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AT A GLANCE 

CCS offers free seminars. 
Computing and 
Communications Services 
(CCS) is offering free 
seminars on information 
technology Ibis semester 
for members of the 
University community. 
Topics include Windows 
3.1, Windows '95, Quattro 
Pro 6.0 for Windows, 
WP6. l for Windows, 
MS/Word, UNIX, SAS, 
SPSS,creatingHTJl.1L 
pages for the Web and 
surfing the Web. Most 
seminars last about two 
hours and are held in Room 
203 of CCS, just off Trent 
Lane. Registration starts 
Jan. 22. To register, call 
Ext. 3713 or visit CCS 
weekdays between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Full details on 
the seminars are available 
electronically on the CCS 
Web site and GRIFF and in 
bard copy at CCS. 

In ~ebratlon of winter. 
The School of Landscape 
Architecture stages its 
ninth annual Winterfest 
design conference Jan. 24 
to'Ui .. . pageJ 

Honored for life. China's 
ZJiejieng Agricultural 
University has named 
geography professor K.C 
Tan en adjunct professor 
for life . . . page 4 

A CindereUa story. Time 
is running out for a tree that 
may hold the key to 
Africa's agricultural future 
.. . page5 

The commentary page. 
History professor Keith 
Cassidy offers his 
suggestions for a 
University human rights 
policy . .. page 8 

Thought for the week 
Few things are harder 
to put up with than the 
annoyance of a good 
example. 

Mark Twain 

University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario 

It's a glttl Joanne Bullock, a graduate of the Department of Fine Art and an employee of the Macdonald 
Stewart Art Centre, shows o~ some o.f her own piec~s now on sale in the centre's revamped gift shop. See 
story on page 7 . Photo - Kenth Waddmgton, University Communications 

Bell Canada project aims to clean up 
northern diesel-contaminated sites 
by Margaret Boyd 
University Communications 

Bell Canada's efforts to clean up 
northern diesel-contaminated 
sites are getting a helping hand 
from U of G researchers. 

Over the next two years, Profs. 
Grant Edwards, Richard Zytner 
and Warren Stiver, Engineering, 
and Prof. Terry Gillespie, Land 
Resource Science, will be col-
laborating with Bell and a team of 
experts on two separate projects 
to determine the optimal bioreme-
diation method for the sites. The 
research will be conducted by 
three M.Sc. students, Colleen 
Fitzgerald, Abigail Salb and Tim 
Brook, with the aid of analytical 

technician Mary Leunissen. 
The sites were originally con-

taminated by spillage and opera-
tional effects relating to Bell's 
provision of telephone service to 
remote northern communities, 
primarily First Nations communi-
ties. 

Historically, remote telephone 
services had to be powered by 
diesel, but in recent years, power 
has been supplied by Ontario Hy-
dro or community-based power 
systems. Because the diesel-pow-
ered generating stations are 
owned by the province of On-
tario, funding for the cleanup is 
also being contributed by the 
Ministry of Economic Develop-
ment and Trade. 

Fielding House to open 
The Human Rights and Equity Of· 
fice will hold an open house and 
official opening in its new quarters 
Jan. 23. The open house runs from 
I :30 until 4:30 p.m., when the 
opening ceremony will take place. 
Everyone in the University com-

munity is invited to attend. 
To mark the occasion, 

Rosemary Brown, chief commis-
sioner to the Ontario Human 
Rights Commission, will speak at 
5:30 p.m. in Room 209 of the 
HAFA Building. 0 

This legacy of contaminated 
sites, however, requires a major 
clean-up effort. Bioremediation is 
expected to take severaJ years to 
complete, and will involve both in 
situ and off-source site bioreme-
diation activities at about 20 sites, 
primarily in Northern Ontario. 

"Bell Canada is very pleased to 
be embarking on this partnership 
with the University of Guelph, 
and we look forward to ongoing 
co llaboration," says Wendy 
Mortimer. an environmental sci-
entist with Bell Canada and an 
adjunct professor al Guelph. 

A projecr to measure air-surface 
exchanges of trace gases corning 
off the sites, using instrumenta-
tion that is now being developed, 
will be conducted by Fitzgerald, 
Edwards and Gillespie. Bell is 
providing $80,000 over two years 
to develop the instrumentation, 
conduct baseline initial measure-
ments on site and monitor the sur-
face exchange of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) from the die-
sel-contaminated soil. The VOCs 
are primarily aliphatic hydrocar-

See BELL on page 3 
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United 
Way tops 
all records 
by Kerith Waddington 
University Communications 
U of G's 1995 United Way fund-
raising campaign was the most 
successful yet. 

Drawing to a close with a raffle 
Jan. 19. the campaign has already 
topped its goal of $185,000, rais· 
ing the most money ever. 
Twenty-two of 25 campus units 
achieved more than 80 per cent of 
their declared goals, and 11 of 
those surpassed their targets. 

This translates into good news 
for the 42 agencies and programs 
that receive United Way support, 
including Youth Employment 
Counselling, Big Brothers and 
Big Sisters, and Emergency Food 
and Support. They depend on 
public support more than ever af-
ter a six-per-cent funding cut was 
announced by the province just as 
the campaign was kicking off. 
Campaign co-chairs Cheryl 

Anderson, Human Biology and 
Nutritional Sciences, and Ward 
llls\ey, Physical Resomccs, a\-
trlbute this year' s success to inno-
vation. 

"The emphasis in this year's 
campaign was on special events 
and having fun, and I think the 
University community appreci-
ated and responded to that," says 
Anderson. "We want to thank 
those who donated their time and 
money and made this year so suc-
cessful and exciting." 

Head shaving, readings by 
Robert Munsch, a buskerfest. 
bake saJes, silent auctions, a bike 
rally and garage sales were just 
some of the events that added to 
the excitement and monetary suc-
cess of the campaign, says Illsley. 

"The special events not only 
raised the needed funding for the 
United Way, but also increased 
awareness in a fun and meaning-
ful way," he says. 'Tm pleased 
that our goal was reached, and I 
exlend my thanks to all faculty. 
staff, students and retirees who 
supported the 1995 United Way 
campaign and showed unfailing 
optimism and dedication." 

The head-shaving contest - or-
ganized by students James 
McEwan and Gerald Latour -
raised $4,052 for the United Way. 
They received the Gabriel-Hubert 

See UW on page 2 
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LETTERS 
U of G must observe 'truth in advertising' 
The University faces hard finan-
cial times , and the community 
knows that what counts is the bot-
tom line. On the way to the bottom 
line, however, there are choices to 
be made that may involve the Uni-
ve rsity 's mo ral ideals as ex-
pressed, fo r example , in its 
mission statement. These ideals 
mi ght be summarized through 
three quotes: "Its core vaJue is the 
pursuit of truth ," " It is animated 
by a spirit of free and open in-
quiry" and " It asserts the funda-
men tal equality of all human 
beings." 

The University always has the 
fu ll legal power to do what it 
chooses to do, but is this suffi -
cient in the case of a modem uni-
versity ascri bing to the moral cer-
tainties spelled out in a modem 
mission statement? Moreover, is 
its legal power alone sufficient to 
persuade its employees and pub-
lic supporters of its moral recti-
tude? I believe the University has 
to be prepared to defend its deci -
sions on both fronts. Only in this 
case can it claim to be observing 
"tru th in advertising," that is, fi . 
nancial soundness coupled with a 
truthful miss ion statement 

Perhaps truth in adverti sing 
should begin with Al Guelph. 
This was the title I wrote on a 
short letter that Al Guelph pub-

Farcus 

"Lel me 9et lhlss1alght - lhe onlyt lllng 
lhls eommlttee hasdeelded ls lo torm 

a neweommlnee." 

$750.00 
REBATE 
for Graduating Students 

Call for details: 

d~Wellington 
Wik! Motors Ltd. 

in the Guelph Auto Mall 

822-8950 

li shed in the Dec. 13 issue but that 
was altered in fi ve places. After 
recei ving a protes t letter , At 
Guelph apologized for inadver-
tently omitting a vital numerical 
example and said the other four 
changes were made for journalis-
tic and editorial reasons. Surely 
" the pursuit of truth" requires 
short letters to be printed exactly 
as or very close to the original? 

The example I gave in that letter 
contrasted some of the Univer-
sity's financial decisions about 
pensions with the ideals in the 
mission statement. I chose this 
case because it occurred to me as 
a member of the University' s Ad-
visory Committee on Pensions 
and Benefits. Other members of 
the University community would 
quote different examples based 

on their experiences. 
In my letter, I implied that the 

University had not lived up to its 
moral ideals, but the wider issue 
is how to balance moral and fi-
nancial matters . This is an impor-
tant issue for those handling to-
day 's difficult deci s ions and 
therefore merits serious debate. I 
believe At Guelph should encour-
age "free and open inquiry" about 
it. And in doing so, perhaps we 
should remember that many phi-
losophers have concluded that 
"morality is the basis of civiliza-
tion." 

