. h 's esti-
mated that honeybees account for 80 
per cent of all pollination and are re-
sponsible for ensuring approxi-
mately one-third of the food supply. 

But a research program at U of G 
is stemming the potential devasta-
tion with an integrated program that 
uses genetics and traditional pest-
control methods. Led by Medhat 
Nasr, a technology transfer specialist 
for the Ontario Beekeepers Associa-
tion based at U of G, the program 
achieved an 80-per-cent drop in 
mortality rates in bees infected with 
mites and increased the production 
of queen bees - which are crucial 
for commercial beekeeping - from 
2,500 in 1990 to about 15,000 this 
year. 

"Bees are mainly used for crop 
pollination in Ontario, not for honey 
production," says Nasr. "If these 
parasitic mites take over, we'll see a 
drastic decline in crop yields over the 
next few years." 

V anoa mites infest bees at an im-
mature stage in their development, 
leading them to grow into adults 
with deformed wings, low weight 
and a greatly reduced lifespan. 
Equally devastating is the tracheal 
mite, which lives inside the bee's tra-
chea (breathing tube) . Once inside, 
tracheal mites breed and reproduce, 
filling the bee's trachea with their 
offspring and inhibiting breathing 
capacity. If an infected bee doesn't 
suffocate, its ability to fly long dis-
tances to pollinate crops is hindered. 

Nasr is using integrated pest-
management (IPM) techniques to 
control the mites. Rather than rely-
ing solely on chemicals for pest con-
trol, fPM integrates other methods 
such as breeding and special man-
agement practices to keep pest 

populations at bay. 
Recently, Nasr successfully bred 

bees that are attractive to the tracheal 
mites for a shorter span of their life, 
decreasing the opportunity for mites 
to infect young bees. 

Nasr has also studied the effec-
tiveness of formic acid as a means of 
repelling mites. Formic acid is a 
natural product produced by ants 
and is also found in honey. Nasr 
found formic acid to be 90- to 95-
per-cent effective against both tra-
cheal and varroa mites, and it' leaves 
no residue in the honey or wax. 

Part of Nasr's mite-control pro-
gram involves alternating the use of 
Apistan - a chemical currently used 
to control mite infestations - with 
formic acid. Generally, Apistan is ap-
plied to hives twice a year, but by al-
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ternating it with formic acid, 
beekeepers need to apply it only 
once. This reduces chemical use and 
delays the emergence of Apistan-
resistant mites, which Nasr says have 
already emerged in the States. 

"IPM doesn't lead to the com-
plete eradication of the mites," he 
says. "But it does reduce the likeli-
hood of beekeepers becoming over-
reliant on a pesticide. It's more effec-
tive in the long run." 

This work is funded by Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Canada through 
the CanAdapt program (adminis-
tered by the Agricultural Adaptation 
Council), the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, 
and the Beekeepers of Ontario. 

BY LAURA LEVAC 
OFFICE OF RESEARCH 
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THE CHICKEN AND THE EGG 
Curiosity and science go hand in hand for OAC geneticist 

Profi. Ann Gibbins, recently reappointed 
chair of the Department of Anima1 and 
Po~ltr:r Sci_ence, embodies the notion of 
curiosity with a capital C. 

She grew up wanting to be an archeologist, but in 
those days, it seemed like something you'd do as a 
hobby, not as a career. It's no coincidence, however, 
that two of her three sons (and a daughter-in-law) 
are archeologists themselves. "When the family gets 
together, we have mini-lectures and slide shows 
about everyone's latest projects and travels," she 
says. "It's wonderful." 

Last year, her eldest son, David, a marine arche-
ologist, took her on a strenuous hike into the Welsh 
mountains to mark her 60v. birthday. "It was a freez-
ing February day with snow flurries, and I was the 
oldest person at a peak I'd first visited over 45 years 
ago. But as we strode out, David gave me a long and 
fascinating account of his latest book, The Periplus of 
the Erythrides- based on the journey of an ancient 
trader in the Red Sea - and the day sped by. It was 
the best birthday present." 

After archeology, Gibbins pondered a career in 
mathematics. "My earliest memories of my father 
were of working with him on mathematical puzzles, 
writing all around the borders of newspapers. My 
senior grammar school years were devoted largely to 
mathematics, which I Loved, but Britain in the 1950s offered lit-
tle for a female maths grad except teaching - and I wanted to 
do research.'' 

So she turned to biochemistry, which she studied at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham. She graduated with a fjrst-class honours 
degree - and a husband. Norman Gibbins was a biochemistry 
student in the same department and is now a faculty member in 
Guelph's Department of Microbiology. 

Ann Gibbins loved the challenging, dynamic aspect of bio-
chemistry and the emerging information about molecular ge-
netics. The structure of DNA had only recently been elucidated, 
and she read a review of the newly discovered messenger RNA 
molecules when she was in hospital after the birth of her firs t 
son. "I was hooked," she says. 

Because of family responsibilities and moves to various parts 
of the world, Gibbins didn't obtain her doctorate in genetics 
from Guelph until age 40, having obtained a master's degree in 
microbiology along the way. 

"Everything came together wonderfully," she says. "I began 
my post-doctoral position in OVC just at the time genetic engi-
neering technology was launched, and I seemed to have the 
right mixture of skills to join in. I honestly did all of this back-
ground education because I wanted to learn something new 
every day. It sounds trite, but it's true. No one was more sur-
prised than I that I've ended up where I am today, because I 
never had any particular ambition for career advancement." 

Where Gibbins is today is chair of one of the largest depart-
ments at U of G, a member of. Senate and Board of Governors, 
and the Canadian (and North American) representative to 
NATO's Life Sciences and Technology Committee. The four-
year NATO ap,pointrnent involves three visits a year to Brussels 
or another NA'FO country capital. She attended the first meet-
ing in Brussels in January and says she experienced the intense 
pleasure of spending several days in often passionate debate 
with 15 other scientists, each from a different NA 1"0 country or 
affiliate. 

Gibbins likes the idea that the NATO science program was 
developed in a spirit of international co-operation by another 
Canadian and a former prime minister, the late Lester Pearson. 
With the close of the Cold War, the science panel supports col-
laborative programs between NATO members and former 
Eastern bloc countries, with the aim of advancing peace 
through the appropriate use of science. "To be a member of this 
group is a privilege," she says, "and it will lead to lasting friend-
ships for me throughout Europe." 

Those of us with just a pedestrian sense of curiosity are still 
puzzled by which came first, the chicken or the egg. For 
Gibbins, the point is moot. For 20 years, she has been intrigued 
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by the possibility of deliberately engineering changes in the ge-
netic makeup of the chicken so that the hen can deposit useful 
products in the egg. 'fhese changes are made to the chick em-
bryo and are extremely difficult to achieve because the embryo 
develops in its own little fortress - the hard-shelled egg. The 
strategy for accessing the embryo's genetic material developed 
by Gibbins and former colleagues Rob Etches and Jim Petitt is 
now used in research laboratories around the world. 

