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Health 
Canada 
Supports 
Data 
Sharing 
Pilot project will compare 
animal and health data 

ANIMALS ARE IMPORTANT to 
humans as companions and as 

sources of food. But they can also be 
used as health sentinels, providing 
valuable information that can be 
used in human health surveillance. 
Recognizing the importance of 
being ab le to compare animal data 
with human data, Health Canada's 
Health lnfostructure Support 
Program (H!SP) has awarded U of 
G's Laboratory Services $375,000 to 
link animal health and food sa fe ty 
data to human health informatio n. 

"Sometimes health events occur 
in the animal populatio n before 
they begin in the human popu1a-
tion," says Beverly McEwen of Lab 
Services' Animal Health Labora-
tory, who is co-ordinating the proj-
ect with Joseph Odumeru of the 
research co-ordination unit. 

"Health Canada can use animal 
health data as sentinel information 
to determine if possible relation-
ships exist between human health 
events-and animals," she says. "In 
this way, animal-related data may 
be used as an early warning system." 

The 18-month pilot project in-
volves developing a software pro-
gram that will help standardize data 
gathered at Health Canada and the 
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SITTING 
PRETTY 

Prof. Jack Callaghan, Human Biology and Nutritional Sciences, says improper sitting habits can be hazardous 
to your health. But contrary to what they told you in grade school, his studies suggest that sitting up straight 
isn't necessarily what the doctor ordered. See story on page 9. PHOTO BY DEAN PALMER/ SCENARIO IMAGING 

Three to Receive Honorary 
Degrees at Convocation 
More than 630 students to graduate in four ceremonies in War Memorial Hall 

THREE DISTINGUISHED scholars 
will receive honorary degrees 

from U of G during winter 
convocation ceremonies Feb. 17 and 
18 in War Memorial Hall 

Noam Chomsky, a world -
renowned linguist and cultural theo-
rist who is Institute Professor in the 
Department o f Linguistics and Phi -
losophy at the Massac;husetts Insti-
tute of Technology, will receive an 
honorary doctorate of letters Feb. 17 
at IO a.m. and will address graduates 
of the College of Arts and College of 
Physical and Engineering Science. 

George Bain, president and 
vice-chancellor of the Queen's Uni-
versity of Belfast in lreland, v¥ill re-
ceive an honorary doctorate of laws 
Feb. 17 at 2:30 p.m. and deliver the 
convocation address to graduates of 
the College of Social and Applied 
Human Sciences. 

University of Waterloo earth sci-
entist Robert Gillham will receive an 
honorary doctorate of science Feb. 
18 at 2:30 p.m. and address gradu-
ates of the Ontario Agricultural Col-

lege and Ontario Veterinary College. 
The ceremony for graduates of 

the College of Biological Science is 
Feb. 18 al 10 a. m. University profes-
sor emeritus Roy Anderson, retired 
chair of the Department of Zoology, 
will deliver the convocation address. 

ChomS~"Y has been credited with 
revo lutionizing the field of linguis-
tics by changing the focus from a 
concern with methods of class ifica-
tion to a search for explanatory prin-
ciples. He has also been described as 
the exemplary public intellectual 
and oppositional thinker of our era . 
A PhD graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania, he joined MIT in 1955 
and is the author of more than 40 
books. He has received numerous 
honours and awards, including the 
Kyoto Prize in Basic Science, the 
Distinguished Scientific Contribu-
tion Award from the American Psy-
chological Association and the 
Lannan Literary Award for Non-
fiction. 

While in Guelph, Chomsky will 
speak at a sold-out lecture Feb. 16 at 
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Chalmers United Church. 
Bain is an international scholar in 

the fields of labour economics and 
industrial relations. A graduate of 
the University o f Manitoba and Ox-
fo rd University, he is the author or 
edi tor of 12 books and close to 40 re-

search papers. An expert in indus-
trial relations, he has been an 
arbitrator, conciliator and mediator 
i.n more than 70 industrial disputes, 
and has worked fo r the British gov-
ernment, Canadian governments, 
companies and trade unions. 

Gillham is known for his inven-
tions and research on groundwater 
cleanup technologies. He holds or 
co-holds several international pat-
ents related to this technology, which 
is recognized internationally as a 
strong candidate forthe most impor-
tant advancement in groundwater 
remediation in the past two decades. 

He was named the 1998 
NSERC/Motorola/EnvironMetal 
Technologies Inc. Industrial Re-
search Chair in Groundwater Reme-
diation. 

Budget 
Impact 
Focus 
of Open 
Forum 
Co nmltation on budget 
continues across campus 

ABOUT 50 PEOPLE turned out 
Feb. 5 for an open forum to 

hear details of the initial ass ump-
tions related to U of G's 1999/2000 
Ministry of Education and Training 
preliminary operating budget and 
to discuss solutions to a projected 
$3.98-million remaining gap. 

lohn Miles, assistant vice-
-pre.si.dent \finance), be~an his -pres-
entation 'oy rem\ndini the audience 
char U of G 's provinaBl opera.ting 

grant has been cut by more chan 
$26 million since 1992193. He 
noted that 1999/2000 is the first 
year since then that U of G expects 
to see an increase in MET funding, 
but at best. it will be only one per 
cent or $835,000. In 1992/93, gov· 
emment funding accounted for 70 
per cent of U of G's MET operating 
budget; today, it is only 56 per cent 

Presenting the budget assump-
tions, Miles said that after adding 
the opening base deficit, projected 
expenditures (including provision 
fo r salaries) and investmen ts in 
maintaining quality for students, 
there was a total projected problem 
of $12.28 million. Ofthis,$8.3 mil-
lion was covered by new revenues 
and cost savings. This left a remain-
ing shortfall of $3.98 mi.Ilion. 

Possible solutions to this short-
fall include increased contributions 
from anc illary units, increased en-
rolment, increased tuition, year-
end savings and budget adjwt -
ments ("clawbacks"). 

Prof. AJastair Summerlee, act-
ing associate vice-president (aca-
demic) and chair o f the Enrolment 
Management Committee (EMC), 
presented the principles BMC has 
drafted for recommendations ·o n 
enrolment. tuition and financial 
aid. (Draft 7 of the principles, 
which formed the basis ofSummer-
lee's discussion, is printed on page 4 
of this issue. Draft 9 is available on 
the Web at www.uoguelph.ca/ 
newswatch/budget/consult.htmJ.) 

These principles are currently 
being discussed across campus in a 
series of consultations with mem-

Contiliued or• page 8 



d.._ CANVISIONOO 
T OPTICAL 

666 Woolwich Street, 
Guelph 

Largest selection of 
Quality & Designer frames 

in the area: Polo, Gucci, 
Christian Dior, Safilo, 

Giorgio Armani & Morel 

766-7676 

IAIJ/£1 
a~ ~~i 

1027 Gordon Street, Unit 1 

HAS OPENED A GUELPH 
HAIR REMOVAL CLINIC WITH 
HELENE'S SMART MACHINE 

"The S afest- Pain le s s-Perman en t 
most e ffective & trouble-free 

h a ir-re m oval tre atmen t available!" 
PHONE 837-9475 FOR A DEMO 

Fresh from our lrftchftl ••• 

HOT TAKE-OUT SUPPERS 
• Hot Rotisserie BBQ Chickens 

• T url<ey Breast Parmesan 
• Chicken Tortellini in Tomato-Cream Sauce 

• Oven Roasted Herb Potatoes 
"Fast food IOU rourmet" 

GUELPH POUL TRY MARKET 

Mon .. Wed. 9-6 
Thu1s-Frl. 9~ 
Sal 9·5 
Sun. C1osed 

Kortright just off the Hanlon 
Kortright Plaza 

763-2284 

IN REAL ESTATE -
EXPERIENCE COUNTS 

LET BILL'S EXPERIENCE 
WORK FOR YOU! 

• #1 in sales, Guelph & District Real Estate Board 
1992, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 

•Top 100 in Canada-"Caoada's Best Rea1 Estate 
Performer>" (stood 77 out of 82,000 agents) 

• Wbeo Buying or Selling, call BILL 

BILL GREEN 82 B,~I,;~~;~ 4-9050 
k: ROYAL CITY REALTY LIMITED 

Opportunity Knocks Twice 
Province reopens matching-grants program for student financial aid 

TWO YEARS AGO, universities 
and colleges across Ontario 

were focusing their fund-raising 
attention on the Ontario Student 
Opportunity Trust Fund (OSOTF), 
which offered matching provincial 
grants for donations and pledges to 
student financial aid. Many U of G 
staff, alumn i and corporate friends 
rallied around the University's 
ACCESS campaign and helped it 
realize more than $14.7 million in 
pledges before the OSOTF window 
closed March 31, 1997. 

But Like other universities, U ofG 
has experienced a shortfall in the 
amount of money actuaUy received 
from ACCESS pledges. As a result, 
matching provincial grants will also 
fall short of the expected figure. 

In response, the Ontario govern-
ment has reopened OSOTF to allow 
universities to bring giving totals up 
to the pledged amounts. 

"This is a special opportunity for 
universities to maintain full benefits 
from the provincial program," says 
Rudy Putns, U of G's executive di-
rector of campaign programs, "but it 
is a short-term offer that ends March 
31, 1999." 

What this means to U of G is that 
new gifts made to the University's 
ACCESS Fund before the end of 
March will also be matched by the 
provincial government. To students, 
it can mean the difference between 
earning a degree to build a future or 
building a debt to earn a degree. 

Finances are one topic that 
third-year student Craig lack.son 
says he and his classmates talk about 
often. " It creates stress for almost 
everyone I know, and ACCESS has 
definitely made a difference to 
many," he says. " I say this because 

around the time scholar.ships were 
due to be announced, many students 
were excited, yet fearful, about their 
ACCESS applications because the 
money was so desperately needed." 

Second-year student Lisa Flynn 
says she felt some of that trepidation 
before receiving a $750 ACCESS 
bursary just after Christmas. "It may 
be the only thing that has kept me in 
school," she says. 

She transferred to Guelph from 
Carleton because she believed U of G 
offered a better opportunity to com-
bine her interests in international 
development and science. fllynn says 
it was the ACCESS bursary that en-
abled her to pay her tuition fees. 

Jackson, an agricultural econom4 

ics and business student, received a 
scholarship last fall sponsored by the 
OAC Class of 1955, and on /an. 29 
had the opportunity to personally 
thank class representative Don 
Grieve for the support his class has 
given to ACCESS and other scholar-
ship programs. The handshake took 
place at the launch ofOAC's 125th-
anniversary celebrations, which in-
cluded a recognition of donors to the 
coUege ACCESS fund. 

"The scholarship award was ex-
t remely important to my educa-
tion," says Jackson. "Tt means I still 
have time to participate in extracur-
ricular activities, and I think that's a 
vital part of my education." 

Flynn received a bursary funded 

through undesignated ACCESS do 4 

nations, and she thinks donors 
should be proud of having sup· 
ported such an important effort. 

"I'm a big ACCESS fan," she says. 
"The endowment fund is a great way 
for the community to support stu-
dents, and it's also incredibly neces-
sary. It's difficult to work 30 hours a 
week and still go to school. These 
bursaries are well earned. They ar-
en't just handed out on a whim. 
There's a reason why students get 
them; their marks are good and they 
need the financial assistance." 

Flynn applied for an ACCESS 
bursary after Prof. Brian Husband, 
Botany, mentioned it in one of her 
classes. "He put up an overhead that 
told us all about the ACCESS pro-
gram and how to apply." 

