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This thesis uses a collection of visitorsô books, travel guidebooks and newspaper articles to 

explore the Scottish Borders and its role in supporting tourism initiatives from the late eighteenth 

century into the twentieth century. The fascination with the Highlands overshadowed earlier 

interest in the Borders. Where the Highlands represented new experiences, the Borders became 

more familiar to English travellers, which caused travellers to focus on the Highlands. As a 

result, the Borders slipped into the background of the touristôs view, which made their historical 

experience as a tourist destination largely unexplored. In reality, the Scottish Borders facilitated 

the exploration of Scotland through its road systems and places of accommodation as it 

developed industrially and economically. This project explores changes to Scotlandôs image as it 

evolved during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and how the Borders played a role in this 

development. This project also investigates the convergence of gender, tourism and hospitality in 

the Borders, using a case study of Tibbie Shielôs Inn at St. Maryôs Loch, Selkirkshire. It explains 

how Tibbie Shielôs Inn became integrated with the broader network of travel accommodations in 

nineteenth-century Scottish Borders and how Tibbie Shielôs Inn became an iconic tourism 

attraction. 
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 Introduction  

 

On 30 July 1878, the Dundee Courier published a column on the death of an innkeeper. 

The writer remained anonymous, only signing ñby an old friendò and declaring that the writer 

intended to highlight the significant loss of an innkeeper, which would be met with ñpathetic 

interest by very many, not only in Great Britain but in Canada and the United States.ò1 The 

woman referred to by the writer was Isabella Robertson, also known as ñTibbie,ò  the hostess of 

a small inn on the south shores of St. Maryôs Loch, Scotland from 1825 to 1878. Her inn also 

functioned as her home. The cottage was converted into an inn to financially support her six 

children after her husband, Robert Richardson, died in 1824. Under the terms of agreement with 

the landlord of the estate, Isabella Richardson, or Tibbie Shiel (when she reverted to her maiden 

name), opened her home in 1825 as an inn for travellers. The roadside inn eventually attracted 

influential guests, such as James Hogg, the Ettrick Shepherd, whose patronage elevated the 

profile of Tibbie Shiel to storied heights as the personification of rural Scottish hospitality.  

The legacy of the inn and its innkeeper offer important case studies of inn culture and 

tourism in the Scottish Borders. During Tibbie Shielôs lifetime, the Borders experienced changes 

in its economy tourism opportunities. The Borders showed progress in its travel infrastructure 

and town layouts similar to ones found in England. Where the Borders provided spaces of 

development and familiarity, travellers in the nineteenth century showed more interest in the 

Highlandôs foreignness. Travel writers concentrated on exoticising the Highlands when wars 

with the Continent restricted travel. The Borders presented experiences which were culturally 

 
1 ñTibbie Shiels,ò Dundee Courier, 30 July 1878, 6. 
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familiar to English travellers. This caused its tourism value to diminish and become less popular 

to write about. For Scottish writers in this period, including Sir Walter Scott, the goal was also to 

capture an image of Scotland that was unique and identifiable. The Highlands represented the 

distinctive voice of Scotland because of its Jacobite history, Gaelic culture, and awe-inspiring 

landscapes. The Borders did not fit this idea because it did not have the same traits as the 

Highlands. By depicting the Borders as familiar to England, the Borders came to be associated 

with progress, which contrasted even more with the Highlands. Eventually, the Borders came to 

be seen as an example of the advances caused by the Union of 1707.   

Tibbie Shielôs legacy also reveals how her style of hospitality provided guests with a 

supposedly óauthenticô Borders experience. Tibbie Shiel figured in ballads, poetry, travel 

guidebooks, personal travel journals, and her famous multi-volume visitorsô books. Travellers 

recognised these visitorsô books for their entertaining details; they also sought out familiar 

names. Visitors often read inscriptions from previous guests, as Kevin James highlights, to 

provide entertainment or as a way to pass time in periods of bad weather.2 The visitorsô book 

functioned as a form of record-keeping for the innkeeper while simultaneously acting as a source 

of entertainment for guests.3 Visitorsô books provide data which offer insights into changes in the 

world of Borders tourism. The evidence provided by the innôs visitorsô books helps to 

comprehend the tourism industryôs evolution in the Scottish Borders, how guests interpreted the 

innôs success, and how they engaged with each other and the landscape of nostalgia. 

 
2 Kevin James, ñó[A] British Social Institutionô: The Visitorsô Book and Hotel Culture in Victorian Britain and 

Ireland,ò Journeys: The International Journal of Travel Writing 13, no. 1, (2012): 43. 
3 Alastair J. Durie, introduction to Scotland and Tourism: The Long View, 1700ï2015, 1st ed. (London: Routledge, 

2017), 4. 
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Using the visitorsô books, travel guidebooks and newspaper articles, this study explores 

contrasts between the familiarity and foreignness of the Highlands and Scottish Borders and how 

activity along the Scottish Borders promoted Scotlandôs growing tourism industry. It also 

explores how Tibbie Shielôs Inn was integrated within a broader network of travel 

accommodations in nineteenth-century Scottish Borders and how her style of hospitality 

represented Borders inn culture, which continued to attract tourists searching for spaces that were 

foreign or nostalgic into the twentieth century. 

 

 

 

 

Berwickshire 

Roxburghshire 

Dumfriesshire 

England 

Figure 1.1: Map of Scottish Borders Counties from 1783 by John Andrews, image released to the public 

domain. 
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1.1  Scotland as a Tourist Destination 

To understand the importance of Tibbie Shielôs Inn and to better understand how she has 

been comparatively obscured within the history of Scottish tourism history, it is critical to 

examine how discourses and images associated with the Highlands came to dominate tourism, 

even if the Borders were accessible and popular with travellers and literary figures at key 

moments in time. When Tibbie Shiel established her home as a place of accommodation in 1825, 

the cottage was absorbed into a travel hospitality infrastructure that helped manage and support 

traffic flows through the Scottish Borders. In the mid-1820s, Scotland and the rest of Britain had 

undergone a series of changes, some helping to exoticise the Highlands, that enabled tourism in 

Scotland to prosper and evolve throughout the nineteenth century. Without these developments, 

there is no telling how successful Tibbie Shielôs Inn would have been, let alone the rest of 

Scotlandôs tourism markets. The Highlands became the centre of attention because the Scottish 

Highlands represented new opportunities for exploration and cultural experiences. Many 

descriptions of the Highlands were based on its new aesthetic discourses of picturesque and 

sublime. Consequently, the Lowlands and the Borders attracted less interestðand 

correspondingly less attention from tourism historians. 

The Borders and the Lowlands were integral to Scotlandôs success in tourism because of 

the infrastructure development and economic improvements. The nineteenth century involved 

changes to the perceptions of the Lowlands and the Borders, which were similarly found when 

travel literature first introduced the Highlands. These tactics were for the purpose of attracting 

tourists to these areas. For this reason, this project will first outline the factors which positioned 

the Highlands as the primary source of Scotlandôs tourism and the changes in the Borders which 

contributed to Scotlandôs development as a major tourist destination.  
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1.2 Aesthetic Codes in Scottish Travel 

  

Travel writing reveals how different travellers interpret spaces and record their 

experiences. Public expectations are shaped by the details of a destination and the writer who 

presented them. For example, early descriptions of Scotland, mainly discussing the Borders with 

some accounts on the Scottish Highlands, featured details that made visiting Scotland seem 

forbidding. The Highlands captured the attention of travellers because of its differences from 

England, including the rest of Scotland. Travel writers such as Edmund Burt (d. 1755), Thomas 

Pennant (1726-1798), and the travelling companions Samuel Johnson (1709-1784) and James 

Boswell (1740-1795) published their accounts of the hardships of travelling Scotland and the 

limitations associated with journeying to remote locations.4 There was, however, a certain kind 

of traveller who opted to experience these landscapes, which Christopher Smout identifies as the 

rugged thrill seeker who wished to interact with scenery that was sublime and was capable of 

invoking emotions of shock and awe.5 Travel writers used the emotional effects of landscapes to 

begin constructing the visual appeal of Scotland.  

Travellers wanted to visit sites that were aesthetically pleasing and different to their 

everyday lives. Smout uses references such as Edmund Burkeôs Enquiry into the Origin of our 

Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful (1757), to explain how Scotland became part of the newfound 

admiration for views that evoked terrifying emotions. These were views that were able to 

ñcleanse the soulò and became ñassociated with obscurity, power, privation, vastness, infinity or 

 
4 John Glendening, The High Road: Romantic Tourism, Scotland, and Literature (New York: St. Martinôs Press, 

1997), 57. 
5 Christopher Smout, ñTours in the Scottish Highlands from the Eighteenth to the Twentieth Centuries,ò Northern 

Scotland 5, First Series, no. 1 (1982): 102. 
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difficulty.ò6 To Smout, the Scottish mountains and rugged terrain provoked profound emotional 

responses; as he concludes, ñthe sublime had been given habitation in Scotland.ò7 Travellers 

were mentally transported by the aesthetics of their surroundings in areas new to most travellers. 

Writers used the Highlandsô aesthetics to construct a foreign image which added to its 

tourist possibilities. Smout offers an analysis of how early ideas of harsh environments resonated 

with travellers, who continued to embrace these perspectives when Scotland became more of a 

tourist destination into the late eighteenth century.8 The ideas of Highland culture also featured 

in texts which depicted foreign practices. For example, Thomas Pennant published his travel 

journal with an image of Highland women fulling clothes, in Gaelic called Luadh. 9 This image 

provided readers with a visual of the Highlandersô óprimitiveô lifestyle in eighteenth-century 

Scotland.10 The Highlands were portrayed with these characteristics as a way of showcasing its 

uniqueness and outdated practices. Writers provided details, such as the imagery of women 

working outdoors, to advertise a setting where Highlanders lived ñnot to tame natureò but to 

embrace their connections with nature.11 These descriptions established travellersô expectations 

and enhanced the allure of particular destinations.    

 

 
6 Smout, ñTours in the Scottish Highlands,ò 102.  
7 Smout, ñTours in the Scottish Highlands,ò 102. 
8 Smout, ñTours in the Highlands,ò 100. 
9 Thomas Pennant, A Tour in Scotland, and Voyage to the Hebrides; 1772 (United Kingdom: Benj. White, 1790), 

329. 
10 Amy Gazin-Schwartz, ñImaging the Scottish Highlands,ò Historical Archaeology 41, no. 1 (2007): 96.  
11 Gazin-Schwartz, ñImaging the Scottish Highlands,ò 97. 
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1.3  Changing the Scottish Image  

From the late eighteenth century to the early nineteenth century, travellers visited 

Scotland with expectations of what they would experience. Travel literature shaped the 

travellerôs expectations and introduced specific ways of viewing Scotland. The Highlands were 

the source of exotic inspiration because of its natural landscapes and constructed Highlands 

culture, such as the traditional kilt garment. Unlike the Borders, which were showing signs of 

progress, the Highlands were framed as remote, physically and culturally, from the ócivilisedô 

travellers who were visiting.12 Travel writers armed their readers with exaggerated expectations 

about the Scottish landscape and people. Martin Rackwitz links the earliest interpretations of 

 
12 Robert Clyde, From Rebel To Hero: the Image of the Highlander, 1745-1830 (East Linton, Scotland: Tuckwell 

Press, 1995), 104; Linda Colley, Britons: Forging The Nation 1707-1837 (London: Yale University Press, 1992), 

124. 