Gibbins's main interest in this program has been to bring 
about useful and efficient gene engineering, and all of her 
group's work nowadays is devoted to altering the chicken lyso-
zyrne gene. Lysozyme is a natural antibiotic that exists in the egg 
to protect the growing embryo against bacteria. In Asia and 
Europe, lysozyme is highly valued for its health benefits and for 
its use in food preservation - on salads and refrigerated meats 
and seafood, and in wine and cheese. Canada already produces 
about a fifth of the world's supply of natural lysozyme extracted 
from egg white, and Gibbins's goal is to produce variations of 
the lysozyrne gene that will code for antibiotics with greater sta-
bility and range of effectiveness against pathogens than the 
natural lysozymes. These modified lysozymes will be produced 
in transgenic chickens containing the engineered genes. Be-
cause the more effective antibiotics will be deposited in the egg, 
the novel product can be harvested easily. 

In demand around the world for her knowledge of trans-
genic systems, particularly transgenic poultry, Gibbins is quick 
to credit her success to her graduate students over the years. "I 
have been blessed with excellent graduate students, many of 
whom have ended up being very important to me as dose 
friends for life. There is little I enjoy more than meeting with 
one of my group and grappling successfully with a problem that 
has come up in the lab. It wipes away all the other irritating 
things that can happen in the day." 

Gibbins believes that she and her team of graduate students 
and a research associate are at an exciting stage of their work. 
"Before I retiie, I think that we shall have achieved what we've 
been working towards for a long time." 

OAC dean Rob McLaughlin says Gibbins's attitude is a key 
to her success. "She's not just an internationally recognized 
scholar - a global guru on the avian genome. She brings as 
much enthusiasm and interest when she gives a talk to a group 
of high school students as she does to a group of leading scien-
tists at an international conference." 

Gibbins doesn't court controversy or the limelight, but she 
doesn't shy away from it either. Biotechnology is her area of re-
search, and it also makes for sensational headlines these days. 
She believes that one enormous benefit university researchers 
gain by also being teachers is that the classroom keeps them in 
tune with the issues beyond their laboratories. 
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"Teaching involves debate, and debate results in 
these issues being kept constantly at the forefront 
of our thought processes. This is why it's so useful 
to marry research and teaching as we do here at 
Guelph, especially with emerging technologies 
such as genetic engineering." 

Gibbins has served on review panels for the 
Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI ), the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Coun-
cil and Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, and has 
held several international review assignments. In-
ternationally recognized for her contributions in 
the field, she has been asked to give an address on 
the consequences of agricultural biotechnology to 
the International Conference ofWomen Engineers 
and Scientists in 2002. 

" I'm glad I have two years to prepare, to develop 
my ideas carefully," she says. "I want to strike ex-
actly the right balance, and I expect this will be one 
of the most difficult talks I shall ever have to give." 

Gibbins doesn't see herself as a crusader on be-
half of women and until now has eschewed being 
held up as such. "I find it difficult to be seen as a 
role model because there is no single or ideal way to 
handle one's career and private life - and my way 
of handling it has certainly been odd. I like to en-
courage people - female or male - and help stu-

dents who are experiencing moments of self-doubt, but I am 
uncomfortable if my own path to where I am today is seen as a 
special formula. But as I get older, I am getting more and more 
concerned about the likelihood of women being absorbed into 
the workforce in an appropriate way. At Guelph, we have an ex-
cellent atmosphere in which professional women can work, 
which isn' t necessarily the case at other organizations. rm be-
coming more impatient about the issue of obstacles to women. 
What will the future offer for my two granddaughters, l won-
der?" 

Gibbins reckons that the remaining four years of her career 
will fly by. She finds her department an exciting and challeng-
ing place. " In the past few years, we have raised $2.5 mill.ion 
from various agencies to fund tenure-track faculty bridging po-
sitions. Since May 1998, we have added five new faculty mem-
bers, with t\vo more expected in the next few months." 

Major renovations in the department are under way with 
the construction of the University's Genome ManipuJation 
Laboratory complex, made possible by funds from CFI and 
other partners and collaboration across campus. The depart-
ment is also developing a strong focus in mathematical model-
ling of animal production systems, as well as participating in 
intense lobbying for provincial and federal investment in ani-
mal genomics at Guelph and elsewhere. 

Curiosity and science go hand in hand, says Gibbins. "I be-
came a scientist because there are all these intriguing puzzles 
that need to be solved." 

An irrelevant thought occurs to this writer: "Do you read 
inystery novels?" "Yes, I love them," she laughs. "In fact, I plan 
to try to Mite one when 1 retire." She'd also like to revive her 
childhood love of mathematics. 

That isn't all. A few years ago, Gibbins and her husband vis-
ited the Caribbean island of Saba, which is only accessible by 
small plane. At takeoff, the plane launched over the sea only a 
few metres over the waves. "I had one of the biggest adrenalin 
rushes of my life," she says. "'I thought: 'Yes, this is something I 
should have learned to do."' When she told her 87-year-old 
mother about this, Gibbins was intrigued to learn that her 
mother had subscribed to Flight magazine through the 1930s 
and had always wanted to be a pilot. "So I guess it's in the 
genes 

O ut of curiosity, what has and still does matter most in 
Gibbins's life? "Family, of course. Even though our family is 
geographically spread out over thousands of miles, it's very 
close and supportive. For years, my husband and I worked hard 
to give our sons an interesting upbringing, never r~ing how 
much more they and their partners and children would give us 
in return. What more could we want?" 



Malaysia to Host Course in Mangrove Forests 
Twenty students will spend three weeks studying flora and fauna in mangrove forests 

" I 'VE BEEN DREAMING since I 
was a child about goin g to a 

tropical far-off land and studyin g 
animals, and now I have the 
opportunity," says fourth-year 
zoology student Holly Kanold, who 
will spend three weeks this spring 
studying the f1ora and fauna of 
mangrove forests in Malaysia as part 
of a new Guelph field course. 

Kanold and 19 other students will 
take part in 1he inaugural session of 
"Bio1ic Diversity and Ecology of 
Mangrove Forest," an interdiscipli-
nary field course that brings together 
zoology and botany faculty and stu-
dents from Guelph and from the In-
stitute of Biological Sciences at the 
University of Malaya. 

"If you want to know about man-
groves, Malaysia is the place to go,1' 

says course o rganizer Prof. Patrick 
Woo, Zoology. 