She has since learned much more 
about ACCESS. As a caller for U of 
G's telephone fund-raising program, 
she will be making calls to parents 
and donors this month to teU them 
about this new opportunity to dou-
ble the value of their gifts to U of G's 
scholarship endowment. 

With ACCESS support, U of G's 
annual expenditures in student fi-
nancial assistance have jumped to 
more than $6 million. Although 
Guelph students are already benefit-
ing from ACCESS awards, even 
more can be helped, says Putns. New 
donations made to the ACCESS 
Fund by March 31 will ensure that U 
of G students receive full advantage 
&om the provincial matching-grants 
program. Send a cheque directly to 
ACCESS, c/o Development and 
Public Affairs, Alumni House, or call 
Lynn Verspagen at Ext. 6691 for 
more information. 

BY MARY DICKJESON 

Faculty to Provide Input on 
New High School Curriculum 
Radical changes will have impact on universities 

FACULTY AT ONTARIO uni-
versities are getting a chance to 

comment on and influence the 
province's new high school 
curriculum, which is being changed 
radically to accommodate 
elimination of the OAC year. 

Because the changes will affect 
universities, the Council of Ontario 
Universities had urged the Ministry 
of Education and Training (MET) to 
give universities a chance to com-
ment on the curriculum, particularly 
at the Grade 12 level, says provost 
lain CampbeU. In response to that 

pressure, MET has established a pro-
cess whereby universities will vali-
date the Grade 12 courses that are 
intended to prepare students for 
university-level studies. 

The draft curriculum has just 
been released, and universities will 
have only three or four months to 
comment on it before final revisions 
are made and approved at the end of 
the summer, says CampbeU. 

Brenda Whiteside, academic as-
sistant to the provost, is co4 

ordinating U of G's curriculum re· 
view process. The University has 
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struck three curriculum committees 
in the sciences, social sciences and 
arts to review the draft curriculum 
and decide how best to provide in-
put to the province. 

Members of the academic com-
munity are also being solicited to sit 
on provincial curriculum commit-
tees, which will be responsible for re-
ceiving comments from universities 
and revising the curriculum as ap-
propriate. 

Anyone wishing to receive a copy 
of the draft curriculum can caU 
Whiteside at Ext. 4124. 
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MAPLE SYRUP DAYS 
RUN AT ARBOREUM 
The Arboretum's annual 
Maple Syrup Days kick off 
Feb. 27 and 28 and run 
weekends until March 20 
and 21 (March 27 and 28 if 
weather permits). The pro-
gram also runs daily March 
LS to l9 during March 
Break and includes puppet 
shows, displays and guided 
tours of the sugar bush. 
Hours are l0:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Cost is $3.50 for 
adults, $2.50 for children 12 

and under, and $l8 for a group of 
two adults and si.~ children. 

COLLOQUIUM HONOURS 
U OF G PHOTOGRAPHER 
The Macdonald Stewart Art Cen-
tre, the Centre for Cultural Studies 
and the School of Fine Art and 
Music present a colloquium on 
•(Art Practice and SoGial Change" 
Feb. 11 to March 9 as a tribute to 
Prof. Suzy Lake, Fine Art and 
Music. Through talks and work-
shops, the colloquium will develop 
some of the interdisciplinary con-
nections and political motives of 
Lake's work. Speakers include Sal-
teaux artist Robert Houle explor-
ing "Sovereignty over Subjectivity" 
Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. in Room 114 of 
the MacKlnnon Building and art-
ists Carol Conde and Karl 
Beveridge on "Negotiating Art" 
Feb. 24 at the art centre. 

JOB FAIR DRAWS A CROWD 
About 3,000 students and alumni 
from U of G, the University of 
Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity and Cones1oga College turned 
out for the annual job fair spon-
sored by the four institutions Feb. 3 
at Bingemans Conference Centre 
in Kitchener. More than 130 
employers were on hand to meet 
the participants. 

KEMP'IVILLE HOSTS 
WINEGARD LECTURE 
An expert on da~ry cattle nutrition 
will give a lecture on corn silage 
feeding strategies for dairy cows at 
Kemptville College Feb. 16. Randy 
Shaver, an associate professor and 
extension dairy nutritionist at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
will speak in the WB George Centre 
at I p.m. as part of the Winegard 
Visiting Professorship program 
being held in OAC this year as part 
of its l2S,.anniversary celebra-
tions. 

PROIECT VISION SEEKS 
CAMPUS PARTICIPANTS 
The Human Rights and Equity 
Office is interested io speaking 
with lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered (l/g/b/t) people who 
would be interested in being inter-
viewed about their experiences at 
U of G. Ug/b/t women, people of 
colour and people with disabilities 
are encouraged to get involved. 
The goal is to provide Project 
Vision with recommendations for 
improving campus life. Inquiries 
and participation will be kept 
confidential. For more details, call 
Celina Sousa at Ext. 6100. 

University Gears Up for 
Earlier Admission Offers 
Change will allow Ontario universities to be more competitive 

STUDENTS ARE ONLY partway 
through the winter semester, 

but registrar Chuck Cunningham is 
already thinking about the first-year 
entrants who wi.11 enrol next fall. The 
September arrivals are also 
occupying the minds of other U ofG 
administrators, from liaison officers 
to housing and hospitality staffers 
preparing for the effects of what 
Cunningham calls the biggest single 
change in Ontario university 
admission procedures to occur in 
years. 

This year, universities can send 
offers of admission to secondary 
school students starting in late Feb-
ruary, a full three months earlier 
than the traditional launch of the 
university admission process. 

The change follows recommen-
dations last year from a task force 
struck by the Council of Ontario 
Universities. That group, which in-
cluded university presidents and 
registrars, Ministry of Education and 
Training officials, and high school 
principals and guidance counsellors, 
was seeking solutions to a problem 
that had been growing year by year. 

ln one of the few jurisdictions in 
North America that still waited until 
June to mail out admission offers, 
Ontario universities were concerned 
about losing students to institutions 
elsewhere in Canada and abroad. 
Noting that some o ut-of-province 
admission offers routinely reach 
Ontario students by March or even 
February, Cunningham says the 
change allows Ontario universities 
to be more competitive with other 
Canadian and international institu-
tions. 

U of G was quick to redesign its 
own admission process to reflect the 
change, with the Enrolment Man-
agement Committee (EMC) work-
ing out strategy with deans and 
directors. Last fall, liaison and re-
cruitment staff set out to explain the 
new admission regimen in high 
schools across the country. By No-
vember, provost Prof. lain 

Campbell, EMC chair Prof. Alastair 
Summerlee, acting associate vice-
president (academic). and the deans 
had agreed on preliminary admis-
sion targets. 

Late last year, EMC convened a 
workshop to update affected units 
- staff in liaison and recruitment; 
deans, directors and academic advis-
ers in colleges and departments; 
service departments such as Student 
Housing, Hospitality and Student 
Health Services - and to give them 
a head start on planning for this year. 

Cunningham says students will 
have more time after receiving their 
offer of admission to consider their 
choices and make financial plans, in-
cluding applying for financial aid. 
That means universities will have to 
work harder at ensuring students 
and parents get all the infonnation 
they need. 

"The kinds of questions that stu-
dents ask will be different," he says. 
"Thefll look at their courses in dif-
ferent ways. I think thefU be more 
informed when they make their de-
cision." 

It also means some universities 
that plan to begin mailing out ad-
mission offers later this month will 
make those decisions based on less 
information about applicants' OAC 
performance (many students will 
have completed only three OAC 
credits by then, although most will 
have completed more). To compen-
sate, some universities - although 
not Guelph - plan to look at the 
performance of applicants in earlier 
grades. 

"We will be looking at OAC 
grades only this year," says Starr 
Ellis, associate registrar (ad.mission 
services). "Many other universities 
will be looking at Grade 11 and 12 
marks in some way in making their 
decisio n. We decided not to do that 
this year. We heard loudly and 
clearly from students and counsel-
lors that that would not be fair." 

Summerlee notes that U of G has 
worked closely with high school 

guidance counsellors and has earned 
praise not only for consulting with 
them, but also for listening to their 
concerns about Grade 11 and 12 per-
formance. "That willingness is likely 
to influence the attitudes of counsel-
lors toward Guelph," he says. 

Cunningham stresses that aU ad-
mission offers will be conditional on 
students completing their high 
school studies, on attaining a final 
average of at least 70 per cent (an in-
crease from past years) and on finish-
ing all their required courses. 

Adds Summerlee: "Applicants 
this year know what our cutoff aver-
ages are, and we expect to see stu-
dents applying realistically." 

Ellis anticipates that most o f 
Guelph's offers of admission will be 
mailed in February or March, earlier 
than many other institutions. "We've 
been a lot more aggressive than other 
universities," she says. "The process 
has gone well. The deans and the 
Vice-President Academic's Council 
were involved and supportive." 

Guelph will use a nvo-phase ad-
mission process this year. Beginning 
this month, the University will mail 
offers to applicants based on at least 
three final or interim OAC grades. 
UWe expect that the majority of stu-
dents will offer more than three 
OACs," says Summerlee. The re-
mainder of the offers will be mailed 
in May, based on additional OAC 
grades and information to be ~ro
vided by applicants on srudent pro-
file forms. 

Although Ontario universities 
may hold off on sending out their ad-
mission offers until May, Cunning-
ham believes that most will do their 
mail-outs by March or April. Even if 
a university waits until May, students 
will still receive their offers a full 
month earlier than in past years. And 
they must accept or decline by June 
l , also a month earlier than usual. 

"It's going to be an exciting few 
months/' says Cunningham. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

Colleague Web Site Launched 
Information about training schedule will be part of regular updates 

ANEW WEB SITE was launched 
last week to keep the 

University community informed 
about the implementation of 
Colleague, U of G's new student 
information system. 

Located at www.uoguelph.caJ 
colleague, the Web site is designed to 
give faculty, staff and students the 
information they need as implemen-
tation proceeds, says Brenda 
Whiteside, academic assistant to the 
provost, who is managing the com-
munication process. 

Colleague is being implemented 
in stages based on U of G's annual 
academic. cycle of events from ad-
missions to registration. In late Janu-
ary, the University officially 

switched over to the new system for 
admissions and will be used to make 
offers of admission and scholarships 
later this month. Full implementa-
tion in al] areas is scheduled for this 
May. 

Campus-wide training and access 
to Colleague will also be provided in 
stages, says Whiteside. The Col-
league management team is cur-
rently developing a timetable for 
getting the system software and 
training out to users on a priority-
need basis, she says. " It won't be 
coming to everyone at the same 
speed - it will be coming as you 
need it." 

Information about the training 
schedule will be part of the regular 
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updates to be posted on the Col-
league Web site, says Whiteside. The 
site also outlines the objectives of 
Colleague, the implementation pro-
cess and the structure of the Col-
league management team. And it 
includes a list of key people to con-
tact by phone or e-mail if you have 
questions or issues you need to dis-
cuss. Questions submitted to 
Whiteside or project manager Brian 
Pettigrew will be addressed on the 
Web. 

Whiteside notes that the manage-
ment team is also creating distribu-
tion lists to send e-mail messages to 
people across campus when new in-
fonnation is added to the Colleague 
Web page. 

PROGRAM RENAMED 
TO HONOUR FOUNDER 
Ken Murray, former chair of Board 
of Governors, a graduate of OAC 
and an honorary degree recipient of 
U of G, was honoured recently by 
the University of Waterloo. The 
A1zhein1er research and education 
program that Murray founded at 
Waterloo in 1993 was renamed in 
his honour. The program transfers 
the latest knowledge of Alzheimer's 
disease from research to practice. 