Peter EgelstalT 
University Professor Emeritus 

Department of Physics 

Thanks for good wishes 
I would like to express my warm-
est gratitude to the many friends, 
co lleagues, students, staff and 
members of Senate and the ad-
ministration who have sent me 
messages of support and good 
wishes following my recent heart 
attack. Your kind thoughts have 
certainly helped Sylvia and me 
through a very difficult period. 

At times like this, it is comfort-
ing to be reminded that, alongside 
the intellectual plane that charac-
terizes most of our day-to-day 

dealings with each other, there 
exists at Guelph a level of com-
munity feeling and support that 
works to meet our broader indi-
vidual needs. 

I am currently embarking on a 
program of cardiac rehabilitation 
and look forward to resuming my 
role on campus in the near future. 
Thanks again for your support 
and best wishes for the new year. 

Prof. Michael Matthews 
Department of Psychology 

UW raffle set for Jan. 19 
Continued from page I 
Award for making an outstanding 
contribution to the campaign. Hu-
man Resources received the 
President 's Trophy for the high-
est participation rate in a unit and 
the highest per-capita donation. 

Urriversity Affairs and Devel-
opment, the College of Arts, the 
Office of Open Leaming, CPES, 
Financial Services, Hospitality 
Services, Human Resources. 
Physical Resources, retirees, Se-
c urity Services and Special 
Events all surpassed their tar-
ge ted goal s. Anderson says 
Physical Resources deserves spe-
cial mention for attaining 141 per 
cent of its goal. 

Grand prizes offered yet another 
incentive for the community to 
get involved, she says. Barbara 
Aldridge of the FACS dean 's of-
fice was the winner of a night at 
the Metropolitan Hotel in 

Toronto and $400 spending 
money, which was donated by the 
President 's Office and Frederick 
Travel. Prof. Neil MacKinnon, 
Sociology and Anthropology, re-
ceived a night for two at the Long 
Lane Bed and Breakfas t. 
B.Comm. student Danielle Coffer 
won two tickets to the College 
Royal Ball. 

The Jan. 19 raffle is for dinner 
for two at the Aberfoy le Mill and 
a night for two at the Esperanza 
Bed and Breakfast in Puslinch. 
Tickets arc available from mem-
bers of the United Way Steering 
Committee. 

Anderson says that although he 
campaign was a big success, no 
one should lose sight of where the 
toughest work goes on. ' 'The peo-
ple who run the agencies and pro-
grams that make ours a caring 
community deserve the real 
credit," she says. 0 
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Judicial Committee update 
Editor's note: This is the first in 
a series of reports of cases 
brought before the University 
Judicial Committee. Provided 
by judicial officer Kathleen 
Kwan, this columns aims to in-
fonn the University community 
of the impact of the student 
rights and responsibilities docu-
ment on the student environ-
ment at U ofG. 

Security Services brought 
charges against a student accused 
of removing property not the stu-
dent's own, which involved the 
theft of a twin-pad arena sign. The 
committee accepted the student's 
guilty plea. The committee ex-
pressed concern with the amount 
of theft occurring on campus and 
reminded the student that intoxi-
cation at the time of the incident 
did not serve as a mediating fac-
tor. The student was fined $50 
and placed on probation Level 1 
for this and the next two semes-
ters in which the student is regis-
tered. 

Security Services charged a stu-
dent with possession of illegal 
drugs , namely marijuana. The 
committee accepted the student ' s 
guilty plea. The committee ex-
pressed concern with the use of 
drugs in residence and com-
mented on its disturbing and dis-
rupting effect on student life. The 
student was fined $150 and 
placed on probation Level I for 
this and the next two semesters in 
which the student is registered. 

Security Services brought 
charges against two students ac-
cused of permitting use of a Uni-
versity telephone to convey an 
obscene message. The students 
pleaded guilty, but indicated they 
were not responsible for making 
the call, only for permitting the 
use of their residence telephone to 
convey the message. The com-
mittee accepted the students ' 
pleas. In light of the unusual facts 
of the case presented at the hear-
ing, the committee did not impose 
as high a monetary penalty as has 
been previously associated with 
this type of violation of student 
rights and responsibilities. The 
students were fined $50, placed 
on probation Level 2 for this and 
the next two semesters in which 
they are registered, and required 

GRAD NEWS 

The final examination of 
Katherine Soule Blaser, a mas-
ter' s candidate in the division of 
family relations and human devel-
opment in the Department of Fam-
ily Studies, is Jan. 24 at I p.m. in 
the Marriage and Family Therapy 
Centre. Her thesis is "An Evalu-
ation of Long-Term-Care Reform 
in Grey-Bruce." The adviser is 
Prof. Joseph Tindale. O 

to write a letter of apology to the 
victim, to be approved by the ju-
dicial officer. 

Security Services brought 
charges against a student accused 
of unlawfully tampering with an 
emergency telephone. The stu-
dent pleaded guilty and indicated 
that he had activated the emer· 
gency phone without cause on a 
dare, while he was intoxicated. 
The committee expressed con-
cern that the inappropriate use of 
emergency phones is not only tax-
ing on the system, but most im-
portant, it also jeopardizes the 
safety of the University commu-
nity. The student was fined $300, 
placed on probation Level 2 for 
this and the next two semesters in 
which the student is registered, 
and required to review the resi-
dence alcohol policy with the as-
sistant director, residence life, in 
Student Housing Services. 

Security Services charged a stu-
dent with harassment, namely us-
ing the U of G telephone system 
to convey an obscene/objectional 
message. The message was a 
movie clip and had been sent to 
someone not on the phone distri-
bution list. The student pleaded 
not guilty , arguing that there was 
lack of intent present in the case. 
The committee found the student 
guilty and did not agree that intent 
was a necessary element for this 
case. The movie clip and accom-
panying comments that were sent 
were found to be both racist and 
discriminatory. The committee 
wanted a strong message to be 
sent to the University community 
that such behavior is not accept-
able and that this clearly contra-
venes student rights and responsi-
bilities and the sexual and gender 
harassment policy. The student 
was fined $250. placed on proba-
tion Level 2 until graduation, is 
required to meet with a human 
rights consultant to discuss the 
sexual and gender harassment 
policy, and must write a letter of 
apology to the recipient of the 
message, with the content to be 
approved by the judicial officer.O 

Obituaries 
Patrick Lafferty, fonner admin-
istrative assistant to the dean of 
physical science, died Dec. 14 as 
the result of an automobile acci-
dent. He was 76. A tree will be 
planted in his memory in the Ar-
boretum' s Wall-Custance Memo-
rial Forest Sept. 22 at 2:30 p.m. 

Nonnan Fish, a 1942 graduate 
of OVC who was on faculty for 
40 years. died Jan. 8 at Henderson 
Hospital in Hamilton. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Eva. A tree will 
be planted in his memory in the 
Wall-Custance Memorial Forest 
Sept. 22 at 2:30 p.m. 0 
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L~~dscape architecture students gather in front of a display showing their economic, social and environmental 
v1s1on for the. Beaver Valley are~. With them are Profs. Jim Taylor {standing, second from left) and Walter 
Kehm (standing, second from nght), who ta~ght the cou~e. From left are Susan Young, Kerry Knowles 
(seated), Matt Ferguson (seated) and Xue Pei. Photo - Kenth Waddington, University Communications 

MLA students assess Beaver Valley 
by Kerith Waddington 
University Communications 

The Beaver Valley community 
could be reinforced through so-
cial, economic and environmental 
designs linking the natural envi-
ronment to the local economy. 

That's what students in the 
School of Landscape Architec-
ture's "Environmental Planning 
and Design" course detennined 
after studying a 200-square-kilo-
metre area along the Niagara Es-
carpment between Collingwood 
and Owen Sound. As an exercise 
in design, students conducted a 
resource assessment of the area 
before coming up with sugges-
tions for social, economic and en-
vironmental development geared 
towards sustainability. They plan 
to present their results to the Ni-
agara Escarpment Commission 
and local interest groups. 

Taught by Profs. Jim Taylor and 
Walter Kehm, the course is evolv-
ing alongside the growing con-
cern with sustainable develop-
ment and design, says Taylor. 

After studying the area through 
on-site visits and a Geographic 
Information Systems database, 
students suggested strengthening 
the sense of community among 
Beaver Valley residents by creat-
ing a common meeting area (such 
as a farmers' market) and promot-
ing recreational and tourism ac-
tivities that make use of the natu-
ral landscape. Ways this could be 
accomplished include linking the 
greenways that run through the 
valley , further developing the 
Bruce Trail, which follows the 
Niagara Escarpment, and promot-
ing local ski resorts. 