Malaysia's mangroves contain 
more kinds of plants and anirnaJs 
than those in tropical Australia, the 
Red Sea, tropical Africa and the 
Americas, including Florida. Found 
where fresh water meets the ocean, 
mangrove forests consist of woody 
plants in estuaries and sheltered 
shores throughout the tropics and 
subtropics. 

These plants survive regular in-
undation by saJnvater through vari-
ous adaptations, including 
"breathing" roots and above-ground 

roots. TypicaJ animal species include 
monitor lizards, estuarine croco-
diles, crabs, fish and prawns. 

The course will be offered in 
three locations - the Institute of 
Biological Sciences in Kuala Lum-
pur, the 201-hectare Kuala Selangor 
Nature Park run by the Malaysian 
Nature Society and the Matang 
Man grove Forest Reserve, which is 
managed by the federaJ government 
for timber, aquaculture and conser-
vation. 

Considered the best-managed 
mangrove forest in the world, the 
Matang reserve is aJso the largest one 
(more than 40,000 hectares) in pen-
insular Malaysia. It has been man-
aged on a sustainable basis since the 
early 1900s, beginning under British 
colonial rule. 

The idea fo r a field course in 
mangrove fores ts grew from Woo's 
long-standing research and teaching 
ties with institutions in Southeast 
Asia, including Malaysia and neigh-
bouring Singapore. Woo, a re-
spected parasitologist, will teach the 
invertebrate zoology component of 
the course. Fellow zoologist Prof. Bill 
Beamish will teach fish and water 
quality, and Prof. Usher Poslusmy, 
Botany, will teach the plant module. 

Led by the three U of G professors 
and six Malaysian faculty members, 
students from both universities will 
attend lectures and discussion 

groups, identify organisms, analyse 
data and present group reports. They 
will also conduct a research project 
on an aspect of mangrove forest bio-
diversity. 

As with other senior field courses 
offered by the College of Biological 
Science - including treks to Cana-
da's Arctic, Australia and Eastern 
Canada - the course will be offered 
every two years. In a unique twist, U 
of G students will pair up with Ma-
laysian counterparts on a research 
project. Those collaborations began 
in January and are continuing by e-
mail as students design their re-
search project to be completed 
abroad. 

"To me, that's a very important 
component of their education, their 
training," says Woo. "It's a bold ap-
proach." 

Beamish says Woo's idea to have 
the students work in pairs - one 
from each country - should en-
courage the exchange of cultural and 
biological information and ideas. 
"Our students are in for the thrill of a 
lifetime," he says. 

Along with a Malaysian profes-
sor, Woo is currently co-editing his 
fourth book on fish diseases. He has 
worked in Africa, South and Central 
America, Europe and, particularly 
during the past decade, Southeast 
Asia. His initial discussions in Ma-
laysia were partly funded by a grant 

from the Canadian International 
Development Agency. 

Beamish has studied fish in 
blackwater peat swamps of central 
Malaysia and is collaborating with 
Burapha University in Thailand on 
investigations of freshwater fish and 
environmental quality. 

Mangroves and Malaysia \vill be 
new ground for Posluszny, who nor-
mally studies the development of 
mostly freshwater plants. "1 think it's 
great," he says of the new course. " I 
think it's essential because the great-
est diversity of plants occurs in the 
tropics." 

Besides enabling students to 
learn about mangrove forests and 
how to conduct a field research proj-
ect, the course is intended to foster 
self-directed learning and initiate 
further scientific and cultural inter-
actions. Woo envisions Malaysian 
students eventually visiting Guelph 
in turn and anticipates that the proj-
ect will also lead to further research 
collaborations between U of G and 
Malaysian scientists. 

"I was incredibly excited to have 
been accepted into this course," says 
Kanold. Having worked in veteri-
nary clinics and at Guelph's 
Kortright Waterfowl Park, she hopes 
to "find out what field work is really 
like. I'm excited to meet our Malay-
sian counterparts, to learn about an-
other culture. I'm looking forward to 

spending some time that far away 
from home and maybe learning a bit 
more about myself." 

Founded in the early 1900s, the 
University of Malaya has about 2,000 
faculty and 15,000 undergraduates 
and is the country's premier 
research-intensive university. 

For more information , visit the 
Web site www.CBS.uoguelph.ca/ 
mangrove. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 
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France-lsabdle A-uzanneau of 
Don Mills will join the Depart-
ment of Chemistry and Bio-
chemistry as assistant professor 
June I , 2000. 

William Deen of Ridgetown 
was appointed assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Plant 
Agriculture Jan. 3. 

Prof. Jana Janokiram has 
been appointed associate profes-
sor in the College Faculty of En-
vironmental Design and Rural 
Development, effective July 1, 
1999. 

Prof. Al Lauzon has been ap-
pointed associate professor in 
the College Faculty of Environ-
mental Desigp and Rural Devel-
opment, effective July I , 1999. 
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l lil formation on University of Guelph Pension Plans 
Editor's note: The following was 
submitted for publication in 
@Guelph by Nancy Sullivan, vice-
president (financ.e and ad.mini~ 
stration). 

I NA RECENTLY distributed issue of 
the U of G Faculty Association's 

News and Views, Prof. John Benson, 
Economics, raised a number of 
pension-related matters. Because his 
letter has engendered inquiries from 
members of the University com-
munity, who are members of the 
pension plans, about their individual 
pension benefits, I have decided to 
provide a response to the issues 
raised in that letter. To reach as 
many individual plan members as 
possible, I have chosen to do this 
through @Guelph. 

It is important to understand that 
the University's pension plans are 
defined benefit plans and, as such, 
guarantee a certain dollar amount of 
pension income at retirement. The 
amount of.this pension is defined by 
a formula set out in the plans based 
on the members' earnings and 
length of participation. This pension 
benefit must be met by the Univer-
sity as the underwriter or final guar-
antor of this benefit, and that 
obligation is not diminished nor af-
fected by any reduction in employer 
contributions. 

It is important to note that the 
employer contribution savings (the 
so-called pension contribution holi-
day) that were used to help meet ex-
penditure obligations in the 
operating budget did not involve 
withdrawing funds from the pension 
plans. This would be in violation of 
the pension laws of Ontario. Fur-
thermore, the assets of the pension 
plans are not held by the University 
but by an institutiona1 trustee, Royal 
Trust. With this as context, I wish to 
respond to the key points raised by 

Prof. Benson to ensure that plan 
members and retirees have the full 
facts . 