B.SC. STUDENT WINS ROTARY 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Praseedha Tanakiram of Guelph, a 
fourth-semester biological science 
student, bas been awacded a Rotary 
International Ambassadorial Schol-
arship for a year of study at Edith 
Cowan University in Perth, Austra-
lia. Valued at $23,000 US, the schol-
arship is designed to promote inter-
national understanding, with 
recipients serving as ambassadors of 
goodwill. Janak.iram, a President's 
Scholar, will begin her studies in 
Australia in late summer. 

CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 
HONOURS UNIVERSITY 
Members of the University commu-
nity were among those honoured at 
the annual awards ceremony of the 
Grand Rivt:r Conservation Author-
ity (GRCA). The Marcel Pequegnat 
Scholarship was awarded to Tricia 
Radburn, a fourth-year environ-
mental science and geography stu-
dent. A GRCA certificate of appre-
ciation was presented to the U of G 
Grand River Watershed Manaie-
m.ent P\an for Pur..p\e LoosestrUe. 
The 3w:Jrd was acc~pted by Jim 

Corrigan and Donna MacKenz;e of 
rhe Departmcnl of Environmenlal 
Biology. 

STUDENT PAPER WINS 
NATIONAL TOURISM AWARD 
David Classen, a student in HAfA's 
master of management S[Udies pro-
gram, received the 1998 Gordon 
Taylor Student Tourism Research 
Award from the Tourism and 
Travel Research Association. He 
was honoured for llis paper .. Not in 
My Backyard: Toronto Resident 
Attitudes Towards Pem1anent 
Charity Gaming Clubs, .. which he 
presented at the association's 
annual meeting in Toronto. 

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE 
RESEARCH EARNS KUDOS 
Pour OVC biomedical science 
students were among si.x finalists 
recognized for exceUence in student 
research presentations at the 
Lnternational Embryo Transfer 
Society's annual meeting in Quebec 
City. Christie Matwee captured first 
place for her project o n "Develop-
mental Regulation of Apoptosis in 
the Early Bovine Embryo." Dean 
Betts came second for ru~ work on 
"Telomerase Activity in Bovi.Oe 
Blastocysts, Fdal Fibroblast and 
Stem CeU-Lil<e CeU Lines Cultured 
Under Various Conditions." Also 
among the finalists were Harpreet 
Kochhar and Leesa Gillies. The 
students' adviser was Prof. Allan 
King. 



EMC Principles on Enrolment, Tuition, Financial Aid 
Introduction 

The Enrolment Management Committee (EMC) has estab-
lished a set of principles about the total costs for students at-
tending V of G, including tuition fees. The committee has also 
established principles on enrolment and student financial sup-
port to guide decisions on recommendations to Board of Gov-
ernors in March. 

high-quality students and that enrolment is balanced across 
programs. The committee is also committed to enrolment 
practices that continue to draw people from a balance an d di-
versity of socioeconomic backgrounds. Finally, the committee 
recognizes that the quality of the overall educational experience 
that students receive is vital. Financing this quality experience is 
a very considerable challenge in the current fiscaJ climate and 
\vill necessitate managing resources carefully. 

not to deregulate or differentiate fees further for 1998/99. A 
7.5-per-cent increase in undergraduate fees, zero-per-cent in-
crease in graduate fees and a substantial reduction in interna-
tional undergraduate tuition fees were implemented. To meet 
the budgetary needs and to address long-term structuraJ con-
cerns, the University increased semester-one registrations for 
fall I 998 and suggested that this increased level of admission be 
maintained for the foreseeable future. Finally, the University 
implemented a comprehensive approach to the delivery of fi-
nancial aid for students (excluding loan service). 

EMC recognizes the need for fiscal responsibility for the 
University, especially in light of the severe underfunding of uni-
versities in this province, but also recognizes that the increasing 
costs of higher education place considerable strain on students. 
For thfa reason, the committee has developed a strategy that 
recognizes the total cost of coming to university for students. It 
is critical for the institution to remain competitive in attracting 

As part of the l\vo-year budget announcement by the pro-
vincial government in December 1997, universities were al-
lowed tuition fee increases of 10 per cent in each of two years 
and allowed to deregulate and differentiate fees in some pro-
grams. A set-aside of30 per cent of increased tuition revenue is 
aJso to be allocated to financial aid. Guelph did no t implement 
the full tuition increase for 1998/99. The University also chose 

To guide the committee in developing an overall approach 
to fees and support of students at Guelph, EMC proposes the 
following principles. (This is Draft 7 of the principles; Draft 9 is 
available on the Web at www.uoguelph.ca/newswatchJ 
budget/consult.html.) 

A. Costs of 
Attending University 

Guelph is a residentially intensive 
university. For the majority of new 
undergraduates and for many re-
turning students, the total costs of 
residence, meals and tuition, as well 
as non-compulsory anciJJary fees 
such as athletics and student services 
support, are very important 
Priticiple 
Residence, meal plans and ancil-
lo.ry fees 
•That, where possible, any proposed 
increase in charges should not 
exceed those required to meet 
increases in inflationary costs, safety 
and maintena11ce of the current level 
of services. 

B. Enrolment 
The University has increased un-

dergraduate intake since 1996. ln fall 
l 998, lhe intake was just over 3,000 
undergraduates. Al.though thi.s i.s still 
not as high as the in1ake in the early 
'90s, there have been substantial 
budget reductions since that time 
and some undergraduate courses in 
particular programs are considered 
to be at capacity in the fall and win-
ter. The committee also recognizes 
that total enrolment will, over the 
next few years, move to slightly less 
than all-time highs experienced in 
the early '90s. The committee recog-
nizes that there is considerable po-
tential for increased course 
enrolment in the spring semester 
and there may be increased capacity 
for courses offered by distance edu-
cation throughout the year. 

Several graduate programs have 
indicated a capacity to increase en-
rolment, and EMC is keen to pro-
mote increased graduate enrolment 
where possible. 
Principles 
Uodugraduate intake 
•That U ofG maintain undergradu-
ate semester-one enrolment at the 
present elevated level for fall 1999. 
• That the University encourage 
admission of external transfer stu-
dents, particuJarly at more senior 
levels, where there is availability of 
spaces in programs and courses. 
• That the University continue to 
admit a smaU number of new 
semester-one students in the \vinter 
and spring semesters based on avail-
ability of spaces in programs. 
• That enrolment targets be accom-
plished with no additional resources. 
Undergraduate international 
intake 
• That the University continue with 

its strategic plan to increase interna-
tional enrolment. 
Spring '99 

• Guided by the report on the spring 
semester and the spring semester 
survey, that the University should 
continue to increase the number of 
courses, especially those offered in 
areas of strategic importance to the 
University. 
Graduate intake 
• That the University endeavour to 
increase graduate intake in 
1999/2000. 
Graduate international intake 
• That the University continue with 
its strategic plan to increase interna-
tional graduate enrolment. 

C. Tuition Fees 
Deregulation 

In 1997, the government deregu-
lated all graduate programs, which 
allows universities to set the fee level 
in these programs. ln theory, the tui-
tion fee could be increased or de-
creased. The government also 
allowed universities to deregulate 
fees in professional undergraduate 
programs; universities may move to-
wards full-cost recovery at 20 per 
cent per year for a five-year period. 
Effectively, deregulation could be 
viewed as a more extensive form of 
differentiation of the fees. 
Priuciple 
• That U of G not pwsue deregula-
tion for 1999/2000 of any ex.isling 
undergraduate or graduate program. 
Differentiation 

Currently, there are three pro-
grams with differentiated fees at the 
undergraduate level - B.Sc.(Eng.), 
BLA and DVM - and one at the 
graduate level, the executive MBA. 
Principles 
Undergraduate programs 
• That the University not seek, for 
1999/2000, either to increase the 
number of undergraduate programs 
\vith a differentiated fee or to 
increase the level of differentiation. 
Graduate programs 
• That the University not introduce 
graduate programs with a d ifferenti-
ated tuition fee based on the pro-
gram of study for 1999/2000, except 
the executive MBA in agriculture, 
which had a differentiated fee 
approved by Senate. 

EMC will continue to investigate 
the rationale for differentiation of 
undergraduate and graduate pro-
gram fees during 1999/2000. 
International student 
tuition fees 

The two-year changes in the in-

ternational undergraduate tuition 
fees last year \vill position the fees at 
Guelph in a reasonably competitive 
position, with the exception of some 
universities in the west that have 
eliminated differential international 
fees. This tuition fee policy has al-
ready had a positive impact on re-
cruitment of international under-
graduate students. Accompanied by 
aggressive targeted marketing, there 
was a significant increase in new 
semester-one international student 
enrolment at the University in 
1998/99. International undergradu-
ate tuition fees in 1999/2000 \vill be 
similar to those of major competi-
tors in Ontario and Quebec and only 
marginally higher than fees in the 
Maritimes and Alberta. 

For the last two years, Guelph has 
frozen international graduate tui-
tion fees. The fees are almost the 
lowest in Ontario and are competi-
tive \vith those of several competitor 
universities elsewhere in Canada. 
This policy has stopped the dramatic 
decline in intemationaJ graduate en-
rolment seen over the last several 
years, and there was a small increase 
in international graduate enrolment 
in 1998/99 for the first time in 10 
years. There is evidence that severaJ 
universities in Ontario will be in-
creasing graduate international fees 
for the coming year. 

Principles 
Undergraduate programs 
• That the University continue \vith 
the second year of the two-year plan 
accepted in 1998 to reduce under-
graduate tuition fees for interna-
tional students. 
Graduate programs 
• That the University limit any 
increase in international graduate 
tuition fees to the percentage applied 
to the domestic graduate tuition fee. 
Domestic student tuition fees 

Currently, undergraduate tuition 
fees are marginally lower than the 
average level in Ontario, whereas the 
graduate fees are among the highest 
in Ontario. The graduate tuition fees 
are considerably higher than those at 
competitor institutions in the east 
and west. There is concern about the 
level of the graduate student fee at a 
time when the University is endeav-
ouring to increase graduate enrol-
ment. Any increase in fees would be 
subject to a 30-per-cent set-aside for 
student aid. This is a condition man-
dated by the provincial government. 

Principles 
Undergraduate programs 
• That, if at all possible, the Univer-
sity should not increase undergradu-

ate domestic tuition fees to the maxi-
mum rate allowable (IO per cent). 
EMC recognizes, however, that \vith 
a limited number of options avail-
able to increase enrolment o r 
decrease costs, this may be very diffi-
cult to achieve. 
Graduate programs 
• That the University limit any 
increase in graduate tuition fees to 
no more than five per cent. 

0. Financial Aid 
Guelph is committed to accessi-

bility to quality education and there-
fore has a comprehensive approach 
to financial aid for entering and con-
tinuing students. Jn 1998/99, ap-
proximately $7.S million was 
available in financial aid for stu-
dents. Just over half of this money 
(5 1 per cent) was distributed on the 
basis that the recipient had demon-
strated financial need, and 42 per 
cent of the awards were allocated to 
entering students. There is a need to 
consider balance between entrance 
and continuing, and beti.'1een merit 
and needs-based awards. 

Principles 
Financial aid for students 
• That the University continue to 
expand its comprehensive approach 
towards financial aid for students. 
Attention should be paid to 
approaches that promote accessibil-
ity and reduce debt load for students. 
Scholarship support for 
undergraduate students 
• That the University support addi-
tional merit-based scholarships for 
undergraduate students that would 
be used as entrance awards to attract 
high-calibre students. 