Figure 1.2: Highland women fulling in the outdoors. Taken from Thomas Pennantôs A Tour in 

Scotland and Voyage to the Hebrides, 1772. Image released to the public domain. 
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Scotland to the mid-medieval period, concluding with the Union of 1707, during which time the 

literature was written by authors who had never visited Scotland. The absence of a clear 

understanding of Scotland as a place of diverse peoples and cultures presented two potential 

outcomes: 1) it allowed speculations to evolve unchallenged and be used to mythologise the 

Scots, and 2) it could stir uneasiness and be used as a tool for war. This was the case when 

Highland culture was reinterpreted to fit the narrative as the enemy of Britain during the Jacobite 

Rebellions in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  

The result of conceptualising the Highlanders as the other, comparing Englandôs civility 

versus Scotlandôs barbarity, caused Scotland to be shrouded in mystery and distanced them more 

from English mindsets.13 Previously, travellers were fascinated by the Gaelic culture and the 

rugged Highland scenery. Robert Clyde argues that tourism was only possible because the image 

of the Scot had transitioned from being depicted as a savage rebel to one that was romanticised 

as noble, eventually becoming an attraction for travellers.14 With the Jacobite rebellions 

suppressed in 1746, the Highlanders grew in popularity and were praised for their values and 

military valour, which were later utilised for Britainôs military campaigns.15 Travellers were 

motivated by the heroic ideas of the Highlanders, and the thought of interacting with ónoble 

savagesô garnered even more attention towards the Highlands and less towards the Lowlands and 

the Borders.16  

 

 

 
13 Martin Rackwitz, Travels to Terra Incognita: The Scottish Highlands and Hebrides in Early  

Modern Travellersô Accounts c. 1600 to 1800 (Münster: Waxmann, 2007), 138. 
14 Clyde, From Rebel to Hero, 97.  
15 Colley, Britons, 120; Clyde, From Rebel to Hero, 123. 
16 Clyde, From Rebel to Hero, 97; Glendening, The High Road, 65. 
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1.3.1 The Post-Union Image Emerges 

The Union of 1707 laid foundations which changed the image of the Scots from rebels into 

energetic contributors to the British Empire. Scotland made many positive contributions to 

Britain. These contributions allowed Scotland to keep its individuality secure. There were 

common foundations to British identity but also distinctive institutional bases which Scotland 

retainedðnot least its church settlement and legal framework. Linda Colley outlines how the 

Union was rooted in the need to band together to face offshore threats, pointing towards 

France.17 Scotlandôs and Englandôs mutual economic development was seen as the primary 

source for Scotlandôs increased collaboration with  Britain in the new political Union. John 

Glendening agrees that the relationship between Scotland and England resulted from combined 

and interdependent economic progress. Scots also recognised the need to improve their country, 

such as advancing academic institutions, while also benefitting from trade with vital access to 

British colonial ports.18  

The Union also brought the Borders and Lowlands into the fold by placing distinct 

expectations on its uses to promote the British Empire. While the Highlands experienced new 

regulations, the Lowlands and the Borders began to construct their own identities as 

manufacturers and examples of British improvement.19 The Union, therefore, allowed Scotland 

 
17 Linda Colley, introduction to Britons: Forging the Nation 1707-1837, 2nd ed. (New Haven, Conn.; Yale, 2005), 

6. 
18 John Stuart Blackie, Education in Scotland: An Appeal to the Scottish People on the Improvement of Their 

Scholastic and Academical Institutions (United Kingdom: William Tait, 1846), 507; John Glendening, introduction 

to The High Road: Romantic Tourism, Scotland, and Literature, 1720-1820, 1st ed. (New York: St. Martinôs Press, 

1997), 15. 
19 Bob Harris, ñCultural Change in Provincial Scottish Towns, c. 1700ð1820,ò The Historical Journal 54, no. 1 

(2011): 117. 
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to produce regionally different images and experiences which corresponded with each districtôs 

contribution to Britainôs progress.20 This also allowed the Borders to begin to make advances in 

travel infrastructure which also improved its standings in the public eye.  

            English travellers developed an improved perception of Scotland as a holiday ground 

beginning with the Union of 1707. Katherine Haldane Grenier explains how the Union enabled 

the traveller to begin to feel safe because the inhabitants of Scotland were now considered fellow 

subjects and would do them no harm.21 Having these two nations become one also allowed for 

exchanging cultures and practices. Paul Readman concurs, referencing William Howittôs Visits 

to Remarkable Places (1840) and exploring how the Union of 1707 helped to transform the 

people and the lands in Scotland.22 Using the example of Flodden Fields, a location best known 

for a bloody battle between Scotland and England in 1513, Howitt described this land to have 

been renewed with bountiful fields and adequate agricultural infrastructure.23 Readman examines 

Flodden Fieldsô improvement, in the words of Howitt, to highlight the changing attitudes 

resulting from the Union of 1707.24 Through Howittôs perspective, Readman unveils a shift in 

the mood which placed the Scottish people on the same side as Englandðas equals, where ñthe 

two countries blended into a state of peace and prosperity.ò25 The Union of 1707 set the 

foundations for Scotland and Englandôs partnership, which resulted in English travellers 

returning to the possibilities for travelling in Scotlandðboth in the Lowlands and Highlands. 

 
20 Harris, ñCultural Change in Provincial Scottish Towns,ò 113. 
21 Katherine Haldane Grenier, Tourism and Identity in Scotland, 1770-1914: Creating Caledonia  

(Aldershot, Hants, England: Ashgate, 2005), 18. 
22 Paul Readman, ñLiving a British Borderland: Northumberland and the Scottish Borders in the Long Nineteenth 

Century,ò in Borderlands in World History, 1700-1914 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), 171. 
23 Readman, ñLiving a British Borderland,ò 171. 
24 Readman, ñLiving a British Borderland,ò 172. 
25 Readman, ñLiving a British Borderland,ò 172. 
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And yet the question remains: why did the Highlands come to dominate images and discourses in 

Scottish tourism? 

One of Scotlandôs contributions to the Union was to provide spaces for travellers to visit; 

as Grenier surmises, ñthough in many ways very foreign, Scotland had much to offer to the new 

nationò (Great Britain).26  Scottish writers crafted Scotlandôs identity alongside the growing 

popularity and demands of tourism in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, which focused 

on unexplored lands.27 This perspective aligns with John Glendeningôs interpretation, where 

these writers had a prominent role in constructing and maintaining a distinct tourism identity.28  

While there was a strong push, externally and internally, for Scotland to embrace 

ómodernisationô, and much evidence that travellers and others identified as examples of 

improvement, especially in the Lowlands, Scottish writers and poets, such as Robert Burns 

(1759-1796) and Sir. Walter Scott (1771-1832) also desired to hold onto their history. Part of the 

interest in the traditional way of picturing Scotland came from the literature of the day. Scottish 

writers searched for tangible sources which could promote a Scottish identity that distinguished 

Scotland while in the Union. The result was an intriguing balance between economic and social 

forces and cultural representations. 

For Scott, the past made Scotland special, and it later became the fuel Scott needed to 

promote his agenda. Having strongly emphasised Highland culture as an essential feature of 

Scottish representation, Scott planned to display these sentiments on a world stage. This agenda 

was put into action when Walter Scott organised the royal visit of King George IV to Edinburgh 

 
26 Grenier, Tourism and Identity in Scotland, 15. 
27 Katherine Haldane Grenier, ñóScottishness,ôôBritishness,ô and Scottish Tourism, 1770ï 

1914,ò History Compass 4, no. 6 (2006): 1000. 
28 Glendening, The Highroad, 25. 
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in 1822. For Eric G. E.  Zuelow, this event affected future interpretations of the Scottish identity. 

Zuelow describes an event designed to strengthen the partnership between England and Scotland, 

which resulted in Scott orchestrating a pageantry of sorts. 29 To visually express Scottish 

solidarity, participants were dressed uniformly in Highland tartans. To foreign spectators 

unfamiliar with Scotland, this was an introduction to the tartan-wearing culture. The problem 

with this representation, as John R. Gold and Margaret M. Gold highlight, was how these 

inaccurate representations of Scotland originated from a single source: the Highlands.30 The 

public perception of Scottish culture writ large increasingly became confined primarily to 

Highland features and cultural practices. The Scottish Borders increasingly became viewed as 

not very Scottish unless they embraced Highland cultural features. 

 

1.4 From the Grand Tour to the Home Tour 

Recognising that the Scottish Borders were the gateway to the rest of Scotland, it is 

essential to understand how Scotlandôs tourism infrastructure emerged and evolved over the 

years into a thriving industry boasting inns, such as Tibbie Shielôs, that were part of the 

infrastructural development. This chapter has so far outlined the changes in the interpretations of 

landscapes and cultures and changing assessments of accessibility and safety that opened 

Scotland to tourists who were also arriving with mythical and romantic expectations. These 

interpretations were occurring in tandem with the wars on the Continent, which caused British 

travellers to be restricted from travelling elsewhere and resort to nearby alternatives. 

 
29 Eric G. E.  Zuelow, ñóKilts Versus Breechesô: The Royal Visit, Tourism and Scottish National 

Memory,ò Journeys 7, no. 2 (2006): 42. 
30 John R. Gold and Margaret M. Gold, Imagining Scotland: Tradition, Representation, and Promotion in Scottish 

Tourism Since 1750 (Aldershot, England: Scolar Press, 1995), 83. 
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Before travelling to Scotland, British travellers took part in the experience of touring the 

Continent, which was called the Grand Tour.31 This began as an upper-class experience, since 

they had the wealth to afford the travel expenses and could take the necessary time off that these 

types of journeys required. However, by the nineteenth century, the middle class began 

participating in these same travel experiences.32 For young British travellers, participating in the 

Grand Tour was a means to explore and develop skills as they transitioned into adulthood. 

Alastair J. Durie explains it as ñcultural educationò whereby the traveller experienced new 

environments that were ñessential for developing the travellerôs personalityò and emphasises that 

young travellers benefitted from these tours as they became adults.33 It was also common for 

these travellers to experience this journey in their final years in school, a feature that Martin 

Rackwitz outlines as ñan essential part of a gentlemanôs education.ò34 Travellers gained life skills 

and new experiences, which made the Grand Tour popular.  

Travel plans were impacted by wars in the later eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries 

between England and France and restricted travellers from experiencing the Grand Tour. The 

effects of these wars caused the Continent to be closed to English tourists, although it did not 

extinguish their spark for travel. Instead of engaging in a potentially dangerous Grand Tour in 

Europe, travellers began to explore their own country. Exploring the homelands became known 

as the Home Tour, where interest in the ñunimproved and ruggedò landscapes captured the 

travellerôs imagination for foreign locations.35  

 
31 Durie, Scotland and Tourism, 16. 
32 Durie, Scotland and Tourism, 17; Grenier, Tourism and Identity in Scotland, 50; Michaela Benson, ñExplaining 

Migration,ò in The British in Rural France: Lifestyle Migration and the Ongoing Quest for a Better Way of Life 

(Manchester, UK: Manchester University Press, 2011), 28. 
33 Durie, Scotland and Tourism, 16. 
34 Rackwitz, Travel in Terra Incognita, 2. 
35 Durie, Scotland and Tourism, 17. 
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 Clyde argues that tourists were attracted to the Highlands to ñfind the nature and scenic 

surroundings which England and the Lowlands lacked.ò36 The Highlands offered landscapes 

which invoked emotional responses caused by views of the sublime and picturesque. Scotland 

piqued touristsô interest because the Highlands met the criteria of new and dramatic landscapes 

and combined with historical sites reflecting an ancient past, similar to the experiences found on 

the Continent.37 While they passed through the Borders, they often attracted little mention on the 

way to the centres of interest in the countryôs northern regions. 