Piao Tert Issues 
Prof. Benson, on behalf of the 

UGFA, has been discussing four is-
sues related to pension language 
with the University administration 
in an agreed-upon attempt to deter-
mine whether there are possible 
resolutions to these issues. I agree 
with his assessment that we appear 
to have made significant progress on 
three of the four issues - a fairly 
noteworthy accomplishment given 
the complexity of the issues. The 
process for any proposed amend-
ments would be for the administra-
tion to recommend amending 
language to the Pensions and Bene-
fits Committee of Board of Gover-
nors, for its consideration and a 
recommendation to the board. 

The administration would, of 
course, consult with the Advisory 
Committee on Pensions and Bene-
fits, which is composed exclusively 
of representatives of employee 
groups and retirees, about any pro-
posed pension text changes that af-
fect the pension plans before 
initiating the approval process. 

li'he fourth point involves a chal-
lenge to the University's contention 
that it has a legal right to take an em-
ployer contribution holiday. As 
noted below, tli.e University has ex-
ercised this right through consulta-
tion with employee groups. 

Employer Contribution Holiday 
Prof. Benson suggests that the 

University refused to contribute to 
the professional pension plan during 
the social contract period ( 1993 to 
1996). The reality is that the "local 
social contract agreement," arrived 
at after prolonged negotiations with 
all employee groups, including the 
UGFA, clearly provided for the Uni-

With the credenttal'i of choice 

Master of Management Studies 
Graduate Degree could be your next stepl 

Study Options Available: 
• Part-Time, 2 Years by Distance Learning 

Full-Time, 1 Year Residential Program 

Contact us today 
for more infonnation: 
DISTANCE LEARNING: 

e-mail: smardov@uoguelph.ca 
Website: http:/ /www.EMBA.uoguelph.ca/ 
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e-mail: hafamms@uoguelph.ca 

Website: http://www.uoguelph.ca/HAFA/ 
Toll Free in Canada J-888-335·7773 

Fax: 1 ·419-823-4512 
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versity to take a full pension contri-
bution holiday as a way of finding a 
portion of the budget savings re-
quired to deal with the devastating 
cuts to the University's operating 
budget to avoid involuntary meas-
ures. 

Subsequently, for the period 
1997 to 2001, the compensation 
agreements ratified by the University 
and UGFA have provided for up to a 
full employer contribution holiday. 
In any event, for the past two years, 
the University has been precluded 
from contributing to all three plans 
because of Revenue Canada regula-
tions that limit the amount of sur-
plus in the plans. This is an 
indication of the financial health of 
the plans. 

Like the social contract period, 
these employer contribution holi~ 
days have been one-time solutions in 
our operating budget to fund per-
manent' salary increases awarded to 
fac;ulty and librarians, including the 
payment of deferred TAPSI, as well 
as increases awarded to all other em-
ployee groups. It is necessary to em-
phasize that a salary increase is 
permanent and the effect on the 
budget compounds, i.e., the employ-
ee's higher salary is the starting point 
on which any negotiated increases 
are calculated. This is why each year 
in fhe operating budget, a way must 
be found to cover past increases as 
well as future increases and to cover 
the ever-increasing cost of our pack-
age of group benefits. The contribu-
tion holidays are one-time and leave 
a "structural deficit" that mw t be 
met with base solutions. 

Absent the pension contribution 
holiday, the University would have 
had to identify increased revenue or 
expenditure reductions in the neigh-
bourhood of$6 million from the op-
erating budget in the current 
(1999/2000) fiscal year. In reality. I 

regret to say, this could only come 
from even greater increases in enrol-
ment or tuition fees or through ex-
penditure reductions in our largest 
expenditure area - faculty and staff 
compensation. 

Supplementary Pension 
Arrangements 

During the last round of negotia-
tions, the University agreed to meet 
with the UGFA to discuss its interest 
in a supplementary pension arrange-
ment to enhance the pension income 
for faculty members and librarians 
whose current salaries exceed 
$ 100,000. The administration made 
it clear during these negotiations 
that such an arrangement could not 
legally be funded from the pension 
plans. The cost of any pension bene-
fit supplementary to the guarantee in 
our defined benefit plan would be 
another expenditure item in the op-
erating budget and would have to be 
considered in the light of the total 
compensation for faculty and li-
brarians. 

Let me add that improvements to 
the University's pension plans since 
1994 have been significant. A total of 
$57.4 million in pension benefit im-
provements was approved by B of G 
during this period. For retirees, this 
has resulted in a number of inflation 
adjustment imerovements that es-
sentially provided full ad hoc infla-
tion protection up to 1998 for older 
retirees who receive a University 
pension and at least CPI minus two 
per cent for more recent retirees. 
These adjusnnenrs were over and 
above the annual inflation adjust-
ment committed under our pension 
plans. Some retirees have also en-
joyed increases resulting from the 
enhanced value of certain joint and 
survivor options. 

For both retirees and active em-
ployees, B of G approved permanent 
inflation protection changes from 

CPI minus 2.5 per cent to OPl minus 
two per cent. 

For active employees, the board 
approved a permanent "rule of85," a 
permanent reduction in the actuarial 
penalty for early retirement from six 
per cent to three per cent a year, an 
improvement in the benefit formula 
from l .4 per cent and two per cent to 
l .S per cent and two per cent, and a 
change from best average salary over 
five consecutive years to three. 

Note that as part of the $57.4 mil-
lion in improvements, in May 1999, 
enhancements totalling $18.8 million 
were presented to the Pensions and 
Benefits Committee and to B of G, 
with an understanding by faculty, 
staff and retiree representatives that 
the University would require an em-
ployer contribution holiday as part of 
our one~time solutions to our ongo-
ing budget challenges. 

Our pension plans are well man-
aged and very competitive. That 
some faculty who have encountered a 
Revenue Canada-imposed limit on 
pension benefits might wish to dis-
cuss other options is understandable. 
I would also note that Prof. Benson's 
pension calculations neglect to men-
tion there are other government 
benefits available to retirees, includ-
ing the Canada Pension Plan, which 
is in addition to the University pen-
sion. 

As a final point, the University has 
also agreed that the issue of pension 
contribution holidays for both the 
employer and employees will be re-
visited in the next round of fucuJry 
and librarian salary and benefit nego-
tiations in winter 2001. Any such 
considerations would, of course, also 
be discussed during negoriations 
with other employee groups at the 
University. 

I trust this clarifies the pension 
benefits available to plan members 
and retirees. 

bperience the 
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t1ENATE REPORT Agribusiness Course Marks 
Quarter-Century at U of G Continued from page 1 

One-time special offering finds a long-term niche 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO, Prof. 

Tom Funk, then new to 
Guelph's Department of Agri-
cultural Economics and Business, 
came up with the idea of creating a 
three-day intensive course in the 
basic elements of marketing for 
agribusiness managers. 