E. Revenue Generation 
At Guelph, undergraduate and 

graduate students pay by cheque or 
post-dated cheque without addi-
tional handling charges and pay fees 
in instalments by semester. In addi-
tion, Guelph has a refund schedule 
that is more generous than that of 
!IOme universities. In these ways, 
Guelph forgoes significant revenue 
in contrast to other universities. It is 
possible that additional revenue 
could be brought to the institution 
by adjusting payment schedules, but 
the comminee recognizes there are 
many issues, including perception of 
fairness and the competitive posi-
tion of Guelph, that may affect deci-
sions on additional revenue 
generation in this way. 
Pri,,ciple 
Payment/refund schedules 
• That the University consider 
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whether changing the payment/ 
refund schedules would be a more 
appropriate way to manage tuition 
payment, while also raising addi-
tional revenue for the institution. 

F. Strategic Directions for 
the University to Consider 

The University should consider 
l\vo separate strategic issues that re-
late to recruitment and enrolment. 
The first concerns the structure of 
the graduate student fee and the sec-
ond concerns the need to develop 
niche programs that could be used 
either to maintain or enhance enrol-
ment at the University. 
Groduale tuition fee structure 

Graduate students and faculty 
have expressed concern about the 
graduate program fee structure; it 
does not recognize differences in 
workload from one semester to an-
other, and there are problems in de-
fining part-time studies in some 
programs. lt is recognized that any 
change in the tuition fee structure 
may have academic implications and 
that there would have to be a consid-
erable amount of consultation on 
any prospective change. 

Principle 
Graduate program fee structure 
• That the University review the 
options for increasing transparency 
for tuition fees for graduate pro-
grams. 
Niche programs al Guelph 

To maximize enrolment in the 
medium term and to sustain enrol-
ment in the longer term, EMC pro-
motes the development of niche or 
unique programs at the undergradu-
ate and graduate levels. It recognizes 
that such programs might replace 
existing programs, but they could 
also be in addition to existing pro-
grams where any capacity exists. 
Adding new niche programs and 
courses will be part of the overall 
strategy developed by the institution 
to deal \vi th the effects of the double 
cohort and increased enrolments 
that wiU occur from the projected in-
crease in the number of students in 
post-secondary education over the 
next I 0 years. Examples of niche 
programs under consideration in-
clude the arts and science baccalau-
reate, articulation programs with 
community colleges and specific 
programs at the graduate level. 

Principle 
Niche programs al Guelph 
• That the University consider ways 
to foster development of niche pro-
grams, especially those that seek to 
increase revenue to the institution. 



Game for Success 
Biology student is bound for Rome after winning strategy game on World Wide Web 

H IS SECOND-YEAR biology classmates call 
him Matt. 1 o fellow computer gamers, 

he's known - at least virtually - as Maimin' 
Matty. Now. following his world- beating 
performance in a computer game contest held 
late Last year on the World Wide Web, the U of 
G student's new title is Grand Emperor. 

ln a series of weekend matchups involving 
some 300 North American contestants linked 
over the Internet. Matt Scadding snatched the 
laurel wreath from defeat on his way to the 
championship round of the computer game 
The Rise of Rome. held in Seattle in December. 
There be bested three fellow finalists to win an 
open-ended ticket to Rome this spring, along 
with $2,000 US in spending money. 

"And I thought video games were a waste of 
time," says Scadding's father, U of G zoology 
professor Steven Scadding. "I guess I was 
wrong 

Microsoft Inc. sponsored the contest to 
promote The Rise of Rome. an expansion pack-
age added last year to its already popular stable 
of Web-based strategy games collectively 
called "Age of Empires." Downloaded from 
the Internet~ these games require players to as-
semble whole civilizations from scratch while 
fending off the slings and arrows of their vir-
tual opponents. "Some people have described 
it as a very complex game of scissors-paper-
rock," says Matt Scadding. 

are good hand-eye co-ordination and the abil-
ity to keep track of numerous tasks. "[t's like 
the board game Risk, but everything happens 
simultaneously." 

Scadding had played other "Age of Em-
pires" games for a year before the contest. Fig-
uring he had a strong shot at the title - he had 
been ranked number one among 3,000 players 
worldwide before "Age of Empires" added its 
expansion package - he couldn't believe it 
when he was eliminated from the contest after 
losing the semi-final round in November. 
Then came a reprieve - his victor dropped 
out of the competition, forcing a replay of the 
round. This time, Scadding won the right to 
advance to the final competition against three 
other finalists, all students at U.S. universities. 

Flown to Seattle in early December, he bat-
tled it out with his foes in best,..of-three rounds 
over the weekend before some 250 spectators 
in Microsoft's game centre. 

'il'here, Scadding nearly saw history repeat 
itself. "l lost my first game. After making it 
there, it looked like I would lose in the first 
rounds." By the time he faced his final oppo-
nent, however, he had little doubt. "I fairly 
soundly whupped him." 

Currently enrolled in biology1 Matt is con-
sidering a career in research. But based on a hot 
tip he got in Seattle, he's taking two introduc-
tory computing science courses this semester. 

"Microsoft asked me whether I was going 
into computing science. I mentioned the plant 
biology thing, and they suggested I should 
switch majors.n 

Based loosely on historical events and peo-
ple - players can re-create the campaign of 
Augustus Caesar against Marc Antony and 
Cleopatra or Hanrnbal's crossing of the Alps-
the new package pits up to eight people at once 
in a battle for domination of the Roman Em-
pire. Concentration is key, says Scadding. So 

Apparently, even the Grand Emperor bows 
to latter-day world conqueror Bill Gates. Matt Scadding, left, shows his dad, Steven, that video games can pay off. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

CHINA UTHE YANGTZE 
RIVER CRUISE 

BEIJING • SHANGHAI • WUHAN 
YANGTZE RIVER • CHONGQlllN • XIAN 
Hosted by Lillian Neave of Royal City Amex Travel 

See the Yangtze River Before It's Too Late! 
IS Days 

April 16-30, 1999 
Deluxe All-Inclusive 

PORTUGAL U SPAIN 
LISBON • ALGARVE • SEVILLE 

TOR.REMOLINOS • GRANADA • MADRID 
18 Days 

Representative 

April 27-May 14, 1999 
The Trip of a Lifetime 

Hosted by Norm & Jean Ja1y 

ONT. UC.r'ln6J.11 

ROYAL CITY TBA VEL 
Royal Plaza (Paisley and Norfolk) 

(519) 763-3520 
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'I HA VE A DREAM' 
"The only way to acquire entrance to the future and build a social foundation that will enable us 

to enjoy the political and legal rights we have won is to initiate some form of reparations. " 

Editor's note: February is Black History Month, a 
time to reflect on the history, teachings and 
achievements of African-Americans. Writer 
Mary Dickieson recently sat down \vith Prof. 
Clarence Munford, History, to discuss issues 
vital to African-Americans today. Munford, a 
faculty member at Guelph for 33 years, is the 
author of numerous publications, including a 
three-volume history of black enslavement in the 
French West Indies and the 1996 book Race and 
Reparations: A Black Perspective for tl1e 21st Cen-
tury. A companion book to Racem1d Reparations 
is scheduled for publication in 2000. In 1995, 
Munford was honoured when U of G students 
opened the Munford Centre on campus to pro-
vide a focal point for anti-racism and race rela-
tions resources and a drop-in centre for students. 

FOR MILLIONS OF PEOPLE around the 
world, the postwar civil rights 
movement in the United States is defined by the 
passionate words of Martin Luther King: "1 have a 

dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed - we hold these truths to be self-evident 
that all men are created equal." 

King spoke those words in 1963 at the end of a day of peace-
ful demonstrations in Washington, D.C. The March for Jobs 
and Freedom drew 250,000 people in support of pending civil-
rights legislation, but it was another fuU year before the Civil 
Rights Act legally ended segregation and two years before the 
Voting Rights Act made it possible for all black Americans to 
rci\s\er to vote. Five years after sharini his dream of brother-
hood between whites and blacks, King was assassinared while 
still working to make those legislated rights a reality in every 
part of the United States. 

During the annual celebration of King's January birthday, U 
of G history professor Clarence Munford spoke at Toronto's 
Metro Hall and shared his own dream for the 2 Ist century. " It is 
time to update King's speech and the content of his dream," 
says Munford. 

"Martin Luther King led a vital struggle against petty apart-
heid North American style - school segregation, equal access 
to public facilities, voting rights and access and prompt service 
in restaurants. But one generation after his assassination, the 
formal access to public facilities can no longer be the target of 
black communal effort - nor should it be. We now have that 
access, at least in legislation. Today we are not seeking equality. 
Now we seek parity." 

Munford works with a U.S.-based organiz.ation called 
N'COBRA, the National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in 
America, which is trying to provide African-Americans with an 
economic and social foundation that will protect the anti-
discrimination legislation and make it possible for blacks to 
benefit fully from political participation. N'COBRA is focused 
on a new ''social advantage" movement. "We think we must 
mobilize blacks to make a commitment to reparations - pay-
ment of the inheritance due to us for the labour of our ances· 
tors," he says. 

The professor has more than a historian's interest in the in-
stitution of slavery. Born and raised in Ohio, Munford traces his 
mother's ancestors to the plantations of Louisiana and his fa-
ther's family to enslavement in Alabama. He has lived in Can· 

ada since 1966, however) joining U of G after completing an 
academic trail that began at Cleveland's Western Reserve Uni-
versity, then took him to the University of Leipzig in Germany 
for a PhD, then to the University of Nigeria as a faculty member. 

During his years at Guelph, Munford has maintained close 
connections to family members in the United States and an ac-
tive involvement in the ongoing civil rights struggles of blacks in 
many countries. 

On the international scene, Munford is an active participant, 
with other historians, legal scholars, social scientists and psy-
chologists, in the preparation of legislative recommendations 
and a legal brief in regards to U.S. Bill HR40. lntroduced by De-
troit congressman John Conyers Jr., the bill wou1d acknowledge 
the fundamental injustice of slavery in the United States and 
create a commission to examine the resulting economic and ra-
cial discrimination against African-Americans and the impact 
of these forces on those still living in the United States. The 
commission would also make recommendations to Congress 
on appropriate remedies, which N'COBRA economists say 
should include reparations as high as $10 trillion US. 

The followi11g are excerpts from the imerview with Munford, in 
wliicli lte talks abo11t tlie basis of the black reparatio11s movement 
and 11is belief that it is time for western civilization to pay the debt 
owed to African-Americans. 

" In modem history. which for black people begins in 1441, 
we lost 100 million lives through violence inflicted by the slave 
trade. Thousands more were taken from their homes to en-
slavement in the western hemisphere, where they and succeed· 
ing generations worked their entire lives without payment for 
that work. What would be owed to us, using the true capitalist 
principle of the right of inheritance? 

"The value of the accrued wages of Africans enslaved in the 
United States, plus interest, has been estimated at anywhere 
from $5 trillion to $1 O trillion US. This debt does no t count the 
other billions of dollars that may have been lost to blacks in the 
last 130 years through segregation and reduced job opportuni-
ties due to racial discrimination. Nor does it count the addi-
tional debts owed to the descendants of slavery in other 
countries - the West Indies, for example, where thousands 
were enslaved. 