 

1.5 The Development of a Travel Infrastructure 

The Borders were essential to Scotlandôs tourism industry because the conditions of the 

Borders determined the ability to access the rest of Scotland. Indeed, it was necessary to access 

the Highlands because of the interest of tourists. Many historians agree that Englandôs military 

action against the Jacobites in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries developed Scotlandôs 

first travel network. John R. Gold and Margaret M. Gold show how the Jacobite conflicts 

brought the beginning advances of road construction into the Highlands to continue the 

subordination of the Highlanders.38 With the development of óWadeôs Roadsô, named after the 

British General George Wade and beginning in 1724, under the guise of creating an 

infrastructure that would support English troops stationed in the Highlands, road construction 

laid the foundation for improving travel efficiency and increasing the accessibility to the 

Highlands.39 New fortifications, such as Fort Augustus, built after the Jacobite Rebellion of 

 
36 Clyde, From Rebel to Hero, 100. 
37 Smout, ñTours in the Scottish Highlands,ò 100. 
38 Gold and Gold, Imagining Scotland, 39. 
39 William Taylor, The Military Roads in Scotland (United Kingdom: House of Lochar, 1996), 13. 
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1715, prompted the need to comprehend local terrain, and the use of maps formed the base for 

depicting the Scottish landscape and how to navigate its spaces.40 Initially, these details were 

given by local guides who also acted as translators of the Gaelic language for travel parties and 

were seen as essential if anyone wished to travel through the Highlands, as maps featuring these 

areas did not exist.41 The outcome of these new road networks had ñpositive consequencesò; as 

Gold and Gold explains, the availability of roads and maps gave travellers ideas on where to visit 

when travelling to Scotland. There was still a vast amount of work required if Scotland wanted to 

sustain a steady flow of traffic.42 To gain access to the Highlands, the Borders and Lowlands had 

to fit within a road network that could sustain the demands of travellers. Throughout the 

eighteenth century, the Borders and Lowlands still relied on ancient road networks which 

connected to major centres, such as between Glasgow and Edinburgh and roads leading to York 

and London. Often these roads were muddy, making them difficult to manoeuvre through, and 

access was determined by the weather and seasons, resulting in travel coming to a stop in the 

winter months.43 Before better road construction, travellers had to use drove roads, which were 

often too dangerous to ride horses.44 Alternatives to the roads were ferry lines that could cut the 

time in half compared to carriage travel. Ferry services depended on the weather. In high winds 

on the coast, ferries were often grounded, which made them less reliable.45 The limitations of 

road travel helped push legislation to improve the quality of the roads and expand travel 

 
40 Findlay Muirhead, Scotland: With a Complete Atlas of Scotland and 37 Other Maps and Plans (United 

Kingdom: Macmillan & Company, Limited, 1927), 360. 
41 Rackwitz, Travels to Terra Incognita, 160. 
42 Gold and Gold, Imagining Scotland, 40. 
43 Alastair J. Durie, ñMovement, Transport and Travel,ò in A History of Everyday Life in Scotland, 1600 to 1800, 

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2022), 252. 
44 Rackwitz, Travels to Terra Incognita, 159. 
45 Rackwitz, Travels to Terra Incognita, 158. 
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accessibility into remote locations. An area of focus for some researchers has been to link 

development with transport effectiveness. Alastair J. Durie explains how travel and transport 

development follow each other or occur simultaneously.46 This also highlights the factors of 

financing these advancements and the challenges of funding for poorer locations. The Scots 

completed everyday tasks because the road conditions did not restrict them. Travelling in harsh 

conditions and challenging terrain was familiar to the locals in the countryside. Instead, it was 

the efficiency of mobility afforded by the development of road networks that improved travel 

times and allowed for horse-and-carriage-driven travel.47  

Despite these challenges, the Borders developed road networks that reflected the 

improvements brought on by the Union of 1707. This was because the Borders featured building 

techniques and harvesting practices, which resulted from exchanges between Borderers of 

Scotland and England. For example, road construction and layouts were built by Scottish 

engineers and designed with English influences. Developing turnpike roads helped to accumulate 

enough funds for maintaining the roads and even towards expanding them.48 Although these 

turnpike systems were found throughout the Borders and Lowlands, the turnpikes were not 

integrated into the military roads found in the Highlands, such as the road stretching from Fort 

William to Inverness.49 Before these roads were constructed, travellers used rural droving roads 

to navigate Scotland. Droving roads were the earliest forms of road networks which connected 

the Highlands to the Lowlands and Borders. They were initially used as routes to transport 

 
46 Durie, ñMovement, Transport and Travel,ò 253. 
47 Durie, ñMovement, Transport and Travel,ò 253. 
48 Durie, Scotland and Tourism, 24. 
49 James Duncan, The Scotch Itinery, Containing the Roads Through Scotland, on a New Plan: With Copious 

Observations for the Entertainment of Travellers (United Kingdom: J. and A. Duncan, 1808), 50. 
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livestock to central Scotland.50 Rackwitz notes that road network construction provided the 

means to facilitate the integration of English practices into Scotland and helped to introduce the 

English language to parts of Scotland that had not been previously exposed to it.51 The 

introduction and upkeep of the road networks in the Borders and Lowlands enabled the eventual 

extension into the Highlands, where development soon followed. 

 

1.6  Inns as Forms of Travel Infrastructure 

Inns supported Scotlandôs tourism capabilities by supplying accommodation to travellers 

in strategic locations. Travellers experienced different accommodation styles at each 

establishment because the quality of service was not universal and differed depending on the site. 

Hotels provided guests with updated amenities and could house more people than smaller rural 

inns could. Travellers were given more choices in places to stay as the number of inns and hotels 

increased. The inns provided travellers with a support network of hospitality on the roads. Inns 

had to be strategically placed to support the travel party and their horse teams.52 Landlords 

provided horse teams, which they included in their budgets and financed their upkeep while on 

the property.53 These horses replaced the exhausted teams in order for the carriage to continue 

from travelling posts without the delay of fatigue.  

Theresa Mackay explores how inns complemented and improved an existing 

infrastructure to meet the number of tourists.  Mackay argues that tourism didnôt speed up 

development in the Highlands but that it simply aided with an infrastructure that had already 

 
50 Archibald Richard Burdon Haldane, The Drove Roads of Scotland (The University of Edinburgh, 1952), 55. 
51 Rackwitz, Travels to Terra Incognita, 151. 
52 Tom Bradley, The Old Coaching Days in Yorkshire (United Kingdom: Yorkshire Conservative Newspaper 

Company (ñThe Yorkshire postò), 1889), 5. 
53 Daniel Maudlin, ñInns and Elite Mobility in Late Georgian Britain,ò Past & Present 247, no. 247 (2020): 43. 
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existed and that the development was a response to the interests of travellers.54 Along the 

military roads in the Highlands, inns originated as the basecamps used by the British troops 

during the construction of the óWade roadsô in the early eighteenth century. Known as ñKingôs 

buildings,ò they were paid for and managed by the British government in Scotland.55  Rackwitz 

notes how inns in general, were beneficial to travellers in that they no longer were required to 

present documents to their hosts. These documents depended on a travellerôs social status.56 

Travellers were expected to receive letters of introduction from their previous host and present 

them to landowners to receive room and board for the night.57 Inns offered an alternative to 

travellers who lacked the social status and connections to obtain a letter of introduction. Without 

worrying about obtaining this documentation, inns offered travellers a place to stay while 

travelling in rugged terrain while eliminating the added stress of potentially being denied 

accommodation for the night.  

Inns were essential for maintaining travel networks because they supplied 

accommodations to tourists and local travellers. Daniel Maudlin explores inn spaces and its 

functions within the travel and tourism sector into the eighteenth century. It was important for 

towns to have more than one inn because not all visitors were the same. For instance, in some 

towns there might be one inn for Whigs and another for Tories.58 Multiple inns also allowed for a 

better traffic flow through the town or around the town altogether. Similar to inns, alehouses 

 
54 Theresa Mackay, ñWomen at Work: Innkeeping in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland 1790-1840.ò Journal of 

Scottish Historical Studies 37, no. 2 (2017): 160. 

 
55 Maudlin, ñInns and Elite Mobility,ò 42. 
56 Rackwitz, Travels to Terra Incognita, 152. 
57 Rackwitz, Travels to Terra Incognita, 213. 
58 Daniel Maudlin, ñThe Urban Inn: Gathering Space, Hierarchy and Material Culture in the Eighteenth-Century 
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were also crucial in providing food and beverage to travellers and served as hubs for the poor. 

Alehouses helped to ñurbanise the lower classesò and were important sites for community 

building in the towns and cities.59  

 

1.7  Mass Tourism in Scotland 

The nineteenth century witnessed mass tourism to Scotland. Many historians have argued 

that the main contributor to mass tourism was the efficiency of the transport networks. The 

Highlands depended on the railway lines to bring in travellers; otherwise, ñthese areas would not 

compete with the large resort areas [in England].ò60 For Ricard Butler, the importance of 

accessibility and proximity determined the trajectory of the tourism industry. Durie makes this 

observation on how tourism and travel were intertwined, saying, ñthe better the roads and the 

accommodation, the more visitors came; the more they came, the more investment in facilities 

was stimulated.ò61 Durie identifies literature that had been published and circulated, such as the 

travel guide books by Thomas Cook, that prepared travellers for what to expect and how they 

wished to experience Scotland.62 In this case, the mystery of Scotland had been removed, and 

now it was a fully coherent place that provided a great variety of activities to experience and 

locations to explore.  For Katherine Haldane Grenier, the contents of travel guidebooks helped to 

lay the foundation for travelling in Scotland that were also matched with places of 

accommodation. A wide variety of routes were laid out in these guidebooks; ñvisitors 

 
59 Peter Clark, ñThe Alehouse and Social Integration in English Towns (1500-1700),ò in Habiter la ville, eds. 

Maurice Garden and Yves Lequin. (Lyon: Presses Universitaires de Lyon, 1984), 228-229.  
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61 Durie, Scotland and Tourism, 24. 
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increasingly followed [that] route by rote, and an infrastructure emerged to meet their needs.ò63 

The growing expansion of printed tourism media and the travel network funnelled travellers to 

locations where accommodations offered travellers a place to stay. Both Durie and Grenier note 

that the advances in travel technology enabled improved mobility across Scotland, such as the 

ferry systems to avoid going around bodies of water and the railway lines constructed in the 

1850s. With advances in transport technology and economies improving, more people from 

middle and working-class backgrounds pursued travel and became tourists. 

 

1.8  Scotlandôs Tourist  Clientèle  

 

The importance of a good travel network helped to expand the type of clientèle which 

visited Scotland. Durie and Smout explain that, similar to the Grand Tour, tourism in Scotland 

began as an ñelite experienceò since they could afford the journey and take the necessary time 

off.64 This was especially the case for Scotland because the lack of travel infrastructure made any 

journey longer and more expensive due to the inaccessibility to accommodation spaced great 

distances apart. This idea of elite travellers beginning the push for exploration of Scotland is also 

explored by Daniel Maudlin in his article ñInns and Elite Mobility in Late Georgian Britainò, in 

which features of the inns, such as their architecture and amenities maintained and supported the 

mobility and signalled the status of elite tourists in late Georgian Britain.65 Inn culture was 

complex, with a hierarchy of inns in which each member of a social class was expected to stay 

while on their journey. For the elite, these inns were classified as ñprincipal innsò, which were 

 
63 Grenier, Tourism and Identity in Scotland, 49. 
64 Durie, introduction to Scotland and Tourism: The Long View, 1700ï2015 (Taylor and Francis, 2017), 2. 
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described as ñdifferent to the inns and alehousesò that were created during the boom of the inn 

and hotel creations from 1760 to 1837.66  These principal inns were characterised by elaborate 

architecture, stunning interior visuals, and the quality of hospitality, which positioned these inns 

to replicate the lifestyles of the British elite even while on tour.  