"I thought it would be interest-
ing, so I decided 10 develop the 
course <Agribusiness Marketing 
Management' with the support of 
Virginia Gray and her team in Con-
tinuing Education and thought we 
might offer it once," says Funk, a 
specialist in agribusiness marketing 
and a consultant to leading agribusi-
ness firms. " I didn' t know it would 
be so well received or go on for so 
Jong." 

That one-time special offering 
turned into a regular course that he 
has now taught for 25 years. An an-
niversary celebration was held Jan. 
21 on the last day of this year's 
course. 

..,,,,,,., '/'"''~" 

t/~_,,,,.o ,,,_,,.,,._ '' 
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c::lude meeting with city officials 
and developers to encourage con-
struction of more apartment units 
or houses that include apartment 
accommodation, looking at con-
verting some city housing spaces 
on a one-time basis, and asking 
member.s of the University and the 
community to consider taking in 
students or renovating their ac-
commodations to make -Space 
available. 

\oVhiteside said student support 
staff are. talking with students cur-
rently in residence to let them 
know in advance how the housing 
situation is.shaping up for next fall. 
ln addition, a Web site has been es-
tablished to provide information 
on available housing for students 
coming from out of town. 

She also reported that plans for 
a new student residence, slated for 
completion in fall 2001, are well 
under way. 

In response to a question from 
a student senator about a possible 
merger of the College of Biological 
Science and the College of Physical 
and 'Engineering Science, Camp-
bell said he and the president have 
invited the colleges to consider 
their futures, including the possi-

bility of a merger. This is an oppor-
tune time to consider these issues, 
he said, because CPES dean Bob 
McCrindlc retires this summer and 
CBS dean Bob Sheath has decided 
not to seek a second term and will 
return to teaching and research. 
The provost said he· expects the two 
colleges to consult and debate 
widely on their futu{e in the com-
ing months and to make a decision 
by the end of the summer. Both he 
and Rozanski stressed that this is 
not a budgetary issue. 

Megan Gariepy, Central Stu-
dent Association external commis-
sioner and deputy chair of the 
Canadian Federation of Students, 
updated Senate on the student-led 
Access 2000 campaign, which is 
lobbying the federal government to 
invest $3.7 billion from the budget 
surplus in post-secondary educa-
tion. 

She reponed on events that oc-
curred nationwide on a day of ac-
tion Feb. 2, including a Toronto 
rally that drew 300 Guelph stu-
dents, a record number for the 
University, she said. She noted that 
Guelph was the fi.rst university to 
declare Feb. 2 a penalty-free day for 
students. 

More than I ,000 agribusiness 
managers in Canada, the United 
States, Europe and South America 
have participated in the course. It 
has also been offered at Purdue Uni-
versil)ls Centre for Agricu1tural 
Business, the Co-operative College 
in Saskatoon and the University of 
Calgary. 

\,. - \,. ..... ., Winter Library Hours 
The course, which is capped at 30 

studenlS, sells out nearly every time 
it is offered and is one of the most 
successful continuing education 
courses offered through the Office of 
Open Leaming. 

Celebrating the 25th anniversary of the course "Agribusiness Marketing 
Management" last month are, from left, Prof. Jane Funk. Prof. Tom Funk 
and Virginia Gray, director of the Office of Open Learning. 

DURING THE WINTER semester, 
the Mclaughlin Library and 

Veterinary Science Library are open 
from 8:30 a.m. to midnight Monday 
to Friday and 10 a.m. to midnight 
on weekends and holidays. 

Since 1980, Funk, who is also di-
rector of U of G's MBA in agricuJ-
ture program, has team taught the 
course with his wife, Jane, also a fac-
ulty member in the Department of 

Agricultural Economics and Busi-
ness. 

Jn addition to the Level 1 pro-
gram, U of G developed a Level 2 
course to enable participants to ex-
plore strategic marketing in greater 

Open 
9:00am to ll:OOpm 

7 days a week 

Chapte rs Stone Road Mall 

435 Stone Road \Vest, Gue lph • (519) 766-9122 
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depth. The courses are geared to 
field marketers, sales representa-
tives, advertising managers, account 
executives, independent dealers, 
farm supply distributors, agrologists 
and marketing managers. 

CLIENT SERVICE ADVISOR 

From April 8 to 19, Mclaughlin 
only will be opened extended hours 
as follows: 8:30 a.m. to 1:15 a.m. 
Monday to Friday and 10 a.m. to 
1: 15 a.m. on weekends and holidays. 

Throughout this period, Veteri~ 

Helping clients build their bl1Sincs.s - that's what Quany Integrated 
Communications is all about And the Canadian agri-food bl1Sincss 
in !he 21st century is what you·rc all about. If you're currently 
working in agriculturt, agribusiness, marketing or communications, 
or just finishing your studies in these fields. we want to hear from 
you. We're looking for someone who is adepl at juggling projects 
and providing exceptional client service, someone who wants to 
learn more about communications, marketing and strategy. 

You will be joining a growing, fully integrated communications 
group of more than 100 professionals based in Waterloo, working 
in a creative, learning environment whert doing gttat work and 
having fun top the lis1. Salary range is flexible depending on your 
experie.nr:e. To learn more, please contact Peter Hohenadcl by fax, 

mail, or e-mail al phohenadel@quany.com. No phone calls please. 
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nary Science will be open from 8:30 
a.m. to midnight Monday to Friday 
and 10 a.m. to midnight weekends. 

From April 20 to 29, both librar-
ies will be open 8:30 a.m. to mid-
night Monday to Friday and I 0 a.m. 
to midnight on the weekend. 

On April 30, Mclaughlin will be 
open from noon to 10 p.m., and 
Veterinary Science will be dosed. 

For reference service hours, call 
Ext. 3617. 

STUDENTS 
WANTED 

SENATE AND BOARD 
OF GOVERNORS 

Call far graduate 
and undergraduate 

student nominations 
Nomination forms 

available in the offices of: 
• College deans 
• Directors 
• Departr;nent chairs 
• UC Info Desk 
• Student Housing Services 
• Connection Desk 
• CSA 
•GSA 
• Board & Senate 

DEADLINE: Feb. 18, 2000 

ELECTIONS: March 6 10 9, 2000 
(held in conjunction with the 
CSA election) 

For more ittfonnatioti, call tl1e 
Board of Govemors office at Ext. 
6571 orSenateoffice11t Ext. 6760. 



Other Un,iversities Interested 
Continued from page 1 

The Web-based training is a team 
effort of CCS and HR's Client Serv-
ices, which supports a variety of fac-
ulty and staff development oppor-
tunities. Demand for the program 
will be evaluated at the end of each 
semester to determine whether it 
~hould continue. 