"One example of the impact of racial discrimination lies in 
the 10-to-one ratio between the home ownership assets of 

whites and blacks in the United States. The average 
equity in home real estate is $42,000 for whites and 
just over $4,000 for blacks. A contributing factor 
to this discrimination was the U.S. government's 
post-war policy that offered low-cost mortgages to 
whites to enable them to move from the inner cit-
ies to the suburbs, while those mortgages were de-
nied blacks. Yet black people in the United States 
helped pay for those government subsidies 
through their truces. We helped pay for the better 
schools built in the suburbs and the better teach-
ing and resources enjoyed by white children. 

"We feel the only way to acquire entrance to the 
future and build a social foundation that will en-
able us to enjoy the political and legal rights we 
have won is to initiate some form of reparations. 
It's time for western governments to ante up. 

"We promote a massive fund for black educa-
tion that will raise the educational level of black 
children to that of the white middle class. 

"Since the Depression, black unemployment 
has averaged t\vo to 21h times the unemployment rate am ong 
whites. Reparations will help equalize employment opportuni-
ties through education and black ownership of meaningful 
black assets. "Part of the dream is access to credit to encourage 
black owner-ship of business ventures. We want 15 to 20 per cent 
of the black labour force to be able to find a job and build a ca-
reer in a black-ovmed business. Currently, less than one per 
cent of the black labour force in the United States works for 
black-owned firms. 

"Supporters of the reparations movement do not expect 
overnight success - Bill HR 40 has been voted down each year 
foT nearly a decade-but we sec thi.5 as a cris is that western ci¥i-, 

lization must address. 
"Reparations would not be paid by individual white people, 

but by western governments, which have already set a precedent 
of using reparations to achieve some atonement for the atroci-
ties of past governments. Some European countries have made 
reparations to the survivors of the five-year Jewish Holocaust. 
Both the United States and Canada have given an apology and 
payments to Japanese citizens who were interned during the 
Second World War, and both countries have provided compen-
sation to native populations who were robbed of their land and 
their culture. But African-Americans have a 500·year-old debt 
that remains unpaid. 

"The reparations movement is a worldwide movement. 
There is a reparations office in Nigeria, and the Organization of 
African Unity has gone on record as supporting reparation. 
There is a Pan-African movement, and voices are chiming in 
from Brazil In Canada, there is growing interest among the 
count:rYs predominantly African-Caribbean black community. 

"The discussion surrounding reparations is different in 
every country where the black descendants of slaves live. The is-
sue is far too complicated for an adequate representation here, 
but at its core is the belief among black people that our ances-
tors' debts are yet to be collected. And that payment of those 
debts would provide the resources needed to prepare African-
Americans today for the demands of the future." 

For more infom1ation on N'COBRA. visit tire organization's Web 
site at www.1Jcobra.com. For information about Black History 
Month activities at U of G, call Ext. 2629. 

IS YOUR MORTGAGE RATE OVER 7.75%? 
CIBC WILL PAY YOUR TRANSFER FEE 

LOWER YOUR PRESENT INTEREST RATE 
AND GIVE YOU CASH TOWARDS ANY PENALTY THAT YOU MAY HAVE INCURRED 

FOR MORE DETAILS ON THIS OFFER CONTACT 
SUZANNE YOUNG, MORTGAGE SPECIALIST AT 651-5185 

AT GUELPH 6 FEBRUARY 10, 1999 

CIBc 
M 0 R 1 6 A 6 f S 



WA VE OF THE FUTURE 
Physics prof searches for elusive gravitational waves that could offer new view of the universe 

ZIP TO OTHER UNIVERSES through black holes? 
Not so fast, says Prof-. Eric Poisson, Physics, 
whose earlier theoretical work probably crushed 
the dreams of a few sci-fi enthusiasts who had 

seen b lack holes as a kind of express elevator to new 
universes. Still, he may redeem h imself among futurists 
through his studies of an elusive form of cosmic radiation, 
one that won' t open the door to new universes, but that 
holds out a new way of seeing our own. 

By the time Poisson began studying b lack holes in 1988 
for his PhD at the University of Alberta, these structures 
had long enthralled sci-ti. fans as a possible gateway to 
other un iverses. Not the simplest kinds of black holes -
most scientists agreed that anything or anyone that en-
tered an inert and uncharged black hole would be crushed 
- but the mo re complicated structures such as ones car-
rying a net charge or rotating in space, in which the phys-
ics got more murky. Without strong evidence to the 
contrary, people believed there was a possibility of going 
through black holes and ending up in a new universe, 
Poisson says. 

Along with his supervisor, Werner Israel, and a small 
planet's worth of calculations, Poisson showed that al-
though a perfectly spherical opening would work, you 
couldn't get near it without perturbing the black hole and 
causing the "tunnel" to collapse. In work reported last 
year, another pair of physicists at the Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem removed many assumptions and simplifica-
tions in the Poisson-Israel model and came up with the 
same result. Hard luck for anyone hoping to escape this 
humdrum universe, says Poisson, but "that's why science 
is so fascinating. It forces you to revise your conceptions." 

A native of Quebec City, he did postdoctoral work in 
tht 'Uriitect States' and joined lJ ofG in 1995. ''My primary 
responsibility at this univers ity is to be a teacher," says 
Poisson, who collected a Professorial Teaching Award from the 
U ofG Faculty Association last year. He has taught undergradu-
ate and graduate courses in statistical physics, quantum field 
theory and general relativity. 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

He is U of G's onJy theoreticaJ astrophysicist and certainly 
the only one who spends his evenings alternately strumming a 
folk guitar in impromptu jam sessions with fellow physics pro-
fessor Bob Brooks- "We both like to think we're Paul Simon," 
says Poisson - or catching the latest flick. "He lives in the 
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Bookshelf Cinema," says one colleague down the hall 
from Poisson's fourth-floor office in the MacNaughton 
Building. 

Poisson continues to study black holes and other ce-
lestial bodies whose interactions are believed by scien-
tists to generate a yet-undetected phenomenon: 
gravitationa1 waves. The interaction of moving black 
holes or neutron stars caught up in a binary system gen-
erates these ripples that spread outward through the fab-
ric of space-time. At least, that's what the equations 
suggest to him and to many others in the field, including 
Albert Einstein, who fust postulated the existence of 
gravitational waves in 1918. There's just one cosmic-
sized problem- no one has yet detected this radiation. 

But, says Poisson, perhaps just as you use your eyes 
to view images on a movie screen or your ears to distin-
guish between Simon and Garfunkel, detecting gravita-
tional waves is a matter of using the right receiver. That's 
the conviction of scientists who are building huge facili-
ties in the United States and Europe designed to pick out 
these waves from the jumble of cosmic radiation bom-
barding Earth. The kilometre-long devices will use laser 
beams to detect the minute oscillations that gravita-
tional radiation is suspected to cause. Poisson plans to 
study data coUected at the Laser Interferometer Gravita-
tional Wave Observatory, which will actually consist of 
twin detectors being built in Washington State and Lou-
isiana. 

"What I'm trying to do is make solid predictions 
about what gravitational radiation waves will be like, n he 
says1 explaining that the information might contain ech-
oes of the beginnings of the universe from some 15 bil-
lion years ago. 

"'What•s e'Cciting about gmvilaa·onal radiation 1s ihat 
all the information we now have abour tbe universe 

came from light or other forms of electromagnetic radiation. 
There's been no other way of looking at the universe. With 
gravitational radiation, we're going to see the universe with a 
completely new set of eyes, and we're bound to see something 
that was never seen before." 
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EMC Concerned About Erosion of Academic Quality 
Continued from page 1 
hers of the University community. 
Following input from the University 
community, EMC will draft a set of 
recommendations that will, in turn, 
be the focus of wide campus consul-
tation before final recommendations 
are prepared for the March meetings 
of Senate and Board of Governors. 

At the town hall meeting, 
Summerlee outlined the six princi-
ples drafted by EMC in developing 
an overall approach to fees and sup-
port of students: costs of attending 
university, enrolment, tuition fees, 
financial aid, revenue generation 
and slrategic options for the Univer-
sity. Two issues garnered the most 
discussion a l the meeting - tuition 
and revenue generation. 

Jn its draft principles, EMC has 
suggested that " if at all possible, the 
University should not increase un -
dergraduate domestic tuition fees to 
the maximum rate allowable (10 per 
cent). EMC recognizes, however, 
that with a limited number of op-
tions available to increase enrolment 
or decrease costs, this may be very 
difficuJt to achieve." 

One student asked how the Uni-
versity can justify an increase in tui-
tion "when there is no increase in 
quality. Why are you ahvays looking 
to students 10 pay more when they're 
not getting more quality?" 

Summerlee responded that rais-
ing tuition is not something Guelph 
wants to do, but it is difficult to avoid 
in the face of continued government 
disinvestment. "We are pressing very 
hard for the government to invest 
mote in l>OS.\-secondaty educ.ation ," 
he said. '"\¥e, too, are very concerned 
about the erosion of quality." 

He added that EMC has received 
a letter from provost lain Campbell 
expressing similar concerns about 
educational quality and the impact 
of underfunding on keeping faculty 
at U ofG and attracting new faculty. 

That is why dose to $1.5 million is 
being proposed as an incremental 
investment in quality, building on 
last year's investments (see Report 0 11 

Mnintnining Qunliry). 
Discussion was also prompted by 

an EMC suggestion that Guelph 
consider changing its tuition pay-
ment schedule to match those of 
many other Ontario universities 
where students are charged a fee if 
they want to pay their tuition in in-
stalments rather than in a lump sum. 

Several members of the audience 
said the extra fee would be a hard-
ship for many students, especially 
those recei\•ing support from the 
Ontario Student Assistance Plan 
(some 40 per cent of U of G under-
graduates are on OSAP. which is 
paid out in instalments). One stu-
dent noted that many students come 
to Guelph knowing they can pay 
their fees each semester without pen-
alty and that this is a competitive ad-
vantage for the University. Another 
student said a change in U of G's 
payment schedule could have a 
negative impact on Guelph's image. 

Summerlee stressed that the sug-
gestion was only on the table for dis-
cussion at this stage and that the 
committee recognizes there are 
many issues, including perception of 
fairness and the competitive posi-
tion of Guelph, to be considered. 

One student urged EMC to give 
serious thought to the impact of any 
fee increases on students. "This af-
fects students, how they eat and 
whether they eat," he said. " It really 
hits home to l>eo-p\e - it's not just 
some numbers you can play around 
with. You're dealing with more than 
just a budget." 

Summerlee responded that the 
student's comments "make a very 
compelling story that EMC will take 
very seriously." 

Another student asked why the 
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University doesn ' t use more money 
from the Heritage Fund to benefit 
students and to offset the impact of 
underfunding. Nancy Sullivan, 
vice-president (finance and admini-
stration). responded that the Heri-
tage Fund was established as an 
endowment fund, and the University 
can use only the interest it generates. 
The fund is to be used for one-time 
strategic investments for which there 
are no operating funds. 

Sullivan noted that students have 
already seen many benefits from the 
close to $6 million in income that has 
come from fund interest to date, in -
cluding the purchase of Colleague, 
the new student information system; 
creation of the library database 
'FRELLIS; and redesign of courses to 
a distance education format to better 
serve students in the summer semes-
ter. These were essential needs, and 
without the Heritage Fund, the cost 
of these initiatives would have had to 
come from the operating budget, 

forcing reductions in other areas of 
the University or an increase in tui-
tion, she said. 

The student responded that al-
though she applauds the long-term 
thinking on which the Heritage 
Fund endowment was based, "given 
where we are now, facing a crisis year 
after year ... it's a luxury to think 
long term that way." 

