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• Create interaction among researchers and 
community leaders

• Share unconventional approaches to knowledge 
mobilization

• Stimulate interest, reaction and dialogue through 
performance

• Raise awareness of personal and emotional 
perspectives of waste issues

• Generate questions, conversation and systems-
level thinking about food waste 

WASTED? 

Conversation Questions
Following the film and performance, audience 
members can choose a conversation table  based 
on the  topic/question, with the freedom to move 
tables at any time:

• What was most compelling or interesting about 
the film, Trash Dance?

• Did you perceive themes or narratives in the live 
performance, and if so, how did they impact you?

• What is your opinion of arts-based knowledge 
mobilization approaches? Are these useful or 
feasible methods?

• What waste stories or perspectives stood out most 
to you? Did you identify with any experience in 
particular?

• Were any of your previous assumptions about 
food waste, or arts-based knowledge mobilization, 
challenged or confirmed?

This event demonstrates possible 
approaches to arts-based knowledge 
mobilization and community engagement. 
The evening involves a soup social, a film 
screening, a performance and an opportunity 
for semi-structured conversations.

The event itself is a form of knowledge 
mobilization, promoting interaction and 
connection among researchers and 
community leaders in Guelph-Wellington. The 
focus on artistic products and processes 
raises awareness of this type of engagement 
strategy and highlights the potential of arts-
based approaches in academic and civic 
contexts.
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Carly Fraser, MA (cfraser03@uoguelph.ca)

Georgia Simms, MA (simmsg@uoguelph.ca)

With special thanks to Dr. Kate Parizeau!

Background
Nearing the completion of her Master’s Degree, Carly 

Fraser recognized that the personal perspectives she 

was gathering about residential  food waste were 

important to share. They had the potential to generate 

interesting and needed dialogue (beyond conversations 

focused on sorting and measuring), so she sought out a 

creative way in which to engage other researchers and 

policy makers in a conversation that included a messier 

and more intimate side of the food waste story in Guelph.  

A collaboration with Georgia Simms, CESI’s Engaged 

Practitioner in Residence, generated this project. The 

questions they asked included:

• How can we encourage systems-level 
thinking about food waste and associated 
policy interventions?

• Are arts-based knowledge mobilization 
approaches useful in this context, and why?

• What is the potential of community-based 
arts projects to address complex civic 
issues?

The SEED Soup Social
The SEED Community Food Hub is a local 

organization using the power of food to bring people 

together. They advocate for long-term solutions to 

food insecurity. They are currently working toward a 

fundraising target of $10 000 and are well on their 

way! Audience members will be able to enjoy a bowl 

of their delicious soup with a donation.

Trash Dance
The documentary film, Trash Dance, is a spectacular 

example of collaboration between a choreographer 

and the municipal waste department of Austin, Texas. 

The result of the collaboration is a large scale, 

community-based dance performance, involving the 

sanitation workers themselves, to address the 

‘invisibility’ of municipal waste management. The 

project generated an enlivened opportunity for 

participation and engagement for an audience of 

thousands. 

Performance
The live performance component of the evening is a 

series of short theatrical vignettes with themes and 

content drawn from the research findings. Each 

scene was designed based on conversation and 

experimentation in the studio using movement, 

script and music, as well as feedback from invited 

audiences. The criteria influencing our theatrical 

choices include accessibility, entertainment and 

provocation. We consider the vignettes to be works-in-

progress intended to stimulate reaction and dialogue.

An evening of food, film and performance 
to investigate waste