Guelph is the first university in 
Canada to embark on a partnership 
with Ziff-Davis Education to offer IT 
training in this unique format, says 
Steeves. Since the launch of the pilot 
project, Guelph has had calls from 
Queen's University, Ryerson and 
Waterloo expressing interest in the 
pilot program, she says. 

Ziff-Davis provides Guelph with 

FOR SALE 

Brother toner TN-300, recently pur-
chased, used to print only 50 copies, 
leave message at< 787-2797 or send 
e-mail to wfung@uoguelph.ca. 

Kenmore built-in dishwasher, IO 
years old, in working order, 
827-9013. 

Three-bedroom semi on Cole Road, 
finished basement with three-piece 
bath, large cedar deck, central air, 
gas, close to shopping and schools, 
Ext. 2101, 837- 1418 or send e-mail 
to stu@pr. uoguelph.ca. 

WANTED 

German shepherd puppy or dog, 
good with children, Ext. 3438. 

Someone to milk herd of cows on 
weekends, close to Guelph city lim-
its, 822-3147. 

Three-bedroom house or apart-
ment for three quiet, non-smoking 
students for fall 2000 and winter 
2001 semesters, Lee, Ext. 77265. 

Small, dry, insulated storage space 
for a few pieces of furniture, Pat, 
Ext. 2965 or send e-mail to 
pslawich@tss.uoguelph.ca. 

Experienced transcriber for small 
project involving transcription of 
two eight-hour videotapes, Ext. 
2909. 

House or apartment for full-time 
female student with weekend child, 
two dogs and kiln, parking, reason-
able rent, April 15 or May l, 
763-0533 or send e-mail to camille@ 
albedo.net. 

FOR RENT 

Large one-bedroom basement 
apartment in south-end house suit-
able for one person, close to campus 
and shopping, parking for one vehi-
cle, available April I, Ext. 2849 or 
763-1085. 

15 "• irtual seats" in its training pro-
gram, which means 15 members of 
the University community can ac-
cess the tutorials each day. Registra-
tion is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. To sign up, go to the CCS Web 
site at www.uoguelph.ca/ccs/. Click 
on "Training" on the top bar and 
then click on "Day Pass." Enter your 
employee or student ID and central 
login account ID and password to 
validate yourself as a member of the 
University. Next, scroll down the 
page to fin d a day that best suits your 
schedule and click on the "Register" 
button. You don't have to select any 
particular course at this point and 
you can register for more than one 

Large bedroom in home shared with 
two working professionals and two 
cats for quiet non-smoker with no 
pets, semi-private facilities, Willow 
West area, close to bus stop and 
mall, $375 a month inclusive, 
824-7860. 

AVAILABLE 

day at a time. On the day you've se-
lected, you will receive a day pass for 
training from CCS by 10 a.m. The 
e-mail message will include your 
confidential ID and password for the 
Ziff-Davis LeamltOnline Web site, 
which will be valid until 8:30 a.m. 
the following day. 

For a demonstration of how to 
register online and participate in a 
Web-based training course, you can 
sign up for a half-day workshop be-
ing offered by HR's Client Services 
and CCS March 23. To register1 call 
Ext. 8648. 

For more information about 
Web-based training, call Steeves at 
Ext. 3142 or Kovats at Ext. 6495. 

RoulC\vood, must be willing to per-
form fa rm chores (cattle and horses) 
and general maintenance of land, 
rent and salary to be negotiated, ref-
erences required, send e-mail to 
steph@research. uoguelph.ca. 

Free one-year-old cat with calico tail 
and ear, sweetheart disposition, 
spayed, indoor cat, Michelle, 

One- or two-bedroom accommoda- 856-9941. 
tion in stone farmhouse in 

• Delicious Wholegrain Breads 
• Vege-Patties & Fruit Turnovers 
• Wheat-Free Alternatives 

(519) 837-2334 
355 ELMIRA ROAD, N. •GUELPH, ONTARIO• NlK 1H3 

SHERMAN LAI 
Chinese Medicine 

&Acupunelu1e 
Specialist, B.Sc. 

1-800-361-3026 

~ *~~ii< CanadJan Famll\ 
Acupuncture Care Centre 
" OIVJSIOH 0, O•ll!HT"~ " £A.U NO "lt'TS UU,.•CH IMC. 

15 Surrey St. West, Unit 3A 
Guelph, ON NlH 3R3 
Phone: (519) 763-6340 
Fu: (519) 763-9047 

WEJBIH YOU 
Chinese Medicine 

&ACUIJJOdure 
Spedalist 

!Monussori Scfioo[ of 'Wefiington 
6SSulfolkSLW .. Cudph, ON. NlH :zJl 

MONTESSORI 
PRIMARY EDUCATION 

The Montessori School of Wellington provides 
Montessori education for children aged 3 to 6 years 

in our Casa programme. 

Our school offers: 
• trained Montessori teachers 
• French tuition 
• fully equipped spaciow classrooms 

• full & half-day programs 

• outdoor play area 
• central downtown location 
• before & after school 

supervision 
• large gymnasium 

Call Glynis or Karen at (519) 821-5876 
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* 14 Years Experience in Real Estate 
Sales-References Provided 

* Buying or Selling-Involved in the 
sale of over 600 properties of all types 

* Number 5 in total sales volume out of 
approx. 360 Realtors in Guelph in 
1999 

E-mail: johnl_clar1<@royallepage.ca 
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ROYAL LEPAGE Vantage Realty Ltd. 

I 

33 Wyndham st. North It :'~~F~: :::n;: 
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HOT TAKE-OUT SUPPERS 

• Hot Rolisserie BBQ Chickens 
• Turl<ey Breast Pannesan 

• Chicken Tottellini in Tomato-Cmam Sauce 
• Oven Roasted Herb PolJJtoas ",..,,._,...,....... .. 

GUELPH POUL TRY MARKET 

Moo.-Wed. 9-6 
Thurs-Fri. 9-8 
Sal 9-5 
Sun. Clo'8d 

Kortright just olf the Hanlon 
Kortright Plaza 

763·2284 

IN REAL ESTATE-
EXPERIENCE COUNTS 

FOR THE GUELPH AREA 
LET BILL'S EXPERIENCE 

WORK FOR YOU! 
#1 in Sales Ends (Individual Unassisled Sales) 
1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 
Top 100 in Canada - " Canada's Best Real 
Estate Performers" (stood 77 out of 82,000 
agents in 1992) 
When Buying or Selling, call BILL 

824-9050 
It RO\' ~L CIT\' REA LT\' LI:\llTED --



ARBORETUM 

A pancake breakfast kicks off Maple 
Syrup Days Feb. 26 from 9:30 to 
l 1:30 a.m. at the Arboretum Centre. 
Cosl is $2 or $5 for a family. Maple 
Syrup Days run weekends until 
March 26 and the week of March 13. 