The team proposed enhancing 
the area economically by devel-
oping local ski resorts and clubs 
and by small-scale downtown in-
tensification in the communities 
of Eugenia and Kimberly. 

Preservation of agricultural 
lands, forests and greenways 
along the river was also suggested 
as a means of ensuring environ-
mental sustainability. 

of similar planning projects. 
' 'The rural landscape is under-

going a rapid transition, often to 
more industrial or organized rec-
reational uses," says USRP&D 
student Matt.Ferguson. "Early in-
put from a community regarding 
the development of their own area 
is very important, and this project 
presents one potential scenario. 
There could be many more." 

The diverse range of interests 
likely to be represented by an ar-
ray of conununity groups devel-
oping a plan was simulated in the 
project by its cross-disciplinary 
nature, Taylor says.O 
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Winterf est '96 gears up 
by Kerith Waddington 
University Communications 

Creating landscapes that are invit-
ing and accessible is the focus of 
the School of Landscape Archi-
tecture' s ninth annual Winterfest 
design conference. 

Running Jan. 24 to 26, the stu-
dent-based conference and cele-
bration of winter centres on the 
design of new landscapes for cli-
ents who have approached the 
school for ideas and help. Stu-
dents, faculty and professionals 
from throughout the community 
will cluster in groups to examine 
site-specific des ign issues and 
propose solutions. Interspersed 
with these discussions wil1 be 
outdoor and social events such as 
a snow sculpture contest and chili 
dinner. 

Traditionally enjoying an 80-
per-cent participation rate across 
the school , the conference is a 
good example of the Value of ver-
tical integration , says Prof. 
Walter Kehm, who initiated the 
conference and serves as its direc-
tor. 

"Leaming is sharing and grow-
ing together," he says, "and hav-
ing third-year graduate and first-
year undergraduate student s 
working together with faculty of-
fers a larger perspective to all. It 
is al so the opportunity to share in 
the joy of a creative experience 
and do something for each other 
and the community as a whole.'' 

The entrance to the Eaton Cen-
tre in downtown Guelph, Ferris 
Provincial Park in Carnpbellford 
and the Caledon Peace Ranch (a 
home for people suffering from 

sch.izophrenia) are the sites tar-
geted for redesign this year. The 
overriding goals are improving 
visual and social appeal at the Ea-
ton Centre and physicaJ and sea-
sonal access ibility at the other 
two sites. The results of the clus-
ters will be presented to clients at 
a closing wine-and-cheese recep-
tion. 

Many landscape architecture 
students regard the conference as 
a highl ight of the year, says third-
year student Tanya Olsen, who is 
co-ordinating Winterfest 1996. 

"The workshop is an empower-
ing break from routine that gives 
students the chance to bounce 
ideas off peers and work together 
for a mutual goal ," she says. " It is 
an exciting community effort 
from which many people will 
benefit. " 

The conference is also in keep-
ing with the University's learning 
objectives. says Kehm. "As a stu-
dent-driven activity, the work-
shops encourage participants to 
take responsibility for the direc-
tion of their own learning. It also 
increases much-needed interac-
tion among students, faculty and 
the city of Guelph. Theoreti cal 
knowledge will be practically ap-
plied to local conditions from 
which th e e ntire communit y 
benefi ts. For all these reasons, the 
conference facilitates the objec-
tive of learner centredness." 

The snow sculpture competition 
will take place Jan. 24 in the af-
ternoon in front of the School of 

Landscape Architecture. a 

"There is in rural development a 
growing movement to use com-
munity-based planning for land 
stewardship at the local level," he 
says. ' 'This project is a prime ex-
ample of how organizations like 
local interest and cultural groups 
can be a force for guiding positive 
development in their own com-
munity." 

The graduate students involved 
in the interdepartmental course, 
which also involves the Univer-
sity School of Rural Planning and 
Development (USRP&D) , ac-
knowledge that although time 
constraints prevented the class 
from seeking the input of Beaver 
Valley residents, the values of lo-
cal community members are im-
portant and should fonn the hub 

Colloquium focuses on youth 

Provost lain Campbell, centre, holds a cheque presented by Bell Canada recently to support two engineering 
projects that will help in the cleanup of diesel-contaminated sites in Northern Ontario. With Campbell, from 
left, are Profs. Warren Stiver, Richard Zynter and Grant Edwards, School of Engineering, and Bell Canada 
scientist Wendy Mortimer. Photo - Margaret Boyd, University Communications 

The College of Arts is hosting a 
colloquium on ''Constructions of 
Youth" Jan. 27 in Room 114 of the 
MacKinnon Building. Plenary 
speaker is Barbara Hanawalt of 
the University of Minnesota, one 
of the leading social historians of 
medieval England, who will give 
a talk on "Narratives of a Nurtur-
ing Culture: Parents and Neigh-
bors in Medieval England" at 2:30 
p.m. 

Hanawalt is a pioneer in the use 
of coroners' records to illuminate 
the everyday activities of medie-
val people. Her book The Ties 
That Bound: Peasant Families in 
Medieval England has had a ma-
jor influence on the history of 
peasant life. She is also author of 
Growing Up in Medieval London, 

a look at childhood and adoles-
cence in the Middle Ages, and a 
number of articles on medieval 
women. 

The colloquium will also feature 
four speakers from the College of 
Arts. Prof. Chandler Kirwin, Fine 
Art, examines "Bernini and 
Artemisia Gentileschi: The Spirit 
of Caesar and the Soul of a 
Woman" at 10:30 a.m. Profs. 
Mary Rubio, English, and Daniel 
Chouinard, French Studies, dis-
cuss "Children ' s Literature in 
Canada" at 11: 15 a.m. Prof. Linda 
Mahood, History, looks at "Shak-
ing off Their 'Lower-Class' 
Taint: Child Saving in Late l 9th-
and Early 20th-Century Scot-
land" at 12: 15 p.m. 0 

Bell funds research on site remediation 
Continued from page I 
bons (i.e., CS through C25), aro-
matic hydrocarbons and their me-
tabolites. The instrumentation 
and methodology are unique, rep-
resenting the first time that vola-
tile products of bioremediation 
have been directly measured for 
this purpose. 

"The central objective is to op-
timize the bioremediation by 
measuring the off gases," says 
Edwards. "The secondary objec-
tive is to determine if any gases 
are at toxic levels and pose any 
health risks." 

The second project, which 
Stiver and Zytner are working on, 
will determine the length of time 

required for the bioremediation 
and the factors that have influ-
enced the process. 

"Our goal is to predict when the 
sites are clean of contamination," 
says Zytner. 

Bell is providing $69,000 over 
two years to conduct laboratory 
simulations of the remediation 
technology and to project rates of 
degradation for the actual sites. 
Salb and Brook, who hold Natural 
Sciences and Engineering Re-
search Council awards, will be 
involved in the project by devel· 
oping and conducting lab simula-
tions and visiting the sites. 
Leunissen will aid in the simula-
tions. 

"Students will take samples 
from the real sites to determine if 
the si mutations are consistent 
with the operations in the field," 
says Stiver. 

Because the sites are so isolated, 
low.tech bioremediation solu-
tions may be more suitable. both 
environmentally and economi-
cally, than the proven effective 
high·tech solutions for the remote 
sites. 

"We know the low-tech solution 
works in the crude sense, but we 
don ' t know ifit will work reason-
ably fast, nor do we know the rate 
of degradation or vaporization," 
says Stiver. "Our research will 
find the answers." 0 



4 AtGuefph / Jan. 17, 1996 

World At Guelph 
Chinese 
university 
honors 
geography 
professor 
by Kerith Waddington 
University Communications 

Prof. K.C. Tan, Geography, has 
been named adjunct professor for 
li fe by the College of Rural Enter-
pri ses at Zhejiang Agricultural 
University in China. 

Receiving the appointment in 
recognition of I 0 years o f re-
search in China. Tan now has a 
pennanent base from which to 
conduct more detailed study into 
the development of small towns 
through rural industries. He will 
al so help the year-old co llege -
the first of its ki nd in China and 
established with the support of 
non-state funds from major rural 
enterpri ses in Zhejiang Province 
- bring rapidly developing rural 
industries into the modem age. 

Identify new markets 
This will be accomplished by 

finding sources of new technol-
ogy for the rural industries, pro-
viding their employees with train-
ing a nd management , and 
identifying new markets and 
sources of supply. In so doing, 
Tan wi11 help government efforts 
to divert people leaving the agri-
cultural field because of high un-
deremployment away from the 
larger cities, which lack the facili-
ties and space to accommodate 
them. 