President Mordechai Rozanski 
noted that when the Heritage Fund 
was established in the early 1990s, it 
was on the condition that the bulk of 
interest would be reinvested in the 
fund for the next I 0 years. But in 
1996, in the face of a severe funding 
cut from the province and looming 
dawbacks across campus, he went to 
B of G and asked that the University 
be allowed to access the increased 
amounts of the fund's investment 
income. Initially, these funds were 
used to repay special capital debt, 
said Rozanski, but since then, they 
have also supported strategic invest-

men ts such as academic 
restructuring and replacing Guelph's 
critical computing systems in the li-
brary and registrar's office. The need 
for support from the Heritage Fund 
continues to accelerate, he said, "and 
I intend to go back for more." 

Rozanski said it would be ex-
tremely short-sighted of U of G to 
spend rather than invest the princi-
pal earned from the sale or lease of 
University lands. "If you seU it and 
spend the principal, the money is 
gone," he said , and the problem re-
mains the next year. If it's invested, 
the University's assets will continue 
producing income in perpetuity for 
future generations of students. 

Summerlee urged the audience to 
be active in the consultation process 
and to send comments to him by e-
mail. A town hall meeting to discuss 
EMC's draft recommendations on 
tuition and enrolment will be held 
March 9 at 5:30 p.m. in Room 117 of 
the MacKinnon Building. 

Health Information to Be Shared 
Continued from page 1 
animal health and food microbiol-
ogy areas of Lab Services, allowing 
the information to be easily shared 
among these groups and the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs (OMAFRA). The pro-
gram is based on Health Canada's 
integrated public health surveillance 
system. 

Currently, sharing information 
between Lab Services and govern-
ment agencies can be a labour-
intensive task that involves a lot of 
duplication of papenvork. Frank 
Pollari, a veterinary epidemiologist 
with Health Canada who is working 
on the U of G project, says there is 
currently little information cross-

sharing. "People are enthused about 
this project because they can see the 
benefit of shared data," he says. 

Health Canada, OMAFRA and U 
of G already have a good working re-
lationship, adds McEwen. "By hav-
ing this system in place, we'U be 
speaking a common language, the 
data will be available and it will be 
available quickly. This project will 
make it much easier for us to tap into 
some of the capabilities and exper-
tise of the other groups. OMAFRA 
has supported us and recognizes the 
value of animal health data to indi-
vidual producers, industry, trade 
and public health. Funding of this 
project by Health Canada further 

995 Woodlawn Rd. West, Guelph 
AT THE TOP OF THE GUELPH AUTO MALL 

emphasizes the importance of ani-
mal health and food safety to the Ca-
nadian public." 

McEwen stresses that confidenti-
ality of all information will be as-
sured. Only statistical data, with no 
identifying information, will be 
shared between the human and ani-
mal health professionals. 

"Linking Animal Health and 
Food Safety Data to Human HeaJth" 
is one of 36 projects funded under 
HISP, which was established in 
March 1998 to support efforts to test 
and assess the use of new informa-
tion technologies and applications 
in the health field. 

BY GAYLE ANDERSON 
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Don't Just Sit There 
The human body needs movement to provide nutrition to the spine and to redistribute stress 

S IT UP, SIT DOWN, sit all around, 
but don't just sit there. Novel 

research on the mechanics of sitting 
conducted by Prof. Jack Callaghan, 
Department of Human Biology and 
Nutritional Sciences (HBNS), 
suggests that not only is this 
apparently restful activity more 
stressful than you think, but your 
Grade I teacher's pat admonitions to 
"sit up straight" were also somewhat 
off the mark. 

"Sitting looks like a pretty harm-
less activity- you just don't think it 
can harm you," says Callaghan. 
Think again. Back pain reported by 
everyone from assembly-line work-
ers to word-processing clerks stems 
from numerous factors, but pro-
longed sitting is particularly hard on 
the back. Someone who sits all day is 
three times more likely to develop a 
back injury than individuals work-
ing at varying tasks, he says. 

Back problems have accounted 
for about one-third of lost-time in-
jury claims every year for the last 
decade in Canadian workplaces. 
Lost-time injuries caused by back 
problems cost American companies 
an estimated $50 billion last year. 

Callaghan is particularly inter-
ested in how sitting posture allevi-

ates o r aggravates back stresses, 
especially in the lumbar or lower 
back region, the most vulnerable 
area. For his doctoral thesis com-
pleted at the University of Waterloo 
before joining U of G late last year, 
he recorded lumbar spine motions 
and muscle activation levels at 14 lo-
cations on the backs of seated sub-
jects working for two hours, then 
calculated spine loads. 

Unlike most biomechanists, who 
observe subjects seated more or less 
in a single prescribed position, he 
wanted to see what happened when 
subjects were free to move around 
on the chair and adopt whatever 
postures were comfortable. 

The res ult? Far from conforming 
to the 90-90-90 posture (the right 
angles formed by knees, trunk and 
arms), most people adopt a variety 

The Best Seat in the House 

ALTHOUGH PROF. JACK CALLAGHAN is reluctant to endorse a 
particular brand name for an office chair, he says the University 

bas approved several models that can be purchased through 
Environmental Health and Safety. Standards for approved chairs 
include the following: 

five-legged base (less likely to tip over); 
wide range of adjustability for all features, including seat height; 
adjustable chair tilt (leaning forward and back)i 
adjustable seat pan tilt (seat rocks back and forth); 
adjustable lumbar suppon (should adjust vertically and for depth); 
adjustable arm supports that pivot aside so you can work close to 
your desk; and 
ability to lock any adjustable feature in a fixed position or allow it to 
move freely. 
Another nice feature, says Callaghaa, is a mesh seat pan rather than 

a cushioned one. which tends to retain heat from your, er, seat. 

of postures, some so extreme as to 
resemble toe-touching. 

Callaghan disputes the notion of 
adopting an "optimumn sitting posi-
tion. "Any time you confine yourself 
to one fixed position, it's not 
healthy. The human body is de-
signed to move. It needs movement 
to provide nutrition to the spine and 
redistribute stress concentrations 
that develop when the spine is ex-
posed to a constant posture for pro-
longed periods." 

And he says those stern warnings 
from your parents or schoolteachers 
were only half correct "Slouching or 
slumping puts stress on your back, 
but sitting straight all the time isn't 
good either." 

The best strategy for desk-bound 
workers is perhaps the most 
common-sense one- vary your sit-
ting posture and take frequent 
breaks, every IS minutes or so. 

" By standing and by altering your 
posture, you redistribute stresses so 
you don 't have a focal point where 
injury can occur." 

The other must-have is a well -
designed chair. "The most impor-
tant thing about an ergonomic chair 
is that it be adjustable, n says 
Callaghan. ''It's a fit thing, like buy-

ing running shoes. You get what you 
pay for. " 

In a follow-up study, he hopes to 
learn more about how the sitting 
posture of people with a history of 
back pain relates to their level of pain 
or discomfort while seated . 

Before rushing out to buy a new 
chair, you might consider another 
possible cause of all those aches and 
pains, one that has more to do with 
cultural anthropology than with hu-
man biology, says HBNS professor 
Susan Pfeiffer. 

"Wes tern society happens to be 
fond of chairs as aids to resting pos-
ture, but many societies around the 
world have done nicely without 
them," says Pfeiffe r, who studies 
skeletal biology and human evolu-
tion. 

'Think, for example, of tradi-
tional Japanese homes. The current 
relatively low incidence of hip frac-
tures in elderly Japanese women has 
been tentatively attributed to their 
lifetime of squa tting and of raising 
and lowering their bod)' masses from 
the floor. Japanese-origin women in 
North America do not have this 'pr-
otection' from osteoporotic frac-
ture." 

BY ANDREW VOWLES 

See Shakespeare at the RRC _ _____,___,. 
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the for edges 
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Romeo &Juliet 
Ballet Jorgen and the K-W Symphony 

Set to Prokoviev' s 
score, played live 
by the K-W 
Symphony, 
Bengt Jorgan's 
choreographed 
version comes 
complete with 
exquisite dancing 
vivid sword fights, 
beautiful sets and 
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Kids Fighting? Reaction 
Depends on Your Gender 
Moms rely on 'care' tactics to handle sibling conflicts, dads turn to 'justice' 

WHEN IT COMES TO dealing 
with squabbling children, a 

parent's gender plays a major role, a 
U of G researcher has found 

In studies of Ontario families, 
Prof. Susan Lollis, Family Relations 
and Applied Nutrition, discovered 
that when handling sibling conflicts, 
mothers rely more on acare" tactics 
such as asking children to take one 
another>s feelings into account, to 
share and to find mutually satisfying 
solutions. Fathers tend to rely on 
"justice" tactics such as who owns an 
object or who had it first. It doesn't 
matter whether the child is a boy or 
girl. 

"Although the child's gender 
does not determine a parent's incli-
nation for justice or care orientation, 
the parent's gender did,• says Lollis. 
ult's interesting what lessons we can 
learn from the fights our children 
are having in the home." 

Working with Hildy Ross from 
the University of Waterloo and 
graduate student Betty Brouwer, 
Lollis studied 40 families in the 
Guelph-Kitchener-Waterloo region 
over a two-year period. The families 
comprised two parents and two chil-
dren. 

Six 90-minute observation ses-
sions were run when the children 
were two and four years old and 
again when they were four and six .. 

The parents ranged in age from 23 to 
48. 

With the two- and four-year-old 
siblings, mothers intervened in their 
children's squabbles more often 
than fathers did, and they tended to 
exercise "care" tactics nvice as often 
as they rel ied on "justice" tactics. Fa-
thers, on the other hand, relied on 
justice most of the time. 

"Mothers' focus on care and fa. 
thers' focus on justice were found 
for both older and younger children 
and for both boys and girls," Lollis 
says. 

She came up with the idea for the 
study after years of refereeing her 
O\Vll children's squabbles. "Much to 
my satisfaction , what I saw in my 
own home, I saw in other homes as 
well. " 

Siblings squabble often - an av-
erage of seven to 12 timesan hour-
and parental response influences 
how children learn to resolve prob-
lems, she says. 

"I'm very interested in the posi-
tive side of fighting. We learn moral 
dilemmas in day-to-day living, and 
that is what really forms who we 
are." 

The researchers were interes ted 
in studying how families deal \vith 
conflict and how children learn to 
care for one another and other peo-
ple. Lollis expected to find that par· 

en ts relied more on "care" when 
dealing with their daughters and 
"justice" when confronting their 
sons, an assumption that has been 
supported by past field research. She 
discovered instead that the child's 
gender did no t influence the parent's 
reaction - it was the gender of the 
parent that mattered. 

In all the families, the mother was 
the primary caregiver, although 
about half of the women worked 
outside the home at least part time. 
Lollis says the study leads her to 
wonder whether the more time a 
person spends with their children, 
the more they rely on "care" strate-
gies because they have a better un-
derstanding of the overall 
relationship of the siblings. 

"The mothers had a higher toler-
ance for the fighting," she says. "Jus-
tice solves the problem quickly, 
while caring and working it out to· 
gethe r takes longer. The findings 
raise an issue of whether children 
will eventually become like their 
parents, with grmvn-up girls con-
cerned more with issues of care and 
gro\vn-up boys with issues of jus-
tice." 

This research was supported by 
the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada. 

BY LORI BONA HUNT 

12 Graduate Students Get 
CIDA Support for Research 
Grants fund projects throughout the world 

TWELVE U OF G graduate 
students - nine from the 

School of Rural Planning and 
Development (SRPD) - have 
received grants from the Canadian 
international Development Agency 
(CIDA) to pursue research projects 
throughout the world. 