As more tourists arrived in the nineteenth century, the hospitality industry adapted to 

meet growing demands for accommodation. Tourists interested in the newer types of activities 

were called specialised visitors. For example, travellers interested in activities such as cycling 

and angling caused the proprietors to reinterpret their spaces for appropriate accommodations. 67 

For cyclists, this included spaces designed to host them for meals that could accommodate 

storage for their equipment.68 In Scotland, guides and footmen were already part of the travel 

culture, especially in the Highlands. They supported travellers by showing them how to navigate 

the trails before maps were produced in the area, which included their experience maneuvering 

in and around the mountain ranges.  

Although Theresa Mackay uses examples in the Highlands to explore how the inn figured 

into this complex tourism infrastructure, the same business model was present across Scotland. 

Railway lines, for instance, began to direct travellers away from sites of usual tourism, and inns 

had to reinvent themselves to stay profitable. Alan McNee argues that tourists stayed at inns 

because of their proximity to the source of entertainment or their travelling goal, such as roads 

for cycling and access to mountain ranges. The inns situated at these destinations facilitated the 

activities of the traveller and were not themselves the source of visitation. However, because of 

 
66 Maudlin, ñInns and Elite Mobility,ò 37. 
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the changes in transport, the division between the locations that were accessible for specific 

guests or had been bypassed by the ever-expanding railway lines was constantly evolving.  

 

1.9  The Social Expansion of Tourism 

There were cultural implications for lower- and middle-class travellers visiting places 

that were once only accessible to the aristocratic families, or the ósocial levellingô that was 

occurring on the Continent that brought hostility to travellers, not of an upper-class status.69 

Katherine Grenier contrasts Scotlandôs tourism culture when comparing in  to ñthe Continentôs 

long history of aristocratic touring.ò70 This made Scotland an attractive destination since it did 

not have the same traditional framework of social class tourism as the Continent. This lack of  

óhighô culture made it easier for other social classes to travel to Scotland because it seemed ñless 

threatening.ò71 Travellers from different social classes could afford travel which caused tourism 

markets to expand their clientèle and increased the number of visitors to Scotland. 

It is important to know that travellersô responses to the Highlands were dynamic. Robert 

Clyde explores disappointed reactions to the Highlands as it developed into a more modern 

region.  Travellers lamented these changes such as the social reconstruction of the clanship laws, 

which at the time was viewed as a signal of the apparent eclipse of a primitive society.72 In 

contrast, these sorts of changes were welcomed in the Lowlands and the Borders where 

agricultural and industrial development were understood as fruits of the Union and contrasted to 

Highland society. 
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While Scotland was becoming famous for its natural landscapes, it also presented 

locations that benefited from industrialisation. New Lanark, for instance, became a popular 

destination for industrial tourists interested in industrial development.73 Ian Donnachie explores 

industrial tourism in New Lanark to highlight the growing attraction towards lands designed for 

industrial output.74 Donnachie explains how the Scottish tourism market attracted tourists who 

were interested in the potential progress of Scotland and who were inspired by technological 

advancements in places where these improvements were seen to bring outdated and old practices 

into the light of the modern world. The Borders, as we shall see in the next chapter, played an 

ambiguous role in this framing of Scotlandôs past, present and future. And in the analysis, 

visitorsô books play a crucial role in exploring travellersô responses to the Borders and its 

institutions and traditions. 

 

1.10  Visitorsô Books as Sources in Scottish Tourism History  

Alongside the changes to the tourism market in the nineteenth century, businesses began to 

introduce ledgers, such as visitorsô books, to be filled by the clientèle. Visitorsô books offer a 

textual archive which includes personal and other institutional albums, with a genealogy dating 

back to the album amicorum.75 Modern historians have often grouped visitorsô books with other 
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ephemera of travel as neglected sources for the reconstruction of travel culture.76 Visitorsô books 

offer a range of research directionsðmore than just observing the names and dates and 

embracing the study of the content and form of remarks on its pages. The ways a book represents 

an institutional culture, for instance, can be found in the bookôs layout and function.77 Kevin 

James and Patrick Vincent outline their value for comprehending how visitorsô books reflect the 

culture of their institution. Guests who interacted with the books were prompted by questions 

based on the type of establishment.  

The visitorsô book inscriptions (and acts of reading) are seen by Chaim Noy (who studies 

other kinds of institutions), and by Kevin James and Patrick Vincent (who study places of 

commercial accommodation) as elements of complex ñperformances.ò78 For Noy, the visitorsô 

book was a means for guests to interact with the establishment. Though Noy employs non-hotel 

visitorsô books for his analysis, the theoretical framework relates to how guests interacted with 

specific signature books. Visitorsô books act like gears in the machine, contributing to a 

businessôs success. Only through the successful execution of its performance was it rewarded 

with signatures and details given by guests.  

Rita Singer regards the visitorsô book as a blank canvas that didnôt have a strict level of 

supervision to deter writers from altering the bookôs layout. Singer argues that ñmicro-formsò of 

travel writing occur in visitorsô books, where the inscribers construct their persona or ñidentity 

for future readers,ò and thereby create a ñmaterial record of otherwise ephemeral 
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performances.ò79 Alan McNee also highlights the roles of performance, where because of the 

anonymity that the books afforded inscribers, it allowed them to perform without supervision. 

However, with the intention that someone would read their notes.80  

Proprietors used visitorsô books, as well, to gather information about their clientèle. Guestsô 

details ranged from their names, the date of their stay and common remarks for proprietorsô 

reference. The proprietor uses this information to understand the origins of the businessôs 

targeted audiences and even the travellersô migratory patterns during seasons.81 The question of 

the privacy of visitorsô books is complex. The inscriber determined the contents they wished to 

express, and once it was recorded, these details entered the public sphere whether or not the 

traveller understood this.  Therefore, the visitorsô book acted as an alternative to oneôs diary, in 

which the travellers had the opportunity to put their thoughts onto paper and were given a chance 

to reflect on their feelings in a space that other guests could similarly share.  We can also use 

them as historical sources to illuminate tourist flows. The use of information from visitorsô books 

filled during periods near disruptive events, such as wars or the local introduction of new modes 

of transport, can provide insight into societal behaviours especially if there are dramatic changes 

to tourist numbers and travel patterns.82 

Visitorsô books are also helpful in understanding communication between travellers and their 

promotion of asynchronous dialogue. For example, Alan McNee uses these details to outline 

specific modes of communication utilised by specialised travellers, such as cyclists, who use 
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these details to plan their journey.83 The visitorsô books also provided space for dialogue at 

different times. Guests could respond to previous remarks as if the expectation was to have a 

conversation through the pages. Guests were influenced by the details in these books on how to 

navigate the paths and how they should record details for future guestsô reference.  

Inscribers and readers remarked on emotional responses to practices, people and 

surroundings in visitorsô books. Visitorsô books were fluid and customisable, allowing travellers 

to choose what to write about, even when instructed by their hosts on what they should be 

writing.84 Patrick Vincent notes the personal motivations for inscribing in the visitorsô books of 

Chamonix and how the language reflected how isolated spaces became interconnectedò with the 

world of tourism.85 Indeed, visitorsô books served as an outlet for communicating and allowed 

the exploring of oneôs thoughts. This can also be traced to locations that invoke emotions 

sparked by traumatic events or spaces of remembrance.  

At Tibbie Shielôs Inn (or St. Maryôs Cottage), the visitorsô book serves as a source for 

exploring tourist development from the mid-nineteenth century. The earliest book under review 

was started in 1848, when Tibbie Shiel ran the inn, and included volumes up to her death in 

1878, where the inn remained within the family. The hostelryôs fame continued to grow as it 

transformed into a place with layered historical associations. These layers included an era of 

patronage by a celebrated literary fraternity and the long period of superintendence by the 

famous Borders matriarch and her family. The visitorsô books from Tibbie Shielôs Inn provide 

details on the guests and remarks about the components of that day.  

 
83 McNee, ñóScorchersô, óWheelmenô, and óRoad Liceô,ò 307. 
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The remarks also reveal the extent of fluctuations in the number of tourists who visited this 

location. Comments on the mode of transport, for example railway, rambling or, later, the motor 

car, help to chronicle the development of travel infrastructure in the Borders, and reveal 

improved travel times and increased accessibility that new travel technology afforded. 

Tibbie Shielôs Inn was renowned for its rustic hospitality. Visitors were intrigued by the old-

fashioned style of accommodation and celebrated its authenticity. Guests interested in traditional 

inn aesthetics and culture praised Tibbie Shielôs Inn for its hospitality and homely spaces 

because they were seen as disappearing features in the tourism industry. Examining the visitorsô 

books reveals how the guests envisioned and evaluated the inn.  

 The inn and innkeeper were already attractions for their hospitality and rugged charm. Its 

association with famed literary writers, such as the Ettrick Shepherd (James Hogg), caused its 

status to soar and become part of an itinerary for a literary pilgrimage. The inn was a popular 

gathering place for Scottish writers. In its spaces, they weaved stories and interacted with their 

settings. Their work often centred on the famous innkeeper or was inspired by the innôs layout. 

The innôs association with literary greatness cemented its reputation for providing literary 

inspiration, which featured as a theme in travel guidebooks and was supported by the comments 

in the innôs own visitorsô books.  

 

1.11 Summary 

Eighteenth-century Scotland experienced several essential changes to sustain a robust 

tourism industry. The Union of 1707 and the Jacobitesô defeat marked Scotlandôs official joining 

with England to form Great Britain. As Scotland became more assimilated within the Union, the 

symbols and identities associated with it tended to be conflated with those of the Highlands.  In 



 

 

 28 

 

contrast, the Borders offered evidence of the types of progress experienced by partnering with 

England through the Union, but in doing so, became seemingly less Scottish. 

By the end of the eighteenth century into the nineteenth century, tourism became a 

thriving industry in Scotland. Access to maps and travel guidebooks on how to navigate within 

Scotland made travel to Scotland easy. Historical challenges disappeared. Scotland changed from 

being a place of mystery to being a great place to travel. The published works served to support 

and reveal this transition. 

 

 

 Chapter 1: Manufacturing Images of the Scottish Borders for a Wider Tourism 

Market, 1800-1899 

 

The framework of a Scottish travel network that was established in the eighteenth century 

helped to bring in more travellers and opened possibilities to travel to places that were once hard 

to reach. Improved roads and transport technologies decreased travel times while improving 

transport quality. Networks such as more roads and increasing the number of ferry services made 

Scotland even more accessible for travel and tourism. By the time Tibbie Shiel opened her home 

to the public in 1825, Scotland was beginning to experience mass tourism. The number of 

travellers arriving in Scotland grew due to better knowledge from published guidebooks. It was 

also supported by improved transport and more accommodations for travellers, which supported 

each other. Inns such as the one Tibbie Shiel operated from St. Maryôs Loch, Selkirkshire, were 

featured in travel guidebooks and presented new opportunities for travellers to sightsee and 

interact with spaces that were not previously known to the public. The attractions attributed to 
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the ineffable charm of Scotland began to vanish as a result of more details emerging about the 

secrets of Scotland. Everything a traveller wanted to know was recorded in published guidebooks 

and maps that provided information for planning their itineraries.1 This also caused once-

overlooked locations to be included in the broader tourism network, as they were reinvented for 

tourism purposes, such as the Scottish Borders. In short, the Scottish Borders showed signs of 

improving its tourism capabilities in the early nineteenth century because of its development.  

Centuries of wars and raiding parties made the Borders appear a dangerous place. Ruined 

castles were signals of this history. The Borders were also limited in their potential for 

improvement because of their extremely hilly and poor reputation for their quality of life. The 

hills were primarily used for sheep farming, and the amount of arable land was ñcomparatively 

small.ò2  This became the image associated with the Borders until the mid to late eighteenth 

century when travellers began to focus their sights on the Highlands. The Borders experienced 

more visitors as travellers arriving in the Highlands increased. 