With 74 per cent of China' s 
population living in the country-
side, the development and proper 
management of industrial enter-
prises outside the cities is of im-
mediate importance in detennin-
i ng the future pattern of 
settlement and economic growth 
in the country, says Tan. 

"Most rural enterprises are cur-
rently run by farmers, but as the 
level of technology and scale of 

Prat. K.C. Tan has been named adjunct professor for lite at China's 
Zhejiang University. 
Photo - Kerith Waddington, University Communications 

development increase, the need 
for more modem management 
methods and connection with the 
international arena also increases. 
Long-tenn development plans are 
necessary if small towns are to 
become self-sustaining and suc-
cessful enterprises in their own 
right." 

Central place theory is one de-
velopment plan being looked at 
by Tan and other researchers 
seeking to use the link between 
the development of rural industry 
and small towns. 

Incorporating the idea that each 
town should have a specific func-
tion or set of industries for which 
it is responsible, it would ensure 
a stable economic base and rate of 
development for each one. 

This concept is gradually being 
implemented in some of the more 

developed rural areas. Tan will 
continue to examine such issues 
during future visits to China. 

The development of joint pro-
jects between U of G and Zhe-
jiang has been the subject of an 
ongoing series of discussions 
since last May, when a delegation 
from Zhejiang visited campus. 
Tan expects the Department of 
Agricultural Economics and 
Business can also help by provid-
ing training programs for higher-
level administration at the Col-
lege of Rural Enterprises. 

Tan will return to Zhejiang later 
this year to continue his research, 
but in the interim, he will confer 
with Canadian colleagues on the 
issue of rural development to gen-
erate ideas specific to China. 0 

CGIL takes courses to Eastern Europe 
When the students can't come to you, go to them. 
That's the philosophy behind two courses taught last 
summer in the Czech Republic by Profs. John Gibson 
and Larry Schaeffer of the Centre for Genetic Im-
provement of Livestock (CGIL) in the Department of 
Animal and Poultiy Science. 

Over the past few years, CGil.. has offered a series 
of summer modu1ar courses on advanced topics in 
animal breeding that have attracted students and 
professionals from many countries to U of G, says 
Gibson. 

"Each year, we get applications from students from 
Eastern European countries asking for financial sup-
port, who are unabJe to attend because of lack of 
funds," he says. "Not having any means of bringing 
such students to Guelph, we decided to take the 
courses to them." 

CGil. struck an agreement with the Institute of 
Animal Science in Prague to host the courses and 
make all the local arrangements; CGIL supplied the 

faculty and course materials. Gibson and Schaeffer' s 
travel expenses were covered by the Association of 
Universities and Colleges of Canada. 

The animal scientists each led an intensive two-
week course on livestock genetic improvement. 
Schaeffer focused on linear models; Gibson covered 
the design and economics of animal-breeding strate-
gies. The courses attracted 28 students from 14 coun-
tries. 

Gibson describes this assignment as ' 'the ultimate 
teaching experience. It was two weeks of intense 
interaction - teaching, talking, discussing and de-
veloping friendsttlps. There is no more exhausting 
teaching format, but also no more satisfying." 

He believes the students will benefit not onJy from 
the advanced training they received, but also from 
the friendships they made. "Many of these young 
people will become leaders in their field at home, and 
the contacts they made on these courses will help 
them develop collaboration in the future." 0 

No strong link found 
between consumption of 
beef, rainforest depletion 
by Margaret Boyd 
University Communications 

The destruction of rainforests in 
South and Central America is pri-
marily the result of indigenous 
government policies, not beef 
consumption in North America, a 
study by U of G agricultural 
economists shows. 

'1f there is a link between rain-
forest depletion and beef con-
sumption in North America, it is 
an extremely flimsy one," says 
Prof. Glenn Fox, who conducted 
the study review with graduate 
student Samuel Bonti-Ankomah. 
"If someone has a desire to do 
something to protect the rainfor-
est, there are better ways than cut-
ting beef consumption.'' 

More effective ways are con-
tributing to the World Wildlife 
Fund' s efforts to buy rainforest 
and create wilderness reserves, 
and writing to the Brazilian gov-
ernment or Canadian officials in-
volved in trade development or 
technology transfer with Central 
and South America, he says. 

Government subsidies in vari-
ous fonns are driving environ-
mental degradation, even though 
they have no valid economic ba-
sis , says Fox. 

Bonti-Ankomah ' s research 
found that landowners paid 
higher taxes if they kept the land 
undeveloped and were offered 
negative interest rates to develop 
their lands. "Government policies 
encourage individuals to use 
more land for pasture," he says. 
"In the early ' 80s, a lot of incen-
tives were given to landowners to 
clear land." 

The study was done at the re-
quest of the Canadian Cattle-
men' s Association after a mem-
ber complained about a 
primary-school textbook that 
claimed beef consumption in 
Canada - especially at fast-food 
restaurants - was directly caus-
ing rainforest destruction. 

The study looked at two time 
periods - 1970 to I 980 and 1980 
to 1990 - and examined such 
factors as the scale of deforesta-
tion in four regions (Central 
America, South America, Brazil 
and Nicaragua), the size of farm 
related to deforestation, land-use 
changes, government policy and 
beef export trends. 

The study found that only 2.6 
per cent and 1.3 per cent of beef 
consumed in Canada and the 
United States respectively is im-
ported from South and Central 
America 

Only one-quarter to one-half of 
the land cleared during this two· 
decade period went into animaJ 
agriculture. Other reasons for 
land clearance include subsis-
tence production, which forces 
farmers to clear land and move 
on, inflation rates , population 
growth, foreign debt, a communal 
land-ownership system, fue l 
wood and charcoal production, 

and inappropriate farming meth-
ods. 

In general, a greater percentage 
of land owned by small farmers 
(less than JOO hectares) was de-
forested annually , compared with 
that of large farm owners (more 
than I ,000 hectares). 

Statistics show that the percent-
age of forest cleared in South 
America from 1970 to 1980 was 
0.37, rising to 1.06 between I 980 
and I 990. In Brazil during the 
same period, it rose from 0.29 to 
I .28 per cent. In Central America, 
the percentage of forest clearance 
increased from 1.14 to 1.30; in 
Nicaragua, it went from 1.79 to 
2. 22 per cent. 

The rate of forest clearing in 
South America is not as high as in 
Central America, although the to-
tal forest land area cleared is 
greater in the south. 

In 1970, beef imported from 
these regions accounted for 8.9 
per cent of total beef imports and 
I .4 per cent of total domestic con-
sumption in Canada. In 1980, 
these ratios decreased to 5.1 per 
cent and 0.5 per cent respectively. 
In 1990, however, imports ac-
counted for I 0 per cent of total 
beef imports and 2.6 per cent of 
domestic consumption. This was 
primarily due to increased im-
ports from Nicaragua after I 980. 
Nicaraguan imports accounted 
for about 88 per cent of beef im-
ports from South and Central 
America to Canada in 1990. 

In the 1990s, rainforest destruc-
tion appears to be decreasing, al-
though statistics are not yet avail-
able, says Bonti-Ankomah. 
Subsidies are being reduced and 
criticism of government policies 
is increasing. In addition, global 
awareness of the value of rainfor-
ests is on the rise. Since the early 
I 990s, for example, the Costa Ri-
can government has held agree· 
ments with pharmaceutical com-
panies to refrain from rainforest 
destruction. 0 

Postcards 
Prof. Nonita Yap, University 
School of Rural Planning and De-
velopment, presented two papers 
at the Canadian International De-
velopment Agency and the Shastri 
lndo-Canadian Institute Partner-
ship Project Workshop last month 
in Kanpur, India. She also spoke 
this fall at the Second European 
Round Table on Cleaner Produc-
tion and Cleaner Products in the 
Netherlands. 

Prof. Bram Cadsby, Econom-
ics, was a visiting fellow at the 
Australian National University in 
1995. While there, he presented 
three papers on experimental eco-
nomics at 12 universities in Aus-
tralia and four in New Zealand. 0 



Bryndis Bjamadottir of .Iceland, left, and HAFA graduate student Angie Lanning have switched locales to 
part1c1pate m an educational exchange between Guelph and Iceland. 
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Iceland exchange picks up steam 
by Kerltb Waddington 
University Communications 

The trade winds may blow west to 
east, but here at Guelph, ideas and 
cultural experiences are flowing 
north and south. 

That's because the educational 
exchange established a year ago 
between U of G and four institu-
tions in Iceland -the agricultural 
colleges of Holar and Hvanneyri, 
and the universities of Akureyri 
and Ice land - is picking up 
steam. Twenty-one people have 
participated in the exchange 
and/or summer field course to 
date, and interest has been ex-
pressed by many more. 