CIDA awarded 51 research 
grants in the 1998 competition, with 
41 going to university students and 
10 to individuals representing pri-
vate agencies. In addition to SRPD, 
U of G recipients represent the De-
partment of Political Science. De-
partment of Zoology and School of 
Rural Extension Studies. 

"The School of Rural Planning 
and Development has a long history 
of CLDA support for international 
development activities in both de-
velopment implementation and re-
search in development," says SRPD 
director Prof. John FittGibbon. 
"This year, students in the school 
have been exceptionally successful 
in securing CIDA scholarships." 

Pro[ Jim Shute, director of the 
Centre for International Programs, 
notes that these and other research 
and bavel awards won by U ofG stu-
dents "add richness to the Universi-

ty's internationalization efforts, as 
well as contributing much to the 
personal and academic develop-
ment of our students." 

The recipients, their projects and 
their host countries are as follows: 

Lisa Brinkman , SRPD, "Rights to 
Forest Resources in the Buffer 
Zones of T\vo National Parks/' 
Vietnam. 
Vince Deschamps, SRPD, "An 
Evaluation of the Conservation 
Value of Community Partici-
pation in the Planning and 
Management of Protected Areas," 
lndonesia. 
John Gaudi , SRPD, "American 
Indian Community-Based 
Tourism in Guyana: Managing 
the Impact of the Eco-tourism 
Development," Guyana. 
Rahmouna Kheli fi-Touhami, 
SRPD, "Examination of the 
Factors Affecting the Role of 
Women in Small Ruminant 
Production Systems," Syria. 
Neluka Leanage, Rural Extension 
Studies, "The Role of Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems in Improving 
Forest Management and Conser-
vation of the Knuckles Forest ," Sri 
Lanka. 

AT GUELPH so Fl!BRUARY 10, 1999 

Catherine Phillips, Political 
Science, "Permaculture in 
Southern Africa: Popular Parti-
cipation , Food Security and 
Environmental Regeneration," 
South Africa. 
Amisha Modi, SRPD, "African 
Market Women: A Window on 
the Structural Adjustment Pro-
cess,'' Tanzania. 
Steve Rotter, SRPD, "Fair Trade 
Coffee Impacts in the Case of San 
Lucas," Guatemala. 
Claudia Schaerer, SRPD, "Sus-
tainability Implications of Rural 
Industrialization: Social and For-
estry Impact of Micro Enterprises 
in the Upper East Region," 
Ghana. 
Carolyn Switzer, SRPD, 
"Biodiversity Conversation in 
India: Comparing State and 
Community Approaches," India. 
Lillian Thomas, SRPD, ''Em-
powering the Generations: The 
Impact of Savings Programs on 
Rural Women and Their Female 
Children," Nepal. 
Dara Torgerson, Zoology, "The 
Epiz.ootiology of Sandflies and 
Human Leishmaniasis," Vene-
zuela. 



Students Plan Intellectual Freedom Forum 
Campus-wide initiative will encourage exploration of academic and intellectual freedom issues 

CAUGHT UP in day-to-day 
activities of research, teaching 

and studying for finals , members of 
the campus community may 
sometimes forget that universities 
offer an arena in which to debate and 
examine the freedoms society holds 
dear. 

That notion was taken up by a 
pair of students last fall, and the re-
sult is U of G's 1999 Intellectual Free-
dom Forum. 

Throughout 1999, the student-
led initiative will encourage explora-
tion of academic and intellectual 
freedom issues in and out of the 
classroom. With the support of fac-
ulty and staff, o rganizers hope to fo-
cus fresh discuss ions on these 
freedoms, which are central learning 
objectives of the University. Having 
just received Senate endorsement in 
mid-January, the forum program is 
still being developed, but will proba-
bly include lectures, debates and the 
publication of learning resources. 

The forum is the brainchild of 
Stephen Wicary and Sean Yo, chair 
and treasurer of the College of Arts 
Student Union, respectively. 

"Moral maturity is a learning ob-
jective of education, but is often 
taken for granted," says Wicary, a 
third-year philosophy student. "It's 

not always discussed formally. The 
forum will attempt to have cu rrent 
issues discussed in a classroom set-
ting and referred to the larger issues 
of academic and intellectual free-
dom." 

The forum will stir debate by 
delving beyond the day's news to the 
fundamental issues underlying 
them, such as the issues of freedom 
of expression stirred by the APEC 
and Dr. Nancy Olivieri cases. 

The project began with a letter 
last fall to president Mordechai 
Rozanski, asking for financial sup-
port for the APEC Protesters Legal 
Support Fund. Because this would 
have been inconsistent with institu-
tional practice, the University was 
unable to fulfil this request) but 
Rozanski did meet with Wicary and 
Yo to discuss the matter further and 
encouraged a larger and sustained 
educational perspective. A commit-
ment was also made to support a 
project that would raise awareness of 
issues of academic and intellectual 
freedom at U of G. 

"After that, Sean and I passed 
ideas back and forth/' says Wicary, 
"and consulted with Brian Sullivan 
(associate vice-president for student 
affairs) and the Office of Student Af-
fairs." 

Dressing for Dollars 
CAMPUS RESIDENCE assistants 

raise a $0, mo - 1o, l\a ithby 
House and the Ontario Special 
Olympics Foundation this fall by 
"dressing for dollars." About 80 RAs 
volunteered to get "dressed up" by 
their respective houses in exchange 
for pledges and donations. 
Residence life staff promoted the 

event in their living areas, 
classrooms and11Tgh-=-traffiC3reas on 
campus. 

This was the second year for the 
event, which raised $2,500 in its in-
augural year. Of the $6,100 raised, 
$4,100 was donated to the Special 
Olympics and $2,000 went to 
Raithby House. 

UptownWticrloc:i 519-888-9200 t DowntownGuclph 519-821·7982 

The next step was ensuring repre-
sentative bodies on campus were 
consulted, what Wicary calls "jump-
ing through institutional hoops." 
Those hoops were cleared in short 
orde r. From the initial letter to 
Rozanski in October, the forum pro-
posal was endorsed by the School of 
Literatures and Perfonnance Studies 
in English, the College of Arts Dean's 
Council, the Vice-President Acade-
mic's Council, Student Senate Cau-
cus, the Senate executive and the 
Board of Undergraduate Studies be-
fore it was finally presented to Senate 
Jan. 19 by Student Senate Caucus 
co-chair Kirsten Mercer. There, it re-
ceived overwhelming support. The 
caucus is se rving as organizational 
sponsor for the project, and the Sen-
ate Office is providing administra-
tive assistance. 

The speed with which the fo rum 
has come to pass is a positive, says 
Prof. AJastair Summerlee, acting as-
sociate vice-president (academic) . 
"This is an example of a member of 
the campus community coming up 
with a good idea - no matter 
whether fac uJty, staff or student -
and that good idea being taken up by 
the institution at an institution-wide 
level. '' 

Sullivan agrees. "We might some-
times forget that ' learner-centred' 
includes faculty and staff and not 
only students," he says. " I think part 
of the reason this proposal moved so 
quickly is that people were ready to 
do something together, which is why 
you see this level of support coming 
from all corners of the campus." 

It's early days yet, with items "be-
ing formalized week by week" says 

Wicary, but a student-driven steer-
ing committee plans several 
components, including a public de-
bate and a lecture series beginning 
this semester, a conference, publica-
tion of key materials and a large-
scale colloquium featuring a pres-
entation of student papers in the 
fall . 

.. We hope to get started with a 
public debate some time after read-
ing week," he says. "We are also 
hoping to have a presentation by the 
Canadian Civil Liberties Associa-
tion, and we have been in touch to 
see whether Dr. Olivieri would like 
to come and speak at one event." 

For more information or to be-
come involved in the forum, con-
tact Wicary by e-mail at swicary@ 
uoguelph.ca. 

BY ALEXANDER WOOLEY 

Hope After the Storm 
Campaign aims to raise $25,000 for victims of Hurricane Mitch 

ACAMPUS·WIDE campaign will 
begin March I to raise money 

for the victims of Hurricane Mitch. 
The initiative, called "Hope After the 
Storm," is being spearheaded by a 
steering committee made up of 
representatives of the Graduate 
Students' Association , Central 
Student Association, lnterhall 
Council and CUPE Local 3913. 

Allhough primarily studenl-
- driYen, the campaign has also re-

ceived strong encouragement from 
the University administration and 
the U of G FacuJty Association, says 
graduate student Jan Myles, the 
campaign's voluntee r co-ordinator. 

Hurricane Mitch , the most de-
structive storm to hit Central Amer-

ica in 200 years, caused massive 
flooding and landslides in Nicaragua 
and Honduras, killing 10,000 peo-
ple, leaving 1.5 million homeless and 
destroying more than 70 per cent of 
the countries' crops. Tota1 infra-
structure damage has been estimated 
at $7.5 billion. The most immediate 
needs are to rebuild water and sani-
tation systems to avoid wide-scale 
disease epidem\c.s and to prov\de 
housing. 

Following the disaster, several 
dotlllng drives and fund-raisers 
were organized, and the University 
community responded generously, 
says Myles. "Hope After the Storm 
hopes to complement these initial ef-
forts and has se t its fund-raising tar-
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get at S25,000," he says. "Although 
this sounds ambitious, we are con-
vinced that U of G will reach it. After 
all, $25,000 works out to only about 
$2 per person on campus- less than 
a large coffee." 

The campaign aims to involve all 
segments of the Univer-sity commu-
nity, says Myles. A team of more 
than 25 volunteers has already been 
assemb\ed to carry out a wide range 
of activities, including informa-
tion/donation booths, poster cam-
prugns, co ffeehouses and other 
special events. lf you are interes1ed in 
volunteering or have a fund-raising 
activity you would like to organize, 
call Myles at E.'<t. 8527 or send e-mail 
to imyles@uoguelph .ca. 
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ARBORETUM 

The Arboretum Auxilfary hosts a 
pancake breakfast Feb. 27 from 9:30 
to 11 :30 a.m. at the Arboretum Cen· 
tre. Bring your own plates, cups and 
utensils. Tickets are $2 each, $5 per 
family. 

Horticultu rist Henry Kock leads 
half-day workshops on "The Art and 
Practice of Pruning" in March. Ses-
sions run March 11 at I p.m. and 
March 13 at 9 a.m. and I p.m. Cost is 
$25. Registration and payment are 
required by Feb. 25. To register, call 
Ext 41 10. 

Theatre in the Trees presents the 
dinner-theatre comedy The Second 
Time Around by Henry Denker Sa t-
urdays until April 24 at the Arbore-
tum Centre. Doors open at 6 p.m.j 
showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets are $45 
and are available at Ext. 411 0. 

ART CENTRE 

The Macdonald Stewart Art Centre, 
the Centre for Cultural Studies and 
the School of Fine Art and Music 
present a colloquium on "Art Prac-
tice and Social Change" Feb. 11 to 
March 9 as a tribute to Prof. Suzy 
Lake, Fine Art and Music, whose 
exhibition "Selected Work and 
Recent Acquisitions" ru ns at the 
centre Feb. 11 to July 25. 

The art centre is offering an art camp 
for children aged seven to 12 March 
15 to 19. Cost is $175. Register in 
person at the art centre. 

ATHLETICS 

The basketball Gryphons are at 
home to McMaster Feb. 17 at 6 p.m. 
(women's) and 8 p.m. (men's) . 

Guelph hosts the ClAU swimming 
championships Feb. 19 to 21 and the 
ClAU wrestling championships Feb. 
26 and 27. 