 In the nineteenth century, the Borders improved its manufacturing and agricultural 

capabilities and experienced greater prosperity. Over time, the Borders developed a transport 

infrastructure that primarily served their industries and the townspeople. A by-product of this 

effective network was its ability to support travel and tourism. In this chapter, we will explore 

how literary reinterpretations transformed the Borders and how the transport infrastructure, 

which originated out of the need to support industrial growth, was also facilitated tourism in the 

nineteenth century. 

 
1 Katherine Haldane Grenier, Tourism and Identity in Scotland, 1770-1914: Creating Caledonia  
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2.1 Earlier Interpretations of the Borders as a óSpace Betweenô 

 

Until the eighteenth century, the Borders were overwhelmingly agricultural, industrially 

underdeveloped, and portrayed as dangerous. Sources depicting the Borders focussed on 

violence, which made the Borders distinct compared to the rest of Scotland. The Borders were 

caught in the middle of violence and warfare for centuries, which required constant rebuilding 

and repairs.3 Borderers were reluctant to invest in repairing buildings because of the regular 

occurrence of raiders and war parties, which rendered repairs redundant. Travellers to the 

Borders described it as being in a state of decay.4 Even structures from the fourteenth century 

were used as alternatives to constructing new buildings. For example, the Smailholm tower, just 

west of Kelso in the Borders, was said to have been abandoned until an old widow took 

ownership of the tower sometime in the seventeenth century.5 The Borders developed a negative 

reputation because of a past associated with instability, which caused town repairs and building 

expansions to be stunted.  

In the eighteenth century, English travellers noticed changes to the Borders and heralded 

it as a product of the Union of 1707. The Border counties were early to show signs of 

improvement due to their proximity to England. On 3 March 1771, Thomas Pennant made a note 

of entering Scotland from Berwick as being ñunpromisingò, seeing poorly maintained buildings 

near the borderline, only to be rejuvenated by the sight of progress in the presence of ñproperò 

housing which he concluded by describing the small village of Eytown as ña new colony in a 

 
3 Paul Readman, ñLiving a British Borderland: Northumberland and the Scottish Borders in the Long Nineteenth 

Century,ò in Borderlands in World History, 1700-1914 (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014), 182. 
4 John Veitch, The History and Poetry of the Scottish Border: Their Main Features and Relations (United Kingdom: 

J. Maclehose, 1878), 507. 
5 Walter Scott, Border Antiquities of England & Scotland (United Kingdom: Longman & Company, 1813), 151. 
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wretched country.ò6 This was a moment that Pennant offered his appraisal of the Borders for 

adopting new methods of construction that he believed were absent in previous years. Julie Rak 

explains how ñthe remodeling of the land to look like Englandôs landò was to promote the 

development of an ñeconomic unionò which provided resources for British international trade.7 

Travellers were interested in exploiting Scotlandôs potential for economic growth and travelling 

to remote places allowed Unionist writers to survey alternative options for Scotland to contribute 

to Britainôs improvement.8 

In Dr. John Veitchôs History and Poetry of the Scottish Border (1878), the Borders fell 

into a larger category of the Lowlands or sometimes the ñSouthern Lowlands.ò9 The purpose of 

his book was to lay the foundations of how the Borders should be perceived since it displayed 

differences in its lifestyle and work practices compared to the ones found in the upper Lowlands 

and Highlands.10  In the later part of the eighteenth century, conflicts decreased, and the Borders 

began to grow and improve.  

The Borders provided a glimpse into what was to be experienced in Scotland. By 

attributing its advances to the Union and regarding the Borderers as patriots of Britain, writers 

developed a narrative of progress. Travel and tourism grew in popularity through the counties of 

Roxburgh, Selkirkshire, Peebles, Dumfriesshire and Berwick. Visiting the Borders was not a new 

concept. After the Union of 1707, more people crossed into Scotland, and sometimes they only 

had access to the Borders because of the lack of transport or reliable travel networks for greater 

 
6 Thomas Pennant, A Tour in Scotland 1769, vol.1 (London: Benji, 1776), 53. 
7 Julie Rak, ñThe Improving Eye: Eighteenth-Century Picturesque Travel and Agricultural Change in the Scottish 

Highlands,ò Studies in Eighteenth-Century Culture 27, no. 1 (1998): 353. 
8 Linda Colley, Britons: Forging the Nation 1707-1837 (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1992), 

120. 
9 Veitch, The History and Poetry of the Scottish Border, 1. 
10 Veitch, preface to The History and Poetry of the Scottish Border, v. 
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distances. Once these factors were resolved, travellers pushed through the Borders to visit the 

Highlands after the end of the Jacobite uprising in 1746. This was mainly because the landscapes 

found in the Borders, and now its customs, began to seem quaint and even familiar for travellers 

searching for different and unfamiliar experiences. Published travel literature brought together 

the necessary details to reintroduce readers to the Borders and showcase what the Borders had to 

offer the tourist.    

 

 

 

2.2  Interpretations of the Borders Culture in Literature  

The late eighteenth century saw the Borders become integrated with Britain. Before the 

Jacobite rebellions, early travellers regularly visited the Borders because of the limitations of 

transport and available knowledge on navigating the lands. Travellers were searching for new 

lands to explore. The Highlands provided new and unique opportunities for travellers and 

quickly became a popular destination in Scotland. Christopher Smout lists the fascination of 

ñbarbaryò and natural aesthetics were appreciated if one was ñhardyò enough.11  The Scottish 

Highlands and Highlanders were regarded as part of a ñcivilisation worth visiting and interacting 

with.ò12 The towns in the Scottish Borders became familiar to travellers because they bore 

similar appearances to the ones found in northern England.13 Coinciding with these 

interpretations of the Borders was a literature that described Scotland as óNorth Britainô, 

 
11 Christopher Smout, ñTours in the Scottish Highlands from the Eighteenth to the Twentieth  

Centuries,ò Northern Scotland 5, no. 1 (1982): 100. 
12 Robert Clyde, From Rebel to Hero: The Image of the Highlander, 1745-1830 (East Linton, Scotland: Tuckwell 

Press, 1995), 121.  
13 Alastair J. Durie, Scotland and Tourism: The Long View, 1700ï2015. Taylor and Francis, 2017), 14. 
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signalling Scotlandôs absorption into Britain following the Union of 1707 and the dissolution of 

the formal border between Scotland and England. The end of the boundary that divided Scotland 

from England altered the perception of the Borders and its inhabitants to become more familiar.  

Visitorsô expectations were impacted by travel literature on the Scottish Borders. Before 

the significant Jacobite conflicts ended in 1746, accounts of the Borders focussed on their 

differences rather than their similarities. For example, in his tour of England and Scotland in 

1707, James Brome juxtaposed English and Scottish culture by constantly inquiring about the 

strange customs he observed while travelling by cart along the Borders with a ófine, poor 

peasantô who was later identified as a Scottish stone mason.14 Here, Brome toured the Borders to 

educate members of his abbey in Newcastle or any traveller ñwho desired to be made acquainted 

with the situation and curiosities of these parts.ò15 Bromeôs observations presented the Scottish 

Borderers as ñnativesò or ñinhabitantsò of spaces regarded as foreign.16  

The late eighteenth century saw the Borders become more accessible and familiar to 

English travellers because of the improvements caused by post-Union developments. Travellers 

began to describe their admiration for the Borderers and sometimes referred to them as having an 

advantage over the ordinary Englishman. In 1792, the English writer and vicar of Peasmarsh in 

East Sussex, John Lettice, visited the town of Moffat and observed the townôs market during 

excessive rains. The extent the townspeople continued with their day-to-day lives, despite the 

weather, inspired Lettice to conclude his thoughts by stating that ñno other in Europe perhaps 

will be found, who meet the severest cold with more patience and resolution.ò17 It is worth 

 
14 James Brome, Travels over England, Scotland and Wales (United Kingdom: London, 1707), 79. 
15 Brome, preface to Travels over England, Scotland and Wales (United Kingdom: London, 1707), i. 
16 Brome, Travels over England, Scotland and Wales, 80. 
17 John Lettice, Letters on a Tour Through Various Parts of Scotland: In the Year 1792 (United Kingdom: T. Cadell, 

1794), 27. 
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noting that Lettice wanted to add more detail to Scotlandôs image, which were popularised by 

Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), James Macpherson (1736-1796), and Thomas Pennant (1726-

1798), whom Lettice regarded as having prejudiced views towards the Scots. For Lettice, this 

tour was to introduce readers to the areas of improvement that could be found in Scotland since 

the Union of 1707.  

The Borders and the Lowlands were slow to improve their industries, at least in the eyes 

of their English neighbours. Agriculture, for instance, faced labour shortages which impacted the 

number of crops planted and the harvest yielding.18 Letticeôs perspective shows the touristôs 

admiration for locations which paralleled natural aesthetics and its potential for improvement.19 

Travellers imagined how to use and advance Scotlandôs industries to support the British 

empire.20 Providing advice on where to develop and how to accomplish it, Lettice used these 

insights to inform his readers that the new partnership between England and Scotland had grown 

in strength.21  

Travellers detected the effects of the Union through town developments and landscape 

features in the Borders, which were similar to the ones in northern England. Some travellers 

expressed their disappointment with the lack of distinctiveness they hoped to observe. Stebbing 

Shaw published his travel journal in 1788, where he boarded a late-night ferry off the west coast 

due for Scotland. Shawôs arrival in Dumfries began with excitement and fell into disappointment 

because of the underwhelming initial first experience. Shaw noted how the town layout and 

architecture were too similar to those in northern England and lacked the óScottishnessô he 

 
18 Lettice, Letters on a Tour, 40. 
19 Lettice, Letters on a Tour, 39. 
20 Rak, ñImproving Eye,ò 353. 
21 Lettice, preface to Letters on a Tour, iv. 
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envisioned. It is worth noting that the time of Shawôs arrival was late, and consequently, there 

were not many people to interact with. The following day, Shaw and his company visited the 

town market. Although his interactions with the townspeople marked their official arrival in 

Scotland, ñsome few natives which we met, both in dress and language, convinced us of our 

arrival into Scotland.ò22 The people and their garments represented a Scottish stereotype that 

proclaimed their arrival to Scotland. This meant the Scottish Borders developed enough to 

become familiar to English travellers while the inhabitants remained different and continued to 

exhibit distinctly Scottish characteristics. 

The inability to distinguish between Scotland and England caused the Borders counties, 

such as Selkirkshire, to have connotations of being too familiar for English tourists, making them 

less likely to be final destinations.23 By comparing these accounts by Brome in 1707 and 

Letticeôs remarks from 1788, there was a clear line of progress in which the Scottish Borders 

increasingly resembled Englandôs northern counties. The result of the Borders becoming more 

recognisable to English travellers was that it made travelling the Borders more comfortable 

because of its familiarity. Still, the resemblance also meant there was less motivation to stay in 

the Borders. The Highlands provided these spaces that were new and different, which pushed 

travellers through the Borders instead of being their final destination.24  

 

2.3  The Influence of Travel Literature on Expanding the Tourist Clientèle 

 
22 Stebbing Shaw, A Tour in 1787 from London to the Western Highlands of Scotland: Including Excursions to the 

Lakes of Westmorland and Cumberland, vol. 1 (United Kingdom: L. Davis; Messrs. Robson and Clarke; W. 

Lowndes; H. Gardner; and J. Walker, 1788), 104. 
23 Grenier, Tourism and Identity in Scotland, 49; The Borders counties from east to west are: Roxburghshire, 

Selkirkshire, Peeblesshire, and Berwickshire. Sometimes the óBordersô also include Dumfriesshire, part of 

Midlothian, and also Kirkcudbrightshire.  
24 Thomas Humphrey Ward, The Reign of Queen Victoria: A Survey of Fifty Years of Progress (London: Smith, 

Elder, & Company, 1887), 3. 
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Excursions through the Borders began to be publicised in travel journals and travel 

guidebooks in the early nineteenth century after Thomas Telford constructed extensive roads. 