Learn the principles of easy and cor-
rect pruning in the home garden at a 
workshop Jed by horticulturist 
Henry Kock March 9 or I 0 from I to 
4 p.m. at the Arboretum. Cost is $25. 
Payment and registration are re-
quired by Feb. 24. Kock also leads a 
workshop on establishing and man-
aging wetland and woodland gar-
dens in your own backyard March I 6 
or 23 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Cost is 
$32. Register by March 2 at Ext. 
4110. 

Theatre in the Trees presents the 
dinner-theatre comedy Beyond a 
Joke by Derek Benfield. Directed by 
Joh.a Snowdon, the play continues 
Saturdays until April 29. Doors open 
at 6 p.m.; showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets 
are$45 and are available at Ext. 4 I 10. 

ATHLETICS 

The men's hockey Gryphons host 
Queen's Feb. 19 at 7:30 p.m. and the 
Royal Military College Feb. 20 at 2 
p.m. 

U of G hosts the CIA U swimming 
championship Feb. 25 to 27 and the 
OUA women's indoor hockey cham-
pionship March 4 and 5. 

CONCERTS 

The Thursday noon-hour concert 
series continues Feb. l 7 wi th pianist 
Mary Kenedi performing works by 
Kenins, Southan, Rea, Behrens and 
Horwood. The March 2 concert fea-
tures Prof. Mary Cyr on viola da 
gamba and Sandra Mangsen on 
harpsichord, performing works by 
Marin Marais and Fran~ois 

Couperin. The concerts are in 
MacKinnon 107. Admission is free, 
but donations are welcome. 

CONFERENCE 

The School of Rural Extension Stud-
ies and Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada are sponsoring the confer-
ence "Doing Business in Russia/ 
Ukraine: Spotlight on Post-Soviet 
Agriculture" Feb. 24 to 26 at the Col-
lege Inn. Chaired by Prof. Glen 
Filson, the conference will address 
issues of interest to agri-food export-
ers and investors in Russia and 
Ukraine, as ' "ell as Canadian govern-
ment officials and North American 
academics interested in post-Soviet 
agriculture. For more information, 
visit the Web site www.uoguelph. 
caJ-fsa-conf or contact Filson at Ext. 
6231 or gfilson@oac.uoguelph.ca. 

LECTURES 

Third Age Learning-Guelph's lec-
ture series for retired people contin-
ues Feb. 23 with University professor 

emeritus Henry Wiseman, Political 
Science, discussing "The United 
Nations in the Preservation of Peace 
and the Management of Conflict" at 
IO a.m. and Prof. Terry Gillespie, 
Land Resource Science, explaining 
"Climate Change: Facts and Fan-
tasy" at 2 p.m. On March l , 
Wiseman contin ues his discussion 
on the UN at IO a.m. and Prof. Barry 
Smit, Geography, talks about 
"Global Warming: Does It Matter 
for You and Me?" at 2 p.m. Lectures 
are at the Arboretum Centre. 

The Raithby Memorial Lecture 
series presents Dagmar Waber.sk.i of 
the Veterinary School of Hannover 
in Germany Feb. 17 at 9 a.m. in OVC 
1714. Her topic is "Ultrasound Diag-
nosis of Ovulation and Ovarian 
Cysts in Pigs: How Can it Improve 
Al Efficiency?" 

NOTICES 

The winter deadline for nomina-
tions for honorary degrees and Uni-
versity professors emeriti is Feb. 28. 
Honorary degrees recognize out-
standing contributions in the arts, 
humanities and sciences or honour 
people outstanding in professional 
or public life. University professor 
emeritus is awarded to faculty who 
will continue their scholarly associa-
tion with the University after retire-
ment and whose scholarship is 
recognized internationally. For 
information, call the Senate Office at 
Ext. 6758. 

The Stress Management and High 
Performance Clinic is offering a pro-
gram on managing headaches for 
people who wish to better under-
stand and manage stress-related ten-
sion and migraine headaches. The 
four-session program meets Mon-
days from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in UC 
390, beginning Feb. 28. Cost is $60 
general, $20 for U ofG students. For 
more information, visit the Web site 
www.uoguelph.ca/-ksomers or 
leave a message at Ext. 2662. 

The Central Student Association's 
Human Rights Office invites every-
one to celebrate Pink and Black Tri-
angle Week, which runs until Feb. 
17. On Feb. 16, a discussion of 
"Building Community Through 
Diversity" runs from 6 to 9 p.m. in 
UC 103. Members of the University 
community are asked to wear denim 
on this day to show their support. 
Events on Feb. 17 include "Trans-
What?! A Transgender/Transsexual 
Workshop for Everyone" from 5 to 8 
p.m. in UCC 333 and "Queer-
Positive Dance Instruction: Intro to 
Swing and Waltz" at 8 p.m. at East 
Fireplace Lounge. A free dance fol-
lows at 9:30 p.m. 

Classes in Buddhist-Christian medi· 
tation will be offered by members of 
the multi-faith campus ministry 
team Feb. 27 and March 5, l 2 and 19 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in UC 533. The 
classes are open to everyone and cost 
$25. Call Rev. Lucy Reid at Ext. 2390 
to register. 

The lnter·American Institute for 
Co-operation on Agriculture is 
offering 20 grants this year to Cana-
dian graduate students and research· 
ers who wish to spend research peri-
ods of up to three months in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. For 
details, visit the Web site www.iica-
can.org. 

The College of Arts, in partnership 
with Career Services and the College 
of Arts Student Union, is organizing 
the college's first Arts and Culture 
Career Fair March 2. The fair will in-
clude a showcase of student talent 
from noon to 1 p.m. in the UC 
courtyard and employer booths 
from I to 3 p.m. At 5 p.m., Jean-
Philippe Tabet, executive director of 
the Cultural Human Resources 
Council in Ottawa, will give a key-
note address in Peter Clark Hall, to 
be followed by round-table sessions 
with regional professionals in ap-
plied arts and humanities. 

READINGS 

English professor Janice Kulyk 
Keefer is among the writers who will 
read from their work during an 
evening of Canadian fiction and 
poetry Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Whippletree. Also reading are Jenni-
fer Blair, Josh Whitehead, Suzanne 
Hancock, Michael Crummey, Sky 
Gilbert, Priscila Uppal and Shannon 
Bramer. Tickets are $7 in advance or 
$8 at the door and are available from 
the Counselling Unit or by calling 
Ext. 4301. The event is a benefit for 
Student-to-Student Support Serv-
ices. 