The men's hockey team is at home to 
Queen's Feb. 20 at 7:30 p.m. and the 
Royal Military College Feb. 21 at 2 
p.m. 

The women's basketball team hosts 
Western Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m. 

CONCERTS 

The winter Thursdays at Noon con-
cert series continues Feb. 11 with 
pianist Alma Petchersky and Feb. 25 
with an alumni concerl featuring 
percussionist Jessie Stewart and 
friends, including Prof. Howard 
Spring, Fine A.rt and Music, on gui· 
tar. The concerts are in MacKinnon 
107. Admission is free , but dona-
tions are welcome, 

LECTURES 

Third Age Learning-Guelph's winter 
lecture series for retired people con-
tinues Feb. 24 with retired history 
professor Lew Abbott discussing 
"Potemkin Villages and Instant Cit-
ies" at 10 a. m. and Prof. John 

McMurtry, Philosophy, exploring 
"The Economic.s of Life and Death in 
the Global Market" at 1:30 p.m. Lec-
tures are at the Arboretum Centre. 

The Human Rights and Equity 
Office presents sports journalist 
Laura Robinson discussing "Sexual 
Harassment in a Sports Culture" 
Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m. in Peter Clark 
Hall . Admission is free. 

The Veterinary Students' Associa-
tion presents Karen Gell man of Cor-
neU University discussing "Chiro-
practics and Acupuncture in Equine 
Medicine" Feb. 25 at 7 p.m. and Feb. 
26 at 12:30 p.m. in OVC 1714. 

NOTICES 

The Health and Performance Centre 
is offering a walki ng program Tues-
days and Thursdays over the noon 
hour. People with all levels of exer· 
cise ability are welcome. The group 
meets at noon in Room 203 of the 
Powell Building for 15 minutes of 
stretching and calisthenics and walks 
until I p.m. 

Senate is calling for nominations for 
two sea ts designated for full-t ime 
permanent members of the Univer-
sity's non-teaching staff. The te rm of 
office is three yea rs, beginning Sept. 
l. Nomination deadline is Feb. 12 at 
4:30 p.m. in the Senate Office. 

The deadline for nominations for 
the 1998 Ontario Confederation of 
University Faculty Associations 
teaching awards and academic 
librarianship award is Feb. 19. 
Nominations must include a nomi-
nation fo rm, a nominator's brief and 
sufficient evidence, from as many 
sources as possible, to make it clear 
that outstanding work deserving of 
recognition has been done. For more 
information, call 416-979-211 7, 
send e-mail to ocufa@ocufa.on.ca or 
visit the Web sitewww.ocufa.on.ca. 

The Celanese International Fellow-
ships provide opportunities for 
Canadians to study abroad to build 
their internationa1 competence. The 
awards are open to outstanding uni-
versity graduates in a11 disciplines of 
study and are valued at $10,000. 
Application deadline is March I . 
More information is available at the 
ln foCentre in the Centre for Inter-
national Programs or on the Web at 
www.celanese.ca. 

The Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council is launching a 
pilot program called Community-
University Research Alliances to 
support collaboration between uni-
versities and community organiza-
tions to tackle issues of common 
concern . The deadline fo r letters of 
intent is April I . For more informa-
tion, visit the Web site 
www.sshrc.ca/english/programinfo/ 
grantsguide/cura.html. 

The U of G Alumni Association 
invites nominations for its three 
annual awards of excellence - the 
Alumnus of Honour award, the 

Alumni Medal of Achievement and 
the Alumni Voluntee r Award. 
Nomination deadline is Feb. 26. 
Send nominations to Lavern 
Hambley, chair of the UGAA Hon-
ours and Awards Committee, at 
Alumni House. For more details, call 
Carla Bradshaw at Ext. 6533. 

The winter deadline for nomina-
tions fo r honorary degrees and Uni-
versity professors emeriti is Feb. 28. 
For information about the nomina-
tion process, call the Senate Office at 
Ext. 6758. 

The Ontario Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Affa irs 
(OMAFRA) has announced another 
deadline fo r its Food Systems 2002 
Pest Management Research Pro-
gram. The ministry is providing up 
to $15,000 for short-term projects 
and $50,000 a year for long-term 
projects. Application deadline is 
Feb. 26 to the Office of Research and 
March 5 to OMAFRA. Applica tion 
details are ava ilable at the Office of 
Research o r by calling Barbara 
Leachman at Ext. 8761. 

The Canada-Taiwan Student Ex-
change Program offe rs support for 
travel and living expenses for up to 
30 full -time undergraduate students 
from any faculty or discipline for five 
months, beginning Aug. 31. Appli-
cation deadline is March 12. Infor-
mation is available from the Centre 
for Interna tional Programs lnfo-
Centre in Day Hall, from Malinda 
Provost at mprovost@aucc.ca or on 
the Web at www.aucc.ca. 

The Rotary Club of Guelph invites 
applications for the Rotary Founda-
tion's 2000/200 I Ambassadorial 
Scholarships. The scholarships are 
for one regular academic year at a 
study institution assigned by the 
foundation. Application deadline is 
March L Students must apply 
through their local Rotary Club. For 
more information, call Rosemary 
Clark at 822-4687. 

The Equine Research Centre is host-
ing a fund-raising dinner, silent auc-
tion and evening of harness racing 
Feb. 21 at Flamboro Downs. Doors 
open at 5 p.m.; post time is 6:20 p.m. 
Tickets are $40, with proceeds going 
to support research and education 
initiatives at the centre. To buy tick-
ets or donate an item to the silent 
auction, call 837-006 1. 

SEMINARS 

The Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry presents Perry Martos 
of Laboratory Services considering 
"Physical Chemical Properties of 
Solid-Phase Microextraction for Ai r 
Sampling" Feb. 16 at 3: 15 p.m. in 
MacNaughton 222. 

The Department of Food Science 
presents Qi Wang of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada discussing 
"Hydration Kinetics of Water-
Soluble Non·Starch Polysaccha-
rides" Feb. 19 at 12:30 p.m. in Food 
Science 24 1. 

Next up in the Department of Ani-
mal and Poultry Science graduate 
seminar series is Philip Sinclair on 
"Neonatal Rise in Steroid Hormone 
Production and Its Relation to the 
Compounds Associated with Boar 
Taint" Feb. 23 at 11 :30 a.m. in Ani-
mal Sc ience and Nutrition 141. 

The Axelrod Institute of Ichthyology 
Loaves and Fishes seminar series 
continues Feb. 23 with Rob 
McLaughlin, Department of Zool-
ogy, examining the "Impact of Low-
head Barrier Dams on Lamprey" at 
12:30 p.m. in Axelrod 168. 

The Department of Family Relations 
and Applied Nutrition presents 
Prof. Judy Sheeshka discussing 
"Moving from a 'Bottle-Feeding 
Culture' to ' Baby-Friendly Commu-
nities"' Feb. 23 at 2:30 p.m. in FACS 
103. 

Andrew Hime of Los Alamos 
National Laboratories is guest 
speaker in the Department of Phys-
ics seminar series Feb. 23 at 4 p.m. in 
MacNaughton 11 3. 

The Plant Biology Council presents 
John Lott of McMaster University 
Feb. 24 at 3 p.m. in Axelrod 259. His 
topic is "A Global Es timate of the 
Phosphorus and Phytic Acid Seques-
tered Each Year in Crop Seeds/Fruit 
and How Environmental Scanning 
Electron Microscopy Aided This 
Project." 

The "Our World" series sponsored 
by the Centre for International Pro-
gram s focuses on working for over-
seas organizations Feb. 24. The free 
two-hour session begins at 6:30 p.m. 
on Level 2 of Day Hall. 

The biochemistry seminar series fea-
tures graduate student Heather 
McDiarmid explaining "Develop-
ment of An In vitro Mammalian Cell 
Mutagenesis Assay for Indirect-
Acting Mutagens" Feb. 25 at noon in 
MacNaughton 222. 

TEACHING SUPPORT 

During Reading Week Feb.15 to 19, 
Teaching Support Services' rede-
signed Teaching Resource Centre in 
Day Hall 125 will be open from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for faculty and 
instructional staff to check out its 
services and resources. The new 
Learning Technologies Lab in Room 
216 will be open from l to 4 p.m., 
with TSS staff available to help fac-
ulty and staff interested in using the 
workstations to create a PowerPoint 
presentation or develop a Web page. 

The TSS Friday forum series for 
teaching assistants continues Feb. 12 
with ''Facilitating Student Learning 
with Style" at 10:30 a.m. in the group 
viewing room on the third floor of 
the Mclaughlin Library. 

TSS is offering workshops on 
"Videoconferencing Training" Feb. 
15 at 10:30 a.m., "PowerPoint l : An 
Introduction to Creating Presenta-
tions" Feb. 15 at 9:30 a.m., "Web-

AT GUELPH u FEBRUARY 10, 1999 

Based Testing" Feb. 17 at 10:30 a.m ., 
"PowerPoint 2: Beyond the Basics" 
Feb. 18 at 10 a.m., "Garbage or Gold 
Mine? Critically Eva1uating Web 
Resources" Feb. 23 at 10 a.m. and 
"Burning a CD-ROM Disk" Feb. 26 
at 10:30 a.m. Full workshop descrip-
tions are available on the Web at 
www.tss. uoguelph.ca. Register for 
all workshops with Helen Martin at 
Ext. 2973. 

The next deadline for applications 
for instructiona1 development 
grants is Feb. 26. For details, visit the 
Web site www·.tss.uoguelph .ca/ 
idgrants.html. 

THESIS DEFENCES 

The finaJ examination of M.Sc. can-
didate Laura Coulman, Family Rela-
tions and Applied Nutrition, is Feb. 
22 at noon in HAFA 243. The thesis 
is "Knowledge, Attitudes and Expe-
riences of Resource Teachers and 
Resource Consultants in Inclusive 
Child-Care Centres in Ontario." The 
adviser is Prof. Donna Lero. 

The final examination of M.Sc. can-
didate Anthony Fishback, Depart-
ment of Zoology, is March I at 9 
a.m. in Axelrod 265A. The thesis is 
"Genetic and Environmental Influ-
ences on the Spawning Time and 
Progeny Growth of Hatchery Rain-
bow Trout. " The adviser is Prof. Roy 
Danzmann. 

,COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Retired U of G philosophy professor 
Tom Settle leads a lecture series 
titled "What ls God Up to Permit-
ting So Much Evil?" Wednesdays 
from Feb. 24 to March 24 at Dublin 
Street United Church. Lectures run 
at I :30 and 7:30 p.m. 

The Canadian Wildflower Society 
meets Feb. 23 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Arboretum Centre. Guest speaker is 
Prof. John Klironomos, Botany. 

Violeta Perez, co-founder of La Zon-
era, a grassroots group of women 
working for human and labour 
rights in the free-trade zones of the 
Dominican Republic, will speak in 
Guelph Feb. 22 at 8 p.m. at the 
Tributaries Cafe. Sponsored by the 
Ontario Public Interest Research 
Group, the Guelph International 
Resource Centre and the Guelph 
Labour Council , the talk will focus 
on sweatshops. 

Guelph and Wellington County 
Master Gardeners hold their third 
annual garden conference Feb. 21 
from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Guelph 1iurfgrass Institute. Tickets 
are $25. For more information, call 
Judith Renaud at 836-7537. 

The Victorian Order of Nurses needs 
volunteers throughout the Waterloo 
region and Wellington County to 
help out with office work, fund-
raising and promotion, volunteer 
visiting, foot care and seniors' fit-
ness. For more information, call 
822-5081, Ext. 1112. 
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