Since routes to the Highlands meant passing through the Borders, travel writers began to craft 

suggested travel itineraries that could support tourism in the Borders. Katherine Grenier notes the 

impact of previous development, such as transport and tourism literature, helped form guidelines 

on how to navigate the Borders.25 Travel writers intended to use their content for advertising and 

informing their readers about places that would have piqued their interests. The counties in the 

Borders, such as Selkirkshire, were featured in guidebooks as places that accommodated 

travellers. Improved transports also enhanced the journeyôs quality, including sightseeing 

locations and places for room and board, such as Tibbie Shielôs Inn.  

 

2.4  Landscape and Nature-Seeking in the Borders 

 

Locations not featured in travel guidebooks or destinations that could attract specific 

tourists were now accessible to a much wider audience. Soon, guidebooks began to arrange their 

topics and destinations by including themes and places of interest to particular tourists. Writers 

who were fond of nature and romantic atmospheres conveyed these details to attract travellers 

who would similarly appreciate these characteristics, such as Loch Katrine. In The Scientific 

Tourist: Through England, Scotland, and Wales (1818), Thomas Walford visited locations that 

he believed would interest the ñantiquarian, mineralogist, botanical tourist, or admirer of the 

sublime and beautiful scenery.ò26 These details helped to contextualise settings and describe 

 
25 Grenier, Tourism and Identity in Scotland, 49. 
26 Thomas Walford, preface to The Scientific Tourist through England, Wales, & Scotland, vol.1 (United Kingdom: 
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elements that could attract tourists. Selkirkshire was described as a ñdistrict (which) excited ideas 

that must interest every tourist who possess the slightest portion of enthusiasm or romance.ò27  

Nature was a strong motivator for travelling to Scotland. The Borders were known for its 

striking natural environment and admired for its primarily unaltered landscape. In Dorothy 

Wordsworthôs Recollections of a Tour Made in Scotland (1803), she recounts how she, her 

brother William Wordsworth (1770-1850), and their companion Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-

1834) toured Scotland and appreciated its natural landscapes. Their longing to travel to Scotland 

stemmed from a deep appreciation of its environmental beauty. Dorothy Wordsworth (1771-

1855) was attracted to the natural beauties of the Borders and how any alterations harmed its 

ecological charm. Dorothy Wordsworth spoke plainly about her experiences and grounded in her 

observations which promoted a clearer description of early nineteenth-century Scotland. This 

was found when remarking on the houses, which were ñof dull uniformity,ò feeling out of place 

in their natural environment.28 Wordsworth recounted her experiences with nature when she 

visited the moors overlooking Liddisdale, near the Borders town of Hawick, where she felt 

ñstrongly the power of nature over me.ò29  Many travellers, including the Wordsworths, visited 

Scotland to interact with spaces untouched by the advances of society. Wordsworth was 

fascinated with outdated practices, as highlighted by her remarks while inspecting a small stone 

hut that she described as ñcomfortless and dirty,ò though, because of its rugged aesthetics and 

rustic functionality, the hut was imbued with admiration as a piece of ingenuity and romantic 

 
27 Walford, The Scientific Tourist, 10. 
28 Dorothy Wordsworth, Recollections of a Tour Made in Scotland, A.D. 1803 (United Kingdom: Edmonston and 
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29 Dorothy Wordsworth, Journals of Dorothy Wordsworth, ed. by William Knight (United 

Kingdom: Macmillan, 1897), 184; Wordsworth, Recollections of a Tour, 270. 
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associations: ñI daresay will be as warm as a willows nest in winter.ò30 Travellers who searched 

for remnants of the past were fascinated with the unfamiliar and the environmental focus that 

linked it to a time when industrialisation was not altering landscapes and environments. The 

links to the past were also formed through the locationôs historical context and the stories that 

continue to promote the Borders in diverse ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.5 History Seeking in the Borders 

 

           The search for spaces of antiquity and historical significance was an enduring attraction to 

visit the Borders. This was because there was a high concentration of old battlegrounds, cultural 

interblending, and standing ruins that reflected a timeline of events that reflected the regionôs 

experience over centuries. This was identified by Daniel Defoe (1660-1731), a prolific English 

writer from the eighteenth century.31 On his 1734 tour of Britain, Defoe admired the Borders as a 

historical graveyard. Pieces of the past appeared throughout its landscape. They were only 

shadows of their original selves, ñlike wounds hastily healed up, the callous spread over them 

being removed, they appear presently.ò32 Defoe associated the scarred landscape, caused by 

centuries of occupation and wars, with romantic themes that invoked emotional responses to 

tragedy. The Borders featured dramatic spaces that echoed a historical past, which he admired 

 
30 Wordsworth, Recollections of a Tour, 5. 
31 John J. Richetti, preface to Daniel Defoe (Boston, Mass: T. Wayne Publishers, 1987), vii. 
32 Daniel Defoe, Curious and Diverting Journies, Throô the Whole Island of Great-Britain (United Kingdom: G. 

Parker, at the Star in Salisbury-Court, Fleet-street., 1734), 683-84. 
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for their historical import. Defoe outlined how the remains of fortifications have defaced the 

landscape, ñyet they are beautiful, even in their decay.ò33 The Borders offered visitors such 

picturesque and Gothic themes.34 In the previous chapter, we discussed the aesthetic codes and 

their affiliation to locations that motivated travellers to visit the places to experience these 

emotions. The Highlands were especially associated with the sublime. If the Highlands 

represented the world of sublime, then the Borders offered picturesque scenes and spaces. 

Charles Hartshorne gave historical details on locations near the Borders, such as the Abbey of 

Jedburgh, to explain its political and feudal past.35 In the preface to Feudal and Military 

Antiquities of Northumberland and the Scottish Borders (1858), Hartshorne remarked that the 

Borders had been reduced to ñdepressing earth worksò and how the ñrelentless agency of time 

will cease exercising its destructive influence.ò36 Sights of ruined abbeys and rugged terrain 

attracted the viewer to these settings. The view of Gothic landscapes enabled visitors to interact 

with the macabre and the mysteries found in desolate landscapes in the Borders.37    

Historical significance and storytelling were influential in preserving cultural heritage 

and distinguishing places from locations with similar characteristics. Travel literature was critical 

in providing context on locations of historical significance. William Howitt showed how 

associating historical context with locations provided a layer of distinction and importance. In 

his Visits to Remarkable Places (1842), Howitt travelled to locations of personal interest that 

were often battlegrounds or places of violence. While visiting the Borders, Howitt remarked on 

 
33 Defoe, Curious and Diverting Journies, 684. 
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ruined fortifications on the Tweed, which he then identified as a place graced by historical 

individuals, such as the place where John Baliol swore fealty to Edward I of England.38 By 

associating locations with historical events and people, the spaces were distinct and 

recognisable.39 John Menzie began his published book by stating in the preface that the Borders 

were ña district celebrated in history, and remarkable throughout for its splendid display of 

wood, water, hills, ruins, and fertile fields - Border tradition, and Border tale, can never lose their 

(poets) interest.ò40 Menzieôs descriptions of the Borders contained  a common trope shared in 

workers by other writers. John Mackay Wilson, a Scottish writer and editor from the Berwick 

Advertiser, in his 1855 edition of Berwick, The Borders and the Land of Scot, described the 

Borders as having developed a reputation for its antiquity as a result of the decades of prolonged 

turmoil and conflict between the Borderers, and also  between the kingdoms of England and 

Scotland.41 Depending on the writerôs interest, readers were persuaded to visit the abbey where 

William Wallace was speculated to have been named òProtector of the Realmò or witness the 

ruins of old forts erected during the centuries of wars fought between England and Scotland. The 

result was a strong interest in the remnants of historical tragedies left to the elements and 

cemented these landscapes within the framework of Scottish tourism. 

 

2.6  Poetry and the Borders 
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Another popular reason to visit the Borders was to view and experience places associated 

with the great Scottish poets of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries who were instrumental in 

constructing an image of the Lowlands and Borders. For tourists, these attractions were a means 

to interact with spaces that inspired writers, where they could also be inspired for their own 

works and to inhabit areas where their celebrities once resided. Many popular images of the 

Lowlands, for instance, were attributed to the works of Robert Burns, who was regarded as one 

of the architects for constructing the Lowland character. William and Dorothy Wordsworth 

admired Burns, whom they believed encapsulated the essence of the Lowland character in his 

literary work. The influence of Burns and his works had such an effect that Dorothy and William 

Wordsworth were compelled to visit the home he resided in before he passed away, and later 

visited his grave to feel even closer to the man they admired.42  

Burns was a renowned poet who presented concepts about the differences in Scottish 

Lowland lifestyles and the landscapes of this area which attracted travellers who were still 

fixated on the Highlands. Similarly, the poetic works on the Borders helped construct 

interpretations of Borders culture and provided meaning to spaces that were otherwise dull. Two 

persons who were highly regarded for their portrayal of the Borders were John Leyton (1775-

1811) and James Hogg (1770-1835), also known as the Ettrick Shepherd. John Leyton began as a 

young assistant to Walter Scott, who at the time was collecting materials for his Minstrelsy. 

Though Leyton passed away at a young age, he contributed to the Minstrelsy by providing two 

works: Lord Soulis and the Cout of Keeldar. In these works, Leyden gave romantic appraisals 

which conveyed his love towards the Borders and gave the earliest sympathetic appraisal of the 
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area and its features.43 His works were considered realistic rather than exaggerated, which 

grounded his descriptions of the Borders for its literal beauty and spoke of his admiration for the 

simplicity of spaces. The impact of Leydenôs involvement with the poets of the Borders caused 

his hometown, Denholm, to become associated with his fame, cemented his legacy as an 

authentic Borders minstrel.44 

Another poet who was integral to raising the Borderôs profile as a place of poetic 

inspiration was the ñEttrick Shepperdò, James Hogg. Of the poets that were part of constructing 

the Borderôs image, Hogg was essential for continuing the tradition of fairytales and their 

presence within Borders folklore. This was because Hogg was part of literary circles around the 

time when fairytales were phasing out. Hoggôs experiences with fairytales helped to inject the 

same mythological qualities into the perceptions of the Borders.45 Through Hoggôs imaginative 

efforts, the vision of the Borders representing mystical realms and fairytale-like features were 

rejuvenated and reintroduced into the literary circles of the time and became the central to 

popular ideas of the Borders. This was found in his work Lochy-Law, in which Hogg explained 

how the purity and beauty of the landscape was influenced by the fairy realm in order to entice 

the imagination of readers into believing the mythical potential of the Borders.46 By associating 

the landscapes with mystical characteristics, combined with the natural aesthetics outlined by 

John Leyden, the Borders became an attractive location for literary travellers who wished to 

experience the same landscapes to find inspiration for their own works. 

 
43 John Veitch, The History and Poetry of the Scottish Border: Their Main Features and Relations (Glasgow: J. 
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46 Veitch, The History and Poetry of the Scottish Border, 359. 
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This was certainly the case when exploring the effects of Sir Walter Scott. There is 

perhaps no one more famous in the construction of Scotlandôs image than Scott, which is why it 

comes with little surprise that his presence is still felt in the Borders. For Dr. John Veitch, the 

Borders fueled Scottôs imagination with its history, Borders culture and dramatic landscapes.47 

Having a deep affiliation with the area, Scott was seen as the celebrity of the Borders and 

represented the Borders in what it had to offer, such as the Border Ballad and By Lone St. Maryôs 

Lake.48 By bringing together writers such as Leyden and Hogg, Scott was able to fuse their 

voices with his own to usher in a renewed appraisal of the Borders, that brought the ñfresh spirit 

of old romance into modern British poetry and fiction.ò49 Scottôs death in 1832 caused his 

Borders home, Abbotsford in Melrose, to become a famous attraction for literary admirers, 

which travellers regularly visited to feel closer to their celebrity and interact with the spaces 

which Scott inhabited years prior.  