SEMINARS 

The Department of Zoology is host· 
ing a visiting seminar series Wednes-
days at 4 p.m. in Axelrod 265A. On 
Feb. 16, Ladd Johnson of the Univer-
sity of Laval discusses "Dispersal of 
Exotic Species in Complex Land-
scapes: Mechanisms and Patterns of 
Geographic Spread of the Zebra 
Mussel." "Regulation oftheXenopus 
Oocyte Na+/H+ Exchange: Unique 
Aspects" is the topic of Greg Goss of 
the University of Calgary Feb. 23. On 
March l , Troy Day of the University 
of Toronto explores "Spatial Sexual 
Selection and the Evolution of 
Costly Female Preferences." 

1lhe biochemistry seminar series 
continues Feb. 17 with Daniela 
Rotin of the Hospital for Sick Chil-
dren discussing "Regulation of the 
Epithelial Na Channel by the Ubiq-
uitin Ligase Nedd4" and March 2 
with graduate student Joanna 
Summerscales presenting "A Ran-
dom Mutagenesis Approach to the 
Development and Screening of 
Human Arylamine N·Acetyltrans-
ferase Variants." The seminars begin 
at noon in MacNaughton 222. 

The Department of Microbiology's 
graduate student seminar series 
presents Emmanuel Egbosimba 
explaining the '1Role of Glycosyla-
tion in Adherence of Fibrobacter 

Succinogenes to Cellulose" Feb. 18 at 
noon in Food Science 128. 

Next up in the Department of Eco· 
nomics' visiting speakers series is 
Keith Crocker of the University of 
Michigan discussing "Insurance 
Fraud and Optimal Claims Settle· 
ment Strategies: An Empirical Inves-
tigation of Liability Insurance Settle· 
ments" Feb. 18. On March 3, Mary 
Kelly of Wilfrid Laurier University 
considers "Optimal Loss Mitigation 
and Contract Design." The seminars 
begin at 3:30 p.m. in MacKinnon 
234. 

"Mass Media and Current Events: 
The World Trade Organization" is 
the focus of the "Our World" semi-
nar series Feb. 29at noon in UC 103. 

The Axelrod Institute of Ichthyol-
ogy's seminar series continues Feb. 
29 \vith Chris Good discussing 
"Monitoring for Pathogens in 
OMNR Hatchery Fish" at I p.m. in 
Axelrod 168. 

The Department of Physics presents 
Michael Schick of the University of 
Washington explaining "Self-
Assembly of Biological Lipids" Feb. 
29 at 4 p.m. in MacNaughton 1I3. 

TEACHING SUPPORT 

The Teaching Support Services 
workshop series featuring hands-on 
training in the use of learning tech-
nologies continues Feb. 22 with 
"WebCT: Hands·on," "Burning a 
CD-ROM Disk" Feb. 29 and "Pow-
erPoint II: Advanced" March 3. For 
detailed descriptions and to register 
for workshops, visit the TSS Web site 
at www.tss.uoguelph.ca. 

The TSS workshop series on "Rais-
ing the Bar: Experiential Leaming at 
Guelph" continues March I with 
Anthony Marini of the department 
of education at the University of Cal-
gary leading sessions on "Principles 
of Good Assessment" from 9 a.m. to 
noon and ·~Promoting Self-
Assessment Skills in Students" from 
1:30 to 3 p.m. For detailed descrip-
tions and to register, visit the TSS 
Web site at www.tss.uoguelph.ca. 

TSS runs technology clinics for 
instructors and teaching staff Mon-
days and Thursdays from l to 4 p.m. 
in Day Hall 2 1 l . You can get help 
with PowerPoint, digital imaging 
and scanning, sound and video on 
Mondays and with HTML-based 
projects and WebCT development 
on Thursdays. For more informa-
tion or to reserve a workstation, call 
Pat Thompson at Ext. 2965. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

The Waterloo-Wellington Wild-
flower Society will meet Feb. 16 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Arboretum Centre. 
Botany graduate student Lesley 
Campbell will discuss "The Biology 
of Rarity: A Study of Lakeside Daisy 
on the Bruce Peninsula." 
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Famous People Players will perform 
March 3 at the River Run Centre as 
part of the celebrations of the 45111 

anniversary of the Guelph Welling-
ton Association for Community Liv-
ing. Titled Leave the Porch Light On, 
the production is a look at the story 
behind the performance troupe. A I 
p.m. matinee will be followed by a 
post show with the cast and Cirew; 
tickets are $8. An 8 p.m. perform· 
ance will be followed by a reception; 
tickets are $18 general, $16 for sen-
iors and $8 for children. Tickets are 
available at the River Run box office, 
Scotiabank, ARC Industries or by 
calling 824-2480, Ext. 224. 

"Serving Democracy/Behind the 
Ballot Box," an exhibition portray-
ing the history of the Canadian elec-
toral process, continues at the 
Guelph Civic Museum until March 
25. The exhibit features historical 
election documents, political car· 
toons, campaign posters and a his· 
torical video. "Phe museum is open 
Sunday to Friday from l to 5 p.m. 
Admission is $3 for adults, $2 for 
seniors and students and $8 for 
families. 

The Elora Festival Singer.s and the 
Victoria Scholars, conducted by 
Noel Edison and Jerzy Cichocki, 
present "Majesty and Mystery" Feb. 
27 at 4 p.m. at St. George's Anglican 
Church. The program will include 
Charles-Marie Widor's Mass for two 
choirs and two organs. Guest organ-
ists are Michael Bloss and William 
O'Meara. Tickets are $22 and are 
available at the door or by calling 
846-0331. 

Wellington County Museum and 
Archives hosts a Heritage Day Festi-
val Feb. 20 from noon to 4 p.m., fea-
turing live entertainment, games, a 
multimedia exhibit, and displays 
and food provided by cultural 
groups in the area. Admission is $ 1. 
The museum's current exhibitions 
are "Whatsits and Thingamajigs" 
and "Cradle 'Falk." The museum 
hosts a gallery concert Feb. 27 at 2 
p.m. 

The Guelph ladies' slo-pitch league 
is accepting registrations for the 
2000 ball season. Games are Monday 
evenings. Participants must be 27 as 
of April 30. For more information, 
call 821-6947 or 821-7119. 

The Wellington Woods concert 
band is holding a fund-raising 
silent/live auction and dance March 
4 at 6:30 p.m. at the Waterloo Rec-
reation Complex.. Admission is $5. 
For more information, call 821-8066 
or 763-2494. 

The Big Sister Association of Guelph 
will hold its silver·anniversary auc-
tion March 2 at 7:30 p.m. at the Cut-
ten Club. Honorary chair of this 
year's auction is Nancy Sullivan, U of 
G's vice-president (finance and 
administration). Tickets are $15 and 
are available by calling 824-0800 or 
Ext. 3343. 
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