The brainchild of psychology 
professor Steven Cronshaw (who 
is oflcelandic descent) and Holar 
professor Skuli Skulasson (a 
graduate of U of G), the exchange 
is interdisciplinary in nature and 
involves students, staff and fac-
ulty. 

Cronshaw says it's rewarding to 
see the expansion of ideas that can 
follow participation in the pro-
ject. 

"Learning is a transformative 
experience, and I've seen lives 

change and take different direc-
tions as a result of this educational 
and experiential opportunity," he 
says. "I know I have grown as 
well and have seen collaborative 
doors open that I didn' t know ex-
isted. We have a lot to offer each 
other in a range of areas academi-
cally and culturally, and we are 
dedicated to ensuring an equal ex-
change in actuality as well as 
spirit." 

Indicative of this determination 
is a student exchange in HAFA. 
Bryndis Bjarnadottir, catering 
manager at Holar since 1982, ar-
rived on campus in August and is 
spending a sabbatical year on 
campus. Taking a variety of 
courses on subjects such as tour-
ism, cultural aspects of food, bev-
erage management and restaurant 
operations, Bjarnadottir is also 
working part time with Hospital-
ity Services in the University 
Centre. While here, she hopes to 
improve her English and learn 
new methods of food preparation 
to better serve the community at 
Holar. 

On the flip side, HAF A graduate 
student Angie Lanning left for 
Holar earlier this month to do her 

thesis work on the interorganiza-
tional relations oflceland' s grow-
ing tourism industry. Sponsored 
in part by the agricultural college, 
she will help Holar develop an 
educational program in tourism 
and a tourist centre facility that 
will operate during the summer 
months. 

Lanning says there were several 
reasons behind her decision to get 
involved in the Icelandic ex-
change beyond a three-week field 
course she went on last summer. 

"Iceland is unique in the re-
search opportunities it provides," 
she says. "It is not common to be 
able to study the development of 
an industry from infancy. I also 
find the rugged, volcanic land-
scape and the close-knit commu-
nity appealing." 

At Guelph, the colleges of Bio-
logical and Social Science, CPES, 
OVC, OAC and FACS have to 
date been involved in the ex-
change. Cronshaw expects the 
ongoing flow ofideas and cultural 
experiences between U of G and 
Iceland will heighten the interest 
and level of participation at both 
ends. 0 

WUSC symposium looks at women's rights 
An international development 
symposium called "Women's 
Rights are Human Rights" will 
run at U of G Jan. 26 to 28. Spon-
sored by World University Serv-
ice of Canada, the symposium will 
focus on the theme "Facing the 
Millennium: Old Problems, New 
Challenges." 

Workshops and discussion 
groups begin at4p.m. Jan. 26 and 
continue Satwday through Sun-
day morning. 

Topics include "Social Cuts and 
Women in Ontario," "The Girl 
Child," " Population Issues," 
"Follow-Up Action on the Bei-
jing Conference," ''Women in Ti-
bet," "The Chilly Climate on Uni-

versity Campuses" and the expe-
riences of women refugees. 

During the symposium, lndai 
Lourdes Sajour of the Asian 
Women's Human Rights Council 
and Fatoumata Sire Diakite of the 
Association pour le progres et la 
defense des droits des femmes 
maliennes will share their experi-
ences in working for women's 
human rights at the local, re-
gional, and international levels. 

Thematic contests of photogra-
phy, creative writing, essays and 
participatory video will run in 
conjunction with the symposium. 
Receptions will be held on Friday 
and Saturday evenings. 

Cost of the symposium is $5. 

For more infonnation, call 836-
0733 or 821-2542 or send e-mail 
to rtiessen@ uogulph .ca or 
asymingt@uoguelph.ca. 0 

CIDA awards announced 
The Canadian Bureau for Interna-
tional Education is seeking appli-
cations forits 1996 CIDA Awards 
for Canadians. The awards pro-
vide up to $15,000 to Canadian 
citizens wishing to increase skills 
and knowledge in international 
development. Application dead-
line is March 31. For infonnation, 
visit the Centre for International 
Programs lnfoCentre on Level 4 
of the Universtiy Centre.O 

At Guelph /Jan. 17, I 996 5 

The clock is ticking for 
Africa's Cinderella trees 
by Anne Douglas 
Office of Research 

Africa' s agricultural future 
may depend on endangered 

native "Cinderella" trees ... but 
the clock is running out. 

It' s a Cinderella story for the 
little-known native trees. They' ve 
been working for Africans for 
centuries, and now they' re in the 
limelight for their potential use in 
African agriculture. The trees are 
said to have medicinal and nutri-
tional properties, but they' re be-
ing wiped out, mainly by human 
pressure. 

The departments of Horticul-
tural Science, Rural Extension 
Studies and Land Resource Sci-
ence have teamed up to support 
master' s student Anja BuwaJda's 
work to save - and use - the 
Cinderella trees. 

Buwalda is researching how 
Tanzanian farmers use the differ-
ent indigenous fruit trees so they 
can be reproduced and used in 
agroforestry, a farming method 
that combines a row of trees inter-
spersed with rows of staple crops 
such as com and maize. 

.. My research will indicate 
whether these trees are economi-
cally viable enterprises in the 
fanning system," says Buwalda. 
"This information will enable 
government and other organiza-
tions to establish farmer-based 
agroforestry research that in-
cludes indigenous fruit trees." 

Life-saving resource 
Indigenous fruit trees in the 

Miombo woodlands have pro-
vided rural people in Eastern and 
Southern Africa with medicine, 
timber, poles, firewood, oil, nuts, 
resins, fibres, animal feed and 
fruit for centuries. The trees have 
been Jife-saving resources during 
times of famine. 

But the indigenous trees haven't 
had it easy. In colonial times, they 
were cut down to control tsetse 
flies, which use the trees as breed-
ing sites. 

Since then, a swelling human 
population has increased the de-
mand for livestock grazing areas, 
agricultural land and living space, 
so many more trees have been 
cleared. 

Researchers like Buwalda fear 
that losing the native trees means 
losing a rich fount of medicinal 
and nutritional resources and 
knowledge. So the first step of her 
research is to survey and inter-
view the female farmers and eld-
ers about the different tree species 
and their uses. 

So far, she's found that local 
women claim that fruit from the 
trees alleviates vitamin deficien-
cies and malnutrition among ch.il-
dren and pregnant women. 

Later, she' II develop ways to re-
produce the trees so they can be 
grown for a variety of uses, such 
as: 
• rehabilitating ' 'worn-out" agri-

cultural land with the trees to 
restore soil fertility; 

• providing food reserves in 
times of famine; 

• maintaining diversity in Af-
rica's agricultural base; 

• meeting the growing demand 
for traditional products by rural 
people who have flocked to Af-
rican cities and have no access 
to food or medicine; and 

• experimental agroforestry sys-
tems. 

Agroforestry is a method of ag-
riculture that may be an answer 
for Africa's agricultural chal-
lenges. Tree roots draw nutrients 
from deep in the soil; the nutrients 
travel to the leaves. When these 
leaves fall off, they provide 
mulch and fertilize the staple 
crops. 

Help prevent erosion 
Some fruit trees also fertilize 

staple crops by drawing nitrogen 
from the air. Nitrogen from the 
leaves is transported to the tree 
roots and into the soil, where 
other crops can use it for im-
proved growth. In addition, trees 
help prevent erosion by securing 
the soil with their roots. 

"An indigenous fruit tree revo-
lution could help ease the destruc-
tion of the Earth's forests and 
woodlands,'' says Buwalda's co· 
supervisor Prof. Vince Souza-
Machado, Horticu\tura\ Science. 
" Undomesticated indigenous 
trees were ignored by the Green 
Revolution, but Africa needs 
these resources, and this genetic 
diversity should be preserved," he 
says. 

Buwalda' s research is also su-
pervised b y Pro fs. Pieter 
Groenevelt, Land Resource Sci-
ence, and Glen Filson, Rural Ex-
tension Studies. 

The work is being carried out in 
collaboration with the Christian 
Reformed World Relief Commit-
tee and the International Centre 
for Research in Agroforestry , 
whi c h i s al so spon soring 
Buwalda. 0 

International 
field-study 
grants awarded 
Three students received awards in 
the 12th round of international 
field-study grants this fall. 

Kathryn Holdforth, a BA stu-
dent in the Department of Animal 
and Poultry Science, travelled to 
Honduras to study the nutritional 
intake of rural children. Andrew 
Millward, a B.Sc. student in envi-
ronmental sciences, conducted a 
conservation and resource in-
quiry in Belize, in Central Amer-
ica. 