 

2.7  Growing Industry in the Borders 

The Borders also offered locations of industrial progress and urban improvement which 

caught the attention of industrial enthusiasts for their published works. Guidebooks such as 

David Lochôs A Tour through Most of the Trading Towns and Villages of Scotland (1778) helped 

to direct travellers towards prominent industrial locations that have been converted by machinery 

and human ingenuity. The town of Selkirk, for instance, was featured in this edition and gave 

basic details on the number of workers and their primary source of production, wool, and its 
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manufacturing process in 1778.50 Other examples of improvement were found within the Borders 

towns. For example, the town of Galashiels showed signs of these improvements, which were 

reported in 1845, just as the new railway line was commissioned to be constructed: 

 

On visiting the town of Galashiels lately, we were struck with the great progress it 

had made in new manufactories and handsome dwellings and shops. Victoria 

Buildings is a place worth of Edinburgh. The population of the town is now fully 

five thousand, there are three banks in it, all doing well.51  

 

 

In these cases, Borders towns were applauded for advancing. These observations lauded 

patriotic initiatives that supported the Union for its role in exchanging ideas and influencing the 

process of industrialisation.  

 

2.8  Building a Travel Infrastructure in the Borders 

For logistical reasons, the development of road networks in the Borders was crucial in 

supporting travel throughout the rest of Scotland. Unfortunately, road conditions in the Scottish 

Borders remained in a state of slow decay until the late eighteenth century, which contributed to 

dissuading leisure travellers from visiting unless necessary. All previous roads were rough trails 

that had been used since the early medieval period and could not sustain the travel needs of the 

time. This was also because Scotland established a travel infrastructure slower when compared to 

England. Stagecoaches, for instance, were introduced to England in 1658, with more coach 

services and road networks on their way. Twenty years later, in 1678, the Magistrates and 

Provost of Glasgow began their discussions with William Hume of Edinburgh to establish a 
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stage-coach service between Edinburgh and Glasgow once a week.52 Unfortunately, the serviceôs 

success was still undermined by the poor state of the roads, which caused excessive damage that 

became expensive to maintain. 

The result of the military campaigns in the Scottish Highlands during the Jacobite 

uprisings witnessed for more road improvement initiatives and road expansion projects. 

Following the governmentôs ambition for road expansion, the number of acts approved between 

1760 to 1774 to construct and repair highways reached 452.53 Even with a greater focus on road 

development, evidence suggested there was little improvement. Dorothy Wordsworth spoke of 

the journey to Loch Tummel in Perthshire from Loch Rannoch, where she and her brother 

William were subjected to walking alongside their horse team as a result of the roads being in 

such poor conditions: ñadd the fatigue of leading the horses, and the rough roads, you will not 

wonder that we longed for rest.ò54 The Berwickshire author Samuel Smiles (1812-1904), best 

known for his works Self Help (1859) and Thrift (1875), also noted how the roads nearly caused 

the death of the heir to the English throne, when in September 1789, the Prince of Wales was 

overturned in his carriage by another cart in a narrow portion of the road on his way from 

Wentworth hall to London.55 This example demonstrated that even England, where road 

improvements were meant to be better than the roads found in Scotland, had a problem with 

inefficient road construction methods. The descriptions of the road quality and the risks of travel 

understandably painted a picture of futility. 
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Roadmaking took a lot of work, and only with the right technologies of road 

improvement and capital did streets and highways begin to show progress. The man who was 

instrumental in road development in Scotland, including most of the roads in the Highlands, was 

Scottish engineer Thomas Telford (1757-1834). Telfordôs methods included using materials that 

were better for water drainage and building new roads that would avoid as many inclines as 

possible, which improved the traction of the carriage for better control while minimizing the 

chances to lose power exerted by the horse teams.56 Through these techniques, efficient road 

travel across the Scottish and English border increased. 

By the 1760s, most highways, including the great roads, were bought and privatized, 

resulting in the creation of private highway funds.57 These funds were used to maintain roads and 

building newer highways that were faster and longer, which improved travel effectiveness. This 

development was complemented by new coaching technologies, such as the steel suspension 

system built in the 1660s and improved carriage operators and horse teams.58 In Scotland, there 

was an increasing number of stagecoach services that were appearing in towns, with more than 

one coach operating at a time. Stagecoaches were slower to integrate in Scotland because of the 

poor road conditions or the restrictions caused by the small number of routes they could access. 

Scottish stagecoach services began to solely operate out of the Scottish capital of Edinburgh in 

the year 1769, with two stagecoaches travelling between Edinburgh and Leith.59 A third 

 
56 Robert Stevenson, Roads & Highways: Communicated to the Editor of The Edinburgh Encyclopaedia (United 

Kingdom: A. Balfour & Company, 1824), 6; Victoria Henshaw, ñRoadmaking in Scotland,ò in Scotland and the 

British Army, 1700-1750: Defending the Union (United Kingdom: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2014), 166. 
57 Hugh Barclay, Law of Highways: The General Turnpike Act, the General Statute Labour Act for Scotland, and the 

Whole Other Acts Relative to Highways; with Practical Notes and Digest of Decided Cases in England and Scotland 

on Questions of Roads, Etc. (United Kingdom: T. & T. Clark, 1847), 33. 
58 Robert Kemp Philp, The History of Progress in Great Britain (United Kingdom: Houlston and Wright, 1859), 

158. 
59 Hugo Arnot, The History of Edinburgh, From the Earliest Accounts to the year 1780 (United Kingdom: Thomas 

Turnbull, 1816), 509. 
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stagecoach was also in use which travelled between Edinburgh and London, acting as the only 

service at the time. By 1783, there were stagecoaches óto every considerable town in Scotland ï 

often with two or three working at a time.ò60 Borderers were not as constrained by the lack of 

carriages in the area since the majority travelled on foot. However, the roads became more of a 

necessity as industrial and agricultural advances became more prevalent. At that point, decisions 

had to be made to meet the demands of the industries from these towns in the Borders. 

 

 

 

2.9  Travel Infrastructure Supporting Borders Industries  

 

Roads were the veins and arteries of the nation, which connected cities to towns and 

markets. Smiles explained it as ñwhat bind(s) together society and bring out fully that healthy 

spirit of industry which is the life and soul of every nation.ò61 Improving roads was also helpful 

to the locals, who could get to places more quickly and were able to improve communication 

with neighbouring towns and villages. This was the case in Selkirkshire, the county where Tibbie 

Shielôs Inn was located. Proper road developments began in Selkirkshire after parliament had 

passed an act in 1764, when over 12 miles of roads were to be built, which included turnpikes, 

from Hawick to the town of Selkirk, through Crosslee in Renfrewshire and up to Edinburgh, with 

a few strands reaching towards Galashiels.62 Further actions drew in the towns of Moffat and 

Annandale from the town of Selkirk that ran alongside the Yarrow and Ettrick.  

 
60 Arnot, The History of Edinburgh, 509. 
61 Smiles, The Life of Thomas Telford, 1. 
62 George Chalmers, Caledonia, Or an Account, Historical and Topographic, of North Britain, from the Most 

Ancient to the Present Times: With a Dictionary of Places, Chorographical and Philological (United Kingdom: 

Cadell and Davies, 1810), 993. 
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For the county of Selkirkshire, the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century 

were characterised by innovation and infrastructure development. Alongside these road projects, 

bridges were being repaired and new ones were being built on mountain paths and rivers. In a 

1782 survey, Andrew Wigan was amazed by the innovations and advances in developing the 

lands since his previous report. Through improved cultivation techniques and accessibility to 

farming supplies, such as lime used for fertiliser, Selkirkshire prospered for some time and 

accumulated an estimated annual income of £32,000 beginning in 1782.63  

The significance of these roads was their ability to support Selkirkshireôs agricultural and 

textile industries. Selkirkshireôs hilly terrain restricted the ability to expand farming lands and 

minimised how many manufacturing buildings could be erected. However, Selkirk and 

Galashiels were important locations since they could use their surroundings to support industrial 

growth and the space for animal husbandry. This meant improvements in the travel infrastructure 

to Selkirk and Galashiels were important. By 1830, businessmen from Hawick and Galashiels 

were keen to draft plans of expansion in Selkirkshireôs industrial sectors, primarily focusing on 

Selkirk, as its proximity to the river Yarrow gave it an abundant source of water for efficient 

woollen mill operations and had enough space to bundle industries together.64 Roads helped 

sustain the already present infrastructure and improved the rate of establishing new industries. 

The towns of Moffat, Annandale, Galashiels, and Selkirk were able to improve their 

communication, which enabled increased trade of farming supplies and accessibility to markets. 

By 1837, coach services were operating from these towns, even with mail services operating on 

Sundays. Alongside the road development was the improvement of carriages and horse teams, 

 
63 Chalmers, Caledonia, 994. 
64 Clifford Gulvin, The Tweedmakers: A History of the Scottish Fancy Woollen Industry 1600-1914 (United 

Kingdom: David & Charles, 1973), 89. 
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which were fundamental to sustaining manufacturing efficiency and lowering transaction costs. 

In addition, Galashiels developed a coal depot for better managing their coal imports, of which 

their estimated annual consumption was 3,000 tons of coal.65 The improved roads also supported 

heavier traffic, allowing the number of carts using the road to increase to six a day, making it 

easier to transport coal and lime to nearby towns.  

 

 

 

 

2.10  Railway Travel in the Borders 

The Borders began with small, urban industrial economies that were growing in size 

during the nineteenth century. Selkirk, for one, was renowned for producing high-valued woollen 

products because of the available space for sheep-rearing and the ability to access a water source 

for powering machinery. A common issue was the cost it took to transport these valuable goods 

to markets, as a result of poor transport systems, by carriage, when compared to towns that had 

access to railway stations. In 1844 this situation began to change when the North British Railway 

(NBR) received parliamentary authorisation to build a railway line that began in Edinburgh and 

travelled to Berwick. The NBR committee estimated the total cost to be £10,000 per mile, and all 

expenses were to be covered by the London-based company.66 It was completed in 1846. These 

projects quickly began to include railway lines that connected towns, and by 1849 the line to 

Hawick was completed, which also passed through the Galashiels. In 1854, there was a 

 
65 Hall, The History of Galashiels, 100. 
66 Hall, The History of Galashiels, 122. 
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discussion over the extension to Selkirkðbeing only 5 miles from Galashielsðthat would 

enable Selkirk to have the connections it required to lower the costs of goods transport since 

there was a growing need for wool that would be used in the tweed clothing styles of this 

period.67 The deal was finalised on 31 July 1854 and saw the creation of the independent railway 

company: the Selkirk and Galashiels Railway. The railway line was completed on 5 April 1856, 

with stations placed in Abbotsford ferry, Lindean and Selkirk; an article boasted of the scenic 

views ñgenerally skirting the sides of those beautiful haughs which lie in itsô path.ò68 Around the 

same time, the Caledonian Railway Company (CRC) began to express interest in laying new 

railway lines in the Borders. The NBR was said to have their lines through Liddesdale, while the 

CRC was pushed for Langholm. Towns were open to negotiations with these railway companies 

to draw up development plans, although the choice came down to which line cost the least for 

transporting goods.69 Manufacturers from Galashiels, noting the cost of coal, supported the NBR 

line. Soon after the lineôs creation, the Selkirk and Galashiels Railway company was absorbed by 

the NBR in 1859, with pressure to have the passenger trains continue to run on Sundays.70 This 

decision faced intense backlash since the majority of the population in the Borders were still 

devoted churchgoers, which caused the railway operating on Sundays to be seen as poor taste. 