Rae-Anne Zaroski , an M.Sc. 
student in the University School 
of Rural Planning and Develop-
ment, is spending January to May 
in the Philippines examining lo-
cal participation in sustainable-
agriculture technology develop-
ment. CJ 
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NOTICES 
Datapac service ends 
The Datapac service will change 
May I because of high cost. low 
use and availability of alterna-
tives. Calling out to Datapac from 
campus wi ll still be possible, but 
changes are necessary to how the 
connection is made. There will be 
no way to get to the University 
facilities from Datapac. For more 
infonnation on changes to the call-
out service, call Bill Hansen in 
Computing and Communications 
Services at Ext. 6355 or send e-
mail to bhansen@uoguelph.ca 

Study group to meet 
Teaching Support Services and 
the Campus Ministry are sponsor-
ing a study and discussion group 
focusing on Matthew Fox's book 
Reinventing Work. In his book, 
Fox proposes a spirituality of 
work that revitalizes and connects 
one's inner and outer work. There 
wi II be two opportunities to dis-
cuss the book each week - on 
Thursdays at 8 a m. and at noon. 
Meetings begin Jan. 18. To regis-
ter, call Helen Martin in TSS, Ext. 
2973, or send e- mail to 
hmartin@tss.uoguelph.ca 

Home gard ening series 
Horticulturist Henry Kock will 
lead a fi ve-session series on home 
g;u-dening Feb. 19 and 26 and 
March 4, 11 and 18 from 7:30 10 
9:30 p.m. at the Arboretum. Cost 
is $50. Registration and payment 
are required by Feb. 12. 

M ~~~:~ 
The Charms of Tea 

Newsletter 
for tea lovers, tearoom 

owners, tearoom travellers 
- Linger over a cup of tea 

and be transported to an era 
of utmost gentility, with an 

enchanting collection of 
distinctive articles about tea, 

themes for lea parties, tea 
trends, tea recipes, updates 

on tearoom openings 
- sipping in and around 

Canada, le.a book reviews, tea 
etiquette, mail order lea, and 

accessories for the 
lea table, organized 
tearoom tours . . . 

Subscription infonnation: 
Send a cheque or money 

order for $25.00 to: 
The Charms of Tea News\etler 

r .o. Box 29029 
55 Wyndham St. N. 

Guelph, Ontario 
N1H8)4 

The Charms of Tua Newsletter 
is published 6 times a year. 

Subscription inquiries: 
519-836-0620 or from outs ide 
calling area: 1-800-686-6681 

VON needs volunteers 
The Victorian Order of Nurses 
visiting program is looking for 
volunteers to help alleviate the 
isolation and loneliness of elderly 
or disabled individuaJs by visit-
ing, offering companionship, ac-
companying on waJks or helping 
with errands. For information, caJI 
Katherine al the VON office at 
822-5081. 

TSS explains T oolBook 
Teaching Support Services will 
offer introductory Multimedia 
ToolBook workshops Feb. 7 and 
March 7 from I to 4 p.m. in Room 
I 03 of the McLaughlin Library. 
The workshop will include dem-
onstrations of the software pack-
age and hands-on experience. 
Some knowledge of Windows is 
required. To register, call Helen 
Martin at Ext. 2427 or send e-mail 
to hmartin@tss.uoguelph.ca. 

Agricultural lenders m eet 
The Office of Open Leaming and 
OAC ACCESS are hosting the 
42nd annuai Agricultural Lend-
ers' Symposium Jan. 30 and 31 at 
the Holiday Inn. Cost is $399. For 
more infonnation, caJI the Office 
of Open Leaming at 767-5000. 

Toxicology symposium 
The Toxicology Students' Asso-
ciation presents the JOth annual 
Toxicology Symposium Jan. 27. 
This year' s theme is "Regulatory 
Toxicology in the Next Millen-
nium." For ticket infonnation, call 
Biology House at 824-6270 or the 
UC box office at Ext. 3940. 

Carousel launch 
In celebration of the launch of the 
newest edition of the literary 
magazine Carousel, the Ontarian, 
CFRU and the Central Student 
Association present an evening of 
readings by Leon Rooke, Terry 
Griggs, Gil Adamson and Russell 
Smith Jan. 25 at 8:30 p.m. in the 
University Club. Cost is $3. 

C ome to t he cabaret 
Enjoy an evening of Broadway, 
jazz and palm court music at a 
Valentine Cabaret Feb. IO at the 
College Inn. The evening features 

HOUSE FOR SALE 
P1estigious localion, 1,60CJ.sq. It, 

3·bedroom, alrium dining tOOm, large 
IMng room, new b10ad/oam lhroug/loUI. 

cenlraJ ait, cenl!aJ vac. 

$219,000 824-3367 

the Guelph Cabaret Singers with 
special guests John McLelland 
and Phoenix Jazz. Doors open at 
7:30 p.m.; showtime is 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $25. Before the show, 
dinner is available at the inn for 
$ 15. For ticket infonnation, call 
Ext. 6580. 

Address you r stress 
The Stress Management and High 
Performance Clinic is offering 
classes from Jan. 30 to March 17. 
Hour-long classes will run Tues-
days and Thursdays from 5: 15 
p.m. in Room 1708 of the OVC 
Leaming Centre and from 8 p.m. 
and 12:10p.m. in Room 441 of the 
University Centre. Brochures are 
available at the Connection Desk 
on Level 3 of the University Cen-
tre. For more information, leave a 
message at Ext. 2662. 

English colloquium 
T he English depa rtments at 
Guelph, the University of Water-
loo and Wilfrid Laurier will hold 
a colloquium on "Professing Eng-
lish in the '90s and Beyond" Jan. 
26 beginning at I p.m. at Laurier' s 
Paul Martin Centre. For more in-
formation, call Betty King at Ext. 
3882, e-m a il bking@arts . 
uoguelph.ca. 

Deadline extended 
The Marketing Society is extend-
ing the deadline for submissions 
of resumes for inclusion in its 
1996 Business and Management 

Resume Book, which goes out to 
more than 100 top companies in 
Canada. Cost of submission is 
$20. For more information, call 
Ext. 6759 or send e-mail to 
mktgsoc@uoguelph.ca. 

E nvironmental symposium 
The Institute for Environmental 
Policy presents a symposium on 
" Environmental Management 
Policy: The Next 25 Years" Jan. 
18 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in 
Room 103 of the University Cen-
tre. Cost is $ J 5 for faculty, $5 for 
students and others. For infonna-
tion, call the Faculty of Environ-
mental Sciences al Ext. 4800. 

Prowling for owls 
The Arboretum is staging a Night 
Stalker's Owl Prowl Jan. 26 and 
27 at 7 p.m. at the nature centre. 
Cost per session is $9 general, 

$4.50 for children, $25 for a fam-
ily of four. Registration and pay-
ment are required by Jan. 19. 

Call for proposals 
The Ontario Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Affairs 
(OMAFRA) invites submissions 
of new research proposals from 
faculty who do not have registered 
OMAFRA projects. Proposals 
must adhere to the guidelines of 
the Agricultural Research Insti-
tute of Ontario. Deadline for sub-
m issions is Jan . 3 1 to the 
respective program leader - Prof. 
Gord Surgeoner, Environmental 
Biology (plants ), Prof . Roger 
Hacker, Animal and Poultry Sci-
e nce (animals) , Prof. George 
Brinkman, Agricultural Econom-
ics and Business (systems), and 
Prof. Marc Le Maguer, Food Sci-
ence (foods). 0 

JOBS 
As of Ar Guelph deadline Jan. 12, 
the following opportunities were 
available: 
Study Manager, Canadian Net-
work of Toxicology Centres, tem-
porary full time from Feb. 1/96 to 
Marc h 31 /97 . Sa lary range: 
$36,000 minimum, $45,000 mid-
point, $54,000 maximum. Re-
movaJ date: Jan. 17. 

The f ollowing was available to 

on-campus employees only: 
Manager, Systems Services, Li-
brary. Salary range: $45,600 mini-
mum, $57,000 midpoint, $68,400 
maximum. Removal date: Jan. 17. 

It is the University' s policy to give 
prior consideration to on-campus 
applicants. To determine the avail-
ability of University employment 
opportunities, visit Client Services 
on Level S of the University Centre 
or call 836-4900. 0 

CLASSIF-IRDS 
FOR RENT 

Large furnished upstairs room in 
farmhouse, 15-minute drive from 
campus, available .Feb. I , non-
smokers, pets welcome, $285 a 
month inclusive, Wendy, Ext. 
8798 or 763-4149. 

FOR SALE 

Ranch-style home on large lot in 
University area, newly paved 
drive, new roof, fireplace, gas 
heat, central air, rental income 
available through two-bedroom 
basement apartment, Kim, 836-
0737. 

Ski/bicycle rack for rear-mounted 
tire, Beaumark heavy-duty wash-
ing machine, 767-06\ 3. 

FOR SALE 

Snow tires: two size 13 with rims 
one size 14 with rim, two size 1 2~ 
Keeprite electric furnace, nearly 
new, Ext. 356 1 or82! -5412 eve-
nings. 
Diversity and Teams in the Work-
place, Seventh Edition, Plunkett, 
requirement for eourse .. Manag-
ing People at Work," Lou Ann, 
Ext. 3956. 
Three-bedroom brick bungalow 
on quiet cul-de-sac, walk to 
schools, University and down-
town, hardwood floors, high-effi-
ciency gas heat, 767-9872. 

WANTED 

T wo -b ed room a partment o r 
townhouse in central or south end 
of Guelph for March J, working 
couple, 821-6189. 

WANTED 

Three- or four-bedroom house or 
townhouse to rent from January 
to August 1995 for visiting fami ly 
of six from Belgium, Ext. 4936. 

Spanish dictionary, Ext. 3561 or 
821-541 2 evenings. 

Fellow PageMaker users on cam-
pus interested in setting up a mu-
tual help group, Jennifer , Ext. 
2923 or e-mai l jsumner@ac-
cess.uoguelph.ca. 

AVAJLABLE 

Care for your dog in my home 
while you travel, references avail-
able, Co bi, Ext. 60 IO or 836-
8086. 

AIR DUCT CLEANING 
BREA TH CLEANER AIR ........ 

STE/lMATIC. 
'~g, 

• Remove microscopic 
dust mites 

• Reduce energy costs 
• Electrostatic filters 

available 

836-7340 



CAtENDAR 
FRIDAY, Jan. 19 
Human Biology/Nutritional 
Sciences Seminar - Adam 
Drewnowski of the University of 
Michigan discusses "Energy In-
talce Regulation and the Sensory 
Properties of Food" at 11: 10 a.m. 
in Animal Science/Nutrition 141 . 

TUESDAY, Jan. 23 
Open House - The Human Rights 
and Equity Office invites mem-
bers of the University community 
to visit its new quarters in Field-
ing House from I :30 until 4:30 
p.m., when official opening cere-
monies will talce place. Rosemary 
Brown, chief commissioner of the 
Ontario Human Rights Commis-
sion, will spealc at 5:30 p.m. in 
HAFA209. 

Cultural Studies Colloquium -
Prof. Belinda Leach, Sociology 
and Anthropology, considers 
"Family Matters: Neo-Conserva-
tism and the Politics of Work and 
Family in Hamilton, Ont." at 2 
p.m. in the University Club. 

THURSDAY, Jan. 25 
Concert - Violinist Youri 
Zaidenberg and pianist Sofia 
Moshevich perform at 12: IO p.m. 
in MacKinnon 107. Admission is 
free . 

Cultural Studies Colloquium -
"Communities and Cultural Iden-
tities" is the focus of a round-table 
discussion at 2 p.m. in the Univer-
sity Club. 

Panel Discussion - The U of G 
Faculty Association is hosting a 
discussion of ''Policies, Policies, 
Policies: How Do They Apply to 
You?" for faculty and librarians 
from 2 to 4 p.m. in UC I 03. 

FRIDAY, Jan. 26 
Human Biology/Nutritional 
Sciences Seminar - "Do Beta-
Adrenoceptors Play a Role in 
Skeletal Muscle Adaptations to 
Exercise?'' is the topic of Louise 
Beliveau of the University of 
Montreal at 11 : I 0 a.m. in Animal 
Science/Nutrition 141. 

Lecture - OPIRG-Guelph and the 
Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph 
Health Unit present Rod 
MacCrae, director of the Toronto 
Food Policy Council, discussing 
"Strategies to Integrate Our Food 
and Health Systems" at noon in 
UC 103. 

History Lecture - "The Host, the 
Law and the Ambiguous Space of 
Medieval London Taverns" is the 
topic of social historian Barbara 
Hanawalt of the University of 

Minnesota at 2 p.m. in MacK.in-
non 132. 

Concert - Ernie Tollar and Band 
perform "Mecca-World Beat/ 
Jazz" at 8 p.m. at the Macdonald 
Stewart Art Centre. Admission is 
$I 0 general , $6 for students and 
seniors. For ticket information, 
call the Department of Music at 
Ext. 3127. 

SATURDAY, Jan. 27 
College of Arts Colloquium -
"Constructions of Youth" is the 
theme of talks running from 
I 0:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Room 114 
of the MacKinnon Building. Ple-
nary spealcer Barbara Hanawalt of 
the University of Minnesota dis-
cusses "Narratives ofa Nurturing 
Culture: Parents and Neighbors in 
Medieval England" at 2:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, Jan. 30 
Cultural Studies Colloquium -
Prof. Margaret Priest, Fine Art, 
discusses "The Monument to 
Construction Workers" at 3 p.m. 
in the University Club. The talk 
will be followed by a round-table 
discussion of ' 'The Cultural Work 
of Public Art." 

WEDNESDAY, Jan. 31 

Gift shop gets new look 
Third Age Leaming - The lec-
ture series for retired people con-
tinues with Prof. Neal Stoskopf, 
Crop Science, discussing "Per-
spectives on Chinese Issues Re-
lated to Agriculture" at 10 a.m. 
and retired English professor 
Percy Smith examining "The 
Simpleton of the Unexpected Isles 
by George Bernard Shaw" at I :30 
p.m. Lectures are at the Arbore-
tum Centre. 

The future looks bright for the gift 
shop in the Macdonald Stewart 
Art Centre (MSAC). 

That's because shelving has 
been removed from the windows 
and a new paint job is gracing the 
walls. The consolidation of shelv-
ing on to one wall and better use 
of floor space malces the area 
more inviting, says shop manager 
Sandy Dubrule. The changes are 
part of renovations done recently 
at the shop to mark the 15th anni-
versary of the centre. 

"For members of the University 
community who are unaware we 
exist or haven ' t been by in a 
while, now is a great time to come 
check us out," says Dubrule. "We 
offer a selection of things not 
commonly found throughout the 
city, and proceeds are used by the 
centre to acquire new pieces. Sup-
porting the gift shop is a way to 
support your local art gallery as 
well." 

Regularly featuring Inuit art 
such as soapstone carvings, the 
shop also carries the work of area 
artisans like jewelry malcer Sarie 

Marai s of SaJem and potters 
Goldie Sherman and Laura 
Taylor of Guelph and Heather 
Daymond of Puslinch. Textiles 
and glassware are also available, 
and paintings by area artists are 
available for purchase or rent. 

Important as a source of art text-
books, the MSAC gift shop is also 
one of only a few locations in the 
province affiliated with and car-
rying the publications of Artexte 
- a Montreal-based contempo-
rary art information centre that 
provides access to information on 
national and international art de-
velopments. 

Dubrule is particularly excited 
about two new initiatives at the 
shop. "Videos from the National 
Film Board of Canada are just in 
and available for purchase, and 
scarves and ties featuring the 
Guelph tartan will be available 
early this year." 

The shop, which is run by vol-
unteers, is open the same hours as 
the gallery - Tuesday to Sunday 
from noon to 5 p.m. and Thurs-
days from noon to 9 p.m. 0 
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Alaska's Inside Passage 
Cruise/Tour Night 

Join us on January 23rd at 19:00 in our Guelph office for a 
presentation on Holland America Line's A_laska cruises and on _our 
'exceptional' escorted cruise/tour departing on June 29th v1s1ting 

Alaska's Inside Passage and Victoria! 
Seating for this presentation is strictly limited . .. 

call our office to confirm your participation! 
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. "' FREE Ticket/Brochure delivery to 

Kortright Road at Gordon Street University of Guelph 

Phone (519) 836-0061 .,, Business and Leisure Travel specialists 
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Canadian Criss Cross 
by Walter D. Feener 

ACROSS DOWN 33. Back talk 
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Armani & More! 
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COMMEN~1\RY 

Human rights policy should stress freedom 
by Prof. Keith Cassidy 

T he recent announcement in 
Ar Guelph that work would 

begin this month on the drafting 
of a comprehensive human rights 
policy represents an important 
turning point for the University. It 
can either mark a positive step 
towards a more just and harmoni-
ous climate or ii can produce the 
divisive and destructive results so 
evident at some other institutions. 

Before we move into the process 
of drafting those policies, it 
would be useful to sort out some 
of the expectations that can rea-
sonably be made of them and 
some of the principles on which 
they should be based. 