The NBR nonetheless continued running on Sundays and increased the number of passenger cars 

by six in 1863, with an additional seven more to make thirteen by 1887.71  

 
67 George Philip, ñSelkirkshire,ò in Philipsô Touristôs companion to the counties of Scotland, and Pocket Atlas 

(United Kingdom: G. Philip & son, ltd., 1858), 23. 
68 N.T., The Railway Times, 26 March 1859, 355. 
69 ñSupplment to Herapathôs Journal,ò Herapathôs Railway Magazine, Commercial Journal, and Scientific Review 

(London: Fleet Street, 1845), 706. 
70 Donald J. Grant, Directory of the Railway Companies of Great Britain (United Kingdom: Troubador Publishing 

Limited, 2017), 493. 
71 These passenger cars would later be commandeered by the military during World War One which enabled for 

higher numbers of troops and supplies to be transported to their intended destinations. 
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Figure 2.1: Map of the Selkirk and Galashiels Railway Line, 1873. Taken from John Murrayôs Handbook for 

Travellers in Scotland. Image released to the public domain.  

 

Just as the roads were repurposed for tourism and travel, the introduction of railways to 

Borders towns serviced travellers pursuing day-long excursions, where travellers could take a 

train to their destination, accomplish their tasks, and then return home that same day.72 Tourists 

were no longer as strained to find accommodations for the night, which meant the inns were 

optional, whereas, before the railway lines, they were often necessities. Opportunities for 

improvement and accessibility were also outlined in the literature that suggested how farms 

could benefit from more railway lines. In the Southern Counties Register and Directory (1866), 
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the authors provided insight into the agricultural system in place and their suggestions for 

expanding railway lines through this area, which he labelled as ñthe Valeò, to ensure farmers had 

access to more resources.73 Business owners were not the only ones to record the changes 

brought on by the railways. Travel guide writers made comments about environmental 

conditions being impacted by the railway lines, in which ñthe air is no longer what it used to be,ò 

summarising the changes in travel technology, mainly referencing railway exhaustðcaused 

Borders towns to lose their appeal to the nature-seeking tourist.74 They signalled the extent to 

which the Borders had been transformed. 

 

2.11 Summary 

 

From the Union of 1707 to the end of the nineteenth century, the Borders experienced a 

transformation in both industrial potential and tourism capabilities. When the Borders first began 

to receive travellers, it was still envisioned as a dangerous place and difficult to navigate, which 

caused travellers to be restricted in how long they wanted to expose themselves to the area. 

These worries diminished with the opening of the Highlands following 1746 when travellers 

could discover new places that satisfied their travelling needs. Simultaneously, the Borders 

experienced improvements in manufacturing capabilities and agricultural output, which 

prompted the need to establish a sustainable transport network to keep these industries afloat and 

well-maintained. Travellers could now move throughout the Borders more freely. With the age 

of mass tourism, the Borders were included in the marketing of Scotland to travellers searching 

 
73 J. and J. H. Rutherfurd, The Southern Countiesô Register and Directory: Containing Much Useful and Interesting 

Information, and Very Complete Lists Connected with the Counties of Roxburgh, Berwick, and Selkirk (United 

Kingdom: J. and J. H. Rutherfurd, No. 17 Square, 1866), 417. 
74 Andrew Lang and John Lang, Highways and Byways in the Borders (London: Macmillan and Co., 1913), 302-3. 
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for new places of interest. The Borders acted as a grey zone where the cultures between Scotland 

and England collided and meshed to form their own unique identity that was different from those 

found in the rest of Scotland. This liminal status allowed travel writers to reinterpret the Borders 

more favourably to readers travelling the Scottish countryside. By the early to mid-nineteenth 

century, the Borders attracted travellers interested in the industrial potential, or signs of 

modernising, and the natural aesthetics that have been prescribed and circulated by the poets 

such as James Hogg or Walter Scott. Through these changes, the Borders developed a stable 

tourism market that drew people to places such as Tibbie Shielôs Inn.   
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 Chapter 2: Isabella ñTibbieò Shiel & The Impact of Borders Hospitality  

 

Several factors decide the success of any business. These include an element of chance, 

as well as systematic planning and the quality of the product or service. Tibbie Shielôs business 

began in 1825 when the Borders were experiencing more regular travel to locations for activities 

such as fishing. Combined with homely hospitality, Tibbie Shielôs business provided travellers 

with supposedly authentic Borders experiences. By supplying a distinctively Borders cultural 

experience, the inn and innkeeper garnered a strong following of intellectuals who cemented 

their legacies in Borders lore. Beginning as a small hostelry for travelling fishermen, the inn 

became famous as a place to relax and converse. At the same time, their hostess was depicted as 

a matriarchal figure who supplied a unique form of hospitality that became a business trademark. 

Tibbie Shielôs Inn attracted influential members of Scottish society who made the inn a popular 

place. Evaluations of the inn were also recorded by travellers who left behind their thoughts and 

impressions in visitorsô books. Volumes of details have been recorded, organised, and preserved, 

giving a glimpse into the perspectives of visitors who interacted with the inn and innkeeper. 

They reveal changes in Scotlandôs tourism market; by examining the visitorsô books from 1848 

to 1899, it is clear that the inn began to be seen as a relic of old Scottish hospitality. In this 

chapter, I examine how Tibbie Shiel, and her inn gained celebrity status through rustic Scottish 

hospitality and cemented its status in Borders lore. 
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3.1 The Origins of St. Maryôs Cottage 

In 1821, Lord Francis Napier (1758-1823) commissioned a small cottage to be built on 

the south shores of St. Maryôs Loch as part of the terms of employment for Mr Robert 

Richardson, who had become the newly appointed molecatcher for the estate.1 Francis Napier 

searched for new avenues in developing Selkirkshire since receiving the title of lord lieutenant in 

1797, even joining the board of trustees to support the development of fisheries and 

manufactures in 1804 for being a major local landowner.2 When the cottage was completed in 

1823, upon Francis Napierôs death in August 1823, William John Napier, ninth Lord Napier of 

Merchistoun (1786-1834) continued these initiatives to promote Selkirkshireôs development. 

Under the supervision of William Napier, the lands in Selkirkshire were ñopened upò with the 

help of new roads and drained lands to expand the limited space for more sheep farming.3 

Buildings were constructed to house sheep and their shepherds and included homes and inns to 

better serve the flow of traffic in the area, which had to be filled with new tenants. A letter 

written to the editor of the Dundee Courier in 1878 reflected on this process, alluding to how the 

Richardsonôs limited savings were poured into funding the move from their previous home at the 

Loch of Lowes and to have the new cottage at St. Maryôs Loch equipped for their large familyð

as it was to house Robert Richardson, his wife Isabella (Tibbie) and their six children.4 Shortly 

after moving into their new home in 1823, Robert Richardson died suddenly in 1824, leaving 

 
1 Robert Clyde, ñNapier, Francis, eighth Lord Napier of Merchistoun (1758ï1823), Army Officer,ò Oxford 

Dictionary of National Biography, 23 September 2004. 
2 Clyde, ñNapier, Francis, eighth Lord Napier of Merchistoun,ò np. 
3 J. K. Laughton and Andrew Lambert, ñNapier, William John, ninth Lord Napier of Merchistoun (1786ï1834), 

Naval Officer and Trade Envoy.ò Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 23 September 2004; William Napier 

was regarded to have brought the white-faced Cheviot sheep to Selkirkshire for its higher desirability, compared to 

the black-faced sheep previously used. 
4 ñTibbie Shiels,ò Dundee Courier, 30 July 1878, 6; ñBorder Memories, Mary of the Loches, Tibbie Shielôs 

Daughter,ò Southern Reporter, 29 February 1940, 6. 
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Tibbie Richardson to be the sole provider for their six young children. Returning to her maiden 

name, Tibbie Shiel received an offer to remain at the main cottage property from Lord William 

Napier, and to become the hostess of the building and provide accommodations to the fishermen 

who regularly visited the lochs.5  

 

 

Figure 3.1: Etching of Tibbie Shielôs Inn. Taken from James Hoggôs The Pilgrims of the Sun, The Mountain Bard, 

and Other Poems, 1852. Image release to the public domain. 

 

 

Accounts of the time between Robert Richardsonôs death and the inspiration for the 

homeôs conversion are limitedðand may indeed be part of the lore that accreted around her. 

However, the most famous story is of a famed writer who stayed at her home in 1827 and 

enjoyed the hospitality so much that he suggested that Tibbie Shiel convert her home into an inn 

 
5 ñAbbotsford and Sir. Walter Scott,ò Leamington Spa Courier, 9 February 1884, 3. 
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for travellers. The Peebles-born writer and publisher Robert Chambers (1802-1871)  stayed at the 

cottage while visiting St. Maryôs Loch to collect ideas for his upcoming project, Pictures of 

Scotland (1828).6 Chambers commended Tibbie Shielôs hospitality by stating in his published 

work that Tibbie Shiel, ñ lets her spare room for any length of time at a small rent, and she can 

provide her lodgers with as halesome and agreeable country fare as may be anywhere found.ò7 

Soon after, word spread about where accommodations could be obtained at St. Maryôs Loch, and 

its profile began to grow in popularity.  

One of the significant advantages of this inn was its location, which featured scenic views 

and natural amenities for sport activities. As the last chapter showed, the transport network in the 

Borders was supported by inns situated in locations that could support travellers while on their 

journey. This applies to Tibbie Shielôs Inn since the original business model of the inn was to 

provide room and board to anglers visiting the area to fish in the loch.8 Anglers were popular 

visitors to the inn as found in the layout of a visitorsô book, or St. Maryôs Register (1866), with 

the first recorded date being 17 July 1866, which contained headings on the pages listed left to 

right: ñDateò, ñName of Visitorò, ñAddress of Visitorò, ñRemarks on Weatherò, ñAngling and 

Miscellaneous Remarks.ò9  

 
6 Sondra Miley Cooney, ñChambers, Robert (1802ï1871), Publisher and Writer,ò Oxford Dictionary of National 

Biography. 23 September 2004; ñAt Tibbie Shiels,ò Southern Reporter, 17 November 1892, 4. 
7 ñAt Tibbie Shiels,ò Southern Reporter, 17 November 1892, 4.  
8 Michael J.H. Robson, Tibbie Shiel (Scotland: M.J.H. Robson, 1986), 6. 
9 St. Maryôs Register (1866), 17 July 1866, 2. 
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These were prompts to promote details that the inn and fellow anglers could use for 

reference, and the specific column titles reflect how popular the inn was for angling enthusiasts. 

For anglers, the inn served as an ideal base to store their catches and rest after a full day with a 

rod in hand. There were other options in the area for room and board, such as the Gordon Arms 

located to the northwest of the loch, which was erected around the same time the cottage was 

constructed in 1823, to provide accommodation for travellers in this area.10 The difference was 

that the innôs proximity to St. Maryôs Loch and the Loch of Lowes provided Tibbie Shiel with a 

steady flow of travellers who could potentially use the two bodies of water to improve their 

chances of catching fish. The growing possibility for good sport and the innôs accommodations 

attracted more people to the inn. This included Professor John Wilson (1785-1854), who wrote 

under the pseudonym Christopher North and stayed at Tibbie Shielôs Inn in 1829 to fish in the 

lochs. As for the innôs interior spaces and social environment, Wilson took these features as 

inspiration for his later published works in the Noctes Ambrosianae.11 As Wilsonôs case shows, 

 
10 Robson, Tibbie Shiel, 5. 
11 Elizabeth Ewan, Sue Innes, Sian Reynolds, Rose Pipes, The Biographical Dictionary of Scottish Women (United 

Kingdom: Edinburgh University Press, 2006), 322. 

Figure 3.2: Example of Heading Structures in Visitorsô Book Layout, taken from the St. Maryôs Register (1866) 

with permission from Doreen Davies. 


















































