The following remarks are per-
sonal observations and do not 
necessarily reflect anyone else's 
views. They are offered as a con-
tribution to the discussion and re-
flect the belief that it is possible 
to craft policies that are fair to all 
and consistent with the objectives 
of the University. It is necessary 
to stress this point because the 
despairing thought is sometimes 
uttered that there is an irreconcil-
able conflict between such objec-
tives as academic freedom and 
what is referred to as educational 
equity or inclusiveness. In fact, if 
approached in a spirit that seeks 
fair and workable solutions, 
ralher than narrow self-interest or 
rigid, extreme formulations, we 
can create policies that advance 
the inrerests of everyone here. 

We should begin with the fun-
damental fact that this is an edu-
cational institution, and a human 
rights policies must recognize 
and suppon its academic objec-
tives. Several consequences flow 
from this. 

One is the need for academic 
freedom. It is unfortunate that for 
some, references to the principle 
of "academic freedom" are seen 
as simply screens for resistance to 
change and the defence of privi-
lege. In reality, a secular univer-
sity, which by definition does not 
have at its root a commitment to 
any orthodoxy, cannot have any 
principle other than the pursuit of 
the truth as its guiding light. 
Every issue must be open to ex-
amination, and every view must 
be capable of being freely ex-
pressed. To do otherwise is to cre-
ate an orthodoxy by indirection. 

Where this has happened, the 
university, rather than being a 
panicular bastion oflibeny, ironi-
cally becomes "an island of re-
pression in a sea of freedom." 
There are aJarming signs that this 
has already occurred at numerous 
institutions across North America 
and that, in consequence, there 
has been real damage to the abil-
ity of universities to discharge 
their centraJ function. 

Far from academic freedom be-
ing a shield for privilege, it can be 
argued that those who have 
gained the most from it have not 
been those with conventional 
views or established interests, but 
rather the more radical members 
of the faculty, who advance with 
impunity profound challenges to 
the existing order. 

Indeed, it can be funher argued 
that our campus does not suffer 
from an excess of academic free-
dom, but from a climate that has 
rendered many faculty members 
far too cautious. An adequate hu-
man rights policy would make 
dear that no matter how provoca-
tive or offensive, research find-
ings, discussions of public policy 

0 oo ~ SCIENCETECH • ____ ..,. 

OFF THE SHELF & 

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS FOR SPECTROSCOPY 

The hest instrumentation for UV -VIS-NlR Spectroscopy is made in 
Ontario. and designed at the SCIENCETECH R & D laboraton 
on the McMaster University campus. 
We offer you a complete off the shelf line of products and custom 
optical design. We also manufacture for your special requirements 
or, we can provide you with the necessary components to build your 
own laboratory system. Our standard products include 
monochromators, light sources and detectors as well as a full line 
of accessories at an unbeatable low market price. 

PLEASE ASK FOR OUR CATALOG I 
HEAD OFFICE R & D LABORATORY 

45 Meg Drive 
London, N6E 2 V2 
Ontario, Canada 

Phone (519) 668-0131 
Fax 519) 668-0132 

McMaster University 
NRBBl07.A 

Hamilton, Ontario 
Phone (905) 525-9140 

Ext. 23 123 

and classroom lectures should not 
be subject to review by any hu-
man rights body. 

It should be remembered that 
academic freedom includes the 
right to speculate, as well as the 
right to expound already accepted 
views and scientifically estab-
lished facts. Indeed, a good hu-
man rights approach should 
worry if there is little or no con-
troversy, or if controversial opin-
ions are expressed only on one 
side of the political spectrum. 

An important clarification of 
this should be made. Speech that 
addresses important issues -
howeverdisturbing1y-is not the 
same as personally abusive, 
threatening or harassing speech. 
The right of members of the Uni-
versity community - not only 
faculty, but students and staff as 
well - to speak freely is accom-
panied by the obligation to pre-
vent a climate in which fear and 
abuse choke off the rights of oth-
ers to express themselves. 

This distinction must be made 
clearly and carefully. For exam-
ple, although threats and abuse 
directed at gay and lesbian mem-
bers of the community are intol-
erable, a discussion of the social 
consequences of homosexuality 
that reaches negative conclusions 
should not be banned, however 
unwelcome it may be to many. 

Far too often, it is assumed that 
if a discussion makes people un-
comfortable, it must be stopped. 
This arises from a confusion 
about the fundamental purpose of 
a university - it is to stimulate 
thought, not to provide emotional 
suppon, personal validation or re-
inforcement of existing ideas. If 
the pursuit of an education proves 
uncomfortab1e, then it is doing 
what it should. To expect to go 
through university and never hear 
ideas that offend you is to not only 
will the suppression of others' 
freedom, but also to will your 
own stultification. 

What is the University commu-
nity to do about the uncivi1 uses 
of speech? Although clearly it is 
necessary to forbid personally 
abusive talk and to provide penal-
ties for its wilful use, the reaJ de-
fence against it lies in fostering a 

civil atmosphere. Voluntary, re-
spectful and non-manipulative 
educational programs that en-
courage civility while supporting 
a true diversity of views are an 
essential component of a human 
rights policy. Such programs 
should not be an opponunity for 
those running them to advance 
their own social and political 
agendas. They should make clear 
that the University forbids no 
views, but does proscribe certain 
behaviors. 

Procedures must, of course, be 
established to deal with alleged 
cases of discrimination and 
abuse. Such procedures will gain 
acceptance only if they are widely 
perceived as fair. Hearing panels 
must be composed in a fashion 
that is ~crupulously impartial. 
There should be a presumption of 
innocence of the accused, and 
there must be an adequate mecha-
nism for screening out frivolous 
or malicious charges and penaliz-
ing those who bring them. Both 
the accusor and the accused have 
the right to a clear resolution of 
their cases; it is intolerable if 
charges can be laid and never 
brought to a definite conclusion. 

It is no secret that serious dissat-
isfaction exists with the current 
sexual and gender harassment 
policy; a review of that policy 
must be a pan of the formulation 
of a human rights policy. 

There is another aspect to aca-
demic freedom besides the pro-
tection of free speech or the pre-
vention of abuse or unjust 
charges. Academic freedom does 
act as a shield against repression, 
but it has another side - it ac-
tively seeks to open inquiry from 
a diversity of viewpoints. 

Although the University can 
never be "inclusive" in any abso-
lute sense, it can and should be 
open to a wide variety of ap-
proaches and traditions. Moving 
to this objective whi1e keeping in 
mind the need to retain some co-
herence in the curriculum and an 
adequate coverage of the major 
traditions that have historically 
shaped Canadian politics and so-
ciety is a challenge at any time. 
Moving to it in an era of shrinking 
budgets and declining faculty 

numbers is an even greater puz-
zle, but not an insoluble one. 

Without limiting the academic 
freedom of faculty to teach 
courses by the light of their own 
best professional judgment, it is 
reasonable to ask that certain 
steps be taken to advance the 
cause of educational diversity. 
Students should know in advance 
the approach to be taken by an 
instructor. They should be told if 
there are alternative interpreta-
tions of a subject. And they 
should be free to hold alternative 
views, as long as they can demon-
strate an understanding of the ap-
proach taken by the instructor. 

Where the subject matter of a 
course is limited, effons can be 
made to point out supplementary 
materiaJ covering other aspects of 
the topic. Students can perhaps be 
permitted to do essays or projects 
on themes or materials not in-
cluded in the main body of a 
course. 

Clearly, other approaches to 
achieve this objective are also 
feasible. A conscious effort to ex-
pand the educational opponuni-
ties available to our students does 
not limit academic freedom - it 
enhances it. 

In sum, then, both a human 
rights policy and any companion 
policy on educational equity 
should stress freedom - from 
censorship, from discrimination, 
from malicious accusations <ind 
from unnecessary limitations on 
opportunities to learn. 

Obviously, in these few words, 
it has not been possible to address 
some issues or to give adequate 
treatment to others. No doubt 
these limitations will draw atten-
tion. Permit me, though, to close 
with a reiteration of this fervent 
belief - a fair, workable human 
rights policy is possible if we will 
make the effon. The alternative is 
a sour, rancorous campus atmos-
phere that does nothing to ad-
vance the purposes for which we 
are here. 

Prof. Keith Cassidy is a faculty 
member in the Department of His-
tory. 

Royal City Travel 
Inc. 

"Make Us Part of Your University Team" 

t/ Free Ticket & Brochure Delivery to all U of G Departments 
"' Corporate Rate Hotel Program 
"' Corporate Rate Car Rentals 
"' Corporate Management Reports 
t/ Customer Care Program "Travellers 24 Hour Emergency Service" 
t/ Senior Corporate Consultants 
"' A Full Service American Express Travel Agency 

Rep_~tative 
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